COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 12th January 2009.


	PRESENT 


	Councillors
	Councillors

	Brophy, C.
	Keating, D.

	Corr, M.
	Lahart, J.

	Corrigan, D.
	Maloney, E

	Cosgrave, P.
	McDermott, T.

	Crowe, S.
	Murphy, M.

	Daly, J.
	Neville, J.

	Delaney, T.
	O’Connell, G.

	Dowds, R.
	O’Connor, S.

	Gilligan, T.
	Ridge, T.

	Hannon, J.
	Tuffy, E.

	Jones, C.
	Walsh, E.

	Keane, C.
	Warren, K.

	
	


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan

	Directors / Heads of Function


	T. Doherty, P. Smith, P. Poole, T. Walsh, B. Coman, J. Walsh, C. Henehan, F. Nevin

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	B.Sheehan

	Senior Engineer
	J. McLoughlin

	Senior Executive Engineer
	D. Lakes

	Senior Executive Officers
	M. Maguire, P. Murphy, E. O’Gorman

	A/Administrative Officer
	M. O’Neill

	A/Senior Staff Officer
	T. Fallon

	A/ Staff Officer
	B. Gorman

	A/Assistant Staff Officer
	C. Duff

	IT Support
	C. Whelan


An apology for inability to attend was received from Councillor M. Ardagh.

The Mayor, Councillor M. Corr presided.


At the outset of the meeting, the Mayor called for Suspension of Standing Orders in accordance with Standing Order No 74 for the purpose of enabling a suspensory motion as follows to be considered. The suspension was unanimously approved and a minute’s silence was observed as a mark of respect to those killed on both sides of the political divide. 

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillors D. Keating, E. Maloney, D. Corrigan, P. Cosgrave, T. Ridge, C. Keane, E. Tuffy, R. Dowds, K. Warren, G. O’Connell, E. Walsh:
“That this Council calls for an immediate ceasefire in Gaza.”
H1/0109
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES
a) Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 8th December 2008 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.

b) Minutes of Annual Budget Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 27th November 2008, which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.


In relation to Minute Number (C/0930/08), Councillor D. Corrigan said that she hadn’t been aware that the issue in relation to car parking spaces on council land had been agreed.


Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Development and Parks responded to the Member’s query.

1. At the request of the Mayor  Ms M. Maguire, Senior Executive Officer drew the Members attention to the amended Standing Orders as approved at the Council Meeting held on 8th December 2008 and in particular to SO No.15(5) regarding  emergency motions  i.e. a motion may be proposed without notice for the purpose of dealing with urgent or emergency business related to a function of the local authority, subject to the requirement that not less than 13 members (being at least one-half of the total number of members of the authority) first vote in favour that it shall be put to the Council.
H2(a)/0109
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 2ND DECEMBER 2008 DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H2(b)/0109
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 9TH DECEMBER 2008  DEALING WITH COMMUNITY, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT AND HOUSING 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H2(c)/0109
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 1ST DECEMBER 2008

 DEALING WITH COMMUNITY, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT AND HOUSING 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H2(d)/0109
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) -15TH DECEMBER 2008

DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES


It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H2(e)/0109
LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 3RD DECEMBER 2008 DEALING WITH  PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT  & CORPORATE SERVICES (i) (1 REPORT – PROPOSED PLEBISCITE FOR PALMERSTON / PALMERSTOWN), ROADS,  (ii)(1 REPORT - PROPOSAL TO NAME THE ROAD FROM FONTHILL ROAD TO NEW ROAD AS CALDBECK WAY)

(i) Corporate Services Business:

The following report which had been circulated, was presented by Ms. M. Maguire, Senior Executive Officer, and was CONSIDERED:

Proposed Plebiscite for Palmerston / Palmerstown
“The following report was presented to the LCACM (1) meeting of 3rd December 2008

"Since the last report on the proposed holding of a plebiscite was presented in September 2008 considerable progress has been made in conjunction with local elected 
members on determining the composition of a draft list of "Qualified Electors".

In accordance with S 67 of the Local Government Act 1994 "Qualified Electors" means 

*every person which in relation to the urban district, town, townland, non-municipal town, street or locality (as the case may be) is registered as a local government elector in the Register of Local Government Electors for the time being in force. 

*not being so registered, is the rated occupier of a hereditament other than a hereditament the valuation of which attracts an allowance equal to full abatement of rates pursuant to section 3 of the Local Government (Financial Provisions) Act, 1978 

It now appears that the draft list of Qualified Electors should comprise of all those electors registered on the Live Register of Electors for the Polling Districts of Palmerston 
1(Register Book FJ), Palmerton 2 (Register Book FK) & Cherry orchard (Register Book FI) and the proposed draft list is attached for your consideration, with the exception of two entries outlined in red. It should also be considered at this time an area to the east of the M50 currently under 
development at Coldcut, which is included in Register Book FG but which does not currently have 
registered electors should ultimately be included in the 
overall area or locality of Palmerston / Palmerstown. 

It is a matter for the members of this Committee to make a recommendation to full Council in relation to formal initiation of the proceedings including publication of the draft list of Qualified Electors for a statutory period of three weeks.  

Once again it should be borne in mind that in order for this Council to change the name 
of the locality it must receive the consent of the majority of potential electors.  The impact of the outcome of the plebiscite on other public bodies should also be borne in 
mind.  
Having considered the report and maps circulated this committee agreed to defer determining the draft list of qualified electors until the December meeting. However it was agreed that an area to the east of the M50 currently under development at Coldcut, which is included in Register Book FG  but which does not currently have registered electors should ultimately be included in the overall area or locality of Palmerston / Palmerstown. 
It was formally AGREED to initiate proceedings, commencing with publication of the Draft List of Qualified Electors, to take the Plebiscite on the basis of the draft list of Qualified Electors as outlined in the report presented to the LCACM (1) dated 3rd December 2008.


This council has already resolved (July 2008) to conducts a plebiscite to establish the consent of the "qualified electors" to officially change the name of Palmerston to Palmerstown and this report from the LCACM (1) Meeting dated 3rd December 2008 in relation to consensus on the draft list of “Qualified Electors” for public inspection is for information purposes.  However the council will be required to formally adopt the list of Qualified Electors following the formal public consultation process.”
The report was NOTED.

(ii) Roads Business: 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was  CONSIDERED:

Proposal to Name the Road from Fonthill Road to New Road as Caldbeck Way

“The attached report was considered at the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting (1) held on 
Wednesday, 3rd December, 2008.

It was proposed by Councillor S. O’Conchuir, seconded by Councillor D. Keating and AGREED:

"That this Committee recommends to the Council that the link road from New Road to the Fonthill Road, Clondalkin, be named as Caldbeck Way.
MEETING OF LUCAN-CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (1)

Wednesday, December 3, 2008

HEADED ITEM NO. 4

Naming of the link road from New Road to the Fonthill Road, Clondalkin as Caldbeck Way.
The following a motion submitted by Councillor Robert Dowds was approved at the meeting of the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1) held on 19th November 2008:

“That the link road from New Road to the Fonthill Road, Clondalkin, be called Caldbeck Way”.

The Caldbeck family of Moyle Park has a long association with Clondalkin. The site for the Church and adjoining Convent was donated by the Caldbeck Family. The foundation stone was laid in 1857 and the completed Church was dedicated in 1862. The Church is dedicated to St. Killian, a local saint and also to the Immaculate Conception. Designed by William Caldbeck, a noted architect of the day, and is built in the Gothic revival style which had recently been introduced to Ireland by the famous English architect, W. A Pugin. 
While the cemetery was originally intended only for the members of the religious community, over time local parishioners and friends of the community were also interred 
here.Among these were members of the Caldbeck family, notably Mrs. Elizabeth Caldbeck who opened the first school for girls in the village, and her daughter Anne Frances Caldbeck who continued to run the school after the death of her mother and who in her will left £2000 to the parish to provide education for girls. With this money Rev John Moore purchased 20 acres of land on which built the Church of the Immaculate Conception, the Presentation Convent and a girl’s school.

A map is attached.


Any recommendation of this Committee will be submitted to the Council for approval.”
The report was NOTED .

H2(f)/0109
LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 16TH DECEMBER 2008

 DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT – COMMUNITY GRANTS), PARKS, ENVIRONMENT AND HOUSING 

Community Business:
The following report, by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Community Grants

Applications for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below.  Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, are recommended for approval:

	Ref:
	Group         
	Type of Application  
	Date of Application  
	Amount  

	GF1748
	Dolcain CDP, Bawnogue Enterprise & Community Centre, Bawnogue Road, Clondalkin
	Community Activity Grant
	23/06/08
	€500

	GF1777
	Knockmitten Utd. Football Club, Clondalkin
	Start Up Costs
	19/08/08
	€1,000

	GF1807
	Speisialta, Clondalkin
	Running Costs
	30/10/08
	€200



It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating and seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and 
RESOLVED:


“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County APPROVE the grants as 
recommended in the foregoing report”.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor  T. Gilligan  and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2) 16th December 2008 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H3/0109
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H4/0109
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H5/0109
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

QUESTIONS  
It  was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor E. Walsh and RESOLVED:
“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13(f) Questions numbered Q1 – Q9 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
Q1/0109
FOOTPATH PROGRAMME
QUESTION: Councillor S. Crowe

To ask the manager can he supply his updated list of his priority footpath programme?

REPLY:
The 2009 Footpath repair programme is currently being compiled and it is hoped to present it to the members in February 2009.

Q2/0109
SIGNAGE
QUESTION: Councillor S. Crowe

To ask the Manager can he outline what monies have been spent on signage including poles etc by this Council per year over the last 5 years by this Council?

REPLY:
 Roads Traffic Department have spent 25,000 euro on average per year over the last 5 years on Roads General Signage . Other Departments eg Roads Design & Construction, Roads Maintenance, Housing etc have  their separate budgets for signage requirements that arise in connection with new road schemes, replacement of signs, estate management etc.

Q3/0109
BUILDING ENERGY REQUIREMENT REGULATIONS
QUESTION: Councillor S. Crowe

To ask the Manager will he supply a detailed report outlining the financial or any other implications involved for this Council in implementing the new Building Energy Requirement regulations that are being introduced by the Department of Environment?

REPLY:
The new Building Energy Rating laws require that all dwellings, new or existing offered for sale or 
for rent must have a Building Energy Rating Certificate from 1st January 2009. Also, all non-
domestic buildings must have a certificate – this includes public buildings such as our own H.Q., leisure centres, community centres, libraries and other such buildings. The Council has trained a number of its staff as Building Energy Rating Assessors, and these Assessors have been registered with Sustainable Energy Ireland, the agency charged with the responsibility for administering this new legislation. Each BER certificate issued will incur a charge of €25+V.A.T. 
payable to SEI and an independent assessor charges in the region of €375/€400 per assessment.


While it is difficult to make predictions in the current economic climate, it is estimated that 
approximately 830 certificates may have to be provided by the Council in 2009. 

Based on this figure, if the Council was to pay external assessors, it would cost approximately €332,000 (830 x 375 + €25 per unit). However, our training outlay was 
€30,000, and we will have to pay €25 per certificate issued, and this amounts to a total of €50,750. Because we have our own Assessors and they are part of our workforce, the actual savings accrued based on these figure will be approximately €281,250. Every year after 2009 will generate similar savings through utilising 
our own trained Assessors.   

Q4/0109
ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR
QUESTION: Councillor S. Crowe

To ask the Manager will he outline the specific grounds where a family or individual can attain an emergency transfer on the grounds of being subject to anti social behaviour from this Council's Housing Department?

REPLY: 
The Council's Scheme of Letting Priorities which was adopted by the Elected Members 
and approved by the Minister for Environment Housing and Urban Renewal in December 2006 sets out the criteria for  applications for transfer to alternative accommodation, which  criteria includes pursuit of a transfer on grounds of anti social behaviour.  Where such a transfer request is made, the application must be supported by a letter from the Garda Superintendent stating that there is a risk to personal safety.


http://www.sdublincoco.ie/sdcc/departments/housing/publications//doc/Sc
heme%20of%20Letting%20Priorities%202006.18042007.doc 

The Council, through the office of its Housing Estate Management Team is fully 
committed to resolving incidents of anti social behaviour  by endeavouring the solve the problem at source, 
 through the promotion of pro-social initiatives such as mediation services, Family Functional Therapy and support through the office of the Tenancy Sustainment Workers so as to avoid the 
destabilising of communities by transfer of families who are victims  as opposed to perpetrators of anti-social behaviour in our communities.   A sub-committee of the Housing SPC has recently been established for the purpose of reviewing the Council's Anti-Social Behaviour Policy Document which was adopted by the Members in 2005.  This document will be guided by the 
provisions of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2008.

Q5/0109
ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR
QUESTION: Councillor S. Crowe

To ask the Manager will he outline how many transfers have been agreed by this Council to individuals or families on the grounds of being subjected to intolerable abuse and anti social behaviour in the last 12 months?

REPLY:
The Council's Scheme of Letting Priorities which was adopted by the Elected Members 
and approved by the Minister for Environment Housing and Urban Renewal in December 2006 sets out the criteria for  applications for transfer to alternative accommodation, which  criteria includes pursuit of a transfer on grounds of anti social behaviour.  Where such a transfer request is made, the application must be supported by a letter from the Garda Superintendent stating that there is a risk to personal safety.

Of the fifty-two no. transfers facilitated in the current year, five of those  transfers were awarded on ground of anti social behaviour.


http://www.sdublincoco.ie/sdcc/departments/housing/publications//doc/Sc
heme%20of%20Letting%20Priorities%202006.18042007.doc
Q6/0109
STORAGE 
QUESTION: Councillor S. Crowe

To ask the Manager in view of difficulties in the past, if a suitable premises has been identified to store lifts and other appliances for people with severe impairments that have been removed by this Council following the death of a tenant in Council housing?

REPLY:
There is no ongoing requirement for the storage of the type of equipment mentioned in 
the question, as only two straight stair lifts (type most commonly used in Council housing stock) have been returned in the last four years and both of these were too old for restoration.  The Council did however have a request for a "throughfloor lift" to be removed from a house after the tenant's husband had died and identification of  a suitable tenant took some time but this matter has now been resolved to the satisfaction of all concerned.  There are very few of these type of lifts in the Council stock but should the situation arise in the future a similar effort would be made to 
ensure its reuse.

The provision of storage in most cases would not be cost effective as the equipment is generally long, bulky and heavy and would have to be stored in a groundfloor location, well insulated and heated in order to ensure it remained in a workable condition.   Also, it would not be cost effective in terms of removal, storage and re-fitting to store this type of equipment if more than 3 years 
old.  However, when a house/apartment becomes available which has special needs equipment installed, every effort is made to ensure the property is allocated to a tenant/s who require this type of equipment. 
Q7/0109
CULTURAL CENTRE 

QUESTION: Councillor J. Lahart

To ask that the Manager present a report on the cost of the Cultural Centre and how this compares with the initial projected cost?

REPLY:
RUA RED the new County Arts Centre will officially open in February 2009 at a cost of approximately €9.5M and within the budget allocated to the project. Some minor works have yet to be completed and await the final cost plan for the project.

South Dublin County Council in the development of this arts infrastructure project has set aside the traditional style arts centre based on one building and one organisation undertaking the programming. The Council has developed a model that encourages a strategic approach to the development of the arts across the county taking into account:  

· The geography and demographics of South Dublin County. 

· The presence of existing arts organisations. 

· The relationship between the local authority and the arts centre

An arts centre company has been established to manage this flagship development. The programming of activities in the arts centre facilities will be undertaken by a range of existing arts organisations including Tallaght Community Arts Centre, and new service providers.

This structure allows for flexibility in programming activities and scope to offer tenders for the use of space. It allows for contracting out services such as artist studios management, application procedures and liaison with artists.

The new flagship building in Tallaght is designed to reflect current approaches to the making and delivery of arts.  Alongside two high quality exhibition spaces (including a ‘white cube’) and a 60 seat performance space, the emphasis is on ‘process’ and ‘participation’.  The definition of space reflects the primary aim of the arts centre, to support the artist and participant in the conception and making of art.  


The arts centre development in Tallaght which has taken place alongside a major extension of the County Library and which is adjacent to the Civic Theatre, offers 
opportunity for the creation of a synergetic cultural nucleus in Tallaght, which should have a countywide impact.


The objectives are:
· Support and develop the arts countywide. 

· Encourage all art forms. 

· Support professional productions and exhibitions of art by local, national and 
international artists. 

· Provide opportunities for communities to participate in arts activities. 

· Encourage professional arts organisations and artists to work and live in South Dublin 
County.  

· Provide spaces for productions, exhibitions and process-based activities. 

· Provide workspace for arts organisations and artists. 


The facilities of the RUA RED are as follows:

                                                        Ground Floor

Gallery 1


Gallery 2


Art Store


Café / Servery


Reception


Toilets


Performance Space


Changing Rooms with Showers


Art Workshop Room

                                                                          Floor 1

3 Offices


Art workshop Room


5 Music Rooms


Dance Rehearsal Studio

                                                                          Floor 2

3 Offices


3 Incubator Units


2 Large Multimedia Rooms


Boardroom


1 Large Workroom

                                                                           Top Floor

3 Offices


6 Artist studio spaces

Q8/0109
LIBRARY
QUESTION: Councillor J. Lahart

To ask the Manager to present a report on the cost of the library construction/refurbishment, to include the public art piece to the south of the building?

REPLY:
The construction of the County Library involved the following works –

· Refurbishment and fit out of old library 

· Construction and fit out of new extension to west of building incorporating floors 
1 and 2 of Chamber house.

Final accounts for the county library are not yet completed but are estimated at €4.5 m.

The Council also received a grant of €936,978.93 from the Department of Environment, Heritage & local Government in respect of purchase of books, equipment ,furniture & fittings for County Library.

The public art sculpture adjacent to the County library was negotiated as part of the disposal of adjoining lands and was funded by the developer of the site as it also incorporates the air handling management system for the adjacent car parks.

Q9/0109
OWNERSHIP OF LIBRARY
QUESTION: Councillor J. Lahart

To ask the Manager to present a report on the ownership of the building in which the refurbished library is housed?

REPLY:


The building the County Library is housed in is owned by the council.

The Council at its meeting held on the 14th January, 2002 Minute No.C33/02 approved 
the disposal of 3.85 acres or thereabouts at Belgard Square North/West, Town Centre, Tallaght, Dublin 24 to Keenbury Properties Ltd.  The conditions of disposal provided “inter alia” that Keenbury Properties Ltd would, at its own expense, provide the Council 
with an office suite of not less than 40,000 square feet gross to a modern “shell” specification referred to as Block “C” Chamber House. The developer completed the development of the Office Suite which is now known as Chamber House and which in fact now has a floor area in excess of 46,000 sq.ft. 
Chamber House is constructed on Council owned lands and consequently the Council is the owner of the building.  The refurbishment of the County Library in Tallaght incorporates part of Chamber House and the remainder of the building has been leased to the HSE.  Minute No.C/0065/08 refers.
H6/0109
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
H7/0109
EXTINGUISHMENTS OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY – a) At Rear of 58/62 & 63/68 Balrothery Estate, Tallaght and b) At Killeen Road, Clondalkin

The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

a) At Rear of 58/62 & 63/68 Balrothery Estate, Tallaght

“The attached report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting (2) held on Monday 15th December, 2008.

It was proposed by Councillor J. Neville, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and AGREED:

"That this Committee recommends to the Council that the public right of way 
at rear of 58/62 and 63/68 Balrothery Estate, Tallaght, as shown coloured red 
on Drawing No. 
RE 0624 be extinguished.”
The extinguishment is to be effected by means of a wall and gate.

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way is a reserved function 
of the Council.

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:

“South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public right–of-way at rear of 58/62 and 63/68 Balrothery Estate, Tallaght, as shown coloured red on Drawing No. RE 0624 be extinguished.”

MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2)

Monday, December 15, 2008

HEADED ITEM NO. 9


Proposed Extinguishment of Public Right of Way at rear of 58/62 and 63/68 Balrothery estate, Tallaght, Dublin 24. Map Ref: RE 0624

The following report was submitted to the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting (2) on the 
Monday 22nd September, 2008.


“An application was received from the residents of Balrothery Estate to formally 
extinguish the public right-of-way at the rear of 58-62 and 63-68 Balrothery Estate, 
Tallaght, Dublin 24, due to anti social behaviour.  It is proposed to effect the closure by means of a wall and gate.” 


Following consideration of the report, it was agreed to initiate the procedure.


The proposal to extinguish the public right-of-way was advertised in the Echo on 
Wednesday 1st October, 2008 and signs were erected on site in accordance with Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993.  The latest date for receipt of objections, representations and requests for an oral hearing was Friday 14th November, 2008. 


No submissions were received in response to the public advertisement/notice. 


Bord Gais and Eircom have no objections to the proposed extinguishment. 


ESB have no objection but must be contacted prior to any works being carried out. 

NTL have no objection but have stated that there are services adjacent to location and an NTL Plant Protection officer to be present during any works. 


Water, Drainage and Public Lighting Sections have no objection. 


The Council has no power to sanction the erection of gates.


The Housing Department has agreed to finance the cost of the works.

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way and the granting of an oral hearing is a reserved function of the Council.
Any recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the attention of the Council.”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor E. Walsh and RESOLVED:

“South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public right–of-way at rear of 58/62 and 63/68 Balrothery Estate, Tallaght, as shown coloured red on Drawing No. RE 0624 be extinguished.”
(b) PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY AT KILLEEN ROAD, CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22.  MAP REF: RE 0806
“The attached report was considered at the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting (1) held on 
Wednesday, 3rd December, 2008.

It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor S. O’Conchuir and AGREED:

"That this Committee recommends to the Council that the public right of way 
at Killeen Road, Clondalkin, as shown coloured red on Drawing No. RE 0806 be extinguished.”
The extinguishment is to be effected by means of a low wall and railings.

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way is a reserved function 
of the Council.


If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:

“South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public right–of-way at Killeen Road, Clondalkin, as shown coloured red on Drawing No. RE 0806 be extinguished.”

MEETING OF LUCAN-CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (1)

Wednesday, December 3, 2008

HEADED ITEM NO. 5


Proposed Extinguishment of Public right of Way at Killeen Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22

The following report was considered at the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting (1) 
on 17th September, 2008.


“An application has been received from Development Department to formally extinguish 
the public right-of-way over section of land at Killeen Road, Clondalkin Dublin 22. Development Department propose to dispose of this section of land to adjoining property owners. It is proposed to effect the closure by means of a low wall and railings.”  


Following consideration of the report, it was agreed to initiate the procedure. 


The proposal to extinguish the public right-of-way was advertised in the Echo on 
Wednesday 1st October, 2008 and signs were erected on site in accordance with Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993. The latest date for receipt of objections, representations and 
requests for an oral hearing was Friday 14th November, 2008. 


No submissions were received in response to the public advertisement/notice. 


Bord Gais object as their records “indicate the presence of a 180mm diameter 4 
bar gas main and two associated services on this site.  Consequently we would have an objection to the ceding of this land into private ownership. It may be possible to alter the main out of the site but there would be a charge for this activity."

Eircom object as there is “Eircom plant in this area”. 

ESB has no objection but stipulate contact should be made prior to commencement of 
any 
works. 

NTL have stated that they have no underground services within the proposed area and 
therefore 
have no objection to the proposed extinguishment. 


Water Section has no objection to the proposed extinguishment. 


Drainage Section objects to the proposed extinguishment on the grounds that:


“there are two main drains and two manholes on this land. One manhole is the 
foul sewer mains. The Drainage Maintenance Section would need access to these 
services at all times. This land would have wayleaves over it for the Council to 
access 
these services and change of ownership would be subject to wayleave 
agreements 
being transferred to the new owners.” 


Public Lighting has no objection to the proposed extinguishment but stated that there are public lighting columns and underground ducting located within the designated site. Therefore the applicant shall be responsible for the cost of relocation/replacement/alteration/damage to public lighting equipment. 


Development Department reported that it is proposed to dispose of this area 
to the applicants while maintaining a wayleave over the whole area. 


The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way and the granting of an Oral Hearing is a reserved function of the Council. 


The recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the attention of the Council.”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor E. Walsh  and RESOLVED:

“South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public right–of-way at Killeen Road, Clondalkin, as shown coloured red on Drawing No. RE 0806 be extinguished.”

H8/0109
DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING

The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing and was CONSIDERED:


“Under Section 94 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) South Dublin County Council prepared a Housing Strategy.  One of the key purposes of the strategy is 
to identify 
the overall need for affordable housing in the area of the County Development Plan and to 
ensure that South Dublin County Council provides for the development of affordable housing.  To date, the Council has been successful in acquiring affordable housing units for eligible 
applicants through:-

(a) Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended)

(b) The development of public private partnerships/joint ventures.

(c) The Integrated Area Plans in tax designated areas.

The Property Path has sold 1302 affordable homes since the commencement of 
all programmes, under Part V, joint venture and affordable initiatives. 
To date 345 applications have been received In respect of the 121 properties made available by the Affordable Homes Partnership in March 2007. 119 of these properties have now closed. 

A new initiative was launched in August 2008 consisting of Affordable properties in Newcastle. Adamstown, Lucan and Tallaght. An internet and newspaper 
promotional campaign took place on these homes. Affordable applicants have placed deposits on 139 homes under the scheme.

In order to comply with the requirements of Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) and Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 it is recommended that the Council dispose of 1 property at The Paddocks, Lucan, Co. Dublin and 1 property at Loftus Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24 (schedule available at the meeting) in accordance with the affordable housing scheme as adopted by the Council in April 2003. 

The consent of the Council is sought for the disposal of these properties to the 


eligible applicants. 


Joe Horan


County Manager”

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and AGREED:

“That the Council dispose of 1 property at The Paddocks, Lucan, Co. Dublin and 1 property at Loftus Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24 (schedule available at the meeting) in accordance with the affordable housing scheme as adopted by the Council in April 2003.”
H9/0109
DRAFT REGIONAL AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT PLAN
The following reports, which had been circulated, were presented by Ms. P. Poole, Director of Environmental Services, and was CONSIDERED:


“A Draft Air Quality Management plan was prepared and presented to a joint meeting of 
the relevant Strategic Policy Committees of the four Dublin Local Authorities on 16th 
December 2008 during which detailed discussions took place.  Following on from these discussions the next stage in the Statutory Process is to arrange Public Consultation on the Draft Plan. Accordingly it is proposed subject to the agreement of the Council to commence the Statutory Consultation Process on a Regional basis this month. The Public Consultation will continue for one month.     


Following this consultation process, the Draft Plan, together with any proposed amendments, will again be considered by the relevant Strategic Policy Committees and the Council. The adoption of the Air Quality Management Plan is a reserved function.


The Draft Plan and Executive Summary are attached.”


“Dublin Regional Air Quality Management Plan


Executive Summary

In 1999 the four Dublin Region local authorities formally adopted the Dublin Regional Air Quality 
Management Plan. The principal objective of this Plan was to collectively develop policies 
and strategies to ensure that measured levels of air pollutant concentrations within the functional areas of the local authorities in the Region complied with air quality target values. It is evident from air quality monitoring data since then that air quality in 
the Dublin Region is generally good.

The Plan established a number of measures to control and reduce air polluting emissions from both stationary and road transport sources. The Plan also dealt with educational and promotional programmes, and the establishment of a Steering Committee to ensure effective implementation 
measures. 

In the interim there have been a number of notable interventions in improving air quality in the Dublin Region as a result of local, regional, and national initiatives. It is the case though that closer collective action between the local authorities is possible in terms of 
the continuing management of air quality in the Region. To this end the process to collectively review this Plan began in earnest in late 2006, with a view improving the Plan as necessary.  

The review process will involve public consultation, and the adoption of the Plan is a reserve function.   

This draft Air Quality Management Plan is not a stand-alone document and should be considered in conjunction with the extensive work that has been done by local authorities in the Dublin Region in to relation to planning, waste management, sustainability, climate change, and energy management initiatives.


The main strategies in this draft plan include: 

1. Improve coordination of our efforts and build on the good work done to date

2. Mainstream air quality management into all major policy areas  

3. Strengthen evidence based decision making by improving how we share 
information on air 
quality 

4. Lead by example with measures related to local authority activities that will reduce 
emissions.    

5. Identify and priorities tackling main potential threats to air quality.   

6. Provide clear time- bound criteria for the achievement of objectives.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors C. Keane and S. O’Connor.

Ms. P. Poole responded to the Members’ queries and it was agreed that the report would be brought to the area committees before formal adoption by the Council.

The report was NOTED.

H10/0109
RAISING OF LOANS FOR 2009

The following report which had been circulated, was presented by Ms. C. Henehan, Head of Finance and was CONSIDERED: 

PROPOSED RAISING OF LOANS - HOUSING PURPOSES 

“The County Council is empowered to borrow from the Housing Finance Agency for the purpose of carrying out its functions under the Housing Acts.

It has been recommended by the Agency that a borrowing resolution should be a general resolution approving the borrowing of funds for housing purposes rather than specific resolutions for individual loan types.

Approval is now being sought for authority to raise loans to a limit of €59,000,000

from the Housing Finance Agency plc for any purpose authorised under the Housing Acts during the year ending 31st December 2009, and including:

· Shared ownership scheme.

· Rental subsidy scheme for voluntary housing groups.

· House purchase loans.

· Borrowing for the purpose of refinancing housing loans.

· Short Term Borrowing / Bridging Finance for Affordable Housing.

· Any other purpose authorised under the Housing Acts.”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor E. Walsh and RESOLVED:

“That South Dublin County Council authorise the raising of loans to a limit of €59,000,000 from the Housing Finance Agency plc for any purpose authorised under the Housing Acts during the year ending 31st December 2009, and including:

· Shared ownership scheme.

· Rental subsidy scheme for voluntary housing groups.

· House purchase loans.

· Borrowing for the purpose of refinancing housing loans.

· Short Term Borrowing / Bridging Finance for Affordable Housing.

· Any other purpose authorised under the Housing Acts.”

H11/0109
AUTHORISATION OF OVER-EXPENDITURE 2008

The following report which had been circulated, was presented by Ms. C. Henehan, Head of Finance and was CONSIDERED:


AUTHORISATION OF OVER-EXPENDITURE


“In accordance with Section 104 of the Local Government Act 2001, Council approval is required for increased revenue account expenditure in 2008. These variances in the 2008 revenue account income and expenditure budgets were considered during and formed part of the 2009 Budget process.


Details of expenditure out-turn for the various Divisions are set out hereunder:


Authorisation of Additional Over Expenditure for 2008

	
	Division and Service
	Under/(Over) Expenditure
	Increased/    (Decreased) Income
	Net

	
	
	
	
	

	A01
	Maintenance & Improvement of LA Housing Units
	166,000 
	3,500 
	169,500 

	A02
	Housing Assessment, Allocation and Transfer
	-1,100 
	0 
	-1,100 

	A03
	Housing Rent and Tenant Purchase Administration
	323,400 
	-5,400 
	318,000 

	A04
	Housing Community Development Support
	-241,000 
	30,100 
	-210,900 

	A05
	Administration of Homeless Service
	175,600 
	-139,300 
	36,300 

	A06
	Support to Housing Capital & Affordable Prog
	3,496,000 
	-4,472,400 
	-976,400 

	A07
	RAS Programme
	-509,400 
	585,400 
	76,000 

	A08
	Housing Loans
	503,600 
	75,700 
	579,300 

	A09
	Housing Grants
	1,121,800 
	-1,214,900 
	-93,100 

	A11
	Agency & Recoupable Services
	4,600 
	-2,000 
	2,600 

	
	
	
	
	

	A
	Division Total
	5,039,500 
	-5,139,300 
	-99,800 

	
	
	
	
	

	B01
	NP Road - Maintenance and Improvement
	-20,500 
	15,800 
	-4,700 

	B02
	NS Road - Maintenance and Improvement
	-18,200 
	2,100 
	-16,100 

	B03
	Regional Road - Maintenance and Improvement
	49,300 
	1,500 
	50,800 

	B04
	Local Road - Maintenance and Improvement
	-324,500 
	39,500 
	-285,000 

	B05
	Public Lighting
	-192,200 
	-124,400 
	-316,600 

	B06
	Traffic Management Improvement
	219,300 
	3,000 
	222,300 

	B07
	Road Safety Engineering Improvement
	254,200 
	-230,200 
	24,000 

	B08
	Road Safety Promotion & Education
	-36,900 
	1,400 
	-35,500 

	B09
	Maintenance & Management of Car Parking
	-1,800 
	50,000 
	48,200 

	B10
	Support to Roads Capital Prog
	-761,400 
	2,700 
	-758,700 

	B11
	Agency & Recoupable Services
	0 
	0 
	0 

	
	
	
	
	

	B
	Division Total
	-832,700 
	-238,600 
	-1,071,300 

	C01
	Water Supply
	1,346,000 
	-1,723,600 
	-377,600 

	C02
	Waste Water Treatment
	2,325,600 
	3,600 
	2,329,200 

	C03
	Collection of Water and Waste Water Charges
	80,300 
	300 
	80,600 

	C04
	Public Conveniences
	0 
	0 
	0 

	C05
	Admin of Group and Private Installations
	-2,800 
	5,000 
	2,200 

	C06
	Support to Water Capital Programme
	467,400 
	900 
	468,300 

	C07
	Agency & Recoupable Services
	192,000 
	-598,900 
	-406,900 

	
	
	
	
	

	C
	Division Total
	4,408,500 
	-2,312,700 
	2,095,800 

	
	
	
	
	

	D1
	Forward Planning
	261,000 
	238,500 
	499,500 

	D02
	Development Management
	277,400 
	-768,400 
	-491,000 

	D03
	Enforcement
	-3,300 
	0 
	-3,300 

	D04
	Industrial and Commercial Facilities
	-758,400 
	13,800 
	-744,600 

	D05
	Tourism Development and Promotion
	0 
	0 
	0 

	D06
	Community and Enterprise Function
	-78,400 
	28,700 
	-49,700 

	D07
	Unfinished Housing Estates
	0 
	0 
	0 

	D08
	Building Control
	6,800 
	-14,500 
	-7,700 

	D09
	Economic Development and Promotion
	6,400 
	0 
	6,400 

	D10
	Property Management
	104,000 
	-339,400 
	-235,400 

	D11
	Heritage and Conservation Services
	130,800 
	-100,500 
	30,300 

	D12
	Agency & Recoupable Services
	0 
	0 
	0 

	
	
	
	
	

	D
	Division Total
	-53,700 
	-941,800 
	-995,500 

	
	
	
	
	

	E01
	Landfill Operation & Aftercare
	2,107,300 
	-211,700 
	1,895,600 

	E02
	Recovery and Recycling Facilities Operations
	73,000 
	202,200 
	275,200 

	E03
	Waste to Energy Facilities Operations
	0 
	0 
	0 

	E04
	Provision of Waste to Collection Services
	1,230,600 
	-3,401,200 
	-2,170,600 

	E05
	Litter Management
	81,300 
	132,600 
	213,900 

	E06
	Street Cleaning
	155,700 
	-17,800 
	137,900 

	E07
	Waste Regulations, Monitoring and Enforcement
	-1,016,200 
	1,011,400 
	-4,800 

	E08
	Waste Management Planning
	0 
	0 
	0 

	E09
	Maintenance of Burial Grounds
	-6,000 
	5,200 
	-800 

	E10
	Safety of Structures and Places
	90,100 
	-41,300 
	48,800 

	E11
	Operation of Fire Service
	-443,400 
	-300,000 
	-743,400 

	E12
	Fire Prevention
	0 
	0 
	0 

	E13
	Water Quality, Air and Noise Pollution
	-13,400 
	45,400 
	32,000 

	E14
	Agency & Recoupable Services
	0 
	0 
	0 

	
	
	
	
	

	E
	Division Total
	2,259,000 
	-2,575,200 
	-316,200 

	
	
	
	
	

	F01
	Leisure Facilities Operations
	-23,200 
	-99,300 
	-122,500 

	F02
	Operation of Library and Archival Service
	-110,400 
	40,900 
	-69,500 

	F03
	Outdoor Leisure Areas Operations
	-132,300 
	-24,100 
	-156,400 

	F04
	Community Sport and Recreational Development
	-587,600 
	458,400 
	-129,200 

	F05
	Operation of Arts Programme
	-7,500 
	-183,900 
	-191,400 

	F06
	Agency & Recoupable Services
	0 
	0 
	0 

	
	
	
	
	

	F
	Division Total
	-861,000 
	192,000 
	-669,000 

	
	
	
	
	

	G01
	Land Drainage Costs
	0 
	0 
	0 

	G02
	Operation and Maintenance of Piers and Harbours
	0 
	0 
	0 

	G03
	Coastal Protection
	0 
	0 
	0 

	G04
	Veterinary Service
	-136,200 
	34,400 
	-101,800 

	G05
	Educational Support Services
	348,400 
	-327,300 
	21,100 

	G06
	Agency & Recoupable Services
	0 
	0 
	0 

	
	
	
	
	

	G
	Division Total
	212,200 
	-292,900 
	-80,700 

	
	
	
	
	

	H01
	Profit & Loss Machinery Account
	347,300 
	900 
	348,200 

	H02
	Profit & Loss Stores Account
	0 
	0 
	0 

	H03
	Administration of Rates
	465,400 
	5,278,100 
	5,743,500 

	H04
	Franchise Costs
	-24,800 
	3,200 
	-21,600 

	H05
	Operation of Morgue and Coroner Expenses
	50,000 
	0 
	50,000 

	H06
	Weighbridges
	0 
	0 
	0 

	H07
	Operation of Markets and Casual Trading
	31,000 
	-41,000 
	-10,000 

	H08
	Malicious Damage
	51,300 
	-50,000 
	1,300 

	H09
	Local Representation & Civic Leadership
	1,200 
	800 
	2,000 

	H10
	Motor Taxation
	0 
	0 
	0 

	H11
	Agency & Recoupable Services
	-500 
	-400,400 
	-400,900 

	
	
	
	
	

	H
	Division Total
	920,900 
	4,791,600 
	5,712,500 

	
	
	
	
	

	 
	Total for All Divisions
	11,092,700 
	-6,516,900 
	4,576,100 

	
	
	
	
	

	Rates Shortfall (€5m less €1.4m prior year Rates Tribunal decision)
	3,600,000

	
	
	
	
	

	Incoming Credit Balance
	
	
	976,100 



The principal areas of over-expenditure include:


Housing Community Development Support


RAS Programme


Local Roads Maintenance & Improvement


Public lighting


Support for the Roads Capital Programme


Development of Industrial and Commercial Facilities


Waste Regulations, Monitoring & Enforcement


Operation of Fire Service


Operation of Libraries


Operation of Outdoor Leisure Areas (Parks)


Community Support and Recreational Development


Veterinary Service and Control of Horses & Dogs


The over-expenditure is offset by a combination of increased incomes and expenditure savings in other areas.”
It was proposed by Councillor  M. Corr, seconded by Councillor E. Walsh  and AGREED:

“That in accordance with Section 104 of the Local Government Act 2001, that the Council approve the increased revenue account expenditure in 2008 as specified in the foregoing report.”
CORRESPONDENCE


Ministerial
Co1/0109
Letter, dated 19th December 2008 from the Minister for Social & Family Affairs, regarding SDCC’s letter in relation to the National Carers’ Strategy.


The above letter was NOTED.

Other
Co2/0109
Letter, dated 10th  November 2008 from Macroom Town Council regarding motion passed calling on the Government to reverse education cut-backs as announced in the Budget.


The above letter was NOTED.
Co3/0109
Letter, dated 10th December 2008 from South Tipperary County Council regarding motion passed calling on the Government to implement the school vaccination programme for twelve year old girls.


The above letter was NOTED.
H12/0109
MAYOR’S BUSINESS

EUROPEAN YEAR OF CREATIVITY AND INNOVATION 2009

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillors G. O’Connell and E. Walsh:

“That South Dublin County Council considers initiatives for the forthcoming European Year of Creativity and Innovation 2009 with particular reference to goal number 3 of the year which is “cultural diversity as a source of creativity and innovation”.”

REPORT:
“The European Year of Creativity and Innovation has the objective to raise awareness of importance of creativity and innovation for personal, social and economic development, to disseminate good practices, stimulate education and research, and promote policy debate and development.

The Year addresses a wide spectrum of related themes such as:
· fostering artistic and other forms of creativity through pre-school, primary and secondary education including vocational streams, as well as non-formal and informal education 

· maintaining engagement with creative forms of self-expression throughout adult life 

· cultural diversity as a source of creativity and innovation 

· information and communication technologies as media for creative self-expression 

· regional and local development strategies based on creativity and innovation 

· cultural and creative industries including design – where the aesthetic and the economic coincide 

· innovation in public and private services. 

It is proposed that South Dublin County Council will host a Seminar in May 2009 which will, in conjunction with other agencies and interested groups, examine and explore the themes of Cultural Diversity, connecting and preserving cultures and how this can contribute positively and innovatively to the social fabric of South Dublin County and its citizens.”
           A discussion followed with contributions from M. Corr, G. O’Connell, C. Keane, M. Corr, G. O’Connell, C. Keane and E. Walsh.

Ms. T. Walsh, Head of Corporate Services responded to the Members’ queries.


The motion was PASSED.

M1/0109 
CHILDREN’S WEBSITE

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr and seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan:

“That the Manager undertakes to develop a section of www.sdcc.ie for children, to have links to this section of the site featured prominently on the homepage of www.sdcc.ie and to create as much interactivity as possible within it in order to engage, educate and encourage as much participation by children as possible as well as promoting active citizenship from an early age.  This is to be created in addition to the development of the "Skids" section of the Libraries website.”


REPORT:

“The South Dublin Children’s Services Committee has begun the process of building a Childrens Services Website which can be accessed at www.southdublinchildren.ie

The website has been developed to serve 3 distinct user groups, Children, Young People and Adults.  While still at a very basic level of design the website contains a lot of information which is designed to engage children in physical activity and also give them information on a range of topics.  These topics include; South Dublin County Council, the Mayor and the Councillors.  Other areas include an issues zone which contains sections on Getting Healthy, Getting Active, Getting 
Creative, Being Green, Comhairle na nÓg, Internet Safety and links to other Childrens’ websites. 


The Teen Zone, as yet underdeveloped also contains information under similar headings. 


The Adult Zone provides information on the Children Services Committee, its membership, Workplan and lists a number of publications on Children.  Its Service Directory contains a directory on Health Service providers, Education, Family Support Services, Housing and National Helplines.  


The Interagency working sub-group of the CSC is currently carrying out a survey of service providers (Health, Education, Housing, Advice and Counselling, etc) in the County. The data gathered from this survey will form a Directory for Front line Workers in the South Dublin Area and will be hosted on this website. 


While acknowledging the current site is still very much under development, work is ongoing.  A design brief has been put together which requires appropriate specialisation to complete the project.  In the meantime work continues to collect and collate the data required to populate this website. 


Other web-sites which have been developed for children include the Libraries website at 
www.southdublinlibraries.ie

The very recently developed Sports Partnership at www.sdcsp.ie

And the Noise website at www.noisesouthdublin.com”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Corr, T. Gilligan and C. Keane.

Mr. J. Horan, County Manager and Ms. T. Walsh, Director of Service responded to the Members’ queries.
The report was NOTED.

M2/0109
NAMING OF ROUNDABOUTS
It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart and seconded by Councillor C. Keane:

“That the Council agrees on a policy of naming roundabouts in the County for ease of reference for motorists and commuters and visitors to each area.”


REPORT:

“The possibility of naming Landmark Roundabouts/Junctions has been under consideration, by the Roads Dept., for some time, with regard to putting forward proposals for the members to consider. It should be borne in mind that there are a number of intertwining issues, not least legal and safety issues, that need to be examined in depth, to ensure a successful outcome. In this regard, the following interim report has been prepared for discussion, following which, it is hoped to put forward a more comprehensive proposal to the next meeting of the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee.


Background :-

Management of traffic, utilising direction signage is laid down in the Traffic Signs Manual as published by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government. The traffic signs manual stipulates the method for design and content of direction signs for National, Regional and Local roads. The system of signage is established to provide clear direction, between origin and destination, as far as is prudently possible. It is important that clear information is imparted, as, obviously, only a limited number of locations can be included, on any sign, or within any signage 
scheme.


In order to assist drivers as they approach their own unique destination it is desirable that locations, or significant intersections, are appropriately identified. A system of road name signs usually provides suitable location identification. However, in certain circumstances the road name signs can be too distant and existing directional signage is unable to include sufficient local information, without compromising safety. In this case location, or landmark signs, could be 
appropriate, to augment existing directional signage. 


As a method of assisting motorists navigate, and interpret directional signage, it is desirable that clear information be imparted, to the long-distance driver, on more distant destinations but also to the person who has almost arrived at their destination, on their exact, current location, and adjacent local areas and landmarks. The designer of the signage should strive to ensure that, all commuter types, should be catered for locally, and should be in a position to traverse each signage cell as painlessly and efficiently as possible.


Any proposed system, to provide landmark signage, should include the following:

A roundabout or junction should be assessed to ascertain the benefit to motorists of including extra landmark signage in the design. For instance, if the existing directional signs, on approach, only cater for more distant locations, or if adequate local road name signs are also in 
place, and suffice to appraise local commuters of more immediate possible destinations.


Any possible disadvantages, of installing landmark signage, must also be thoroughly 
assessed. For instance, signs could not be provided, if the additional signage could pose a 
distraction to drivers, or otherwise constitute a safety hazard such as lack of adequate sight 
distance etc. 


At all times landmark signage must conform to the current Traffic Signs Manual.


Where it is proposed to provide landmark signage the appropriate name must first be investigated. Under the Public Bodies Order 1946 (S.I.No.273/1946) each Local Authority is required to keep a Road Schedule of Roads in its Charge. In February 1952, Dublin County Council published its Road Schedule containing the list of roads in its charge and describing each road by way of descriptive 
text. This schedule includes the names of many junctions. 


Several significant junctions, in the administrative area of South Dublin County Council, such as the Spawell Roundabout, have retained their names to this day and would possibly be the type of place where a pilot project could be initiated. Other locations, where names have fallen out of use, in recent times, could also be re-assessed as to whether the old name, or possibly a more suitable, or relevant new name, could be put forward for consideration. 


It should be noted at this juncture that any alteration of a junction name would require the same statutory process as changing the name of a road or street.


As outlined above, an effective method of landmark signage, to complement the existing direction signage, is recommended.

 
Proposal :-

It is proposed that distinctive landmark signage be installed at significant locations. 


A pilot scheme at a limited number of selected junctions across the county will be assessed. 


In order to get the widest perspective, various different types of junctions, cross roads, 
roundabouts and T junctions will be selected. 


Junctions shall be selected and signs provided in accordance with the criteria in this report


The junction’s performance and public feedback will be monitored in order to ascertain the added 
value the landmark signs and recommendation for further junctions signs can be progressed


Signs are to be considered for intersections, such as:-


1)                 Spawell Roundabout


2)                 Glenview Roundabout


3)                 Nangor Road, Ninth Lock


4)                 Crumlin Cross


5)                 Walkinstown Cross


6)                 Monastery Road Woodford Hill


It should be noted that other landmark intersections, such as the Red Cow, Balrothery, Kingswood and other major Motorway and National Road Interchanges etc., could also be considered, but 
approval from the NRA would have to be sought, and agreed, for such signage, prior to implementation.  


It should also be noted, while the council will endeavour to advise the relevant mapping 
organisations to the proposed name of any particular junction or roundabout. It cannot be 
guaranteed, however, that the name will be included on general mapping.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors J. Lahart, C. Keane, T. Ridge, C. Brophy, G. O’Connell and S. O’Connor.

Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer, Roads Department responded to the Members’ queries.

The report was NOTED.

M3/0109
COMMUNITY PROJECTS – LICENCE/LEASE
It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe and seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

“This Council agrees to instruct the Manager to treat as a priority, the resolution of the licence/ lease issue for Community projects in the South Dublin County Council area and can he give an updated and detailed report on the exact reasons, per project, for the long years of delay in releasing these vital documents.”


REPORT:
“The Council has endeavoured for many years to provide buildings or sites for buildings for various 
community purposes. These buildings and lands are for the most part provided to various 
community organisations free of charge or for nominal rent. The facilities provided are normally funded by grants from a range of public bodies and in some cases where the Council procures the construction of the buildings, the expenditure is carried  by the Council initially until it is recouped from the grant monies. The Council endeavours insofar as possible to make the facility available to 
the particular Community Organisation once it becomes available for use, albeit on an informal 
agreement. 

The process to grant a formal licence /lease is subsequently undertaken as there can be varying 
matters to be addressed as part of the process, including preparation of maps, agreements regarding areas which may be common to a number of facilities, agreement on terms with the particular organisation and the funders of the facility and legal advisers. However the nature of these facilities is that they are community based and for the most part their operation is publicly funded. The absence of a formal lease /licence  does not necessarily restrict the use of the facility for the purposes for which it was provided.

The grant of a lease or licence is not normally in itself sufficient documentation to facilitate a draw down of grant funding as the funding agencies involved e.g. Department of Arts Sports & Tourism , HSE etc require to place a Charge on the title to the property to ensure the use of the grant monies for the purpose provided, for a specified period. The Council frequently enter into Deeds of Covenant and Charge with various funding agencies to enable funds to be released for the capital cost or fit out of these facilities i.e. the Council is prepared to take a charge against its title which enables funds to be drawn down without the need for title to pass to the Organisation operating the facility.  This is for the most part a separate process to the grant of a lease or licence as the matter 
is usually dealt with by funding agencies and their solicitors.


It is understood that the Councillor is referring to a number of specific cases within the Tallaght area and the position in relation to applications within this area is as follows:

CARP Killinarden

The Licence Agreement is being processed by Council's Law Department and drafts have issued to CARP's Solicitors.  It is understood that the payment of a final installment of grant monies is deferred by HSE pending completion of Licence and Deed of Covenant and Charge. The Council is awaiting submission of a Deed of Covenant and Charge from the HSE in this matter, relating to the funding of the premises.


JADD Jobstown 

Terms for grant of a Management Licence issued to JADD on 27/3/2007. The applicant has as yet to confirm acceptance of terms in order to progress the Licence. The Council procured the construction of this building and the capital cost of construction is to be recouped to the Council by the HSE.The Council is awaiting submission of a Deed of Covenant and Charge from the HSE in this matter.


St. Dominic's Community Response Project

Terms for a Management Licence were issued to the Project on 4th April 2007. The Project's Solicitor replied in June 2007 and indicated that the Project wished to obtain a lease of the building. Terms for a 99 year  lease were subsequently issued on 18th February 2008 but there does not appear to have been any contact from the Project or their solicitors in the meantime to confirm acceptance of the terms. If the terms are accepted a report on the matter will be submitted to a future meeting of the Council for consideration. The Development Department is not aware of any grant monies held up in this case.


St. Mary's Boxing Club,St Dominic's Road

Terms issued for grant of a Management Licence 4-4-07 - No response from Boxing Club.The 
Development Department is not aware of any grant monies held up in this case.


Jobstown Childcare Premises at Jobstown Village 

The Lease in this case is being processed by the Council's Law Department and drafts have issued to lessee's solicitor. The Council procured the construction of this building and the capital cost of construction is to be recouped to the Council by An Pobal - monies have been received. 


Creche at Brookfield Youth & Community Centre

The Lease in this case is being processed by the Council's Law Department and drafts have issued 
to lessee's solicitor. The Council procured the construction of this building and the capital cost of 
construction is to be recouped to the Council by An Pobal.


 An Cosán- Site at Kiltalown

Draft leases agreed between solicitors for both parties some years ago. Procedure to be put in place for management and maintenance of common areas shared between An Cosán, Mary Mercer Health Centre and The Methodist Church in order to finalise leases. Matter is currently being reviewed with a view to an early solution. The Development Department is not aware of any grant 
monies held up in this case.


Knocklyon United FC- Changing room premises at St Colmcille's Way, Knocklyon

Deed of Covenant and Charge entered into between Council and Minister for Arts Sport and Tourism to facilitate draw down of grant funds by Club- Terms for a Management Licence to be issued to Club. 


Kilnamanagh AFC- All weather pitches at Treepark Road, Kilnamanagh

Deed of Covenant and Charge entered into between Council and Minister for Arts Sport and Tourism to facilitate draw down of grant funds by Club- Building Licence issued to Club to enable works to proceed -Terms for a Management Licence agreed with Club and will be granted when works are completed.


Tallaght Athletic Club & St Maelruans F.C. -  Clubhouses at Bancroft Park 

Terms for Management Licence to be issued to Clubs.The Development Department is not aware of any grant monies held up in this case.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors S. Crowe and M. Corr.

Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Development and Parks responded to the Members’ queries.

The motion was PASSED.

M4/0109
LOCAL AUTHORITIES SWIMMING POOL PROGRAMME
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy and seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:

“That this Council deplores the announcement by Minister Martin Cullen, in a written reply to a Dail Question on 24 September regarding the Government's Local Authorities Swimming Pools Programme, that "it is not intended to launch a new Programme at this time", condemns the delaying tactics used by the present Government in its responses to queries from this Council about the Programme, and requests the Manager to make a statement on the consequences for the Council's Water Leisure Strategy, and the Council's plans to build a swimming pool in Lucan, of the Government's decision not to launch a new Programme, in contradiction to repeated indications to this Council about the imminent re-opening of the Programme.”


REPORT:
“The Department of Arts, Sports and Tourism has not yet formally indicated to the Council when it 
expects to re-open its swimming pool programme.

The Department of the Environment by circular letter LG /03/ 08 dated 2/4/08 required each Local Authority to carry out a comprehensive audit of all arts, community and sports facilities within its area, this audit has been completed and returned to the Department.

The Community Department have embarked on this route to assist in the wider exercise of putting 
in place a more strategic approach to provision of facilities generally and ensure the development of necessary sports facilities throughout the country.

In the meantime Community Department has forwarded to the Department its Water Leisure Strategy Review to support the Council’s strategic view in this County.

Work still continues on finalising drawings and costings in preparation for a Part 8 application in anticipation of a decision by the Department.

It is emphasised that the Council is committed to providing this facility for the people of Lucan and surrounding areas and will do so in conjunction with receiving the necessary support from the Department of Arts, Sports and Tourism and subject also to the necessary capital funding being sourced.

Following any announcement of the reopening of the Swimming Pool Programme the Community Department will review likely costs and sources of funding with regard to the project.


In addition there may be further financial challenges with regard to funding ( Revenue and Capital 
) going forward which may negatively impact on the Council’s infrastructural programmes.


It will be necessary to await developments and clarifications regarding these challenges before fully 
assessing this project further.

Community Department is committed to the provision of a swimming pool in Lucan but can only do 
so within the resources available.


The members will be kept informed of developments.”

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Tuffy, G. O’Connell, C. Keane and D. Keating. 

Mr J.Horan, County Manager, responded to Members’ queries and also informed the Members that a draft 3 Year Capital Works Programme 2009-’11 was being prepared and would be brought to the members in the coming months.

The motion was PASSED.

M5/0109
TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION
It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell and seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:

“That this Council liaise with the three other Local Authorities in the Dublin Area to introduce (a) transitional accommodation for Traveller Families and (b) emergency accommodation for Traveller Families who for legitimate reasons find themselves in a homeless situation.”


REPORT:
“In accordance with the Council's Traveller Accommodation Programme, proposed under  the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998, it is an objective of the Council to consider the provision of transient accommodation in the county during the term of the current Traveller Accommodation Programme.

It has generally been agreed that in the Greater Dublin Area, transient  accommodation would be provided as part of a network of transient sites throughout all of the neighbouring metropolitan Authorities, in coordinated and comprehensive manner, discussion in this regard are currently being held between all four local authorities.

A number of meetings between the relevant authorities have been held to consider how such an integrated plan could be developed but to date no consensus on the delivery of the plan has been reached. Meetings between the relevant Local Authorities are ongoing, in an informal manner, to discuss all aspects of the provision of Traveller Specific Accommodation and the issue of the provision of Transient Sites will be placed on the agenda for discussion at the next such meeting. The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government have issued a memorandum on the Preparation, Adoption and Implementation of Local Authority Traveller Accommodation Programmes 2009 - 
2013, along with Consultation Guidelines on same. In relation to transient accommodation the memo states :. "Regard must also be had to the need for transient sites i.e. for stays of 
short duration as distinct from sites or parks for caravans for use as a permanent home". 

The consultation process will include the involvement and input of the Housing Strategic Policy Committee, the various Area Committees, and the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee, in order to prepare the Managers Report to Council in accordance with the Traveller Accommodation Act 1998.

In the case of families who wish to reside within the Administrative area of South Dublin, an assessment of need is taken and reviewed, and those who wish to apply for Traveller Specific Accommodation may do so.

Travellers who present as homeless to the Local Authority are assessed as with any other application and are referred to the relevant statutory and regulated agencies assigned to address the needs of the homeless.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors G. O’Connell and C. Keane.

Mr. J. Horan, County Manager, responded to the Members’ queries.

The motion was AGREED.

EMERGENCY MOTION

In accordance with Standing Order No. 15(5) the Mayor, Councillor M. Corr indicated that she had received the following emergency motion. It was  AGREED by the Members that it be put to the Council:

It was proposed by Councillor J. Daly, seconded by Councillors E. Walsh, K. Warren, R. Dowds, T. Ridge, C. Jones, J. Lahart, S. Crowe, S. O’Connor, D. Corrigan, E. Tuffy, J. Neville, P. Cosgrave, G. O’Connell, C. Brophy, J. Hannon, C. Keane and T. Gilligan:
“That this Council calls on the Minister for Transport, Mr. Noel Dempsey T.D., to ensure that adequate funding is made available by the National Roads Authority to South Dublin County Council so that this Council can undertake the necessary works on Tay Lane to bring the junction to an acceptable standard of safety, which will allow its continued use by local residents and the public.

The motion was AGREED.
M6/0109
USE OF WILD ANIMALS BY CIRCUSES

It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott and seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:

“That South Dublin County Council supports the introduction of by-laws or other measures which would ensure that circuses which use wild animals are prohibited from performing in any part of South Dublin County, in light of the well-documented evidence of suffering endured by the animals involved and the serious animal welfare issues raised.”


REPORT:

“The South Dublin County Council Development Plan, 2004 – 2010 sets 
out the policy in relation to circuses under Section 4.5.14 Policy SCR 27.


http://www.sdublincoco.ie/sdcc/departments/planning/public
ations/pdf/2004DevelopmentPlan.03112005.pdf
Circus sites have been provided on council lands for almost ten years, 
principally in the three Regional Parks – Tymon Park in Tallaght, Corkagh Park, Clondalkin and Griffeen Valley Park in Lucan. The sites are made available annually on the basis of an invitation to the industry for expressions of interest. In addition, Firhouse Community Centre have in recent years, and with the consent of the Council, provided a site for a circus. The Community Centre controls the operation of this site under the direction of the Council’s Community Department.

Arising from concerns expressed to the Parks & Landscape Services Department in 2005 regarding the use of wild animals such as lions, tigers and elephants in circuses, a review of the matter was undertaken.  It was concluded that it was not appropriate for the council to host circuses, which made use of wild animals in their shows, on council lands. The prospectus for the sites was altered and in 2006 preference was given to circuses that did not make use of wild animals. 

It is clear to the Council that the industry has responded to the 
requirements imposed in the expression of interest in relation the use of wild animals. Since 2006, the sites have only been awarded to circuses which do not make use of wild animals. 

The companies now submitting expressions of interest for the sites on 
South Dublin County Council lands no longer contain acts using wild animals. This measure is considered to have dealt with the matter as far as council land is concerned and it is not considered necessary to introduce Bye-laws to further regulate circuses on South Dublin County Council property.

In addition to the sites on council lands, there are also a number of locations in the county in private ownership which are occasionally used by circuses by agreement with the landowner. The Council has no direct control over these sites and legal opinion will be sought to ascertain if the introduction of appropriate bye-laws can be considered in such cases.”
It was AGREED to take Motion No. 12 in conjunction with this item:

M12/0109
WILD ANIMALS
It was proposed by Councillor M. Murphy and seconded by Councillor T. McDermott:
“That South Dublin County Council agrees to the immediate introduction of by-laws or other measures to prohibit circuses which use wild animals from performing on any land within its jurisdiction as have Fingal and Dun-Laoghaire/Rathdown County Councils.”


REPORT:
“The South Dublin County Council Development Plan, 2004 – 2010 sets 
out the policy in relation to circuses under Section 4.5.14 Policy SCR 27.
http://www.sdublincoco.ie/sdcc/departments/planning/publications/pdf/2004DevelopmentPlan.03112005.pdf
Circus sites have been provided on council lands for almost ten years, principally in the three Regional Parks – Tymon Park in Tallaght, Corkagh Park, Clondalkin and Griffeen Valley Park in Lucan. The sites are made available annually on the basis of an invitation to the industry for expressions of interest. In addition, Firhouse Community Centre have in recent years, and with the consent of the Council, provided a site for a circus. The Community Centre controls the operation of this site under the direction of the Council’s Community Department.

Arising from concerns expressed to the Parks & Landscape Services Department in 2005 regarding the use of wild animals such as lions, tigers and elephants in circuses, a review of the matter was 
undertaken. It was concluded that it was not appropriate for the council to host circuses, which made use of wild animals in their shows, on council lands. The prospectus for the sites was altered and in 2006 preference was given to circuses that did not make use of wild animals. 

It is clear to the Council that the industry has responded to the requirements imposed in the expression of interest in relation the use of wild animals. Since 2006, the sites have only been awarded to circuses which do not make use of wild animals. 


The companies now submitting expressions of interest for the sites on South Dublin County Council 
lands no longer contain acts using wild animals. This measure is considered to have dealt with the matter as far as council land is concerned and it is not considered necessary to introduce Bye-laws to further regulate circuses on South Dublin County Council property.


In addition to the sites on council lands, there are also a number of locations in the county in private ownership which are occasionally used by circuses by agreement with the landowner. The Council has no direct control over these sites and legal opinion will be sought to ascertain if the 
introduction of appropriate bye-laws can be considered in such cases.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. McDermott, M. Murphy, T. Ridge and E. Maloney.

Mr. P. Smith, Director of Community Services responded to the Members’ queries.

The reports were NOTED.
M7/0109
COUNCIL’S HOUSING LIST
In accordance with Standing Order No. 20, as Councillor R. Dowds was absent from the chamber when this item was reached, the following motion in his name FELL:

“That this Committee recommends that single people, male and female, be permitted to go on South Dublin County Council's housing lists.”

M8/0109
FLOODING

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded Councillor T. Ridge:

“That this Council discusses mapping of the SDCC areas with particular reference to areas vulnerable to flooding and to state what action has been taken on this issue to date.”


REPORT:

“Some locations in the County have suffered from flooding during abnormal heavy rainfalls in recent years. These are ;

· Parts of the Dodder Valley 

· Whitechurch 

· Liffey Catchment Area 


Other local areas did also suffer from localised flooding but on a smaller scale. 


The Dodder Valley

In late 2005/early 2006 the three local authorities in whose functional areas the river Dodder flows i.e. South Dublin County Council(SDCC), Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council(DLRCC) and Dublin City Council(DCC) agreed that a study of the river would be commissioned in order to provide a comprehensive report on the Flood Risk Assessment and Management of the river. The Office of Public Works (OPW) is funding the study as it forms part of the national Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management Studies (CFRAMS). Dublin City Council is the Contracting Authority on behalf of the three local authorities.  Following the public tendering procedure in early 2006 Dublin City Council appointed consultants/service providers, R.P.S., to carry out the Risk Assessment and Management Report. The major stakeholders, DCC, OPW, SDCC, DLRCC and RPS meet at Steering Group level every three months to review the progress of the contract.  The final plan will require the agreement of all three Councils and the OPW.


The core purpose of this study is to assess the spatial extent and degree of flood hazard and risk within the Dodder catchment, to examine future pressures that could impact on that risk, and to develop a long-term strategy for managing the risk that is economically, socially and environmentally sustainable.


The Report will include measures for the development of a robust model representing the hydrological and hydraulic characteristics of the River Dodder catchment, such a model will provide 
for the mapping of the flood risk.  Using model output the technical and economic merit of various options for flood management, taking account of current and future land developments, will be presented within the report.


To achieve this aim the following study objectives have been identified:

· Review of land usage and planning requirements 

· Capture and analysis of all data including existing models 

· Surveying the catchment and river estuary 

· Hydrological analysis 

· Hydraulic analysis including development of a hydraulic model 

· Environmental assessment 

· Risk assessment 

· Development of flood risk management options 

· Preparation of a catchment flood risk management plan including a river maintenance programme 

· Provide deliverables which meet the above aims and goals 

· Effective management of the study


The main tributaries of the Dodder River are included in the above Risk Assessment and 
Management Report viz. the Whitechurch, Owendoher and the Tallaght streams.


In June 2008, the consultants issued a strategic environmental assessment (SEA) scoping report on the River Dodder Catchment Flood Risk Management Plan.  This Report is available to download on 
the Dublin City Council website: www.dublincity.ie/waterwasteenvironment/pages/riverdoddercatchmentfloodriskasse
ssmentmanagementstudy.aspx  Comments can be sent to the above website or doddersea@rpsgroup.com

The final SEA statement will:

· Outline the option or combination of options selected for taking into the statutory planning process; 

· Outline the reasons for selection; 

· Outline how environmental considerations have been taken into account in the selection process; and 

· Outline monitoring measures to be implemented


Further plans for the Dodder River Risk Assessment and Management Strategy include a public information day on the flood risk management options in September 2008, a draft CFRAMS and Environmental Report consultation between November 2008 and January 2009 and a final Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) statement on April, 2009.


Whitechurch 

Following the flooding that took place along the Whitechurch River on the 22nd of June, 2007, the consultants/service providers, R.P.S., were asked to produce an interim modelling report on the 
Whitechurch River before the main Dodder Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management Study Report.  The final Whitechurch River Interim Modelling Report issued from R.P.S. in July, 2008 with recommendations on reducing the flood risks along the Whitechurch River. These recommendations are currently being examined.


Lucan - The River Liffey catchment area

Recently a preliminary stakeholders meeting was convened to set up a Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management Plan for the River Liffey and its tributaries, those that are located in the South Dublin County Council area:viz. The Poddle, The Camac including the Robinhood and 
Ballymount Streams and The Griffeen.  The main stakeholders in the Liffey Study area the OPW, 
the ESB, Dublin City Council, South Dublin County Council, Fingal County Council, Meath County 
Council, Kildare County Council and Wicklow County Council.  Again this study will be funded by the 
OPW and Dublin City Council will be contracting/lead authority.


Ongoing maintenance

Meanwhile, the Drainage Section of the Council cleans screens on rivers on a regular basis especially when heavy rainfall is forecasted. The Council has also an annual river cleaning programme. Local landowners whose land abuts a river or stream also have a responsibility for maintenance. Letters have been issued recently to all landowners ( riparians) along the Whitechurch River informing them of their responsibilities in this regard. Similar letters will also 
issue to landowners along other rivers and streams in due course”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor C. Keane.

Ms. P. Poole, Director of Environmental Services responded to the Member’s query.

The report was NOTED.

M9/0109
BEHAN’S QUARRY

It was proposed Councillor D. Corrigan and seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

“That the Manager investigates complaints regarding environmental pollution at Behan's Quarry off the N7, including: 

(1) silt deposits from the quarry on to the N7 creating dust clouds across the carriageway, and 

(2) dust pollution from trucks exiting the quarry where truck loads are not covered by tarpaulin or similar pollution preventing methods resulting in dust clouds across the carriageway.”


REPORT:

“No complaints were received by the Council prior to the submission of the motion about this matter.  The Environmental Services Department’s Waste Enforcement team has investigated but no breaches of the conditions of the Waste Facility Permit currently in place with the operators of the quarry have occurred.  In addition, the 
matter has been referred to the Planning Department for investigation but no specific evidence supporting enforcement action has been found to date.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors D. Corrigan and T. Ridge.

Ms. P. Poole, Director of Environmental Services responded to the Members’ queries and agreed to report back to the Members on the dust pollution coming from the uncovered trucks leaving the quarry.

The report was NOTED.
M10/0109
DEALING WITH ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge and seconded by Councillor E. Maloney: 

“That this Council ask the Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government to strengthen the powers of Local Authorities to deal with anti - social behaviour.”


REPORT:
“Housing Authorities have powers in relation to anti-social behaviour in 
social housing under the Housing Act 1966 and the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1997.  These powers will be further strengthened by proposed amendments which are contained in the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2008.  The Council has an 
Estate Management Team in place and it is proposed to bring a redrafted Anti-Social Behaviour strategy document to a 
sub group of the Housing and Social Strategic Policy Committee early in the new year. This document will be guided by the provisions of the Housing Bill 2008.

The Council has engaged in legal proceedings to recover homes from a number of families for anti-social behaviour over recent years but very robust legal challenges, such as applications for 
Judicial Review to the High Court have been mounted in defence. An analysis of activity in respect of anti-social behaviour is set out in the table below.

  

	Year
	Incidents
	Actions
	Actions per incident

	2004
	652
	528
	0.8

	2005
	742
	1340
	1.8

	2006
	1104
	4790
	4.3

	2007
	770
	3676
	4.8

	2008
	722
	3380
	4.7


 If this motion is passed the terms will be conveyed to the minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.”

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. Ridge, E. Maloney, S. O’Connor, M. Corr, D. Corrigan, S. Crowe and J. Daly.

Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing and Mr. J. Horan, County Manager responded to the Members’ queries.

The motion was PASSED.

M11/0109
TREE PRUNING AND REMOVAL PROGRAMME

It was proposed by Councillor C. Brophy and  seconded C. Keane:

“That this council introduce a tree pruning and removal  programme similar to the scheme which was implemented for footpath repairs. Such a programme would provide much needed clarity to all local residents and groups in the County who have no idea from year to year if the requests they have made in relation to overgrown and sometimes dangerous trees will ever be dealt with.”


REPORT:
“The Arboricultural programme outlining works in relation to tree planting, pruning and removal is compiled and presented to the Members in January each year for discussion and approval on an 
Area Committee basis. This programme is quite specific and indicates the location where proposed works are planned for tree pruning and removal of trees. Furthermore the Arboricultural Programme is available on the Council’s Parks website in relation to each Area Committee. 

As part of the customer care enhancement initiative the compilation and operation of the Arboricultural Programme is being regularly reviewed with a view to improving efficiencies where possible.”

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors C. Brophy and C. Keane.

Mr. P. Smith, Director of Community responded to the Members’ queries.

The report was NOTED.

M13/0109
HOTLINE FOR REPORTING OF LITTERING OFFENCES
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded Councillor R. Dowds:

“That this council seeks a high profile and well resourced hotline that will be dedicated for the reporting of littering offences.”


REPORT:
“The EPA currently operates a nationwide illegal dumping hotline.  The “Dump the Dumpers” service 
is designed to encourage reporting of illegal dumping of waste or of abandoned illegal dumps via a 24 hour call save telephone number - 1850 365 121.  This information is followed up and checked by the enforcement authorities - local authorities, the EPA’s Office of Environmental Enforcement and the Gardaí - through the Environmental Enforcement Network.  The “Dump the Dumpers” phone line is staffed on a 24-hour basis so callers get to speak to a trained operator who elicits all 
necessary details to enable the matter to be investigated. While information can be provided 
anonymously, callers are encouraged to leave contact details so that clarification can be sought if necessary and so that feedback can be provided to the caller if requested.  Serious incidents of illegal dumping are reported immediately to the Gardaí and the relevant local authority so that activities can be investigated as appropriate. 

All other reports of litter offences should be made through the Council's existing customer contact 
systems.   This system enables tracking of all issues and ensure that matters are followed up and resolved.  This is the most effective means of managing issues in the county.  In addition to calls that may be made to the EPA South Dublin County Council dealt with 165,805 issues through the Customer Contact System in 2008 - of those 7,179 related to litter and dumping.  It is not proposed to introduce a hotline as this mechanism has proved very effective in enabling reporting”
 A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors C. Jones, D. Corrigan and M. Corr.

Ms. P. Poole, Director of Environmental Services and Mr. J. Horan, County Manager responded to the Members’ queries and it was agreed to organise a campaign to ensure that people are informed of how and where to report illegal dumping;
The report was NOTED
MOTIONS NOT REACHED

M14/0109
OUTREACH SERVICES

Councillor S. Crowe

That this Council calls on the  Manager to investigate the establishment of  an outreach service in conjunction with NGO’s  and State Agencies to inform Senior Citizens  from the  South Dublin County Council area of grants and other entitlements  that are available  to them and many administered by this Council.
M15/0109
AREA MANAGERS

Councillor T. McDermott

That SDCC appoint an Area Manager to each of the administrative areas within the county.  A primary function of this manager would be to co-ordinate the functions of the various internal departments to ensure that works are planned and delivered as a project - with consistent and predictable levels of quality and service. This person would be a single point of contact for work-in-progress within that area.
M16/0109
FUNDING OF DISABILITY AND HEALTH SERVICES

Councillor E. Tuffy

That this Council supports the demand of the Disability Federation of Ireland that the Government and the Health Services Executive provide adequate monies for the funding of disability and mental health services, specifically that the Government cancels the proposed 1% cut proposed in Budget 2009, that the HSE restore the 1% cut being implemented in 2008 and re-assign the €70 million redirected by it in 2007 and 2008 back to disability and mental health, and that the Government puts in place measures to ensure that the HSE cannot unilaterally remove disability and mental health funding allocated to it by Government, and requests the Manager to write to the Ministers for Finance and Health and Children and the Chief Executive Officer of the HSE conveying the views of this Council.
M17/0109
LIFFEY VALLEY NATIONAL PARK

Councillor G. O’Connell

That the Manager write to the Minister for the Environment requesting that he set up a joint working group composed of representatives of both the elected members and management of South Dublin, Fingal, Kildare and Dublin City Councils, with the objective of actioning the recommendations of the EMS Report on the Liffey Valley (given that the OPW have indicated that they are not to coordinate the work of promoting a Liffey Valley National Park).
M18/0109
CHILDREN AT PLAY SIGNS

 Councillor C. Brophy

That this Council agrees to the introduction of a pilot scheme to provide 'children at play' signs to local residents associations without charge.  Such a scheme could include a limit per year on the number of signs and an equal division throughout the County.  The current situation where communities with greater wealth can easily afford to pay for such signs which the Council then erects without charge is manifestly unfair, as other communities with equal or greater need, but who cannot afford to buy the signs, are left with their children facing greater risks when playing in their area.

M19/0109
DEVELOPMENTS AT EUROPEAN UNION

Councillor J. Lahart

That the Council, in the context of the ongoing Lisbon debate, fully utilises its designated member of staff charged with European Responsibilities, and, through discussions at CPG level and among party leaders, considers the option of using existing meeting headings and structures to regularly and formally inform members of developments at European Union level which directly affect the work and policies of the local authority.

M20/0109
VIEWING POINT AMENITY


Councillor C. Jones

This Council will explore the possibility of locating a viewing point amenity, in the Dublin Mountains, that will serve as point of significant interest within our county.
The Meeting concluded at 6.30 p.m.

Signed: _________________________



Mayor

Date ___________________________
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