COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 10th November 2008
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 The Mayor Councillor M. Corr presided.

MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
Condolences
At the outset of the meeting Mayor, Councillor M. Corr, extended condolences to the family of the late former Councillor Margaret Farrell who died recently and to Liz Monahan, Staff Officer, Environmental Services on the loss of her son Daniel. A minute’s silence was observed as a mark of respect. 

The Mayor then invited the Members to pay tribute to their late friend and colleague Margaret Farrell and contributions were made by Councillors J. Hannon, E. Maloney, T. Ridge, T. McDermott, G. O’Connell, S. Crowe, C. Keane and J. Daly.

The Deputy Manager, Mr. T. Doherty on his own behalf, and on behalf of the Management and Staff, wished to be associated with the Members’ expression of sympathy.
Congratulations
At this point the Mayor, Councillor M. Corr informed the Members that South Dublin County Council was presented with an award by Chambers Ireland for its ‘Virtual Learning Environment’ project in St. Aidan’s School in Brookfield.

Best Wishes
The Mayor also informed the meeting of the imminent retirement, of Mr. Jim Byrne, Senior Executive Officer, HR Department after 41 years of local authority service. Members were invited to pay tributes to Mr. Byrne on his retirement.

Tributes and good wishes were extended to Mr. Byrne and his family on behalf of the political parties from Councillors E. Walsh, T. Ridge, J. Hannon, T. McDermott, D. Keating, C. King, G. O’Connell and J. Daly.

Mr. Joe Horan, County Manager also paid tributes and extended good wishes to Mr. Byrne on behalf of the Management and Staff.  Mr. Byrne responded and thanked the Members and Staff for their good wishes and kind words.

(C/0891/08) 
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES
Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 13th October 2008, which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.

(C/0892/08)
MATERIAL CONTRAVENTION AT RATHCOOLE HOUSE, RATHCOOLE, CO. DUBLIN: SD08A/0163

The following report which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. T. Doherty, Director of Planning and was CONSIDERED:
	“Executive Summary The manager is recommending the proposed development for the consideration of the Council.  The proposal consists of the refurbishment of Rathcoole House, a Proctected Structure, to include office use in Rathcoole House and a new office building on the site, adjacent to the existing building.  The total area of proposed office use would exceed the maximum permitted area as set out in the South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004 – 2010.  Therefore the proposal constutes a material contravention.  It is considered that: 

· the proposed use would facilitate the refurbishment of a protected structure by enabling a viable change of use from residential to office; 

· the proposed new build is compatible in height, scale, design and materials with the existing, traditional building, and 

· the impacts of the new building, the office use and increase traffic on the adjacent residential area have been mitigated to ensure the protection of the existing residential amenity of the area. 

· A resolution of the Council is required deciding to materially contravene the Plan.



Proposed Material Contravention of the South Dublin County Council Development Plan 
2004-2010 for the refurbishment, reroofing and change of use of Rathcoole House, a 
Protected Structure, from residential to corporate headquarters/office, to provide 
c.288sq.m. of office space over 3 floors, within the building the construction of 
c.1038sq.m. of new office space to the west/southwest over two floors and a link 
between the existing and proposed buildings. The development also includes the 
demolition of a lean to structure on the north-eastern corner of the existing building. 
The new extension will also accommodate toilets, plant areas, storage, boiler room 
and kitchen.. Rathcoole House is 3 storey at Main Street level (north) and 2 storey 
to the south.  The development also includes the construction of a glazed atrium 
space 
of c.90sq.m. at Main Street/ground level, vehicular access/egress, 20 no. car parking 
spaces at ground level, podium level garden area at existing first floor level, and all 
ancillary site development works and services..

REPORT 

	Reg. Reference:    
	SD08A/0163
	Application Date:
	11/03/2008

	Submission Type:
	New Application
	Registration Date:
	11/03/2008


	Correspondence Name and Address:
	Simon Clear & Associates 3 Terenure Road West, Terenure, Dublin 6W

	Proposed Development: 
	The refurbishment, re roofing and change of use of Rathcoole House from residential to corporate headquarters/office, to provide c.288sq.m. of office space over 3 floors, the construction of c.1038sq.m. of new office space to the west/southwest over two floors and a link between the existing and proposed buildings. The development also includes the demolition of a lean to structure on the north-eastern corner of the existing building. The new extension will also accommodate toilets,plant areas, storage, boiler room and kitchen. Rathcoole House is 3 storey at Main Street level (north) and 2 storey to the south. The development also includes the construction of a glazed atrium space of c.90sq.m. at Main Street/ground level, vehicular access/egress, 20 no. car parking spaces at ground level, podium level garden area at existing first floor level, and all ancillary site development works and services.

	Location:
	Rathcoole House, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin

	Applicant Name:
	Kevin Mc Nulty

	Application Type:
	Permission



Description of Site and Surroundings

Site Area: The site area is stated as 2,316 sq.m (0.2316).


Site Descritption: The subject site is located in the village of Rathcoole, approximately 15 
kilometres west of Dublin, to the immediate south of the N7 / Naas Road, and 
approximately 7 kilometres south-west of the M50 Red Cow roundabout. 

 
The subject lands, are located on the southern side of Main Street, Rathcoole, 
approximately 80 metres south-west of the Rathcoole interchange and fly-over bridge, 
which facilitates access to and from the eastern side of the village to both the north and 
south carriageways of the N7. 

 
The subject site is bound to the south and east by the rear gardens of Beechwood 
Lawns, a mature residential estate of terraced and semi-detached dwellings. A rubble 
stonewall, which runs around the perimeter of the adjoining Church of Ireland lands, 
separates the site from the church grounds and graveyard. The north / northwestern 
boundary fronts onto Main Street (public road) and is set-back from the road edge by a 
wide footpath of approximately 6.5 metres in width.

 


The topography of the site slopes uphill along Main Street from approximately 119.6 
metres OD at the northern section of the site to approximately 120.3 metres at the 
southern section nearest the village core. Within the site the land slopes uphill from the 
northwest corner to the south-eastern corner by approximately 1.8 metres.

`
 The existing building on site, Rathcoole House, which is a Protected Structure, is located 
towards the northern boundary of the site. The structure is a five bay two-storey over 
basement building with a semi-circular stairwell to the rear (with frontage onto Main 
Street). The windows of the dwelling have been blocked up, and the roof of the structure 
is slate in finish. A rough cement dash has been applied to the front and rear of the 
building, and the side elevations have a smooth lined render finish. The most recent use 
of the structure appears to have been residential.

 `
The pattern of development along the southern side of Main Street, to the west of the 
subject site, comprises predominantly two-storey commercial properties with established 
residential estates to the south of same. These residential estates, such as Forest Hills 
and Greenogue Drive comprise pedestrian links directly accessing Main Street, and are 
satisfactorily surfaced. These links have allowed for high quality permeability between 
said older residential areas and the commercial uses along Main Street. Lands to the 
south of same zoned A1 – to provide for new Residential Communities in accordance 
with Approved Area Plans, are defined by Greenfield sites subject to specific urban 
design criteria set out in the Rathcoole Local Area Plan 2002 and the Tootenhill Area Plan 
2007 (lands to the west of Main Street).

 
Proposal

Ø      The applicant proposes the refurbishment, re-roofing and change of use of 
Rathcoole House, a Protected Structure, from residential to office use;


Ø      Providing for approximately 288 sq.m of office space within the existing structure 
of Rathcoole House over three floors;


Ø      Construction of approximately 1,038 sq.m of new office space in a building to the 
west / southwest of Rathcoole House over two floors and a glazed link between the 
existing and proposed buildings. 


Ø      The development also includes the demolition of a lean to structure on the north- 
eastern corner of the existing building;


Ø      The new extension will also accommodate toilets,plant areas, storage, boiler room 
and kitchen;


Ø      The development also includes the construction of a glazed atrium space of 
approximately 90 sq.m at main street / ground level, vehicular access /egress, 20 no car 
parking spaces at ground level, podium level garden area at existing first floor level, and 
all ancillary site development works and services

 
Zoning:

The subject site is zoned, ‘A’ – to protect and / or improve Residential Amenity. Offices 
less than 100 sq.m are open for consideration within this zoning objective. Offices of 100 
sq.m – 1,000 sq.m, and Offices over 1,000 sq.m are not permitted within this zoning 
objective. 

 
The subject site is located within a Zone of Archaeological Potential, established around 
the village of Rathcoole, Recorded Monument DU021-030, as listed in the South Dublin 
County Council Development Plan 2004-2010. 

 
The site is also designated with the Special Local Objective 95 (SLO) for Rathcoole Village 
(Commercial Development).  It is the objective to locate any future expansion of 
commercial development within the curtilage of the commercial core of the village of 
Rathcoole in order to enhance it and sustain it.

 


Protected Structure
 
The existing structure on site, Rathcoole House, is a Protected Structure ( No. 305 in the 
South Dublin County Council development Plan – Record of Protected Structures as), and 
is record as a house and adjacent underground passage.

 
The following Protected Structures are also in the vicinity of the subject site:

 
To the west - No. 310: Church of Ireland, Rathcoole – Church, Graveyard and walled 
enclosure (RM)


To the south-west - No. 316: Rathcoole Heath Centre – Detached five bay two storey 
house

 

Article I.                   Consultations

Environmental Services Department:


Foul Drainage – Further Information requested;


Surface Water – Further Information requested;


Water – No objections.

 


Parks and Landscape Services Department: No report received to date.

 
Roads Department: Further information requested.

 
Conservation Officer: No report received to date.

 
Architects Department: No objections subject to conditions


Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government – Development 
Applications Unit:  No report received to date.

 
Failte Ireland: No report received to date.

 
Heritage Council: No report received to date.

 
An Taisce: No report received to date.


Department of Defence: No objections.

 

Article II.                Submissions/Observations/Representations 

None on record for subject site.

 

Article III.             Relevant Planning History

None on record for subject site

 

Article IV.             Relevant Enforcement History

None on record for subject site

 
Pre-Planning Consultation

An initial pre-planning meeting took place with the Area Planner and the Conservation 
Officer on Wednesday 19th September 2007. The applicant was advised that the 
proposed quantum of office development would materially contravene the zoning 
objective for the site and would seriously undermine the character and setting of the 
existing Protected Structure on the site. The applicant was advised that a quantum of 
300 sq.m office use within the existing structure may be an option on site, subject to 
further investigation. 

 


A second pre-planning meeting was held with the Senior Executive Planner and the 
Senior Architect on Wednesday 10th October 2007. The applicant was advised that the 
size and scale of the proposed development should be sensitive to the village setting of 
the site and in consideration of the character and setting of the Protected Structure. The 
applicant was advised quantum of office space proposed was in excess of that permitted 
for the site. The Senior Architect agreed to further consult with the applicant regarding 
the design approach of the proposed development. 

 
A further meeting took place with the Senior Architect and County Architect on Thursday 
10th January 2008. 


Relevant Policy in South Dublin County Council Development Plan (2004-2010):
 `
Policy AA1: Protection of Archaeological Heritage


Policy AA4: Conservation of Buildings, Structures and Sites

 
Section 12.2 General Design Considerations


Section 12.2.2 Landscape and Site Features


Section 12.4.11 Development in Historic and Rural Villages


Section 12.7.2 Car Parking Provision


Section 12.7.5 Entrances


Section 12.11.3 Development in relation to Protected Structures

 


Relevant National Policy
 `
National Spatial Strategy 2002-2020, The Department of the Environment, Heritage and 
Local Government (2002)

 
Regional Planning Guidelines for the Greater Dublin Area 2004-2016, Regional Planning 
Guidelines Project Office, (2004)

 
‘A Platform for Change’,Dublin Transportation Office (DTO), (2001).

 
Architectural Heritage Protection – Guidelines for Planning Authorities, The Department 
of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, (2004).

 
Assessment:

The main issues for consideration in relation to this application are design and related 
impact on the character and setting of the Protected Structure, road and parking layout, 
landscaping, overlooking, internal areas, drainage, impact on the existing streetscape, 
and archaeological impact.

 


The proposed development will be assessed under the following headings:

            Ø      Zoning Issues


Ø      Rationale for the proposed development


Ø      Quantum of development


Ø      Design Approach


Ø      Detailed Design


Ø      Archaeological Impact


Ø      Impact on the Protected Structure


Ø      Roads and Access Matters


Ø      Privacy and Overlooking


Ø      Landscaping


Ø      Boundary Treatments


Ø      Lighting


Ø      Signage


Ø      Aviation Safety


Ø      Services


Zoning Issues
 
The proposed development would allow for the refurbishment and bringing back into use 
of Rathcoole House. However, the proposed development cannot be deemed to be in 
accordance with the uses permitted under the zoning objective for the site.

 
A standard condition regarding the monitoring of works within a potential archaeological 
zone should be included in the event of a grant of permission.  It is considered that the 
proposed development in close proximity to the LC zoning along Main Street would not 
be inconsistent with SLO95, regarding commercial development in Rathcoole.

 
Rationale for the proposed development 
 
The existing structure on the site, Rathcoole House, is the remaining element of a much 
larger cluster of buildings associated with a mill, with associated grounds, which were 
located on the subject site, and on the adjoining lands to the south. The adjoining lands 
to the south have been developed for low density residential use over the years. 

 
To allow for the refurbishment of the existing structure (which is empty and in a state of 
disrepair) and to utilise the remaining development potential of the site, the applicant 
proposes an integrated office development of approximately 1,661 sq.m gross floor 
space, that comprises the construction of a two-storey office building to the west of the 
existing structure, a glazed link to the existing structure and the refurbishment of the 
existing structure for office use. 


The Conservation Report submitted with the application states, ‘the Protected Structure 
appears out of scale at present, inter alia, the design solution is a light modern two-
storey office building linked by glazing to the Protected Structure, providing a new two 
storey glazed entrance at street level. This improves the scale but still allows the existing 
building to dominate the site’. In consideration of the building having been in disrepair 
and empty for many years, it is stated that, ‘the bonus for the Protected Structure is that 
it will be restored carefully and correctly without any substantial intrusions to the existing 
fabric’.  

 
Quantum of development
 
The proposed development would result in approximately 1,326 sq.m of office 
development. The zoning objective allows for up to 100 sq.m of office development only, 
given said objective is ‘A’, to protect and / or improve Residential Amenity, as the 
proposed development would materially contravene the zoning objective for the site.  
However, given the location of the site, the re-use of a Protected Structure and the 
quality of the proposed design, in principle the proposal is considered reasonable, subject 
to the material contravention procedures.

 
Design Approach
 
The design approach of the proposed development is considered generally acceptable. 
The quantum of development and associated layout and footprint of same is appropriate 
to the subject site and satisfactorily exploits the natural contours of the site. The 
proposed development strikes a balance between the need to preserve the character and 
setting of the Protected Structure and the need for new build development on the site 
necessary to optimise the potential of the site. The applicant proposes a clear 
demarcation between the existing structure on the site and the contemporary design 
approach to the new build elements of the scheme. The design approach is considered in 
keeping with the principles of building conservation and high quality urban design. The 
glazing element that links the Protected Structure to the new build office building, 
maintains views of the footprint of the structure and views into the proposed landscaped 
area to the rear of same. Furthermore, the height and design approach of the new office 
building respects the character and setting of the Church of Ireland site, adjoining the 
subject site to the west, and is set-back approximately five metres from the boundary 
with same.

 
Detailed Design
 
The applicant proposes a traditional railing along the western boundary of the 
landscaped area, adjacent to the two storey office building. This is not acceptable and 
would 
detract from the overall design approach of the proposed development by 
blurring the distinction between the existing Protected Structure on the site and that of 
the contemporary new build elements. The applicant should be requested to revise the 
design approach of this treatment, providing for a more contemporary balustrade 
treatment. The applicant should be invited to consider glazing as an appropriate 
alternative. The applicant should be requested to submit revised drawings of same. This 
matter should be addressed by way of a request for further information.

 
Brochure samples of all external finishes, including railings as indicated on the landscape 
plan have not been submitted. The applicant should be requested to submit brochure 
samples of all proposed external finishes, by way of a request for further information.


The layout plans submitted show vents servicing the ground floor car park, along the 
southern boundary of the site. The applicant has not submitted design details with 
regard to same, in particular whether or not the vents would project above ground level. 
From the landscape plan submitted, it would appear that the vents would project above 
ground level. The applicant should be requested to submit design details with regard to 
same. This matter should be addressed by way of a request for further information.


Archaeological Impact

 The applicant has submitted an Archaeological Assessment and Impact Statement as 
part of this application. Six test trenches were excavated to ascertain the evidence of 
structural features associated with Rathcoole House and grounds. 

 
The results of the test trench excavation findings are summarised as follows:

 
Trench 1 – the concrete surface of an earlier structure was noted, a linear feature was 
also noted at the base of the trench. Demolition rubble, including large limestone blocks 
and mortar lenses were also noted;


Trench 2 – the concrete surface of an earlier structure was noted; and a limestone block 
wall. The eastern boundary wall of the earlier land plot was also noted. The same linear 
feature that was noted in trench 1 was also observed;


Trench 3 – As in Trenches 1 and 2, the concrete surface of an earlier structure was 
noted. The eastern boundary wall of the earlier land plot was also noted. The same linear 
feature as observed in Trenches 1 and 2 was also noted. Features of a probable pathway 
leading to Rathcoole House and the driveway to same were also noted;


Trench 4 – As in Trenches 1, 2 and 3 the concrete surface of an earlier structure was 
noted. The same linear feature that was noted in the previous trenches, was also noted. 
As in Trench 3, elements of the previous pathway to the structure were also noted;


Trench 5 – Nothing of archaeological interest was noted in this trench;


Trench 6 – Nothing of archaeological interest was noted in this trench.

 
No evidence of the underground passageway was identified as part of the archaeological 
survey / works carried out on site. The Archaeological Assessment and Impact Statement 
concludes, ‘removal of rubble and topsoil on the site will reveal features uncovered 
during the test-excavation. It is likely that further structural remains or other 
archaeological features could also be exposed during the programme of groundworks’. It 
is considered that in the event of a grant of planning permission a condition should be 
attached with regard to pre-development testing and archaeological monitoring, 
reporting and mitigation measures in compliance with the requirements of The 
Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.

 
Impact on the interior of the Protected Structure
 
The applicant proposes the refurbishment of Rathcoole House as a central part of the 
proposed development. It is proposed to re-instate the overhang and corbel details to 
the existing roof, in order to bring the roof back to its proper scale and size. With regard 
to the external elevations it is proposed to demolish the existing two-storey lean-to 
extension, remove all cement rough dash, and to re-plaster with lime render three coast 
work.

 
At ground floor level, the applicant proposes to strip all walls and remove all damp 
plaster, replace ceiling joists and insulate same. It is also proposed to erect internal 
walls, if necessary, lay new screed finished floors and construct new stairs.


 At first floor level, the existing floor joist shall be replaced, and it is proposed to copy the 
original skirting throughout and replace floor boards. Fireplaces are to be re-instated in 
both main reception rooms. Other works at first floor level include repairing of plaster 
cornice, replacement of corbels and roses and the provision of new double doors. 

 
At second floor level, it is proposed to keep the room layout but to replace all damaged 
plaster throughout. It is also proposed to replace all windows with sash windows.

 
The proposed works to Rathcoole House, both internal and external, are considered 
extensive, and should be carried out in a way that protects the character and setting of 
the existing structure. In the event of a grant of planning permission, conditions should 
be attached with regard to same, including the submission of a method statement and 
detailed specifications of the proposed works, and the protection / safeguarding of the 
structure during the course of the construction of the development, and the submission 
of a photographic record.  

 
Roads and Access Matters

The proposed development would be accessed from Main Street with an entry / egress 
system in pace facilitating access to the ground level car-park area. The applicant 
proposes 20 no. car-parking spaces and parking for 28 no. bicycle parking spaces. Given 
the design approach of the proposed development the car-park area would be located 
beneath the first floor level public landscaped areas and would be screened from Main 
Street by a rendered wall with an arch style vehicular entrance, with quoins matching the 
design of the existing structure on the site. 

 


The Architects Department is not satisfied with the design approach of the proposed arch 
style vehicular entrance to the car-park.   By attempting to match the design approach of 
the existing structure on the site, said feature detracts from the contrast between the 
existing build and the proposed contemporary new build which appears to be the main 
design focus to the overall development. As such, it is considered that the applicant 
should be requested to re-design this element of the proposed development allowing for 
a more contemporary designed vehicular entrance to the car-park, following the lines 
and form of the proposed new build adjoining the existing Protected Structure. The 
proposed quoins should also be omitted. The applicant should be requested to submit 
revised drawings of same. This matter should be addressed by way of a request for 
further information. 

 
The proposed development would require 33. no. car-parking spaces in order to comply 
with Development Plan standard. Given the location of the site within the urban area of 
Rathcoole village, the Roads Department would accept a reduction of up to 10%, 
resulting in a car parking requirement of 30 no spaces. The applicant proposes 20 no 
spaces at ground floor level, therefore resulting in a shortfall of 10 no. spaces. The 
Roads Department request the application address this shortfall. However, it is the view 
of the Planning Authority, that given the Protected Structure status of the site, the 
development constraints associated with same, and the adequate provision of car-
parking in the area, the shortfall of parking in this case is not considered to be significant 
when balanced against the negative impact of additional parking spaces on the site with 
respect to the retaining the character setting of the Protected Structure.   


 The applicant proposes the re-construction of the existing public footpath to the north of 
the site using silver granite paviors, approximately 400mm x 300mm. The Roads 
Department request that the footpath be reconstructed of paviors / bricks of maximum 
dimensions 200mm x 150mm and a minimum depth of 80mm. The Roads Department 
also request that the paviors / bricks be laid on a 50mm thickness of lean mix concrete 
(or sand /cement mix) over compacted broken stone, and that the outer periphery be 
constructed of cast in-situ concrete kerbline with intermediate concrete bands every 10 
metres. This matter can be addressed by way of condition.

 
It is the view of the Architects Department that stainless steel bollards should be erected 
between the northern strip of trees (adjacent to the public road), set at a distance of 
approximately 1.8 metres apart, and should not exceed 0.9 metres in height. This matter 
could be addressed by way of condition.


 The Roads Department request details of internal stop / go mechanism at the one way 
access / egress system accessing the car-park. It is considered that this matter should be 
addressed by way of a request for further information.

 

Privacy and Overlooking 
 
Two-storey residential dwellings are located on the adjoining lands to the south, at 
Beechwood Lawns. The existing ground level along the southern boundary is shown as 
122 metres OD on the site survey drawings submitted, however, the ground level of the 
pedestrian passageway along the southern elevation of the proposed new two-storey 
office building is shown as 123 metres OD on the section drawings submitted. The 
Planning Authority would be concerned that as the boundary treatment to said adjoining 
dwellings would be approximately 2.4 metres in height (as shown on the drawings 
submitted), this may result in lack of privacy by reason of possible overlooking, 
overshadowing and easy access into the site.  The applicant should be requested to 
address this matter by submitting a revised section drawing in a south / north direction, 
from the rear walls of the neighbouring dwellings at Beechwood Lawns through to the 
northern boundary of the site, and any revisions should be submitted which mitigate 
adverse impacts while retaining the high quality setting of the Protected Structure 
(increasing the height of the opaque boundary would not be acceptable in terms of 
overshadowing the rear garden).This matter should be addressed by way of a request for 
further information. 


Landscaping

No report from the Parks Department was received at the time of writing this report.

 
Boundary Treatments

 Detailed information has not been submitted with regard to boundary treatments for the 
proposed development. It is not clear from the documentation submitted whether or not 
existing boundary treatments are to be retained, or whether new boundary treatments 
are proposed as part of the proposed development. The applicant should be requested to 
submit revised drawings, including elevation drawings of all boundary treatments, and 
clearly label same, stating whether existing treatments are to be retained or not.

 
Lighting

 The applicant has not submitted any details of how the proposed development would be 
lit nor any details of public lighting of the landscaped area at first floor level. This is a 
particular concern of the Planning Authority in relation to preserving the character and 
setting of the Protected Structure, but also from a security point of view (in particular the 
pedestrian passageway along the western and southern elevation of the proposed two-
storey office building, which would appear to directly accessed from Main Street without 
any gate or security measure. The applicant should be requested to submit a lighting 
strategy for the proposed development and the locations of all lighting fixtures / columns 
should be clearly indicated and labelled on revised drawings submitted. The applicant 
should be advised that only bulkhead and ground lighting would be acceptable on / 
adjacent to the external elevations of the proposed new buildings on the site. The 
applicant is also requested to outline how it proposed to light the external elevations of 
the existing Protected Structure, if at all. Standard public lighting columns are not 
acceptable at this location given the necessity to preserve the character and setting of 
the existing Protected Structure on the site, but also that of the existing Church of 
Ireland on the adjoining site to the west.  Standard public lighting columns may result in 
light spillage, and by reason of glare may detract from the character and settings of the 
structures. Furthermore, standard public lighting columns in the proposed landscaped 
areas may result in light spillages into the rear gardens and onto the rear opes of the 
neighbouring dwellings at Beechwood Lawns. These matters should be addressed by way 
of a request for further information.

 
Signage
 
The applicant has not included details of signage in terms of location, lettering and 
composition such as materials and illumination. In the event of a grant of permission it is 
recommended that a condition be attached that prohibits the erection of any signage 
without the benefit of subsequent planning permissions.

 
Aviation Safety

The proposed development would not adversely impact on Casement Aerodrome located 
to the north of the site. The Department of Defence has no objections to the proposed 
development.

 
Services
 
The Environmental Services Department request further information with regard to foul 
drainage and surface water drainage. Given the Protected Structure status of the subject 
site, it is considered that this matter should be addressed by way of a request for further 
information.

 
Conclusion

 Whilst the principle and general design approach of the proposed development is 
considered acceptable, given the quantum of office floor space proposed (approximately 
1,326 sq.m) it is considered the material contravention process would need to be 
initiated to allow a grant of permission in this case.

 
Nothwithstanding same, it is considered that further information should be requested 
from the applicant with regard to design details, privacy and overlooking, the proposed 
vehicular access to the car park, lighting and security, finishes, boundary treatments, 
services, before the aforementioned procedure being initiated.

 

 
REPORT IN RESPONSE TO FURTHER INFORMATION REQUEST

 
REG. REFERENCE: SD08A/0163

 
CASE OFFICER: Anthony McNamara

 
REPORT DATE: Friday 19th September 2008.

 
Introduction
 
A response to the further information request was received on 1st September 2008.

 


Further Observations / Representations
 
None on record for subject site

 
Further Consultations
 
An Taisce (National Trust for Ireland) – No report received to date

 
Department of Defence – No objections

 `
Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government Development Applications 
Unit – No report received to date.

 
Architects Department – No objections.

 
Conservation Officer – No objections subject to conditions.

 
Environmental Services Department –


Foul Drainage – No objections subject to conditions;


Surface Water Drainage – No objections subject to conditions;


Water – No objections subject to conditons.

 
Parks and Landscape Services Department – No report received to date.

 
Roads Department – No objections.


Assessment
 
Item 1 – Surface water drainage matters
 
Response
 
The applicant has submitted revised surface water drainage information and plans for the 
proposed development.

 

 
Appraisal
 
The revised information and plans submitted are acceptable to the Environmental 
Services Department subject to conditions. 

 

Item 2 

– Foul drainage matters

 Response

 The applicant has submitted revised foul water drainage information and plans for the 
proposed development.

 
Appraisal
 
The revised information and plans submitted are acceptable to the Environmental 
Services Department subject to conditions. 

 
Item 3 – Lighting and security
 
Response
 
The applicant has submitted a lighting strategy and associated drawings prepared by 
Lightplus. It is proposed to uplight the existing Protected Structure on the site with in-
ground light sources. It is stated in the lighting strategy submitted that the aim of this 
type of lighting is to ‘emphasise the architecture, particularly the location of windows. 
The entrance porch especially to be featured’. With regard to the new build office 
extension it is only proposed to light the underside of the zinc cladding at roof level, to 
accentuate the height of the existing Protected Structure on site. No lighting is proposed 
along Main Street, existing lighting columns are to be moved to the furthest extent of the 
development. Low level bollard lighting is proposed in the rear garden area. It is not 
proposed to light alleyways at the side and rear of the new build element of the 
development. ‘Brick lights’ at low level are proposed at the entrance to the proposed car-
park. 

 
With regard to security it is stated in a letter submitted that all access gates are 
controlled, the gate located at street level on the south-western side of the office block 
would be used as a fire escape only. It is also stated that access to the garden area 
would be through Rathcoole House only.

 
Appraisal 

The lighting strategy submitted it considered acceptable. It is considered that in the 
event of a grant of planning permission, a condition should be attached stating that the 
level of external illumination be reviewable at any time by the Planning Department – 
South Dublin County Council, and any adjustments to be made at the developer’s 
expense. 

 
The controlling of the pedestrian access gates and the proposed access to the rear 
garden area through the existing Protected Structure only, are considered acceptable 
measures in addressing the security concerns of the Planning Authority.

 

Item 4 – Car park entrance design
 
Response
 
The applicant has submitted drawings showing a revised design of the proposed car-park 
entrance. The vehicular entrance would be rectangular in shape and would follow the 
lines and proportions of the proposed office extension to the side of Rathcoole House. 
The applicant also proposes the use of Kilkenny Blue Limestone as the external finish to 
both Main Street elevations of the car-park entrance and the proposed office 
extension.

 
Appraisal

 The design of the car-park entrance is considered acceptable and addresses the 
previous concerns of the Planning Authority.

 
Item 5 – Ground levels

Response

The applicant has submitted revised section drawings through the site in a north/south 
direction (Drawing RO36-AI-0010). The ground level along the southern boundary of the 
site would change from 123 OD adjacent to the rear (south) elevation of the proposed 
office building to 122 OD along the remaining southern boundary i.e that area of the 
proposed podium level garden. The height of the boundary wall at this location would be 
2.6 metres. The height of the boundary wall to the rear of the proposed extension 
building would be 2.0 metres. 

 
The applicant has submitted a sunpath diagram that confirms the proposed development 
would not result in overshadowing of neighbouring dwellings at Beechwood Lawns.

 
Appraisal
 
It is considered that a boundary wall height of between 2.0 and 2.6 metres along the 
southern boundary of the site would be acceptable and would not detract from the 
amenities of neighbouring dwellings at Beechwood Lawns to the south. From a security 
point of view, given that access to the rear garden area would be through Rathcoole 
House only and the proposed controlling of pedestrian access gates, it is considered that 
the security of the neighbouring dwellings at Beechwood Lawns would be ensured.  

 

 
Item 6 – Ventilation
 
Response
 
The applicant has submitted revised ventilation proposals for the proposed ground floor 
car park, indicated on Drawing RO-36-AI-0003 submitted. The original vents proposed 
along the southern boundary of the site. The revised vents are located flush with the 
podium level garden. 

 
Appraisal
 
The ventilation proposals submitted are considered acceptable and would not detract 
from the amenities of the end users of the proposed office development or of dwellings 
in the vicinity.

 
Item 7 – Railing at western boundary of garden
 
Response

 The applicant has revised the design of railing treatment at this boundary. The applicant 
has submitted revised drawings showing a glazed balustrade at this location. The 
proposed railing would be 8 metres in width and 1 metre in height. 

 
Appraisal

The proposed glazed balustrade is considered acceptable and addresses the concerns of 
the Architects Department.

 
Item 8 – Boundary treatments
 
Response 
 
The applicant has submitted revised drawings showing boundary treatments, Drawings 
R036-AI-0011 and R036-AI-0012. The existing southern boundary wall would be capped 
and rendered to a uniform height of between 2.0 and 2.6 metres (as discussed under 
Item 5 above). It is also proposed to cap and render the boundary wall to the east. The 
existing boundary with the Church of Ireland site to the west comprises a stone wall. 
Additional stone would be added to this existing wall on the south-west corner of the site 
to bring the wall up to the height of the southern boundary wall. The remainder of the 
existing stone wall will be maintained as existing. 

 
Appraisal
 
The proposed boundary treatments are considered acceptable.

 
Item 9 – Internal stop/go mechanism
 
Response

 The applicant has submitted drawings showing the proposed barrier at the one way 
access/egress car park entrance from Main Street (Drawing M563-M01). The proposed 
barrier 
would be 1.0 metres in height and 6.0 metres in width. 

 
Appraisal

 The location and design of the proposed barrier are acceptable to the Conversation 
Officer and the Roads Department.

 
Item 10 – Brochure samples

Response 

The applicant has submitted revised drawings and brochure samples detailing all external 
finishes. The applicant proposes to re-roof the existing Rathcoole House with natural 
slates to match as close as possible the slates used on the roof of the church on the 
neighbouring site to the west. With regard to other external finishes the applicant 
proposes planar glazing, curtain walling to internal elevations, Kilkenny Blue limestone, 
and flagstone paving.

 
Appraisal
 
The proposed external finishes are considered acceptable and would be sympathetic to 
the character and setting of the existing Protected Structure on the site.

 
Conclusion

 It is considered that the applicant has adequately addressed the Further Information 
items as outlined above and any outstanding issues can be dealt with by condition. The 

proposed development is in compliance with Architectural Heritage Protection – 
Guidelines for Planning Authorities, The Department of the Environment, Heritage and 
Local Government, (2004).

 
The proposed development is summarised as follows:

 
Area proposed for demolition = 20.15 sq.m


Floor area to be retained (Rathcoole House) = 288 sq.m


Gross floor area of proposed office building = 1,373 sq.m


Gross Floor Area  =1661sqm

 

 
In the event of a decision to grant of permission the following conditions should apply:

 
1)      The development shall be carried out in its entirety in accordance with the plans, 
particulars and specifications lodged with the application, and as amended by Further 
Information received on 1st September 2008, save as may be required by the other 
conditions attached hereto. 


REASON: To ensure that the development shall be in accordance with the permission, 
and that effective control be maintained. 

 


2)      No intensification of the office use hereby approved on site, or change of use 
within Rathcoole House or the proposed office building shall take place, without the prior 
grant of permission of the Planning Authority, or An Bord Pleanala on appeal. 


REASON: In the interests of clarity, orderly development and the proper planning and 
sustainable development of the area.

 


3. a) The water supply and drainage infrastructure, including the disposal of surface 
water, shall comply with the technical requirements of the Planning Authority and shall 
be in compliance with standards which protect the Archaeological potential of the site.


b) There shall be complete separation of the foul and surface water drainage systems. 


c) All drainage works for this development shall comply with the Greater Dublin Regional 
Code of Practice for Drainage Works which can be viewed/downloaded from 
http://environment.southdublin.ie (click-publications then specifications).


d) All wastewater from any kitchens/canteens shall be routed via an appropriate grease 
trap or grease removal system before being discharged to the public sewer. 


e).All pipes shall be laid with a minimum cover of 1.2m in roads, footpaths and 
driveways, and 0.9m in open spaces. Where it is not possible to achieve these minimum 
covers, pipes shall be bedded and surrounded in C20 concrete 150mm thick.


f).This development shall be fitted with South Dublin County Council specification water 
meter at the developer’s expense. 


g). No part of any building shall be more than 46 m from the nearest hydrant. 


h). Each unit shall have its own connection to the public watermain and full 24 hour 
water storage.


REASON:  In the interests of public health and in order to ensure adequate drainage 
provision.

 
4 a) A suitably qualified archaeologist (licensed under the National Monuments Acts 
1930-2004) to carry out pre-development testing at the site. No sub-surface work shall 
be undertaken in the absence of the archaeologist without his / her express consent.


b) The archaeologist is required to notify the Department of Environment, Heritage and 
Local Government in writing at least four weeks prior to the commencement of site 
preparations. This will allow the archaeologist sufficient time to obtain a licence to carry 
out the work.


c) The archaelogist shall carry out any relevant documentary research and may excavate 
test trenches at locations chosen by the archaeologist, having consulted the proposed 
development plans.


d) Having completed the work, the archaeologist shall submit a written report to the 
Planning Authority and to The Department of Environment, Heritage and Local 
Government for consideration.


e) Where archaeological material is shown to be present, avoidance, preservation in situ, 
preservation by record (excavation) and / or monitoring may be required and the 
Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government will advise the developer of 

these lands with regard to these matters.


e) No site preparation or construction work shall be carried out until after the 
archaeologist's report has been submitted and permission has been received in writing 
from the Planning Authority in consultation with the Department of Environment, 
Heritage and Local Government.


REASON: To ensure the continued preservation (either in situ or by record) of places, 
caves, sites, features or other objects of archaeological interest.

 
5  Works to the Protected Structure (Rathcoole House) shall be carried out in accordance 
with details provided in the Conservation Report submitted with this application on 1st 
September 2008. All repair/restoration works shall be carried out under conservation 
principles and as per the specifications provided by the Conservation Consultant. 


REASON: To ensure that all works to the Protected Structure are carried out to the 
appropriate conservation standards.

 
6  A suitably qualified conservation architect shall be present on site to supervise the 
proposed works ensuring that works are carried out as per the conservation 
recommendations provided in the Conservation Report submitted with this application on 
1st September 2008. 


REASON: To ensure proper supervision by a suitably qualified professional during the 
proposed works to Rathcoole House, a Protected Structure.

 
7  Prior to the commencement of any development on site, the developer of these lands 
shall submit for the written agreement of the Planning Authority, details of works on how 
the existing builiding, Rathcoole House, will be safeguarded during the construction of 
the proposed development.  Specific details shall be provided as to the safeguarding of 
interior architectural features. 


REASON:  To safeguard the existing building and important architectural features.

 
8  a) The existing roof pitch of Rathcoole House shall be maintained. The roof shall be 
completely re-slated with natural slate to match the original slates..  Appropriate timber 
shall replace roof timbers and wallplates.  


b) All timbers shall be pre-treated before coming on site. 


c) All new roofing laths shall be used with breathable roof membrane and insulation to 
the underside. The eave details with timber corbels shall be used as shown on Drawing 
No.RO36-A1-110 submitted. The corbels shall be used in pairs. 


d) The gutters shall be a pressed metal secret gutter behind a built up facia board with 
all necessary lead flashings. 


e) The remains of the timber corbels visible on the west elevation of the curved roof shall 
be retained as it is part of the original house.  


f) The details for the re-plastering of the exterior of Rathcoole House with lime plaster 
roughcast (harling) finish shall comply with the specifications and details outlined in the 
Conservation Report submitted on 1st September 2008. 


 Works to a Protected Structure.

 
9..a) The landscaping scheme shall be commenced in the first planting season after 
commencement of development. Thereafter the scheme shall be maintained on a 
continual basis. Any tree/shrub which fails in the first two planting seasons shall be 
replaced.


b) The developer of these lands shall submit a certificate of effective completion for the 
landscape scheme, such certificate to be prepared by the Landscape Architect for the 
project.


c) Detailed proposals for the future maintenance/management of all landscaped areas 
following effective completion shall be submitted for the written agreement of the 
Planning Authority prior to the commencement of development, in order to ensure 
proper establishment of proposed plantings and grassed areas.


REASON: In the interest of visual amenity.

 
10.  a) Reconstruction of existing public concrete footpath/bitumen macadam hard strip 
shall be of paviors/bricks of maximum plan dimensions 200 x 150mm and minimum 
depth of 80mm. The paviors/bricks shall be laid on a 50mm thickness of lean mix 
concrete (or sand/cement mix) over compacted broken stone (Mot cl 804 material). The 
outer periphery shall be constructed of cast in-situ concrete kerbline with intermediate 
concrete bands every 10 metres.


b) Stainless steel bollards shall be erected between the northern strip of trees (adjacent 
to the public road) set a distance of approximately 1.8 metres apart, and shall reach a 
height of no greater 0.9 metres.


c) Relocation of ESB transmission poles/lamp standards shall bein compliance with the 
technical standards of the of the planning authority (Roads Department - South Dublin 
County Council) and shall be carried out at the developer's own expense.


REASON: In the interests of amenity and public safety given the increased pedestrian 
and vehicular access to the site on foot of this permission.

 


11..No gates shall open across a public footpath.


REASON: In the interests of visual amenity and pedestrian safety.

 
12  a) The external lighting system shall be designed to minimise potential glare and light 
spillage, particularly onto the Protected Structure on the subject site (Rathcoole House), 
neighbouring dwellings to the south and east and the adjoining Church of Ireland site to 
the west. 


b) Levels of illumination shall be reviewable at any time by the Planning Authority and 
any adjustments made shall be at the developer's own expense.


REASON: To prevent light pollution in the interests of the proper planning and 
sustainable development of the area.

 
13 All public services to the proposed development, including electrical, telephone cables 
and equipment shall be located underground throughout the entire site.


REASON: In the interest of amenity.

 
14  Sheltered and secure cycle parking facilities shall be provided.  Details of bicycle 
parking facilities for the units shall be submitted to the Planning Authority for agreement 
in writing prior to commencement of development.


REASON:  To promote sustainable forms of transport and in the interests of permeability 
and proper planning and sustainable development.


 15. Prior to commencement of development, the developer shall submit, and obtain the 
written agreement of the Planning Authority, a plan containing details for the 
management of waste (and in particular, recyclable materials) within the development, 
including the provision of facilities for the storage, separation and collection of the waste 
and, in particular, recyclable materials, and for the ongoing operation of these facilities.  


REASON: To provide for the appropriate management of waste and, in particular 
recyclable materials, in the interests of protecting the environment and in the interests of 
the amenities of the area.

 
16. a) No advertising sign(s) or structure(s) shall be erected except those, which are 
exempted development, without the prior approval of the Planning Authority or An Bord 
Pleanala on appeal. 


b) Signs shall not be internally illuminated.


REASON: In the interest of the proper planning and development of the area.

 
17. The site works and building works required to implement the development shall only 
be carried out between 0800 hours and 1800 hours, Monday to Friday and between 0800 
hours and 1300 hours on Saturdays and not at all on Sundays, Bank Holidays or Public 
Holidays.


REASON: To safeguard the residential amenities of adjacent dwellings.

 
18. a) All necessary measures shall be taken by the developer of these lands to prevent 
the spillage or deposit of clay, rubble or other debris on adjoining roads during the 
course of the works.


b) All footpaths and roads affected by the development works shall be maintained in a 
safe and tidy condition.


REASON:  In the interest of the amenity, safety and maintenance of adjoining roads and 
footpaths.

 
19.During the construction/demolition phase of the development, Best Practicable Means 
shall be employed to minimise air blown dust being emitted from the site.  This shall 
include covering skips and slack-heaps, netting of scaffolding, daily washing down of 
pavements or other public areas, and any other precautions necessary to prevent dust 
nuisances.  


REASON: To contain dust arising from construction / demolition in the interests of public 
health and to prevent nuisance being caused to occupiers of buildings in the vicinity.

 
20. The developer of these lands shall comply with British Standard B.S 5228 Noise 
Control on Construction and Open sites.


REASON:  In the interest of public health.

 
21. The developer shall pay the sum of € 148,937.34  (one hundred and forty eight 
thousand nine hundred and thirty seven euro and thirty four cent) (updated to the 
appropriate rate at the date of commencement of development in accordance with 
changes in the Tender Price Index) to South Dublin County Council as a contribution 
towards expenditure in respect of public infrastructure and facilities benefiting 
development in the area of the planning authority and that is provided, or that it is 
intended will be provided, by or on behalf of the County Council as provided for in the 
Contribution Scheme for the County made by the Council.  This contribution to be paid 
before the commencement of development on the site.

 
REASON:  The provision of such facilities will facilitate the proposed development.  It is 
considered reasonable that the payment of a contribution be required, in respect of 
public infrastructure and facilities benefiting development in the area of the planning 
authority and that is provided, or that is intended will be provided, by or on behalf of the 
Local Authority.

 
22. Before the development is commenced, the developer shall lodge with the South 
Dublin County Council a cash deposit of € 7,229 (seven thousand two hundred and 
twenty nine euro) (updated to the appropriate rate at the date of commencement of 
development in accordance with changes in the Tender Price Index), or a bond of an 
Insurance Company of € 11,413 (eleven thousand  four hundred and thirteen euro) 
(updated to the appropriate rate at the date of commencement of development in 
accordance with changes in the Tender Price Index), or other security to secure the 
provision and satisfactory completion and maintenance to taking-in-charge standard of 
roads, footpaths, sewers, watermains, drains, public lighting, open spaces and other 
services required in connection with the development. 

 
REASON: To ensure the satisfactory completion of the development.

 
Note 1: The applicant/developer is advised that under the provisions of Section 34 (13) 
of the Planning and Development Act 2000 a person shall not be entitled solely by reason 
of a permission to carry out any development.

 
In the event of a decision to refuse permission, the following reason would apply:

 
The proposed development, which includes 1,661 sq.m gross floor area of  office use 
would be in excess of the maximum area for office use permitted on sites subject to the 
'A' zoning objective, where the South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004 - 
2010 states that  "...Offices over 1,000 sq.m are not permitted within this zoning 
objective…".  Therefore it is considered that the proposed development by virtue of the 
scale of proposed use would constitute a material contravention of the zoning objective, 
which seeks "to which seeks to protect and/or improve residential amenity".  

 
RESOLUTION


It is necessary for the passing of a resolution deciding to grant planning permission for a 
development which would materially contravene the County Development Plan that the 
number of members of the Council voting in favour of the resolution be not less than 
three quarters of the total number of members of the Council (fractions being 
disregarded).  In the case of this Council the number required to vote in favour of the 
resolution must not be less than 19.

 
It is recommended that in the interests of the proper planning and sustainable 
(6)(a) 
(iv) of the Planning and Development Act 2000:-

 
“That a decision be made to grant planning permission in respect of the application for 
planning permission Reg. Ref. SD08A/0163 for the refurbishment, re roofing and change 
of use of Rathcoole House, a Protected Structure, from residential to corporate 
headquarters/office, to provide c.288sq.m. of office space over 3 floors, within the 
building the construction of c.1038sq.m. of new office space to the west/southwest over 
two floors and a link between the existing and proposed buildings. The development 
also includes the demolition of a lean to structure on the north-eastern corner of the 
existing building. The new extension will also accommodate toilets,plant areas, storage, 
boiler room and kitchen.. Rathcoole House is 3 storey at Main Street level (north) and 2 
storey to the south.  The development also includes the construction of a glazed atrium 
space of c.90sq.m. at Main Street/ground level, vehicular access/egress, 20 no. car 
parking spaces at ground level, podium level garden area at existing first floor level, and 
all ancillary site development works and services. at Rathcoole House, Rathcoole, Co. 
Dublin for Kevin Mc Nulty as a material 
contravention of the South Dublin County 
Council Development Plan 2004-2010 subject 
to the conditions as set out in the report 
of the County Manager.”

 

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors J. Daly and D. 
Corrigan.

Mr. T. Doherty responded to the Members’ queries. He then read the resolution  required if the Material Contravention is to be passed and reiterated that the number of members of the Council voting in favour of the resolution be not less than three quarters of the total number of members of the Council (fractions being disregarded).  In the case of this Council the number required to vote in favour of the resolution must not be less than 19.
A roll call the vote was then held and the result was as follows:

FOR :  22 (TWENTY-TWO)
Councillors M. Ardagh, C. Brophy, M. Corr, D. Corrigan, S. Crowe, J. Daly, T. Delaney, T. Gilligan, J. Hannon, C. Jones, C. Keane, D. Keating, C. King, E. Maloney, T. McDermott, J. Neville, S. O’Connor, G. O’Connell, T. Ridge, E. Tuffy, E. Walsh and K. Warren.

AGAINST:  
0 (NIL)
ABSENT: 
4  (FOUR) 
Councillors P. Cosgrave, R. Dowds, J. Lahart, M. Murphy

The following resolution was PASSED unamimously:
“That a decision be made to grant planning permission in respect of the application for planning permission Reg. Ref. SD08A/0163 for the refurbishment, re roofing and change of use of Rathcoole House, a Protected Structure, from residential to corporate headquarters/office, to provide c.288sq.m. of office space over 3 floors, within the building the construction of c.1038sq.m. of new office space to the west/southwest over two floors and a link between the existing and proposed buildings. The development also includes the demolition of a lean to structure on the north-eastern corner of the existing building. The new extension will also accommodate toilets,plant areas, storage, boiler room and kitchen.. Rathcoole House is 3 storey at Main Street level (north) and 2 storey to the south.  The development also includes the construction of a glazed atrium space of c.90sq.m. at Main Street/ground level, vehicular access/egress, 20 no. car parking spaces at ground level, podium level garden area at existing first floor level, and all ancillary site development works and services..
of the South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004-2010 subject to the conditions as set out in the report of the County Manager.”
(C/0893/08)

TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (1) -7TH OCTOBER 2008 
- DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0894/08)
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 14TH OCTOBER 2008 
 - DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - APPLICATION FOR GRANTS), PARKS, ENVIRONMENT AND HOUSING 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
Community Business:
“
Arts Contribution

An application for a contribution in the amounts set out hereunder is recommended 
for approval:-

	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application
	Amount

	Felicity Finlay
	Towards cost of exhibiting paintings
	29/8/08
	€400

	Donna McGee
	Towards cost of her first solo exhibition
	10/9/08
	€300



 It was proposed by Councillor M. Ardagh, seconded by Councillor T. 
 
 
McDermott and RESOLVED:


“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the 
contributions as recommended in the foregoing report.”


It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott, seconded by Councillor M. Corr       and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2) 14th October 2008 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0895/08)     TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 20TH OCTOBER 2008
- DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT- APPLICATION FOR GRANTS), PARKS, ENVIRONMENT AND HOUSING  
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
Community Business

“Application for Grants

Applications for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community 
Grants Scheme 
have been received from the organisations listed below. 
Payment of these grants, in 
accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, 
is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	GF1789
	St. Kevin’s Family Resource Centre Ltd.,
	Volunteer Training Grant
	08/09/08
	€1,000

	GF1790
	St. Aengus Active Retirement Club
	Community Activity Grant (Including Sport Activity
	09/09/08
	€500

	GF1794
	Thomas Davis GAA
	Community Activity Grant (Including Sport Activity)
	17/09/08
	€500

	GF1725
	Tallaght Community Council
	Countywide Community Activity Event with a Countywide Interest.
	23/04/08
	€3,000


 
	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	GF1803
	Equal Access CDP
	Upgrading of Single Interest Facilities
	09/10/08
	€9,000

	GF1718
	Springfield Scout Group
	Upgrading of Single Interest Facilities
	08/04/08
	€8,000

	GF1735
	West Tallaght Resource Centre
	Community Activity Grant Including Sport Activity
	20/05/08
	€500

	GF1690
	Black Panther Kickboxing Club
	Equipment Grant
	01/02/08
	€3,000

	GF1749
	Swiftbrook Residents Association
	Environmental Improvements Grant
	30/06/08
	€500

	GF1750
	Swiftbrook Residents Association
	Community Activity Grant Including Sport Activity
	30/06/08
	€500

	GF1751
	Swiftbrook Residents Association
	Start Up Costs for Community Groups
	30/06/08
	€1,000

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



Application for Grant (Arts Act 2003)


Application for  grants under the Council’s Arts Scheme has been received from 
he 
organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of 
the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	Agf667
	South Dublin Co Tourism
	Grant towards Hallowfest Programme
	1/10/08
	€4000

	Agf664
	Artsbase Tallaght Promotion Project
	Towards photography exhibition
	17/9/08
	€800



It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and 
RESOLVED

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council  APPROVE the 
grants as recommended in the foregoing report”.



It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney     and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee (1) 20th October 2008 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0896/08)
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 28TH OCTOBER 2008      
- DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT (1 REPORT - PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT AT SAGGART ARMS, CO. DUBLIN - HANNAH HOMES LTD - PLANNING REG REF SD06A/0636) AND CORPORATE SERVICES 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
Development Business
“
Report on proposed development at Saggart Arms, Saggart, Dublin 24 – 

Hannah Homes Ltd – Planning Reg Ref SD06A/0636

At the meeting of the County Council held on 9th June 2008 a report on the proposed 
disposal of two strips of Council owned land adjacent to the above proposed 
development at Saggart Village was presented to the members of the Council for 
consideration. Following discussion on the proposal the members resolved that the 
disposal NOT be carried out and it was agreed that alternative proposals to facilitate this 
development would be examined and a further report would be brought to the Tallaght 
Area Committee in due course - Minute No (C/0261/08) refers.


An application was subsequently received from Des Nolan and Seamus Murphy, Directors 
of Hannah Homes Ltd to consider other proposals to facilitate the development of the 
site.


The matter has been re-examined and it is now proposed to enter into an alternative 
agreement with the applicants to facilitate their development, which will not involve the 
transfer or lease of any Council owned lands.


The following terms have now been accepted by the applicants: 


 1.
(i)    That  a right of way be granted to the applicants  over a strip of land at 


Saint Mary’s Park along the southern boundary of the applicants’ site as shown 


shaded in yellow on Indicative Drawing No. FOR 230 which area will 



consist only of a footpath which is to be constructed by the applicants in 



accordance with Term No 3(i) hereunder. 


 
 (ii)    That a right of way be granted to the applicants along the line of the 


existing footpath at the Village Green and over the adjacent areas as 



shown 
shaded in yellow on 
Indicative Drawing No. FOR 230 to access the 


proposed development and related ESB 
sub-station.  The existing 



footpath to be upgraded to a cobblestone finish which is to be 




constructed by the applicants in accordance with term No. 3(ii) 




hereunder

2.       That the consideration payable by the Applicants to the Council shall be in the 


sum of €260,000 (two hundred and sixty thousand euro)  payable in one lump 


sum on 
the signing of the building licence to be issued in accordance with term 


no 3 hereunder.


3.      
 That the Council shall grant to the applicants a building licence for the area 


outlined in blue on Indicative Drawing No. FOR 230 to enable the applicants to 


carry out the following works (at the applicants’ own expense): 



(i)  A footpath on Council land adjoining the southern boundary of the 



applicants’  site 
which fronts onto St Mary’s Park.



(ii)   A footpath with cobblestone finish on Council land on the eastern side of the 

applicants’ site on the line of the existing footpath through the Village Green 


together with the access areas to the proposed development and related ESB 


sub-
station, as shown shaded in yellow on Indicative Drawing No. FOR 230.



(iii)  Car parking spaces on Council land adjoining the southern boundary of the 


applicants’ site which fronts onto St Mary’s Park together with a high quality 


landscaped area between the parking spaces and the footpath.



(iv)  That full details of the above works shall be agreed with the Council prior to 


commencement and the completion of legal formalities.  In particular care will 


be taken to preserve the existing trees along the eastern side of the site.



(v)  The building licence agreement will also be subject to the following terms 


and conditions:


4·        That the above-mentioned work and other works (if any) to be carried out are 


completed to the satisfaction of the Council’s Roads and Parks Departments.


5·        That the works on the Council land are carried out within a timeframe that is 


satisfactory to the Council. This timeframe will be agreed with the Council 


prior to the signing of the building licence.


6·        That the applicants will indemnify the Council against any claims as a result of 


their and  their contractors use, occupation of, or works on the Council 



land during the 
period of the licence agreement.


7.       That on satisfactory completion of the works in accordance with the building 


licence as certified by the Council’s Roads and Parks Departments, the Council 


will grant the Applicants a right of way as outlined at (1) above . 


8.       That the applicants or their successors in title will not be permitted to erect any 


permanent buildings on the area of the right of way.


Following a discussion to which Councillors. C. Jones, J. Daly, K. Warren, M. Murphy and 
E. Maloney contributed , Mr. J. Browne, Administrative Officer, responded to queries 
raised.  


A roll call vote was taken with the following results:

For:                 Councillors C. Jones, E. Maloney and K. Warren


Against:          Councillors J. Daly, M. Murphy and J. Neville


An Cathaoirleach Councillor C. Jones gave the casting vote and declared that the report 
to issue to the next meeting of the County Council”
It was agreed to take Motion No. 14 in the name of Councillor J. Daly at this point:
Motion 14

That this Council direct the Manager not to grant a right of way on proposed development at Saggart Arms, Saggart, Co. Dublin - Hannah Homes Ltd. - Planning Reg. Ref. SD06A/0636.

Councillor J. Daly informed the meeting of his intended amendment to this motion as follows:

The amended motion proposed by Councillor J. Daly, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and agreed:
“That under Section 138 of the Local Government Act, 2001, this Council resolves to direct the manager to formally inform the elected council of the manner in which he proposes to act in relation to the granting of a right of way relating to a proposed development at Saggart Arms, Saggart, Co. Dublin - Hannah Homes Ltd. - Planning Reg. Ref. SD06A/0636.”

At this point the Manager confirmed his intention to grant the Right of Way at 
Saggart Arms to Hannah Homes and outlined his proposals for the use of the 
consideration of €260,000 in the footpath programme for 2009. 

Councillor J. Daly indicated that he proposed to submit a motion under S 139 of the Local Government Act, 2001 which if resolved would direct the manager not to grant a right of way relating to a proposed development at Saggart Arms, Saggart, Co. Dublin - Hannah Homes Ltd. - Planning Reg. Ref. SD06A/0636.

The Manager committed to facilitate a meeting between local residents groups, 
elected members and management in the coming weeks to clarify the proposal so 
that members can review situation and he indicated that he wished the matter to 
be resolved in any event no later than at the December Council meeting.

T
he recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee (2) 28th October 2008 – Development Department was NOTED.
(C/0897/08)
LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 15TH OCTOBER 2008 
   - DEALING WITH  PLANNING, ROADS, DEVELOPMENT & CORPORATE SERVICES  
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
(C/0898/08)
LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 29TH OCTOBER 2008 

DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - APPLICATION FOR GRANTS), PARKS, ENVIRONMENT AND HOUSING 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
Community Business

“Applications for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been 
received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance 
with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is 
recommended for approval:

	Ref:
	Group         
	Type of Application  
	Date of Application  
	Amount  

	GF1797
	Speisialta, St. John’s Crescent, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.
	Equipment Grant 
	23/09/08
	€2,700

	GF1791
	Rowlagh Women’s Group, Aras Rualach, Neilstown Road, Dublin 22.
	Grant for Community Centre Based I.T. Infrastructure
	09/09/08
	€4,300


Application for Grant (Arts Act 2003)


Application for  grants under the Council’s Arts Scheme has been 
received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these 
grants, in 
accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out 
hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	AGF 666
	Quarryvale Rock Cafe
	Grant towards cost of networking arts events.
	26/09/08
	€1,225


Contribution (Arts Act 2003) 

 


A Contribution is being made to the following group:-

	Group
	Type of Application
	Date of Application
	Amount

	U3A (University of Third Age)
	Contribution towards cost of presenting a visual arts exhibition
	22/08/08
	€500



It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating and seconded by Councillor Ridge 
and 
RESOLVED:


“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County APPROVE 
the grants as 
recommended in the foregoing report”.


It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor  T. Ridge      and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2) 29th October 2008 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0899/08)
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (1) – 4TH NOVEMBER 2008

DEALING WITH ROADS (1 REPORT – NAMING OF ROUNDABOUTS), PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & CORPORATE SERVICES
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
Roads Business

“
At the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting held on 4th November, 2008 the 
following Motion was PASSED:-

"That the Committee agrees that each roundabout in the area ought to have a name to 
facilitate visitors seeking directions and to build a sense of community identity and to 
proceed with such a scheme without delay and without the need of consultants."


REPORT:

A report on the naming of roundabouts is being prepared by the Traffic Section and 
is due to be presented to the next meeting of the Transportation Strategic Policy 
Committee.


It is intended to produce a draft version of this report in early December '08 to allow for 
consultation with the Elected Members.  A recommendation would then follow to the 
Council from the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee.”

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor  T. Delaney      and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (1) 4th November 2008 – Roads Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0900/08)

TRANSPORTATION STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE – (i) REPORT OF MEETING, 6TH NOVEMBER 2008, (ii) MINUTES OF TRANSPORTATION STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING OF  4TH SEPTEMBER 2008.

(i)
“Report of Meeting, 6th November 2008.

1.         Confirmation of Minutes                       


Minutes of Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 4th September 
2008 were confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.


2.          Presentation on cycling in South Dublin 


Mr D. Ryan, Senior Engineer made a presentation on the position in relation to 
the extensive cycling provisions throughout the county. 


Following discussion and questions from Cllr. S O’Connor, Cllr C. Keane, Cllr T. 
Ridge and Ms D. Quinn, Mr D. Ryan and Mr. F. Coffey replied to the queries 
raised.


The presentation was NOTED.


3.
Presentation on Traffic Control & Monitoring System & Automatic 
Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) System



Mr. A O’Mullane, Senior Executive Engineer made a detailed presentation on the 
position in relation to the Council’s Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) 
System 
and its day to day operation.  The presentation also included details in 
relation to the Council’s MOVA (Microprocessor Operated Vehicle Actuated) traffic 
management system.


Following discussion and questions from Cllr P. Cosgrave, Cllr. D. Keating, Cllr. C. 
Keane, Cllr. T. Ridge, Cllr S. O’Connor and Cllr. K. Warren, Mr. O’Mullane and Mr. 
Coffey responded to the queries raised.


The presentation was NOTED.


4.
Presentation on Aerodromes – South Dublin 

An Cathaoirleach, Cllr. K. Warren indicated that as the time assigned for the 
meeting has almost expired, that she was proposing to defer the presentation on 
this matter to the next meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee.


5.
Any Other Business – Recommendation 


The following recommendation, proposed by Cllr. T. Ridge, seconded by Cllr. S. 
O’Connor was approved:

“That a review be brought on the difficulties on access and egress at Tay Lane following on completion on 3rd lane on M7 at this area, without particular reference to public safety and the need to deal urgently with the matter”



The meeting concluded at 7.00pm



____________________



______________



Cllr K. Warren 







Date 



Cathaoirleach”
The Report was NOTED.

(i) (ii)
 “Minutes of Transportation Strategic Policy Committee Meeting of

 4th September 2008.



Present:



Elected Members:
Councillor P. Cosgrave


Councillor D. Keating


Councillor S. O’Connor


Councillor K. Warren


Councillor T. Ridge 



Sectoral Interests:    Mr. J.Farren, Roadstone

                           

Ms. D. Quinn, Community Forum



Council Officials: 
Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transportation and County 

                           

Engineer   


Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer


Mr J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer




     

Mr. D. Ryan, Senior Engineer


Ms. H. Fallon, Senior Executive Engineer

                      

Ms. K. Gainford, Assistant Staff Officer (assigned)


Ms. S. Duffy, Environmental Health Officer 



An Cathaoirleach, Councillor K. Warren presided.



1.Confirmation of Minutes


Minutes of Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 8th May 2008 were 
confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.


2.Presentation on Draft Action Plan relating to the Assessment & Management of Environmental Noise 


Cllr K. Warren welcomed Ms Sarah Duffy, Environmental Health Officer to the 
meeting.  Ms Duffy made a presentation on the above Draft Action Plan relating 
to Assessment & Management of Environmental Noise.


Mr. F. Coffey followed on with a presentation on the position in relation to the 
Roads and Transportation issues.


Following discussion and questions from Cllr T. Ridge, Cllr D Keating and Cllr 
O’Connor. Ms S. Duffy and Mr. F. Coffey replied to the queries raised.


It was noted that further individual presentations would be made to each of the 
Area Committee Meetings in accordance with the normal arrangements.


The presentation was noted.

3. Report on European Mobility – 16th – 22nd September 
Mr P. Murphy gave an extensive summary of events which will take place during European Mobility Week (In Town without my car! Campaign).

The Members were circulated with the following summary on individual 
events to be held by South Dublin County Council during European Mobility Week:

· The official opening of a new cycleway

· The launch of tow new walking buses

· The closing of a road to traffic 

· The holding of a festival type event in this newly formed 
pedestrian friendly space

· The taking part in the Pedometer Challenge

· The holding of an online quiz 

· The promotion of a range of sustainable travel and 
transportation initiatives with the emphasis on fun and 
participation such as the “Smoothie Bike”.


Following discussion the queries raised by Cllr T. Ridge and Cllr P. 
Cosgrave were responded to by Mr Murphy.


The report was noted.


The meeting concluded at 7.00 p.m.


 _______________                               _______________

Councillor K. Warren                             Date

Chairperson”
The Minutes were NOTED.
(C/0901/08)
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
(C/0902/08) REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0903/08) QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor  M. Corr, seconded by Councillor  E. Maloney             and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 (f) Questions numbered Q1 – Q11 be 
ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
(C/0904/08)
PLAYGROUNDS

QUESTION:  Councillor S. Crowe
To ask the Manager will he outline the plans and locations he has selected for new playgounds in the County area?

REPLY: 

To date the Council has provided 13 playgrounds at appropriate locations within its 
parks.  


It is an objective of the Play Policy, adopted by the Council on 10th July 2006 to facilitate 
and support provision of appropriate, accessible and safe playgrounds and play areas for 
young people in South Dublin County. 


To achieve this, a 5 year programme for developing and implementing playgrounds and 
play spaces within regional and neighborhood parks has been prepared and adopted by 
the Council. This programme arises from Action 2 of the Play Policy.


In preparing this Programme the following criteria have been considered:

· Existing playground facilities in the area.

· Location of local Parks staff etc,

· Distribution of play facilities around the county.


A Playground at Sean Walsh Park is currently under construction.


It should also be noted that South Dublin County Council has been conditioning 
developers to provide playgrounds in new housing developments for some time. 
Playgrounds have already been provided through this mechanism at Adamstown Castle in 
Lucan and the Hunter’s Wood development in Ballycullen.


Members will be kept updated on progress.

(C/0905/08)
RAPID FUNDING

QUESTION:  Councillor R. Dowds
To ask the Manager in relation to RAPID funding

(a) Will South Dublin County Council continue to match Government funding?

(b) How much funding in total is expected for the next financial year:

      (i)  For North Clondalkin?

      (ii) For Tallaght?
 and how does this compare to the current financial year?

REPLY:

a)     The recently launched new RAPID Physical Environment Leverage Funding is the 
first of a four year programme to invest in RAPID areas around the Physical Environment 
Strategic Theme. The funding (€860,000) is 50% from DCRAGA and local authorities 
have been asked for 50% match funding. 


b)     Total funding for works to be identified is broken down as follows: 

        I.      North Clondalkin Physical Environment Leverage 


 

     Funding, €280,000

                    II.     West Tallaght Physical Environment Leverage Funding             

                                                    Fettercairn     €190,000 

                                                    Jobstown        €170,000

                                                     Killinarden      €220,000

        


The Council will now endeavour to identify matching funding in the context of budget 
preparations 2009.


Members will be kept informed of progress.


There have been a number of previous schemes with different funding processes 
operated by RAPID over 2 year cycle programme periods in recent years eg 2005/’06, 
 2007/ ’08 to cover programmes such as Local Authority Housing Estate Enhancement, 
Playground Provision and Traffic Enhancement.


(C/0906/08)

ILLEGAL DUMPING

QUESTION:  Councillor J. Lahart


To ask the Manager to report on any fines that have been issued for illegal dumping in the county including their locations?

REPLY:

The Council's records show that there have been 1803 fines issued for littering/illegal 
dumping since 1st January 2008. This overall figure can be broken down as follows:

Location                     Total Fines issued for littering/dumping since 1st January

Tallaght                                                                639

Clondalkin                                                             292

Lucan/Palmerstown                                            872

Total                                                                    1803



(C/0907/08)
BARRIER FREE TOLLING

QUESTION:  Councillor J. Lahart
To ask the Manager to provide a report on the operation of barrier-free tolling within the county since its introduction?

REPLY:

The council has no responsibility with regard to the new barrier free Toll scheme on the 
M50. It is the responsibility of the NRA and the matter will be referred to them for further 
reply.


(C/0908/08)
HOUSING LIST

QUESTION:  Councillor T. McDermott
To ask the Manager for a report that indicates the number of applicants on the housing list by Committee Area, the average time on the list, the number of applicants who have been on the list for 0 to 1 year, for 1 to 2 years, for 2 to 3 years and who have been on the list for more than 3 years. Would he also report on the number and length of time spend on the list by applicants who have been allocated houses in 2006, 2007 and 2008?

REPLY:

At present there are 5,563 applicants on the Council’s Housing List, the average time on 
the list is 5 years . However  in accordance with The Scheme of Letting Priorities  the 
Council's Medical Refree and/or Senior Social Worker  deal with priority  cases as a 
matter of urgency .  The breakdown of housing applicants by Committee Area is as 
follows, please note there are 856 applicants applying from outside the functional are of 
South Dublin County Council

	Area
	Nos. on List

	Clondalkin
	1415

	Lucan
	867

	Tallaght Central
	979

	Tallaght South
	1219

	Terenure / Rathfarnham
	227

	SDCC Total
	4707

	 
	 

	DCC area
	469

	DunLaoire/Rathdown
	36

	Fingal
	216

	Non Dublin
	135

	Total
	856



 Applicants have been on the list for the following periods:- 

	Years
	Nos. on List

	Less than 1 year
	1148

	1 – 2
	1325

	2 – 3
	1150

	3 +
	1940

	Total
	5563



The period of time applicants housed 2006- 2008  to date spent on the housing list is as 
follows:-
  

	Year
	Average Time on List
	Nos. housed from list  

	2006
	5
	470

	2007
	5
	501

	2008 to date
	5
	400

	Overall Average
	5 years
	 



(C/0909/08)
LITTER FINES

QUESTION:  Councillor M. Murphy
To ask the Manager could he provide the figures for Litter Fines issues each of the past 5 years including this year to date?
REPLY:

The number of Litter Fines issued were as follows:

· 2004: 1,179 fines 

· 2005: 1,051 fines 

· 2006: 680 fines 

· 2007: 1,141 fines 

· 2008: 2,318 fines (to end Sept)


The introduction of CCTV at vulnerable locations has played a significant role in 
increasing the level of litter fines issued and it is intended to continue this practice in a 
bid to reduce litter in the county.  In addition the serving of notices in relation to 
dumping and graffiti is being prioritised.


(C/0910/08)
M50 AND N4

QUESTION:  Councillor G. O’Connell
To ask the Manager to have all the new signs on the M50 and N4 checked  out to ensure that they are accurate and give ample and adequate notice to drivers in relation to traffic lanes and that they do not contribute to dangerous and hazardous manoeuvres as quite a number of motorists have been observed reversing in traffic in order to switch to the lane (they should have been on) and to have the Irish version checked for accuracy and grammar?

REPLY:

The signage provided at these locations is in accordance with the traffic signs manual.

A review of the signage will be undertaken.

(C/0911/08)
REFUSE BINS

QUESTION:  Councillor G. O’Connell
To ask the Manager if there have been many complaints about the proposed new tagging system for refuse bins and if it is intended to provide a more comprehensive and detailed explanation to the public on how it is to operate.  Constituents have complained that the announcement was made without any consultation or without adequate explanation as to how it will operate and some people report that they did not get any confirmation (as promised) even though they put out their bin twice (when they did not get feedback as expected) as requested.  Can the Manager make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:

As with any mass mail shot there has been a number of queries from customers about 
the registration phase currently underway for the "Pay As You Go" automated advance 
credit system for waste collection charges. In all, from the 83,000 Customers issued with 
Mail shot material the Council have received 5,000 enquiries in relation to the system, 
the majority being related to matters of clarification regarding address and customer 
detail changes, clarification regarding the registration process/instructions and a small 
number of enquiries regarding how Customers will use the system.  


It should be noted that at this stage there has not yet been any change to the collection 
system.  Customers have only been required to put a label on their bins to facilitate our 
teams connecting a bin to a customer.  This is he first stage in enabling customers to 
manage their accounts.  The exact mechanisms that will be in place will be detailed to 
customers closer to implementation to ensure that there are no gaps in the process.  We 
will be in touch with all customers over the coming weeks to detail exactly how the 
system will work prior to its actual introduction. Following on from queries received from 
customers a list of Frequently Asked Questions has been developed and is available 
on the Council website.  If there are any other queries on this they can be directed to 
staff in the Environmental Services Department.


As has been stated in all of the literature (mailshot material, press 
coverage or advertisements for the Registration process) Customers will be given more 
detailed information as to how the system will work, the locations and methods for 
purchasing credit, accessing their information and using Internet access etc in due 
course and in advance of the introduction of the credit system. This is a complex project 
where a number of aspects of the system are being progressed in parallel in order that 
the new system can be up an running in the shortest possible time-frame. 


A pack containing the full and comprehensive detail about the system, including PIN and 
log-on 
details, will be issued to all Customers prior to the commencement of the new 
system. The priority for the moment is to get all bins registered and to finalise the 
system configurations. At this stage approximately 57% of Customers have had their bins 
registered.


Postcard acknowledgements have been sent to customers that have been registered and 
this will continue over the next couple of weeks as the registration phase is finalised.


(C/0912/08)
HOUSING FOR OLDER PEOPLE

QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy
To ask the Manager for an updated report on the Council's projects to provide supported housing for older persons during the last four years?

REPLY:

Jobstown Village Core Tallaght  and Liscarne   Senior Citizens 
Complex, 
Clondalkin.

The wide range of support services available from the Liscarne Complex are available to 
the residents of Neilstown Village Court and the wider community of Clondalkin.  Services 
provided include subsidized meals, social/recreation   and medical support.  The Liscarne 
Complex has been short-listed for the National Pride of Place Competition due to take 
place in Waterford 8th November 08. 


The Council’s housing stock comprises of 740 single person units which includes the 
following cluster of senior citizen specific accommodation which continue to be prioritized 
for upgrading on an ongoing basis subject to finance  being available.


Lucan 


Airlie Heights                                    11 Units                                           


Arthur Griffith Court                           8 Units


St Finians Avenue                              18 Units


Esker Drive                                        2 Units


Sarsfields Close                                16 Units


Clondalkin

Kilmahuddrick Crescent                     17 Units


Melrose Park                                     7 Units


Lealand Avenue                                 10 Units


Lindisfarne Grove                             11 Units


Lindisfarne Lawns                             15 Units


Liscarne Complex                             74 Units


Neilstown Village Court                     11 Units


Oldchurch Drive                                11 Units


Tallaght  South

Balrothery Estate                               12 Units


Brookview Terrace                            8 Units


Jobstown Village Square                  10 Units


Pairc Mhuire                                     4 Units


Rathlawns                                         4 Units


Tallaght Central

Limekiln Green                                 16 Units


St. Maelruans Park                            4 Units


Tymon North Court                           11 Units


Tymon North Place                           15 Units


Tymonville Park                                5 Units


Terenure/Rathfarnham

Willbrook                                           4 Units


Under Part V of the Local Government Planning and Development Act, 2000 as amended 
the Council is acquiring the following sheltered housing projects in conjunction with 
Housing Associations/developers:

	Location
	Housing Association
	Proposed Units
	Current Position

	Whitestown Way
	Fold Housing Association
	35
	These units are due for completion in  2008 and will be managed by Fold Housing Association (Ireland) limited and subject to Part V negotiations.

	Cherryville, New Road Clondalkin
	 To be determined
	9
	These units are due for completion in 2008 

	College Drive, Terenure
	 Fold Housing Association
	23 + caretakers unit
	 Subject to Part V Negotiations



A draft Financial Contributions Scheme similar to that which is operated by Dublin City 
Council is currently being finalized with a view to bringing a report to the meeting of the 
Housing SPC early in 2009. The scheme is targeted at senior citizens throughout the 
county who are home owners, who may be over-accommodated in their own homes and 
because of age/infirmary, are no longer able to maintain their homes and garden.  The 
scheme provides that such applicants may apply to SDCC to purchase their family home 
on condition that a percentage of the proceeds from the sale of the house be paid to the 
Council in exchange for a life-long tenancy of sheltered accommodation. It is envisaged 
that such a scheme would provide an important mechanism for sourcing family type 
houses for letting by the Council while responding to the needs of our elderly community 
through the provision of sheltered accommodation.


The Council will also continue to promote the improved use of its own rented housing 
stock through facilitating, where possible, existing elderly Council tenants wishing to 
surrender larger units of accommodation in return for housing in smaller units of 
accommodation more suited to their needs.  


The terms of the Capital Assistance Scheme for voluntary housing projects, funded by 
the DoEHLG, through the local authorities allow for up to 25% of the accommodation in 
a VHA project being allocated to elderly emigrants returning to this country from abroad 
who satisfy the required eligibility criteria. The scheme is facilitated by the Safe Home 
Programme based in Mulranny Co. Mayo in respect of which a presentation was made to 
the Housing SPC earlier this year.


(C/0913/08)
HOUSEHOLD WASTE

QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy
To ask the Manager if he will have regard to complaints from a number of areas about the advance information provided on measures recently taken to enforce some aspects of the bye-laws relating to the presentation of household waste, and if he will report on publicity measures planned to inform householders when any additional monitoring is to be implemented, particularly in regard to the allowed materials to be placed in the different types of bins?
REPLY:

The South Dublin County Council Storage, Presentation and Collection of 
Household Waste Bye-Laws 2007 were adopted by this Council in November 2007.  
Following this and up to August 2008, Litter Wardens have been carrying out a 
Countywide "on-the-ground" awareness campaign, notifying householders where 
breaches of the Bye-Laws have occurred.  In addition, a notice advising of the 
introduction of the bye-laws was prominently displayed on the website.  Experience has 
shown, not just in South Dublin, that eliminating over-packed and open bins as well as 
additional materials left alongside bins significantly reduces litter and this is particuarly so 
as we enter into the winter months.


 Since a more rigid enforcement of the bye-laws commenced in late August to heighten 
awareness, there have been various queries from both Members and the public about the 
bye-laws.  In acknowledgement of this, there will be a concerted campaign on our 
website and using local media other avenues to ensure that the general public's 
awareness is increased.


(C/0914/08)
LOCAL GOVERNMENT FUNDING

QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy
To ask the Manager if he can provide comparative figures, for a number of local authorities including South Dublin, Fingal, Dublin City and Dun Laoghaire/Rathdown , for the amount of the Local Government Grant for 2009 per resident in the administrative areas of the local authorities, so as to enable members to assess the degree to which South Dublin is being treated, in terms of equity, compared to other cities and counties?
	Local Authority Name
	2009 Allocation
	% Decrease from 2008
	2009 LGF per head of pop
	2008 Allocation
	2008 LGF per head of pop
	
	93% 2008 Grant across the board
	€5,976,110 Equalisation for 2009

	Sth Dublin 
	County Council
	€25,496,895
	-6.9%
	€103
	€27,396,258
	€111
	
	€25,478,520
	€18,375

	Louth 
	County Council
	€13,148,521
	-6.6%
	€118
	€14,070,960
	€126
	
	€13,085,992
	€62,529

	Galway
	City Council
	€9,124,005
	-6.9%
	€126
	€9,795,964
	€135
	
	€9,110,247
	€13,758

	Fingal 
	County Council
	€31,415,713
	-6.9%
	€131
	€33,756,001
	€141
	
	€31,393,081
	€22,633

	Clare 
	County Council
	€15,378,399
	-6.7%
	€139
	€16,476,569
	€149
	
	€15,323,209
	€55,191

	Kildare 
	County Council
	€26,610,812
	-5.6%
	€143
	€28,176,862
	€151
	
	€26,204,482
	€406,330

	Cork 
	County Council
	€53,426,741
	-6.9%
	€148
	€57,368,547
	€159
	
	€53,352,749
	€73,992

	Wicklow 
	County Council
	€20,584,730
	-6.3%
	€163
	€21,974,808
	€174
	
	€20,436,571
	€148,158

	Wexford 
	County Council
	€21,990,111
	-6.1%
	€167
	€23,425,682
	€178
	
	€21,785,884
	€204,227

	Meath 
	County Council
	€28,518,941
	-5.9%
	€175
	€30,297,653
	€186
	
	€28,176,818
	€342,124

	Waterford 
	City Council
	€8,332,207
	-6.8%
	€182
	€8,941,951
	€195
	
	€8,316,015
	€16,192

	Dublin 
	City Council
	€97,858,944
	-6.8%
	€193
	€105,039,762
	€208
	
	€97,686,978
	€171,966

	Limerick 
	County Council
	€25,691,248
	-6.5%
	€195
	€27,483,240
	€209
	
	€25,559,413
	€131,835

	Kerry 
	County Council
	€27,336,897
	-6.2%
	€195
	€29,139,561
	€208
	
	€27,099,792
	€237,105

	D.Laoire/Rathdown 
	County Council
	€38,400,825
	-6.9%
	€198
	€41,261,666
	€213
	
	€38,373,349
	€27,476

	Limerick 
	City Council
	€11,418,303
	-6.9%
	€217
	€12,258,639
	€233
	
	€11,400,534
	€7,769

	Cork 
	City Council
	€26,621,735
	-6.2%
	€223
	€28,383,759
	€238
	
	€26,396,896
	€224,839

	Offaly 
	County Council
	€16,226,526
	-5.8%
	€229
	€17,222,857
	€243
	
	€16,017,257
	€209,270

	Kilkenny 
	County Council
	€20,685,770
	-6.1%
	€236
	€22,021,918
	€252
	
	€20,480,384
	€205,386

	Galway 
	County Council
	€38,114,833
	-6.2%
	€239
	€40,632,067
	€255
	
	€37,787,822
	€327,011

	Carlow 
	County Council
	€12,306,154
	-6.6%
	€244
	€13,171,854
	€262
	
	€12,249,824
	€56,330

	Westmeath 
	County Council
	€21,311,238
	-6.2%
	€269
	€22,711,775
	€286
	
	€21,121,951
	€189,287

	Laois
	County Council
	€18,164,790
	-6.2%
	€271
	€19,360,800
	€289
	
	€18,005,544
	€159,247

	Monaghan 
	County Council
	€15,596,332
	-6.1%
	€279
	€16,610,930
	€297
	
	€15,448,164
	€148,167

	Donegal 
	County Council
	€41,475,164
	-5.9%
	€282
	€44,097,787
	€299
	
	€41,010,941
	€464,223

	South Tipperary 
	County Council
	€23,546,512
	-6.0%
	€283
	€25,062,115
	€301
	
	€23,307,767
	€238,745

	Sligo 
	County Council
	€17,563,001
	-6.2%
	€288
	€18,731,673
	€308
	
	€17,420,456
	€142,545

	North Tipperary 
	County Council
	€19,249,645
	-6.0%
	€292
	€20,481,309
	€310
	
	€19,047,617
	€202,028

	Cavan
	County Council
	€19,458,247
	-6.0%
	€304
	€20,690,378
	€323
	
	€19,242,052
	€216,196

	Mayo 
	County Council
	€37,803,456
	-6.1%
	€305
	€40,257,276
	€325
	
	€37,439,267
	€364,190

	Waterford 
	County Council
	€22,792,535
	-6.0%
	€366
	€24,259,293
	€390
	
	€22,561,143
	€231,392

	Roscommon
	County Council
	€21,765,459
	-6.6%
	€370
	€23,308,308
	€397
	
	€21,676,727
	€88,733

	Longford 
	County Council
	€14,587,948
	-6.0%
	€424
	€15,522,985
	€451
	
	€14,436,376
	€151,571

	Leitrim
	County Council
	€15,313,468
	-6.2%
	€529
	€16,332,646
	€564
	
	€15,189,361
	€124,107

	Carlow 
	Town Council
	€1,892,279
	
	
	€2,029,952
	
	
	€1,887,855
	€4,424

	Cavan 
	Town Council
	€896,669
	
	
	€959,443
	
	
	€892,282
	€4,387

	Ennis 
	Town Council
	€2,543,446
	
	
	€2,730,208
	
	
	€2,539,093
	€4,353

	Kilrush 
	Town Council
	€669,258
	
	
	€714,415
	
	
	€664,406
	€4,852

	Fermoy
	Town Council
	€903,071
	
	
	€966,051
	
	
	€898,428
	€4,644

	Macroom 
	Town Council
	€650,415
	
	
	€695,502
	
	
	€646,817
	€3,598

	Mallow 
	Town Council
	€1,169,962
	
	
	€1,249,965
	
	
	€1,162,467
	€7,495

	Kinsale 
	Town Council
	€433,576
	
	
	€465,860
	
	
	€433,250
	€326

	Midleton 
	Town Council
	€591,835
	
	
	€633,077
	
	
	€588,762
	€3,073

	Youghal 
	Town Council
	€1,202,187
	
	
	€1,290,216
	
	
	€1,199,900
	€2,287

	Clonakilty 
	Town Council
	€646,972
	
	
	€693,955
	
	
	€645,378
	€1,594

	Cobh 
	Town Council
	€1,296,453
	
	
	€1,391,067
	
	
	€1,293,692
	€2,760

	Skibbereen
	Town Council
	€465,887
	
	
	€500,603
	
	
	€465,561
	€326

	Buncrana 
	Town Council
	€1,012,839
	
	
	€1,088,368
	
	
	€1,012,182
	€656

	Bundoran 
	Town Council
	€621,038
	
	
	€667,311
	
	
	€620,600
	€439

	Letterkenny 
	Town Council
	€1,215,860
	
	
	€1,306,455
	
	
	€1,215,003
	€857

	Ballinasloe
	Town Council
	€950,779
	
	
	€1,015,293
	
	
	€944,222
	€6,557

	Killarney 
	Town Council
	€1,927,436
	
	
	€2,055,205
	
	
	€1,911,341
	€16,095

	Listowel 
	Town Council
	€821,870
	
	
	€881,560
	
	
	€819,851
	€2,019

	Tralee 
	Town Council
	€3,389,945
	
	
	€3,642,477
	
	
	€3,387,504
	€2,442

	Athy 
	Town Council
	€793,148
	
	
	€842,149
	
	
	€783,198
	€9,950

	Naas 
	Town Council
	€1,533,822
	
	
	€1,626,320
	
	
	€1,512,477
	€21,345

	Longford
	Town Council
	€1,273,760
	
	
	€1,368,653
	
	
	€1,272,848
	€913

	Dundalk 
	Town Council
	€5,465,713
	
	
	€5,865,497
	
	
	€5,454,912
	€10,801

	Ballina 
	Town Council
	€1,686,959
	
	
	€1,793,779
	
	
	€1,668,215
	€18,745

	Castlebar 
	Town Council
	€1,071,870
	
	
	€1,151,720
	
	
	€1,071,099
	€771

	Westport 
	Town Council
	€887,610
	
	
	€953,737
	
	
	€886,975
	€635

	Kells 
	Town Council
	€519,192
	
	
	€556,770
	
	
	€517,796
	€1,396

	Navan 
	Town Council
	€601,415
	
	
	€645,495
	
	
	€600,310
	€1,105

	Trim 
	Town Council
	€601,799
	
	
	€645,050
	
	
	€599,896
	€1,902

	Carrickmacross
	Town Council
	€625,814
	
	
	€667,511
	
	
	€620,785
	€5,029

	Castleblaney 
	Town Council
	€512,538
	
	
	€547,412
	
	
	€509,093
	€3,445

	Clones 
	Town Council
	€602,512
	
	
	€641,474
	
	
	€596,571
	€5,941

	Monaghan 
	Town Council
	€1,224,191
	
	
	€1,314,915
	
	
	€1,222,871
	€1,320

	Nenagh 
	Town Council
	€1,178,464
	
	
	€1,263,607
	
	
	€1,175,154
	€3,309

	Templemore
	Town Council
	€680,615
	
	
	€726,943
	
	
	€676,057
	€4,559

	Thurles 
	Town Council
	€1,048,618
	
	
	€1,122,814
	
	
	€1,044,217
	€4,401

	Birr 
	Town Council
	€844,246
	
	
	€901,055
	
	
	€837,981
	€6,265

	Tullamore 
	Town Council
	€1,368,173
	
	
	€1,469,791
	
	
	€1,366,906
	€1,267

	Carrick-on-suir 
	Town Council
	€1,203,148
	
	
	€1,280,842
	
	
	€1,191,183
	€11,965

	Cashel 
	Town Council
	€707,471
	
	
	€755,812
	
	
	€702,905
	€4,566

	Tipperary 
	Town Council
	€900,467
	
	
	€963,818
	
	
	€896,351
	€4,116

	Dungarvan 
	Town Council
	€1,071,996
	
	
	€1,151,863
	
	
	€1,071,232
	€764

	Athlone 
	Town Council
	€1,981,130
	
	
	€2,127,156
	
	
	€1,978,256
	€2,875

	Enniscorthy 
	Town Council
	€1,276,663
	
	
	€1,371,601
	
	
	€1,275,589
	€1,074

	New Ross 
	Town Council
	€1,020,414
	
	
	€1,089,176
	
	
	€1,012,934
	€7,480

	Arklow 
	Town Council
	€1,689,157
	
	
	€1,800,934
	
	
	€1,674,869
	€14,289

	Bray 
	Town Council
	€4,681,851
	
	
	€5,016,875
	
	
	€4,665,694
	€16,158

	Wicklow 
	Town Council
	€1,703,090
	
	
	€1,825,214
	
	
	€1,697,449
	€5,641

	Kilkenny 
	Borough Council
	€1,956,052
	
	
	€2,097,952
	
	
	€1,951,095
	€4,957

	Drogheda 
	Borough Council
	€4,844,706
	
	
	€5,191,157
	
	
	€4,827,776
	€16,930

	Sligo 
	Borough Council
	€3,246,772
	
	
	€3,488,704
	
	
	€3,244,495
	€2,277

	Clonmel 
	Borough Council
	€3,405,515
	
	
	€3,640,466
	
	
	€3,385,633
	€19,882

	Wexford 
	Borough Council
	€2,427,102
	
	
	€2,605,561
	
	
	€2,423,171
	€3,931

	
	
	€857,316,108
	
	
	€915,723,852
	
	
	€851,623,182
	€5,682,926


(C/0915/08)
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0916/08)

PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE DWELLINGS AT 
SUNCROFT HALL AND BROADFIELD PARK, TALLAGHT
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Housing, and was CONSIDERED: 

“Under Section 94 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) 
South Dublin County Council prepared a Housing Strategy.  One of the key purposes of 
the strategy is to identify the overall need for affordable housing in the area of the 
County Development Plan and to ensure that South Dublin County Council provides for 
the development of affordable housing.  To date, the Council has been successful in 
acquiring affordable housing units for eligible applicants through:-


(a)  Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended)


(b)  The development of public private partnerships/joint ventures.


(c)   The Integrated Area Plans in tax designated areas.


The Property Path has sold 1280 affordable homes since the commencement of all 
programmes, under Part V, joint venture and affordable initiatives. 


To date 343 applications have been made in respect of the 121 purchases being made by 
the Affordable Homes Partnership in March 2007. To date 112 of these properties 
have closed. 


A new initative was launched IN August 2008 consisting of 134 properties in 
Newcastle.Adamstown, Lucan and Tallaght. An internet and newspaper promotional 
campaign is under way on these homes. To date 94 deposits have been placed on these 
properties.


In order to comply with the requirements of Section 211 of the Planning and 
Development Act, 2000 (as amended) and Section 183 of the Local Government 
Act, 2001 it is recommended that the Council dispose of 1 Property at Suncroft Park, 
Tallaght, Dublin 24  and 3 properties at Broadfield Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24 to the eligible 
applicants (schedule available at the meeting) in accordance with the affordable housing 

scheme as adopted by the Council in April 2003. 


The consent of the Council is sought for the disposal of these properties to eligible 
applicants. 


Joe Horan


County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and AGREED:

“That the Council dispose of 1 property at Suncroft Hall, Tallaght and 3 properties at Broadfield Park, Tallaght to the eligible applicants (schedule available at the meeting) in accordance with the affordable housing scheme as adopted by the Council in April 2003. “
(C/0917/08)
REPORT IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 6 OF THE HOUSING (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT 1992, ON THE GRANTING OF A CONTRACT FOR THE MANAGEMENT AND MAINTENANCE OF 100 COUNCIL  HOMES TO THE NORTH AND  EAST HOUSING ASSOCIATION.

The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Housing, and was CONSIDERED: 


“
The Council purchased 100 homes and, with the agreement of the Department of the 
Environment, Heritage and Local Government ,designated them as RAS homes ie to be 
used exclusively for the purposes of the Rental Accommodation Scheme.


They were allocated to 100 housing applicants in order of their position on the Council’s 
Housing List who were in receipt of Rent Supplement and were eligible for RAS.


An agreement has been negotiated with the North & East Housing Association 
whereby they will act as agents for the Council and will maintain the homes and manage 
the tenancies.


Under the terms of the agreement and in accordance with section 6(2)(b) of the Housing 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992, North & East will be paid €690.00 per unit per 
annum by the Council and will collect and retain the differential rent payable by the 
tenants. The amount of €690 may be varied from time to time to equate to the amount 
set as being payable to Voluntary Housing Bodies by Government regulation. The Council 
will be responsible for property insurances on the 100 properties and will pay the annual 
service charge in the case of apartments. The agreement will run for an initial period of 2 
years.


The contracting out of the management and maintenance to North & East has been 
agreed through the Partnership Committee with the Trade Union Group.


North & East will maintain the properties in strict accordance with the Council’s 
maintenance policy and standards and will charge rents the same as those that would be 
payable by the tenants under the Council’s Differential Scheme. They will be responsible 
for pursuing cases of arrears of rent and anti-social behaviour up to and including 
proceedings for repossession in strict accordance with the Council’s Rent Arrears and Anti 
Social Behaviour policies.


The North and East Housing Association have approved status under Section 5 of the 
Housing Act 1988 for the purposes of Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Act, 1992 ie to provide and manage voluntary and social housing.


The agreement of the terms and conditions for the engagement of a Voluntary Housing 
Body to manage and maintain Council owned housing stock is a reserved function as set 
out in Section 6(8) of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1992.


Accordingly it is hereby recommended that the Council agree to the engagement of The 
North and East Housing Association for the purpose and on the terms and conditions set 
out in the foregoing report. 

Link to NANDE Housing Assoc. website here” 



A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. Ridge, J. Neville, T. Gilligan, S. Crowe, S. O’Connor, M. Corr, J. Hannon, T. Ridge and J. Daly.

Mr. F. Nevin responded to the Members’ queries in relation to the RAS Scheme and agreed to give a  briefing to the full Council at the next County Council meeting or Housing SPC as appropriate.

It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott, seconded by Councillor R. Dowds     and AGREED:

“That the Council agree to the engagement of The North and East Housing Association for the purpose and on the terms and conditions set out in the foregoing report subject to review after one year. ”
(C/0918/08)
PROPOSED METROWEST ROUTE PROJECT - PUBLICATION OF DRAFT SUPPLEMENTARY DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTION SCHEME

The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. T. Doherty, Director of Planning, and was CONSIDERED: 


“Section 49 of the Planning and Development Acts 2000-2007 empowers a 
Planning Authority to levy supplementary development contribution(s) in respect of a
development proposal which will benefit as a result of significant public 
expenditure on 
major infrastructural projects, such as new rail infrastructure.


It is Government policy to seek to maximise such development contributions and 
the 
Railway Procurement Agency have requested South Dublin County Council to 
consider the implementation of a  Supplementary Development Contribution Scheme 
in respect of the proposed orbital Metro West route linking Tallaght Town Centre to 
Dublin Airport.


The South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004-2010 supports the 
improvement of public transport infrastructure in the County.


It also promotes the integration of land use planning with a high quality, 
sustainable and 
integrated transport system and seeks to ensure that the Metro 
West Project maximises 
opportunities for such integration. Section 11 of the 
Development Plan promotes 
increased densities of development in locations 
within walking distance of high quality 
public transport routes.


Paragraph 7.3.1 of the County Development Plan identifies “A new Metro light 
railway 
linking Dublin Airport, Blanchardstown, the Liffey Valley Centre, 
Clondalkin and Tallaght” 
as being among the planned improvements in public transport for the South Dublin 
County 
area set out in the DTO Strategy 2000-
2016 ‘A Platform for Change’.  This 
Project is identified as ‘Metro West’ in the November 2005 ‘Transport 21’ 
Government 
Investment Programme.


Metro West extends approximately 24.7km from a point to the west of Main 
Street,Tallaght, in the South Dublin County Council area to Metropark in the 
FingalCounty Council area linking Tallaght Town Centre with Dublin Airport.


In the South Dublin County area 7 No. stops are proposed at Tallaght East, Belgard, St Brigid’s, Clondalkin, Fonthill, Rowlagh & Liffey Valley.  2 No. additional future stops arealso proposed at Colbert’s Fort and Newlands.


The scheme will provide interchanges with existing Luas Red Line, the Citywest 
Luas, 
the Kildare Route at Fonthill in Clonburris (Heuston and Dart Interconnector), the 
proposed Lucan Luas at Quarryvale, the Maynooth line at Porterstown and Metro 
North and the airport at Metropark.


The connections provided by the Metro West scheme will greatly benefit the 
residents of South Dublin County Council by improving the connectivity of Town 
Centres 
and development areas effectively providing a new integrated transport 
network within 
the County making it easier to switch between different modes of transport and 
reducing reliance on the car.


Preparation of a statutory Section 49 Supplementary Development Contributions 
Scheme 
commenced in the summer of 2008 and the Planning Department commissioned 
an 
independent Economic Consultant with relevant experience to advise on setting the 
levy rate for the Scheme. It was determined that the levy set must meet a number of 
criteria.  These are:- 

· It must be set at a level that will raise revenue with a present value that 
is   adequate to finance in part construction of the infrastructure;

· The amount raised must be proportionate to the service that is provided 
by the Metro West Project;

· It must not inhibit the competitive position of South Dublin by diverting 
development  to other areas;

· The present value of the projected revenue must be an appropriate 
portion of the increase in property values that has been calculated.


The purpose of this report is to inform the County Council that in accordance with 
Section 49 of the Planning and Development Acts 2000-2007 (as amended), it is 
intended that formal public display of the proposed Supplementary Development 
Contribution Scheme for the Metro West Project will commence 
after the 10th November 
Council meeting and within a reasonable timescale thereof, i.e. during November 
2008. 


Area affected by Levy


An area lying within the boundaries of the River Liffey to the north, M50 
to the
east, 
Outer Ring Road to the west and the River Dodder from the M50 to the bridge at Old 
Bawn, the Firhouse Road West to the N81 to the Junction with the Outer Ring Road to 
the south is identified as the transportation corridor within which benefit 
will accrue to 
development.


The total area within the South Dublin County Council functional area, to which the 
Scheme relates, comprises 3,500 hectares.  Approximately 
60% of 
this area is 
already developed, principally for housing, roads, public open 
space and employment 
uses.  Parts of this area may be 
suitable for future redevelopment.


Cost of Infrastructure and percentage of cost which is applicable to South 
Dublin County Council


In a letter to South Dublin County Council dated 29th of August 2008  the RPA  state’. the 
current estimate for the project suggests that the capital cost will be in excess of €1 
billion in 2008 prices.’


In the same correspondence the RPA further state ‘..it is the policy of the RPA to 
secure 
private contributions to the project of at least 50% of the total capital cost. Private 
contributions primarily comprise levies accrued under SDCS’.


The scheme passes through Fingal County Council and South Dublin County Council.  
The total length of the route is circa 24.7km (Tallaght East – Metropark).  The length 
of the route in the South Dublin County Council area is 
10.1km.  On the basis of the 
above it is estimated that 41% of the overall cost of the scheme will arise in the 
South 
Dublin, administrative area. 


Taking these factors into account, an estimate of €410 million (capital cost) for the part 
of the route in South Dublin has been made.  Given that the RPA has indicated that at 
least 50% of the total capital cost should be raised by the SDCS, a target figure of 
€205m is proposed for the SDCS in the South Dublin County area.


Optimum Rate of Levy 


The research indicates that the levy applied must be such that an appropriate portion of 
the value that is created accrues as revenue. On the basis of other schemes and research 
carried out, this should be in the region of 18% to 20% of the value identified. Table 1 
shows the % of value created by existing schemes ranged between 8% on Metro North 
Dublin City and 25% on Metro North Fingal.


Table 1
Comparison with Other Projects
	Project
	Benefits

€m
	Revenue Captured  €m
	%

	Metro North Fingal
	2,100
	525
	25

	Metro North

Dublin City
	1,400
	113
	8

	Kildare Route
	389
	57.5
	15

	Glenamuck DD Road
	802
	143
	18



Given the requirement to raise at least 50% of the cost of the scheme above and 
the requirement to capture 18% of the value created, the optimum rate of levy 
should 
capture between €205 and €236 million. 


Proposed Rate of Contribution


The Scheme sets out the basis for the determination of the contributions which 
are 
payable and indicates the amount of the contribution per residential unit or 
per 
square metre retail/commercial of each class of development. These are as 
follows;


Table 2
Contribution Rates in 2008 Prices

	Category
	Rate



	Residential
	€3,000 per unit

	Commercial
	€50 per m2

	Retail
	€65 per m2



The overall value of the scheme following adjustment for exemptions in relation 
to 
social/affordable housing is €223 million  This is equal to 54.4% of the 
indicated cost. 


The levy will raise between 14.8% and 23.6% of the value that is created in 
property to which it can be applied, depending on whether there is a low or high 
impact 
on the price of residential property.  This gives a mid-point of 19.2% 
similar to the 
value created in other schemes (See Table 1 above).


Table 3 shows a comparison between the levies applied to a number of schemes. 
It indicates that the levy rate applied in the Metro West project is similar to those 
of other schemes. For clarity and comparison purposes rates are expressed per 
hectare.


Table 3: Levy Rates in SDCSs in Dublin in 2008
	
	Residential 
	Commercial
	Retail

	Metro West 
	€300,000 per ha
	€750,000 per ha
	€975,000 per ha

	DLR Luas B1 
	€319,070 per ha
	€727,500 per ha

	Fingal Metro North
	€319,725 per ha
	€727,650 per ha
	€992,250 per ha

	Dublin City Metro 
	€320,040 per ha
	€752,000 per ha
	€966,000 per ha

	Navan-Dublin Rail 
	€159,535 per ha
	€363,740 per ha

	Kildare Route Project 
	€199,500 per ha
	€23.47 per m2
	€30.45 per m2



Note: The Dublin City, Kildare Rail Project and Fingal Metro North levies are converted to 
per ha equivalents according to projected densities and plot ratios.


Further to formal notification of the commencement of public display, there is a 
minimum period of six weeks during which submissions or observations in respect 
of the proposed Scheme may be made by any interested party. The County Manager 
then has four weeks in which to prepare a report, with recommendations, in 
respect 
of the submissions or observations received. The County Council, as Planning Authority 
then has a maximum of six weeks to 


The likely timescale for the Plan determination process is therefore as follows:-


Public Display and Submissions

November-December 2008


Preparation of Manager’s Report

January-February 2009


Council Determination


February-March 2009


Council Decision 


February-March 2009


It is proposed to provide an opportunity for a briefing of the elected members of 
the 
Council.”
 A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. Ridge and R. Dowds.

Mr. T. Doherty responded to the Members’ queries.

The report was NOTED.

CORRESPONDENCE


(C/0919/08)
Letters, dated 13th and 28th October 2008 from Clones Town Council regarding:

a) Motion passed in relation Fuel Allowance Scheme and Living Alone    Allowance.

b) Motion passed in relation to the Irish Lobby for Immigration Reform in the US.

c) Motion passed calling on the Minister for Social & Family Affairs to relax the 'Habitual Residency conditions' for Irish citizens returning home from abroad.
The above letters were NOTED.


(C/0920/08)
GRASS VERGES
It was proposed Councillor J. Hannon, seconded by Councillor J. Neville:
“That the current practice of providing wide grass verges on new (and improved) roads be reviewed and consideration be given to utilising a maintenance free alternative, given the difficulties with maintenance of grass and the resultant unsightly appearance.”
REPORT:
“
The matter is being considered, particularly in built up areas where street scapes can be developed without the need for grass margins, however, much of the grassed areas are also being planted with trees to provide boulevard type avenues which improve the aesthetic quality of of the road network. 


Grass Verges are provided for two reasons,


(1) Utility services which are normally located in these areas can be accessed easily in 
the event of problems occuring in the future without the need for expensive excavation 
and restoration.  Because of the continually developing nature of the county road 
network there is considerably more re excavation of these areas than would normally be 
associated with a built up environment and it is cheaper to reinstate these areas with 
grass.


(2) They provide an environmentally pleasing aspect to our road network which can be 
augmented with tree and shrub planting which allows for future widening or provision of 
bus lanes / cycle tracks should it be necessary without the requirement of additional 
land.


Most of the grass margins are less than 2 metres wide and are maintained by our Parks 
Department.  The matter will be examined further with our Parks Department with a view 
to identifying a maintenance free alternative not involving excessive additional cost.”

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors J. Hannon, J. Neville, C. Brophy, G. O’Connell, D. Keating, T. McDermott, C. Keane, E. Tuffy, J. Daly and M. Corr.

The report was NOTED.

(C/0921/08)
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

In accordance with Standing Order No. 76 the Mayor, Councillor M. Corr proposed to suspend standing orders in order to deal with an emergency motion 

in the names of Councillors C. Brophy, K. Warren, T. Ridge, C. Keane and D. Keating regarding the €200 charge for parking in urban areas:
“That this council calls on the Government to withdraw the proposed €200 charge for parking spots in urban areas. The introduction of this charge would cause on street parking chaos for thousands of Dublin families who would face all day parking blocking their streets and preventing them from parking and blocking emergency service vehicles and bin trucks from being able to access their homes.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillor C. Brophy, C. Jones, T. McDermott, G. O’Connell, T. Ridge, J. Neville, J. Daly, D. Keating and M. Corr.
The Manager, Mr. J. Horan responded to the Members’ queries and advised that he could not comment on the content of the motion but did not perceive it as an emergency motion. Nonetheless  it was passed the terms of the motion would be forwarded to the Government for consideration.
A roll call vote was then taken. The result was as follows:

FOR:  10 (TEN)
Councillors C. Brophy, S. Crowe, J. Daly, C. Keane, D. Keating, C. King, E. Maloney, M. Murphy, S. O’Connor, T. Ridge.
AGAINST: 8 (EIGHT) 
Councillors M. Corr, D. Corrigan, T. Delaney, C. Jones, T. McDermott, J. Neville, G. O’Connell, E. Tuffy.
ABSTAIN: 1 (ONE)

Councillor R. Dowds.
ABSENT:  7 (SEVEN) 
Councillors M. Ardagh, P. Cosgrave, T. Gilligan, J. Hannon, J. Lahart, E. Walsh, K. Warren.
The motion was PASSED.
(C/0922/08)
SDCC ROAD MAPPING

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:
“That this Council discusses the mapping of the SDCC (a) Roads mapping – new alignments; new road layouts; new speed limits; new lanes etc. in order to assist GPS mobile communications updating. There is currently over an 18-month delay on this information as there is no centralized facility in Ireland on changing infrastructure – and that this recommendation be forwarded to each council.” 
REPORT:

“Roads mapping for information and location purposes is generally the responsibility of 
the Ordnance Survey Office. This office produces a series of maps based on aerial survey 
to various scales which are updated on a regular basis and new editions of these are 
produced regularly. 

The Council does not produce any commercial mapping of this nature. However, the 
Council responds to requests from commercial mapping organisations for updated 
mapping. 


 The Council is obliged to keep an updated register of the road network which carries a 
description of the road network in charge of the Council containing information relating 
to classification and type. In addition the council maintains a register of Road Speed 
Limits 
which is reviewed regularly by the members as a reserved function.   


If the motion is passed the sentiments of the motion will be conveyed to other Local 
Authorities.”

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors C. Keane, T. Ridge, S. O’Connor and C. Jones.

Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transportation responded to the Members’ queries. 
The motion was PASSED.

(C/0923/08)
BEHAN’S QUARRY

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by S. O’Connor:
“That the Manager report as to number of months it will take for Bord Pleanala to make a decision re proposal for Incinerator at Behans Quarry Rathcoole, and to ascertain if this proposal is in line with Government Policy i.e. what body or Minister sent planning application to an Bord Pleanala.”
REPORT:

“Bord Pleanala Reference 06S.PA0006 refers.


The Planning and Development ( Strategic Infrastructure) Act 2006 governs the process 
for determining the waste to energy proposed development at Behan’s Quarry. In the 
case of a proposed development that comes within the remit of the aforementioned Act, 
An Bord Pleannala is the determining authority.


A number of pre-planning consultations were held between An Bord Pleanala and Energy 
Answers International Ltd. regarding a proposal to cease and replace the existing quarry 
activities on site and to construct of a "resource recovery project" at Behan’s Quarry, 
Windmill Hill, Rathcoole, County Dublin - ABP Reference No. PL.15.PC0036 refers. 


Having regard to the record of the pre-application consultation between An Bord Pleanála 
and the prospective applicant, the Board decided that the proposal  constituted strategic 
infrastructure development under the meaning of Section 37A of the Planning and 
Development (Strategic Infrastructure) Act 2006 as it would fall within Paragraphs 37A 
(2)(a) and (c) of the Act.


Under Section 37J of the Planning and Development ( Strategic Infrastructure) Act 2006, 
it is the duty of the Bord to determine an application in an expeditious manner. Section 
37J (2) states a target  of eighteen weeks after the last date for submissions or 
observations for determining an application. The Bord notifed the Council that a decision 
is due is 25/11/2008. However, on October 8th the Planning Department were notified 
that the Bord now intends to hold an oral hearing for this case. The oral hearing will 
commence on 12th November 2008 at 10.00am in the Green Isle Hotel, Newlands Cross, 
Clondalkin, Dublin 22.”

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. Ridge, S. O’Connor, J. Daly, R. Dowds, D. Corrigan, E. Tuffy, C. Jones and T. McDermott.

Mr. T. Doherty, Director of Planning responded to the Members’ queries.

The report was NOTED.

(C/0924/08)
NRA’S ADVERTISING RE BARRIER FREE TOLLING ON M50

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor R. Dowds:
“That the elected members of this Council request the  National Roads Authority to withdraw their misleading advertisement in connection with the introduction of the Barrier-Free -Tolling on the M50. This on the basis that motorists are being mislead into registering for a free Tag, which in reality is costing them €12 per year. We demand that the NRA should abandon this €12 charge and refund the motorists who have registered to date.”
REPORT:
“Should the motion be passed the matter will be referred to the National Roads Authority for their attention.”

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Maloney, G. O’Connell, S. O’Connor and R. Dowds.
The motion was PASSED.

(C/0925/08)
MOTIONS NOT REACHED

CHILDRENS WEBSITE

Councillor M. Corr


That the Manager undertakes to develop a section of www.sdcc.ie for children, to have links to this section of the site featured prominently on the homepage of www.sdcc.ie and to create as much interactivity as possible within it in order to engage, educate and encourage as much participation by children as possible as well as promoting active citizenship from an early age.  This is to be created in addition to the development of the "Skids" section of the Libraries website.

NAMING OF ROUNDABOUTS


Councillor J. Lahart

That the Council agrees on a policy of naming roundabouts in the County for ease of reference for motorists and commuters and visitors to each area.


OUTREACH SERVICES

Councillor S. Crowe

That this Council calls on the  Manager to investigate the establishment of  an outreach service in conjunction with NGO’s  and State Agencies to inform Senior Citizens  from the  South Dublin County Council area of grants and other entitlements  that are available  to them and many administered by this Council.




SWIMMING POOLS 


Councillor E. Tuffy

That this Council deplores the announcement by Minister Martin Cullen, in a written reply to a Dail Question on 24 September regarding the Government's Local Authorities Swimming Pools Programme, that "it is not intended to launch a new Programme at this time", condemns the delaying tactics used by the present Government in its responses to queries from this Council about the Programme, and requests the Manager to make a statement on the consequences for the Council's Water Leisure Strategy, and the Council's plans to build a swimming pool in Lucan, of the Government's decision not to launch a new Programme, in contradiction to repeated indications to this Council about the imminent re-opening of the Programme.

TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION
 

Councillor G. O’Connell
That this Council liaise with the three other Local Authorities in the Dublin Area to introduce (a) transitional accommodation for Traveller Families and (b) emergency accommodation for Traveller Families who for legitimate reasons find themselves in a homeless situation.

WILD ANIMALS

Councillor T. McDermott

That South Dublin County Council supports the introduction of by-laws or other measures which would ensure that circuses which use wild animals are prohibited from performing in any part of South Dublin County, in light of the well-documented evidence of suffering endured by the animals involved and the serious animal welfare issues raised.

HOUSING LISTS

Councillor R. Dowds

That this Committee recommends that single people, male and female, be permitted to go on South Dublin County Council's housing lists.



FLOODING

Councillor C. Keane

That this Council discusses mapping of the SDCC areas with particular reference to areas vulnerable to flooding and to state what action has been taken on this issue to date. 

BEHANS QUARRY



Councillor D. Corrigan

That the Manager investigates complaints regarding environmental pollution at Behan's Quarry off the N7, including:

(1) silt deposits from the quarry on to the N7 creating dust clouds across the carriageway, and 

(2) dust pollution from trucks exiting the quarry where truck loads are not covered by tarpaulin or similar pollution preventing methods resulting in dust clouds across the carriageway.


COMMUNITY PROJECTS 

 
Councillor S. Crowe

This Council agrees to instruct the manager to treat as a  priority,  the resolution of the licence/ lease issue for Community projects in the South Dublin County Council area and can he give an updated and detailed  report  on the  exact reasons, per project,  for the long  years of delay in releasing these vital documents.




AREA MANAGERS

Councillor T. McDermott

That SDCC appoint an Area Manager to each of the administrative areas within the county.  A primary function of this manager would be to co-ordinate the functions of the various internal departments to ensure that works are planned and delivered as a project - with consistent and predictable levels of quality and service. This person would be a single point of contact for work-in-progress within that area.


UPGRADE OF N7


Councillor J. Daly

That this Council, of South Dublin Co. Council dispose of the lands and property that were required for the upgrade of the N7, that are left over, and use the proceeds to redesign the Tay Lane N7 Junction, and to negotiate with the N.R.A. on the interim and longterm solution.

DISABILITY FUNDING

Councillor E. Tuffy

That this Council supports the demand of the Disability Federation of Ireland that the Government and the Health Services Executive provide adequate monies for the funding of disability and mental health services, specifically that the Government cancels the proposed 1% cut proposed in Budget 2009, that the HSE restore the 1% cut being implemented in 2008 and re-assign the €70 million redirected by it in 2007 and 2008 back to disability and mental health, and that the Government puts in place measures to ensure that the HSE cannot unilaterally remove disability and mental health funding allocated to it by Government, and requests the Manager to write to the Ministers for Finance and Health and Children and the Chief Executive Officer of the HSE conveying the views of this Council.

LIFFEY VALLEY

Councillor G. O’Connell

That the Manager write to the Minister for the Environment requesting that he set up a joint working group composed of representatives of both the elected members and management of South Dublin, Fingal, Kildare and Dublin City Councils, with the objective of actioning the recommendations of the EMS Report on the Liffey Valley (given that the OPW have indicated that they are not to coordinate the work of promoting a Liffey Valley National Park). 

The Meeting concluded at 6.30 p.m.
Signed:_____________________ 

Date:________________________
Mayor
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