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	COMHAIRLE CONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS


	SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL


MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE

(Dealing with Housing, Community, Parks and Environment)
HELD ON 1st DECEMBER, 2008
COUNCILLORS PRESENT

	Corr M.
	

	Crowe S.
	

	Hannon J.
	

	Jones C.
	

	King C.
	 

	Maloney E
	

	Murphy M.
	

	Neville J.
	

	
	


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor C. Jones presided.

OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Senior Executive Officers
	H. Hogan,  J. Quinlivan,  Y. Dervan, 

	A/County Librarian
	I. Stobbart

	Senior Executive Parks Superintendent
	Mary Keenan

	Administrative Officer
	J. Kilgarriff, M. Jordan, D. English

	Senior Staff Officer
	A. Rooney

	Staff Officer
	E. Conlon


T/834/08
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES
Minutes of Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 17th November, 2008 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.  

It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor S. Crowe  and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Tallaght Area Committee held on 17th November, 2008 be ADOPTED and APPROVED".

HOUSING  BUSINESS

T/835/08
QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor C Jones, seconded by Councillor S. Crowe and RESOLVED:
“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 1 – 2, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/836/08  
FIRE OUTSIDE 1 BROOKVIEW PARADE
QUESTION: Councillor S. Crowe

"To ask the manager in view of the verbal transfer where undertakings were made to tenants following a fire outside 1 Brookview Parade, will he  outline if he is in a position to comply with the undertakings to the tenants involved?"

REPLY: 
South Dublin County Council has no record of any undertaking given to tenant following a fire outside No. l Brookview Parade.   The tenant of this address has been assessed for inclusion on the Council's Transfer list, and is currently placed in 37th position for transfer to a two-bedroom unit of accommodation in the Tallaght South Area.  Currently there are 543 applicants on the Council's Transfer List - 222 of these applicants have expressed an interest in the Tallaght South area.  The average waiting time for a transfer is three no. years.
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T/837/08
CONDITIONS AND FACILITIES AT ST AIDANS HALTING SITE
QUESTION: Councillor S. Crowe

"To ask the manager will he give an updated report on the unacceptable conditions and facilities at St Aidans Halting Site beside Brookview Estate?"

REPLY:
The facilities at St. Aidan's RCP are provided to an acceptable standard by the Council, facilities include access to all public services on each bay. With regard to maintenance of this site, there have been issues in respect of contractors refusing to attend the site to carry out maintenance because of anti-social behaviour.  A meeting was held in the Brookview Enterprise Centre on the 11th November 2008, which all residents were invited to attend and which was attended by staff of the Traveller Accommodation Unit and the Maintenance Division of Housing Department.  It was agreed at the meeting that in reference to future maintenance works on individual bays a specific appointment would be made between the resident and the contractor to carry out the required maintenance and residents would ensure they were present while the work was being carried out.

Any outstanding requests for maintenance issues are being addressed along these lines and further meetings with the residents are scheduled to prevent any further incidences of problems for contractors in carrying out works on the site.
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T/838/08
REPORT ON SOCIAL AND AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“The Councils Housing Strategy, which was prepared in accordance with Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000, was adopted by the Council at its meeting held on 11th June 2001. This Strategy was reviewed and now forms an integral part of the County development Plan 2004-2010, which was adopted by the Council on 10th November 2004. 

The Strategy requires 15% of all residential developments to be reserved for Social/Affordable purposes. The Council has been successful in the delivery of affordable housing under the following initiatives:

(a)  Part V of the Planning & Development Acts 2000 - 2006 (as amended)

(b)  Joint Venture Schemes

(c)  Integrated Area Plans

To date 1067 affordable homes have been procured throughout the County.  Of these 492 have been procured and sold on in the Tallaght Area.

The following schedule sets out (a) the location  and number of affordable homes procured to date in the Tallaght Area, (b) a schedule of social/affordable homes to be procured where a Letter of Exchange has issued and/or an Agreement has been reached, (c) location and number of social homes procured to date in the Tallaght Area, (d) a schedule of traveler accommodation homes procured to date in the Tallaght area under Part V of the Planning and Development Acts 2000 – 2006 (as amended) (e) a schedule of voluntary homes procured to date in the Tallaght Area, (f) schedule of developments where a Commencement Notice has been served and negotiations are ongoing with the developer.

(a) Schedule of Affordable Homes procured in the period 2003 – to date.

	Location
	Number of Homes
	Date of Procurement

	The Farm, Balrothery
	3 homes
	21/09/2004

	Corner Site bounded by Blessington Road/Belgard Square East
	8 homes
	26/11/2004

	Russell Square, Fortunestown
	100 homes
	2004/2005

	Deerpark, North Kiltipper Road
	102 homes
	2004/2005

	Kiltalown, Jobstown
	28 homes
	2004/2005

	Brownsbarn, Kingswood
	4 homes
	21/08/2004

	Springfield, Tallaght
	40 homes
	13/10/2005

	Westend Gate, Tallaght
	17 homes
	04/10/2005

	Loftus Hall, Belgard Square West
	20 homes
	20/10/2006

	Hunterswood, Ballycullen
	9 homes
	May 2007

	Verschoyle Park
	2 homes
	July 2007

	Deerpark, Kiltipper Road
	18 homes
	July 2007

	Block E, The Belfry
	9 homes
	July/August 2007

	Blackthorn Hill, Rathcoole
	16 homes
	July/August 2007

	Carrigmore/Carrig Court, Fortunestown
	40 homes
	July/August 2007

	The Bungalow, Main Street, Rathcoole
	17 homes
	22/11/2007

	Kingswood Naas Road
	25 homes
	April 2008

	Swiftbrook Saggart
	40 homes
	December 2007

	Suncroft Tallaght
	2 homes
	May 2008

	Killinarden Shopping Centre
	3 homes
	April 2008

	Marlfield
	12 homes
	Late 2007 early 2008

	Tallaght Cross, Belgard Square North
	59 homes
	2008

	Former Iceland Site (Prior’s Gate)
	27 homes
	Summer 2008

	City West Shopping Centre
	40 homes
	July 2008

	Deerpark
	32 homes
	October 2008

	Blackthorn, Rathcoole
	2 homes
	October 2008

	Total
	675
	


 (b) Schedule of Social/Affordable Homes to be procured where Letter of Exchange has issued and/or an Agreement has been reached.
   

	Location
	No. of Homes
	Target Completion Date for homes

	Whitestown Way, Tallaght By-Pass
	35
	2008 - Voluntary

	Junction of Greenhills Road and Main Street, Tallaght
	 8
	2009 - Social

	Boherboy Road/Watercross, Saggart
	34
	2008 /2009

	Former Cats & Dogs Home 

Stocking Lane
	120
	2008-2010 – Soc/Aff

	Saggart Lodge, Garters Lane
	6
	2008

	Cookstown Road
	6
	End 2008

	New Bancroft,

Tallaght Greenhills
	19
	Spring 2009

	The Presbytery, Cookstown Road
	2
	Early 2009

	Tallaght Cross, Belgard Square North
	74
	2008

	Total
	304
	


 (c) Schedule of Social Homes procured in the period 2004 - to date.
	   Location
	 Number of Homes
	 Date of Procurement

	Marlfield
	 27 homes
	 2004

	Daletree
	   8 homes
	 2005

	Daletree
	 24 homes
	 2006

	Daletree
	   3 homes
	2007

	Heathersett, Old Court Road
	 40 homes
	2007/2008

	Ardmor 
	   2 homes
	2008

	 Total
	 104 homes
	 


 (d) Schedule of Traveller Accommodation Homes procured under Part V of the Planning and Development Acts 2000 – 2006 (as amended)

	 Location
	 Number of Homes
	 Date of Procurement

	Marlfield, Kiltipper
	 5
	 December 2004


(e) Schedule of Voluntary Housing Homes procured under Part V of the Planning and Development Acts, 2000 - 2006 (as amended)
	 Location
	 Number of Homes
	 Date of Procurement

	Loftus Hall, Belgard Square West, Tallaght
	 38
	 January 2007


(f) Schedule of developments where a Commencement Notice has been served and negotiations are ongoing with the developer
	 Location
	Estimated Number of homes for Social/Affordable/voluntary
	Target Completion Date for Homes*

	Tallaght Leisure Centre, Old Bawn Road
	 3 homes
	 2009

	Tallaght Retail Unit
	 16 homes
	 2009

	The Bungalow, Main Street, Rathcoole
	 4 homes
	 2009

	Stoney Road, Rathcoole
	34 homes
	 2009

	 Total
	 57  homes
	 


* Please note that the foregoing schedule provides an estimate only of homes to be procured pursuant to Part V as no formal agreements have yet been reached with the developers.  Please also note that date of procurement may change due to external factors, outside the control of the Council, e.g. registration of title issue, climatic conditions etc. 

 In addition to the foregoing, there is potential to procure a further 351 (approx.) social/affordable homes in the Tallaght Area on foot of Planning Permissions granted.”  

Ms M Jordan, Administrative Officer, summarised the report.

Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King, M. Corr, S. Crowe, J. Hannon and C. Jones contributed, Ms M. Jordan, Administrative Officer and Mr H Hogan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised. The report was NOTED and it was AGREED to write to the Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding the completion of funding of the Arena Site.
T/839/08
REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PROGRAMME

The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“The following is the current position on developments at various stages of delivery throughout the Tallaght Area of the County.

	Scheme
	Type and No. of Units
	Status
	Comments

	Daletree Place 
	10 Group Houses
	Completed & Occupied
	Residents moved into houses in August 2005.

	Belgard Park 
	10 bay RCP
	Completed & Occupied
	Residents moved into houses in August 2005.

	St. Aidan’s Close Brookfield
	5 Group Houses 
	Completed & Occupied
	Families moved in to houses on 3rd May 2006.  

	Hazel Hill, Killinardin
	Group Houses – 5 R.C.P. – 5 Bays
	Completed & Occupied
	Residents moved into scheme in December 2006.

	Fortunestown
	10 Group Houses – 
	Completed & Occupied
	Residents moved into scheme in  Dec. 2006.  

	Stocking Lane
	10-bay RCP
	Construction
	Delivery expected early January 2009

	Rathcoole
	10 GH
	Pre-part 8
	Development on hold pending completion of roadworks. Pre-part 8 drawings being drafted

	Turnpike
	3 GH
	Pre-part 8
	Part 8 report currently being prepared for December Council Meeting.

	Belgard Road
	10 units
	 
	Formal letter requesting the provision of land to redevelop the Residential Caravan Park at Belgard Road to issue to Governing Body of Tallaght I.T. following meeting between Council and members of the Governing Body on 17th November 2008.


South Dublin County Council's Draft Traveller Accommodation Programme 2009-2013 was published on the 22nd October 2008, and has been circulated to all Councillors, and is available on-line at www.sdcc.ie .The Draft Programme is now at public consultation phase and the final date for submissions is 22nd December 2008.”
Bottom of Form



Mr H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.
Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Corr, C. King, and S. Crowe contributed Mr H Hogan Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised. The report was NOTED and it was AGREED to write to the governing body of The Institute of Technology regarding the proposed Residential Caravan Site at Belgard Road.

T/840/08
REPORT ON HOUSING CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
2008 Completions to Date
Scheme                                    
No. of Units
Avonbeg Phase 3                      29
Cushlawn Phase 3                    22
Heathersett                               40
Ard Mor (Part V)                       2
     Total                                     93
Schemes on Site
Fortunestown B Phase 1         110       
Conciliator appointed
                                                               
Remedial works in progress on
                                                              
heating systems in 57 units
Greenhills Road Part V          
  9        
1st Quarter 2009
Kilcarrig Phase 3                
79       
2 December 2008
Kilcarrig Green                          5        
3 January 2009
Killcarrig Green         
22        
End January 2009
Arena Court Part V        
35        
1st  Quarter 2009
Avonbeg Phase 4                        7        
3rd Quarter 2009
Fettercairn Phase 2                 
32        
3rd Quarter 2010
Castletymon                             
32        
1st Quarter 2010
     Total                                      331
Tender Assessment  
Fortunestown B Phase        
160        Proposal being 
3 & 5                                                      
reviewed by Architects Dept.
Rossfield Old Shop Site             9         
Target Tender date 1st
                                                                 
Quarter 2009
 

Knockmore                               
90         
Tenders being assessed.
                                                                  Awaiting approval from DOE.
 

Stocking Lane                    
100        Project brief submitted
                                                                  to DOEHLG for approval
                                                                  August 2008
 

Deerpark                                     8           Target tender date 1st 
                                                                   quarter 2009
     Total                                     367
Concept Design
Suncroft                                     10           2009 start
     Total                                      10
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Mr H Hogan, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.
Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Corr, C. King and S. Crowe contributed Mr H. Hogan Senior Executive officer responded to queries raised.  


The report was NOTED.
T/841/08
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/842/08
CORRESPONDENCE
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/843/08
GATES AT 7 AND 8 CUSHLAWN PLACE
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor   M. Corr: 

"That this Committee calls on the Manager to arrange for the erection of gates at 7 and 8 Cushlawn Place as the tenants are experiencing large scale anti-social activity in their front and back gardens as a result of the design of the cul-de-sac, while taking into consideration every other housing unit on Cushlawn Place has gates".

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“The houses in question are located in the corner of the cul de sac and are designed with a shared space for off street parking, within the curtilage of their own homes.  The other houses in question in the cul de sac have gates, but do not have the benefit of off street parking.

The Council’s Allocations Support Unit has no record of receiving complaints regarding anti social behaviour at this location.”
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Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King and S. Crowe contributed Mr H. Hogan responded to queries raised. The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a site meeting with Architects, Housing and Estate Management personnel would take place at a future date.
T/844/08
THE CURENT SOCIAL HOUSING TRANSFER LIST SYSTEM  
It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor   C. Jones: 

“This Council Committee calls on the manager to investigate and review the current social housing transfer list system in the Tallaght area where many tenants have been waiting years for an offer and submit a new updated system as soon as possible.”
  

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“The Council's Scheme of Letting Priorities which was adopted by South Dublin County Council on 12th December 2005 and approved by the Minister for Housing and Urban Renewal on 20th December 2006 provides as follows:

Tenants may be placed on the Transfer List for consideration for a Transfer to any dwelling within a Housing Area of their choice subject to the following conditions:
·        Minimum two years tenancy in existing dwelling.
·        Clear rent account – this condition may be waived on exceptional compassionate grounds.
·        Compliance with terms of tenancy during existing tenancy.
·        Dwelling inspected and found to be in satisfactory condition
 Applications will be accepted for inclusion on the Transfer list on the basis of the following criteria only and considered on the basis of date of application:
 (a)    Exceptional medical/compassionate grounds (Regard to be had for report from Council’s Medical Advisors/Housing Welfare Officers as appropriate)
(b)   On grounds of anti-social behaviour where a Garda Superintendent has stated that there is a risk to personal safety
(c)    Older Persons (aged 55 or over) downsizing accommodation
(d)   Transfer applicants downsizing to the specific unit size of accommodation that matches their need according to section 8 of Part 2 of this Scheme.
(e)    Overcrowding
(f)     Tenants other than those in categories (c) and (d) above downsizing accommodation to make better use of housing stock
 Transfer applicants under criteria (a) to (d) above will be prioritised.
Currently there are 543 applicants on the Housing Transfer List.  The average waiting time for a transfer is three no. years.  The Council's Scheme of Letting Priorities  to include the criteria for award of housing transfers is currently being reviewed in tandem with the Council's Tenancy Agreement and the Anti-Social Behaviour Policy document approved by the Members in 2005.  A sub-committee of the Housing SPC has been established to oversee this review process.”
Bottom of Form


Following a discussion to which Councillors S. Crowe, C. King, M. Corr, and J. Neville contributed Mr H Hogan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised. 
The report was NOTED.
T/845/08
WINDOW REPLACEMENT PROGRAMME IN THE TALLAGHT AREA  
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney:
“That the Manager gives an update on the progress and the projected delivery of the central heating and window replacement programme in the Tallaght area.”

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ and NOTED:
 “South Dublin County Council’s countywide Accelerated Gas Fired Central Heating Programme commenced in 2004 and was completed in 2006 ahead of the National Anti Poverty Strategy targets. A total of 1,156 Gas fired Central Heating systems were installed in the Tallaght area under the above programme. A further 281 Gas Fired Central Heating systems were installed in Tallaght homes where the existing tenant installed heating systems were deemed to be obsolete, bringing the total installations in the Tallaght area to 1,437. 

This was a highly successful programme and a post programme survey revealed a 97% satisfaction rate with the new heating. In order to   maximise the benefits of the new heating systems and improve energy efficiency in Council homes, the Architectural Services Department in association with the Housing Projects Section decided to proceed with a countywide window replacement programme.

In the first quarter of 2005 a sample survey was carried out on windows in 12 estates countywide in order to determine the fabric condition of these windows. Following analysis of the results of the survey it was decided to proceed with a pilot programme of 622 units countywide. 453 units included in the pilot programme were in the Tallaght area as follows: Kilcarrig Estate, Killinarden Estate, Drumcairn Estate, and Knockmore Estate. The pilot window programme commenced in November 2006 and is now complete. A post window programme survey revealed that 86% of those questioned stated that the new windows and doors impacted very positively on their lives. The Council will continue to endeavour to source funding which would enable expansion of this programme into other estates.” 

COMMUNITY  BUSINESS

T/846/08
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor C Jones, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 3 - 4, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/847/08 
UNKEMPT GRASS VERGES AT THE TALLAGHT LEISURE CENTRE
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

“To ask the Manager to immediately address the unkempt grass verges and what appears to be wasteland surrounding the Tallaght Leisure Centre, bearing in mind that the outer appearance of the centre if it is negative has an extremely detrimental affect on the usage of the facility which is not in the interest of the Council, in addition to review the safety of the carpark in the facility in relation to the lack of pedestrian routes through it and the number of children who are users of the facility?”
REPLY:
South County Dublin Leisure Services Ltd. operates and manages the Tallaght Sports and Leisure Centre on behalf of South Dublin County Council and has responsibility for all maintenance matters. The matter regarding the surrounding area will be taken up with both the Roads and Parks departments.
The car park safety issue will be addressed by them in the context of their 2009 maintenance plan for the facility.
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T/848/08 
THE TALLAGHT ST PATRICK'S DAY PARADE
QUESTION: Councillor C. King

"To ask the Manager what contacts and preparations have been made by the Community Department with others to ensure the Tallaght St Patrick's Day Parade is a success in 2009 following on from the motion passed eight months ago at this Committee and the commitments given as a result of the passing of that motion?"

REPLY:
The following report was submitted to the April 2008 committee meeting:-
‘South Dublin County Council Community Department will be pleased to assist any group, association or organisation that wishes to become involved in either organising or exploring the possibility of setting up a committee / working group  designed to  re-establish a Tallaght St. Patrick’s day parade.
It is considered essential that the local community and commercial sectors take a leading role in this regard, with the Council providing assistance, guidance and resources as appropriate.
In the past there has been a failure to successfully establish the appropriate community based groundwork and support which results in a well supported parade. 
The Council’s current  involvement with and support for many community , arts , sports and other organisations mean that it is in an ideal position to engage with  requests for assistance in any proposed venture to re-establish a parade.’
Since this report was made the Council’s financial position has significantly changed in that resources for 2009 will be considerably reduced so it is even more important that local community and commercial sectors fully commit to supporting the parade.
Community Department will as outlined above provide all possible support and assistance to any group working to re-establish the parade.
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T/849/08
APPLICATION FOR GRANTS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/850/08
LIBRARY/ NEW EVENTS



The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:


December 2008

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Castletymon
	English for Foreign Nationals.  All Welcome.
	Mondays at 10am.

	
	Improvers Irish Conversation Class.  Booking Necessary
	Tuesdays at 10am

	
	Computer Class

Booking Necessary.
	Wednesdays from 10am – 12pm.

	
	Story time for 3-6 year olds.  All Welcome.
	Wednesdays at 3.30pm

	
	Tour of Library and Storytime.  Booking necessary
	Thursday Mornings.

	
	Arts and Crafts with Sinead 8 – 12 year olds.  Booking Necessary
	Thursdays at 3.30pm

	
	Spanish Conversation Group. All Welcome.
	Fridays at 10am

	
	Junior Book Club for 7 – 10 year olds.  All welcome.
	Tuesday 2nd and 16th December at 3.30pm

	
	Christmas Story time for 3-6 year olds.  All Welcome.
	Wednesday 17th December at 3.30pm

	
	Christmas Crafts for Adults with Ann Foster.  Booking Necessary
	Thursday 18th December at 11am

	
	Christmas Arts with Sinead 8-12 year olds.  Booking Necessary
	Thursday 18th December at 3.30pm


For further information contact 4524888

December 2008

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Tallaght
	Irish Conversation


	Mondays at 10.30am

	
	Spanish Conversation


	Tuesdays at 6.30pm 

	
	Computer Classes
	Tuesdays 7pm - 9pm Wednesdays 11am-1pm

	
	Parent and Toddler time

Booking essential
	Wednesdays at 10.30am

	
	Lunchtime Salsa Dance class with Hilary Clarke.  Booking essential
	Wednesdays at 1pm

	
	English Conversation
	Wednesdays evenings Beginners - 5pm Intermediate - 6.30pm

	
	Polish for beginners
Booking essential
	Fridays at 10.30am

	
	Exhibitions: Oil Paintings -“7 Deadly Sins” 
	1st – 22nd December

	
	Art classes for young adults
	1st – 2nd December from 12noon - 2pm

	
	Caring Matters

Talk by Tallaght Hospital Psychiatric Services
	Monday 1st December 6.30pm - 8.30pm

	
	Adult Book Club 

Booking essential
	Tuesday 2nd December from 6.45-7.45pm

	
	Exhibition and Sale -Irish Woodturners Guild
	8 - 12th December

	
	Teen Writers Group
	Monday 8th & 15th December from 4.30 – 6.30pm

	
	Junior Book Club Suits 10-13 years Booking essential
	Saturday 13th December from 11.30am - 12.30pm

	
	Young Adult Book to Movies Club Featuring “Bend It Like Beckham”
	Saturday 13th December  from 1.30pm – 4pm

	
	Exhibition of IACI Youth Activities
	15th – 23rd December

	
	Christmas Crafts with Yvonne 4-7 year Olds
	Monday 15th December  at 3pm

	
	Screening of Polar Express.  Family event - young children must be accompanied by an adult
	Wednesday 17th December at 6pm

	
	Christmas Pyjama Party and stories by Torchlight
	Thursday 18th December at 6.30pm 

	
	Screening of original version of “Christmas on 34th Street” Family event - young children must be accompanied by an adult
	Saturday 20th December from 12noon - 2pm


For further information contact 462 0073”
Mr. I. Stobbart, A/County Librarian summarised the report.
Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Corr and C. Jones contributed Mr. I. Stobbart, A/County Librarian responded to queries raised. 
The report was NOTED.

T/851/08
NEW WORKS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/852/08
CORRESPONDENCE
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

PARKS  BUSINESS

T/853/08
QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 5 - 10, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/854/08
THE OPEN SPACE AT RAHEEN GREEN
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QUESTION: Councillor S. Crowe

"To ask the manager will he give a report on measures he proposes to include in future works to prevent access to the green space by vehicles on Raheen Green?"

REPLY:
The open space at Raheen Green is generally in a good condition and is an important public amenity space in the Raheen area. The open space directly adjoins Raheen Green, Raheen Road and Raheen Drive and at present can be easily traversed by cars and other vehicles.

There are a number of possible options available to secure the boundary around the entire open space. These options include a) a high kerb; b) a line of bollards; c) a concrete stub wall and d) a low park-type railing around the perimeter of the space.  To advance the matter, it is proposed to prepare estimate costs of the various options and to consult with local residents to establish a preferred option having regard to the availability of finance.
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T/855/08
RE-INSTATEMENT OF  GRASS-VERGE
QUESTION: Councillor E. Maloney
"To ask the Manager to arrange the re-instatement of the grass-verge at *address supplied , which was destroyed as a result of a car being burnt out at this location?"      

REPLY:
Arrangements will be made to reinstate the damaged margin, as soon as possible.  

T/856/08 
REMOVAL OF OVERGROWN BUSHES FROM  OPEN-SPACE
QUESTION: Councillor E. Maloney

“To ask the Manager to remove the overgrown bushes from the open-space which have spread into the nearby house *address supplied and are causing a nuisance?”                       

REPLY:
This location will be considered for pruning as part of the 2008/09 Arboricultural Programme which is ongoing until March 2009.
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T/857/08 
PRUNING OF  LOW LAYING BRANCHES
QUESTION: Councillor E. Maloney

To ask the Manager to arrange the pruning of the low laying branches on the trees at * address supplied  , which pose a danger to pedestrians using the footpath.                  

REPLY:

This location will be considered for pruning as part of the 2008/09 Arboricultural Programme which is ongoing until March 2009.
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T/858/08 
REMOVAL OF THE TREE BRANCHES  LEANING ON THE WALLS
QUESTION: Councillor E. Maloney

“To ask the Manager to arrange the removal of the tree branches which are leaning on the walls of houses *Address supplied, which is causing concern to the householders?”     

REPLY:
The removal of tree branches overhanging the rear gardens of the houses at Tymon Crescent, adjoining the open space at Inis Thiar, Old Bawn will be carried out as part of the forthcoming tree pruning programme for the area.
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T/859/08
FOOTPATH  BETWEEN MEADOWS EAST & MEADOWS WEST, BELGARD HEIGHTS
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

" To ask the Manager to consider the provision of a footpath between the green area between Meadows East & Meadows West, Belgard Heights, which would be of benefit to the numerous pedestrians using this area?."

REPLY:
The area has been examined and it has been noted that there is evidence of significant pedestrian traffic across the open space at several locations between Meadows East and Meadows West, Belgard Heights. To advance the matter, it is proposed to prepare an estimate of the cost of providing footpaths on the principal routes identified following which it is proposed to consult with local residents to establish a preferred option having regard to the availability of finance.
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T/860/08
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/861/08
CORRESPONDENCE
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/862/08
PLAYGROUND IN THE GENERAL FIRHOUSE/BALLYCULLEN AREA 
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon:
"That this Committee calls on the Manager to report on what plans if any there are to progress the idea of a medium to large playground in the general Firhouse/Ballycullen area to serve both areas taking into consideration to very young age profile in the Ballycullen area."

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“Following the adoption of SDCC’s Play Policy at the Council Meeting on the 10th July 2006, a draft schedule of playground facilities proposed for the next five years was prepared on the basis of a number of criteria and presented to the Sports-Recreation, Community & Parks Strategic Policy Committee on the 13th September 2006.  This was presented to the Tallaght Area Committee on 16th October 2006 and formally adopted by the Council at a meeting on the 11th December 2006.

The criteria used to determine the location of proposed playground facilities was based on the location being either a regional or neighbourhood park and on the existence of a local parks depot in the immediate locality as well as existing playground facilities in the area and the distribution of play facilities around the county.  A location meeting these criteria in the Firhouse / Ballycullen area was not identified as part of the playground construction programme as presented and adopted in 2006.

Subsequently, the proposal to construct a Community Facility at Ballycragh Park arose.  Given that this will be a supervised facility with an ongoing staff presence, it was considered appropriate to include the provision of a playground in conjunction with and as part of this complex to service the Firhouse/Ballycullen area.  Tender documentation is currently being prepared for this project with a view to inviting tender submissions in early 2009.”
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Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King, J. Hannon and C. Jones contributed Ms M Keenan, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised.
The report was NOTED.

T/863/08
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS


It was proposed by An Cathaoirleach C. Jones and AGREED in accordance with Standing Orders no 76 to suspend standing orders to deal with the following emergency motion.


It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon:

“That This Committee requests the Parks Department to arrange the planting of 14 trees, in memory of the men and boys from Tallaght who died in the First World War, on this its’ 90th anniversary.”

The motion was AGREED.
ENVIRONMENT  BUSINESS

T/864/08
QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor J. Neville and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 11 - 13, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/865/08 
EXORBITANT COSTS OF CLEANUPS AFTER BONFIRES
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr
"To ask the Manager to indicate by way of comparison the services and facilities potentially lost to this council due to the exorbitant costs of cleanups after bonfires that followed Halloween?"

REPLY:
Any expenditure relating to clean-ups carried out by the Environmental Services Department relating to bonfire material is taken from the provision in the Budget for the Cleansing service. 

The total cost of the clean-ups undertaken by the Environmental Services, Parks and Housing Departments is currently being compiled.  A recent report on a Motion relating to this issue was given to this Committee by the Parks Department in which a commitment was given to circulate further information to the Members.
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T/866/08 
DANGEROUS MATERIALS AND HAZARDOUS WASTE
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

“To ask the Manager to provide clear and comprehensive instructions via SDCC website and through other media to the public on the matter of dealing with hazardous waste such as used syringes, toxic substances etc and to ensure a quick staff response when isolated reports are brought to the attention of the Council?”
REPLY:
There are procedures in place within the Environmental Services Department to deal with dangerous materials and hazardous waste.  Depending on the type of material reported, either the Cleansing Section or the Waste Enforcement Section will respond immediately and make arrangements for the safe disposal of the material.

Arrangements are being made to give out information relating to incident reporting and to promote public awareness of these Emergency arrangements in the coming weeks.
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T/867/08 
POLLUTION COMING FROM PIPE IN SEAN WALSH PARK
QUESTION: Councillor S. Crowe

"To ask the manager will he arrange to investigate the source of the pollution coming from the pipe going into the stream down from the bottle bank at the top end of Sean Walsh Park and near the pedestrian bridge that appears to be coming from Cill Cais Estate?"

REPLY:
The Pollution Inspector inspected the area following receipt of this complaint by way of site inspection on Wednesday 19th November 2008.  He noted that the discharge from the pipe was clean and clear at the time of his inspection. He did not see anything untoward in the park or housing estates in the area.

The Water Pollution Control Section has reported that such pollution incidents can be a one-off or sporadic. If the pollution observed has been noticed on several occasions at regular intervals then the Water Pollution Engineer has requested that the complainant contact the Council's Water Pollution Section to give them as much information as possible as to time of day, colour of discharge etc. and they will investigate as soon as possible following an event. 
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T/868/08
JUNK COLLECTIONS IN RAPID AREAS

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:


“Following an examination of the junk collection service by the Environment SPC in 2005 the provision of the service to RAPID areas once in every two years commenced in 2006.  It was decided that the Jobstown and Brookfield RAPID areas would be grouped together for this purpose, while the Killinarden and North Clondalkin areas would also be grouped.

	
	2006
	2007
	2008

	Ardmore
	
	X
	

	Bawnlea
	
	X
	X

	Brookview
	
	X
	

	Cloonmore
	
	X
	

	Cushlawn
	X
	
	X

	Donomore
	X
	
	X

	Dromcarra
	
	X
	

	Drumcairn
	
	X
	

	Fortunestown Way
	
	X
	X

	Glenshane
	
	X
	X

	Kilcarrig
	
	X
	X

	Kilclare
	
	X
	

	Killinarden
	X
	
	X

	Killinarden Heights
	X
	
	X

	Kilmartin
	
	X
	

	Kiltalown
	
	X
	

	Knockmore
	X
	
	X

	Mountain View
	
	X
	

	Rathminton
	
	X
	

	Rossfield
	
	X
	X

	Suncroft
	
	X
	

	Sundale
	
	X
	

	Swiftbrook
	
	X
	


It should be noted that all estates due to receive a collection in 2008 on the two year rota were in fact provided the service.  It should also be noted that a number of estates not due to receive a service until 2009 were also provided a service in 2008.”
It was AGREED to DEFER the report to next months meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting dealing with Environmental Services Business.
Bottom of Form

T/869/08
NEW WORKS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading
T/870/08
CORRESPONDENCE
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/871/08
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS
LITTERBINS IN THE CARPARK OF CASTLETYMON LIBRARY.

It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney:
“This committee calls for improvement in cleansing and in the inclusion of litterbins in the carpark of Castletymon Library.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ and NOTED:
“This location has been inspected regularly by the Litter Warden for the area and there does not appear to a particular litter issue there.  Indeed Castle Park and Castle Lawns were award winners at the recent Beautiful South County Dublin awards.  Notwithstanding this, the area will continue to be patrolled to monitor any litter issues arising.”
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T/872/08
LITTER FINES FOR OPEN BIN LIDS 
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

"That this Committee calls on the Manager to report on the matter of litter fines being issued to residents in the Tallaght area for having their bin lids open".

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“The South Dublin County Council Storage, Presentation and Collection of Household Waste Bye-Laws 2007 were adopted by this Council in November 2007.  Following this and up to August 2008, Litter Wardens have been carrying out a countywide "on-the-ground" awareness campaign, notifying householders where breaches of the Bye-Laws have occurred.  In addition, a notice advising of the introduction of the bye-laws was prominently displayed on the website and in local papers.  Experience has shown, not just in South Dublin, that eliminating over-packed and open bins as well as additional materials left alongside bins significantly reduces litter and this is particularly so as we enter into the winter months.

Since a more rigid enforcement of the bye-laws commenced in late August to heighten awareness, there have been various queries from both Members and the public about the bye-laws.  In acknowledgement of this, there will be a concerted campaign on our website and using local media other avenues to ensure that the general public's awareness is increased.  The Council's Environmental Times Newsletter, which is produced by the Environmental Awareness Team and which is delivered to every household in the County, will include an information piece on the Bye-Laws in the December edition.  In the interim, the Litter Wardens have been instructed not to immediately issue fines under the Bye-Laws in the first instance of an offence but to provide information to householders on the Bye-Laws and warn them of the implications of further breaches of the Bye-Laws.”
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Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King, M. Corr, J. Hannon, S. Crowe, E. Maloney, and M. Murphy contributed Mr J Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer                         responded to queries raised. 
The report was NOTED. 

T/873/08
DISPOSAL OF GREEN WASTE
It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

“This Council Committee in view of the ongoing problem of falling leaves blocking drains and making footpath slippery calls on the manager in conjunction with colleagues in the environment section to introduce a scheme where organised local residents can dispose of green waste that they collect and gather in their respective areas.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“Within reason, the Litter Wardens arrange for the collection of any material collected by local residents in organised clean-ups, including green waste.  Litter Wardens liaise with residents associations' on a regular basis to facilitate such clean-ups so there is a general awareness about this service.”
Following a discussion to which Councillors S. Crowe, M. Corr, and C. Jones contributed, Mr. J Quinlivan responded to queries raised. The report was NOTED.
Bottom of Form

T/874/08
REMOVAL OF ALL GRAFFITI AT RUSSELL SQUARE ESTATE
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. Jones:

“That the Manager without delay arranges for the removal of all graffiti from the entire boundary wall of Russell Square estate?”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ and NOTED:

“All graffiti on the boundary walls of Russell Square estate was removed during the week commencing 17th November.  Some additional graffiti has appeared subsequently but will be removed this week (w/c 24/11/08).”
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The Meeting concluded at 5.20 p.m.
Siniú:
______________________

Dáta:
________________

An Cathaoirleach







