
Report on Meeting of the South Dublin County Joint Policing Committee,  held on Friday 21st November, 2008 at 3.00 p.m. in Council Chamber, Tallaght.

 Attendance: Committee Members

	Cllr. R. Dowds (Chair)
	Cllr. T. Ridge

	Cllr. G. O’ Connell
	Cllr. Shane O’Connor

	Cllr. Joe Neville
	Michelle Kearns (Comm. Platform)

	Cllr. C. King
	Chief Superintendent J. Manley

	J. Horan (County Manager)
	Cllr. C. Keane

	Chief Superintendent D. Coburn
	Cllr. T. McDermott

	C. O’Connor T.D.
	Cllr. E. Walsh

	P. Rabbitte T.D.
	J. Lawlor (Comm. Forum)

	T. Aspil (Comm. Forum)
	Y. Dervan for F. Nevin (S.D.C.C.) 

	
	


 Apologies:

Cllr. J. Lahart


Also Present:
Pat Smith, Billy Coman, Elaine Leech, Anne Byrne, , Superintendent P. Clavin, Superintendent J. Quirke, Superintendent E. Dolan, Niall O’Byrne, Jim Kilgarriff, Brian Sheehan, Bernie Farrell (South West Clondalkin Safety Forum)
1. Meeting Report of the 12th September meeting and Matters Arising

In the absence of Chairperson, Cllr. Robert Dowds, Cllr. G. O’Connell chaired the opening session of the meeting.  

Cllr. G. O’Connell expressed gratitude on behalf of the JPC to Chief Superintendent John Twomey and wished him well in his new posting.  A welcome was extended to Chief Superintendent Declan Coburn who is now responsible for the DRMW region.
Cllr. Eamonn Walshe proposed the report and Cllr. Tony McDermott seconded and the committee adopted the report of the meeting of 12th September 2008.

There were no matters arising from this report.
2. Presentation on behalf of the South West Clondalkin Safety Forum
Michelle Kerns and Bernie Farrell from the South West Clondalkin Safety Forum gave a very comprehensive presentation on the workings of the Forum.  The presentation stressed the importance of local safety forums and how these provided an opportunity for local residents, local community organisations, the local authority and the Gardai to look at problems in communities on a micro level and devise solutions which involve all stakeholders.

A question and answer session followed with a number of points raised and discussed including:

· Link between environmental condition of estates and anti-social behaviour

· Leadership is coming from the female population

· Presence of council management at forum meetings
· Lack of amenities leads to anti-social behaviour

· Success of meetings organised by Gardai in local communities

The Chair thanked M. Kearns and B. Farrell for their presentation
3. Presentation on behalf of Dublin Mountain Partnership
N. O’Byrne make a presentation on behalf of the Dublin Mountain Partnership.  This presentation gave details of the work and future plans of the partnership.  The development of a Volunteer Ranger system was discussed as was anti-social behaviour such as illegal dumping on the mountains.  The issue of scrambling, speed limites, noise pollution and the possible introduction of bye-laws was also discussed and these concerns will be brought back to the Partnership.

 The Chair thanked N. O’Byrne for his presentation.  
4. Garda Report
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Report from Chief Superintendent John Manley, DMR Southern Division to South Dublin Joint Policing Committee on the 21/11/08

Report for Tallaght, Rathfarnham, Terenure and Crumlin Stations

Crime Statistics Jan – Oct 2008 

	
	
	2008
	2007
	Percentage Difference

	Headline Crime
	Tallaght
	2172
	2107
	+3%

	
	Rathfarnham
	912
	883
	+3%

	
	Crumlin
	463
	454
	+2%

	
	Terenure
	410
	434
	-6%


The headline crime figures incorporates murder, serious assaults, rape, arson, sale and supply drugs, burglaries, thefts, robberies and fraud offences. 

	
	
	2008
	2007
	Percentage Difference

	Non Headline Crime
	Tallaght
	11,632
	12,973
	-10%

	
	Crumlin
	6,012
	5,939
	+1%

	
	Terenure
	4,831
	5,935
	-19%


There is a 5% increase in detections for drugs for sale or supply in the Division. the figures are 214 for 2007 compared with 225 in 2008. There has been a significant increase in the number of on street searches for drugs and ongoing targeting of street dealers and suppliers. The figures are 6,900 searches up to 31/10/08 compared with 3,841 for same period last year. 

Criminal damage incidents show a reduction of 9% 3031 for 2007 compared with 2759 for 2008.

There were 942 detections for drunken driving up to the end of October 2007 compared with 794 for 2008, a reduction of 16%. This is an indication of greater compliance by the general public coupled with consistent enforcement. 

Halloween period passed off without any major incident. There was excellent co-operation between the Gardai, Council Officials and local residents associations in reducing the number of bonfires in green areas. A Policing Plan was formulated in each Garda District and additional resources and patrols were deployed to designated areas to assist Council Staff in the removal of bonfire material in the week prior to Halloween and over the period itself.

The installation of 35 CCTV cameras into Tallaght Garda Station covering the town centre and its environs is nearing completion and is envisaged the project will be finalised in a few weeks.

Operation Freeflow is commencing in early December and an additional allocation of 24 Probationer Gardai are being assigned to stations in the DMR South to deal with the Freeflow of traffic over the x-mas period. 

Additional patrols will be deployed to monitor shopping centres and financial institutions such as banks, post offices and building societies. In conjunction with Garda Management in City Centre stations Garda personnel will monitor the Luas and Night Link bus services over the x-mas period. 

Report of Clondalkin  Rathcoole Lucan and Ronanstown Stations to the South Dublin County Joint Policing Committee on Friday 21st Nov 2008 –  Chief Supt Declan Coburn, Supt Pat Clavin & Supt John Quirke.

The following is compiled by way of general information, for the period under review, as per Regulation 17.6 in accordance with the headings specified in that regulation
 
Crime Statsitics Jan – Oct 2008 v Jan – Oct 2007
	 
	2008
	2007
	Rate Diff
	Det 2008
	Det 2007

	Headline Crime
	2625
	2436
	+7%
	46%
	44%

	Non Headline
	13700
	15755
	-13%
	81%
	87%

	Total Crime 
	16325
	18191
	-10%
	75%
	80%


 
The total reported Headline Crime figure is up by 7% and the detection rate is up by 2% to 46%.

 Overall the Crime figure is down by 10%.

Most Headline Crime categories show an increase in the number of reported incidents, however there is a 63% decrease in Assault causing harm and a 7% decrease in Theft from MPV incidents. 

 There is a significant increase in the number of Seizures of illegal drugs up 34%.  

 Robberies are up by 9% and Thefts from shops are up 31%, however the majority of theft from shop incidents are detected and the property recovered. 

 There is a significant increase in the number of Searches being carried under the Misuse of Drugs Act +124%.

 Criminal Damage incidents are up by 16%.

 Arrests for Public Order Incidents are up by 19%.

 Gardai are continuing to issue both Adult and Junvenile ASBO notices.en issued. 

Arrests for Drivers under the Influence are down by 1%. Regular MAT checkpoints are taking place in the area  

  It should be noted that in any reference to statistics, those statistics are provisional, operational, liable to change and some possibly re-classified with the introduction of Central Statistics Office reports.
The Chair thanked Chief Superintendent Coburn and Chief Superintendent Manley for their reports.  The difference in statistics was noted by the members between Terenure &Rathfarnham.  Cllr. Keane requested some further feedback on these figures.  
The recent Halloween Bonfires was discussed and it was agreed that the ‘organised’ bonfires were successful and this multi-agency approach is to be recommended.  In general the Chief Superintendents for the County reported that it was a reasonably quiet night.  
4. County Manager’s Report

A brief presentation was given on the new guidelines which were issued in September.   These are available on the JPC section of the CDB website at www.southdublin.ie  and on the Dept. of Justice Website – http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/PB08000417 
 This was noted by the members present.   

5. Any other business
CCTV 

Chief Superintendent J. Manley invited the members to incorporate a visit to view the new CCTV system when operational.
Dial no to Drugs Campaign 

Chief Superintendent J. Manley informed the members that this project is working well and new intelligence is being gathered.

6. Business Submitted 
Question 1.  Cllr. Robert Dowds

To ask the Gardai for a report on the enforcement of parking restrictions in Clondalkin and in North Clondalkin?

Reply:  

Garda – DMRW

In Clondalkin, the enforcement of parking restrictions is primarily enforced by members of An Garda Siochana with the assistance of two Traffic Wardens.  Specific and recurring issues are referred to the Community Police Unit for action, which may or may not necessitate the use of FCPS notices.

Bus lanes are monitored by vehicle patrols and mountain bike personnel and the three tonne limit is strictly enforced.

Targeted Initiatives in co-operation with the Divisional Traffic Unit, which consists of Two Sergeants and 17 Gardai, are employed intermittently and this resource may be utilized as the need arises.

In North Clondalkin, a similar approach is adopted and 148 FCPS notices have been issued for the Ronanstown area for the year to date.  Several complaints were received relating to illegal parking at Rowlagh Shopping Centre, Aras Rualach and at Ross Court Apartments.  A successful warning notice campaign was initiated and the problem had been resolved.

Local Gardai will continue to monitor the situation where necessary.

Bottom of Form

Question 2 - Charlie O’Connor T.D.

To ask the Manager to present a report on the success of efforts to curtail vandalism in respect of the recent Halloween Bonfire Season; will he detail actions taken in the matter and will he make a statement.

Reply: Garda – DMRS 

A major policing operation involving all Tallaght policing units was put into place throughout Tallaght on Halloween night and in the preceding week to prevent crime and anti-social behaviour.

The Community Policing Unit at Tallaght Garda Station worked closely with South Dublin County Council, representatives from the community and Dublin Bus management and unions to ensure that anti-social behaviour was kept to a minimum over the Halloween festival.  

A major operation was also put into place on Halloween to both remove bonfire material and to make built bonfires as safe as possible.  A Garda public order van accompanied a South Dublin County Council work crew until 9pm that night.  Bonfires that were a potential risk were removed and many others had dangerous materials such as tyres removed.

Tallaght Community Gardaí worked closely with Dublin Bus management and patrolled on Dublin Bus vehicles to ensure that the service was maintained and that staff and passengers were kept safe.  For the second year in a row bus services were maintained at normal levels and there were no major incidents.

Tallaght Community Gardaí worked with South Dublin County Council to arrange and police a ‘Designated Bonfire’ at Drumcairn estate in West Tallaght.  The bonfire, which was the third of its kind, passed off without any incident.  There has only been one arrest at the Designated Bonfire over the last three years.

Garda Management in Terenure met with public representatives in the Orwell Estate Area of Templeogue prior to Halloween. Close liaison was maintained with Council Officials. A large number of Gardai policed the Orwell area on Halloween night.

The Halloween night passed off peacefully without major incident.

Reply: South Dublin County Council

Each year the County Council makes strenuous efforts to curtail the level of vandalism and damage associated with the Halloween Bonfire Season. In this regard local residents are requested to aggregate the smaller bonfires into larger units so that the damage to open space areas is minimised. With this in mind and on the basis of a preliminary assessment of the situation carried out since Halloween, there appears to have been a significant reduction in the overall number of unauthorised bonfires on open space areas in South Dublin compared to previous years. 

As a way of encouraging pro-social activity in the County, organised bonfires are held in West Tallaght and North Clondalkin  and these were well supported by local residents, Estate Management, Community Services, Parks, Gardai, Civil Defence and the Fire Brigade.  The events this year in both areas proved to be very successful.It is considered that the existing approach, adopted in South Dublin, which involves working closely with local communities, Gardaí, Civil Defence, Estate Management and Youth Services to encourage greater control and management of bonfires is the best approach at this time, in curtailing vandalism and anti-social activity associated with Halloween.  Both events generated a huge amount of good will within each community.

Clondalkin Community Bonfire
The Moorfield Environment Group organised and advertised this event in partnership with the Council, local agencies and the local community. The group enlisted the help of 22 volunteers for the event, doubling the volunteer involvement on 2007.  The MEG created a number of safe crossing points and arranged for fire marshals to man the event. MEG also organised a raffle, judging the fancy dress competition as well as funding monetary prizes in support of their anti-litter campaign.

Four  community gardai attended on the night to support the local community, to maintain law and order and to respond to any incidences that may have arisen, thankfully the gardai were not called upon in this context. The presence of the gardai generated good will within the community.  The Civil Defence was on hand with experienced volunteers to man the Fire Truck and Ambulance which was vital for the safety and success of the overall event. The Civil Defence also took charge of quenching the bonfire when the event finished. Ambulance and Fire Engines were on standby throughout the event.

 North Clondalkin Community Safety Forum actively promoted the event and organised a range of community activities earlier on the day. RAPID provided funding for the fancy dress prizes Ronanstown Youth Service actively engaged with local youths before and throughout the event providing assistance on the night. The Council’s Housing Estate Management Team co-ordinated the event and provided funding for services on the night including security lighting and provision of skips. The Council’s Litter Warden also actively engaged with the community.

 
Tallaght Community Bonfire
 Following on from the success of last year, a Community bonfire was held at Drumcairn Ave/drive on Halloween night, Oct 31. The bonfire was organised by the Council’s Parks and Estate Management Section in conjunction with Tallaght Gardai; Civil Defence and Fettercairn Residents Committee.

 A fancy dress disco was held in the local community centre on the afternoon of the bonfire – 350 children (under l2’s) attended.  Face painters and balloon makers were present, goodie bags were provided for all the kids – this event was jointly organised by the Fettercairn Residents Committee and staff from the local community centre.

 Residents were invited to donate wood for the bonfire. The bonfire was enclosed within barriers located near fire hydrants with permission to connect to them if required.  A safety plan was prepared and stewards were identifiable by high visibility jackets.

 The bonfire was lit at 5.30p.m by a local Drumcairn resident.  Entertainment at the bonfire included 8 drummers and tom-tom players with a human cartwheel organised by DTE entertainment.

 SDCC’s objective for the event was to focus community efforts on reducing the number of bonfires in the Fettercairn area  in favour of one larger community  bonfire properly supervised and managed primarily in the interest of public safety but also to reduce the cost on the local authority of effecting clean ups consequent on individual bonfires across the community.

Preventative measures
The Council’s Housing, Parks and Cleansing Units, with the support of local gardai, adopted a proactive approach to ensuring all stock piled material prior to Halloween was removed from circulation material as possible out of circulation.  
Question 3 – Charlie O’Connor T.D.

To ask the Manager to outline continued efforts by the Council and the Gardaí to deal effectively with Crime, Vandalism and Anti-Social Behaviour in the general Tallaght West area and will he make a statement.

Reply: South Dublin County Council:

The Council through Community Services and Housing Departments in particular have established strong links with local communities in West Tallaght and this is very important in combating vandalism and anti-social activity. 

Extensive pro-social behaviour improvement works have also been carried out through the Rapid Programme e.g. the installation of  MUGAS,Playgrounds,etc which have proved to be an important focus for young people in West Tallaght who wish to engage in pro-social activity. Open space areas are also maintained to a high standard in West Tallaght and any damage caused through vandalism is repaired promptly to ensure the physical appearance of estates is not allowed to deteriorate.The new Tallaght Leisure Centre – TLC – and the new Brookfield Youth and Family Community Centre together with all of the existing Community Centres also run numerous pro social behaviour programmes which compliment a large number of other programmes to combat Anti-social behaviour.

The Council’s Housing Estate Management Team continues to work in partnership with other agencies to respond to and deal proactively with incidents of anti social behaviour throughout the county.  All enforcement powers available to the Council are fully employed in dealing with anti social activity.  

While there has been an overall increase of  29% in the current year  of  incidents of anti social behaviour (Tallaght South/Central areas) it is worth noting there has been a 24% reduction in Category l incidents relating to drug related activity with a 47% increase in Category C incidents relating to child related nuisance, pets, noise/disturbance 

http://intranet/departments/departments.aspx?deptid=7&dpageid=1131
The Housing Estate Management Team continues to work with the Gardai in combating anti social activity at a number of levels including the following:
· Joint Policing Committee

· Local Policing Fora

· Dublin  Bus Community Fora

· Housing Clinics

· Community Liaison Meetings

· Case Conferences

· Regular meetings with Drug Squad and Community Gardai

· Support of Gardai in interviewing anti social tenants

· Community organized events e.g. Community Bonfires Family Days Youth Sport Events

Community Liaison Meetings
Community Liaison Committees comprise of community representatives, the Gardai, Mediation Service and various representatives of the Council. The purpose of these committees is to ensure an integrated response to local service delivery. The Liaison Committee Initiative was established in 2007 with McUilliam and Daletree and is now being extended to include Cushlawn Estate in the near future.  Meetings are held monthly. 
 In 2008 an enforcement initiative was carried out in McUilliam Estate. The purpose of the initiative was to target the perpetrators of anti-social activity, to monitor occupancy of the rented housing stock, to check the maintenance condition of the houses and gardens, to address illegal dumping and littering. The initiative was carried out on an inter-agency basis and supported by local Gardai. Every household was visited by the Council’s Estate Management Team for the purpose of inviting expressions of interest in becoming involved in a representative Residents’ Group for the estate.

 Elimination of anti social black spots.
 Work is continuing on the elimination of anti-social black spots. Type of works undertaken includes:

· Re-enforcement of walls

· Installation of railings 

· Elimination of laneways 

· Additional lighting within estates

· Stub wall construction

· Installation of anti-vandal mechanisms

· Re-instatement of areas

· Removal of areas prone to dumping

· Landscaping, design and development

· Ground cover redevelopment

· Footpath extension

· Enhancement of entrance areas (improve access)

· Improvements through Painting programmes

· Boundary treatments and fencing Improvements.

 

Staff Training 
The Council’s Housing Estate Management Team continues to up skill itself in the interest of delivery of an effective housing estate management service which includes responding to incidents of anti-social behaviour. Examples of current training initiatives include Coaching/Copping On training which is being delivered by the West Tallaght Childhood Development Initiative. An important element of this training relates to best practice for interacting with children and young people which is particularly relevant for Estate Management staff.

 Pre-tenancy Training:
21 courses have been conducted in 2008 to-date. This course is now compulsory for all applicants for newly built homes. The format of the pre-tenancy training was revised in 2008 for the purpose of nurturing the concept of community development, capacity building and active citizenship and civic responsibility from the outset. Prospective tenants participating in the training are made aware of the valuable resource available through the Connect website.  The focus of the tenancy training seminars is on providing an introduction to South Dublin, to promoting the benefits of living in the County and to creating awareness of what the local community has to offer.

The Council has engaged Nurture Development Ltd. to provide training for staff and local residents in community capacity building. This programme utilizes innovative approaches which have been developed in the United States and which use assets which are freely available in the community.

Policy
A subgroup of the Housing and Social SPC has been established for the purpose of reviewing the Anti Social Behaviour Strategy document which was adopted by the Members in 2005.  The Council’s Tenancy Agreement together with the Scheme of Letting Priorities, which was adopted by the Members and approved by the DoEHLG in 2006, will be also form part of the overall review.  The purpose of the review to strengthen the enforcement powers available to the Housing Authority having regard to the changing profile of our local communities, of the social housing market The sub group comprises the following members of the SPC Mayor M.Corr, Cllr T. Ridge, Cllr C. King and Ms. Byrne Tyrell- Callard.  

 
Reply:  Garda – DMRS

The Gardaí at Tallaght continue to put various operations into force throughout Tallaght including West Tallaght to curb crime, vandalism and Anti-Social Behaviour.

The Community Gardaí at Tallaght are represented on the Steering Committee for the CDI Community Safety Initiative in West Tallaght.  This committee will deliver a programme designed to deliver tangible improvements in community safety in pilot areas of West Tallaght and, in the future, across West Tallaght.  The CDI Community Safety Initiative Steering Committee would welcome the opportunity to make a presentation on the initiative to the Joint Policing Committee at a future meeting.
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Question 4 – Charlie O’Connor

To ask the Manager if he can report progress on efforts to deal with the scourge of Graffiti throughout Dublin South West, which embraces Firhouse, Greenhills, Templeogue and Tallaght and will he make a statement.

Reply: South Dublin County Council
The various Departments play an active role in combating the scourge of graffiti throughout the county.

The Council’s Housing Estate Management Section contributes annually to the budget of the Graffitti Removal Squad located within the Cleansing Unit.  Occasionally, in acute circumstances only  where the graffiti is of an offensive nature, the Estate Management team will fund the cost of its removal as a priority.

The Council’s E.M .Team works closely with the R.A.P.I.D. Co-ordinators in identifying and agreeing locations within designated R.A.P.I.D. areas for removal of graffiti under the Graffitti Reduction Programme.  This programme, which is ongoing has proved very successful.  The E.M. Team also works closely with several Youth groups around the County many of whom have taken ownership of walls where murals have been painted to  benefit  the area.   The E.M. Team continues to work with junior groups in Fettercairn, Jobstown, Killinarden, Moorefield and Oldchurch estates where groups participated in urban art projects aimed at reducing/eliminating graffiti.   

 The planting of hedging and climbing plants as a deterrent to Graffiti, has become very important in recent years.  As part of the Arboricultural Programme each year, the Parks Department plants extensive areas of hedging and climbing plants particularly along visually prominent boundary walls fronting roads and open space areas e.g. in Aylesbury, Old Bawn, Cookstown Road, Belgard Road, Springfield Area, etc. The hedging and climbing plants when established also make a very positive contribution to the overall presentation of estates and provide for seasonal variation along property boundaries. It is proposed to continue the planting of hedges/climbers along walls in the Dublin South West area in the forthcoming 2008/09 Arboricultural Programme at appropriate locations. 

Significant efforts have been made by the Council’s Environmental Services Department to tackle graffiti throughout the County with specific responses incorporating the resources provided by the Anti-Graffiti Team and Litter Wardens while the Council's Environmental Awareness Team supplements this by providing information about graffiti prevention and awareness to both community groups and schools.

Over 220 graffiti removals have been carried out in the Tallaght and Terenure/Rathfarnham electoral areas this year.
Reply:  Garda DMRS
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There are ongoing initiatives to deal with graffiti in the Tallaght area.  Community Gardaí are working closely with local schools where class discussions and competitions are taking place.  Some of these competitions were sponsored by the South Dublin County Council last year and it is hoped that sponsorship will continue this year.

A database of ‘Tags’ has been compiled and shared with South Dublin County Council.  Community Gardaí work closely with the County Council to identify ‘Taggers’.  Youths caught causing graffiti or carrying spray cans are dealt with in conjunction with their schools and parents.  The J.L.O. system is used where appropriate.

Items such as spray cans, road marker paint, white shoe polish and paint markers are regularly seized

Question 5 – Charlie O’Connor T.D. 

To ask the Manager to outline efforts being made to ensure the safety of people using the Council's Parks throughout the Tallaght region and will he make a statement.

Reply: South Dublin County Council

In order to support the provision of safe public parks and regulate behaviour , the Council has adopted a system of Bye-Laws which are enforced primarily by staff of the Parks and Landscape Services Department  supported by local Gardaí.  In the Tallaght area, as in other parts of the county, there is regular and ongoing liaison with local Gardaí who provide positive support and assistance to Council staff through regular park and open space patrols undertaken by Community Gardaí and the Garda Mountain Bike Unit. The Gardaí also assist with situations where members of the public ignore requests from  staff to obey the Bye Laws, in particular, where the activity is considered hazardous to other park users.  

The Bye-Laws detailed below are published and available for inspection and download from the Parks Department pages of the South Dublin County Council web-site:

· Bye-Laws under Part VII of the Local Government Act 1994 for the control & regulation of the use of Parks, Open Spaces and Recreational Playing Grounds owned, controlled by, or in the charge South Dublin County Council whether open or enclosed came into force with effect from 1st June 1996.

View the the full list of Bye-laws. (Parks General Bye-Laws)

Bye Laws for Prohibiting the consumption of Intoxicating Liquor in public places within the county of South Dublin came into force with effect from the 9th August 2001 by virtue of Section 37 (1) of the Local Government Act 1994 Part VII.

View the Bye-laws  (Intox Liquor)

The provision and continued expansion of the range of amenities inter alia playgrounds, sports pitches, Slí na Sláinte walking routes, ornamental lakes, and the holding of events such as National Tree Week, Eco Week, Family Days, Circuses and Funfairs, novelty train rides and various other events held throughout the year attract large numbers of visitors into public parks which, in turn, provides an atmosphere of safety for users.

CCTV systems have been introduced, in particular, in relation to playgrounds . The introduction of these systems and the provision of selective lighting act as deterrents to potential perpetrators of anti-social behaviour.  

 In association with the Environmental Services Department the Parks Department has an active horse roundup system for dealing with horses found in public parks and open spaces in the county.

 Entrances to public parks are being progressively upgraded to prevent unauthorised access by motor vehicles, in particular, motorbikes, scooters, quads and scramblers. The Gardaí have also been active in this area, mounting operations to combat this menace and seizing considerable numbers of unlicensed vehicles.
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Reply:  Garda – DMRS

The Community Gardaí at Tallaght patrols all parks in the area on mountain bikes.  A Community Garda is assigned to liaise with South Dublin County Council staff at Tymon Park.  This Community Garda is in day to day contact with the park rangers and deals with problems as they arise.  Potential problems are also identified and dealt with by Gardaí and South Dublin County Council staff to prevent as many problems as possible.

Question 6 – Charlie O’Connor

To ask the Manager to confirm the various community contacts he has made  in respect of the new CCTV System in Tallaght.  Will he give an update on the operational status on the Project and will he make a statement.
Reply:  South Dublin County Council

The Community CCTV Scheme for Tallaght is being carried out in three phases.

Phase 1 
Killinarden

Installation of the Killinarden CCTV Scheme is now complete and awaiting connection to the ESB Network.

Phase 2
Jobstown

Construction is underway and when complete will be connected  to the ESB Network.

Phase 3
Brookfield/Fettercairn

Construction is underway and when complete will be connected to the ESB Network.

 A submission has been made to POBAL for inclusion under the Community Services Programme which would allow staff to be employed to monitor these schemes.

 Funding for these projects were received from POBAL by Partas, Jobstown Community Development Project.  South Dublin County Council  has been working closely with these organizations in the development of this project.  
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Question 7 – Charlie O’Connor

To ask the Manager if he will hold discussions with the Department of Justice and other interested bodies to pursue the potential of the Tallaght Garda Station Site and in reporting will he appreciate the need to improve those facilities and to allow an increase of Garda manpower at Tallaght and will he also publish the latest update on the development of the Project.

Reply: Garda – DMRS

Please see previous replies from An Garda Siochana- DMR South Division 
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Question 8 - Michelle Keairns – Community Platform
In relation to the community CCTV in West Tallaght, Is it an option for a monitor to be linked to the existing Garda CCTV scheme in the village- If not why 

Reply:  Garda:  DMRS 

As this refers to a policy issue I have forwarded this question to the Garda Commissioner. I will forward his response in early course. 
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Question 9 – Michelle Keairns

In relation to community CCTV in West Tallaght is it an option for a monitor to be linked to South Dublin County Councils CCTV scheme (for traffic monitoring) if not why?

Reply: South Dublin County Council

The Community CCTV Scheme (which is led by the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform) aims to support local communities who wish to install and maintain CCTV security systems in their area, with the aim of increasing public safety and reducing the risk of anti-social and criminal activity. The scheme is intended to support community-based organisations that wish to provide CCTV systems in order to deter illegal or anti-social behaviour in places to which the general public have routine access, such as city and town centres..   

The scheme is intended to complement existing activities such as normal policing, youth & community development initiatives, Garda Diversion Projects, Juvenile Liaison Schemes, Probation & Welfare Service programmes, in order to address the causes of crime & reduce anti-social & criminal behaviour.

Four applications were successful in South Dublin County Council’s administrative area sponsored by Partas, Jobstown CDP and Clondalkin Partnership.  Only the capital costs associated with the establishment of systems are eligible for grant aid.  Ongoing monitoring and operational costs are not provided for. 

It is accepted by the sponsors of the projects that monitoring will significantly improve the usefulness of the system however it is also accepted that staffed monitoring will not always be possible.   South Dublin County Council is the Data Controller for these 4 community based CCTV systems.   

The data controller will designate an individual who will have responsibility for ensuring the proper, efficient and orderly day-to-day operation of the CCTV system and it is intended to have the cameras monitored on a skeletal basis at prime times and at all other times the images recorded and monitored in retrospect as required.  

At present the Council has a scheme in operation which monitors traffic mobility only within the County.  It is not possible, nor appropriate, to link this system to the Community CCTV scheme as the purposes of monitoring activity are distinctly different.
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Question 11 – Michelle Kearns

How are decisions made in terms of prioritising calls that come into the Gardai Station?

Reply: Garda – DMRW

All Garda Stations in the Dublin Metropolitan Area have computer terminals linked to the Garda Communications Centre, Harcourt Square. 

When a telephone call is received at a Garda Station, the details of the call are entered on an incident template which is then directed to the relevant Dispatcher at the Communications Centre.  

Each Division in the city has a Dispatcher who is responsible for the allocation of calls received to an appropriate resource for attention according to the classification of the call.  This Dispatcher controls all vehicular resources assigned to that Division.

It should also be noted that calls can be dealt with locally where time and resources permit.
Calls received are prioritized according to their perceived urgency using a system which categorises calls from EP – meaning Emergency Priority (Robberies etc) and which require urgent and immediate action – down to 3N meaning category 3 Normal Response and which are not considered as serious and for which sometimes Garda action may not be appropriate.  

However, all calls are attended to according to their categorization and advice given where appropriate.

Garda – DMRS

Complaints that come into Garda Stations in the Dublin Metropolitan Area are prioritised according to the nature of the call. This classification governs the sequence into which calls are responded to. High priority calls such as a panic alarm, an intruder on a premises or serious Public Order issues receive a high priority. The next tier of priority calls include alarms, drug related issues and report of dangerous driving etc. These calls are mainly responded to by a patrol car. Other less serious calls such as abandoned vehicles and minor public complaints are responded to by Garda on foot or mountain bike, or motorcycle, where available. 
Question 11 – Michelle Kearns (Community Platform)

Bottom of Form

Gardai on mountain bikes are an effective way to have a visible garda presence in the community, approximately what percentage/how many gardai are deployed in this way

Reply: Garda - DMRW

At present, there are 19 Mountain Bikes assigned to the South Dublin area within the D.M.R. (West) Division.  There are 37 Gardai trained to operate these bicycles.

Experience has shown that these patrols are not only an effective way to cover a larger area than foot patrols and to access normally difficult terrain, but also enable a swift response to reported incidents and provide a visible and effective deterrent to criminal activity.

 An Garda Siochana is committed to continuing this initiative and training is ongoing.

Garda – DMRS

There are presently 22 mountain bikes allocated to the DMR South Division. A total of 63 Garda in the Division are presently trained in the use of mountain bikes. Training and the provision of equipment is on-going.

7. Date of Next Meeting 
6th February 2009
























