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Introduction

South Dublin County Council is required to prepare and adopt, under the provisions of the Housing Traveller Accommodation Act 1998 , (The Act) a new Traveller Accommodation Programme for the county’s indigenous Traveller Community, i.e. those families who have been permanently resident in the county for at least three years immediately prior to the adoption of South Dublin County Council’s Traveller Accommodation Plan 2009-2013”.

The existing programme, which took effect from 1st January 2005 will expire on 31st December 2008, the new programme will cover the period 1st January 2009 to 31st December 2013. 
The Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government has issued a number of directions under the Act in relation to the preparation of the new Programme and these are contained in Circular Letter TAU 7 /08, together with a “Memorandum on the Preparation Adoption and Implementation of Local Authority Accommodation Programmes 2008 – 2013.” The Minister has directed that the latest date for the adoption of accommodation programmes is 30th April 2009. Attached to the memorandum for the guidance of housing authorities is a schedule, which incorporates indicative timescales for the various stages of the preparation and adoption process. This circular letters and the schedule are set out in full as Appendix 1 of this programme.

Main Purposes of the Act

a) to provide for the carrying out of a housing needs assessment in respect of travellers in the County.

b) to provide that each major housing authority must prepare and have adopted a programme of Traveller Accommodation in their area;

c) to provide that adoption of programmes will be a reserved function but, in the event that the members fail to adopt a programme by the date specified by the Minister, the Manager will be required to adopt the programme, by order, within one calendar month

d) to provide for a public notification and consultation process in respect of the preparation of Traveller Accommodation Programme;

e) to require housing authorities to take reasonable steps to secure the implementation of Traveller Accommodation Programmes;

f) to provide for the establishment of the National Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee;

g) to provide for the establishment of a Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee to facilitate consultation with Travellers;

h) to extend statutory backing for the provision of financial support to housing authorities for the provision and management of Traveller Accommodation;

i) to extend the range of options available to Travellers to acquire appropriate accommodation by introducing a statutory framework for housing authority loans for caravans or sites for caravans;

j) to enhance the powers available to housing authorities to control unauthorised temporary dwellings;

k) to amend the Local Government (Planning and Development) Acts, 1963 to 1998, to ensure that county and urban development plans specifically include objectives concerning the provision of Traveller Accommodation;

l) to provide that annual reports prepared by County Councils and County Borough Corporations include details of the steps taken to secure implementation of Traveller Accommodation Programmes and information concerning the proceedings of the relevant Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee;

m) to extend to halting sites the powers available to local authorities under the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1997, relating to anti-social behaviour and estate management.

History

The Council at their meeting on 9th May 2005 adopted the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005 -2008. This programme estimated that 215 new units of Traveller Specific Accommodation and 83 units of standard housing would be required over the period of the plan including units of accommodation required to cater for estimated new family formations.  The programme noted that up to the date of the adoption of the Programme the Council had succeeded in permanently accommodating some 81 families in 9 permanent Traveller specific developments, while a further 106 families had been accommodated on 3 temporary sites. The magnitude of the task set down in the current plan over the currency of that plan was clear.

It was clearly acknowledged in the Programme that the provision of Traveller Accommodation had been extremely difficult in the past mainly caused by the resistance of some sections of the community to such developments. The negative perception of Traveller developments is somewhat overcome where properly developed and managed sites are provided. The difficulties experienced through unauthorised encampments have been addressed and this situation is reinforced by the success of the permanent developments that have been provided to date in the County.

The current Programme set out that the only viable, longterm solution to the problems caused by unauthorised encampments was the provision of an adequate supply of professionally managed Traveller Specific Accommodation developments to cater for the Traveller population normally resident in the County and in need of such accommodation. In this regard it must be very strongly acknowledged that the current Programme, as predicted, has delivered very real improvements in reducing the number and frequency of unauthorised encampments. In fact in the recent past it would be fair to state that the County has been generally free of unauthorised encampments.

This Programme (2009 -2013) should be read as a continuation of the previous Traveller Accommodation Programmes and will continue to build on the successes achieved thereunder.
County Profile

	The area of South Dublin covers 222.74 square kilometres, and lies about 10 miles south west of the Capital. It is bounded by the Dublin mountains to the south and stretches from the River Liffey at Lucan through Palmerstown, Clondalkin, south to Newcastle, Rathcoole, Saggart. It includes Tallaght West, South and Central and stretches east to Templeogue and Rathfarnham.
The population recorded in the 2006 Census for the County was almost 247,000

In addition South Dublin County has one of the highest number of Traveller families in the state and their population per head of population is the highest in the Greater Dublin Area and significantly ahead of the National average.

The main objective of this Programme is to address the Traveller accommodation issue.
 


Policy

It is the policy of the Council to provide group and standard housing options as well as residential caravan park bays, for the accommodation of Travellers who are indigenous to South Dublin, in accordance with the Assessment of Need carried out under the Act. In so providing the Council recognises Travellers’ cultural identity as a minority group some of whom travel, and strives to accommodate Travellers in a culturally appropriate way catering for their social needs.  

Progress during current Programme

South Dublin County Council has accommodated Traveller families in various accommodation types as set out below under the Programme 2005 – 2008
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Daletree, Firhouse – 11 group houses & 1 community centre
St. Aidan’s Close, Brookfield, Tallaght – 5 group houses

Belgard Park – 10 residential caravan park bays

Hazel Hill, Killinarden – 5 group houses, 5 residential caravan park bays & community centre
Fortunestown – 10 group houses

Lock Road Emergency – 6 residential caravan park bays

Haydens Lane Place – 8 group houses
Kishogue Park – 10 group houses, 10 residential caravan park bays & community centre
Tay Lane – 7 group houses

Lynchs Lane Emergency – 3 residential caravan bays

Lynch’s Park – 10 group houses, 9 residential caravan park bays
Total no of New Permanent units constructed  100
Traveller Specific Permanent Developments provided under previous Programmes:

Cherryfield – 10 residential caravan park bays

Owendoher – 8 residential caravan park bays – 1 house

Oldcastle Drive – 14 group houses

Greenhills Grove – 5 group houses

Kiltipper – 5 group houses

Kimmage Manor – 5 group houses

Brookfield – 1 group house, 10 residential caravan park bays

Ballyowen Lane – 1 house – 10 residential caravan park bays

Belgard Road – 1 house – 6 residedential caravan park bays

Turnpike – 6 bays
Closure of temporary/emergency sites:
The provision of this permanent accommodation has enabled the Council to close down long term temporary accommodation such as St. Maelruans field in Tallaght , Kishogue, Clondalkin and Balgaddy, Clondalkin.
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Site at Daletree Place showing the old site that has been closed and new integrated group housing development as part of the community.[image: image1.jpg]Comham
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Emergency Facilities   

In the course of the roll out of the current plan, which has delivered very real improvements in the number and frequency of unauthorised encampments, it was necessary to provide a number of emergency facilities for Traveller families who are indigenous to South Dublin and who were in need of housing.  These facilities were provided at Lock Road, Lynchs Lane (both of which are to be redeveloped as a permanent sites) and Whitestown Way (family to be re-housed in permanent accommodation) and removed these families from unauthorised sites which were of a serious sub standard quality and provided them with much better if temporary facilities. 

Standard housing 
The 2005-2008 Traveller Accommodation Programme provided for 83 families to be allocated standard Council housing.  As of the 30th September 2008 84 families have been allocated standard housing in accordance with the Councils Scheme of Letting Priorities.
In the Housing Needs Assessment conducted in March 2008 23 families have chosen standard housing as a first preference.  All social housing options including Voluntary Housing and RAS will continue to be made available to this group. 
Summary of 2005-2008 Programme
At the 30th September 2008 construction has been completed on 100 traveller specific units and 28 are under construction.
	Traveller Specific Accommodation Constructed
	100

	Traveller Specific Accommodation under construction
	28

	Standard Social Housing to families 
	84

	Total
	212


[image: image11.png]It is clear in any objective review of the current Traveller Accommodation Programme that real progress has been achieved. Working in partnership, the Council has virtually eliminated unauthorised encampments and/or seriously substandard traveller accommodation in the County. The elimination of the negative effects of these unauthorised encampments will help to promote and advance the provision of the new Programme and further reinforce the need to provide modern and attractive permanent Traveller specific accommodation at the earliest opportunity.  The achievement of the objectives of this new Programme will deliver significant benefits to the County and all sectors of the community of South Dublin.
Hazel Hill Caravan and Group housing development

Draft Accommodation Programme 2009-2013
Assessment Of Traveller Accommodation Needs 2009 – 2013.
Under Section 6 of the Traveller Accommodation Act 1998 an Assessment of Needs was conducted by South Dublin County Council in March 2008. Staff from the Traveller Accommodation Unit visited all of the temporary and emergency sites and conducted interviews to determine preference for accommodation requirements. Notices that the Assessment was being conducted were placed in the local and national press. Staff were available on specified days in the Clondalkin and Tallaght Council offices to facilitate completion of assessment forms. Local Traveller Development Groups and Agencies involved in traveller services were notified of the Assessment being conducted and requested to ensure that all families in touch with them were made aware of the process.
Assessment March 2008

	101
	Families currently living in official SDCC sites

	29
	Private rented/homeless accommodation

	7
	Others

	137
	Total number of families in need of accommodation per the 2008 Assessment

	40
	Units of accommodation required to cater for the estimated new family formations based on the number of children who will be 18 years of age or over during this programme

	177
	Gross Total Requirement under new programme

	-23
	Less those opting for social housing

	154
	Net provision for traveller specific accommodation required in this programme


Preferences
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Accommodation Preferences


Families not included in the Housing Needs Assessment carried out in March 2008 and who wish to reside within the administrative area of South Dublin, may make an application for traveller specific housing or social housing and it will be considered on the basis of the current Scheme of Letting Priorities.  The scheme of Letting Priorities is currently under review by the Housing & Social Development Strategic Policy Committee
Scheme of Letting Priorities (document)
Travellers who present as homeless to the Local Authority are assessed as with any other application and are referred to the relevant statutory and regulated agencies assigned to address the needs of the homeless.
Accommodation Programme 
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As detailed in the Assessment of Need for Traveller Accommodation there is a requirement to provide or to assist in the provision of the order of 177 units of accommodation across the full range of accommodation types (standard council housing, group housing and residential caravan parks) over the period of the new programme. 
The Council’s Annual Construction and Acquisition Programme for Social Housing, as well as social housing provided under Part V, Voluntary or RAS provisions, and also casual vacancies in existing stock, will cater for all Traveller families who opt for Standard Council Housing. All such accommodation must be let in accordance with the current Scheme of Letting Priorities.
Proposed Construction Programme 2009-2013

The construction programme will take place in three phases, firstly the development of green field sites as a rollover programme from uncompleted elements of the 2005-2008 programme. Provision of these sites may incorporate the involvement of Voluntary Housing Associations as appropriate and in consultation with the relevant families and the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee. Secondly, redevelopment of existing temporary sites and thirdly, where appropriate, consideration will be given to the provision of extra/infill units:
New Development

	Development
	No. of Units
	Type of Unit
	Description
	Delivery

	Stocking Lane
	10
	Bays
	Part VIII
	2009

	Coldcut Road
	8
	Group Houses
	Part V 
	2009

	Newcastle
	10
	Group Houses
	Part V 
	2009

	Rathcoole
	10
	Group Houses
	Part VIII
	2012

	Adamstown x 3
	10 x 3
	Group houses/bays
	Part V 
	2010

	Bustyhill
	8
	Bays
	Part VIII
	2013

	Blackchurch
	10
	Bays
	Part VIII
	2013

	Brittas
	10
	Bays
	Part VIII
	2013

	Total
	96
	
	
	


Redevelopments

	Development
	No. of units
	Type
	Delivery

	Turnpike
	3
	Group Houses
	2010

	St. Aidans
	10
	Group Houses
	2011

	Lynches Lane
	3
	Bays
	2009

	Ballyowen Lane
	10
	Bays
	2010

	Oldcastle Park
	20
	To be determined 
	2011

	Belgard Road
	6
	Group Houses
	2010

	Lock Road
	6
	Bays and Group House
	2010

	Total
	58
	
	


Infill developments:

	Development
	Maximum No. of units
	Type
	Delivery

	Ballyowen
	5
	Bays
	2010 

	Owendoher Haven
	2
	Bays 
	As required

	Hazelhill
	2
	Bays 
	2010

	Total
	9
	
	


For consideration and outside of the programme to next the Housing Needs Assessment:

	Development
	Maximum No. of units
	Type
	Delivery

	Belgard Park
	10
	Group Houses
	2012


See Map at appendix 5
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While the locations of proposed developments in the current programme remain the same regard will had to the up to date data now available to the Council from the recent Assessment of Needs in respect of the type and mix of accommodation to be provided at specific locations for which designs have not yet commenced. This matter will be addressed as part of the ongoing consultation process being undertaken at present in conjunction with the implementation of the current approved programme and in the interests of best estate management practice.
In the new Programme the precise location of every new Traveller accommodation development is identified with the exception of those to be developed in the Brittas, Backchurch and Bustyhill areas. It remains self evident because of the numbers of new developments required and the relatively small geographical area of the County that new developments will be spread across the full developable area of the County. 
A further portion of the Construction Programme, and taking into account the needs for growing family compositions and compatibility of larger family units, will involve the redevelopment of some existing sites. Where it is possible to redevelop certain sites, these developments will take place in consultation with the LTACC and the residents on the existing sites.
The delivery of the above programme is dependent on all necessary consents, planning approvals and funding. 
Transient Accommodation:
In accordance with the Council's Traveller Accommodation Programme, proposed under the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998, it is an objective of the Council to consider the provision of transient accommodation in the county during the term of the current Traveller Accommodation Programme.

It has generally been agreed that in the Greater Dublin Area, transient  accommodation would be provided as part of a network of transient sites throughout all of the neighbouring metropolitan Authorities, in coordinated and comprehensive manner, discussion in this regard are currently being held between all four local authorities.

A number of meetings between the relevant authorities have been held to consider how such an integrated plan could be developed but to date no consensus on the delivery of the plan has been reached. Meetings between the relevant Local Authorities are ongoing to discuss all aspects of the provision of Traveller Specific Accommodation and the issue of the provision of Transient Sites will continue to be discussed at these meetings.
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Interagency Traveller Strategy
South Dublin County Development Board in 2007 adopted the Interagency Traveller Strategy for the delivery of traveller services. Agencies involved in the delivery of the Strategy are South Dublin County Council, Health Service Executive, FAS, County Dublin VEC, Dept. of Social & Family Affairs, Dept. of Education, Garda Siochana, Probation Welfare Service, and South Dublin County Development Board.
The nine aims and objectives of the strategy form an integral part of the programme with reference to consultation, tenant participation, and estate management. 
Inter-Agency Traveller Strategy (document)   

Management and Maintenance of developments

It is the intention and aim of the Council to mainstream the management and maintenance of all traveller specific accommodation within the relevant section of the Council.  

The Council proposes to continue to work closely with the Traveller Community to enhance tenant participation programmes and environmental awareness programmes.  The Councils Estate Management Unit and Environmental Awareness Officer will assist in the development programmes in consultation with the local development groups and the LTACC.
In accordance with that policy all new developments will be let subject to a tenancy agreement and on payment of a differential rent in accordance with the Council’s differential rent scheme.  All existing units will be transferred to tenancy agreements when individual ESB meters are supplied to the families in question.
Policy Re Unauthorised Encampments on Public Land.
Notwithstanding the very significant progress made by this Council in recent years in the current and previous Programmes, it still remains self-evident that it will not be possible to maintain the position where the problem of unauthorised encampments has for all practical purposes been eliminated in the County, unless the required permanent accommodation set out in the new Programme is provided. The provisions of the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998 and other relevant enactments must be seen as an integrated package in dealing with the problem of unauthorised encampments. 

Each occurrence of an illegal encampment is considered under various headings including duty of care and the enforcement provisions that can be used at the particular location where the illegal encampment has become established. The Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 as amended by the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act, 1998 and by the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 2002 have conferred powers on Housing Authorities to deal with unauthorised encampments on public lands.

Section 10 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 provides for the removal of a temporary dwelling.
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Section 32 (1)(c) of the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act, 1998 amends S10 above, in that it allows for the removal of a temporary dwelling which is parked within a one mile radius of a site provided by housing authorities in specific circumstances without the requirement to provide alternative accommodation.

The Council will continue to use these powers where appropriate, in addition the Council will continue to seek High Court injunctions for the removal of unauthorised encampments where the provisions of the Housing Traveller Accommodation Act is not applicable.
The provisions relating to trespass contained in Section 24 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 2002 are enforceable by the Gardaí.
The Roads Act 1993 prohibits the placement of temporary dwellings on particular roads.  The powers in relation to this are also utilised where appropriate


The Consultative Process 

The Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act, 1998 requires that an extensive and thorough consultation process underpin the preparation and implementation of the Accommodation Programme with all interests concerned. Accommodation Programmes are required to be prepared and implemented in consultation with other local public authorities, community groups and other bodies, Travellers both directly and via the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee, Traveller Support Groups and the public in general. The purpose of these consultation provisions is to ensure that the views of all concerned with or affected by proposals for Traveller Accommodation are considered.

As envisaged by Sections 21 and 22 of the Act, a Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee has been established in the County to facilitate consultation between housing authorities and Travellers and to advise on any aspect of accommodation for Travellers.

The main role of the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee is 

a) to advise in relation to the preparation and implementation of any Accommodation Programme for the functional area of the Authority, 

b) to advise on the management of accommodation for Travellers generally, and 

c) to provide a liaison between Travellers and members and officials of the appointing authority.

Notice of the intention to carry out the Assessment of Need and to prepare the Draft Accommodation Programme was given to the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee, 
Health Services Executive, and all 5 adjoining Housing Authorities.  It was also advertised in the press and circulated to the Irish Traveller Movement. Local Traveller Development Groups, Gardai, Pavee Point, Exchange House and all agencies in the Interagency Group process.
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Caravan Loan Scheme

A Caravan Loan Scheme is operated by this Council to assist families whose caravans are considered to be no longer habitable. The Scheme which had been suspended has now been temporarily adapted to cater for emergency applications only.  However it is dependent on the availability of finance which includes budgetary provisions of the Traveller Accommodation Unit as well as the repayment of existing loans. 









Bay with day house at Kishogue
Caravan Grant Scheme
In accordance with Circular TAU 1/2000 the Department of Environment Heritage & Local Government may provide funding (usually 50% of costs) towards the provision of reasonably priced caravans where evidence is provided of an emergency situation i.e. fire damage. The Department will also consider funding disability grants for exceptional medical situations.  If available the balance of funding will be assigned for this emergency through the budgetary provisions of the Traveller Accommodation Unit for the duration of the Programme. 
The Council will take on the responsibility of sourcing the appropriate caravan/mobile home.

Medical Cases

Where an application for accommodation is supported by the submission of a Medical Consultant’s letter confirming medical condition requiring special adaptation of accommodation the Council will make an offer of accommodation appropriate to those needs as soon as is practicable, subject to the opinion of the Council’s Medical Officer in accordance with the Scheme of Letting Priorities. 
Scheme of Letting Priorities
Adherence will be had to South Dublin County Council’s current Scheme of Letting Priorities in the allocation of properties. Regard will be had to family formations and compatibility issues in relation to all allocations. 
Scheme of Letting Priorities (document)
Costs

It is impossible to be accurate in predicting the cost of the programme because of the number of variables involved and, accordingly, what follows is an estimate based on current prevailing costs.

The estimated Capital cost of construction at today’s prices for the provision of 154 units of new Traveller accommodation will be approximately €38. million.

This breaks down as follows:

Construction Costs:  €38,500 000. (154 x € 250,000.00 )
It should be noted that the above estimate does not include the cost of land for the sites or the provision of Transient accommodation or additional emergency facilities should they be necessary.
Funding is subject to approval for all proposals by the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government on a project by project basis.
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Hazel Hill Residential bays and Group Housing scheme 

Appendix
Consultation Guidelines for Traveller-specific accommodation projects 
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22 August, 2008

Circular No. TAU 7 /08

Traveller Accommodation Programmes 2009-2013

A Chara,

I am directed by Mr. Michael Finneran, T.D., Minister for Housing, Urban Renewal and Developing Areas to refer to the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act, 1998 requiring relevant housing authorities to prepare and adopt 5-year Traveller accommodation programmes. 

The existing programmes will expire on 31st December, 2008.  The attached copy of “Memorandum on the Preparation Adoption and Implementation of Local Authority Traveller Accommodation Programmes 2009 – 2013” is intended to provide housing authorities with advice and guidance on the preparation, adoption and implementation of their next Traveller Accommodation Programmes.

Duration of new accommodation programme

Under section 10 of the 1998 Act, housing authorities are required to prepare an accommodation programme for a 5-year period beginning on a dated specified by the Minister and thereafter in respect of each succeeding 5 years or each such shorter period as the Minister may direct. Accordingly, the Minister has directed that the next accommodation programme should be for a period of 5 years. Each relevant housing authority is therefore required to prepare a new 5-year programme for the period 1st January, 2009 to 31st December, 2013. 

Date for adoption of new programme

The Minister has specified 30 April, 2009, as the latest date by which accommodation programmes must be adopted. Housing authorities are requested to now commence arrangements for the preparation of the new programmes.  A schedule, incorporating indicative timescales for the various stages of the preparation and adoption process, is attached to the Memorandum. 

Assessment of need

Relevant housing authorities should commence the process of identifying the accommodation needs of Traveller families to be met under the new programmes. This must relate to the existing accommodation needs and need that will arise during the period of the programmes across a range of accommodation options including standard and group housing, permanent residential sites for caravans and transient sites provided directly by the housing authority or by approved housing bodies or individuals, with or without the assistance of the housing authority. 

The Minister has given a direction under section 6(5) of the 1998 Act, specifying that relevant housing authorities shall make an estimate of the projected accommodation needs of Traveller families arising over the five-year period of the programme.

The Minister has, under section 6(1) of the 1998 Act, directed that relevant housing authorities make an assessment of the needs for sites in the functional area concerned. The statutory provisions and procedures as required in section 9 of the Housing Act, 1988, as modified by section 6 of the 1998 Act, apply to the assessment of needs for sites. This assessment must include an assessment of the need for transient sites. However, these provisions do NOT apply to the assessment of projected need. 

Relevant housing authorities should rely on the information on the need for housing accommodation contained in the March, 2008 triennial assessment of housing need. This should be updated, as appropriate, on the basis of information contained in the returns on the accommodation situation of Traveller families in November, 2007 as well as any other supplementary information on the accommodation needs available to the housing authority. 

Housing authorities should also undertake such additional inquiries as may be necessary, including consultation with Traveller families and any relevant Traveller support groups within their functional area, to ascertain a comprehensive picture of the existing and projected need for housing accommodation for Traveller families over the period of the new programmes.

Preparation of new programme and targets

The form and content of the Traveller Accommodation Programmes is set out under Section 10 of the 1998 Act.  Guidelines on the policy and strategy statements are referred to in the attached memorandum.  In addition, the Minister has directed that the information in relation to the needs to be met by the programmes shall be in summary form but in sufficient detail to show the needs for all categories of Traveller accommodation and the general area in which the accommodation is required.  

Implementation targets must be realistic and achievable.  To facilitate monitoring of progress on the implementation of the programmes, the Minister has also directed that annual implementation targets be included in the programmes. The targets should include details of the numbers of units of accommodation proposed to be delivered for each of the five years of the programme for Traveller specific accommodation (group housing, bays on halting sites, including transient sites) both new and refurbished and for standard housing.  

Transient Sites

The 1998 Act respects the culture of nomadism and puts in place an integrated approach to Traveller accommodation issues.  The Act specifies that in addition to the need for permanent accommodation, local authorities must also assess the need for transient facilities.  

Guidelines on Transient sites issued in 2000 recommended a number of options including the provision of a network of transient sites by a co-ordinated approach by local authorities in consultation between adjoining authorities. This approach should be considered in the preparation of the new programmes

Review

The Minister has directed that a review of the next accommodation programme should be carried out not later than 31st December, 2011.  Any amendment to the proposed accommodation programme following any such review must be made within seven months and is subject to the same procedures and requirements, including pubic consultation. More frequent reviews should be carried out, if required.  

Enquiries

Any enquiries in relation to this circular may be addressed to Ms Carmel Sherry (01-888 2212) or Mr Cathal Comey  (01-888 2121).

Mise le meas
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Jim Ganley

Principal

Traveller Accommodation Unit

Ph:  096 24418  Fax: 096 24221

E-mail:  jim.ganley@environ.ie

Lo-call:  1890 20-20-21
Circular Letter Number TAU 8/2008 

25 August 2008 

Consultation Guidelines for Traveller-specific accommodation projects
A Chara, 

I am directed by the Minister for Housing, Urban Renewal and Developing Areas to refer to the above guidelines which are being issued to each local authority.

These consultation guidelines arise out of the Report by the National Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee (NTACC) on its Review of the Operation of the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998. In their Report the NTACC made a number of recommendations designed to improve the effectiveness of consultation in relation to the provision of Traveller accommodation. The review report recommended that the NTACC develop a model of consultation for Traveller-specific accommodation.

This model of consultation which has been produced by a subgroup of the NTACC is entitled “Consultation Guidelines for Traveller-specific accommodation projects” and is designed to be used by local authorities in the planning of Traveller specific accommodation. 

The aim of the Guidelines is to introduce a simple, step by step consultation mechanism which will increase the involvement of Traveller families in the planning of their own accommodation. The guidelines seek to improve and standardise the consultation process for the design of new Traveller specific accommodation in all local authorities. In streamlining the consultation process it is expected that unnecessary delays in the provision of accommodation can also be overcome. 

These guidelines should be considered in all future Traveller specific accommodation projects. The usage and effectiveness of these consultation guidelines will be monitored jointly by the Department and the NTACC.

Mise, le meas
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______________________

Carmel Sherry

Assistant Principal 

Traveller Accommodation Unit

Ph:  888 2212    Fax:  888 2619

E-mail:  carmel.sherry@environ.ie

Lo-call:  1890 20-20-21

Circular TAU 1/2000
7th February, 2000.

Circular Letter No. TAU 1/2000
scheme of loans and grants for the purchase of caravans by Travellers.

A Chara,

1. I am directed by the Minister for Housing & Urban Renewal to inform you that section 25 of the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act, 1998 was commenced with effect from  1st February, 2000 by virtue of the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act, 1998 (Commencement) Order, 2000.  Enclosed for your information is a copy of the Order.  Section 25 provides local authorities with powers to give loans for the provision of Traveller specific accommodation, i.e. loans for caravans or sites for caravans, subject to terms and conditions specified by the Minister with the consent of the Minister for Finance. This scheme which has been drawn up in consultation with the National Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee provides for the making of loans and grants for caravan replacement. 

2. Purpose of the Scheme

The purpose of the scheme is to encourage initiatives to address the needs of Traveller families who live in substandard caravans or in overcrowded conditions.  The availability of funding to Traveller families to replace substandard caravans is intended to address these problems.  
The new scheme of repayable loans, together with a grant element, where relevant, for caravan replacement will be a further option for Travellers to assist them to provide for their own accommodation needs and ensure that the quality of their living conditions are improved. 

3. Proposed scheme of loans for caravan replacement under Section 25 of the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act, 1998.
The general conditions of this scheme are set out in Appendix I.  Funding for the scheme will be met from the local authority’s own resources or from finance provided by the Housing Finance Agency, in accordance with normal procedures. 

In general, loans up to a maximum of £5,000 (five thousand pounds) will be available to Travellers for the purchase of a caravan, whether new or second hand.  The applicant must, however, contribute at least 10% of the price of the caravan himself/herself. The caravan must be purchased from a reputable supplier, registered for VAT purposes and the local authority must ensure that the caravan represents value for money.  However, it remains the responsibility of the Traveller concerned to ensure that the caravan meets his/her needs.  The local authority will not be held liable for any defects in the structure or fittings of the caravan.  

The applicant must be assessed as being in need of accommodation, by the local authority to whom he/she is applying for a loan, and is not in a position to provide for same, fully or partially, out of their own resources.  The local authority should ensure that the applicant is in a position to meet the repayments on the loan.  It is recommended that the Household Budget Scheme be used.  However it remains a matter for the local authority concerned, following consultation with the applicant, as to whether alternative arrangements for repayment of the loan are acceptable.

In the event of the applicant defaulting on loan repayments, the local authority should take appropriate steps to recover the outstanding amount.  Access to future loans should be denied to a borrower until an outstanding loan is repaid in full.

4. Proposed grant scheme for caravan replacement.

The conditions of this scheme are set out in Appendix II.  The grant element (calculated at 10% of the purchase price of the caravan, subject to a £500 maximum) is intended to further assist Travellers purchasing a caravan for the first time.  The grant will be deducted from the loan amount repayable to the local authority.  Where grant assistance only is being sought from the local 

authority, payment may be made directly to the supplier or to the applicant on foot of appropriate supporting documentation. Expenditure by local authorities on the provision of grants will be recouped by the Department on receipt of certification by the appropriate officer.

5. Existing emergency provisions.

The existing arrangements for the recoupment of local authority costs when replacing caravans in emergency circumstances will continue in operation. However, it is expected that the level of such recoupment should be reduced in light of the scheme now being launched.

6. This scheme is being launched on a pilot basis and will be reviewed following a period of one year.  The views of local authorities in operating the scheme will be sought at the end of the period of the pilot.

7.  Further Information

Enquires concerning this circular letter should be directed to Ms. Mary Greene, (tel. (01) 888 2121) or Mr. Tony Downes, (8882101)

Mise, le meas,

___________________________

Joe Harrington

Principal,

Traveller Accommodation Unit.

To each local authority
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