COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 8th December 2008.


	PRESENT 


	Councillors
	Councillors

	Ardagh, M.
	Keating, D.

	Brophy, C.
	King, C.

	Corr, M.
	Lahart, J.

	Corrigan, D.
	Maloney, E

	Cosgrave, P.
	McDermott, T.

	Crowe, S.
	Murphy, M.

	Daly, J.
	Neville, J.

	Delaney, T.
	O’Connell, G.

	Dowds, R.
	O’Connor, S.

	Gilligan, T.
	Ridge, T.

	Hannon, J.
	Tuffy, E.

	Jones, C.
	Walsh, E.

	Keane, C.
	Warren, K.


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan

	Directors / Heads of Function


	T. Doherty, P. Smith, P. Poole, F. Coffey, A. Jacob, J. Walsh, C. Henehan, F. Nevin

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	B.Sheehan

	Senior Executive Officers
	M. Maguire, B. Coman, T. Walsh, P. Murphy, Y. Dervan, J. Quinlivan

	A/Senior Staff Officer
	T. Fallon

	A/ Staff Officer
	B. Gorman

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne

	IT Support
	C. Whelan, J. Doyle, K. Murray


The Mayor, Councillor M. Corr presided.

(C/0930/08)
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES
Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 10th November 2008, which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.

The Mayor, Councillor Corr drew the Members’ attention to minute number (C/0896/08) of meeting held on 10th November 2008,  regarding Councillor J. Daly’s proposal to submit a motion under S 139 of the Local Government Act, 2001 which if resolved would direct the manager not to grant a right of way relating to a proposed development at Saggart Arms, Saggart, Co. Dublin - Hannah Homes Ltd. - Planning Reg. Ref. SD06A/0636.  

It was agreed to take Motion No 10 on the agenda in conjunction with this item.

Motion 10.

It was proposed by Councillor J. Daly, seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan:

“That under S 139 of the Local Government Act, 2001 this Council resolves to direct the manager not to grant a right of way relating to a proposed development at Saggart Arms, Saggart, Co. Dublin - Hannah Homes Ltd. - Planning Reg. Ref. SD06A/0636.”

Mr. Jim Walsh, Director of Economic Development read out the following report:
“At the meeting of the County Council held on 9th June 2008 a report on the proposed disposal of two strips of Council owned land adjacent to the above proposed development at Saggart Village was presented to the members of the Council for consideration. Following discussion on the proposal the members resolved that the disposal NOT be carried out and it was agreed that alternative proposals to facilitate this development would be examined and a further report would be brought to the Tallaght Area Committee in due course - Minute No (C/0261/08) refers.

An application was subsequently received from Des Nolan and Seamus Murphy, Directors of Hannah Homes Ltd to consider other proposals to facilitate the development of the site.

The matter was re-examined and it was proposed to enter into an alternative agreement with the applicants to facilitate their development, which would not involve the transfer or lease of any Council owned lands.

The following terms were accepted by the applicants: 

1.(i)    That  a right of way be granted to the applicants  over a strip of land at Saint Mary’s Park along the southern boundary of the applicants’ site as shown shaded in yellow on Indicative Drawing No. FOR 230 which area will consist only of a footpath which is to be constructed by the applicants in accordance with Term No 3(i) hereunder. 

  (ii)    That a right of way be granted to the applicants along the line of the existing footpath at the Village Green and over the adjacent areas as shown shaded in yellow on Indicative Drawing No. FOR 230 to access the proposed development and related ESB sub-station.  The existing footpath to be upgraded to a cobblestone finish which is to be constructed by the applicants in accordance with term No. 3(ii) hereunder.

2.       That the consideration payable by the Applicants to the Council shall be in the sum of €260,000 (two hundred and sixty thousand euro)  payable in one lump sum on the signing of the building licence to be issued in accordance with term no 3 hereunder.

3.       That the Council shall grant to the applicants a building licence for the area outlined in blue on Indicative Drawing No. FOR 230 to enable the applicants to carry out the following works (at the applicants’ own expense): 

(i)  A footpath on Council land adjoining the southern boundary of the applicants’ site which fronts onto St Mary’s Park.

(ii)   A footpath with cobblestone finish on Council land on the eastern side of the applicants’ site on the line of the existing footpath through the Village Green together with the access areas to the proposed development and related ESB sub-station, as shown shaded in yellow on Indicative Drawing No. FOR 230.

(iii)  Car parking spaces on Council land adjoining the southern boundary of the applicants’ site which fronts onto St Mary’s Park together with a high quality landscaped area between the parking spaces and the footpath.

(iv)  That full details of the above works shall be agreed with the Council prior to commencement and the completion of legal formalities.  In particular care will be taken to preserve the existing trees along the eastern side of the site.

(v)  The building licence agreement will also be subject to the following terms and conditions:

4·        That the above-mentioned work and other works (if any) to be carried out are completed to the satisfaction of the Council’s Roads and Parks Departments.

5·        That the works on the Council land are carried out within a timeframe that is satisfactory to the Council. This timeframe will be agreed with the Council prior to the signing of the building licence.

6·        That the applicants will indemnify the Council against any claims as a result of their and  their contractors use, occupation of, or works on the Council land during the period of the licence agreement.

7.       That on satisfactory completion of the works in accordance with the building licence as certified by the Council’s Roads and Parks Departments, the Council will grant the Applicants a right of way as outlined at (1) above . 

8.       That the applicants or their successors in title will not be permitted to erect any permanent buildings on the area of the right of way.

          The foregoing report was presented to the Tallaght Area Committee on 22ndSeptember, 2008. The report was noted and it was agreed that a further report on the matter would be presented to the October meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee.

At the October meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee held on the 28th October, 2008 following a roll call vote it was decided that the report issue to November meeting of the County Council.

The Members will be aware that a number of similar rights of way have been granted by the Council in recent years to enable individuals and companies to develop their holdings where they are adjacent to Council owned lands in accordance with the County Development Plan 2004-2010.   The development in this case is contained within Objective LC i.e. “To protect, provide for and / or improve Local Centre facilities.”

If this motion is passed a number of consequences will ensue:-

1.  The existing footpaths at St. Mary’s Park and on Village Green will not be upgraded and improved.

2.  The loss of the provision of additional public car parking for Saggart at St. Mary’s Park.

3.  The loss of a capital receipt of €260,000

In addition the developer may seek a legal remedy against the Council for frustrating their development proposals.

In order to ensure consistency with Council policy and to facilitate the development it is recommended that the Members reject the motion and that this Council proceed to grant the right of way to the applicants in accordance with the above terms and conditions and as indicated on Indicative Drawing No. FOR 230.”

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors J. Daly, T. Gilligan, M. Corr, P. Cosgrave, R. Dowds, D. Corrigan, S. O’Connor, C. Jones, K. Warren, C. Keane, E. Walsh, T. McDermott, D. Keating, M. Murphy and S. Crowe.  During that discussion it was suggested that there was no provision to waive or alter in any way the conditions of An Bord Pleanala’s decision to grant permission in this case, that Council officials did not act in a proper manner in relation to this matter, and that the Manager was repeatedly advising Members of the possibility of litigation by reason of their actions on various issues from time to time.

Mr. J. Walsh and Mr. J. Horan, County Manager responded to the Members’ queries and advised that having become aware of the issues of major concern to residents, specifically in relation to proposed parking in the immediate vicinity of St Mary’s, it has been established from the Planning Department, with whom responsibility for enforcement of planning conditions rests, that this parking was not required to serve the proposed development and that it could be eliminated. 

Mr. Horan refuted any suggestions that officials acted in an improper manner at any time regarding this issue. Similar enablers were afforded to individuals and companies to develop their holdings where they are adjacent to Council owned lands.
He further outlined his duty as County Manager to advise the Members of a potential frustration of development resulting in legal action against South Dublin County Council if the Members passed the resolution directing him not to grant a right of way. If such litigation was effected successfully against the council the Member voting for the motion, by reason of their action, could be held financially responsible.  Mr. Horan then outlined his statutory obligations under the Local Government Act as follows:

 

Section 132(3) of the Local Government Act 2001 states:

“ It is the duty of every manager to advise and assist the elected council of a local authority or a joint body for which he or she is manager— 

  (a) generally as regards the exercise or performance by the council or body of its reserved functions, and

   (b) as regards any particular matter or thing in relation to such exercise or performance on or in respect of which the council or body requests the advice or assistance of the manager,

  and that council or body shall have regard to that advice or assistance.”

Mr. Horan outlined that in this case there could be serious liability on the Members if the motion was passed. He reiterated that while he fearlessly advised the Members of the possibility of litigation in this case the members were at liberty to accept or reject that advice.  

Following further discussion the Members sought clarification on the terms of the motion.  Ms M. Maguire stated that a vote on the motion would be in the context of the purpose of the S. 139 i.e. directing the Manager not to do a particular thing, it would not be a vote to grant of a right of way.  

Ms. M. Maguire then read out the motion.

A roll call vote was conducted and the results were as follows: 

FOR: 9 (NINE)

Councillors M. Ardagh, D. Corrigan, J. Daly, T. Delaney, T. Gilligan, J. Lahart, T. McDermott, J. Neville and S. O’Connor

AGAINST: 14 (FOURTEEN)

Councillors C. Brophy, M. Corr, P. Cosgrave, S. Crowe, R. Dowds, C. Jones, C. Keane, D. Keating, C. King, E. Maloney, G. O’Connell, E. Tuffy, E. Walsh and K. Warren

ABSTAIN: 2 (TWO)

Councillors J. Hannon and M. Murphy

ABSENT : 1 (ONE)

Councillor T. Ridge

The Motion was LOST.

(C/0931/08)
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 4TH NOVEMBER 2008 -  DEALING WITH ROADS (1 REPORT - EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY - AVONDALE TERRACE), PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES
The following report, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The attached report was considered at the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting (1) on 4th November, 2008.

It was proposed by Councillor E. Walsh, seconded by Councillor T. McDermott and AGREED:

"That this Committee recommends to the Council that the public right of way 
at entry to the open space from Avondale Terrace, Dublin 12, as shown 
coloured red on Drawing No. RE 0801 be extinguished.”
The extinguishment is to be effected by means of a decorative railing and hedging.
The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way is a reserved function of the Council.

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:

“South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public right–of-way at entry to the open space from Avondale Terrace, Dublin 12, as shown coloured red on Drawing No RE 0801 be extinguished.”

MEETING OF TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (1)

TUESDAY 4TH NOVEMBER, 2008

Headed Item No. 4


REPORT ON PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY AT  
ENTRY TO THE OPEN SPACE FROM AVONDALE TERRACE, DUBLIN 12.


The following report was considered at the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee 
Meeting (1) on the 8th April 2008.

“A petition was received from the Avondale Terrace Residents Association to formally extinguish the public right-of-way at the entry to the open space from Avondale Terrace, Dublin 12, due to the anti-social behaviour and closure is to be effected by means of a decorative railing and hedging. Works to be carried out by the Parks Department.”


Following consideration of the report, it was agreed to initiate the procedure.

The proposal to extinguish the public right-of-way was advertised in The Echo, Wednesday 7th May 2008, and signs were erected on site in accordance with Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993. The latest date for receipt of objections, representations and requests for an oral hearing was 4.30p.m. on Friday 20th June 2008.


No submissions were received in response to the public advertisement/notice. 


Bord Gais, Eircom and ESB have stated that they have no objections to the proposed extinguishment.


NTL has no objections to the proposed extinguishment but request that they be 
contacted in advance of any works regarding the possibility of old network at this 
location.


Public Lighting Section and Drainage Sections have no objections to the proposed 
extinguishments.


Water Section has no objection to the proposed extinguishment but there are plans to run a main down the laneway. 


Any recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the attention of the Council.”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor E. Walsh and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (1) 4th November 2008 - Roads Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0932/08)
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 11TH NOVEMBER 2008 - DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - APPLICATION FOR GRANTS), PARKS, ENVIRONMENT AND HOUSING 
The following report by the manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

Community Business:
“Application for Grants

Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application
	Amount

	GF1775
	Grangebrook Residents Association
	Running Costs Grant for Community Groups
	27/08/08
	€200

	GF1758
	Whitechurch Youth & Community Centre
	Equipment Grant
	17/07/08
	€3,000

	GF1757
	Whitechurch Youth & Community Centre
	Start Up Costs for Community Groups
	17/07/08
	€1,000

	GF1780
	Glendoher & District Residents Association
	Community Activity Grant Including Sport Activity
	03/09/08
	€500

	GF1781
	Glendoher & District Residents Association
	Equipment Grant
	03/09/08
	€500

	GF1782
	Glendoher & District Residents Association
	Environmental Improvements Grant
	03/09/08
	€500



Application for Grant (Arts Act 2003)


Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.


Arts Contribution

	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application
	Amount

	Irish Woodturners
	Contribution towards exhibitions 2008
	30/10/08
	€600



It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor M. Ardagh, and 
RESOLVED:-


“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grants and contribution as recommended in the foregoing report”.”
It was proposed by Councillor  M. Corr, seconded by Councillor T. McDermott and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2) 11th November 2008 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0933/08)
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 17TH NOVEMBER 2008
- DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - APPLICATION FOR GRANTS), PARKS, ENVIRONMENT AND HOUSING 
The following report by the manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

Community Business:


“Application for Grants

Applications for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	GF1801
	South Dublin County Tourism
	Major Community Activity held in South Dublin County or outside South Dublin County.
	06/10/08
	€5,000

	GF1762
	Rathcoole Community Council Ltd.
	Extension to Rathcoole Community Centre
	05/08/08
	€40,000

	GF1784
	Fettercairn Community & Youth Centre
	Community Centre based IT Infrastructure
	03/09/08
	€4,000

	GF1808
	Sacred Heart Football Club, Killinarden
	Major Equipment
	11/11/08
	€3,000



Application for Grant (Arts Act 2003)


Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.
	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	Agf662
	Harolds Cross Tallaght Musical Society
	Grant towards presentation of musical production
	8/9/08
	€700


  
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and 
RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grants as recommended in the foregoing report”.”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. Jones and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Tallaght Area Committee (1) 17th November 2008 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0934/08)
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 24TH NOVEMBER 2008 - DEALING WITH ROADS (1 REPORT - PROVISION OF SCHOOL WARDEN - ST THOMAS’S JUNIOR SCHOOL), PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES
The following report by the manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

Roads Business:
“Under the terms of the Local Government Act, 1991 (Reserved Functions) Order, 1993, the making of arrangements under Section 96 (1) of the Road Traffic Act, 1961, for the patrolling of locations where school children cross the public road is a reserved function of the Council.


The Road Safety Officer has recommended the provision of a school warden service at the following location:


SCHOOL                                            LOCATION

St. Thomas’s Junior School                   On Fortunestown Road


Fortunestown Road,                             11 metres west of 


Jobstown,                                           lampstandard No 23.


Tallaght,


Dublin 24.


The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next meeting.


It was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon, seconded by Councillor M. Corr, and AGREED:-


“That this Committee recommends the provision of a school warden for St. Thomas’s Junior School, Fortunestown Road, Jobstown, Tallaght, Dublin 24 on Fortunestown Road 11 metres west of lampstandard No. 23.”


If the Council agrees with the recommendation, the following resolution is required:-


“That South Dublin County Council hereby resolves under the terms of the Local Government Act, 1991 (Reserved Functions) Order, 1993, pursuant to Section 96 (1) of the Roads Act, 1961, as amended by the Schedule to the Roads Traffic Act, 1968, that arrangements be made for the patrolling on Fortunestown Road 11 metres west of lampstandard No. 23”.”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. Jones and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee (2) - 24th November 2008 – Roads Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0935/08)
LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 19TH NOVEMBER 2008 -
DEALING WITH  PLANNING, ROADS (1 REPORT - TAY LANE/ N7 ENTRANCE),  - DEVELOPMENT  & CORPORATE SERVICES 
The following reports, which had been circulated, were presented by Mr. T. Doherty, Director of Planning, and  were CONSIDERED:

(i) Overall Summary Report

(ii) Report of Area Committee

It was also AGREED to take Motion No. 14 in conjunction with this item:

“ (i) Overall Summary Report 

Monday 8th December ‘08

1. Tay Lane is now a mis-nomer as the road is in fact not a lane but a main distributor road which provides significant social and economic service to the Newcastle / Rathcoole and Saggart areas of the County and is crucial to the future development and continued growth of these areas. 
2. Its junction with the Naas Road (N7) is by way of a T junction at the western end of the off-ramp servicing Rathcoole and College Road.  This junction was designed some years ago but is now inadequate for the volumes and speed of vehicles exiting the Naas Road at this point and has been the scene of frequent traffic accidents. 

3. The junction endangers public safety by reason of traffic hazard and needs to be redesigned to provide for an easy-flow of traffic on a new deceleration lane inside the current deceleration lane on the N7, as is the standard method of providing for traffic exiting an un-signalled junction on a dual carriageway/motorway. 

4. Though several requests have been made to the NRA, the Council is informed that no funds are available for this improvement and the view has been expressed that the junction should be closed. 

5. An outline design has been prepared by the Council illustrating how this easy-flow exit from the N7 could be provided onto Tay Lane and is available at this meeting. 

6. To give effect to this proposal it would be necessary to acquire additional land and failing agreement, possibly by compulsory purchase order. 

7. However, before undertaking these procedures it would be necessary to vary the County Development Plan to insert an objective to provide for an easy-flow exit from N7 at this point. 

8. It is proposed to initiate these procedures forthwith.  Contemporaneously, various sources of funding will be explored. 

Pending the successful completion of the new junction, it is necessary that the existing junction be temporarily closed in the interest of public safety.
(ii) Report of Area Committee

Tay Lane Junction on N7
Because of safety concerns at the Tay Lane Junction on the N7 a number of options have been examined with regard to improving the junction.  The matter has been discussed at length at the Area Committee and a number of consultation meetings have been held with local residents and occupiers of the industrial estate which were attended by local representatives.  No direct funding is available from the National Roads Authority to undertake works.

TAY LANE OPTIONS in order of Cost

OPTION 1 :   Closure of Junction,  Divert traffic to Rathcoole Interchange.  Simplest, safest and cheapest option.   Minimum cost involved order of  €50000, it should be noted that we have spent close to this amount already in repair of the rope barrier et al.

OPTION  2 :    Close Tay lane to inbound traffic and allow for exit only, 

This will involve the removal of traffic island and rope barrier from the main line carriageway and relocating same on the outside of the exit lane from Tay Lane to prevent direct access to the main line except at the Interchange as well as modifications to the footpath, drainage and blacktop . Estimated cost  €800000-€1.0 million.  

 Shown coloured yellow on attached map.

OPTION 3 :  The preferred option to leave the junction open which is a combination of Option 2 and the provision of a separate lane to connect to Tay lane behind the footbridge thus separating the In and Out approaches to Tay lane.  This also involves the purchase of land and the demolition of an inhabited house at an estimated cost of €3.0 million in total.

Shown coloured yellow and purple on attached map.

It should be noted that the provision of a new left in can only be located at the position shown on the drawing in order to ensure safety of access to and from properties on Tay lane. Any alterations to the Footbridge will mean that totally new ramps (wider and longer) would be required to meet current Disability specifications and ability to withstand traffic impact greater than currently in place.  

The present situation cannot be allowed to continue indefinitely and it will be necessary to close the junction on safety grounds with the situation being reviewed should financial resources become available to undertake the necessary work.

T Ridge – can see where mgr is coming from but don’t know where we’re going as a county. Not indicated to people that there would be a closure, gardai opposed to this.  Attitude of NRA, first of all they took some of our land to widen road, celbridge traffic comes through Newcastle.  Meeting 6 months ago Harney and Curran attended and promised assistance and would go to minister, to get money to adjust the entrance.  Assured today, by county engineer that there is no money. Going to cut off 4000 homes from what was a second road. Traffic accidents – think they were involved with bollards placed on road, how can we be treated so badly when other areas have had there roadways kept open. This is a black day for Newcastle, brought about by the NRA. Minister Harney must be leaving as she has always stood up for Newcastle. Will oppose what the mgr is asking us to do today – close lane, it’s been two way traffic for the last 100 years. This is utter madness.

Motion No. 14 

It was proposed by Councillor J. Daly, seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan:

“That this Council, of South Dublin Co. Council dispose of the lands and property that were required for the upgrade of the N7, that are left over, and use the proceeds to redesign the Tay Lane N7 Junction, and to negotiate with the N.R.A. on the interim and longterm solution.”

REPORT:
“The proposals expressed in the motion with regard to disposal of lands are being considered by the Roads Department.  The disposal of excess lands is a priority for the Council and it should be noted that while the National Roads Authority has attempted to tie the funding of the improvement works at Tay Lane Junction to the disposal of excess lands on the N7 Scheme, the National Roads Authority owes this Council in excess of €30million for lands on the M50 Scheme. Every effort will being made to use the proceeds from the sales, with agreement of the National Roads Authority, as they arise, to achieve the desired outcome and negotiations are continuing. However, despite protracted discussions over the past 2 years between Council officials, the local community, local representatives and the NRA, funding has not been made available by them to improve the safety of the junction at Tay Lane consistent with the wishes of the Council and local community. 

The junction continues to be of concern in terms of safety for access both to and from Tay lane and a number of vehicle accidents have taken place where the safety barrier has been removed and replaced on a number of occasions.  The NRA have suggested that the safest and most economic solution is to close the Tay lane access in its entirety whereas the Council is of the opinion that a left out facility can be maintained at an estimated cost of €1million involving additional construction works. It will not be possible to leave the left in access open without considerable additional expenditure above this sum.  A full estimate of the cost to bring it up to National Road Authority standards indicates that it would cost in excess of €3million.

The situation cannot be allowed to continue indefinitely and it will be necessary to close the junction on safety grounds with the situation being reviewed should additional resources become available.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors R. Dowds, J. Daly, T. Ridge, S. O’Connor, E. Walsh, G. O’Connell, D. Corrigan, T. Gilligan and E. Tuffy.

Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transport and Mr. J. Horan, County Manager responded to the Members’ queries.  

Mr. T. Doherty, Director of Planning suggested to the Members that there would be merit in amending the County Development Plan to include a specific objective to address the difficulties at this junction. If Members should agreed in principle to such an objective being included in the County Development Plan procedure for initiation of a variation to the County Development Plan could be brought forward.

This was AGREED by the Members.

The Mayor then sought clarification in relation to Councillor J. Daly’s motion.

Ms. M. Maguire informed the Members that a roll call vote would be required on the motion as proposed by Councillor Daly, while Mr. J. Horan, County Manager advised Councillor Daly that if his motion was passed that it may not be possible to follow through with the proposal.

Councillor Daly then stated that he wished to amend his motion to take in option 2 on the Manager’s report from the Area Committee which is as follows:

“OPTION  2 :    Close Tay lane to Inbound traffic and allow for exit only, 

This will involve the removal of traffic island and rope barrier from the main line carriageway and relocating same on the outside of the exit lane from Tay Lane to prevent direct access to the main line except at the Interchange as well as modifications to the footpath, drainage and blacktop . Estimated cost  €800000-€1.0 million.”
It was proposed by Councillor J. Daly, seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan:

“That this Council close Tay Lane to inbound traffic and allow for exit only.”

A Roll Call vote on the amended motion was then conducted, and the results were as follows:

FOR: 20 (TWENTY)

Councillors M. Ardagh, M. Corr, D. Corrigan, P. Cosgrave, S. Crowe, J. Daly, T. Delaney, R. Dowds, J. Hannon, C. Jones, C. Keane, D. Keating, E. Maloney, T. McDermott, M. Murphy, J. Neville, S. O’Connor, G. O’Connell, T. Ridge and E. Tuffy.

AGAINST: 1 (ONE)

Councillor T. Gilligan

ABSTAIN: 1 (ONE)

Councillor C. King

ABSENT: 4 (FOUR)

Councillor C. Brophy

The amended motion was PASSED.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

In accordance with Standing Order No. 5  the Mayor, Councillor M. Corr proposed to suspend standing orders to extend the meeting time in order to deal with the statutory business on the agenda.
(C/0936/08)
LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 25TH NOVEMBER 2008
- DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - APPLICATION FOR GRANTS), PARKS, ENVIRONMENT AND HOUSING 
The following report, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

Community Business:


“Application for Grants

Applications for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community 
Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. 
Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, are recommended for approval:

	Ref:
	Group         
	Type of Application  
	Date of Application  
	Amount  

	GF1769
	Sruleen Residents Association, Clondalkin
	Running Costs
	14/08/08
	€200    

	GF1747
	Lucan Guild ICA
	Running Costs 
	04/06/08
	€200

	GF1716
	Cycling Ireland
	Personal Sports Development Grant for amateur cyclist, Ciarán Cassidy, New Road, Clondalkin 
	07/04/08
	€500

	GF1799
	Clondalkin Village Community Games
	Community Activity
	20/09/08
	€500



It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge and seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and RESOLVED:


“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County APPROVE the grants as recommended in the foregoing report”.”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2) - 25th November 2008 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0937/08)
SPORTS, RECREATION, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PARKS STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE (i) Report of Meeting, 5th November 2008  (ii) Minutes of Meeting 10th September 2008

The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

(i) Report of Meeting, 5th November 2008


Attendance :
Members                     

  Officials                                              

Cllr C. King, Chair                        Pat Smith , Director of Services

Cllr C. Jones                               Billy Coman , Senior Executive Officer

Cllr C. Brophy                             Hugh Pierce , Administrative Officer

Cllr J. Neville                              Alison Silke , Sports and Recreation Officer

Cllr D. Corrigan                           Thomas McDermott , Sports Partnership Coordinator

Cllr D. Keating

Cllr P. Cosgrave

Cecil Johnston

Ambrose Shields

Sean Reid

Apologies


An Cathaoirleach Councillor Cathal King Presided

1. Minutes of previous meeting held on 10th September 2008   were noted.


2. Matters arising.


Before replying to this matter B. Coman expressed his sympathy and that of management and staff to committee member Ambrose Shields on the recent tragic death of his daughter.


Committee Chair Cllr King requested a briefing on the issue of levels of anti social 
behaviour in the County.


B. Coman advised that all resources and efforts of the Council are being directed at pro-social policies and activities and that Community Facilities have a big role to play in 
fostering participation and inclusion by all age groups within the County. It will also be necessary to achieve maximum usage of existing facilities in an open, accessible and affordable way.

 
He advised that an analysis of anti – Social behaviour and activities is currently being prepared following which results will be circulated to Committee members.

 Following a general discussion to which Cllrs. Cosgrove, Corrigan, Jones, Brophy, King, Committee member C. Johnston  and P. Smith, Director, contributed it was noted that community facilities and access to them is vitally important.

 
In this context current status of those Sports Complexes (owned by Department Of Education and Science) at Collinstown, Killinarden, Firhouse and Palmerstown was raised as Department of Education and Science have indicated they are no longer in a position to provide funding (dormant account funding exhausted) to allow continued operation of community element.

 B. Coman advised that both the Council and VEC (who contribute to annual running costs) are currently working  with the Department of Education to  identify and source funding  that will allow at least existing community operations to continue during 2009 albeit with reduced staff.
 It was agreed that a letter on behalf of the Committee would be sent to the Department of Education and Science making representations in the strongest possible terms with regard to the need for these facilities to continue to be available to the wider community.

 
3. Position regarding Community facilities and Sports facilities audit was noted following an update from B. Coman.


4. Presentation by T. McDermott, South Dublin County Local Sports Partnership 
Coordinator.

 T. McDermott gave a presentation on the policies, operations, strategy and vision of the Local Sports Partnership and brought the members through the new Sports Partnership website.

 Following the presentation T Mc Dermott and B Coman responded to questions from the Committee.

 
5. AOB

 
There were no items under this heading.

 
Meeting concluded at 7pm”  



The report was NOTED.

ii) Minutes of Sport Recreation , Community  & Parks Strategic Policy Committee Wednesday, 10th September, 2008

In attendance:


Members                                                       Officials


Cllr Joe Neville                                             Hugh Pierce


Cllr Paddy Cosgrave                                    Billy Coman


Cllr John Daly                                                Alison Silke


Cllr Cathal King


Cllr Derek Keating,


Cllr Catriona Jones


Cllr Robert Dowds


Cecil Johnston


Sean Reid


Apologies:


Thos Mc Dermott

An Cathaoirleach Councillor C. King presided.

Minutes Read and agreed – No Matters arising

Minutes Proposed:      Cllr Joe Neville


Seconded:                 Cllr Paddy Cosgrave

 Cllr John Daly wished every success to Cllr Cathal King in is new role as Chair of Sports SPC.

 B Coman expressed thanks to Mark Daly for his work to date, wishing him well in his future endeavors and welcomed Councillor King to the position of Chair of the SPC.

 J Neville requested and agreed by the meeting that a letter of thanks be sent to Mark Daly on behalf of the members of the SPC thanking him for his efforts over the past number of years.

 Item 1: Community Infrastructure Update – B Coman delivered a presentation on 2008 Capital Sports Grants allocation for the County and the successes of the Council to date 
in the provision of facilities for the community and highlighted current major projects ongoing. 

 Following a debate to which Councillors C. King, J. Neville, R. Dowds and J Daly and C Johnston contributed the presentation was welcomed as it particularly highlighted South Dublin County Council’s commitment to the provision of facilities in the county

             AOB:

 C. Johnston  requested information on the engagement of young people in the county, also requesting that information be circulated with regards to the level of anti social behaviour in the county – a sub group may be formed to discuss above & prepare a report for circulation and debate at a future meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 6.15pm to greet the Minister of Community Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs who visited the County Hall to announce RAPID top-up grants for facilities benefiting from Sports Capital Funding in 2008.”                       

           The minutes were NOTED.
(C/0938/08)
ENVIRONMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE (i) Report of Meeting, 12th November 2008  (ii) Minutes of Meeting, 3rd September 2008
The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

(i) Report of Meeting, 12th November 2008

“Report of the meeting of the Environment SPC held on 12th November 2008 in the Council Chamber


Attendance


Elected Members


Officials


Cllr T. McDermott


P. Poole Director of Services 


Cllr G. O’Connell



M. Coleman Senior Executive Officer


Cllr M. Corr



J. Quinlivan Senior Executive Officer


Cllr E. Maloney



T. Moyne Senior Engineer


Cllr M. Murphy



D. Finch Senior Engineer


Cllr E. Walsh



L. Magee Senior Engineer







P. Harty Senior Engineer







R. McGarry A/ Senior Staff Officer


Sectoral Interests


C. Kiernan – Community Forum


J. Lawlor – Community Forum


Apologies


Cllr M. Corr

In the temporary absence of An Cathaoirleach Cllr. T. McDermott, Cllr. G. O'Connell acted as Cathaoirleach up until Item 4, when Cllr McDermott took over the Chair.
1. Minutes of meeting of the SPC held on 3rd September 2008.  Noted and 
Agreed.
2. Matters Arising – No matters arising 

3. Update on Climate Change Strategy – It was noted that CODEMA the Dublin City Company engaged by the Council to draft a Climate Change Strategy for the County had recently informed the Council that due to a staff shortages it was not possible to prepare a draft strategy within the original time frame i.e. 7th November 2008 and that it is now proposed that the draft strategy will be available for referral to the SPC Working Group early in 2009.  An Cathaoirleach afterwards expressed his disappointment at the delay.

4. Draft Water Services Strategic Plan for the Dublin Region –  A powerpoint presentation on the Water Services Plan for the Dublin Region was presented by T. Moyne, Senior Engineer.  Mr Moyne also responded to various 
questions raised by the members.

5. New Water Services for Dublin – A video on possible new water services for the Dublin Region was then presented by T.Moyne Senior Engineer. 

6. Glass Collection and Recycling – A Policy Review 

Item deferred

7. Survey of Dumping in the Dublin Mountains – A report on this matter which had been circulated was presented by P. Harty Senior Executive Engineer.  Mr Harty responded to various questions raised by the members.

8. EMS – Environmental Management System update

Not reached

9. A.O.B  No A.O.B.

The meeting concluded at 7.20 pm.”
The report was NOTED
(ii) Minutes of Meeting, 3rd September 2008 

Minutes of meeting of the Environment SPC held on 3rd September 2008 in the Council Chamber

Attendance


Members


Officials


Cllr T. McDermott

J. Quinlivan A/Director of Services 

Cllr G. Cllr G. O’Connell

M. Coleman Senior Executive Officer


Cllr M. Corr


S. O’Brien Environmental Awareness 







Officer


Cllr E. Maloney


G. Wordell, Codema


Cllr C. Brophy


E. McDonald ERBD


Cllr M. Murphy


Cllr E. Walsh


Sectoral Interests


C. Kiernan – Community Forum


M. Kearns – Community Platform


Apologies


B. Buckley


An Cathaoirleach, Cllr T. McDermott presided.

1. Minutes of meeting of 3rd May 2008.  Proposed by Cllr G. O’Connell, seconded 
by Cllr Brophy and Agreed.
2. Matters Arising – No matters arising 

3. Reports for the meeting  - Cllr O’Connell raised the issue of the reports for the meeting not being available on CMAS or on Membersnet.  J. Quinlivan, Acting Director of Services stated that the reports were accessible on CMAS since the previous Friday and were also emailed to the Members on the Monday prior to the meeting.  He undertook to investigate the matter to ensure that any difficulties in the system were resolved.

4. New Members – An Cathaoirleach welcomed Ms. M Kearns who had attended the meeting of the 3rd May as an observer, as a member of the SPC representing the Community Platform.

5. Climate Change Strategy – A report on Climate Change which included a timetable for the development of a Climate Change Strategy for the County was noted.  An Cathaoirleach welcomed Dr. Gerry Wardell from CODEMA to the meeting.  It had been noted from the above report and from previous reports that the Council would engage with CODEMA to assist in the development of a Climate Change Strategy for the County.  Dr. Wardell gave a presentation which set out the main components of the proposed strategy.

Following questions from Cllrs O’Connell, Murphy, Walsh, McDermott and C. Kiernan, Dr.Wardell responded to the matters raised and the report was noted.

6. Water Framework Directive (WFD) / Eastern River Basin Development project; (ERBD) - Ms. Amy McDonald from the ERBD gave a presentation on what has been done to date to implement the WFD Directive in Ireland and what is required to be done in the region in the future and how it may be achieved.  An Cathaoirleach thanked Ms. McDonald for her detailed presentation.

7. Dumping in the Dublin mountains. J. Quinlivan updated the Committee on progress to date. A total of 41 sites have been examined. A further updated report will be presented to the next meeting of the Committee.

8. A.O.B. - IBAL Survey. Cllr. M. Murphy raised the issue of the recent IBAL survey on litter. J. Quinlivan stated that updates will be given to the Area Committees on a quarterly basis on progress made on litter management, within the framework of the Litter Management Plan, which was agreed at the adoption of the Plan by the Council at its meeting held in May 2008.


The meeting concluded at 7.10 pm.”
The minutes were NOTED.
(C/0939/08)
HOUSING AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE  (i) Report of Meeting, 13th November 2008  (ii) Minutes of Meeting 11th September 2008
The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

(i) Report of Meeting, 13th November 2008

“REPORT OF THE MEETING OF THE HOUSING AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 13th NOVEMBER, 2008
 PRESENT:
                           Members:                                                Council Officials:

	M. Corr
	F Nevin
	A/Director of Housing

	R. Dowds
	H Hogan
	Senior Executive Officer

	T. Gilligan
	M O Shaughnessy
	Senior Executive Officer

	J. Hannon
	Y Dervan
	Senior Executive Officer

	C. King
	E Conlon
	Staff Officer

	E. Maloney
	 
	 

	T. Ridge
	
	

	M. Ardagh
	
	

	 
	
	

	R. Smyth,  Tallaght Community Radio Forum
	
	

	M. Healy, Tallaght Homeless Advice Unit
	
	

	 
	
	

	 
	
	



Councillor E. Maloney chaired the meeting.


H-I(1)  Minutes
The minutes of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 11th September, 2008 were proposed by Councillor   E. Maloney seconded by Cllr. T. Ridge and confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.


H-I(2)  Matters Arising  
            It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.


H-I(3)  Update on Housing Needs Analysis
           The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:

            HOUSING NEEDS ANALYSIS NOVEMBER 2008 


HOUSING LIST @ 07/11/2008


At present there are 5,575 live applications on the housing list, 3,050 are in receipt of Rent 
Supplement and 547 are RAS tenants.


Breakdown of family composition as follows:

	Family size
	Number on List
	%

	Adults
	Children
	 
	 

	1
	0
	1122
	20.13%

	2
	0
	  137
	2.46%

	3+
	0
	    14
	0.25%

	1
	1
	1668
	29.92%

	1
	2
	  798
	14.31%

	1
	3+
	  478
	8.57%

	2
	1
	  247
	4.43%

	2
	2
	  408
	7.32%

	2
	3+
	  687
	12.32%

	Other
	Other
	    16
	0.29%

	 
	 
	 
	 

	TOTAL
	 
	5575
	100%


Housing applicant’s source of income

	Income Type
	No. of Applicants
	%

	Unemployed Assistance / Benefit / Social Welfare
	2003
	35.93%

	Lone Parents Allowance
	1710
	30.67%

	Employed (inc. part-time)
	1131
	20.29%

	Disability/Invalidity - Allowance/Benefit/ Pension
	379
	6.80%

	Back to Work
	149
	2.67%

	FAS
	40
	0.72%

	Old Age Pension
	47
	0.84%

	Maternity
	37
	0.66%

	VTOS
	25
	0.45%

	Carers Allowance
	24
	0.43%

	CE Scheme
	20
	0.36%

	Widows Pension
	10
	0.18%

	 
	 
	 

	                                   TOTAL
	5575
	100%



Housing applicants are listed under D.O.E. categories as follows:-

	Value
	Description
	Nos.

	A
	Homeless
	71 561

	B
	Travellers 
	126

	C
	Living in accommodation that is unfit or materially unsuitable
	0

	D
	Living in overcrowded conditions
	    671

	E
	Sharing accommodation involuntarily
	474

	F
	Young persons leaving institutional care or without family accommodation
	 4

	G
	In need of accommodation for medical or compassionate reasons
	 49

	H
	Elderly
	14  

	I
	Disabled or handicapped
	  16

	J
	Not reasonably able to meet the cost of the accommodation
	4150

	 
	                                                                                              TOTAL
	5575


These figures are based on 1st category, applicants may fall into 
two or more categories


i.e. G - Medical


     H – Elderly

  
     D – Overcrowding”


 Ms Y. Dervan, Senior Executive Officer, summarized the report. 

 
Following a discussion to which Councillor T Ridge contributed Ms Y Dervan, Senior 
Executive Officer, responded to queries raised. 

            The report was NOTED.


H-I(4)  Report from Workshop on Part V
           The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:

            “DRAFT ONLY

Discussion paper: South Dublin County Council – Part V policy.

1. Introduction.


The Councils housing strategy is set out in accordance with the Planning & 
Development Act 2000 in the County Development Plan 2004-2010.

It is anticipated that supply of social/affordable/voluntary, (sav), homes in accordance with Part V of the Planning & Development Act 2000, (as amended) has and will form a significant portion of home delivery in the coming years. The aim of this document is to set out the Councils policy when dealing with developers on Part V supply. 

· The proposed policy is set out. 

· The approval procedure is identified. 

· Finally, the implementation of the policy, (if adopted), is outlined.

A workshop with the SPC and representatives from the Irish Home Builders Association and the Affordable Homes Partnership was held in September 2008.


The revised draft policy is set out below.


2. Policy (PROPOSED)

(i)                 In accordance with the South Dublin County Housing Strategy the policy of South Dublin County Council is to aim to achieve delivery of the required sav homes in accordance with Part V on site as part of the development which is the subject of the planning application. This is the primary basis on which all negotiations will be conducted.


(ii)              In so far as practicable the Housing Department will commence Part V negotiations as early in the planning process as possible. The intention will be that the Part V agreement and appropriate funding approvals are in place prior to commencement of construction.

(iii)             The involvement of Voluntary Housing Associations will be welcomed in Part V supply subject to discussions and agreement with the Councils Voluntary Housing Unit. These discussions and agreements should coincide and finalize with the overall Part V arrangements including funding approvals and are subject to the approval of the members in accordance with the Housing Act 1992.

(iv)             In so far as practicable affordable properties will be marketed through direct sales by the developer. Any request from the developer that the homes be subsequently purchased by SDCC will be subject to the proviso that the homes may be used for any purpose in accordance with the Councils Housing Strategy.
 
(v)                RAS proposals from developers for Part V provision will be examined and assessed on an individual basis. Proposals must provide equivalent value as the other forms of provision provided for in the legislation.

(vi)             However, as indicated in the legislation there may be instances where on-site delivery is neither practicable nor desirable from South Dublin County Councils point of view.


(vii)           The only instances where the position at (vi) above will be acceptable in 
South Dublin County is where 


(a)    The development is a small development i.e. less than 10 homes. (Larger schemes must meet Council requirements for tenure mix). For purposes of clarity the scale of the development must “fit” the available site, i.e., the application cannot form part of, or be “split” from, a larger development. If the application is either part of a larger scheme and/or there is additional residential capacity on the site (i) above will apply. 


AND

(b)   The homes being developed are not suitable for sav homes due to size and/or type, 
or


(c)    The home being developed are not possible to place on the market as affordable homes due to certified cost price, or


(d)   The homes being developed are not suitable as social homes due to certified cost price having regard to DOELG guidelines and funding.

 
(It is envisaged that this clause will normally only be applicable to small infill schemes.)

 
Certified cost price is to mean the cost price per home calculated in accordance with the terms of the Planning Acts.
 
(viii)         Where a developers planning application falls within the terms of (vii) above and the developer applies to pay compensation in lieu of the Part V requirement the Councils valuer will enter into negotiations and seek to reach agreement on value with the developer and/or their agents.

(ix)             In instances where financial compensation is accepted in lieu of homes the intention will be that monies will be utilised for housing purposes in the Local Electoral Area in which the site is located in order to deliver a planning/housing gain to the local community.

 
(x)               Off-site provision will not normally be acceptable under Part V. The reasons for this are :


(a)    
        The acceptance of same could lead to distortion in the tenure mix in both 
developments and/or the wider area(s).


(b)                Administrative, legal and practical difficulties in monitoring and delivering the homes on the alternative site.

 
(xi)             The mix of social/affordable/voluntary homes in each case will be decided by reference to the Housing Strategy and the current demand in the relevant area.            

 
3. Approval of draft policy.

 
(i)                 In the first instance it is proposed to present this document to the Housing SPC for perusal & discussion.


(ii)               The position document agreed with the SPC will then be brought to the Area Committees of the Council.


(iii)             It may be necessary to return to the SPC with the input from the Area 
Committees.


(iv)             The final document agreed with the SPC will be brought to the members of South Dublin County Council for final discussion and possible approval.

 
4. Implementation of Policy

 
The policy, if approved by the members, will be circulated to the interested parties, including the CIF and the ICSH, and will, as indicated in the introduction, form the basis of all Part V negotiations in South Dublin County.

 
5. Next steps.

 
As indicated above this document is now before the Housing SPC.

 
Frank Nevin


A/Director of Housing.

 
The following links were also provided;


Presentation from John O‘Connor AHI


Presentation from Noel O‘Connor IHBA


Minutes of Workshop on Part V 26th September 2008”

            F. Nevin, A/Director of Services, summarized the report. 

      
Following a discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney, M Corr, C. King, M. Ardagh and J Hannon contributed F Nevin, Director  of Services responded to queries raised. 


The report was NOTED and it was AGREED to remove point (IX)

            The report is now to go to the 3 Area Committees.

H-I(5)  Review on the Scheme of Letting Priorities/ tenancy agreement/ ASB Policy 


The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:


“Report on review of scheme of letting priorities/tenancy agreement/ASB policy


Housing and Social SPC has been established for the purpose of reviewing the Anti Social Behaviour Strategy document which was adopted by the Members in 2005.  The Council’s Tenancy Agreement together with the Scheme of Letting Priorities, which was adopted by the Members and approved by the DoEHLG in 2006, will be also form part of the overall review.  The purpose of the review to strengthen the enforcement powers available to the Housing Authority having regard to the changing profile of our local communities. The sub group comprises the following members of the SPC; Mayor M.Corr, Cllr T. Ridge, Cllr C. King and Ms. Betty Tyrell- Callard.  The inaugural meeting of the group was held on the 7th October 2008 when the following ten no. recommendations were made by the Members:


1.      Members want a review of Computer System for Housing.


2.      If new system cannot be introduced the Housing Application Form will need to be simplified.


3.      Councillors 20 recommendations in relation to Tenancy Agreement previously 
agreed to be revisited.


4.      Manchester initiatives in relation to anti social behaviour to be incorporated in draft documentation.      


5.      There should be a mechanism in place to ensure that what is agreed by various agencies at case conferences is followed through. 


6.      Housing Application Form should stress what a tenant’s responsibilities/duties are while they are in Private Rented Accommodation awaiting allocation of house.


7.      We should aspire to ensuring that someone evicted for Anti-Social behaviour not be allowed to get private rented within 3 mile radius. 


8.      Duties and responsibilities of applicants and tenants to be stressed at all times and on all application forms.


9.      Gardaí not to be involved in sub group discussions until we are certain where our responsibilities end and theirs begin. 

10. Elected members suggested that a representative, possibly from a Housing 
Association, be advised on the strategy.      


It is hoped to complete the review by lst quarter of 2009.”

           Ms Y Dervan, Senior Executive Officer summarized the report. 


Following a discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney, R. Dowds, C. King, and M. Corr contributed Ms Y Dervan, Senior Executive Officer, and F Nevin  A/Director of Services responded to queries raised. It was NOTED that the review or the Anti Social behaviour Policy Scheme of Letting Priorities and Tenancy Agreement will need to be informed by the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2008 which has not yet become statute.


The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that concerns regarding difficult tenants would be brought up at the next meeting of the SPC sub group on review of ASB Policy Document. It was also AGREED to write to the Minister for Environment, Housing and Urban Renewal regarding anti social behavior in the private rented sector.  

 
H-I(6)  Update on Traveller Accommodation Programme

The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:


“Update on Traveller Accommodation Programme 2009-2013


Notification of the publication of a Draft Traveller Accommodation Programme 2009 - 2013 was advertised in the national and local Press on the 22nd of October, 2008, and circulated to Members and relevant agencies. The latest date for receipt of written comment/submissions is the 22nd of December, 2008.


A report will be brought before each of the Area Committees prior to the December deadline and discussions with Councillors will take place on the draft Programme. Discussions on the Draft Plan will also take place at a specially convened meeting of the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee. A report will be prepared for the Manager, detailing all comments / submissions along with the Housing Departments comments on same. The Manager will then place the re-draft report before the full Council for ratification and adoption. Circular TAU 7/2008 from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government indicates that the latest date for adoption of the Programme is the 30th of April, 2009.”

 
Mr. H Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, summarized a Presentation on the Draft Document of the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2009 – 2013. Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King and E. Maloney contributed Mr. H Hogan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.

 
The report was NOTED.  

 
H-I(7)  Affordable Housing – Motion from Terenure Rathfarnham Area 
Committee Meeting

 The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:

 “The following motion was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave and seconded by Councillor C. Keane  and  PASSED at the Terenure- Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting (2) held on 9th September, 2008:-


"That this Council set up a new scheme within the Affordable housing scheme in 
Terenure-Rathfarnham area for people who are over fifty and have gone through 
marriage or partner separation. In most cases this leaves them with a small 
settlement and unable to get back onto the property ladder."


REPORT:

“The affordable housing scheme adopted by South Dublin County Council on 14/04/03 makes provision for the current housing circumstances of eligible persons to be taken into consideration. In cases where the applicant(s) are coming from a marriage or partner separation, the Council's Affordable Housing section looks at all the possibilities available to aid the applicant qualify for the Affordable Housing List. South Dublin County Council can only consider the advancing of a mortgage to applicants between the ages of 18 and 65, which must be paid by the time that the home purchaser turns 65; the maximum term of the loan is 30 years. However since last year applicants may secure a mortgage from one of 6 lending institutions who have signed up to the Affordable Housing Scheme and may be able to negotiate a longer repayment term or conditions.

In deciding to grant a mortgage to an applicant the Affordable Housing section must ensure that the purchaser(s) has enough income to meet the mortgage repayments after all other outgoings have been paid.  Mortgage repayments must not involve the use of more than 35% of net income (gross income less income tax and P.R.S.I.)”

It was AGREED that the report would then be further considered at the next meeting of the Housing and Social SPC”.

A link to the Home Choice loan was provided. The DOEHLG Circular AHS 3/08 on the proposed new Equity loan was also provided.

Ms M. O’Shaughnessy, Senior Executive Officer, summarized the report. Following a discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney, J. Hannon, C. King, and M. Ardagh and Mr. R. Smyth contributed Ms M. O’Shaughnessy, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.


 The report was NOTED.  

 
H-I(8)  Management Companies
 
A presentation which had been circulated was NOTED:

 
Mr F. Nevin, A/Director of Services, summarized a presentation on Management 
Companies.

Following a discussion to which Councillors R. Dowds, T. Gilligan, J. Hannon, and T. Gilligan contributed   Mr F. Nevin, A/Director of Services responded to queries raised.

 
The report was NOTED and it was AGREED to write to the Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government requesting him to fast-track and update on the proposed legislation dealing with Management Companies.  

 
The meeting concluded at 7.00 pm.”   
The report was NOTED.
(ii) Minutes of Meeting, 11th September 2008


PRESENT:


        Members:                                                    Council Officials:

	M Ardagh
	Frank Nevin
	A/Director of Housing

	M Corr
	H Hogan
	Senior Executive Officer

	R Dowds
	E Conlon
	Staff Officer

	J Hannon
	 
	 

	T Ridge
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	R Smyth ,   Tallaght Community Forum
	
	

	M Healy,    Tallaght Homeless Advice Unit
	
	



Cllr R. Dowds chaired the meeting.

The meeting commenced with a presentation by Ms Margaret O Neill and Ms Carol Fitzmaurice from Threshold, Cork on Gillabbey Court. Gilabbey Court is a small development in Cork managed by Threshold and is a stepping stone for fist time buyers towards the purchase of their first home. 


Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Ardagh, M. Corr, J. Hannon, T. Ridge, and R Dowds and Ms  M. Healy contributed Ms. M O’Neill and Mr. F. Nevin, A/Director of Services responded to queries raised. Ms Carol Fitzmaurice invited the members to attend the Dublin Threshold Advice Centre. 


It was stated that were Threshold or any similar Housing body to approach South Dublin County Council with a similar proposal to Gilabbey Court it would be given due consideration.


H-I(1)  Minutes


The minutes of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 15th May, 2008 were proposed by Councillor   R Dowds and seconded by Cllr. T. Ridge   and confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.


H-I(2)  Matters Arising  

It was NOTED that the Housing Needs Assessment would be the subject of a full report to the next meeting of the SPC.


H-I(3)  Update on Anti-social Behaviour Policies


The following report which had been circulated was noted:

 
“Update Report on Anti-Social Behaviour Policies


The Council's Anti Social Behaviour Policy document entitled " A Safe and Peaceful Place to live" was adopted in February 2005.  The purpose of the policy was to create and sustain a safe and peaceful living environment for the tenants of South Dublin County Council by actively tackling anti social behaviour through prevention, enforcement, support and rehabilitation.


www.sdublincoco.ie/sdcc/departments/housing/publications/pdf

A sub-committee of the Housing and Social Strategic Policy Committee was established for the purpose of reviewing the aforementioned Policy document aimed at building on the UK experience of Manchester City Council in dealing with anti-social behaviour with a particular focus on inter-agency co-operation, enforcement powers, victim focus, perpetrators rights and PR campaign. The sub-committee comprises of 3 members, Cllr. Marie Corr, Cllr. Cathal King and Ms. Betty Tyrrell-Collard (representing Trade Union interest).

The inaugural meeting of the committee was held on the 23rd October 2007. The meeting was attended by Cllrs. Corr and King. It was agreed that the business of the sub-group be conducted over an initial 3-month period October to December 2007, to be reviewed in the context of progress on the business of the Committee. This timescale has been extended.


An overview of the four core principles of the current policy was outlined, Prevention, Enforcement, Support and Rehabilitation. Examples of some initiatives since the adoption of the 2005 Anti Social Behaviour Policy were outlined to the Committee:

The second meeting of the sub group took place on the 08th January 2008.


The meeting was attended by Inspector Pat Edgeworth of Tallaght Garda Station who gave a detailed presentation about the Garda Diversion Programme.

Inspector Edgeworth explained that if a child gets into trouble with the law, the Gardaí​ may decide to caution him/her and keep him/her under supervision rather that go to court.  This form of diversion for children was started in 1964 and, because it has been successful, the Garda Juvenile Diversion Programme exists across the country and is included as part of the children Act 2001.  A child suspected of an offence is referred to the Garda Diversion Programme.  In 2005 there were 17,567 children referred to the programme and 75% were issued with a caution.  

Garda Youth Diversion Projects are run by the Gardai​ as part of the Garda Diversion Programme.  The projects aim to help children move away from behaving in a way that might get them or their friends into trouble with the law.  They can help young people develop their sense of community and their social skills through different activities.  Under the Garda diversion programme are a number of local community based projects that are for children at local level.  The projects encourage pr-social behaviour and are aimed at keeping kids out of trouble.   


The projects offer opportunities for education, employment training, sport, art, music and other activities.  Most projects operate outside of school hours, however, in areas with a high proportion of early school-leavers, activities may also be planned during the daytime.


There are 100 groups across Ireland.  Tallaght has 5 groups, each with approximately â‚¬100,000 funding which comes from the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform.  A full audit is done every year on each project.  There is an average increase of 5% in funding each year.  There are projects in Fettercairn, Killinarden, Brookview, Tymon North and Jobstown.  Upwards of 220 youths were referred to the 5 projects in 2007.  These groups target 11-16 year olds through referrals.  The projects have a full time co-ordinator (with salary) and the groups rely on volunteers to progress the projects.  South Dublin County Council has provided office space in its community centres to facilitate these groups.


The recently published Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2008 contains provisions in relation to anti social behaviour in local authority housing estates.  Each Housing Authority will be required to draw and adopt an anti social behaviour strategy, the principal objectives of which shall be as follows:


(a) the prevention and reduction of anti-social behaviour


(b) the co-ordination of services within the housing authority directed at dealing with, or preventing or reducing, anti-social behaviour.


(c) the promotion of co-operation with other persons, including the Garda Siochana, in the performance of their respective functions insofar as they relate to dealing with, or the prevention or reduction of, anti social behaviour, having regard to the need to avoid duplication of activities by the housing authority and such other persons in the performance of those functions, and

(d) the promotion of good estate management.


The Anti social behaviour strategy will set out the proposals of the Housing Authority for achieving these objectives including:


(a) procedures in relation to the making of complaints to the housing authority in respect of anti social behaviour; 


(b) initiatives for the prevention and reduction of anti social behaviour;


(c) the provision of education relating to, and the carrying out of research into, anti 
social behaviour and its prevention and reduction. 


In drawing up its anti social behaviour strategy Housing Authorities will be required to consult with -  


(a)   any joint policing committee established under section 36 of the Garda Siochana Act 2005 in respect of its administrative area.


(b)    the Garda Siochana,


(c)    the Health Service Executive, and


(d)    any other person as the authority considers appropriate.


http://www.environ.ie/en/Legislation/DevelopmentandHousing/Housing/FileDownLoad,17932,en.pdf

The drawing up and adoption of the anti social behaviour strategy will be a reserved function of the Council. 

 
It is proposed to reconvene the SPC sub committee at an early date so as to plot a 
course for the preparation of the new strategy.”

 
Mr Frank Nevin, A/ Director of Housing summarized the report. Following a discussion to which Councillors T. Ridge, R. Dowds, C. King and M. Corr and Ms M. Healy contributed   Mr. F. Nevin, A/Director of Services responded to queries raised. The report was NOTED.


 H-I(4)  Financial Contributions Scheme


The following report which had been circulated was noted:


Financial Contributions Scheme


The Scheme of Letting Priorities adopted by the Council on 12th December 2005 was approved by the Minister for Housing and Urban Renewal on 21st December 2006.  The Scheme provides for the introduction of a Financial Contribution Scheme where older persons who are owners of private dwellings and who find their existing dwelling too large for their needs, may apply for accommodation in designated Older Persons Dwellings subject to the payment of a financial contribution as follows:

	 Applicant's Age
	 Financial Contribution

	 50-54 years (on medical grounds only)
	 1/2 of net proceeds of sale

	 55-69 years
	 1/3 of net proceeds of sale

	 70-79 years
	 1/4 of net proceeds of sale

	 80 years and over
	 1/5 of net proceeds of sale


Applicants under this section will not be prioritized ahead of Older Persons on the Housing or Transfer Lists but will be included on the list from the date of approval.  Applicants under this section must offer their existing dwelling to the Council for purchase in the first instance.   South Dublin County Council has received 20 expression of interest to date.  

Under the Council's Scheme of Letting Priorities, South Dublin County Council Tenants (aged 55 or over) are also prioritized when downsizing accommodation. 

Technical issues associated with this Financial Contribution Scheme are currently being worked out with a view to bringing a final report before the Council and the Housing Strategic Policy Committee.  In the interim staff in the Housing Department will endeavor to identify a pilot project with a view to establishing the viability of the scheme.”

Mr Frank Nevin, A/ Director of Housing summarized the report. The report was NOTED.  

 H-I(5)Traveller Accommodation Programme 2009 - 2013 

“Traveller Accommodation Programme 2009-2013

Under section 10 of the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act, 1998 the Council is required to prepare and adopt 5-year Traveller accommodation programmes. 

The existing programme will expire on 31st December, 2008 and we are now required to prepare a new 5-year programme for the period 1st January, 2009 to 31st December, 2013. 

The Minister has specified 30 April, 2009, as the latest date by which accommodation programmes must be adopted. The adoption of the programme is a reserved function.

The current Traveller Accommodation was adopted by the Council on the 9th May 2005 providing for the provision of 215 new units of traveller specific accommodation, (residential caravan parks and group housing), together with a further 83 units of social housing being made available to members of travelling community, giving a total number of accommodation units to be provided as 298.

The current position in respect of the provision of the above is:

	 
	Traveller Specific Accommodation
	Standard Social Housing

	Completed
	91
	84

	Currently under Construction
	47
	 

	Total
	138 
	84



This number of units (222) represent a 75% delivery of the existing programme 


Traveller Specific Development which were provided prior to the 2005 (not included in the above figures)
	Cherryfield
	10 

	Owendoher
	9

	Oldcastle Drive
	14

	Greenhills Grove
	6

	Marlfield Crescent
	5

	St Aidans, Brookfield
	10


The following are the Traveller Specific development identified in the programme and their current status.

	Scheme
	Type and No. of Units
	Status

	2-Bay Ballyowen Meadows
	2 GH
	Completed and occupied May 2008

	3- Bay Lynch Lane (emergency)
	3 RCP Bays
	Completed and occupied March 2008

	Belgard Park
	8GH
	Completed & Occupied – August 2005

	Fortunestown
	10 Group Houses –
	Completed & Occupied December 2006

	Daletree Place
	10 Group Houses
	Completed & Occupied  August 2005

	Hayden’s Lane Place
	8 Group Houses
	Completed and occupied April 2007

	Hazel Hill, Killinarden
	5 Group Houses 5 Bay RCP
	Completed & Occupied December 2006  

	Kishogue
	10-bay RCP & 10 Group Houses
	Completed and Occupied June 2008

	Lock Road Emergency Facility
	6 bay RCP
	Completed & Occupied May 2006 – Plans for permanent accommodation being prepared for Section 8

	St. Aidan’s Close Brookfield
	5 Group Houses
	Completed & Occupied May 2006

	Tay Lane
	7 Group Houses
	Completed and occupied July 2008

	Lynch’s Park
	10 bay RCP & 9 Group Houses
	Under Construction – delivery expected November 2008

	Newcastle
	10 GH
	Under construction – delivery expected first quarter 2009  

	Stocking Lane
	10-bay RCP
	Under Construction – Delivery expected late 2009

	Coldcut
	8 GH
	Under construction .delivery expected late 2009

	Fonthill
	3-bay RCP & 3 GH
	Deferred pending determination of Metro West Line.  Constraints study being undertaken on the lands available at this location

	Rathcoole
	10 GH
	Deferred until completion of access Road – final site to be determined

	Oldcastle
	20 Units
	Concept design being drafted

	Ballyowen Lane
	10
	Residents have indicated that their preference is to have their current accommodation upgraded at meeting held with residents in July 2008 – Brief currently with Architects Department

	Belgard Road
	10 RCP
	Currently there are 8 families on this site in cramped conditions and without satisfactory facilities.  It was intended to extend and upgrade the site on land that was identified and included in the IT Masterplan for their site.  However when requested the IT have refused to provide the land required.  Currently the Architects Dept are preparing a brief for the redevelopment of this site. When available further efforts will be made to obtain the land needed to accommodate the site.   Discussions will also be undertaken with the Priory and the residents of the site themselves.

	Turnpike
	3 Group Houses
	Section 8 report being prepared for October Council meeting

	Adamstown
	10 houses
	Discussion under Part V currently taking place with developer

	Adamstown
	20 houses
	Future delivery under Part V Agreement

	Bustyhill
	10
	Future Site

	Brittas
	10 
	Future Site



In 2007 9 families were accommodated as a result of casual vacancies.


The provision of the above accommodation has resulted in the closure of  temporary halting sites at St. Maelruan’s Field, Tallaght, Kishogue and Balgaddy Clondalkin, and with the provision of the new Lynch’s Park the existing temporary Lynch’s Lane RCP will be closed.


Progress in respect of transient accommodation is dependent on the consensus of all four Dublin Authorities, and is at present under discussion.   


An Assessment of Needs under Section 6(5) of the Traveller Accommodation Act 1998 was carried out in March 2008.  The assessment asked families to specify which type of accommodation they would like to avail of, i.e. group house, caravan bay or standard Council housing.


137 families took part in the assessment of these 10 families opted for all three types of accommodation, 12 opted for two types of accommodation and 115 opted for one type of accommodation. 


The following is a summary breakdown of the assessment:

	FAMILIES IN ASSESSMENT
	137

	FAMILIES INCLUDED IN 2004 ASSESSMENT
	67

	NEW FAMILIES (families only in 2008 assessment)
	70

	SOCIAL HOUSING
	23

	GROUP HOUSING
	66

	RCP'S
	54

	NO. REACHING 18 BY 2011 (approx.)
	80


 
Having regard to these figures and the current development in progress and identified it is estimated that an additional 13 units of traveller specific accommodation will be required during the period of the next construction programme for traveller specific accommodation.

Circular No. TAU 7/08  (attached) from the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government directs that all relevant Housing Authorities to prepare and adopt a 5 year Traveller Accommodation programme. The new programme is to cover the period 1st January 2009 to 31st December 2013.  The Minister has specified the 30th April 2009 as the latest date by which accommodation programmes must be adopted. 


The Minister has also specified that under Section 6(1) of the 1998 Act, that an assessment of the needs for existing sites be conducted. This assessment must include an assessment of the need for transient sites, however, these provisions do NOT apply to the assessment of projected need.


Public Notice of South Dublin County Council’s intention to prepare a Traveller Accommodation Programme for the period 2009-2013 was published on the 22nd July, 2008, closing date for submission was the 22nd August 2008.“   

            Mr Hugh Hogan, Senior Executive Officer gave a presentation on the new Traveller Accommodation Programme 2009 - 2013. A Memorandum from the   DOEHLG and Circular No.  TAU 7 /08 were presented. Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Ardagh, T. Ridge, C King, R Dowds and M. Corr, and Ms M. Healy, contributed Mr H Hogan, Senior Executive Officer and  Mr. F. Nevin, A/Director of Services responded to queries raised. The success of the current Traveller Accommodation Programme was noted and it was acknowledged that this would not have been possible without the help and courage of the Members.

            The Report was Noted.

  
H-I(6)  Part V Workshop


It was AGREED  that the workshop would be scheduled for Friday, 26th September (pm).

 
The meeting concluded at   7 pm.

 Chairperson _____________________           Date:_____________________


Councillor E. Maloney”
The minutes were NOTED.
(C/0940/08)
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (INCL. PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT) STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE  (i) Report of Meeting, 19th November 2008  (ii) Minutes of Meeting 17th September 2008
The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

(i)  Report of Meeting, 19th November 2008

 
Economic Development (incl. Planning and Development) Strategic Policy 
Committee

Present:

Councillors                                                   Sectoral Representatives
	Dorothy Corrigan
	Deirdre Mooney

	Trevor Gilligan 
	John Kearns

	Mick Murphy   
	 

	Shane O’Connor    
	 

	Eamon Tuffy
	 

	Robert Dowds 
	 



Councillor E. Tuffy, Strategic Policy Committee Chairperson, presided. 


Officials present:

Tom Doherty, Director of Planning


Jim Walsh, Director of Economic Development


Martin Judge, Senior Executive Officer


Neil O’Byrne, Senior Planner


1.  


(a) Updated report on energy efficiency 


Tom Doherty presented a report which was noted

(b) Report on any regulations governing polluting spotlights on new buildings sites (large arc lights on all night – Newcastle Village) 


Tom Doherty presented a report which was noted


(c) Report on details on whether any of ESB 21,000 units (smart meters) will be in South Dublin 

Tom Doherty presented a report which was noted


2.  Discussion on Review of Development Plan

Following a discussion it was agreed to have this item on the next SPC Agenda


3.  Proposed Development at Clutterland and Milltown Business Park adjacent to Grange Castle Business Park

Jim Walsh presented a report which was noted


4.  Introduction of a HGV Ban

Following a discussion, the Committee agreed that the Transport SPC be asked to make a policy recommendation to the Council, taking the following into consideration


(a)   to ensure the safety of children in the vicinity of all schools in the County;


(b)  to make the distinction between housing estate roads and regional and distributor roads; 


(c)   both regional and distributor roads operate to facilitate the movement of all traffic through the County, are fundamentally important to the competitiveness of the County, employment creation within the County and the current and future economic well being of the County.


Cllr Corrigan opposed this proposal.


5. Any Other Business

The Committee agreed to Cllr Tuffy’s proposal that the only items for the next meeting be the Development Plan review, and the Enforcement Policy matter which was deferred from this meeting.

The report was NOTED
(ii) Minutes of Meeting of Economic Development and Planning Strategic Policy Committee held on 17TH September 2008

Present:


Councillors                                Sectoral Representatives

                          






Dorothy Corrigan


Justin Byrne


Robert Dowds



Jim Fay            


Trevor Gilligan



John Kearns


Cait Keane



Noel O’Connor


Mick Murphy   


Shane O’Connor    




Eamon Tuffy


Eamonn Walsh










                  

                   


Apologies for inability to attend were received from Cllrs. J. Neville and


E. Maloney.


Councillor E. Tuffy, Strategic Policy Committee Chairperson, presided. 


Officials Present:


Tom Doherty, Director of Planning


Emer O’Gorman, Senior Executive Officer


Michael Kenny, Senior Planner


Colin Ryan, Senior Planner


Dr. Rosaleen Dwyer, Heritage Officer  


ITEM 1:  Minutes


(A) Minutes of Meeting of Economic Development (including Planning & Development) SPC of 20th February 2008, which had been circulated, were proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy and seconded by Councillor R. Dowds and APPROVED as a true record and signed.


(B) Minutes of Meeting Joint Housing & Social Development SPC & Economic Development (including Planning & Development) SPC of 14th February 2008, which had been circulated, were proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy and seconded by Councillor R. Dowds and APPROVED as a true record and signed.


Matters Arising


None


It was agreed to take Item 3 in advance of Item 2


ITEM 3:  Heritage Plan for South Dublin County


Councillor Eamon Tuffy introduced Dr. Rosaleen Dwyer, Heritage Officer, to the SPC Members.


Dr. Dwyer presented a report on the Heritage Plan for South Dublin County to the 
meeting.


“Heritage Officer


Dr. Rosaleen Dwyer was appointed the Council’s Heritage Officer on 3rd March 2008.  Dr. Dwyer, whose education and background is in natural heritage, had previously been Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council’s Bio-Diversity Officer.


Heritage Plan 


The Heritage Act 1995 defines heritage as including monuments, archaeological objects, heritage objects, architectural heritage, flora, fauna, wildlife habitats, landscapes, seascapes, wrecks, inland waterways, geology, heritage gardens and parks.  Heritage is therefore all around us, reflecting that which we have inherited from preceding generations.  


A County Heritage Plan is a way to reach consensus on how local heritage can best be conserved and managed on a partnership basis, offering a broad context within which the efforts and initiatives of local groups and state agencies can operate.  It is an opportunity to identify heritage issues and heritage needs at a local level, and to address them locally, within a regional and national framework.  


A Heritage Plan is a cross-agency strategy for the county, facilitating the identification, protection, conservation, management, enhancement and interpretation of heritage.  It seeks to integrate the various aspects of heritage, looking at the historic, natural, cultural and social environments as a whole.  It is an agreed, realistic, and costed action plan, with reference to delivery and monitoring mechanisms.  It is, therefore, both a strategic statement about what the county wants to achieve in terms of heritage management and conservation over a 5 year period, while also being a list of achievable actions which will be undertaken to achieve strategic aims and objectives.


A Heritage Plan is not to be seen as an isolated document.  It works within the framework of other plans and objectives, both at a local and a national level.  At a county level, the actions listed in a Heritage Plan aspire to inform the decision-making process with regard to the policies of the County Development Plan and Local Area Plans.  It can also overlap with Local Agenda 21 Plans or complement the work of the County Development Board in its strategy for economic, social and cultural development.  A detailed local Biodiversity Plan for the county is also generally seen as one of the actions of the Heritage Plan.


Heritage Plan Programme

The Heritage Officer’s primary role and priority task for this year and for early 2009 is, in conjunction with Council staff and Members (Parks Department, Conservation Officer etc) and stakeholders, the production and launch of the county’s first Heritage Plan.  This Heritage Plan is expected to cover a five year period with actions on targets and objectives to commence later in 2009.  The Plan will focus on a number of heritage themes.  These are – 

· Natural environment

· Archaeology

· Architecture

· Culture


In early July, a period of public consultation on the preparation of the Heritage Plan commenced.  Five public meetings were hosted and written submissions on heritage issues have been invited from the public.  The consultation period closes on 17th September 2008.  A first draft of the Heritage Plan is expected by January 2009.  
Following public and Council consultation on the initial draft Plan, final amendments are expected by late spring 2009.  A public launch of the Plan is projected for early/mid summer of 2009.


Once the Heritage Plan has been adopted, the Heritage Officer will oversee the implementation of the actions and objectives set out in the Plan.  It is also envisaged that the Heritage Officer will provide assistance/advice on the heritage aspects of the County Development Plan Review and of the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) process, which has to be undertaken in conjunction with the preparation of the new County Development Plan.  


This Report was presented to the three Area Committees of the Council – Lucan- Clondalkin, Tallaght and Terenure-Rathfarnham - and to the Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education and Libraries SPC and the Sports, Recreation, Community and Parks SPC.  It was also presented to the Organisation, Procedures and Finance Committee. 


Heritage Forum


To initiate the process of preparing the Plan and to progress work on the Plan, a County Heritage Forum was established.  This Forum will oversee and assist in the preparation and implementation of the Heritage Plan in conjunction with the Heritage Officer.  

Forum members have being drawn from elected members, Council staff (representatives from Planning, Parks, Community, Arts and Libraries), local heritage interest groups, business/commercial bodies, tourism, environmental NGOs, Rural Development, and relevant government departments (DoEHLG) and agencies (Waterways Ireland, Eastern Regional Fisheries Board, Coillte).  The final total number of Forum members will be between 20 - 25 individuals.     

An inaugural meeting of the Forum was held on 15th July in County Council offices.  The Forum will operate as a Steering Group, to oversee the assessment of submissions from members of the public and to assist in the preparation of a draft heritage plan.  To facilitate the process of drawing up and agreeing the specific objectives and actions of the Heritage Plan, 4 Working Groups will also be established.  These will focus on the 4 broad heritage themes of natural environment, archaeology, architecture, and cultural heritage.  Members of the Working Groups will be drawn from the Forum but will also include additional expertise from other individuals or groups where required.  


Next Steps


With the closure of the public consultation period on the 17th September, all submissions and points recorded from the 5 public meetings will be presented to the second meeting of the County Heritage Forum in late September 2008.  Working Groups will be 
established at that time and meetings of these working groups will be held throughout October, November and December.  A first draft of an overall plan will be prepared for the Heritage Forum by the Heritage Officer in January 2009, drawing together the objectives and actions prioritised by the working groups.”    


Contributions were made by Cllrs E. Tuffy, E. Walsh, R. Dowds, D. Corrigan, C. Keane, S. O’Connor and Mr. J. Fay, J. Byrne, and J. Kearns to which Dr. Dwyer, Heritage Officer, responded.  Councillor Tuffy and Mr. Tom Doherty, Director of Planning, thanked Dr.Dwyer for the report.


The Report was NOTED. 


ITEM 2:  Policy to Address Minimum Energy Efficiency Standards in the County

Tom Doherty, Director of Planning, presented the report to the Committee. “The forthcoming review of the County Development Plan will incorporate the outcome of an examination of the role of the Council and its policies in respect of Energy Efficiency.  It is anticipated that this will extend to Housing, Transport and Employment policies and objectives to ensure the application of the most appropriate standards in all new development.   This may be extended to be incorporated in to a Climate Change Strategy for the County.”



Contributions were made by Cllrs. T. Gilligan, E. Walsh, D. Corrigan, C. Keane, S. O’Connor, M. Murphy and Mr. J. Byrne, J. Kearns, J. Fay and N. O’Connor to which T. Doherty responded.  It was agreed that a Headed Item on B.E.R. Rating would be brought to the next Economic Development & Planning SPC Meeting.


The report was NOTED.


ITEM 4:  Development Plan Review and Preparation of New Plan for

    2010 – 2016


Mr. Colin Ryan, Senior Planner, made a presentation to the Members.


Presentation

Contributions were made by Cllrs. E. Tuffy, C. Keane, and Mr. J. Byrne and Mr J. Fay to which Mr. Ryan, Mr. Kenny, Senior Planners and Mr. Doherty, Director of Planning, responded.  Mr. T. Doherty thanked Michael Kenny for his service to South Dublin County Council in the last seven years and wished him well in his future career.  Cllr. Tuffy, on behalf of the SPC Members, thanked Mr. Kenny and wished him well.  It was agreed that this Item be brought to the next Economic Development & Planning SPC Meeting for further discussion.


The Report was NOTED.


ITEM 5:  Policy on Planning Enforcement 


A discussion took place on Policy on Planning Enforcement and Mr. T. Doherty, Director of Planning, stated that a full report will be available at the next Economic Development & Planning SPC Meeting.


It was AGREED to SUSPEND standing orders to extend the meeting by ten minutes.


ITEM 6:  Rise in Live Register Numbers in the County (Clondalkin &    

               Tallaght Social Welfare Office) and Job Losses


Emer, O’Gorman, Senior Executive Officer, made a presentation to the Members. 


Presentation

Following contributions from Cllrs. C. Keane E. Tuffy, Mr. J. Byrne, Mr. J. Kearns and Mr. J. Fay, Ms. E. O’Gorman responded to the queries raised.  Cllr. E. Tuffy suggested that 
this Item should be presented again at the next Economic Development & Planning SPC Meeting.  It was also agreed that the matter should be considered further in conjunction with the Central Statistics Office.


The Report was NOTED.


ITEMS NOT REACHED


ITEM 7:  Proposed Development at Clutterland and Milltown Business Park adjacent to Grange Castle Business Park.


ITEM 8:  Any Other Business


There was no business under this heading.


The Meeting concluded at 7.15 pm


 Signed:_____________________


 Date:
______________________”
The minutes were NOTED.
(C/0941/08)
ARTS, CULTURE, GAEILGE, EDUCATION AND LIBRARIES STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE (i) Report of Meeting, 24th November 2008  (ii) Minutes of Meeting 15th September 2008
The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

(i) Report of Meeting, 24th November 2008
“Report of Arts, Culture, An Gaeilge, Education & Libraries
Strategic Policy Committee

Held on 24th November 2008 in the Council Chamber

Attendance


Members                                        Officials

Cllr J Hannon


Cllr G O’Connell                    


Cllr S. O’Conchuir                            P.Smith, Director of Services


Cllr C Keane                                    B.Coman, Senior Executive Officer


Cllr J Neville                                    V.Durrer,Youth Participation Officer,  


Cllr T McDermott                             Ian,Stobbart,County Librarian.


Cllr C Jones


Cllr M Ardagh

 
B Bollard                   


J Fay 


A Fitzpatrick 


B Bollard                                            


E Smart


Apologies: 

Cllr J Lahart


Cllr T McDermott


An Cathaoirleach Cllr. J. Hannon presided.


1.      Minutes of meeting of 15th September 2008 - Proposed by J Fay and seconded by Cllr G O’Connell and agreed.


2.      Matters Arising – general discussion and update took place on the Farmers Market progress and following a contribution from Cllr J Hannon agreed to have a further report 
to the Committee prior to the opening of the Market in late February early March 2009. 


3. Libraries Update


Ian Stobbart County Librarian presented an update on progress on the new County Library and new initiatives that have been introduced during 2008 mainly on the following topics:a/ ICT and Service Development


b/ Reader Development


c/ County Library initiatives


covering various items such as on line registration, customer profiling, county library 
usage, Digitisation of Tallaght Echo, Family Learning Project – Telling Tales (members 
provided with copies and cd) and digitisation of Local Studies Resources.


The new County Library Statistics since April 2008 to date are:


Visitors – 207,196


Issues – 202,378


Computer Sessions – 84,941 


Following a debate to which Cllrs G. O’Connell, M Ardagh, S O’Connor, C Jones and J Fay 
and B Bollard contributed relating to digital photography, unemployed numbers creating greater users etc, the work of the Libraries was praised and report noted.

1. RUA RED County Arts Centre Update


V Durrer presented a report and update on the on RUA RED the County Arts Centre.


Following a general debate to which Cllrs J Hannon, G O’Connell, S O’Connor, C Keane and M Ardagh contributed and to which  P.Smith & B Coman responded the report was noted and agreed to proceed and progress as quickly as possible. A report was also made on the NOISE project which was launched in the “Big Picture” recently.


5. In Context 3  SDCC % for Arts Programme


V Durrer presented a report and update on the project and outlined the exhibitions running in the RUA RED until 7TH January 2009 with the official launch to be held on Friday 28th November 2008. B Coman outlined the costings attached to the project and the future programming required to sustain the day to day operation of the centre. A number of matters relating to the allocation of €300k from Access 11 funding from the Department Arts Sports and Tourism, Staffing and access to RUA RED, Commercial branding of the name of the centre, space for artists to display and sell their works and the possibility of seeking a contribution back from Dublin City Council from their portion of the proceeds of the sale of Virginia House land. Following the debate to which Cllrs J Hannon, S O’Connor, C Keane and G O’Connell and B Bollard and J Fay contributed and B Coman responded the reports were noted.

1. A.O.B.


There was no other business


The meeting then ended at 7.00 pm.”
  
The report was NOTED.
(ii) Minutes of Meeting, 15th September 2008

Minutes of Arts, Culture, An Gaeilge, Education & Libraries Strategic Policy Committee Held on 15th September 2008 in the Council Chamber

Attendance
 
Members                                        Officials

Cllr J Hannon

Cllr G O’Connell                    

Cllr S. O’Conchuir                            B. Coman, Senior Executive Officer

Cllr C Keane                                  

Cllr J Neville                                    Ian Stobbart, County Librarian

Cllr T McDermott                           

Cllr C Jones                                    Apologies:
                                                                 E Smart

Cllr M Ardagh

 B Bollard                   

J Fay 

A Fitzpatrick 

B Bollard                                            
 
“An Cathaoirleach Cllr. J. Hannon presided. 

1.      Minutes of meeting of 19th May 2008 - Proposed by Cllr M Ardagh and 
seconded by Cllr C Jones and agreed.
2.      Matters Arising – general discussion and update took place on the Arts Centre progress and following contributions form J Fay and Cllr C Jones agreed that a tour of the Centre be provided to the members and that a report 
on the Arts Centre be presented at the next meeting. 

The Committee advised that Ms Karen Phillips was appointed Executive Director of the 
Centre and had taken up duty


3. Libraries Update

Ian Stobbart County Librarian presented an update on progress on the new County 
Library and new initiatives that have been introduced since the last meeting of the 
Committee covering such areas of innovation and progress on online registration, 
customer profiling, county library usage, Digitisation of Tallaght Echo, Family Learning 
Project – Telling Tales (members provided with copies and cd) and digitisation of Local 
Studies Resources.


Following a debate to which Cllrs G. O’Connell, M Ardagh, C Keane, S O’Connor, C Jones 
and J Fay, B Bollard and A Fitzpatrick contributed, the work of the Libraries was praised and report noted.


4. Farmers Market Report

B Coman presented report and update on the Farmers Market and also proposal for 
Christmas Market 2008.


Following a general debate to which Cllrs J Hannon, G O’Connell, S O’Connor, C Keane and M Ardagh contributed and to which B Coman responded the report was noted and agreed to proceed and progress as quickly as possible.


5. Catania Sicily Links
 
B Coman presented a report and update on the project of establishing cultural links with 
Catania Sicily advising that a trip to Catania to further the project was not possible this 
year due to funding constraints and the need to await the appointment of the Executive 
Director of the County Arts Centre. Following a debate to which Cllrs J Hannon, M Ardagh 
and G O’Connell and B Bollard contributed and B Coman responded it was agreed that 
provision for a trip next March to be provided for in the 2009 budgets.


A.O.B.

There was no other business


The meeting then ended at 7.00 pm.”
 
The minutes were NOTED.
(C/0942/08)
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE, 20th November 2008


The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

a) Draft Calendar of Meeting Dates

DRAFT CALENDAR OF MEETING DATES

5th January – 27th February 2009

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 05th Jan.
	
	
	

	Tues. 06th Jan.
	Terenure/ Rathfarnham Area Committee (1)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	12/12/2008

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

*(For planning files see below)

	Wed. 07th Jan.
	
	
	

	Thurs. 08th Jan.
	
	
	

	Fri. 09th Jan.
	
	 
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 19/12/08

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 12th Jan.
	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting
	12.30 p.m. – 2.00 p.m.

3.30 p.m. – 6.30 p.m.
	15/12/08

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues. 13th Jan.
	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2)

Community, Parks, Environment & Housing
	3.30p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	15/12/08
Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

	Wed. 14th Jan.
	
	
	

	Thurs. 15th Jan.
	
	
	

	Fri. 16th Jan.
	
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 19th Jan.
	Tallaght Area Committee (1)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing


	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.


	06/01/09

Business to SEO Housing Department



	Tues. 20th Jan.

	
	
	

	Wed. 21st Jan.

	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1)

Development, Planning, Housing & Roads

(Venue: Civic Buildings, Clondalkin)


	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	08/01/09

Business to SEO Planning Department

*(For planning files see below)


	Thurs. 22nd Jan.
	Traffic Management  Meeting

Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting (in committee)


	1.30p.m. – 3.30 p.m.

3.30p.m. – 6.00 p.m.


	09/01/09

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Fri. 23rd Jan.
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 15/01/09
	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 26th Jan.
	Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services


	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	13/01/09

Business to SEO Housing Department *(for planning files see below)

	Tues. 27th Jan.
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2)

Environment, Parks, Community & Corporate Services
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	14/01/09

Business to SEO Planning Department

	Wed. 28th Jan.
	Deputations
	2.00p.m. – 6.00 p.m.
	

	Thurs. 29th Jan.

	Proposed Joint Inter Authority Committee (4) – SDCC & DCC

(Venue:  Dublin City Council)
	3.30 p.m. - 5.30 p.m.
	

	Fri. 30th Jan.
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 20/01/09

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 02nd Feb.
	
	
	

	Tues. 03rd Feb.

	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (1)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	21/01/09

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

*(For planning files see below)


	Wed. 04th Feb.

	Environment Strategic Policy Committee

	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	05/01/09

Business to Director of Environment

	Thurs. 05th Feb.
	Transportation Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	06/01/09
Business to Director of Roads 

	Fri. 06th Feb.
	Joint Policing Committee
	3.00 p.m. – 5.00 p.m.
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 28/01/09

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 09th Feb.
	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting
	12.30 p.m.–2.00 p.m.

3.30 p.m. – 6.30 p.m.
	27/01/09

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues. 10th Feb.
	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2)

Community, Parks, Environment & Housing
	3.30p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	28/01/09
Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

	Wed. 11th Feb.
	Sports, Recreation, Community & Parks Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	12/01/09
Business to Director of Community Services

	Thurs. 12th Feb.
	Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	13/01/09
Business to Director of Housing

	Fri. 13th Feb.
	
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 16th Feb.
	Tallaght Area Committee (1)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing


	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	03/02/09

Business to SEO Housing Department 

	Tues. 17th Feb.
	
	
	

	Wed. 18th Feb.
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1)

Development, Planning, Housing & Roads

(Venue:  County Hall, Tallaght)

Economic Development (incl. Planning & Development) Strategic Policy Committee

	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.

	05/02/09

Business to SEO Planning Department

*(For planning files see below)
19/01/09
Business to Director of Economic Development

	Thurs. 19th Feb.
	
	
	

	Fri. 20th Feb.
	
	
	


* Planning file requests to be received by 12/02/09
	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 23rd Feb.
	Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services
Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education & Libraries Strategic Policy Committee

	3.30p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	10/02/09
Business to SEO Housing Department

*(For planning files see below)
22/01/09

Business to Director of Community Services Department

	Tues. 24th Feb.
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2)

Environment, Parks, Community & Corporate Services
	3.30p.m. – 5.30 p.m.

	11/02/09
Business to SEO Planning Department

	Wed. 25th Feb.
	Deputations


	2.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.


	

	Thurs. 26th Feb.
	
	
	

	Fri. 27th Feb.
	
	
	


* Planning file requests to be received by 17/02/09

Following a motion passed regarding the order of business dealt with at the 
Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meetings it was agreed that Housing Business would 
now be listed under Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1) and Corporate Services 
Business under Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2).  


The above calendar reflects this change.”
The Calendar was APPROVED.


b) Report on Conferences/Seminars

“The following report was presented to the Members at the Organisation, 
Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 20th November 2008:


Section 142 (5) of Local Government Act 2001 provides for the authorisation of Members’ attendance at conferences both home and abroad.  Listed below are conferences which have been notified to us to date.  Members who have expressed an interest in attending these conferences are also listed: 


Home Conferences from November 2008

	NAME OF CONFERENCE
	HOST 
	VENUE 
	DATE
	COUNILLORS ATTENDING
	FEE PER PERSON 

	Public Relations and Communications Skills for Councillors


	Kadenza Consultancies
	Silver Tassie Hotel

Letterkenny,

Co. Donegal
	14th -16th November 2008
	Cllr. John Hannon

Cllr. Joe Neville

Cllr. Colm Brophy 

Cllr. Maire Ardagh

Cllr. Tony Delaney

Cllr. Robert Dowds
	€245

	Information and Communication Technologies for Councillors


	Esperanza Enterprises
	The Carlton Millrace Hotel,

Bunclody

Co Wexford


	21st -23rd November 2008
	Cllr. Colm Brophy
	€245

	Annual LAMA Winter Conference


	Local Authorities Members Association 
	TF Royal Hotel,

Old Westport Road,

Castlebar,

Co. Mayo
	26th -27th November

2008
	Cllr Cait Keane 
	No fee advised 

	Clare Tourism Conference
	
	Falls Hotel, Ennistymon,

Co. Clare 
	27th -29th November 2008
	Cllr. Maire Ardagh

Cllr. Guss O’ Connell 
	€245

	Homelessness in Ireland


	Esperanza Enterprises
	City West Hotel 
	5th -6th December 2008
	
	

	Effective Communication for Councillors
	Esperanza Enterprises
	Sligo Park Hotel,

Pierce Road,

Sligo
	12th -14TH December 2004
	
	€245



CONFERENCES ABROAD 2008 FROM NOVEMBER 

	Name of Conference 
	VENUE 
	DATE 
	COUNCILLORS ATTENDING
	FEE PER PERSON 

	On the Waterfront
Culture, 

Heritage and Regeneration of Port Cities
	BT Convention Centre, Kings Waterfront, Liverpool


	19th -21st November 2008
	
	£250



	Improving Services – Delivering Best Practice Conference 
	Dalmeny Hotel, Lytham St. Annes, England
	14th – 16th November 2008
	
	£350

	
	
	
	
	


The following table shows Members’ attendance at conferences home and abroad from 17th September to date.

	NAME OF CONFERENCE
	HOST
	DATE 
	VENUE
	COUNCILLORS ATTENDING
	FEE PER PERSON

	Valuing our Waters 
	National Advisory Council
	17th – 18th September 2008
	Lyrath Hotel, 

Kilkenny
	Cllr. Guss O’ Connell
	€150

	Folk Life Studies 
	Folk Life Society
	18th -21st September 2008
	Killarney 
	Cllr. Cathal King
	

	Energy Efficiency Seminar 
	Esperanza Enterprises
	19th -21st September 2008
	Mannin Bay Hotel,

Clifden,

Co. Galway
	Cllr. John Hannon

Cllr. Joe Neville

Cllr. Colm Brophy

Cllr. Guss O’ Connell 

Cllr. Cait Keane
	€245

	Citizen First International Conference 
	Mid – West Regional Authority
	25th -26th September 2008
	Old Ground Hotel,

Ennis,

Co. Clare
	Cllr Guss O’ Connell
	€60

	Getting a Grip Addiction Conference 
	Kerry Life Education
	2nd -3rd October 2008
	The Malton Hotel,

Killarney,

Co. Kerry
	Cllr. Eamonn Walsh

Cllr. Shane O’ Connor

Cllr. Cathal King

Cllr. Sean Crowe
	€230

	Protecting Irish Waters 
	Esperanza Enterprises
	9th -12th October 2008
	Connemara Gateway Hotel,

Oughterard
	Cllr. Trevor Gilligan
	€245

	Freedom of Information Conference
	TJK Conferences
	10th -11th October 2008
	Patrick Punch Hotel,

Limerick.
	Cllr. Jim Daly 
	€150

	Third Sector Forum Finance Conference
	Third Sector Forum 
	17th  - 19th October 2008
	Killarney Plaza Hotel,

Kenmare,

Co. Kerry
	Cllr. Cathal King

Cllr. Sean Crowe

Cllr Caitriona Jones 


	€235

	North South Confederation of Councillors
	Kadenza Consultancies on behalf of North South Confederation of  Councillors
	24th -25th October 2008 
	Station House Hotel,

Clifden,

Co. Galway
	Cllr. Cait Keane

Cllr. Sean Crowe Cllr. Colm Brophy

Cllr. Cathal King 
	€195

	Irish Language Course 
	Esperanza Enterprises
	26th – 28th October 20085
	Connemara Coast Hotel 
	Cllr. Therese Ridge
	€265

	Anti Social Behaviour and Health and Safety Matters
	Kadenza Consultancies
	31st October – 2nd November 
	Carraig Hotel,

Main Street,

Carrick-on-Suir
	Cllr. Marie Corr

Cllr. Tony Delaney

Cllr. Eamonn Walsh

Cllr. Karen Warren
	€245

	Local Budget 2009
	Esperanza Enterprises
	31st  October- 1st November 2008
	Carlton Millrace Hotel,

Bunclody,

Co. Wexford
	Cllr. Maire Ardagh

Cllr. Guss O’Connell 
	€195

	Public Relations and Communication for Councillors
	Kadenza Consultancies
	14th -19th November 2008
	Silver Tassie Hotel,

Letterkenny,

Co. Donegal
	Cllr. John Hannon

Cllr. Joe Neville

Cllr. Tony Delaney

Cllr. Maire Ardagh

Cllr. Colm Brophy

Cllr. Robert Dowds

Cllr. Trevor Gilligan
	€245



As authorisation under this section is a reserved function Members are required to 
pass the following resolution:


 “In accordance with Section 142 (5) of the Local Government Act, 2001 
attendance by Members at the Conferences / Seminars outlined in the report is 
hereby authorised.”   


It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and AGREED:


“In accordance with Section 142 (5) of the Local Government Act, 2001 attendance by Members at the Conferences / Seminars outlined in the report is hereby 
authorised.”   

c) Review of Standing Orders

“The following report was presented at the Organisation, Procedure and 
Finance Committee meeting held on 20th November 2008:

“The current Standing Orders for the regulation of meetings and proceedings 
were adopted in June 2003 and amended in June 2005.


It was agreed earlier in the year to review the Standing Orders for a number of 
reasons including: 

· the need to deal with  “Emergency Motions” in line with the statutory provisions of Sch 10,  16 2 (e) )the Local Government Act 2001 . Currently there is no specific article included in the SDCC Standing Orders for “dealing with urgent business related to a function of the local authority” .   A recommendation for amendment to the Standing Orders to deal with this issue was presented in March 2008 

· the Local Government Act 2001 specifies clearly that a Local Authority shall 
hold its annual meeting on such day, in the month of May or June, as the 
Local Authority shall by resolution appoint or fix by Standing Orders.  This change from previous legislation is not properly reflected in our Standing Orders. 

· Schedule 10 16 4 (f ) of the Local Government Act 2001 specifies that Standing Orders shall provide for when a roll call vote is to be taken. 

· The need has arisen to clearly outline how statutory business presenting from Area Committees and requiring resolution should be dealt with. 

· Standing Order 60 refers to procedure required for the presentation of Reports requested by Area Committee and as issues of common interest to bordering Area Committees are likely to occur more favourable informal arrangement for briefings of adjoining area committees should be made. 

· Standing Order No 5 refers to the Hour of Meeting and provides that the hour of meeting of the Council shall be 3.30 p.m. or at such other hour as may from time to time be fixed by resolution of the Council.  Standing Order 5 further states that the Council shall rise not later than 6.30 p.m. (5.30 p.m. in respect of Area  Committees). There is no reference to the rising of OP&F Meetings and this has caused some level of confusion in the past.


New Draft Standing Orders have now been prepared and are circulated herewith.  Where changes have been made these are coloured in green print and original text appears in red.


In accordance with Schedule 10 (16) (2) (e) of the Local Government Act 2001 this Council may amend or revoke Standing Orders and make new ones by resolution for which at least one half of the total number of members of the authority vote in favour.

These Draft Standing Orders are now before the members for consideration“     

It was AGREED to recommend the adoption of the Draft Standing Orders to the 
Council with the following amendment:

· Draft Standing Order No. 50: Attendance of Members of the Oireachtas, Public and Media at meetings. Members recommended that Oireachtas members should have reserved seating in the public gallery.  


It was also AGREED to recommend that the proposed revisions referring to Council 
Meetings should also be applied to Area Committee.


In accordance with Schedule 10 (16) (2) (e) of the Local Government Act 2001 this Council may amend Standing Orders by resolution for which at least  one half of the total number of members of the authority vote in favour.
d) Nominations to Dodder Valley Partnership Board   (Formerly known as Tallaght Partnership)


“The following report was presented to the Members at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee meeting held on 20th November 2008:


“The current membership of the Dodder Valley Partnership Board (previously Tallaght Partnership) includes  3 councillor positions – one of which is currently vacant. The two current members are  Cllr. J. Neville (Tallaght Central) & Cllr.C.King.(Tallaght South). The letter attached suggests given the expansion of 
the Partnership area that a representative from each of the three areas of Tallaght 
Central, Tallaght South and Terenure / Rathfarnham be considered.


It is now a matter for this council to nominate an elected member to this board 

from the Terenure Rathfarnham Electoral Area.”


It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor C. King and AGREED:


“That Councillor C. Brophy fill the vacancy on the Dodder Valley Partnership Board.”

e) Motion passed regarding Lucan/Clondalkin ACM business– Housing/Corporate Services


“The following motion was passed at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee meeting held on 20th November 2008:


“MOTION: Councillor R. Dowds

In relation to the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee that business be re-organised so that Corporate Services business is switched from the first committee meeting to the second to be replaced by Housing which would then be dealt with at the first meeting.


(Reason: There is more pressure of business at the second meeting then at the first and this would redress the balance).


REPORT:

The sentiments of the motion are noted and if the motion is passed internal arrangements may be made in conjunction with the Director of Housing Services to revisit the agendae for the Lucan Clondalkin ACM 1 & 2 in relation to Corporate 
Services and Housing Business”


The Draft Calendar of Meeting Dates for Jan-Feb 2009 has been amended to reflect this change. Members should note that the agenda for all future Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee Meetings will reflect Housing Business on LCACM (1) 
and Corporate Services business on LCACM (2).

f) Sustainable Energy Strategy


“The following report was presented at the Organisation, Procedure and 
Finance Committee meeting held on 20th November 2008:

"Following on from a commitment given some time ago by the County Manager, a draft South Dublin County Council Sustainable Energy Strategy has been prepared by an interdepartmental, multi-disciplinary Working Group in consultation with all improvements in our energy systems and supplies, resulting in greater efficiencies while securing long term sustainability and limited impact on climate, local environment and public health.   


The draft document has been prepared with the following three main focus areas in mind:   
· Influence on energy consumption in the county 

· Influence on energy consumption within South Dublin County Council 

· Education and Awareness 


The draft strategy has now been circulated to the Members"    

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor  G. O’Connell and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee - 20th November 2008 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0943/08)
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0944/08)
QUESTIONS
It  was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and RESOLVED:
“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13(f) Questions numbered Q1 – Q9 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
(C/0945/08)
WAIVERS
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr
To ask the Manager to indicate what the current cost of bin charge waivers is to South Dublin County Council on an annual basis and to indicate if it is possible for this Council to recoup what is clearly a state social welfare benefit to South Dublin County’s budget?

REPLY:

The Council's Refuse Charge Waiver Scheme is availed of by approximately 15,100 Customers annually. This figures changes on a daily basis as existing Customers 
are reviewed or new Customers apply.


Each Waiver Customer is issued with 26 tags which, at a price of €8 each means 
that the cost in terms of income foregone is approaching €3.2 million.


There is no recoupment available from central government for the Waiver System.

(C/0946/08)
ILLEGAL LANDFILLS
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr
To ask the Manager to state what specific actions have been carried out to address the matter of illegal landfills throughout South Dublin County?

REPLY:

This matter has been reported on at recent SPC Meetings. The report gives some 
detail of the sites and the type of landfilling that has taken place.

 


The Environmental Services Dept has conducted preliminary risk categorisation of all of the 66 sites in question and has prioritised 27 sites for immediate assessment in line with The EPA Code of Practice. Proposal have been sought in relation to these sites and it is expected that consultants will complete reports detailing the full Risk Assessments and Remediation requirements for each site early in 2009.


On receipt of these reports, action will be taken in line with the recommendations and in consultation with the EPA where required.

 


The remaining sites, where preliminary risk assessments has shown lower risk levels, will be dealt with through a combination of contract and inhouse assessments over the course of 2009. 

(C/0947/08)
SWIMMING POOLS
QUESTION:  Councillor S. Crowe

To ask the Manager will he give an update on the meetings he has had with state departments in relation to the ongoing difficulty being experienced by leisure and swimming pools in the County?

REPLY:

South Dublin County Council Community Department has been in regular contact with the relevant government departments and has expressed disappointment at 
the unavailability of funding. The Council also has submitted its Water Leisure Strategy Review to the Department of Arts Sports and Tourism in anticipation of the reopening of the Swimming Pool programme together with a 
presentation directly to them on a wide number of proposed projects highlighting our progress on delivery to date.

The re-opening of the Swimming Pool Programme by the Dept.of Arts, Sports and 
Tourism is required to allow the Council's proposals to be progressed.

We await a decision from the Department as to when funding will again 
become 
available.  
(C/0948/08)
MANAGEMENT COMPANIES
QUESTION:  Councillor R. Dowds  

To ask The Manager to outline how Housing Estates with Management Companies could be taken in charge by South Dublin Co. Council and the timescale involved?


REPLY:

There is no provision for the taking in charge of estates by the Council where 
management companies are in operation. 


In the case of Housing Developments which include apartments, the common areas associated with apartments are not taken in charge by the County Council.


In the case of such developments the Council, by way of the insertion of a planning condition, require that Management Companies be established to ensure 
the maintenance and upkeep of the common areas within the development.


The purpose of the above requirement is to protect future purchasers by ensuring that a Management Company is put in place to ensure the upkeep and 
maintenance of common areas within the development such as car spaces, green 
verges, on-site access avenues or driveways, roofs and external fabric of the building/s and also internal common services and shared areas such as corridors, 
floors, walls, attic tanks and plumbing, which are external to the apartment itself.


Legally the ownership of the common areas in such developments is vested in the management company and therefore a contract exists between the purchasers and the Management Company. The ownership issues and responsibilities are ordinarily enshrined in the contract to purchase entered into between the developer and the purchaser.


The Council is not a party to this contract.

(C/0949/08)
PARKING PERMITS
QUESTION:  Councillor R. Dowds  

To ask the Manager whether or not it is legally possible to have a parking permit system on the public road for residents and their visitors in a housing estate which has been taken in charge?

REPLY:

No, it is not possible to have a permit system restricting 
parking to residents and their visitors on public roads. Under Section 36 of the roads and traffic act 1994, However, South Dublin County Council is empowered to adopt Control of 
Parking Bye Laws. Such bye laws have been adopted to manage the parking in and around village centres. Exemption permits are available to 
residents and their visitors removing pay and display time and cost restrictions. This has generally resulted in cessation of inappropriate parking.

(C/0950/08)
DERELICT SITES
QUESTION:  Councillor T. McDermott  

 
To ask the Manager to report on the number of actions initiated under the Derelict Sites Act in recent years, the number that were successfully completed by SDCC and the number of cases the were lost and the number of cases dropped or abandoned and would he make a statement on the matter? 
REPLY:


In 2008 an interdepartmental approach was taken to eliminate dereliction and litter 
black spots within the County.  The Development and Environmental Services 
Departments met with Elected Members to identify sites and properties of concern 
within their electoral areas.  These areas were inspected and Notices were served 
where appropriate.


The Derelict Sites Act 1990 gives the Council the powers to deal with dereliction 
within the County.  Sites are inspected by Area Engineers and if found to be derelict  a Section 11 Notice is served on the registered owners instructing them to carry out works in order to render the site non-derelict.  If the owner does not comply with the Notice the case is referred to the Law Department where legal proceedings are initiated.  In 2008, to date, 75 sites were inspected, 43 Section 11 Notices were served and legal proceedings were initiated in 7 cases.

(C/0951/08)
COUNCIL PROJECTS
QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy  

 
To ask the Manager if he will advise members if any Council projects, or projects in which the Council is involved, to provide sheltered/supported housing for particular groups, including older people, are held up due to delays on the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government in approving projects and/or making finance available?


REPLY:

Currently there are three such projects awaiting approval from the Department of the Environment Heritage & Local Government to provide sheltered/supported housing for particular groups.  These include the following:

Whitestown Way         Fold Ireland          35 units

College Drive              Fold Ireland           23 units

Valhalla                      Clanmil Housing     10 units

It is anticipated that approval will be received from the Department of the 
Environment Heritage & Local Government early 2009.
(C/0952/08)
COUNTY ARTS CENTRE
QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy  

 
To ask the Manager if he can make an updated report on discussions with Tallaght Community Arts and Alternative Entertainments regarding their role as "anchor tenants" in the Council's new Art Centre, as indicated in a reply to a Question to the Manager at the July Council meeting? 

REPLY:

The construction of the new County Arts Centre RUA RED, is now completed and is holding the first exhibition featuring a number of pieces from the SDCC In Context 3 Per Cent for Art Programme. An official opening of the facility by the Mayor is being organised for February 2009.

The interviews for the position of Executive Director were held in June 2008 by the Human Resources Department and Ms Karen Philips has been appointed to the post since August 2008

There have been a number of discussions with the proposed two main anchor tenants namely Tallaght Community Arts and Alternative Entertainments regarding the move to the new Centre and a proposal has been put to both Groups on usage and office space.

The Board of Directors, of the Company being formed to manage and operate the facility on behalf of the Council, has been set up and is based on the successful model of the Civic Theatre.
(C/0953/08)
HOUSE REFURBISHMENT

QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy  
To ask the Manager if he will update the Reply given to Question 11 at the April 2008 Council meeting, in regard to the current position on House Refurbishment/Adaptation Grants Schemes operated by the Council for a number of categories including older persons, persons with mobility problems and householders with older housing needing rewiring, roof repairs, window replacements and central heating and if the new schemes/procedures announced some time ago by the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government are being implemented? 

REPLY:

The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government introduced the Housing Adaptation Grant Scheme for People with a Disability, Mobility Aid Grant Scheme and the Housing Aid for Older People Scheme  with effect from 01/11/07.  These schemes replaced the Disabled Persons Grant & Essential Repairs Grant Schemes in relation to 
private dwellings. The Council continues to administer the Disabled Persons Grant Scheme in relation to Council dwellings.


The following is a brief summary of the revised schemes:


Housing Adaptation Grant Scheme for People with a Disability

The Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability is available to assist in the carrying out of works that are reasonably necessary for the purposes of 
rendering a house more suitable for the accommodation of a person with a 
disability who is a member of the household. The types of works allowable under the scheme are varied and include the provision of access ramps, stair lifts, downstairs toilet facilities, accessible showers, adaptations to facilitate wheelchair access, extensions and any other works that are reasonably necessary for the purpose of rendering a house more suitable for the accommodation of a person with a disability.

· Grant aid of up to 95% of the cost of the works is available up to a 
maximum of €30,000 

· Prioritisation is  on basis of Medical Need 

· Means Testing will apply in determining the level of grant payable as set out in tables below

Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability
(Houses over 12 Months Old)
	Gross Maximum Household Income p.a.
	% of Costs available
	Maximum Grant Available

	€
	%
	€

	Up to €30,000 
	95%
	30,000

	€30,001 - €34,000 
	90%
	27,000

	€34,001 - €38,000 
	80%
	24,000

	€38,001 - €42,000 
	70%
	21,000

	€42,001 - €46,000 
	60%
	18,000

	€46,001 - €50,000 
	50%
	15,000

	€50,001 - €54,000 
	40%
	12,000

	€54,001 - €65,000 
	30%
	9,000

	In excess of  €65,000
	No Grant is Payable
	 


Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability 
(Houses less than 12 Months Old)
	Gross Maximum Household Income p.a.
	% of Costs available
	Maximum Grant Available

	€
	%
	€

	Up to €30,000 
	95%
	€14,500

	€30,001 - €34,000 
	90%
	€13,050

	€34,001 - €38,000 
	80%
	€11,600

	€38,001 - €42,000 
	70%
	€10,150

	€42,001 - €46,000 
	60%
	€8,700

	€46,001 - €50,000 
	50%
	€7,250

	€50,001 - €54,000 
	40%
	€5,800

	€54,001 - €65,000 
	30%
	€4,350

	In excess of  €65,000
	No Grant is Payable
	 



Mobility Aids Housing Grant Scheme

The Mobility Aids Housing Grant Scheme is available to provide grant aid to cover a basic suite of works to address mobility problems, primarily, but not exclusively, associated with ageing, in order that recipients are not subject to delays in accessing works.  


The types of works allowable under the scheme can be varied in order to address the mobility problems of a member of the household and shall include: grab-rails,  access ramps, level access showers, stair-lifts, and any other minor works as may be necessary to facilitate the mobility needs of the applicant.

The grant up to a maximum of €6,000 to cover 100% of the cost of works is available 
to those with gross annual household incomes of up to €30,000 only.


Housing Aid for Older People Scheme

This Scheme incorporates the works previously funded by the Council under the 
Essential Repairs Grant Scheme and from 1st August 2008 also includes works previously grant aided by the Health Service Executive (HSE) under the Special 
Housing Aid for the Elderly Scheme. 


The Scheme is available to assist older people (i.e. over 60 years of age) living in 
poor housing conditions to have necessary repairs or improvements carried out.  


Means testing in order to determine the amount of grant payable is calculated in 
accordance with the following table:  

	Gross maximum household income p.a.
	% of costs available
	Maximum Grant available

	Up to €30,000
	100%
	€10,500

	€30,001 - €34,000
	90%
	€9,450

	€34,001 - €38,000
	80%
	€8,400

	€38,001 - €42,000
	70%
	€7,350

	€42,001 - €46,000
	60%
	€6,300

	€46,001 - €50,000
	50%
	€5,250

	€50,001 - €54,000
	40%
	€4,200

	€54,001 - €65,000
	30%
	€3,150

	In excess of €65,000
	No grant is payable
	No grant is payable



Details on progress on implementation of the above schemes and works on the Councils own housing stock are available in the Draft Budget Book under Division A (Housing)

(C/0954/08)
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0955/08)
HOUSING-DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE DWELLINGS AT BROADFIELD HALL, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 - DECEMBER 2008
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Housing, and was CONSIDERED:


“Under Section 94 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) South Dublin County Council prepared a Housing Strategy.  One of the key purposes of the strategy is to identify the overall need for affordable housing in the area of the County Development Plan and to ensure that South Dublin County 
Council provides for the development of affordable housing.  To date, the Council has been successful in acquiring affordable housing units for eligible applicants through:-

(a) Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended)

(b) The development of public private partnerships/joint ventures.

(c) The Integrated Area Plans in tax designated areas.

The Property Path has sold 1297 affordable homes since the commencement of all programmes, under Part V, joint venture and affordable initiatives. 
To date 345 applications have been made in respect of the 121 purchases being made by the Affordable Homes Partnership in March 2007. To date 115 of these properties have closed. 
A new initative was launched in August 2008 consisting of 134 properties in Newcastle. Adamstown, Lucan and Tallaght. An internet and newspaper promotional campaign is under way on these homes. To date 105 deposits have been placed on these properties.
In order to comply with the requirements of Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) and Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 it is recommended that the Council dispose of 3 properties at Broadfield Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24 to the eligible applicants (schedule available at the meeting) in accordance with the affordable housing scheme as adopted by the Council in April 2003. 


The consent of the Council is sought for the disposal of these properties to eligible 
applicants. 


County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and AGREED:

“That the Council dispose of  3 properties at Broadfield Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24 to the eligible applicants (schedule available at the meeting) in accordance with the affordable housing scheme as adopted by the Council in April 2003.”
(C/0956/08) PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF SITE AT TYMON NORTH, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24.  SDCC TO  HSE
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Economic Development and was CONSIDERED:


“The Council proposes to dispose of a site at Tymon North, c 2.01 acres. The site is located in a mainly residential area.  The HSE proposes to develop a Primary Care Facility on this site.  In accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, Section 88 of the Housing Act, 1966 and subject to the provision of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer:-


1.      That the relevant land is as shown outlined in red on the attached Drawings No. LA/33A/08 dated November 2008 comprising 8130 square metres or thereabouts (c.2.01 acres), subject to accurate mapping and measurement.


2.      That the Council hold the Fee Simple Interest in the site.


3.      That the HSE shall satisfy itself as to the boundaries and extent of the 
relevant site.


4.       That the HSE development project on the site is anticipated to be a 100 bed Community Nursing Unit(s).  If the HSE wishes to alter the use of the buildings in the future, it must first seek the permission of the Council in writing.


5.        That the Capital Premium payable to South Dublin County Council shall be in the sum of €1,900,000 (one million, nine hundred thousand euro) payable as follows:


(a)    €1,500,000 (one million, five hundred thousand euro) payable on the 
date of signing of the agreement to lease which must be signed no later than 10th 
April, 2009 . 


(b)    €200,000 (two hundred thousand euro) on the date of final grant of planning permission for the development. 


(c)    €200,000 (two hundred thousand euro) on the date of transfer of leasehold title which shall take place when the development is certified as being fully completed.

Interest at the rate of 12% per annum shall apply to any outstanding amounts which have not been paid as they have fallen due.


6.      That the site shall be disposed of by way of a Leasehold Building Agreement i.e. an Agreement to Lease, incorporating building licence provisions, followed by the grant of a 999 year lease at a rent of €100 (one hundred euro) per annum, with five yearly rent reviews linked to changes in the Consumer Price Index in the intervening periods, when the approved development is fully completed.  No transfer of the lease shall be permitted unless the HSE receives the Councils prior consent in writing.

The Agreement to Lease and other legal documentation shall be drafted by the Council’s Solicitor and shall include terms and conditions normally included in such documents.


The Council, at its absolute discretion, may at a future date on the application of 
the HSE or its successor(s), transfer the fee simple interest in the site, provided it receives consideration at a level of 50% of the site value at that time, subject to the HSE recouping a sum equivalent to the total purchase monies paid to the Council (without interest). 


7.        That subject to the provisions of conditions 8 and 14, if the construction 
works on the site have not commenced within nine months of the date of final grant of planning permission for the development or, if construction works are not certified as being fully complete within thirty months from the date of final grant of planning permission for the entire development, then either party may, by written notification, rescind the agreement. If a rescission notice is served by the Council, the HSE will be given a 45 day period to either (a) satisfy the Council that the rescission notice should be withdrawn or, If applicable (b) allow the HSE’s financial institution to step into the agreement and fulfill the HSE’s obligations.  


8.        That the HSE shall apply for full planning permission for the entire development on the site no later than 10th January, 2010.  If this does not occur the Council, at its absolute discretion, may decide not to pursue this agreement or, alternatively to give the HSE an additional short period within which to lodge the application.


9.        That if planning permission for a development on the site is either refused (by the Council or An Bord Pleanála), or granted subject to onerous conditions, then either party can decide to abandon the transaction without penalty or compensation due to the other party. The Council would also reserve the right to terminate the agreement if the HSE chose to appeal a Planning Authority decision and the Council would then refund monies paid to the Council (without interest).

Note: The entire Development on the site must be completed under one building contract in one phase or, alternatively, in not more than two consecutive phases amounting not more than thirty months in total.  


10.  That the HSE shall undertake not to use the site for any development purposes other than that of carrying out the development for which planning permission is obtained. 


11.  That as part of this agreement the HSE shall, at the date they fall due under the relevant planning permission for the purpose of commencing construction of the Development, pay any Council financial contributions including special contributions (if any) applicable to the Development, required as a condition of the grant of planning permission for the site.  The HSE being aware of the level of financial contributions required agrees not to exercise any right to appeal against the financial contributions.


12.   That all site investigations (including archaeological investigations), groundworks, services connections, planning fees, development and associated professional costs incurred in the delivery of the completed development on the site shall be paid by the HSE.


13.    That an Agreement for Lease is not to operate as a lease and it shall not be transferable save, if applicable, in the case of a financial institution which has entered into a mortgage with the HSE which mortgage must be approved by the Council in writing and must have been entered into specifically for the purposes of financing the HSE to undertake the development of the site.


14.    That the Council reserves the right, exercised reasonably and on the issue by the Council of a letter of notice at least two weeks prior to the event, to re-enter on the site, or any part of same and resume possession thereof including any buildings or structures thereon, should the development or phases thereof not be completed within the period specified above or, in the unlikely event of the bankruptcy of the HSE, save in the case of a Financial Institution which has entered into a mortgage with the HSE for the purposes of financing the development of the site.


15.    That during the building period and pending the grant of lease(s), the HSE 
will insure the buildings against fire and all other insurable risks with an approved insurance company and pay all necessary premiums.

The insurance shall be in the joint names of the HSE and the Council and will be for such an amount as will provide cover for full Reinstatement Value of so much of the buildings as are erected at any time together with a sum for Professional Fees and removal of debris charges.  If applicable, the HSE’s financial institution may be a mentioned party on this insurance policy.

The HSE and its design team shall also indemnify the Council against any claim for compensation which might/may be made by any party arising out of building works being carried out on the site, or any working areas or on any access points thereto.


16.    That the Law Agent shall draft the agreements, contracts and leases and may include further terms and conditions as he deems appropriate, including Arbitration clauses, in order to protect the Council’s interest in this case.  


In the case of disputes concerning valuation issues in the agreement the Arbitration clause shall refer to the appointment of a Chartered Valuation Surveyor to act as Arbitrator.  This person to be appointed by agreement of the parties or, in default of agreement, be appointed by the President of the Society of Chartered Surveyors in the Republic of Ireland.  The cost of any Arbitration to be borne equally by the parties.


17.    That the HSE shall satisfy the Council that sufficient funds are available for the payment of the capital premium and the undertaking and completion of the proposed Development on the site.  This information is required no later than 40 days from the date of approval of the members of South Dublin County Council to the disposal.


18.    That subject to the relevant legislation and statutory regulations, the HSE shall pay any V.A.T., stamp duty or other taxes arising at any stage in this transaction, including (if applicable) on the creation of an Agreement to Lease or grant of a Lease.


19.    That the HSE in designing and building the development shall have due regard to the rights and entitlements of the adjoining Scout Den property.


20.    That each party shall be responsible for their own fees in this case.


21.    The Council shall be entitled to retain wayleaves to any existing services traversing the site.


Please note that no agreement enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until exchange of contracts has taken place.


The land being disposed of is part of lands acquired from Doochary Investment Company in 1974 for the purposes of housing under the Housing Act, 1966.

 
J. Horan,

________________

County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and AGREED:

“In accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, Section 88 of the Housing Act, 1966 and subject to the provision of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 that the Council dispose of a site at Tymon North, c 2.01 acres to the HSE subject to the terms and conditions specified in the foregoing report. The site is located in a mainly residential area.  The HSE proposes to develop a Primary Care Facility on this site.”

(C/0957/08)
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF LAND TO ESB AT STOCKING LANE
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

    “Under South Dublin County Council’s Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005–2008 a  Traveller Specific Development was approved for construction at Stocking Lane, Rathfarnham, this development is now known as “Stocking Hill”.


To enable electricity supply to this site the E.S.B need to install a Substation on lands in the ownership of the Council at this location, (areas outlined in red on map attached), the E.S.B require that the said land be transferred to their ownership.


It is recommended that the Council dispose of plot of land outlined in red on attached map in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning an Development Act 2000 and subject to the provision of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001.


I recommend that the disposal of land outlined in red on the attached maps to the 
Electricity Supply Board be proceeded with.


Joe Horan


County Manager”
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillor J. Neville.

Mr. J. Walsh, responded to the Member’s query.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and AGREED:

“That the Council dispose of plot of land to the ESB outlined in red on attached map in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 and subject to the provision of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001.”

 (C/0958/08)
SALE OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST – TENANT PURCHASE HOUSES (i) 41 CASTLE PARK, TALLAGHT   (ii) 85 CASTLE LAWNS, TALLAGHT.   (iii)138 ST. MAELRUANS PARK, TALLAGHT, (iv)  71 LIMEKILN GREEN.
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interests in the sites listed hereunder.  The following have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the properties.


41 Castle Park                  Thomas Delaney                        €111.90

85 Castle Lawns                Ellen Lawlor                              €111.90

 


138 St. Maelruans Park      Patrick & Ann Weir                     €41.38

 


71 Limekiln Green             Ellen Cranley                              €111.90”
 It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and AGREED:

“That South Dublin County Council  in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interests in the sites listed hereunder.  The following have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the properties.

41 Castle Park                  
Thomas Delaney                       
 €111.90

85 Castle Lawns                
Ellen Lawlor                              
 €111.90

138 St. Maelruans Park      
Patrick & Ann Weir                    
   €41.38

 71 Limekiln Green             
Ellen Cranley                             
 €111.90”

(C/0959/08)
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AREA OF LANEWAY AT REAR OF 36 LINDISFARNE AVENUE, BAWNOGUE, CLONDALKIN,  DUBLIN 22 - JACQUELINE AND  MICHAEL CUMMINS
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“An application has been received from Jacqueline Cummins and Michael Cummins, 36 Lindisfarne Avenue, Bawnogue, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 to incorporate a portion of 
laneway at the rear of their house  as it is no longer in use for access purposes.


Accordingly, I recommend that the Council dispose of an area comprising 19 square metres or thereabouts to the rear of 36 Lindisfarne Avenue, Bawnogue, 
Clondalkin, Dublin, 22, as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/38/08 to Jacqueline and Michael Cummins in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the 
Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer:-

1. That the Council dispose of the subject plot for the consideration of €1000 
(one thousand euro)

2. That the land be disposed of with full freehold title and vacant possession.  

3. That the applicants shall pay the Council’s legal fees.

4. That the applicants will be responsible for the removal of any services on the subject land and for carrying out a survey to determine the location of the lighting cables on the subject plot.

5. That the applicants incorporate the area into their rear garden and construct a suitable boundary wall, to match and tie into existing boundary 
walls, the details of which are to be agreed with the Council at a later date. No access to be allowed from adjoining lane.


The lands to be disposed of form part of lands acquired from Daniel and Johanna 
Moynihan in 1974 for housing purposes.


J. Horan 

County Manager”

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor R. Dowds and AGREED:


“That South Dublin County Council dispose of an area comprising 19 square metres or thereabouts to the rear of 36 Lindisfarne Avenue, Bawnogue, Clondalkin, Dublin, 22, as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/38/08 to Jacqueline and Michael Cummins in accordance with 
Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the 
terms and conditions specified in the foregoing report.

(C/0960/08)
HOME CHOICE LOAN
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“Circular HPS 13/2008


14 October 2008


Home Choice Loan


I am directed by the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to refer to the new
local authority house purchase loan to be known as Home Choice Loan, details of which were announced on October 14th in the context of Budget 2009. The Home Choice Loan is designed to provide a necessary response to a very particular set of circumstances which exist in the housing market at this time; namely, a lack of availability of sufficient credit for first time buyers. For a limited period, the State is extending a line of credit to such households who wish to purchase at this
time. This loan is being made available under the provisions of Section 11 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1992 and will be subject to regulations made by the Minister.

General


The new Home Choice Loan will be available to first time buyers of new houses, 
subject to a


maximum loan of €285,000, and a maximum loan to value ratio of 92%. The loan term will be up to30 years. A minimum income of €40,000 will apply, and a standard variable interest rate, related to the prevailing rates available from commercial institutions will be applicable (the applicable rate will be determined by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local 
Government). 

Further detail on Home Choice Loan is set out in Appendix 1.

Operational Structure


Four local authorities will be designated as lending authorities on a regional basis (see Appendix 2 for Regional Operating Structure). The four designated local authorities are Cork City Council, Dublin City Council, Galway County Council and Kilkenny County Council. These authorities are to be specified by Order of the Minister under the section 23(3) of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions)Act, 1992. These authorities will draw down funds from the Housing Finance Agency and lend on to successful applicants from within their own and other local authority areas within designated regions.


Recommendations on specific loan applications made by the Central Processing Unit (see below) will be made to the relevant authority. These authorities will oversee the conveyancing process, ensure mortgage charges are put in place, ensure that adequate security is obtained and 
will issue the loan.


These four designated local authorities will be responsible for all aspects of post-
drawdown loan administration including:


· Recording of initial loan;


· Calculation of interest, fees and any surcharges;


· Collection of installments, money transmissions…etc;


· Maintenance of customer records;


· Maintenance of security records;


· Redemptions of loans;


· Additional payments; and,


· Arrears management.


All other local authorities are requested to provide information and assistance to 
the public in relation to availability of Home Choice Loan and to provide support and advice to the designated authorities and to the Central Processing Unit. Specifically, each local authority is requested to designate a nominated officer to act as the primary contact for the designated authority in their region and the Central Processing Unit. It should be noted that all local authorities will continue to be responsible for the normal local authority house purchase loans.

Central Processing Unit


The four designated local authorities will be supported by a Central Processing Unit, staffed by appropriately skilled personnel, including qualified underwriters, and operated with administrative assistance from the Affordable Homes Partnership. The Central Processing Unit will handle enquiries, process all Home Choice Loan applications (from all local authority areas), and issue a determination to designated local authorities on each application in accordance with a formalised credit policy. The Unit will also carry out credit checks1. The Central Processing Unit will be overseen 
by a Steering Committee, chaired by a Manager of one of the designated authorities.

The credit, monitoring and appeals policies will be recommended to the Steering 
Committee by a Credit Committee. All loan decisions will be governed by the credit policy. It is considered that a centralised approach should deliver considerable efficiencies in meeting the objectives agreed by the Government, provide a basis for much greater consistency of underwriting in all cases in order to minimise risk, and reduce the administrative burden on local authority housing departments. In addition, this centralised system would facilitate consistency of approach to customers throughout the country, as well as uniform monitoring and reporting.


A major role for mortgage brokers is envisaged as an additional resource in maximising consistency of approach, particularly for direct "face to face" interaction with first time buyers to ensure that all aspects of buying a house and the associated obligations are fully explained. Use of the extensive national mortgage broker network would also offer maximum flexibility from the point of view of the prospective applicant.


1 Arrangements are being put in place for the designated local authorities to become members of the Irish Credit Bureau so that credit checks can be carried out.


Next Steps


In general, prospective applicants contacting any local authority, including the four designated authorities, should be directed to www.homechoiceloan.ie, or LoCall 1890252 842. Copies of the attached information sheet should be made available in 
all local authority offices as of Wednesday, 15 October.  Application forms will be available from participating mortgage brokers (local /regional contact lists for brokers will be circulated in the coming weeks and will be available on the Home Choice Loan website).  The website and LoCall number will be operational as of Wednesday 15th October.· Housing Directors from the designated authorities will be in contact with their counterparts in each region shortly. Interested applicants can register their interest on www.homechoiceloan.ie. The full details and arrangements relating to the loan product will be finalised in the coming weeks, with a view to its full introduction from early November. Further details will be issued to all local authorities in the interim.

General enquiries about this circular should be made to Mr Eric Nunan, Housing 
Policy & Finance and Social Inclusion Section (eric_nunan@environ.ie or telephone 888 2076). A copy of this circular is available electronically on the Sharepoint system (http://circulars.lgcsb.ie/doecirculars) under the 
category “Housing”.

Yours sincerely,


____________________


Philip Nugent


Principal Officer


Housing Policy & Finance and


Social Inclusion Unit


To each housing authority

Appendix 1


What is Home Choice Loan?


Home Choice Loan is a new time limited measure by the Government to provide 
access to mortgage finance for prospective first time buyers who cannot currently 
get sufficient finance from a bank or building society.


As such, the scheme is designed to respond to a very specific set of circumstances in the housing market, fully in line with the Government’s policy of only intervening in a targeted way, to  achieve specific outcomes.· The loan is intended to facilitate, rather than incentivise, first time buyers who wish to purchase a home at this time.

Who can apply?


The new Home Choice loan product will be available to first time buyers of new 
houses, subject to a maximum loan of €285,000 and maximum loan to value ratio of 92%.  A minimum individual income of €40,000 will apply.· Further details on Home Choice Loan can be found on www.homechoiceloan.ie or by calling LoCall 1890 252 842.

How will the Home Choice Loan operate?


· The four designated local authorities, Cork City Council, Dublin City Council, Galway County Council and Kilkenny County Council will be designated as lending authorities acting on a regional basis. These authorities will draw down funds from the Housing Finance Agency and lend on to successful applicants from within their own and other local authority areas within designated regions.· Recommendations on specific loan applications made by the Central Processing Unit will be made to the relevant authority. These authorities will oversee the conveyancing process, ensure mortgage charges are put in place, that adequate security is obtained and issue the loan.  A Steering Committee with members from the designated local authorities, the AHP, an external advisor, and chaired by a County Manager, will oversee the operation of the system. A Credit Committee, reporting to the Steering Committee, will also be established. · A network of approved mortgage brokers will be established. Prospective house purchasers will apply for a Home Choice Loan through one of these brokers.  The Central Processing Unit will handle enquiries, process loan applications, and issue a determination to designated local authorities on each application in accordance with the credit policy and carry out credit checks. Loan approvals will be governed by a formalised credit policy.

How was the regional split decided?

This split has been decided on the basis of broadly similar market conditions, house prices, trends etc. pertaining in each local authority area within the regions, a desire to have a roughly even county split, and anticipated demand.


Will the existing local authority mortgage protection insurance scheme 
be compulsory for Home Choice Loan borrowers?


· No. Applicants will not be required to avail of the existing scheme, but must provide evidence of having adequate life assurance or mortgage protection in place in advance of drawdown. However, applicants can avail of the existing scheme is they so wish.

Can a Home Choice Loan be used for the purchase of affordable housing?


· No. Home Choice Loan is a market designed mortgage to provide access to credit for first time buyers who can afford to purchase in the open market, can afford to service a mortgage, but are unable to access sufficient mortgage finance.

Is the Home Choice Loan intended as a replacement for any existing housing supports (e.g. local authority loans)?

No. Home Choice Loan is a separate, market based, and time limited response to the current lack of availability of credit. It does not affect any other existing 
housing support.

Appendix 2


HOME CHOICE LOAN – REGIONAL OPERATING STRUCTURE

Lending Authority


– Galway County Council Mayo, Roscommon,
Donegal, Sligo,
Leitrim, Cavan,
Monaghan, Galway
City, Galway County

Lending Authority

Dublin City Council
Louth, Fingal, Meath, Kildare, Wicklow, South, Dublin, Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown, 
Dublin City

Lending Authority

Kilkenny County Council
Longford, Westmeath, Offaly, Laois, Kilkenny, Carlow, Wexford

Lending Authority


– Cork City Council


Waterford County, Waterford City, Cork City, Cork, County, Kerry, South Tipperary, 
North Tipperary, Limerick County, Limerick City, Clare”
The report was NOTED.
(C/0961/08)
REPORT ON PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCEDURES UNDER PART 8 OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 - BALDONNELL ROAD IMPROVEMENT SCHEME AND ACCESS ROAD TO PROPOSED MILLTOWN BUSINESS AND TECHNOLOGY PARK

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

H
 “The attached report was considered at the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting (1) on 19th November, 2008.


Following consideration of the report it was recommended by the Committee that the scheme as advertised be implemented.


It is now proposed to proceed with the scheme as advertised.

MEETING OF LUCAN-CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (1)

Wednesday, November 19, 2008

HEADED ITEM NO. 8

 
REPORT ON PART 8 OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001-2007

Baldonnell Road Improvement Scheme and Access Road to Proposed Milltown Business and Technology Park.

Report on Part 8 Local Government (Planning & Development Regulations 2001-2007)

Introduction

Part 8 of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Regulations 2001-
2007 outlines the requirements with respect to certain classes of Local Authority developments. These regulations apply to the proposed realignment of The Proposal for Baldonnell Road Improvement Scheme & Access Road to Proposed Milltown Business and Technology Park as described below: 

· Construction of 300 linear metres of new widened carriageway on Baldonnell Road complete with grass verge on either side of the road 

· Construction of Cycletracks and Footpaths 

· Construction of 1 no. roundabout at the Entrance to the proposed Milltown 
Business and Technology Park 

· Construction of 200 metres of dual carriageway within the proposed Milltown Business and Technology Park 

· Construction of 150 metres of single carriageway within the proposed Milltown Business and Technology Park 

· Construction of 2 no. Roundabouts within the proposed Milltown Business and Technology Park 

· Upgrade of Baldonnell Road/Aylmer Road Junction as a small roundabout 

· Demolition of existing house and provision of ancillary service works.  


The purpose of the proposed scheme is to provide road access to facilitate the development of zoned industrial lands at Milltown from previously approved road improvement schemes such as the Nangor Road Extension and the Outer Ring Road.  The Council is already preparing preliminary designs for the upgrade of the Newcastle Road (R120) to cater for the traffic volumes on this route and is in accordance with the South Dublin County Council Development Plan to provide the necessary road infrastructure for the Developing County. 


In order to achieve satisfactory levels of safety and operating efficiency a roundabout has been incorporated at the entrance to the Technology Park to provide access into the lands.  The internal circulatory system of the development will be designed to ensure that no traffic queues form on the external road network.  Any queuing should therefore be contained within the site. 


Consultation Process: 


The Proposal for this scheme was advertised in accordance with the requirements of Part 8 of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Regulations 2001-2007 on the 21st July 2008 in the Irish Independent and the Tallaght Echo on the 23rd July 2008. Plans and particulars of the proposed scheme were on display and 
available for inspection or purchase in the offices of South Dublin County Council, County Hall, Tallaght Dublin 24; South Dublin County Council, Civic Offices, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 and Clondalkin Library, Monastery Road, Dublin 22 (inspection only) during normal working hours. Submissions and observations with respect to this matter, dealing with the proper planning and sustainable 
development of the area in which the development would be situated were to be sent to SEO, Roads Department, South Dublin County Council, County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24.  The closing date for receipt of written submissions/observations was 4:30pm on Friday 19th September 2008.  

List of persons or bodies who made submissions or observations with 
respect to the proposed development:  

Four Observations/Submissions were received as follows:
           Irish Aviation Authority.
           National Roads Authority 
           Cllr. Dorothy Corrigan, Green Party
           Patrick McCormack, Newcastle-Lyons and District Residents association 


A file of the above submissions is available for inspection at South Dublin County 
Council, County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24.  


Summary of issues raised: 

Observation 1: Irish Aviation Authority. 

There were no observations on the scheme            

Observation 2: National Roads Authority  

 As the remit of the Authority extends to national roads only the Authority has no 
objection to the proposal..   

Observation 3: Cllr. Dorothy Corrigan, Green Party 

With the exception of 300 linear metres of new widened carriageway on Baldonnell Road there are no immediate proposals for road upgrades or new road infrastructure in the wider area to accommodate traffic to and from the proposed business park. 


Response: The Council Development Plan 2004-2010 Road Objectives provide for the improvement of the road network to cater for the transportation requirements of the County. Under the 6 year programme it is an objective of the Council to initiate works listed including the N4 Upgrade, the Outer Ring Road, Nangor Road Extension from Grange Castle to the Lucan Newcastle Road (R120) and south from the new junction to Pollyhops with a link to Baldonnell Road. To date, the M50 is almost complete, the N4 Upgrade is due for completion 2009, and the Outer Ring Road is open from the N4 to the N81. In addition the tendering process for Nangor road extension has commenced.  


The business will attract large numbers of HGVs to the area and will have a negative impact on residents in the Newcastle / Lucan road and in Newcastle Village. The R120 is used as a rat run for HGVs between the N7 and the N4. Lack of forward planning has resulted in the Newcastle/Lucan road been used as a major traffic route via residential areas. Proper forward planning and development would ensure the road infrastructure is in place or the wayleave available for roads prior to rezoning of lands. 


Response: The R120 is identified as a Distributor Roadway and distributes traffic within the principal residential and commercial districts along the route. A balanced 
approach towards urban transportation planning helps contribute to a more efficient passage of people and their goods but it must take account of the level of resources available to achieve this and be cognisant of the zoning designations in the current Development Plan. 

In addition the completed Outer Ring Road and the Fonthill Road Link provide positive benefits for the motorist, Including HGV’s travelling between the N4 and 
the N7 in terms of relieving traffic flows on the R120 and the local road network. The Outer Ring Road effectively acts as three separate distributor roads, from 
Lucan Road/N4 to Adamstown Roundabout, the middle section from Adamstown Roundabout to the N7 and the southern section from the N7 to the N81. 


The Upgraded M50 also facilitates the motorist with the introduction of the 3 lane carriageway, freeflow interchanges and dedicated auxiliary lanes between the junctions of the N4, N7, Ballymount and N81. 


All of the above routes are in accordance with the County Development plan as approved by the Council members and the new County Development Plan will endeavor to retain dedicated corridor routes to meet the proper planning and development of the County with particular reference to the western distributor road and the Celbridge road link which is linked to the development of Adamstown. 


The upgrading of the Newcastle Road/N4 junction is bound in with the Development of Adamstown. This will increase traffic volumes on the Newcastle 
Road 


Response: The Development of a high quality road between Dublin and Galway 
(N4/N6) was identified in the National Development Plan (2000 to 2006) as part of the Economic and Social Infrastructure Operational Programme.  The presence of the at grade signal controlled junction between the N4 and the Newcastle Road was inconsistent with the rest of the route and undesirable in terms in terms of traffic capacity.  It was not bound to the South Dublin County Council proposals for the Adamstown SDZ which has its own dedicated link to the Outer Ring Road. 


The construction of the Baldonnell Road Improvement Scheme & Access Road to Proposed Milltown Business and Technology Park requires a HGV ban be imposed 
on the Alymer Road. Alternatively the other option is that the Road from Greenogue Industrial Estate be opened onto Alymer Road with a HGV ban put in place through the residential area of Alymer Road. 

Response: 


It is not intended to place a Vehicle Restriction Limit on the Alymer Road.   

The movement of goods is essential to the maintenance of commercial life and prosperity in the County and it should be noted that sending freight by road is the only practical means of delivery to and from farms, shops, offices and most factories and warehouses. The introduction of area management measures to control the movement and parking of HGV should be based on the requirements of 
all users and the extent to which implementation may affect the daily operation of their businesses and lives. The introduction of area management measures may simply displace the problem and not truly alleviate the situation.  


Consideration should be given to the adverse effects on vehicle operating costs, 
time and convenience and these must be weighed against the expected level of benefits to ensure the measures are worthwhile.  Given the current economic climate and the Council’s financial resources the implementation of such a policy carries with it inherent risks for example, a threat to the economic prosperity of the 
area due to hauliers and businesses relocating to alternative areas, where restraints on traffic movement are less severe.  Thus, a perceived need for traffic restraint must be tempered by the requirements of sufficient access to sustain 
business activity. 


Observation 4: Patrick McCormack, Newcastle-Lyons and District Residents 
association            

A HGV ban should be implemented on Alymer Road, Peamount Road and Athgoe Hill to direct HGVs to the Outer Ring Road. 


Response: It is not intended to place a Vehicle Restriction Limit on the local road network. The policy of diverting through traffic onto a defined network of roads more suited to the carrying of traffic is pursued by South Dublin County Council.  New roads, such as the Outer Ring Road, have been constructed where appropriate, as defined under the transportation section of the County development plan, to provide traffic capacity necessary for the transport demands of commerce and individuals to be met whilst enabling protective measures to be 
implemented in sensitive areas.   


Recommendation: 

“The proposed scheme is in accordance with the proper planning and development and forms an integral part of the ‘2004-2010 County Development Plan’ and accordingly it is recommended that the scheme be proceeded with”. 


The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the proposed development be carried out as recommended in the Manager’s Report.
(C/0962/08)
CORPORATE PROCUREMENT PLAN

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“South Dublin County Council's first Statutory Strategic Corporate Procurement Plan (CPP) has been prepared under the National Public Procurement Policy Framework.  The development of the plan which was  coordinated by the Corporate Services Department is the culmination of almost twelve months work and has been prepared following direct input from an interdepartmental multi-disciplinary working group with the assistance of Figpc Consultancy Service (engaged under a formal procurement framework) to assist the Council in its development and implementation.   


In the course of the development of this plan a comprehensive review of the Council's procurement activity was undertaken. This review identified opportunities for improvement in the context of the procurement management reform programme being sponsored by the National Public Procurement Policy Unit.   The review focused on two key areas: 


 ·   A comprehensive expenditure analysis based on the Council’s expenditure data for the 2007 financial year (excluding major capital and salary costs)


·   A Comprehensive skills analysis which focused on the actions of staff involved in 
procurement and purchasing activities.  Over 220 staff participated in this exercise 
which was held over two full days.


The results of these analyses have informed the development of this Corporate 
Procurement Plan and details are outlined in some detail within the Plan. 


This CPP is underpinned by four core procurement principles and eight high level 
objectives which ultimately aim to:  


·   Enable the development of better processes 


·   Introduce best practice procurement 


·   Lead to real cash savings and processing efficiencies


The strategic Corporate Procurement Plan will be supported by a Procurement Implementation Plan (PIP) with appropriate measurable KPIs. This plan will detail the key milestones and timelines for the attainment of the CPP’s Goals and Objectives and will be reviewed on a yearly basis.


The development of the CPP has been grant aided (€10,000) by the Department of 
Environment Heritage & Local Government”. 

The report was NOTED.

(C/0963/08)
COMPLETION OF STADIUM AT WHITESTOWN WAY, TALLAGHT - APPROVAL OF REGISTRATION OF CHARGE IN FAVOUR OF THE MINISTER FOR ARTS, SPORT AND TOURISM

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“The Council entered into a contract for the completion of the partially built stadium at Whitestown Way, Tallaght  arising from the failure of the former Lessees to complete the facility over a period of several years.


The Council has been approved by the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism for a grant in the sum of €2,750,000 from the 2008 Sports Capital Programme, towards the cost of the above works. 


A condition of the payment of the grant monies requires the Council, as registered owner of the property, to enter into a Deed of Covenant and Charge with the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism to ensure the continued use of the facility as a stadium for a specified period of fifteen  years and in the event of it failing to do so, to repay all or part of the grant on a reducing scale. This Deed of Covenant and Charge is to be registered as a burden against the Council’s title to enable the draw down of grant monies.


In accordance with Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001 the Council may approve the granting of any ‘financial assistance whether by grants, loans, guarantees or other financial aid, lands or other structures etc’ for matters of this nature, such approval to be by way of resolution of the Council. The above definition would include accepting a charge against Council property in respect of funds provided by other parties for facilities constructed thereon.


Accordingly it is recommended that the Council adopt the following resolution:


“That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001, 
the Council enter into a Deed of Covenant and Charge with the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism, which is for the absolute sole purpose of securing the approved state grant funding of €2, 750,000, to continue the use of the facility at Tallaght Stadium, Whitestown Way, Tallaght,  Dublin 24  (property as shown outlined in red on attached Indicative Drawing No. LD 744) as a stadium for a specified period of up to fifteen years and in the event of it failing to do so, to repay all or part of the grant monies on a reducing scale. This Deed of Covenant and Charge is to be registered as a burden against the Council’s title”.”
 It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and RESOLVED:
“That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001, the Council enter into a Deed of Covenant and Charge with the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism, which is for the absolute sole purpose of securing the approved state grant funding of €2,750,000, to continue the use of the facility at Tallaght Stadium, Whitestown Way, Tallaght,  Dublin 24  (property as shown outlined in red on attached Indicative Drawing No. LD 744) as a stadium for a specified period of up to fifteen years and in the event of it failing to do so, to repay all or part of the grant monies on a reducing scale. This Deed of Covenant and Charge is to be registered as a burden against the Council’s title.” 

(C/0964/08)
OVERDRAFT ACCOMMODATION 2009


The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“Due to anticipated cashflow concerns it is considered prudent to seek approval for 
overdraft accommodation for the period 01/01/2009 to 31/12/2009.” 

Accordingly, it is recommended that the Council approve, subject to the sanction of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, the securing of overdraft accommodation to a limit of €20m for the period 01/01/2009 to 31/12/2009. 
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and AGREED:

“That the Council approve, subject to the sanction of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, the securing of overdraft accommodation to a limit of €20m for the period 01/01/2009 to 31/12/2009.”
CORRESPONDENCE

(C/0965/08)
Letter dated 24th November 2008 from N.R.A., in response to our letter of 13th November regarding advertising of barrier-free tolling.

The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0966/08)
MOTIONS NOT REACHED


LIBRARY WEBSITE

Councillor M. Corr

That the Manager undertakes to develop a section of www.sdcc.ie for children, to have links to this section of the site featured prominently on the homepage of www.sdcc.ie and to create as much interactivity as possible within it in order to engage, educate and encourage as much participation by children as possible as well as promoting active citizenship from an early age.  This is to be created in addition to the development of the "Skids" section of the Libraries website.

NAMING OF ROUNDABOUTS

Councillor J. Lahart 

That the Council agrees on a policy of naming roundabouts in the County for ease of reference for motorists and commuters and visitors to each area.


COMMUNITY PROJECTS

Councillor S. Crowe  
This Council agrees to instruct the manager to treat as a  priority,  the resolution of the licence/ lease issue for Community projects in the South Dublin County Council area and can he give an updated and detailed  report  on the  exact reasons, per project,  for the long  years of delay in releasing these vital documents.


SWIMMING POOLS PROGRAMME

Councillor E. Tuffy  

That this Council deplores the announcement by Minister Martin Cullen, in a written reply to a Dail Question on 24 September regarding the Government's Local Authorities Swimming Pools Programme, that "it is not intended to launch a new Programme at this time", condemns the delaying tactics used by the present Government in its responses to queries from this Council about the Programme, and requests the Manager to make a statement on the consequences for the Council's Water Leisure Strategy, and the Council's plans to build a swimming pool in Lucan, of the Government's decision not to launch a new Programme, in contradiction to repeated indications to this Council about the imminent re-opening of the Programme. 


TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION


Councillor G. O'Connell  
That this Council liaise with the three other Local Authorities in the Dublin Area to introduce (a) transitional accommodation for Traveller Families and (b) emergency accommodation for Traveller Families who for legitimate reasons find themselves in a homeless situation.


WILD ANIMALS

Councillor T. McDermott  
 That South Dublin County Council supports the introduction of by-laws or other measures which would ensure that circuses which use wild animals are prohibited from performing in any part of South Dublin County, in light of the well-documented evidence of suffering endured by the animals involved and the serious animal welfare issues raised.

HOUSING LISTS.

Councillor R. Dowds  
That this Committee recommends that single people, male and female, be permitted to go on South Dublin County Council's housing lists.

FLOODING
Councillor C. Keane
That this Council discusses mapping of the SDCC areas with particular reference to areas vulnerable to flooding and to state what action has been taken on this issue to date. 

BEHANS QUARRY

Councillor D. Corrigan  

That the Manager investigates complaints regarding environmental pollution at Behan's Quarry off the N7, including: 

(1) silt deposits from the quarry on to the N7 creating dust clouds across the carriageway, and 

(2) dust pollution from trucks exiting the quarry where truck loads are not covered by tarpaulin or similar pollution preventing methods resulting in dust clouds across the carriageway.


ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR

Councillor T. Ridge  

That this Council ask the Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government to strengthen the powers of Local Authorities to deal with anti - social behaviour.


OUTREACH SERVICES
Councillor S. Crowe  

That this Council calls on the  Manager to investigate the establishment of  an outreach service in conjunction with NGO’s  and State Agencies to inform Senior Citizens  from the  South Dublin County Council area of grants and other entitlements  that are available  to them and many administered by this Council.


AREA MANAGERS

Councillor T. McDermott  

That SDCC appoint an Area Manager to each of the administrative areas within the county.  A primary function of this manager would be to co-ordinate the functions of the various internal departments to ensure that works are planned and delivered as a project - with consistent and predictable levels of quality and service. This person would be a single point of contact for work-in-progress within that area.


DISABILITY FUNDING

Councillor E. Tuffy  
That this Council supports the demand of the Disability Federation of Ireland that the Government and the Health Services Executive provide adequate monies for the funding of disability and mental health services, specifically that the Government cancels the proposed 1% cut proposed in Budget 2009, that the HSE restore the 1% cut being implemented in 2008 and re-assign the €70 million redirected by it in 2007 and 2008 back to disability and mental health, and that the Government puts in place measures to ensure that the HSE cannot unilaterally remove disability and mental health funding allocated to it by Government, and requests the Manager to write to the Ministers for Finance and Health and Children and the Chief Executive Officer of the HSE conveying the views of this Council.


LIFFEY VALLEY

Councillor G. O'Connell  

That the Manager write to the Minister for the Environment requesting that he set up a joint working group composed of representatives of both the elected members and management of South Dublin, Fingal, Kildare and Dublin City Councils, with the objective of actioning the recommendations of the EMS Report on the Liffey Valley (given that the OPW have indicated that they are not to coordinate the work of promoting a Liffey Valley National Park). 

The meeting concluded at 6.40 p.m. with the Mayor and Manager extending best wishes for a Happy and Peaceful Christmas.

Signed:  ______________________



Mayor

Date:   _______________________
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