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	COMHAIRLE CONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS


	SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL


MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE

(Dealing with Environment, Housing, Community and Parks)
HELD ON 17th NOVEMBER, 2008
PRESENT

	Councillors
	 

	Corr M.
	

	Crowe S
	

	Hannon J.
	

	King C.
	

	Murphy M.
	

	Neville J.
	

	Maloney E
	


 Councillor M. Corr presided.

OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Director of Community Services
	P. Smith

	Senior Executive Officers
	B. Coman,   H. Hogan, Y Dervan, J Quinlivan

	A/County Librarian
	Ian Stobbart

	Senior Engineer
	L Magee

	Senior Executive Parks Superintendent
	B. Kearney

	Administrative Officers
	J. Kilgarriff,  

	A/Administrative Officers
	B. Martin,  

	Senior Staff Officer
	A. Rooney

	Staff Officer
	E. Conlon

	A/Assistant Staff Officer
	S. Reinhardt


T/730/08
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 20th October, 2008 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.  

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor E Maloney and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Tallaght Area Committee held on 20th October, 2008 be ADOPTED and APPROVED".

PARKS  BUSINESS

T/731/08
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor  M. Corr, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 1 - 9, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/732/08
MAINTENANCE OF FOOTPATH ALONG N81
QUESTION: Councillor S. Crowe

"To ask the manager in view the visual prominence of the area between the footpath and the boundary railings running parallel with the footpath along the N81 will he agree to investigate where responsibility for the maintenance and upkeep resides and calls on him to submit a report as a headed item for the next relevant meeting on the issue?"   

REPLY:
The area referred to in the Question consists of a roadside grass margin situated along the N81, which was damaged a number of years ago during works on the installation of a cycle route.  The margin was also affected by the construction of a wall associated with an adjoining residential development fronting the Road. This area has now been taken into regular maintenance by the Parks Department.  
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T/733/08 
HEDGEROW AT GLENVIEW PARK
QUESTION: Councillor S. Crowe

"To ask the manager will he include in his works programme, in view of its position and high visibility, infill hedging at the gaps in the hedgerow at Glenview Park that runs parallel with Glenview Drive?"

REPLY:
The location will be inspected and considered for infill hedge planting as part of the 2008/09 Arboricultural Programme. 
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 T/734/08
WOODEN POLE BARRIER OFF RAHEEN ROAD SPRINGFIELD
QUESTION: Councillor S. Crowe

"To ask the manager will he agree to erect a wooden pole barrier at the side road leading off Raheen Road Springfield (on site of old flower roundabout) and   onto the Brady Plot that is currently maintained by South Dublin County Council?"

REPLY:
This location will be examined in conjunction with our Roads Department and the necessary works will be carried out pending the necessary resources. 
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T/735/08
TREES PRUNED OBSTRUCTING LIGHT
QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon

"To ask the Manager to arrange to have trees pruned at *address supplied  given that these trees are 20 years old and have never been pruned and are now merging and obstructing light and in one case (opposite No 8) lifting the footpath?"

REPLY:
The trees at this location will be inspected and considered for pruning/removal as necessary as part of the 2008/09 Arboriculture Programme. 
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T/736/08
2008 PARKS WORKS PROGRAMME FOR THE TALLAGHT SOUTH
QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon

"To ask the Manager to report on the 2008 Parks Works Programme for the Tallaght South area, indicating any works outstanding, and confirming when these works will be completed?"

REPLY:
The following is a summary of the works undertaken as part of 2008 Parks Works Programme in the Tallaght South Area.

	Parks Works Programme 2008 

	Tallaght  Area Committee

	Location
	Description
	Status

	Aylesbury Park
	Continue footpath improvements in consultation with residents.
	Completed.

	Belgard - Kingswood View
	Install railings on boundary of open space along main road.
	Completed.

	Fortunestown Lane
	Landscape roundabout at Sundale Estate.
	Completed.

	Sean Walsh Park
	Upgrade footpath link from Old Bawn Community School to entrance on Tallaght By-Pass.
	Order issued to Contractor.

	Glenview Lawns
	Installation of railing around open space and construction of pedestrian footpaths along existing desire lines.
	In progress.  Site works to be undertaken and completed in the coming weeks. 

	Woodlawn / Monalea Wood
	Resurfacing of existing footpaths.
	Works in progress. Installation of tarmacadam surface to pathways to be undertaken and completed in the coming weeks.  

	Bolbrook Park/Villas
	Landscape improvements to open space.
	Works in progress. Installation of anti-cycle gate to be undertaken within the next two weeks. 

	Glenlyon Park, Knocklyon
	Install slip form kerb along access road and around car park.  Landscaping of undeveloped area under power lines.  
	Works ongoing. Pending clarification with club.

	Parkhill Lawn, Kilnamanagh
	Landscaping of pedestrian walkway at the end of Parkhill Lawn linking to the Luas and Embankment Road.
	Works in progress. Installation of public lighting along walkway complete. Installation of ‘K Barrier’ at Embankment Road entrance will be complete by end of year.

	Kilakee Court, Firhouse
	Install public lighting alongside pathway to reduce anti-social behaviour beside this residence.
	Completed.

	Tymon Park, Limekiln Road car park
	Construction of perimeter wall around car park.
	Construction works in progress.

	Sycamore Open Space, Kingswood Heights
	Installation of reinforced grass paths to Luas line.
	Completed.
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T/737/08
OPEN SPACE BETWEEN WOODLAWN PARK GROVE AND BALLYCULLEN ROAD
QUESTION: Councillor E. Maloney

"To ask the manager as to whether the improvements to the open space between Woodlawn Park Grove and the Ballycullen Road will be carried out in next year's works programme as the pathways need to be refurbished, the open space enhanced and the hedgerow cleaned and cut back and will he make a statement on the matter?"

REPLY:
As part of the Parks Department Works Programme 2008, a number of existing footpaths throughout the open space area are currently undergoing refurbishment.  It is proposed that additional pathways will be inspected and considered for refurbishment in 2009, subject to the necessary funding being secured. The hedgerow at this location will also be inspected and pruning and cleaning works will be considered as part of the 2008/09 Arboricultural Programme.
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T/738/08
LACK OF MAINTENANCE IN KINGSWOOD ADJOINING THE LUAS LINE
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

"To ask the Manager to have arrange for contact to be made with the R.P.A in relation to the on-going issue of the lack of maintenance of the track side of the Embankment Road from the Kingswood entrance to the M50 and will the Manager, please note that this issue was raised on a number of previous occasions, without a positive outcome?"

REPLY:
Arrangements will be made to contact the RPA regarding improvements to the ongoing maintenance of the area in Kingswood referred to in the question adjoining the Luas Line.
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T/739/08
OVERGROWN TREE
QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren

“To ask the Manager to either remove or substantially prune back the overgrown tree at *Details supplied as this is severely hampering the immediate local environment and if he will make a statement on the matter.”

REPLY:
The tree at this location will be inspected and considered for pruning/removal as necessary as part of the 2008/09 Arboricultural Programme. 
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T/740/08
NEW ENTRANCE TO BANCROFT PARK
QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren

“To ask the Manager, given the unfinished condition of the new entrance to Bancroft Park at Bancroft Crescent, with gravel simply put down on the ground instead of properly tarred material, and given the fact that the surface area of this new entrance is very uneven, and is a serious hazard to local residents, if the Parks Department would immediately establish an even surface at this location, and if he will make a statement on the matter.”

REPLY:
It is proposed to install a tarmacadam surface on the small area beneath the new wheelchair accessible ‘K Barrier’ before the end of the year.
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T/741/08
NEW WORKS
UPDATE ON “GARDEN FOR ALL SEASONS” AT SEAN WALSH PARK.


The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Background and Design Concept:

South Dublin’s Social Inclusion Unit and Parks Department have worked closely with Menni Services in Tallaght (connected to St. Johns of Gods) towards the creation of a Sensory Garden where the clients of Menni Services (Children & Adults with Disabilities mainly from the Tallaght Area) can use an outdoor garden on their doorstep for horticultural therapy and instruction.  The garden will be officially opened by Mayor Cllr. Marie Corr on Wednesday 3rd December 2008 at 12.00 p.m.  

To advance the Social Inclusion agenda, it is considered appropriate that the County Council should provide a dedicated space in one of our parks which provides the opportunity for persons with physical and intellectual disabilities, to participate in the creation and upkeep of a visually stimulating garden.  The design of the garden provides for universal accessibility, so other visitors to the Park can also enjoy the sensory quality of space.  The site chosen for the garden is in a section of the Park close to the proposed new Children’s playground. The garden is also close to the Square Shopping Centre and the N81 and the high level pedestrian over-bridge, which facilitates easy access to Menni Services, St. John of Gods, located at Exchange Hall, Tallaght.

The overall design of the garden was prepared by staff of the Parks Department with input from the staff of Menni Services and the Local Staff Partnership Group in Sean Walsh Park”.
Following a contribution from Councillor C. King, Mr B. Kearney Senior Executive Parks Superintendent replied to queries raised. The report was NOTED.
T/742/08
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/743/08
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/744/08
MOUNDS OF EARTH SITUATED NEAR SUNDALE ESTATE 
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor E Maloney:
“That the Manager compels Kelland Homes to remove the mounds of earth surrounding the railings at Sundale Green and Sundale Park on Fortunestown Lane - that this committee notes and congratulates the Parks Dept on the excellent and elaborate landscaping of the roundabout at this location which is warmly welcomed by the local community - this mounding is a source of great concern locally due to the danger it represents for pedestrians crossing the road and the detrimental affect it has on the visual amenity of the area.”

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“The mounds of earth situated on the roadside margin fronting Sundale Estate at Fortunestown Lane were put in place in order to prevent unauthorized encampments along this part of the road. These mounds, because they cannot be maintained on a regular basis, are now in a semi-derelict condition and detract considerably from improvements recently carried out in the area, including the upgrading of the nearby roundabout. 

It is understood that Fortunestown Lane, including this margin, has been taken-in-charge by the County Council, but it should be noted that the adjoining open space at Sundale Green is not yet in charge.  In this regard, the Developer has recently been contacted and has confirmed they are willing to contribute towards the cost of removing the mounds and reinstating the margin, so that it can be placed under regular maintenance by the Parks Department.  The need for a footpath and timber knee-rail type fence along the road to prevent a recurrence of the problems relating to encampments and parking etc. in the area will also have to be considered. In this regard, a meeting between the Parks Dept. and the Developer was recently held on site to discuss and agree the possible options available to resolve these issues. 

Every effort will be made in order that an agreement can be reached between the Developer and the County Council on this matter in the near future, so that the necessary works can be undertaken as soon as possible.”

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Following a contribution from Councillor M. Corr the report was NOTED.  
T/745/08
STRIP OF GRASS VERGE OUTSIDE 48 ST MAELRUAINS PARK
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor S. Crowe:

"That this Committee calls on the Manager to arrange for the small strip of grass verge outside 48 St Maelruains Park to be 'tarmaced' or concreted over as there is a very steep gradient which is unsuitable for mowing."

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“Arrangements will be made to include the maintenance of this steep margin as part of the overall maintenance of the adjoining open space area at St. Maelruan’s. As there is a considerable drop in level between the footpath and the road the removal of the grass and replacement with tarmacadam or concrete could have public safety implications and would be unsightly.”
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Following a contribution from Councillor C. King, Mr B. Kearney Senior Executive Parks Superintendent replied to queries raised. The report was NOTED. 

T/746/08
HALLOWEEN BONFIRES ON OUR PUBLIC OPEN SPACES
It was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon, seconded by Councillor C. King:

“That a report be presented on the impact of Halloween bonfires on our public open spaces, the health and safety implications, the cost, and that consideration be given to banning bonfires except in designated areas.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“The Parks Department is currently in the process of cleaning up parks and open space areas in Tallaght, following the recent Halloween festivities.  Precise information regarding the number of Halloween bonfires and the overall cost of the clean up operation will be compiled in the coming weeks, using information received from the various Parks Depots and this will be forwarded when available to the members.   However, on the basis of a preliminary assessment of the situation there appears to have been a significant reduction in the overall number of unauthorised bonfires on open space areas in the Tallaght Area compared to previous years.   
In response to the general queries raised in the motion, significant damage is caused each year to parks and open spaces affected by bonfires, as the remaining waste material has to be cleaned up and the bonfires and the locations have to be reseeded to restore the grass surface.  In relation to Health and Safety issues, during Halloween night Parks Dept. staff is often exposed to threatening and abusive behaviour from local residents when removing bonfires which are sometimes sited in potentially dangerous locations, under power lines or close to existing dwellings.   
An organised bonfire was held this year in the Fettercairn area which was very well supported by local residents, Estate Management, Community Services, Gardai, Civil Defence and the Fire Brigade and this event proved to be very successful.  With regard to the banning of bonfires generally, the existing Park Bye Laws already prohibit the lighting of fires on parkland or open space areas.  A formal ban covering the county could be considered which would include for the provision of designated bonfire sites. However, given the nature of the activity, the scale of the problem and the experience of successive Halloween nights over recent years, the enforcement of such a ban would be extremely difficult.  As was seen on the news recently, actions by council staff/ Gardaí moving to prevent bonfires in adjacent local authority areas led to extremely serious incidents with riotous behaviour and casualties resulting in hospitalisation of some members of the Gardaí.  It is considered that the existing approach, adopted in South Dublin, which involves working closely with local communities, Gardaí, Civil Defence, Estate Management and Youth Services to encourage greater control and management of bonfires is the best approach at this time.” 
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Following a discussion to which Councilors J Hannon, C. King, S. Crowe, E. Maloney and M. Corr contributed Mr B. Kearney Senior Executive Parks Superintendent replied to queries raised. The report was NOTED.
COMMUNITY BUSINESS
T/747/08
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 question 10 be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/748/08
BALROTHERY SPORTS AND LEISURE CENTRE  
QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren

“To ask the manager if he is aware of the immediate financial difficulty that is faced by the Balrothery Sports and Leisure Centre at Tallaght Community School, to set out what discussions he has had to date with all parties concerning the financial difficulties and the future viability of the swimming pool at the leisure centre and if he will make a statement  on the matter?”

REPLY:
The Council has been informed of the financial difficulties faced by the Balrothery Sports and Leisure Centre and requested a joint meeting with the Department of Education and Science, owners of the facility, and the School which has been arranged for Tuesday 11th November 2008.
The Council pays a subsidy towards the facility each year based on the agreement of “deficit funding” between the Department and the Council. 
This sum is however paid directly towards the operation of the facility early each year and has risen substantially from €40,000 to € 60,000 in recent years.
We await a response from the Department of Education and Science on the matter.
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T/749/08
APPLICATION FOR GRANTS

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Applications for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	GF1801
	South Dublin County Tourism
	Major Community Activity held in South Dublin County or outside South Dublin County.
	06/10/08
	€5,000

	GF1762
	Rathcoole Community Council Ltd.
	Extension to Rathcoole Community Centre
	05/08/08
	€40,000

	GF1784
	Fettercairn Community & Youth Centre
	Community Centre based IT Infrastructure
	03/09/08
	€4,000

	GF1808
	Sacred Heart Football Club, Killinarden
	Major Equipment
	11/11/08
	€3,000


Application for Grant (Arts Act 2003)

Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.
	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	Agf662
	Harolds Cross Tallaght Musical Society
	Grant towards presentation of musical production
	8/9/08
	€700


  


Mr B. Coman, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.

Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King, M. Corr and E. Maloney, Mr B. Coman, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.


It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and RESOLVED:


“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report”.

T/750/08
LIBRARY/ NEW EVENTS


The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:



“November/December 2008

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Castletymon
	Book Club.

All Welcome.
	Tuesday 25th November at 11am

	
	English for Foreign Nationals.  All Welcome.
	Mondays at 10am

	
	Improvers Irish Conversation Class.  Booking Necessary
	Tuesdays at 10am

	
	Computer Class

Booking Necessary.
	Wednesdays from 10am – 12pm.

	
	Story time for 3-6 year olds.  All Welcome.
	Wednesdays at 3.30pm

	
	Tour of Library and Storytime.  Booking necessary
	Thursday Mornings

	
	Arts and Crafts with Sinead 8 – 12 year olds.  Booking Necessary
	Thursdays at 3.30pm

	
	Spanish Conversation Group. All Welcome.
	Fridays at 10am

	
	Junior Book Club for 7 – 10 year olds.  All welcome.
	Tuesday 2nd and 16th December at 3.30pm

	
	Christmas Story time for 3-6 year olds.  All Welcome.
	Wednesday 17th December at 3.30pm

	
	Christmas Crafts for Adults with Ann Foster.  Booking Necessary
	Thursday 18th December at 11am

	
	Christmas Arts with Sinead 8-12 year olds.  Booking Necessary
	Thursday 18th December at 3.30pm


For further information contact 4524888

November/December 2008

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Tallaght
	Young Film Makers at Tallaght


	Tuesday 11th & 18th November from 4.30pm - 6.30pm

	
	Mixed Media exhibition

By Katie Palmer, Visual artist
	17th - 29th November



	
	Black and White Photography Exhibition “Canadian Trees” By Megan O Byrne
	17th - 29th November



	
	Tallaght Photographic Society Exhibition and launch
	19th - 29th November



	
	Tallaght Centre for the Unemployed.  Conference of Certificates and Presentation to the Council In Recognition of grant received.  Mayor Marie Corr in attendance
	Thursday 20th November at 7pm

	
	Exhibition of Graphic Scores
	Friday 21st November



	
	Workshop on Sound for children suits 5-6th Class
	Friday 21st November at 11am

	
	Young Adult Book to Movies

Club Featuring - “Holes”
	Saturday 22nd November at 1.30pm

	
	Tallaght Cinema Club

“Touching the Void”
	Monday 24th November 7.30pm

	
	Junior Book Club for 10-13 years.  Booking essential
	Saturday 29th November from 11.30am-12.30pm

	
	Irish Conversation


	Mondays at 10.30am

	
	Spanish Conversation


	Tuesdays at 6.30pm 

	
	Computer Classes
	Tuesdays 7pm - 9pm Wednesdays 11am-1pm

	
	Parent and Toddler time

Booking essential
	Wednesdays at 10.30am

	
	Lunchtime Salsa Dance class with Hilary Clarke.  Booking essential
	Wednesdays at 1pm

	
	English Conversation
	Wednesdays evenings Beginners - 5pm Intermediate - 6.30pm

	
	Polish for beginners
Booking essential
	Fridays at 10.30am

	
	Exhibitions: Oil Paintings -“7 Deadly Sins” 
	1st – 22nd December

	
	Art classes for young adults
	1st – 2nd December from 12noon - 2pm

	
	Caring Matters

Talk by Tallaght Hospital Psychiatric Services
	Monday 1st December 6.30pm - 8.30pm

	
	Adult Book Club 

Booking essential
	Tuesday 2nd December from 6.45-7.45pm

	
	Exhibition and Sale -Irish Woodturners Guild
	8 - 12th December

	
	Teen Writers Group
	Monday 8th & 15th December from 4.30 – 6.30pm

	
	Junior Book Club Suits 10-13 years Booking essential
	Saturday 13th December from 11.30am - 12.30pm

	
	Young Adult Book to Movies Club Featuring “Bend It Like Beckham”
	Saturday 13th December  from 1.30pm – 4pm

	
	Exhibition of IACI Youth Activities
	15th – 23rd December

	
	Christmas Crafts with Yvonne 4-7 year Olds
	Monday 15th December  at 3pm

	
	Screening of Polar Express.  Family event - young children must be accompanied by an adult
	Wednesday 17th December at 6pm

	
	Christmas Pyjama Party and stories by Torchlight
	Thursday 18th December at 6.30pm 

	
	Screening of original version of “Christmas on 34th Street” Family event - young children must be accompanied by an adult
	Saturday 20th December from 12noon - 2pm


For further information contact 462 0073”

Mr. Ian Stobbart, A/County Librarian summarized the report.

Following a discussion to which Councillors J. Neville and M. Corr contributed Mr. Ian Stobbart, A/County Librarian replied to queries raised. The report was NOTED.
T/751/08
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/752/08
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/753/08
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/754/08
COMMUNITY FACILITIES AWAITING A LEASE OR LICENCE AGREEMENT  
It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor C. King:
“This Council Committee calls on the Manager to draw up a list of community facilities in the area that are awaiting a Lease or Licence Agreement from this Local Authority and calls on him to carry out an audit of application funds that are outstanding from Central Government that up to now, have not been drawn down, per project because of the lengthy delay.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“The Council through the Development and Law Departments are pursuing a number of requests for licences and/or leases.

In general there is a lengthy legal process for leases while the issuing of licences are more straightforward but depending on the circumstances pertaining to each case and what conditions need to apply.

If there are any specific cases that need to be clarified a more detailed response can be supplied in conjunction with Development Department.”
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Following a discussion to which Councillors S. Crowe, M. Corr, C. King and J. Neville contributed, Mr B. Coman replied to queries raised. The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the report would issue to the next meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Development Business.
ENVIRONMENT BUSINESS
T/755/08
QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, question 11, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/756/08
LITTER BINS AT THE PARK AT KINGSWOOD
QUESTION: Councillor S. Crowe

"To ask the manager in view of the high volume of traffic, both pedestrian and vehicle, entering the park at Kingswood to access the cemetery etc, will he consider the installation of some litter bins as matter in the immediate area?"

REPLY:
Both the Litter Warden for the area and the Cleansing Engineer have been requested to examine this location to determine the necessity or otherwise for the installation of litter bins. If bins are required, they will be installed as soon as possible.
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T/757/08
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/758/08
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/759/08
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

INCLUSION OF LITTERBINS AT CASTLETYMON LIBRARY
Bottom of Form

The following motion from Councillor C. Jones was NOT MOVED:
“This committee calls for improvement in cleansing and the inclusion of litterbins in the car park of Castletymon library.”
T/760/08
BI-ANNUAL JUNK COLLECTIONS IN RAPID ESTATES
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr and seconded by J. Neville:

“That the Manager indicates if it was ever agreed by Councillors or the Environment SPC to roll back and abandon the practice of junk collections every two years to the RAPID estates in Tallaght (and countywide) as originally agreed at the Environment SPC of the 1/2/06 and adopted by the Council at the Council meeting of the 13/2/06, or if this was an action undertaken by the Manager without the sanction of the Council.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“The practice in respect of the provision of junk collections on a biannual basis to RAPID estates throughout the County has not changed.  A detailed junk collection schedule is compiled each year from a database with RAPID estates highlighted for collection every second year and all other estates every fifth year.  If Members are aware of particular estates that may have been omitted from this schedule please contact the Environmental Services Department for clarification.”

Following a contribution from Councillor M. Corr, Mr J Quinlivan and Mr L. Magee replied to queries raised. The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a headed item dealing with junk collection would issue to the next Tallaght Area Committee Meeting dealing with Environmental Services business.
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T/761/08
SITE BEHIND CHERRYFIELD RESIDENTIAL CARAVAN PARK 
 It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe and seconded by Councillor J. Neville:

“This committee calls on the Manager to give a detailed report outlining the environmental and access works that need to be carried out along the River Dodder from Templeogue Bridge to the lands past the Mill in Tallaght and will he include in the report the litter and the finance needed in the report for   the removal of litter particularly at the rear of the Cherryfield housing.”

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“The Litter Warden for the area has inspected the location behind Cherryfield Residential Caravan Park and arrangements are being made for a clean up as required.  The cost of this clean is not known at present as it will depend on the volume of material removed.  The Dodder River behind Cherryfield RCP was also inspected by the Drainage Inspector and he reports that there is not a particular problem regarding material in the river itself. A report on access and other issues in the Dodder Linear Park has been requested from the Parks Department and will be circulated to the Members when it is available.”
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Following a discussion to which Councillors S. Crowe and J. Neville contributed Mr J. Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer replied to queries raised. The report was NOTED.
T/762/08
HANDCART OPERATIVE IN THE KILTALOWN/JOBSTOWN AREA
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr and seconded by Councillor C. King:

“That the Manager outline why the Handcart operative provided for in previous budgets by the council has been removed from the Kiltalown/Jobstown area and indicate what measures have been put in place to cleanse this area since this resource withdrawal.”

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“Under the restructuring of the cleansing service which took place in early 2008 the removal of permanent handcart service from Kiltalown estate was planned to be replaced by the areas incorporation into the regular routines of re-organised Ceal UP Crews.  The handcart service provided for daily cleaning of a core part of the estate, including the shopping centre area, and weekly cleaning of all other roads within the estate.  Following restructuring the cleansing section provides for a comparable level of service in Kiltalown estate; however the efforts made to meet the daily and weekly cleaning schedules have taken some time to settle into a routine.

Adequate staff and other resources are available so as to ensure daily cleaning of the central area of Kiltalown Road / Kiltalown Shopping Centre / Fortunestown Road and weekly cleaning of all other parts of the estate. Following on from enquiries by Members, this area has been prioritised and service levels have been reviewed and addressed. Members can expect to see the impact in the immediate future.”

Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Corr, C. King, J. Hannon and S. Crowe contributed Mr L Magee, Senior Engineer replied to queries raised. The report was NOTED.
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HOUSING BUSINESS
T/763/08
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 12 - 17, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/764/08
INSPECTION OF RENTED ACCOMODATION IN SPRINGFIELD AND RAHEEN 
QUESTION: Councillor S. Crowe

To ask the Manager to write to and  call on the Private Residential Tenancies Board to carry out an initial sampling and inspection of rented accommodation in the Springfield and Raheen areas of Tallaght regarding the possible health and safety implications of many of the rented accommodation in the South Dublin County Council area.

REPLY:
The inspection of private rented properties to assess their suitability under the Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations 1993 still rests with the Local Authority.  The Environmental Health Officers carry out this function on behalf of South Dublin County Council, with the cost being met out of funding received from the Private Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB).  A portion of the tenancy registration fees, paid by landlords to the PRTB, is used to cover the costs associated with the inspection regime.  

When the Rental Accommodation Scheme commenced in South Dublin County Council the management of inspections of private rented properties became one of the functions of the RAS Unit.  This made sense as one of the objectives of RAS was to raise the standard of accommodation available in the private rented market.  Inspections must be carried out on all properties before they can be transferred into RAS.  

At present the Environmental Health Officers are giving priority to inspecting properties which are being contracted into RAS, however on receipt of complaints about any property arrangements are made immediately to carry out an inspection to assess whether or not the standards are being met.  The owner is then given a list of any necessary works required to bring the property up to a condition which, meets the standards and a time frame within which to carry out the works.  A re-inspection is then arranged and ultimately legal proceedings may be taken if the owner refuses or fails to deal with the necessary works required.

It should be noted that the Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations 1993 are currently being reviewed, a public consultation process was completed recently and the outcome of this process is awaited.  Properties being contracted into RAS are required not alone to pass the standards but to meet additional criteria mainly associated with equipment and decor.

If there are specific properties requiring inspection this can be arranged on receipt of the details.
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T/765/08
TENANTS SEEKING A TRANSFER
 QUESTION: Councillor S. Crowe

"To ask the manager will he give a graph or an indication of the amount of applications without naming the area or the estates in Tallaght with highest amount of tenants seeking a transfer?"

REPLY:
There are currently 365 Transfer Applications from the Tallaght Area - 343 from Tallaght South and 22 from Tallaght Central.  The reasons advanced for transfers include downsizing, medical/compassionate and anti-social (where supported by the Garda Superintendent) which are prioritised in accordance with the Scheme of Letting Priorities. The Council's Scheme of Letting Priorities adopted by the Members and approved by the Minister for Housing and Urban Renewal in 2006 is currently being reviewed.
The breakdown by area as follows is listed in order of housing estate with the highest number of applications.

TALLAGHT CENTRAL - 22 Applications
[image: image1.emf]Transfer Applications - Tallaght Central
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TALLAGHT SOUTH -  343  Applications 
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T/766/08
VACANCY OF  25 THE WALK, BROOKVIEW, TALLAGHT 
QUESTION: Councillor S. Crowe

"To ask the manager will he outline how long 25 the Walk, Brookview, Tallaght has been vacant, the number of applicants it has been offered to, the reasons for rejection, and if he has any plans or proposals in the near future to fill this vacancy?"

REPLY:
25 Brookview Walk is a 2 bedroom apartment, situated over a community facility.  It became vacant in May 07 following the surrender of tenancy by the registered tenant, a lone parent with two young children.  The reasons advanced for surrender of tenancy was anti-social behaviour.   In accordance with the Council's Scheme of Letting Priorities the unit has been offered to persons with highest priority on the two-bed room housing list.  However, there have been numerous refusals, reasons advanced for which include noise nuisance, anti-social behaviour etc.  Having regard to the profile of this unit, the Manager will invoke his discretion to make an allocation in this instance on grounds of good estate management.
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T/767/08
PROVISION IS BEING MADE FOR PUBLIC OPEN SPACE
QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon

"To ask the Manager to report on what provision is being made for public open space and children's recreational area at *address supplied?”
REPLY:
The Council's Architectural Services Department report that an area of open space has been identified in conjunction with the residents of the area that will be prepared for use as open space for the residents of Mac Uilliam.
Some work has to be carried out to bring the ground up to the standard required.  The work has been costed and funding has been identified which will allow for this preparatory work to be carried out.  It is expected that this work will be carried out and that the new open space area will be ready in a matter of weeks.
In the meanwhile, the Council is reviewing the options open to it with regard to land set aside
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T/768/08
WINDOWS REFURBISHMENT PROGRAMME FOR THE KILMARTIN AREA

QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

“To ask the Manager for a detailed update on the Windows Refurbishment Programme for the Kilmartin area?."

REPLY:
In order to maximise energy efficiency in the Council’s rented housing stock, the Council commenced a pilot window replacement programme in November 2006. The estates were selected from a sample survey which was carried out in the first quarter of 2005 on windows in 12 estates countywide in order to determine the fabric condition of these windows. Following on from the survey the following estates were selected: Killinarden Estate, Drumcairn Estate, Kilcarrig Estate and Knockmore Estate in Tallaght and St Marks Estate and Rowlagh Estate in Clondalkin. All these estates were chosen because they were constructed between the years 1975-1980 and have regular sized openings and standard reveals, common cross sections in frames and opening sashes. To date window replacement works in 623 homes have been completed in the above estates in the pilot programme. A further 645 homes have been fitted with new double glazed windows under various refurbishment programmes. 

The Council has identified those estates to be included in the next phase of the programme and Kilmartin has been identified as one of those estates.

However, funding to commence the next phase of the Window Programme is not available at the moment and, as such; it is not possible at this time to provide any timescale for the commencement of these works. The Council will continue to endeavour to source funding for this programme and if and when such funding is identified those addresses which will be covered by the next phase of the programme will be notified.
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T/769/08 
HUNTERSWOOD ESTATE IN BALLYCULLEN,
QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren

“To ask the Manager what involvement have South Dublin County Council with ODPM Management Group in connection with a range of issues concerning the Hunterswood Estate in Ballycullen, and specifically if the Council could outline their discussions, correspondence, e-mails etc. with this Management Group, given the persistent level of anti-social behaviour directed to residents who live on Hunter’s Way in Ballycullen, following repeated incursions onto property within Hunterswood from adjoining residents who live in local authority provided social housing on Daletree Road, and if the Council will further confirm that the CCTV camera which was promised to be installed at this location has now been installed, and the action that the Housing Department intend taking against those persons who are involved in this behaviour as they are clearly tenants of South Dublin County Council, and if he will make a statement on the matter?”

REPLY:
Hunterswood Estate Ballycullen is a private housing Estate.  South Dublin County Council's Housing Estate Management Section has no input into the management of this Estate.  However, individual residents of Hunterstwood have in the past made complaints to SDCC about alleged antic social activity perpetrated by the residents of the adjoining Council housing estate Daletree.  For reasons of confidentiality the details of these exchanges cannot be put in the public domain. 

A member of the Hunterswood Residents Association recently attended an SDCC Liaison Committee Meeting in the Council offices. This committee comprises of representatives of the Council including Traveller Support Workers, Housing Welfare Section, Community Department, the Mediation Service and Community Garda.  The purpose of this committee is to ensure an integrated response to local service delivery. In the course of that meeting the issue of raising the boundary between Hunterstown and Daletree Estate was discussed. The matter is now being actively pursued with the Planning Department.  Following the Liaison committee meeting the Council's Housing Estate Management Section improved CCTV coverage on this boundary through pruning of mature trees and re-positioning of the CCTV camera.
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T/770/08
REPORT FROM MOTION NO 3 AT TALLAGHT ACM (2) ON 22/09/2008

DRIVEWAYS BETWEEN 45 – 60 FETTERCAIRN ROAD
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“The County Architect reports that South Dublin County Council housing design is determined by a number of over-arching Government guidelines, all of which are rooted in Ireland’s commitment to environmental sustainability as set out in the Kyoto Agreement.  These include the Residential Density Guidelines and, more recently 'Quality Housing for Sustainable Communities' and 'Delivering Houses, Sustaining Communities' (both from the Department of the Environment Heritage & Local Government).  All of these documents propose a connected, medium density, street based, urban environment susceptible to public transport and offering diversity of use, type and tenure.
The infill schemes at Fettercairn, Mac Uilliam, Balgaddy etc. are based on these principles and are acknowledged by the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government as in compliance with their environmental and climate- change strategies.
These street based schemes do not allow for dedicated off-street car parking per dwelling within these design and density constraints.  It is also not possible in the Fettercairn Scheme.
The issue at Fettercairn is not one of design but is rooted in anti social behaviour.  The Council's Allocations Support Unit should be contacted in this regard.  According to their records one complaint was received last year regarding vandalism at this location.  It should be noted that criminal damage of this nature should be reported to the Gardai in the first instance.
Traffic calming measures have been installed by the Council's Roads Department, at this location.”


Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King, M. Corr, S. Crowe, M. Corr, J. Neville and C. King contributed Mr H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer replied to queries raised. The report was NOTED.
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T/771/08
REPORT ON HOUSING CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

Completions to Date
Scheme                                             No of Units
Avonbeg Phase 3                                 29
Cushlawn Phase 3                               22
Heathersett                                          20
Ard Mor (Part V)                                  2
Total                                                     73
Schemes on Site
Fortunestown B Phase 1                    110     Conciliator appointed. Remedial works in progress on heating systems in 57 units
Greenhills Road Part V                           9    1st Quarter 2009
Kilcarrig Phase 3                                   80 
 34 homes due for completions November 2008 and remainder early 2009
Kiltalown Green                                     27  
January 2009
Heathersett                                              20  
4th Quarter 2008
Arena Court Part V                                35  
4th Quarter 2008
Avonbeg Phase 4                                      7  
3rd Quarter 2009
Fettercairn Phase 2                                32  
3rd Quarter 2010
Castletymon                                            32  
1st Quarter 2010
Total                                                        352
_______________________________________________________________________ 
Tender Assessment
Fortunestown B Phase 3&5                  160   Proposal being reviewed by Architects Department
Rossfield Old Shop site                              9   Target Tender date 1st Quarter 2009
Knockmore                                               90   Tenders being assesed
Stocking Lane                                         100   project brief submitted August 2008 to DOEHLG for approval
Deerpark                                                     8   Target tender date 1st Quarter 2009
Total                                                         367
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Concept Design
Suncroft                                                   10   2009 start
Total                                                         10
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Mr H. Hogan Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.

Following a contribution form Councillor J. Neville, Mr H Hogan, Senior Executive Officer replied to queries raised. The report was NOTED.

T/772/08
REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PROGRAMME

The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED.

“The following is the current position on developments at various stages of delivery throughout the Tallaght Area of the County.

	Scheme
	Type and No. of Units
	Status
	Comments

	Daletree Place 
	10 Group Houses
	Completed & Occupied
	Residents moved into houses in August 2005.

	Belgard Park 
	10 bay RCP
	Completed & Occupied
	Residents moved into houses in August 2005.

	St. Aidan’s Close Brookfield
	5 Group Houses 
	Completed & Occupied
	Families moved in to houses on 3rd May 2006.  

	Hazel Hill, Killinardin
	Group Houses – 5 R.C.P. – 5 Bays
	Completed & Occupied
	Residents moved into scheme in December 2006.

	Fortunestown
	10 Group Houses – 
	Completed & Occupied
	Residents moved into scheme in  Dec. 2006.  

	Stocking Lane
	10-bay RCP
	Construction
	Delivery expected early January 2009

	Rathcoole
	10 GH
	Pre-part 8
	Development on hold pending completion of roadworks. Pre-part 8 drawings being drafted

	Turnpike
	3 GH
	Pre-part 8
	Part 8 report currently being prepared

	Belgard Road
	10 units
	 
	Meeting with the Chief Executive of the Institute has been arranged for 5:30 on 17th November. 


South Dublin County Council's Draft Traveller Accommodation Programme 2009-2013 was published on the 22nd October 2008, and has been circulated to all Councillors, and is available on-line at www.sdcc.ie .The Draft Programme is now at public consultation phase and the final date for submissions is 22nd December 2008”
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Mr H. Hogan Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.
Following a discussion to which Councillors S. Crowe, M. Corr, J. Neville, C. King , J. Hannon and M. Murphy contributed Mr H Hogan, Senior Executive Officer replied to queries raised. The report was NOTED.

T/773/08
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/774/08
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/775/08
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/776/08
TENANTING OF VACANT HOUSES
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr and seconded by Councillor C. King :
“That the Manager outlines what actions have been or are being currently taken to speed up the tenanting of vacant houses in Council estates in Tallaght.”

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“On average SDCC experiences a vacancy rate within its social rented housing stock of about 80 units representing c l% of the entire housing stock. 

The average length of time it takes Housing Department to prepare a house for re-let repairs  are approximately 12 weeks.    In the case of fire damaged and/or vandalised houses, it can take considerably longer to effect the pre-let repairs.

While every effort is made to secure vacant council dwellings against arson  and/or attacks of vandalism,  such houses are frequently targeted by anti-social elements when considerable damage can be caused necessitating extensive pre-let repair works which serves to delay the period within which a house can be rendered fit for re-allocation.    While on average 2-3 houses per week are handed over by the Council's Housing Maintenance Depots for re-allocation -this has negative impact on the number of vacant dwellings in any week as approx. 2-3 houses are surrendered weekly.

While every effort is made by the Council's Housing Allocations Team to ensure the efficient allocation of houses in the interest responding to housing need and good estate management,  the high incidence of refusals of offers of accommodation results in houses that have been rendered fit for re-letting remaining vacant shuttered and vulnerable.  In the nine month period January - October 2008 of the  372 units allocated to new tenants, 97 refusals were received indicating a refusal rate of 4 to every offer of accommodation that is made. 

A review of the Scheme of Letting Priorities which was adopted by the Members in 2005 and approved by the DoEHLG in 2006 has commenced  with a view to streamlining the housing allocations function.  The Council’s Anti-Social Behaviour Policy and the Tenancy Agreement will also form part of this review.  It is hoped to submit inaugural report to the meeting of the Housing SPC in December 2008.”
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Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Corr, C. King and S. Crowe contributed Ms Y Dervan , Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised. The report was NOTED.
T/777/08
GATES AT 7 AND 8 CUSHLAWN PLACE  
The following motion in the name of Councillor C. King was NOT REACHED:
"That this Committee calls on the Manager to arrange for the erection of gates at 7 and 8 Cushlawn Place as the tenants are experiencing large scale anti-social activity in their front and back gardens as a result of the design of the cul-de-sac, while taking into consideration every other housing unit on Cushlawn Place has gates".

T/778/08
 HOUSING TRANSFER LIST SYSTEM
The following motion in the name of Councillor S. Crowe was NOT REACHED:

“This Council Committee calls on the manager to investigate and review the current social housing transfer list system where many tenants have been waiting years for an offer and submit a new updated system as soon as possible.”   
The Meeting concluded at 5.30 p.m.
Siniú:
______________________

Dáta:
________________

An Cathaoirleach







