COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 13th October, 2008.


	PRESENT 


	Councillors
	Councillors

	Ardagh, M.
	Keating, D.

	Corr, M.
	King, C.

	Corrigan, D.
	Lahart, J.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Maloney, E

	Crowe, S.
	McDermott, T.

	Daly, J.
	Murphy, M.


	Delaney, T.
	O’Connell, G.

	Dowds, R.
	O’Connor, S.

	Gilligan, T.
	Ridge, T.

	Hannon, J.
	Tuffy, E.

	Jones, C.
	Walsh, E.

	Keane, C.
	Warren, K.


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan

	Directors / Heads of Function


	T. Doherty, P. Smith, P. Poole, F. Coffey, A. Jacob, J. Walsh, C. Henehan, F. Nevin.

	Senior Executive Officers
	B. Coman, M. Maguire, H. Hogan, Y. Dervan, M. Coleman, J. Quinlivan

	Senior Planners
	P. Hogan, C. Ryan

	Administrative Officer
	C. Ward

	Environmental Health Officers
	D. O’Brien, S. Duffy

	A/Senior Staff Officer
	T. Fallon

	A/Staff Officer
	B. Gorman

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne

	I.T Support
	C. Whelan


An apology for inability to attend was received from Councillor Joe Neville.
The Mayor, Councillor M. Corr presided.

(C/0379/08) 
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES
a) Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 8th September 2008 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.
(C/0380/08)
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (1) -2ND SEPTEMBER 2008 - DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0381/08) TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 9TH (GRANTS), PARKS, ENVIRONMENT AND HOUSING (1 REPORT - MOTION PASSED ON AFFORDABLE HOUSING SCHEME)
The following reports, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

  (i)  Community Business:

Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application
	Amount

	GF 1731
	Rathfarnham Castle Residents Association
	Start Up Costs for Community Groups
	13/05/08
	€400

	GF1753
	WASP Community Education Programme
	Community Activity Grant Including Sport Activity
	04/07/08
	€500

	GF1678
	Shelton & Dangan Residents Association
	Running Costs Grant for Community Group
	08/07/08
	€200

	GF1659
	14th Ballyroan Scouting Ireland
	Running Costs Grant for Community Group
	12/11/07
	€200


 

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application
	Amount

	GF1660
	14th Ballyroan Scouting Ireland
	Equipment Grant
	12/11/07
	€800

	GF1755
	Cherryfield Residents Association
	Equipment Grant
	08/07/08
	€380

	GF 1756
	Cherryfield Residents Association
	Community Activity Grant Including Sport Activity
	08/07/08
	€500



Application for Grant (Arts Act 2003)

Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application
	Amount

	Agf657
	OM Festival
	Arts Festival Submarine Bar
	16/608
	€800



Arts Contribution
	 Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application
	Amount

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor M. Ardagh and
RESOLVED:


"That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council 
APPROVE 
the grants as recommended in the foregoing report".

(ii) Housing Business:

“The following motion was PASSED at the Terenure- Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting (2) held on 9th September, 2008:-

It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave and seconded by Councillor C. Keane  

 "That this Council set up a new scheme within the Affordable housing scheme in Terenure-Rathfarnham area for people who are over fifty and have gone through marriage or partner separation. In most cases this leaves them with a small settlement and unable to get back onto the property ladder."

REPORT:
"The affordable housing scheme adopted by South Dublin County Council on 14/04/03 makes provision for the current housing circumstances of eligible persons to be taken into consideration. In cases where the applicant(s) are coming from a marriage or partner separation, the Council's Affordable Housing section looks at all the possibilities available to aid the applicant qualify for the Affordable Housing List. South Dublin County Council can only consider the advancing of a mortgage to applicants between the ages of 18 and 65, which must be paid by the time that the home purchaser turns 65; the maximum term of the loan is 30 years. However since last year applicants may secure a mortgage from one of 6 lending institutions who have signed up to the Affordable Housing Scheme and may be able to negotiate a longer repayment term or conditions.

In deciding to grant a mortgage to an applicant the Affordable Housing section must ensure that the purchaser(s) has enough income to meet the mortgage repayments after all other outgoings have been paid.  Mortgage repayments must not involve the use of more than 35% of net income (gross income less income tax and P.R.S.I.)"

Ms M. O Shaughnessy, Senior Executive Officer presented the report. Following contributions from Councillors P. Cosgrave, C. Brophy, C. Keane, and J. Lahart Ms M. O'Shaughnessy responded to queries raised and the Motion was PASSED. It was decided that this matter be referred to the Housing SPC for consideration.”
The report was NOTED and it was Agreed to refer the terms of the motion to the Housing SPC.

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the reports of the South Dublin County Council Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2) 9th September 2008 – Community Department and Housing Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0382/08)  TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 15TH SEPTEMBER 2008
- DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - GRANTS), PARKS, ENVIRONMENT AND HOUSING 
The following report, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


Community Business:

“Application for Grants

Applications for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community 
Grants Scheme 
have 
been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in 

accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is 
recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	GF 1740
	Tallaght Festival Band
	Equipment Grant
	25/05/08
	€3,000

	GF 1722
	Kilnamanagh AFC
	Volunteer Training Grant
	14/04/08
	€1,000

	GF1754
	Tallaght Senior Citizens Club
	Upgrading of Single Interest Facilities
	04/07/08
	€8,000

	GF 1767
	Fettercairn Youth Horse Project
	Equipment Grant
	13/08/08
	€3,000


	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	GF1766
	Jobstown All Weather Facilities Ltd.,
	Upgrading of Single Interest Facilities
	13/08/08
	€10,000

	GF 1765
	Fettercairn Youth Football Club
	Start Up Costs for Community Groups
	13/08/08
	€1,000

	GF 1728
	Jobstown Community Centre
	IT Networking & Administration Grant
	01/05/08
	€1,000

	GF 1768
	Jobstown Community Centre
	Employment Grant for New or Existing Community Centre
	14/08/08
	€30,000

	GF 1774
	Fettercairn Community & Youth Centre
	Equipment Grant
	27/08/08
	€3,000

	GF1764
	Killinarden Community Council
	Equipment Grant
	12/08/08
	€3,000

	GF1779
	Scout Ireland 168th St. Aengus
	Upgrading of Single Interest Facility
	03/09/08
	€8,000


Application for Grant (Arts Act 2003)


Application for grants under the Council’s Arts Scheme has been received from the 
organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of 
the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	Agf 656
	Ballet Ireland
	Production in Civic Theatre
	4/6/08
	€2000



Contribution


A Contribution is being made to the following groups-

	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	Dublin County Choir
	For continued Professional development
	5/6/08
	€400

	Fiona Reilly
	Cost towards exhibition
	20/6/08
	€100

	Firhouse Community College
	Cost of art project for Transition year students
	7/7/08
	€900


 


It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones and seconded by Councillor C. King and 
RESOLVED:
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grants as recommended in the foregoing report”.

 


It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. Jones and 
RESOLVED:


“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee (1) 15th September 2008 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

(C/0383/08) TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 22ND SEPTEMBER 2008- DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, (1 REPORT - INITIATION OF JUDICIAL REVIEW) DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES
The following report, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Initiation of High Court Judicial Review of variation of County Development Plan – Golf Village, Fortunestown Lane, Saggart

Place Investments Limited have initiated proceedings in the High Court seeking judicial 
review quashing the Council’s decision of 12th May 2008 to vary the County Development 
Plan in relation to the ‘Golf Village’, Fortunestown Lane, Saggart.


Legal advice has been sought on the matter and Senior Counsel engaged.  The matter is 
now `sub judice.”
The report was NOTED.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. Jones and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee (2) 22nd September 2008 – Planning Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

(C/0384/08)   LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 17TH SEPTEMBER  2008 - DEALING WITH PLANNING, ROADS - (1 REPORT - MOTIONS PASSED RE H.G.V. BAN), DEVELOPMENT (1 REPORT - RIVER LIFFEY WALKWAY/CYCLEWAY) & CORPORATE SERVICES 
The following reports, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

(i) Roads Business:

“The following 2 motions were passed at the Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee meeting on Wednesday 17th September 2008. The Committee requested that the 2 motions be brought before the County Council for consideration. 

Motion: Councillor D. Keating  

Cathaoirleach's Business

“That the Manager would present a detailed report for discussion on my earlier requests for the introduction of a School-Time Restriction for Heavy Goods Vehicles on the Newcastle Road, Lucan. This Committee now requests the Manager to introduce a School-Time Heavy Goods Vehicles Restriction on the Newcastle Road, Lucan. (My detailed email refers)”

Motion: Councillor D. Corrigan

“That the Manager initiates the process to have a HGV ban put in place during the hours of 8.30am to 9.30am and 1.15pm to 3.15pm on the Lucan / Newcastle Road.  The ban to incorporate the area from the N4 Newcastle Road junction up to and including Newcastle Village in order to create a safer environment for children travelling to and from the local schools (a total of six).”

REPORT:

“HGV survey results

A survey was carried out on the 16 September 2008 at Esker Church on the Newcastle Rd, following the implementation of the HGV ban, during school hours, in Lucan Village, in order to compare it with a previous survey carried out on the 26th April 2007. This was to determine if the ban was having any material effect on the number of HGVs using the Newcastle Road. As shown in Table 1.0 the number of HGVs had reduced by over 17% northbound and 11% southbound, between the surveys. SDCC believes that the reduction may be due to the current N4 road works, so we propose to continue to monitor the situation. 

	Table 1.0 Number of HGVs passing Esker Church on Newcastle Road
	Variation since the introduction of the ban

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Increase
	 

	 
	After Ban
	16 September 2008
	 
	Before ban
	26th April 2007
	decrease
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	NORTHBOUND
	SOUTHBOUND
	 
	NORTHBOUND
	SOUTHBOUND
	NORTHBOUND
	SOUTHBOUND

	 
	HGV
	HGV
	 
	HGV
	HGV
	HGV
	HGV

	7am-8am
	28
	26
	 
	34
	41
	-17.65%
	-36.59%

	8am-9am
	30
	33
	 
	43
	38
	-30.23%
	-13.16%

	9am-10am
	49
	36
	 
	50
	39
	-2.00%
	-7.69%

	Tot. AM peak
	107
	95
	 
	127
	118
	-15.75%
	-19.49%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	4pm-5pm
	26
	32
	 
	25
	33
	4.00%
	-3.03%

	5pm-6pm
	12
	28
	 
	19
	17
	-36.84%
	64.71%

	6pm-7pm
	5
	7
	 
	11
	15
	-54.55%
	-53.33%

	Tot.PM peak
	43
	67
	 
	55
	65
	-21.82%
	3.08%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Tot.
	150
	162
	 
	182
	183
	-17.58%
	-11.48%


Diversion of HGVs

If a HGV ban is introduced on the Newcastle Road, any possible meaningful diversion would require HGVs to travel considerably increased distances, in some cases, and past other schools on the diversion routes. SDCC Roads & Transportation Section does not consider this mode of tackling congestion, or safety issues, in front of schools, due to the change in social patterns of pupil travel, to and from schools in recent years, as a viable long or even short-term solution. It should also be noted that the R120 is currently being upgraded with new junctions at the N4 and Nangor Road, to facilitate improved access to Grange Castle, Profile Pk., etc., and any such ban, will have a detrimental effect on their economic well-being, in the longer term. 

Recommendation

Consequently, SDCC Roads Department does not recommend the introduction of the HGV ban along the Newcastle Road. HGV numbers have reduced significantly since last year. Any detour would involve diverting traffic past other schools in the area, and there could possibly be economic repercussions from such a move.

We would propose, that the situation be monitored, with possibly more traffic counts taken, following completion of the roadwork’s in the area, and a reappraisal of the situation, in consultation with the local members, taken at that stage.” 
The Mayor, Councillor M. Corr informed the meeting that she had received two amended motions from Councillors D. Keating and C. Corrigan in relation to the HGV ban.

It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillors G. O’Connell, E. Tuffy and D. Corrigan:
“That the Manager would present a detailed report for discussion on my earlier requests for the introduction of a School-Time Restriction for Heavy Goods Vehicles on the Newcastle Road, Lucan. This Committee now requests the Manager to introduce a School-Time Heavy Goods Vehicles Restriction on the Newcastle Road, Lucan. (My detailed email refers)”, on completion of the Newcastle Road/N4 bridge, and that the location in question is between the bridge at Adamstown and the Newcastle Road/N4 junction.
It was proposed by Councillor D. Corrigan, seconded by Councillors G. O’Connell:

“That the Manager initiates the process to have a HGV ban put in place during the hours of 8.30am to 9.30am and 1.15pm to 3.15pm on the Lucan / Newcastle Road.  The ban to incorporate the area of Newcastle Village from the entrance to the village in both directions in order to create a safer environment for children travelling to and from the local schools (a total of six).”

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors D. Keating, D. Corrigan, S. O’Connor, M. Corr and S. Crowe.

Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transport and Mr. J. Horan, responded to the Members’ queries and advised the Members that if the motion was passed it may give a false impression and may not be possible to implement.  Mr J. Walsh Director of Service for Economic Development also advised of possible economic development repercussions for the county. They reiterated and recommended that the Members be guided by the recommendations outlined in the report presented and advised that the most appropriate forum for further discussion on this issue was through the Traffic Management Committee. 
It was agreed on the proposition of Mayor, Cllr M Corr, seconded by Cllr R Dowds that the motions would not be put and that the matter would be dealt with at a meeting of the Traffic Management Committee arranged specifically to address this issue.
(ii) Development Business:

The following motion was passed at the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee meeting held on 17th September, 2008:

“MOTION: Councillor R. Dowds
That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council initiates a compulsory purchase order process whereby a walkway/cycleway along the River Liffey from Lucan to Palmerstown would be initiated.

REPORT:
The area along the River Liffey from Lucan to Palmerstown is a highly sensitive natural heritage area.  Much of the area is covered by the Liffey Valley SAAO and the area adjoining the river itself is a Proposed Natural Heritage Area (pNHA) under national legislation.  The area around Kings Hospital School is also covered by a Tree Preservation Order.  

The Liffey Valley Proposed Natural Heritage Area site is important because of the diversity of the habitats within the site, ranging from aquatic to terrestrial.  A number of rare and threatened plant species have been recorded.  Any work, such as the development of a walkway/cycleway in this area would first of all have to be subject to detailed environmental assessment of the potential impact of the development on the area’s natural heritage.  This would include construction and operational impacts such as construction traffic, excavation, removal of soil and plants, importation of material for the cycleway, lighting, litter bins, new fencing, anti-social activity, disturbance of networks and nesting areas etc.  The assessment would need to establish the distribution and status of rare and protected plant species and the status of other protected species such as bats and otters along the river.   Comments would also need to be sought from bodies such as the National Parks and Wildlife Service in relation to impacts within the pNHA, particularly given the presence of the protected plant species and the potential impacts upon bats and otters.   

It is the policy of the Council to preserve the major natural amenities of the county including the Liffey Valley and its landscapes.  The Council seeks to protect, conserve and enhance the natural resources of the Valley in the interests of maintaining a diverse biodiversity for the benefit of this and future generations.  Initiating a Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO) for the lands without acknowledging, understanding and providing for the possible natural heritage implications of the proposed development on the area would be premature.

In addition to the natural heritage implications no funding is available to the Council at this point in time to enable the initiation of a CPO.  As Members are aware the Council has already embarked on an ambitious 3 year Capital Programme in respect of other projects which have already been defined as priorities for funding.

Furthermore it is likely that the proposed CPO would lead to opposition from landowners.  Compensation claims would include claims for compensation due to severance from other lands and injurious affection to the lands which would be retained following the development of the walkway/cycleway.  

It is recommended that the Motion not be adopted.

Following a discussion to which Councillors R. Dowds, D. Corrigan, S. O' Conchuir and G. O' Connell contributed, Mr. M. Kenny, Senior Planner, responded to the queries raised.

It was AGREED to put the motion to a vote. 

The result was 6 for and 2 against and it was AGREED that the motion would be put before the next meeting of the Council.   
Managers Report:-

The Report to the Committee sets out comprehensively difficulties in implementing the resolution.

For the reasons given it is not possible to take action on foot of the resolution passed by the Committee and it is recommended that the motion be not adopted by the Council.”

The Mayor, Councillor M. Corr informed the Members that she had received an amended motion from Councillor R. Dowds.

It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:
“That South Dublin County Council notes today’s letter from the Minister for the Environment regarding the Liffey Valley Area of Special Amenity

(a) agrees that the Council carries out an evaluation on the lands between Palmerstown and Lucan Bridge as requested by the Minister as soon as possible.

(b) Agrees that Council management present a report with proposals as to how walkers, fishermen and women and, perhaps, cyclists, can get access to the whole course of the Liffey riverbank between Lucan and Palmerstown 

And that

(c) We aim to have access open within two years.”
The Manager stated the terms of the amended motion were in order and following consideration by the members the proposition of Councillor R. Dowds, seconded by Councillor D. Keating was AGREED.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor R. Dowds

and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the Manager’s reports to the Council Meeting of 13th October 2008 on the reports of the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1) 17th September 2008 – Roads Department and Development Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

(C/0385/08)  LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 24TH SEPTEMBER 2008 - DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - GRANTS), PARKS, ENVIRONMENT AND HOUSING
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
Community Business:

“Application for Grants
Applications for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:

	Ref:
	Group         
	Type of Application  
	Date of Application  
	Amount  

	GF1760
	Clondalkin Gymnastics Club
	Equipment Grant
	21/07/08
	€3,000

	GF1773
	Beech Park Football Club
	Equipment Grant
	25/08/08
	€3,000



Contribution

A Contribution is being made to the following group:-

	Group
	Type of Application
	Date of Application
	Amount

	Clondalkin Gymnastics Club
	Contribution towards the purchase of equipment
	21/07/08
	€1,500


        Application for Grant (Arts Act 2003)

Application for grants under the Council’s Arts Scheme has been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	Agf660
	Palmerstown one act drama Festival
	Towards cost of running one act drama festival
	19/8/08
	€750


It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating and seconded by Councillor S. O’ Connor and RESOLVED:
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County APPROVE 
the grants as recommended in the foregoing report”.

It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2) 24th September 2008 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

(C/0386/08)  ENVIRONMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE REPORTED- (i) REPORT OF MEETING 3RD SEPTEMBER 2008, (ii) MINUTES OF MEETING 7TH MAY 2008
The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:
(i) Report of Meeting, 3rd September 2008


“Report of Environment Strategic Policy Committee held on 3rd September 
2008

 Attendance

Members                                    Officials

Cllr T. McDermott                        J. Quinlivan A/ Director of Services

Cllr G. O’Connell                          M. Coleman Senior Executive Officer

Cllr M. Corr                                 S. O'Brien Environmental Awareness Officer

Cllr E. Maloney                            G. Wordell Codema

Cllr C. Brophy                              E. McDonald ERBD

Cllr M. Murphy

Cllr E. Walsh


Sectors of Interest    

C. Kiernan – Community Forum

M. Kearns – Community Platform


Apologies

B. Buckley


A meeting of the Environment SPC was held on the 3rd September 2008 and the following    matters were discussed.


1. Minutes of Meeting of the 7th May 2008 
Agreed.
2. Matters Arising 
No matters arising
3. Water Framework Directive (Eastern River Basin Management Plan)
A presentation was made on the up to date position regarding the Eastern River Basin Managment Plan by E. McDonald.  The members noted the contents of the presentation.
4. Climate Change Strategy
An updated report was given on the proposed Climate Change Strategy for the County and a  presentation was made by G Wardell from Codema.  The report set out a timetable for the development of the strategy.  It   was noted that the final strategy document would be presented to the February 09 meeting of the SPC following a public consultation process.
5. Dublin Agglomeration Draft Noise Action Plan
A presentation was made on the details contained in the draft action plan.  It was noted that the plan will be a strategic plan which will cover noise from traffic, rail and aircraft.  It will exclude noise from domestic activities.  Notice of the making of the draft plan was published on 18th July 2008 and the latest date for receipt of submissions was 12th September 2008.
6. Dumping in the Dublin Mountains - update
A verbal report was given to the members in relation to this matter.  Further reports will be presented to the Committee at forthcoming meeting.
7. AOB
Members raised the issue of the IBAL survey particularly in relation to Tallaght.  It was agreed that a further report would be presented to the next meeting of the Committee.”
The report was NOTED.

(ii) Minutes of Meeting 7th May 2008
“MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE Held on the 7th May 2008


Members Present


Councillor T. McDermott 

Councillor C. King


Councillor M. Murphy


Councillor G. O’Connell


Councillor C. Brophy


Councillor E. Walsh


Ms. C. Kiernan


Officials Present


J. Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer


M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer


L. Magee, Senior Engineer


P. Harty, Senior Executive Engineer


R. McGarry, A/ Senior Staff Officer


Apology for inability to attend was received from Mr. B. Buckley.


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor T. McDermott presided.


Item 1


Minutes of meeting held on 6th February 2008.


Proposed by Cllr. T. McDermott, seconded by Cllr. G. O’Connell and Agreed


Item 2


Ms. C. Kiernan stated that she did not receive information on the Council’s ECO week which 
took place in April. Senior Executive Officer, J. Quinlivan responded.


Item 3


South Dublin County Council Draft Litter Management Plan 2008 – 2011


J. Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer presented a summary of the draft Litter Management 
Plan which had already been circulated .Following contributions by Cllrs. 
O’Connell, Walsh, 
King, Brophy and Mc Dermott.  Mr. Quinlivan responded to the issues raised by the 
Members.  The Draft Plan was approved by the Committee and it was agreed that the Plan 
would be presented for approval to the Council.


Item 4


Illegal Dumping in the Dublin Mountains.


A report on this matter which had already been circulated was presented by L. Magee, 
Senior Engineer.  The report included ‘inter-alia’ details of complaints received, sites being 
investigated and enforcement procedures being taken.  Following contributions from Cllrs Mc 
Dermott, Murphy and King Mr. Magee responded to the issues raised and it was agreed that 
an updated report would be provided on this matter at a forthcoming meeting of the 
Committee.


Item 5


Climate Change Strategy Update


A report on this matter which had been circulated and was discussed.  It was noted that 
Dublin City Council through a company called CODEMA which is owned by the City 
Council, had developed a draft Climate Change Strategy for the City and that given the 
proximity of the City to this County and the similarities in population, profile etc. that 
CODEMA would be invited to deliver a workshop on the subject to SPC Members.  The 
Workshop date was agreed for the 23rd May 2008.  It was also agreed that a draft 
Climate Change Strategy would be presented to the Committee at its September 
meeting.


Item 6


A.O.B.
Cllr Murphy raised the issue of the new Green Bin Contract. J.Quinlivan Senior Executive Officer stated that the matter was currently at procurement stage at regional level and that the process had not yet been completed.


The meeting concluded at 7pm.”
The minutes were NOTED.

(C/0387/08)
TRANSPORTATION STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE – (i) REPORT OF MEETING 4TH SEPTEMBER 2008, (ii) MINUTES OF MEETING 8TH MAY 2008
The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:
(i) “REPORT OF MEETING, 4TH SEPTEMBER 2008

 1.      Confirmation of Minutes                       


Minutes of Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 8th May 2008 were 
confirmed 
and approved as a true record and signed.

2.       Presentation on Draft Action Plan relating to the Assessment & Management of Environmental Noise 


 Cllr K. Warren welcomed Ms Sarah Duffy, Environmental Health Officer to the meeting.  
Ms Duffy made a presentation on the above Draft Action Plan relating to Assessment & 
Management of Environmental Noise.

Mr. F. Coffey followed on with a presentation on the position in relation to the Roads and Transportation issues.

 
Following discussion and questions from Cllr T. Ridge, Cllr D Keating and Cllr O’Connor. 
Ms S. Duffy and Mr. F. Coffey replied to the queries raised.


 It was noted that further individual presentations would be made to each of the Area 
Committee Meetings in accordance with the normal arrangements.

 
The presentation was noted.


3.              Report on European Mobility – 16th – 22nd September 


 Mr P. Murphy gave an extensive summary of events which will take place during 
European Mobility Week (In Town without my car! Campaign).

The Members were circulated with the following summary on individual events to be held by South Dublin County Council during European Mobility Week:


·       The official opening of a new cycleway


·       The launch of tow new walking buses


·       The closing of a road to traffic 


·       The holding of a festival type event in this newly formed pedestrian friendly space


·       The taking part in the Pedometer Challenge


·       The holding of an online quiz 

·       The promotion of a range of sustainable travel and transportation initiatives   with the emphasis on fun and participation such as the “Smoothie Bike”.


Following discussion the queries raised by Cllr T. Ridge and Cllr P. Cosgrave were 
responded to by Mr Murphy.


 The report was noted.

 


The meeting concluded at 7.00 p.m.”

 _______________                               _______________


Councillor K. Warren                            Date


Chairperson

The report was NOTED.

(ii) “MINUTES OF TRANSPORTATION STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING of

 8th May 2008.

Present:

Elected Members:
Councillor P. Cosgrave

Councillor D. Keating

Councillor M. Murphy

Councillor S. O’Connor

Councillor E. Tuffy

Councillor K. Warren

Sectoral Interests:        Mr. D. Lynch, Community Platform

                           
Ms. D. Quinn, Community Forum

Council Officials: 
Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transportation and County 

                           
Engineer   

Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer




     
Mr. D. Ryan, Senior Engineer

Ms. H. Fallon, Senior Executive Engineer

Ms. D. Lakes, Senior Executive Engineer

                      
Mr. T. Curtin, Administrative Officer

                   
Ms. A. Shaw, Clerical Officer

Mr. J. Ryan, Strategy Project Manager DTO

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor K. Warren presided.

1.
Confirmation of Minutes

Minutes of Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 7th February 2008 were confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

2.
Review of Progress 

Mr F Coffey presented a review of schemes constructed during the period 1999 -2008. 

By way of introduction the mobility issues facing the council were outlined. These include:

· high volume of radial commuters to/from city centre originating in and outside county.

· Increased North / South orbital movement (local and through traffic). 

· A developing local road network to strengthen interconnectivity between communities.

These traffic issues make it necessary to maximise efficiency of and manage conflicting demands on available road space.

Schemes constructed during the period 1999 -2008. 


Quality Bus Corridor Schemes


1.
North Clondalkin QBC – Fonthill Road, Coldcut Road.


2.
South Clondalkin QBC  - Nangor Road.


3.
Orbital QBC  Phases 1-3  Belgard Road, Fonthill Road, Ninth Lock Road.


4.
Naas Road QBC Phases 1 – 3.


5.
Lucan QBC ( N4)


6.
Lucan QBC Extension.


7.
Rathfarnham QBC – Rathfarnham Road, Grange Road, Nutgrove Avenue.


8.
Rathfarnham QBC Extension.


9.
Tallaght QBC – Tallaght Village, N81.


10.
Newcastle Road bus priority measures.  


Cycle Tracks


1. 
Wainsfort Road.


2.   Dodder Park Road


3.   Kennelsfort Road


4.   Cypress Grove Road.


5.   Templeville Road / Greentrees Road.

6.   Grange Road.


7.   Ballyboden Road.


8.   St Peter’s Road.

Road Construction Schemes

   (a)
National Roads: 
Year 
Cost



Constructed

    1. 
N7  Rathcoole Interchange
1999 
€16.3m

    2. 
N4 Galway Road – M50 Woodies &

    
Quarryvale Interchange.
1999
Offset

    3. 
M50 Southern Cross Route, Balrothery                             

    
– Kilmashougue.
2001
€3.45m

    4. 
N7 Naas Road – Newlands Cross to Rathcoole 
2001      
€22m

    5. 
N7 Naas Road -  Rathcoole to Kildare 


boundary 
2006         
€11.6m

    6. 
N4 Galway Road – Woodies to Kildare 


boundary Under Construction.

   (b)
Non – National Roads

   1.
Cookstown Way – Belgard Square North to          

    
Tallaght By Pass.
1999
€2.6m

   2. 
R113 Fonthill Road South, Dunawley to 


Foxdene 
1999          
€11m

   3. 
R113 Green Route – Ballyboden Way.           
1999       
€2.8m

   4. 
Wellington Lane – Knocklyon Road Link.           
2001      
€1.5m

   5. 
Killeen Road                                               
2004          
€0.5m

   6. 
R120 Oldbawn Bridge                                         
2004   
€3.6m

   7. 
R819 Greenhills Road – Airton Road to 


Tallaght.  
2005
€3.5m

   8. 
Killinarden Way – Firhouse Road West to    

    
Killinarden Heights. 
2005                €225,000

   9. 
R136 Outer Ring Road Phase 1 Naas Road  

    
to Grange Castle.
2005
€40m

  10. 
Ballinascorney Lane.                                 
2006              €404,000

  11. 
Hayden’s Lane.                                                 
2007          
€1.3m

  12. 
R136 Outer Ring Road  Grange Castle to     
2007

      
Lucan Road.

  13. 
R114 Firhouse Road – Woodlawn to                    

      
Oldbawn Bridge
Under Construction

  14. 
R113 Green Route Final Phase                        
Under Construction

  15. 
R136 Outer Ring Road Phase 3 Naas Road

      
to Tallaght By-Pass. 
Under Construction

Industrial Estates Improved

   1. 
Cherry Orchard                                      

2005

€105,000

   2. 
Cookstown




2005

€264,000

   3. 
Crag





2005

€227,000

   4. 
John F Kennedy




2005

€127,000

   5. 
Western





2005

€106,000

   6. 
Cherry Orchard




2006

€71,000

   7. 
Cookstown




2006

€151,000

   8. 
Crag





2006

€27,000

   9. 
Western                                                  
2006

€78,000

  10. 
Cookstown




2007

€110,000

  11. 
Robinhood




2007

€1.1m

  12. 
Western





2007

€66,000


Mr Coffey informed the Committee that the slow down in development has resulted in a reduction in amount of money received by the Council by way of levies which in turn is affecting progress on a number of proposals. 

The Report was Noted.

The following Motion on school transportation was agreed. It was further agreed that this Motion be put before the Council:-

“That this Committee requests the Manager to write to the Minister for Transport to express the disappointment of South Dublin County Council that funding has not yet been made available for our School Bus Transportation Pilot Scheme.”

3.
Presentation on Dublin Transport Authority Bill 2008

Mr Philip Murphy gave a presentation summarising the provisions of the Dublin Transport Authority Bill 2008 which was published by the Minister for Transport on 14/4/08. This legislation will facilitate the establishment of a new transport authority for the Greater Dublin Area – “DTA” who will have overall responsibility for co-ordinating transport.

The DTA functional area comprises Dublin City, Fingal, Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown, South Dublin, Kildare, Meath and Wicklow. 

Principal Functions 

· Responsible for strategic transport planning in GDA

· Set out framework in integrated plan covering 12 to 20 year period

· Allocate capital and current funding for public transport and traffic management

· Infrastructure Projects to be delivered under direction and supervision of DTA by responsible agencies
· Could implement projects itself if it judges it to be appropriate

· Could give mandatory directions to implementing agencies

· Will procure public transport services and regulate public transport fares including public service obligations

· Will ensure integration of services and accountability of service providers for quality of service provided

· Prepare traffic management plan for GDA

· Traffic management functions to remain with local authorities but subject to direction from DTA

· Engaged in planning process from Regional Planning Guidelines, City and County Development Plans to Local Area Plans

· Ensure delivery of integrated ticketing

· Ensure delivery of integrated fares and information systems

· Publish information on performance of transport system

· Undertake research on transport.

A draft transport strategy is to be prepared within 1 year of review of Regional Planning Guidelines for GDA and then approved by Minister. Strategy is to be reviewed/renewed every 6 years. An integrated implementation plan with multi annual funding is to be prepared 9 months following approval of the strategy.

The bill also provides for the establishment of Dublin Transport Authority Advisory Council (DTAAC) with Chair and 12 ordinary members comprising: Dublin City Manager (or other official); 2 County Managers from GDA (or officials); 2 members of Dublin Regional Authority; 2 members of Mid-East Regional Authority; rep from Garda Siochana and 4 reps from nominated organisations.

DTA must consider DTAAC recommendations and give reasons for observations.

A strategic traffic management plan for GDA is to be prepared, which must be reviewed every 6 years. A local traffic plan is to be prepared for each road authority within 6 months of above plan.

Green Paper launched on 22nd April 2008 proposes introduction of Regional Mayor for Dublin with range of powers. It proposes that Regional Mayor will chair the Dublin Transport Authority. Consultation period until 31st July 2008.

The Presentation was noted.

4.
GDA Transport Strategy 2010 - 2030

Mr Jeremy Ryan, Strategy Project Manager, DTO gave a presentation.  He informed the Committee that the DTO is currently preparing a new transport Strategy covering a 20 year period 2010 – 2030 for the Greater Dublin Area. This strategy must have regard to specified Matters eg National Spatial Strategy, Regional Planning Guidelines, Transport 21 etc. Initially, the DTO is developing the transport strategy and will hand it over to Dublin Transport Authority (upon establishment) for completion.

Summary of Issues

· Growth in population in outer areas

· Growth in population in rural/villages/small towns

· Little prospect of good quality public transport in many of these areas
· Longer journey distances to work (and other services)

· Longer journey times

· Much more likelihood of travel by car

Measures likely to be examined

· New Infrastructure

· Better Management of Existing Infrastructure

· Better Information

· Better Integration of Transport Service

· Demand Management Measures (e.g. pricing, parking, promotion of alternatives)

· Promotion of behavioural change

A Prerequisite for Success

Integration of land use and transport planning

* Building in the right place

* Designing developments for ease of use of sustainable modes

Public consultation on the proposed strategy is scheduled to run from 19th May – 30th June 08.  

The strategy will be developed with the participation of the public and stakeholders. 

The Report was Noted.

5.  
Correspondence from Taxi Regulator on National Maximum Taxi Fare Revision

Correspondence Noted.”

The meeting concluded at 7.00 p.m.”
 _______________                               _______________
Councillor K. Warren                            Date
Chairperson.”
The minutes were NOTED.

(C/0388/08)
SPORTS, RECREATION, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & PARKS STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE – (I) REPORT OF MEETING 10TH SEPTEMBER 2008, (II) MINUTES OF MEETING 14TH MAY 2008
The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:
(i) Report of Meeting, 10th September 2008

“REPORT OF SPORT-RECREATION-COMMUNITY AND PARKS SPC

HELD ON Wednesday, 10th September, 2008


In attendance:


Members


            Officials


Cllr Joe Neville


            Hugh Pierce


Cllr Paddy Cosgrave


 Billy Coman


Cllr John Daly



 Alison Silke


Cllr Cathal King


Cllr Derek Keating,


Cllr Catriona Jones


Cllr Robert Dowds


Cecil Johnston


Sean Reid


Apologies:


Thos Mc Dermott


An Cathaoirleach Councillor C. King presided.


Minutes Read and agreed – No Matters arising


Minutes Proposed:
Cllr Joe Neville


Seconded:

Cllr Paddy Cosgrave

Cllr John Daly wished every success to Cllr Cathal King in is new role as Chair of Sports SPC.

B Coman expressed thanks to Mark Daly for his work to date, wishing him well in his future endeavours and welcomed Councillor King to the position of Chair of the SPC.

J Neville requested and agreed by the meeting that a letter of thanks be sent to Mark Daly on behalf of the members of the SPC thanking him for his efforts over the past number of years.

Item 1:
Community Infrastructure Update – B Coman delivered a presentation on 2008 Capital Sports Grants allocation for the County and the successes of the Council to date in the provision of facilities for the community and highlighted current major projects ongoing. 


Following a debate to which Councillors C. King, J. Neville, R. Dowds and J Daly and C 
Johnston contributed the presentation was welcomed as it particularly highlighted South 
Dublin County Council’s commitment to the provision of facilities in the county


AOB:

C. Johnston requested information on the engagement of young people in the county, also requesting that information be circulated with regards to the level of anti social behaviour in the county – a sub group may be formed to discuss above & prepare a report for circulation and debate at a future meeting.


Meeting adjourned at 6.15pm to greet the Minister of Community Rural and Galtacht 
Affairs who visited the County Hall to announce RAPID top-up grants for facilities 
benefiting from Sports Capital Funding in 2008.”



The report was NOTED.


(ii) Minutes of Meeting, 14th May 2008

 MINUTES OF SPORT, RECREATION, COMMUNITY AND PARKS STRATEGIC   POLICY COMMITTEE HELD on the 14th May 2008 in the Council Chamber

Attendance

Members                     Officials                                              

Cllr M Daly                     P Smith, Director of Services

Cllr D Keating                 E Walsh Senior Staff Officer


Cllr C Brophy                  T McDermott, Local Sports Partnership


Cllr J Neville                   Colin Ryan  Senior Planner


Cllr J Daly                      Dr Rosaleen  Dwyer Heritage  Officer                                  


Cllr P Cosgrave


A. Shields


C Johnston


S Reid

Apologies     

Cllr B Gogarty


Cllr R Dowds


Cllr C Jones


An Cathaoirleach Councillor M. Daly presided.

1/ Minutes of meeting of minutes of meeting of 18 February 2008 were discussed and 
matters arising dealt with.


Proposed by Cllr M Daly and seconded by Cllr J Neville the minutes were agreed as a true 
record.

2/ Community Infrastructure Update 
Cllr D. Keating enquired regarding commitment regarding the provision of Lucan Swimming Pool and a discussion ensued regarding the Capital Programme and provision of Lucan Swimming Pool and funding of further Skateboard Park to which Cllrs. D. Keating,  M. Daly, J. Neville and S. Reid  and P. Smith contributed.  A. Shields commended the recommencement of work at the new Shamrock Rovers stadium.  


3/ Audit of Sports Facilities

P. Smith outlined details of proposed audit.

C Johnson enquired if the Clondalkin Swimming Pool upgrade and facilities such as Tallaght Athletic track are part of new audit, stressing the need to capitalise on 2012 Olympics.  Cllr M Daly concurred noting that Ryder Cup only focused on hotels and suggested that a proposal on this matter should be further considered at overall  Corporate level. 


This item should be revisited at future meeting.


4/ Heritage Plan
Colin Ryan, Senior Planner introduced Dr Rosaleen Dwyer, South Dublin County Council’s Heritage Officer to the Committee and Dr Dwyer made a Presentation on the proposed new Heritage Plan for South Dublin County.

It is expected that a first draft of the Plan will be ready in November / December of this year, following which there will be a period of public consultation etc. Final amendments are expected in spring 2009.


A public launch of the Plan is projected for early / mid summer 2009


A discussion ensued regarding aspects of the Heritage Plan to which members contributed and Cllr. M. Daly advised all members of the Committee to provide any relevant information they may have to Dr. Dwyer.


5/ AOB  

A Shields enquired re Comhairle Na nOg representation on SPC and Cllr M Daly asked that this be followed up on.  


This matter to be further investigated.


The meeting ended at 6.30 pm”

The minutes were NOTED.

(C/0389/08)
HOUSING AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE – (i) REPORT OF MEETING 11TH SEPTEMBER  2008, 

(ii) MINUTES OF MEETING 15TH MAY 2008.

The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:
(i) “REPORT OF MEETING, 11TH SEPTEMBER 2008

    Members:



Council Officials:
	M Ardagh
	Frank Nevin
	A/Director of Housing

	M Corr
	H Hogan
	Senior Executive Officer

	R Dowds
	E Conlon
	Staff Officer

	J Hannon
	
	

	T Ridge
	
	

	
	
	

	R Smyth ,   Tallaght Community Forum

	M Healy,    Tallaght Homeless Advice Unit



Cllr R. Dowds chaired the meeting.

The meeting commenced with a presentation by Ms Margaret O Neill and Ms Carol Fitzmaurice from Threshold, Cork on Gillabbey Court. Gilabbey Court is a 
small development 
in Cork managed by Threshold and is a stepping stone for first time buyers towards the 
purchase of their first home. 

Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Ardagh, M. Corr, J. Hannon, T. Ridge, and R Dowds and Ms M. Healy contributed Ms. M O’Neill and Mr. F. Nevin, A/Director of Services responded to queries raised. Ms Carol Fitzmaurice invited the members to attend the Dublin Threshold Advice Centre. 


It was stated that were Threshold or any similar Housing body to approach South 
Dublin County Council with a similar proposal to Gilabbey Court it would be given due 
consideration.


H-I (1)
Minutes

The minutes of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 15th May, 2008 were proposed by Councillor  R Dowds and seconded by Cllr. T. Ridge and confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

H-I (2)
Matters Arising  

It was NOTED that the Housing Needs Assessment would be the subject of a full report to the next meeting of the SPC.


H-I (3)
Update on Anti-social Behaviour Policies

The following report which had been circulated was noted:


“Update Report on Anti-Social Behaviour Policies

The Council's Anti Social Behaviour Policy document entitled “A Safe and 
Peaceful Place to live" was adopted in February 2005.  The purpose of the policy was to create and sustain a safe and peaceful living environment for the tenants of South Dublin County Council by actively tackling anti social behaviour through prevention, enforcement, support and rehabilitation.


www.sdublincoco.ie/sdcc/departments/housing/publications/pdf
A sub-committee of the Housing and Social Strategic Policy Committee was established for the purpose of reviewing the aforementioned Policy document aimed at building on the UK  experience of Manchester City Council in dealing with anti-social behaviour with a particular focus on inter-agency co-operation, enforcement powers, victim focus, perpetrators rights and PR campaign. The sub-committee comprises of 3 members, Cllr. Marie Corr, Cllr. Cathal King and Ms. Betty Tyrrell-Collard (representing Trade Union interest).

The inaugural meeting of the committee was held on the 23rd October 2007. The meeting was attended by Cllrs. Corr and King. It was agreed that the business of the sub-group be conducted over an initial 3-month period October to December 
2007, to be reviewed in the context of progress on the business of the Committee. This timescale has been extended.


An overview of the four core principles of the current policy was outlined, Prevention, 
Enforcement, Support and Rehabilitation. Examples of some initiatives since the adoption 
of the 2005 Anti Social Behaviour Policy were outlined to the Committee:

The second meeting of the sub group took place on the 08th January 2008.
The meeting was attended by Inspector Pat Edgeworth of Tallaght Garda Station who gave a detailed presentation about the Garda Diversion Programme.

Inspector Edgeworth explained that if a child gets into trouble with the law, the Gardai​ may decide to caution him/her and keep him/her under supervision rather that go to court.  This form of diversion for children was started in 1964 and, because it has been successful, the Garda Juvenile Diversion Programme exists across the country and is included as part of the children Act 2001.  A child suspected of an offence is referred to the Garda Diversion Programme.  In 2005 there were 17,567 children referred to the programme and 75% were issued with a caution.  

Garda Youth Diversion Projects are run by the Gardai​ as part of the Garda Diversion Programme.  The projects aim to help children move away from 
behaving in a way that might
get them or their friends into trouble with the law.  They can help young people develop their sense of community and their social skills through different activities.  Under the Garda diversion programme are a number of local community based projects that are for children at local level.  The projects Encourage pr-social behaviour and are aimed at keeping kids out of trouble.   

The projects offer opportunities for education, employment training, sport, art, music and other activities.  Most projects operate outside of school hours; however, in areas with a high proportion of early school-leavers, activities may also be planned during the daytime.

There are 100 groups across Ireland.  Tallaght has 5 groups, each with approximately ‚¬100,000 funding which comes from the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform.  A full audit is done every year on each project.  There 
is an average increase of 5% in funding each year.  There are projects in Fettercairn, Killinarden, Brookview, Tymon 
North and Jobstown.  Upwards of 20 youths were referred to the 5 projects in 2007.  These groups target 11-16 year olds through referrals.  The projects have a full time co-ordinator (with salary) and the groups rely on volunteers to progress the projects.  South Dublin County 
Council has provided office space in its community centres to facilitate these groups.

The recently published Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2008 contains provisions in relation to anti social behaviour in local authority housing estates. Each Housing Authority will be required to draw and adopt an anti social behaviour strategy, the principal objectives of which shall be as follows:


(a) the prevention and reduction of anti-social behaviour


(b) the co-ordination of services within the housing authority directed at dealing 
with, or 
preventing or reducing, anti-social behaviour.

c) the promotion of co-operation with other persons, including the Garda Siochana, in the performance of their respective functions insofar as they relate to dealing with, or the prevention or reduction of, anti social behaviour, having regard to the need to avoid duplication of activities by the housing authority and such other persons in the performance of 
those functions, and


(d) the promotion of good estate management.


The Anti social behaviour strategy will set out the proposals of the Housing Authority for 
achieving these objectives including:


(a) procedures in relation to the making of complaints to the housing authority in 
respect of anti social behaviour; 


(b) initiatives for the prevention and reduction of anti social behaviour;

(c) the provision of education relating to, and the carrying out of research into, anti social behaviour and its prevention and reduction. 

In drawing up its anti social behaviour strategy Housing Authorities will be required to consult 
with -  


(a)   any joint policing committee established under section 36 of the Garda Siochana Act 
2005 in respect of its administrative area.


(b) the Garda Siochana,


(c) the Health Service Executive, and


(d) any other person as the authority considers appropriate.



http://www.environ.ie/en/Legislation/DevelopmentandHousing/Housing/Fil
eDownLoad,17932,en.pdf

The drawing up and adoption of the anti social behaviour strategy will be a reserved 
function of the Council. 

It is proposed to reconvene the SPC sub committee at an early date so as to plot a 
course for the preparation of the new strategy.” 

Mr. Frank Nevin, A/ Director of Housing summarised the report. Following a discussion to which Councillors T. Ridge, R. Dowds, C. King and M. Corr and Ms M. Healy contributed   Mr. F. Nevin, A/Director of Services responded to queries raised. The report was NOTED.

H-I (4)
Financial Contributions Scheme

The following report which had been circulated was noted:


Financial Contributions Scheme



The Scheme of Letting Priorities adopted by the Council on 12th December 2005 



was approved by the Minister for Housing and Urban Renewal on 21st December 


2006.  The Scheme provides for the introduction of a Financial Contribution 



Scheme where older persons who are owners of private dwellings and who find 



their existing dwelling too large for their needs, may apply for accommodation 



in designated Older Persons Dwellings subject to the payment of a financial 



contribution as follows:

	 Applicant's Age
	 Financial Contribution

	 50-54 years (on medical grounds only)
	 1/2 of net proceeds of sale

	 55-69 years
	 1/3 of net proceeds of sale

	 70-79 years
	 1/4 of net proceeds of sale

	 80 years and over
	 1/5 of net proceeds of sale


Applicants under this section will not be prioritised ahead of Older Persons on the Housing or Transfer Lists but will be included on the list from the date of approval.  Applicants under this section must offer their existing dwelling to the Council for purchase in the first instance.  South Dublin County Council has received 20 expression of interest to date.  


Under the Council's Scheme of Letting Priorities, South Dublin County Council 
Tenants (aged 55 or over) are also prioritised when downsizing accommodation. 

Technical issues associated with this Financial Contribution Scheme are currently 
being worked out with a view to bringing a final report before the Council and the Housing Strategic Policy Committee.  In the interim staff in the Housing Department will endeavour to identify a pilot project with a view to establishing the viability of the scheme.”


Mr Frank Nevin, A/ Director of Housing summarised the report. 

The report was NOTED.  

H-I (5) Traveller Accommodation Programme 2009 - 2013 


“Traveller Accommodation Programme 2009-2013
Under section 10 of the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act, 1998 the Council is required to prepare and adopt 5-year Traveller accommodation programmes. 

The existing programme will expire on 31st December, 2008 and we are now required to prepare a new 5-year programme for the period 1st January, 2009 to 31st December, 2013. 


The Minister has specified 30 April, 2009, as the latest date by which accommodation 
programmes must be adopted. The adoption of the programme is a reserved function.

The current Traveller Accommodation was adopted by the Council on the 9th May 2005 providing for the provision of 215 new units of traveller specific accommodation, (residential caravan parks and group housing), together with a further 83 units of social housing being made available to members of travelling community, giving a total number of accommodation units to be provided as 298.


The current position in respect of the provision of the above is:

	 
	Traveller Specific Accommodation
	Standard Social Housing

	Completed
	91
	84

	Currently under Construction
	  47
	 

	Total
	138 
	84



This number of units (222) represent a 75% delivery of the existing programme 

Traveller Specific Development which were provided prior to the 2005 (not included in the above figures)

	Cherryfield
	10 

	Owendoher
	9

	Oldcastle Drive
	14

	Greenhills Grove
	6

	Marlfield Crescent
	5

	St Aidans, Brookfield
	10


`

The following are the Traveller Specific development identified in the programme and their current status.

	Scheme
	Type and No. of Units
	Status

	2-Bay Ballyowen Meadows
	2 GH
	Completed and occupied May 2008

	3- Bay Lynch Lane (emergency)
	3 RCP Bays
	Completed and occupied March 2008

	Belgard Park
	8GH
	Completed & Occupied – August 2005

	Fortunestown
	10 Group Houses –
	Completed & Occupied December 2006

	Daletree Place
	10 Group Houses
	Completed & Occupied  August 2005

	Hayden’s Lane Place
	8 Group Houses
	Completed and occupied April 2007

	Hazel Hill, Killinarden
	5 Group Houses 5 Bay RCP
	Completed & Occupied December 2006  

	Kishogue
	10-bay RCP & 10 Group Houses
	Completed and Occupied June 2008

	Lock Road Emergency Facility
	6 bay RCP
	Completed & Occupied May 2006 – Plans for permanent accommodation being prepared for Section 8

	St. Aidan’s Close Brookfield
	5 Group Houses
	Completed & Occupied May 2006

	Tay Lane
	7 Group Houses
	Completed and occupied July 2008

	Lynch’s Park
	10 bay RCP & 9 Group Houses
	Under Construction – delivery expected November 2008

	Newcastle
	10 GH
	Under construction – delivery expected first quarter 2009  

	Stocking Lane
	10-bay RCP
	Under Construction – Delivery expected late 2009

	Coldcut
	8 GH
	Under construction .delivery expected late 2009

	Fonthill
	3-bay RCP & 3 GH
	Deferred pending determination of Metro West Line.  Constraints study being undertaken on the lands available at this location

	Rathcoole
	10 GH
	Deferred until completion of access Road – final site to be determined

	Oldcastle
	20 Units
	Concept design being drafted

	Ballyowen Lane
	10
	Residents have indicated that their preference is to have their current accommodation upgraded at meeting held with residents in July 2008 – Brief currently with Architects Department

	Belgard Road
	10 RCP
	Currently there are 8 families on this site in cramped conditions and without satisfactory facilities.  It was intended to extend and upgrade the site on land that was identified and included in the IT Masterplan for their site.  However when requested the IT have refused to provide the land required.  Currently the Architects Dept are preparing a brief for the redevelopment of this site. When available further efforts will be made to obtain the land needed to accommodate the site.   Discussions will also be undertaken with the Priory and the residents of the site themselves.

	Turnpike
	3 Group Houses
	Section 8 report being prepared for October Council meeting

	Adamstown
	10 houses
	Discussion under Part V currently taking place with developer

	Adamstown
	20 houses
	Future delivery under Part V Agreement

	Bustyhill
	10
	Future Site

	Brittas
	10 
	Future Site



In 2007 9 families were accommodated as a result of casual vacancies.

The provision of the above accommodation has resulted in the closure of  temporary halting sites at St. Maelruan’s Field, Tallaght, Kishogue and Balgaddy Clondalkin, and with the provision of the new Lynch’s Park the existing temporary Lynch’s Lane RCP will be closed

Progress in respect of transient accommodation is dependent on the consensus of all four 
Dublin Authorities, and is at present under discussion.   

An Assessment of Needs under Section 6(5) of the Traveller Accommodation Act 
1998 was carried out in March 2008.  The assessment asked families to specify which type of accommodation they would like to avail of, i.e. group house, caravan bay or standard Council housing.

137 families took part in the assessment of these 10 families opted for all three 
types of accommodation, 12 opted for two types of accommodation and 115 opted for one type of accommodation. 


The following is a summary breakdown of the assessment:

	FAMILIES IN ASSESSMENT
	137

	FAMILIES INCLUDED IN 2004 ASSESSMENT
	67

	NEW FAMILIES (families only in 2008 assessment)
	70

	SOCIAL HOUSING
	23

	GROUP HOUSING
	66

	RCP'S
	54

	NO. REACHING 18 BY 2011 (approx.)
	80


 

Having regard to these figures and the current development in progress and identified it is estimated that an additional 13 units of traveller specific accommodation 
will be required during the period of the next construction programme for traveller specific accommodation.
Circular No. TAU 7/08  (attached) from the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government directs that all relevant Housing Authorities to prepare and adopt a 5 year Traveller Accommodation programme. The new programme is to cover the period 1st date by which accommodation programmes must be adopted. 

The Minister has also specified that under Section 6(1) of the 1998 Act, that an assessment of the needs for existing sites be conducted. This assessment must include an assessment of the need for transient sites; however, these provisions do NOT apply to the assessment of projected need.

Public Notice of South Dublin County Council’s intention to prepare a Traveller Accommodation Programme for the period 2009-2013 was published on the 22nd 
July, 2008, closing date for submission was the 22nd August 2008.“ 

 Bottom of Form

Mr. Hugh Hogan, Senior Executive Officer gave a presentation on the new Traveller Accommodation Programme 2009 - 2013. A Memorandum from the DOEHLG and Circular No.  TAU 7 /08 were presented. Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Ardagh, T. Ridge, C King, R Dowds and M. Corr, and Ms M. Healy, contributed Mr. H Hogan, Senior Executive Officer and Mr. F. Nevin, A/Director of Services responded to queries raised. The success of the current Traveller Accommodation Programme was noted and it was acknowledged that this would not have been possible without the help and courage of the Members.

The Report was Noted.


H-I(6)
Part V Workshop

It was AGREED that the workshop would be scheduled for Friday, 26th September (pm).”

The meeting concluded at   7 pm.”
The report was NOTED.

(ii) Minutes of Meeting, 15th May 2008



“MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE HOUSING AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD on Thursday 15th May, 2008
 


PRESENT:


Members:                             Council Officials:

Cllr. M. Corr (Chair)                F. Nevin                       A/Director of Housing

Cllr. R. Dowds                       Y. Dervan                      Senior Executive Officer


Cllr J. Hannon                       M. O Shaughnessy         Senior Executive Officer


Clr. C. King                           H. Hogan                      Senior Executive Officer


Cllr T. Ridge                          E. Conlon                      Staff Officer


Cllr. M. Ardagh                                    


Mr. R. Smyth, Tallaght Community Forum


Ms B. Tyrrell-Collard, C.P.S.U. & I.C.T.U. Trade Union


Ms M Healy, Tallaght Homeless Advice Unit


The meeting commenced with a presentation by Ms Noreen Mulrine from the Safe-Home 
Programme on the Repatriation for Irish Emigrants. Following a discussion to which 
Councillors M. Ardagh, T. Ridge, J. Hannon, M. Corr, and Ms Betty Tyrrell-Collard 
contributed Ms. Mulrine and Mr. F. Nevin, A/Director of Services responded to queries 
raised. It was AGREED that the subject would be raised as a Headed Item at a future 
meeting of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee.


H-I (1) Minutes

The minutes of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee 
Meeting held on 14th February, 2008 were proposed by Councillor M. Corr and seconded 
by Cllr. R. Dowds and confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.


The Minutes of the Joint Meeting of Housing and Social Development Strategic 
Policy Committee and Economic Development (incl. Planning and 
Development) Strategic Policy Committee held on the 14th February, 2008 
were proposed by Councillor M. Corr and seconded by Cllr.  J. Hannon and confirmed and
approved as a true record and signed


H-I (2) Matters Arising (Part V policy Workshop)

Ms M O Shaughnessy, Senior Executive Officer proposed two dates for the workshop; the 
11th June 2008 or the 26th June 2008.


It was AGREED that the workshop would be postponed until September, the date to be 
agreed.


H-I (3)  Estate Management

Ms Y Dervan, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report. 


Following a discussion to which Councillors R. Dowds, M. Corr, T. Ridge, J. Hannon, M. 
Ardagh, and Mr. Roderick Smyth and Ms M. Healy contributed Ms. Y. Dervan, Senior 
Executive Officer and Mr. F. Nevin, A/Director of Services responded to queries raised. It 
was 
AGREED to write to the Court Services to organise a visit by them to sites of 
Anti-social behaviour in South Dublin County Council.


The report was NOTED. 


H-I (4) Update on Housing Needs Assessment

Ms Y Dervan, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report. Mr F. Nevin, A/ Director 
of Housing underlined that this was not a completed Assessment of Needs but rather 
an interim update.


The report was NOTED.


H-I (5) Social inclusion/ Homelessness 


Mr F. Nevin, A/Director of Services spoke on a presentation made by Mr Robert Mills, 
Greenhills College concerning homelessness.


http://membersnet.sdublincoco.ie/memberscmas/documents/178310_Social%20Inclusio
n%20Project.ppt

It was AGREED to write to Mr Mills congratulating him for the report.


H-I (6) Report on visit by NTACC

Mr. F. Nevin, A/Director of Services summarised the report. 


http://membersnet.sdublincoco.ie/memberscmas/documents/178450_NTACC%20all%20
slides.ppt

It was AGREED to forward the report to the Members in an accessible format. 


The report was NOTED.


The meeting concluded at 7 p.m.”
Sìniù:   __Marie B Corr____            Dàta    :____11/09/2008_______

                   An Cathaoirleach

                   Councillor M. Corr

The minutes were NOTED.

(C/0390/08)  ARTS, CULTURE, GAEILGE, EDUCATION AND LIBRARIES STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE
The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:
(i) Report of Meeting, 15th September 2008


“REPORT OF ARTS, CULTURE, AN GAEILGE, EDUCATION & LIBRARIES 
STRATEGIC 
POLICY COMMITTEE HELD on 15th September 2008 in the 
Council Chamber

Attendance


Members  

                   



Officials


Cllr J Hannon


Cllr G O’Connell                  



Cllr S. O’Conchuir                         B. Coman, Senior Executive Officer


Cllr C Keane
                                


Cllr J Neville

               Ian Stobbart, County Librarian


Cllr T McDermott                           


Cllr C Jones


Cllr M Ardagh


 B Bollard




J Fay 


A Fitzpatrick 


B Bollard                                            


Apologies:


E Smart


An Cathaoirleach Cllr. J. Hannon presided.

1. Minutes of meeting of 19th May 2008 - Proposed by Cllr M Ardagh and 
seconded by Cllr C Jones and agreed.

2. Matters Arising – general discussion and update took place on the Arts Centre 
progress and following contributions form J Fay and Cllr C Jones agreed that a tour of 
the Centre be provided to the members and that a report on the Arts Centre be 
presented at the next meeting.

The Committee advised that Ms Karen Phillips was appointed Executive Director of the 
Centre and had taken up duty

3. 
Libraries Update


Ian Stobbart County Librarian presented an update on progress on the new County 
Library and new initiatives that have been introduced since the last meeting of the 
Committee covering such areas of innovation and progress on online registration, 
customer profiling, county library usage, Digitisation of Tallaght Echo, Family Learning 
Project – Telling Tales (members provided with copies and cd) and digitisation of Local 
Studies Resources.

Following a debate to which Cllrs G. O’Connell, M Ardagh,C Keane, S O’Connor, C Jones and J Fay, B Bollard and A Fitzpatrick contributed, the work of the Libraries was praised and report noted.

4. 
Farmers Market Report


B Coman presented report and update on the Farmers Market and also proposal 
for 
Christmas Market 2008.


Following a general debate to which Cllrs J Hannon, G O’Connell, S O’Connor, C 
Keane  
and M Ardagh contributed and to which B Coman responded the report 
was noted and 
agreed to proceed and progress as quickly as possible.


5. 
Catania Sicily Links


B Coman presented a report and update on the project of establishing cultural links with 
Catania Sicily advising that a trip to Catania to further the project was not possible this 
year due to funding constraints and the need to await the appointment of the 
Executive Director of the County Arts Centre. Following a debate to which Cllrs J 
Hannon, M Ardagh and G O’Connell and B Bollard contributed and B Coman 
responded it was agreed that provision for a trip next March to be provided for in 
the 2009 budgets.

A.O.B.


There was no other business

The meeting then ended at 7.00 pm”

The report was NOTED.

(ii) Minutes of Meeting, 19th May 2008
 “MINUTES OF ARTS, CULTURE, AN GAEILGE, And EDUCATION & LIBRARIES STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE HELD on 19th May 2008 in the Council Chamber

               


Attendance


Members                                             Officials


Cllr J Hannon                                      P. Smith, Director of Community Services.


Cllr G O’Connell                                   I.  Stobbart, County Librarian.


Cllr S O’Conchuir                                 O. Scannell , Arts Officer.


Cllr C Keane                                        H. Pierce, Admin. Officer.


Cllr J Neville                                        R. McAcree Public Art Programme Co-ordinator. 


Cllr C Jones                                         M. Kenny, Senior Planner.


Cllr M Ardagh                                      Dr. R Dwyer, South Dublin Heritage Officer.


B. Bollard                                            A. Nic Dhonnacha, Irish Officer


J. Fay


E. Smart


A. Fitzpatrick


Apologies.


Cllr T McDermott


An Cathaoirleach Cllr J Hannon presided.


1.    Minutes of meeting of 18th February 2008.

         
 - Proposed by Cllr M Ardagh, seconded by Cllr C Jones and agreed.


2.   Matters Arising.


It was agreed following discussion and presentation by Aoileann Nic Dhonnacha on 
proposals put forward by Sub Committee of SPC that consideration be given to South 
Dublin County hosting a National Irish Language Conference in 2009.

Further proposals in connection with this conference will be brought to SPC meeting by the sub committee.


It was agreed to take item 5 next.


3.   Item 5  - Heritage Plan for South Dublin County.

M Kenny, Senior Planner introduced Dr R O’Dwyer, South Dublin County Heritage Officer to the Committee and Dr Dwyer made a Presentation on the Heritage Plan for South Dublin County.

A first draft of the plan will be ready in November / December of this year, following which here will be a period of public and Council consultation. Final amendments are expected in Spring 2009.


A public launch of the plan is projected for early / mid summer 2009

Following debate during which Dr Dwyer was welcomed to the Council by  SPC members and congratulated on her presentation a number of points were raised by Cllrs Neville, Keane , Hannon, O’Connell, Ardagh ,  J Fay and B Bollard  including the importance of the tourist potential of the plan and the need to recognise and include the two proposed County museums.


The plan was noted and approved.


It was agreed to take item 7 next.


4.  Item 7 - Farmers Market.

P smith advised the Committee on the current position regarding the Farmers Market and following debate to which Cllrs Hannon, Keane . O’Conchuir, O’Connell , Neville , Ardagh and J Fay contributed it was agreed that the original SPC sub committee which was involved in establishing the Farmers Market would be re-established to examine all issues surrounding a successful re-launch of the market in current or new location,


All options to be considered.


A report will be made to next meeting of SPC.


5.    Item 2 -   Library Update.


Ian Stobbart, County Librarian, presented a report on the successful opening and 
operation of new County Library. He detailed the various new technologies being used – 
very successfully - by both staff and customers and in particular noted the IT training 
facilities.

Ian Stobbart also outlined the various activities and programmes currently taking place and referred to the Right To Read Campaign and other programmes and activities aimed at children , young people and adults.

Following debate to which Cllrs Hannon, Ardagh, Keane, O’Conchuir and B. Bollard contributed various matters were raised and discussed in relation to adult literacy, disadvantaged communities and access to library facilities, and making provision for those whose first language is not English. Ian Stobbart responded to points raised in context of Library Development Programme and current activities.


The Committee congratulated Ian Stobbart and the Library staff for their hard work and 
commitment.


The Library will be officially opened on 9th June next by the Mayor in the presence of 
Minister John Gormley TD.


6. Item 3 County Arts update.


Orla Scannell, County Arts Officer made a Presentation on progress to date in relation to
the registration of the County Arts Centre Company.

Following debate presentation was welcomed and Orla Scannell responded to various points raised by Cllrs Hannon, Keane, Neville, O’Connell, Ardagh, B Bollard and J Fay.


It was then agreed that nominations to Board would proceed as was agreed at last 
meeting.


It was noted that Cllr Hannon had already been confirmed as a member of the Board.

Cllr Keane proposed that B Bollard be nominated (as a non elected member of SPC) this was seconded by Cllr O ‘Conchuir.


Following further debate to which all contributed it was agreed that Cllrs Keane and 
Neville be nominated to the Board, each to serve a half term of 18 months with Cllr 
Keane serving the first half term.


The above nominations were agreed and approved.


Orla Scannell reported next on Catania – Scicily – Cultural Exchange.

Following a general discussion it was agreed to further explore possible links and it was noted and approved that such a proposed cultural exchange would be a positive development for South Dublin County Council.


7. Item 4    In Context 3 update.


Rachel McAree, Public Art Programme Co-ordinator made a Presentation in which  she 
outlined in detail progress to date in connection with the various public art programmes.


In particular activities associated with the In Context 3 Programme  at the County Arts 
Centre were referred to:-


Exhibitions


‘Open Studios ‘


Displays


Seminars / Talks


Education


Performance.


Rachel McAree also gave details of the various artists involved together with information 
on their experience, activities and projects.


A full programme of activities and events to be held during the Summer / Autumn was 
outlined.

Following discussion to which Cllrs Hannon and Keane contributed Rachel McAree and Orla Scannell were congratulated on the scope and scale of the Public Art Programme.

Item 6 – Audit Of Arts Facilities was referred to and will also be included an agenda for next meeting.


Meeting concluded at 7.15 pm.”

  
The minutes were NOTED.
(C/0391/08)
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (INCL PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT)STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE – (i) REPORT OF MEETING 17th SEPTEMBER 2008 (ii) MINUTES OF MEETING 20TH FEBRUARY  (iii)MINUTES OF JOINT MEETING OF HOUSINGAND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIC    POLICY COMMITTEE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (INCL PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT) 
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE HELD ON THE 14TH FEBRUARY, 
2008
The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:
(i) Report of Meeting, 17th September 2008

“REPORT OF MEETING OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE HELD ON 17th SEPTEMBER 2008


Present:


Councillors                               
Sectoral Representatives

                          






Dorothy Corrigan


Justin Byrne


Robert Dowds



Jim Fay            


Trevor Gilligan



John Kearns


Cait Keane



Noel O’Connor


Mick Murphy   


Shane O’Connor    




Eamon Tuffy


Eamonn Walsh










                 


Apologies for inability to attend were received from Cllrs. J. Neville and E. Maloney.


Councillor E. Tuffy, Strategic Policy Committee Chairperson, presided. 


Officials present:


Tom Doherty, Director of Planning


Emer O’Gorman, Senior Executive Officer


Michael Kenny, Senior Planner


Colin Ryan, Senior Planner


Dr. Rosaleen Dwyer, Heritage Officer  


ITEM 1:  Minutes

(a) Minutes of Meeting of Economic Development (including Planning & Development) SPC of 20th February 2008, which had been circulated, were proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy and seconded by Councillor R. Dowds and APPROVED as a true record and signed.

(b) Minutes of Meeting Joint Housing & Social Development SPC & Economic Development (including Planning & Development) SPC of 14th February 2008, which had been circulated, were proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy and seconded by Councillor R. Dowds and APPROVED as a true record and signed.


Matters Arising


None



It was agreed to take Item 3 in advance of Item 2



ITEM 3:  Heritage Plan for South Dublin County


Dr. Rosaleen Dwyer, Heritage Officer made a presentation to the Members.

Contributions were made by Cllrs E. Tuffy, E. Walsh, R. Dowds, D. Corrigan, C. Keane, and S. O’Connor and Mr. J. Fay, J. Byrne, and J. Kearns to which Dr. Dwyer, Heritage Officer, 
responded.  


ITEM 2:  Policy to address Minimum Energy Efficiency Standards in the  

            County 


Tom Doherty, Director of Planning, presented a report to the Committee.


Contributions were made by Cllrs. T. Gilligan, E. Walsh, D. Corrigan, C. Keane, and S. 
O’Connor, M. Murphy and Mr. J. Byrne, J. Kearns, J. Fay and N. O’Connor to which T. 
Doherty, Director of Planning, responded.  



ITEM 4:  Development Plan Review and Preparation of New Plan for 

            2010 – 2016


Colin Ryan, Senior Planner, made a presentation to the Members.

Contributions were made by Cllrs. E. Tuffy, C. Keane, and Mr. J. Byrne and Mr. J. Fay to which Mr. Ryan, Mr. Kenny, Senior Planners and Mr. Doherty, Director of Planning, responded.


ITEM 5:  Policy on Planning Enforcement 

A discussion took place on Policy on Planning Enforcement and Mr. T. Doherty, Director of Planning, stated that a full report will be available at the next Economic Development & Planning SPC Meeting.


ITEM 6:  Rise in Live Register Numbers in the County (Clondalkin &    

            Tallaght Social Welfare Office) and Job Losses


Emer, O’Gorman, Senior Executive Officer, made a presentation to the Members. 


Following contributions from Cllrs. C. Keane E. Tuffy, Mr. J. Byrne, Mr. J. Kearns and Mr. 
J. Fay, Ms. E. O’Gorman responded to the queries raised.


ITEMS NOT REACHED


ITEM 7:  Proposed Development at Clutterland and Milltown Business Park 
adjacent to Grange Castle Business Park.


ITEM 8:  Any Other Business

There was no business under this heading.”
The report was NOTED.

(ii) Minutes of Meeting, 20th Feb. 2008

“MINUTES OF MEETING OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE HELD ON 20th FEBRUARY 2008


Present:


Councillors                                Sectoral Representatives

                          






E. Tuffy




Justin Byrne


E. Walsh



John Kearns


R. Dowds



Noel O’Connor


T. Gilligan 



Jim Fay


S. O’Connor    




M. Murphy                           

                             


Apology for inability to attend was received from Cllr. J. Neville.


Councillor E. Tuffy, Strategic Policy Committee Chairperson, presided. 


Officials present:


Jim Walsh, Director of Economic Development


Emer O’Gorman, Senior Executive Officer


Martin Judge, Senior Executive Officer


Neil O’Byrne, Senior Planner


ITEM 1:  Minutes

Minutes of Meeting of 19th September 2007, which had been circulated, were proposed by Councillor R. Dowds and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy and APPROVED as a true      record and signed.



Matters Arising

It was agreed at the SPC meeting of 19th September 2007 that the sub committee’s Report on the Consideration of Planning Policy Initiatives to Ameliorate Anti-Social Behaviour in New and Existing Developments be recommended to the full Council meeting for adoption.  The report was noted at 
the subsequent Council meeting.  Cllr. Tuffy recommended and it was AGREED that the report be re-considered at the next Council 
meeting.


It was agreed to take Item 4 in advance of Item 2


ITEM 4:  Energy Use in South Dublin 

Neil O’Byrne, Senior Planner, made a presentation to the Members on Energy Use in South Dublin.

“A Motion in the name of Councillor C. Keane was considered and noted at the 
Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Meeting of 3rd March 2007.  The Motion stated as 
follows: 
“That this Committee agrees to draw up an updated policy on building regulations and the criteria required by South Dublin County Council in all future new build to meet the highest 
sustainable/environmentally friendly/energy efficient standards, as developed by Dun Laoghaire/Rathdown recently."

The Report in response to the Motion stated that:


“The Council is committed to developing South Dublin County in a sustainable and 
energy efficient manner. To progress this, the Council is currently investigating 
 
experience elsewhere.  
With regard to the Building Regulations;  these are a set of national standards for proper building construction.  All new building works within the State are required to be in compliance with them in relation to, for example, disabled access, fire safety, insulation etc.  
The developer’s architect/engineer as distinct from the Council is obligated to certify compliance of any building with the Building Regulations. The Regulations are subject to periodic review and update by the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government (DEHLG).  Individual local authorities have 
neither 
the resources nor the legal mandate to make such regulations or to engage in such reviews or to set standards which may be significantly at variance with national guidance and regulation and to the standards pertaining in other local authority areas.  In addition to do so would be unworkable and there ould be no basis for enforcement.  It would also mislead members of the public and give them a false sense of security, in that purchasers may perceive they are getting animproved or updated standard/regulation relating to this county when such standard/regulation would in fact be unenforceable and may have unintended consequences.  
The Council is approaching the complex issues of sustainability and energy efficiency in a practical and coherent way so that it can have real meaning for those who live, work and visit the county.  One example of this is the Planning Department’s forthcoming advice document ‘Home Extension Guide’ that will be circulated shortly.  This will include simple, practical environmentally sustainable measures for individual householders as one of the key principles to consider in extending a home.
In addition the Planning Department has secured funding from the DEHLG to consider how environmentally sustainable standards might be implemented in the framing of plans for a new development area (Clonburris SDZ).  The Council is also 
examining best practice in relation to environmental sustainability including practice in some of the European countries which are leaders in this field.”
It is desirable that a common approach be adopted throughout Ireland as opposed to each local authority endeavouring to enforce different standards.

A report on “Sustainability and the Built Environment” in a recent edition of Sustainable Energy Ireland’s Energy Update notes that “sustainable building design 
should aim to provide a balanced solution, offering optimum working/living conditions, alongside reduced environmental impact, both now and in the future.  Taking the complete building lifecycle into consideration, there are many factors involved, from the location of the building, its design, subsequent operation and maintenance, to the construction materials and practices used, and how any future changes of use are addressed”. 

Sustainable Energy Ireland’s Energy Update (copy of report attached) summarises the activities at national level which are leading towards more sustainable building design.  These include - 

·        the transposing of the European Performance of Buildings Directive (EPBD)  DIRECTIVE 2002/91/EC of the European Parliament and of The Council of 16 December 2002 and the European Communities (Energy Performance of Buildings)Regulations 2006 S.I. No. 666 of 2006 on the energy performance of buildings  into national legislation by way of new energy performance standards specified in Part L of the Building Regulations (published in December 2005)  the Building Regulation (Amendment) Regulations 2005 (S.I. No. 873 of 2005) and the Building Control Act 2007.  The EBDF is seen as playing a vital role in achieving emission reduction objectives as well as introducing a building performance rating system.

·        An EPBD Action Plan, a document that sets out the proposed tasks, responsibilities and timescales for implementing the Directive in Ireland.  A Draft Action Plan was prepared by an Interdepartmental Working Group which comprised senior officials drawn from:

· Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (DEHLG); 

· Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources (DCMNR); and  

· Sustainable Energy Ireland (SEI).

The Action Plan represents a balanced and realistic approach to implementation, 
aimed at establishing procedures, systems and day-to-day delivery in a manner, which is practical, clear, consistent and cost-efficient.


·        Building Energy Rating (BER)


·        Home Heating Appliance Register of Performance


·        BER Training.

The EU Directive on the Energy Performance of Buildings (EPBD) contains a range of provisions aimed at improving energy performance of residential and non-residential buildings, both new-build and existing.  This Directive was adopted into Irish law as Regulation in 2006.   Energy consumption for heating, cooling, lighting and other services in buildings gives rise to nearly half of all Ireland’s energy related CO2 emissions and is increasing all the time. This represents one third of Ireland’s greenhouse gas emissions associated with global warming.  Housing alone accounts for over one quarter of energy related CO2 emissions.

The EPBD obliges specific forms of information and advice on energy performance to be provided to building purchasers, tenants and users. This Information and advice provides consumers with information regarding the energy performance of a building and enables them to take this into consideration in any decisions on property transactions. 

As part of the Directive, a Building Energy Rating (BER) certificate, which is effectively an energy label, will be required at the point of sale or rental of a building (including dwellings), or on completion of a new building.   Protected Structures, National Monuments, places of worship, detached structures less than 50M2 and certain temporary buildings are exempt.   Failure to secure a BER certificate at the proper time could hinder or delay the legal completion of a sale or letting or a future disposal of the relevant dwelling.

A BER for a building will be valid for 10 years from the date of issue, unless there is a material change in the building in the meantime which could affect its energy performance – for example an extension to the building, a significant change to the building fabric or a change in the heating system or fuel used.  Therefore if  a property which has received a BER is placed on the market within 10 years of that BER being issued, and the property has experienced no relevant alteration in the meantime, then that same BER may be used by the building owner for the purposes of meeting their obligations under the Regulations.

After July 1st 2008, energy performance certificates will have to be made available whenever a new building is developed, let or sold in the Irish market.   (Transitional BER exemptions will 
apply to new non-domestic buildings for which 
planning permission are applied on or before 30 June 2008 provided the new non-domestic buildings involved are substantially completed by 30 June 2010.)
The BER requirement will impact on an estimated 170,000 sale or rental 
transactions nationally per year.   BERs will mean that anyone buying a house will be able to 
check the energy performance of the house and get an indication of the annual running costs.  It will allow people to take energy costs into consideration in their purchasing decisions.  This is becoming more and more important as energy costs are increasing all the time.


It is expected that investments in the energy performance of homes will benefit building 
owners and users in terms of improved comfort, lower energy running costs and 
possibly 
higher property values.   Over time it can be expected to contribute to a 
change in 
market behaviour, which will ultimately improve the energy efficiency of the national 
housing stock and collectively, over time, these market activities could result in an 
environmental protection benefit in terms of a reduction in CO2 emissions from Ireland’s 
national building stock.

Properties with a high energy efficiency rating could ultimately be more valuable than those with a low rating.

The certification of energy performance in buildings, which must be implemented by each EU member state, will be the first legislative step driving this agenda.

A BER (Building Energy Rating) is standard calculation of the energy performance of a building, produced by a qualified assessor using procedures including calculation method and software approved by Sustainable Energy Ireland (SEI) and including a survey of the building here required by direction of SEI.  BER is based 
on primary energy demand and the BER scale ranges from “A1” (most efficient) to “G” (least efficient).  The building owner is required to provide the BER to prospective buyers and tenants.  BER will, therefore, make the energy performance characteristics of the building transparent to prospective buyers and tenants. As a result, buyers and 
tenants will be able, for the first time, to take energy performance into consideration in their decision to purchase or rent a building.

Overall, the message in a market context is: “information is power”.   BER is about equipping the consumer with information and the consequent power to act in their own best interests.

Commercial buildings that achieve a higher energy performance rating are likely to be more desirable to tenants, particularly occupiers with stated ‘green’ corporate objectives or occupiers that can appreciate the cost savings such that buildings can provide through reduced running costs, lower service charges etc


The move towards the provision of sustainable buildings is likely to be driven by both 
legislative change and occupier demand.

Despite the increasing awareness of the need to incorporate sustainable 
measures into building design and the knowledge that further legislative and regulatory change is looming on the horizon, energy efficient buildings are still the exception rather than the rule in the Irish property market.  Few disagree with the concept of sustainability but developers are 
reluctant to implement it, particularly if it is likely to cost more and offer little short-term 
financial reward.  However, energy efficiency will soon be an expectation as opposed to an exception in the Irish property market.

As noted in the Report to the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee individual 
local authorities have neither the resources nor the legal mandate to make new building regulations or to engage in such reviews or to set standards which may 
be significantly at variance with national guidance and regulation and to the standards pertaining in other local authority areas.  However local authorities, such as South Dublin County, can embrace and work energetically and innovatively within the national guidelines and standards and with stakeholders in the area of sustainable development and building design to achieve a more sustainable and energy efficient county.

To achieve greater energy efficiency for new building, The Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, has initiated public consultation on draft regulations to amend Part L of the Second Schedule to the 1995 Regulations (Conservation of Fuel and Energy) to:-


(1) set higher thermal performance/insulation standards for the provision of new 
dwellings, where work commences on or after 1 July 2008. 

The operative date is subject to transitional arrangements in relation to dwellings for which planning permission or approval is applied for on or before 30 June 2008, and where substantial work has been completed by the 30th day of June 2009, or a 
Part 8 notice is published, on or before the 30 June 2008, provided substantial work has been completed by 30 June 2009.

The guidelines stipulate that the new homes can achieve these new standards in 
the following ways.
Significant improvements in wall, roof and floor insulation levels will be required. 
Some form of renewable energy, such as solar thermal heating, will also be an essential element. The use of energy efficient lighting (in the region of half of all fixed lights) will also reduce energy demand and CO2 levels. Heating systems will be required to have thermostats, time controls and, in larger homes, heating zones. Boilers will have to perform to minimum efficiency standards. Air testing to ensure homes are not leaking excessive heat will also be required.

The requirement of draft regulation is to be met by providing that the energy performance of the new dwelling is such as to limit the calculated primary energy consumption and related CO2 emissions insofar as is reasonably practicable, when both energy consumption and CO2 emissions are calculated using the Dwelling Energy Assessment Procedure (DEAP) published by Sustainable Energy Ireland.

A draft Technical Guidance Document (New Dwellings) has also been prepared  

The aim of Part L of the First Schedule to the Building Regulations is to limit the use of fossil fuel energy and related CO2 emissions arising from the operation of buildings, while ensuring that occupants can achieve adequate levels of lighting and thermal comfort.  It also provides for the use of Renewable Energy Technologies.

The above compliments the provisions of the 2006 Finance Act support package for renewable energy.  The package of measures includes bio-fuels excise relief package and funding for renewable energy schemes including Biomass, grants for home-owners, and aid for combined heat and power.  It will assist the large-scale deployment of renewable sources of energy over the next few years.”


Contributions were made by Cllrs. R. Dowds, E. Walsh, T. Gilligan, Mr. J. Byrne, Mr. J. Fay, and Mr. N. O’Connor, to which Mr. N. Byrne, Senior Planner responded.  It was proposed and AGREED that the SPC consider developing a policy to address minimum energy efficiency standards in the County.


ITEM 2:  Rise in Live Register Numbers in the County (Clondalkin &    

            Tallaght Social Welfare Office) and Job Losses


Emer, O’Gorman, Senior Executive Officer, made a presentation to the Members. 


Presentation
Following contributions from Cllrs. S. O’Connor, E. Tuffy, E. Walsh, Mr. J. Fay, Mr. R. Dowds and Mr. J. Kearns, Mr. Jim Walsh, Director of Economic Development responded to the queries raised.


It was AGREED that the matter should be considered further in conjunction with the 
County Development Board.  J. Walsh AGREED to raise the item at the next Economic 
Development Working Group of the CDB.


ITEM 3:  Proposed Programme of Work for the SPC for the remainder of   

               2008.


Cllr. E. Tuffy requested that the Members of the SPC submit items for inclusion in the 
programme of work to the Economic Development Department.


It was NOTED that two items had emerged under items 2 & 4 for inclusion in the work 
programme.


ITEM 5: Updates on Clonburris SDZ and Clonburris and Liffey Valley  


              LAPs


Martin Judge, Senior Executive Officer, made a presentation to the Members. 


“Updates on Clonburris SDZ and Clonburris and Liffey Valley LAPs


Clonburris Planning Scheme


The preparation of Clonburris Local Area Plan and Strategic Development zone Planning Scheme were commenced in mid 2006. Both were an integrated 
developmental approach to planning in a sustainable manner of a new neighborhood comprising 265 HA’s along the Kildare commuter railway and including 2 new rail stations at Clondalkin. The model was based on the widely acclaimed and international award-winning Adamstown Project. In all there was a total of 15,000 residential units together with parks, primary and post primary schools, retail and social recreational infrastructure both public and private all to be developed over a 15/20 year time-scale phased in line with the provision of public transport 
and other infrastructural facilities. The Plan prepared by the team that developed the Adamstown Project was supported by internationally renowned transport and retail consultants wide-ranging pre-plan public consultation took place in June and July 2006 and public display of the Planning Scheme took place from August to October 2007 during which time a total of 18,000 letters were distributed to homes and businesses in the Lucan/Clondalkin area. The Managers reports following receipt of submission from the public issued on the 7th and 10th December which recommended some 50 changes to the scheme.


On the 18th December 2007 at a special County Council Meeting the Local Area Plan was 
determined subject to a number of material variations which necessitated a further 
period of public display of the material variations made and a report on this report will be 
made to the County Council at its March meeting. 

At its meeting on 9th January the Council made a determination on the Planning 
Scheme within the SDZ area and a number of variations were made. A number of appeals have been lodged for consideration and determination by An Bord Pleanála in due course. 

(Details of variations made are available on a special Clonburris website, 
www.clonburris.ie)” 


“Liffey Valley Town Centre Local Area Plan

At its meeting on 12th December 2007 the Council determined the Liffey Valley Town 
Centre Local Area Plan with a material variation.


The Plan proposes the expansion of the Liffey Valley retail centre and the provision of 
residential, commercial, public, social and civic uses appropriate to its planned role as a 
designated Town Centre for the Lucan/Clondalkin area. 

The material variation made related to the provision of a new direct access/egress to the N4. This necessitated the placing of the variation on public display together with the receipt of any submissions relating thereto. A report on this matter will be made to the March meeting of the Council.” 


The reports were NOTED.

ITEM 6:  Update on Grange Castle Business Park


Jim Walsh, Director of Economic Development, presented a report to the Members on the 
roll out of infrastructure and progress with clients expressing interest in locating in the 
Business Park. 
“The Council is pleased to announce that Microsoft has confirmed that it 
proposes to locate it’s new European data centre in Grange Castle Business Park, Clondalkin.

Planning permission has already been granted for the $500 million (€343.6 million) 51,000 sq. metre data centre.  Work has now commenced and the datacentre is due to open in  May 2009.


Grange Castle will be the main data centre for Microsoft in the European Middle East and 
Africa region to support it’s “software and services” strategy of offering more of I
t’s
applications as services over the internet under the “Live” brand.


It will be the third data centre and the first outside the U.S. that Microsoft has built to 
support “Live” which is seen as the key in winning ground back from Google.  The other 
facilities are in Washington state and Texas.

While the facility will not directly generate a large number of jobs the Councils takes great pride in that it has, in partnership with the IDA, persuaded on of the world's largest and well known corporations to locate in South Dublin which is due in part to the high standard and environment of the Park.


In partnership with the IDA we are continuing to promote and market Grange Castle 
Business Park internationally.  Over recent months a number of potential clients 
have 
visited the Park and we are awaiting news of their decision.


Following the failure of the Menolly Group to proceed with the development of the 
proposed leisure/residential facility at Grange Castle Golf Course the Council sought 
further expressions of interest in the proposed development and on receipt of these the 
Council has now invited tenders for the proposed development with a closing date of 29th 
February 2008.”


Following contributions from Mr. J. Byrne and Cllr. R. Dowds, the report was  NOTED.



ITEM 7:  Any Other Business


There was no business under this heading.”

The Meeting concluded at 7.10 pm


 Signed: __________________      Date:
_______________________”
(iii) Minutes of Joint Housing and Social and Economic Development SPC
“MINUTES OF JOINT MEETING OF HOUSING AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENTSTRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (INCL   PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT) STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE held on the 14th February, 2008
Attended:

	Frank Nevin, Acting Director of housing
	Cllr. Marie Corr

	Joan Kelly, Senior Staff Officer
	Cllr. Eamon Tuffy

	Emer O’Gorman, Senior Executive Officer
	Cllr. John Hannon

	Martin Judge, Senior Executive Officer
	Cllr. Joe Neville

	Siobhan Duff, Senior Executive Planner
	Cllr. Eamon Walsh

	Mary O’Shaughnessy, Senior Executive Officer
	Cllr. Therese Ridge

	 
	Cllr. Maire Ardagh

	 
	Cllr. Robert Dowds

	 
	Cllr. Trevor Gilligan

	 
	Cllr. Mick Murphy

	 
	Noel O’Connor



Headed Item No.1

Draft Strategy - Part V

Frank Nevin, Acting Director of Housing, presented the following report:

Discussion paper: South Dublin County Council – Part V policy.

1.Introduction.

The Councils housing strategy is set out in accordance with the Planning & 
Development Act 2000 in the County Development Plan 2004-2010.

It is anticipated that supply of social/affordable/voluntary, (sav), homes in 
accordance with Part V of the Planning & Development Act 2000, (as amended) 
will form a significant portion of home delivery in the coming years. The aim of this 
document is to set out the Councils policy when dealing with developers on Part V 
supply. 
· The proposed policy is set out. 
· The approval procedure is identified. 
· Finally, the implementation of the policy, (if adopted), is outlined. 

2. Policy (PROPOSED)
·  
In accordance with the South Dublin County Housing Strategy the policy of South 
Dublin County Council is to aim to achieve delivery of the required sav homes in 
accordance with Part V on site as part of the development which is the subject of 
the 
planning application. This is the primary basis on which all negotiations will be 
conducted. 

·  The mix of social/affordable/voluntary homes and home type in each case will 
be 
decided by reference to the Housing Strategy and the current tenure mix in the 
relevant 
area. 

·  It is an objective of the Council that Part V agreement(s) will be in place in 
advance of the lodging of a planning application in respect of land on which Part 
V is 
applicable. 

·  The involvement of Voluntary Housing Associations will be welcomed in Part V 
supply 
subject to discussions and agreement with the Councils Voluntary Housing 
Unit. 

·  However, as indicated in the legislation there may be extreme instances where 
on-site delivery is neither practicable nor desirable from South Dublin County 
Councils point of view. 

·  Instances where the position at (iii) above may be acceptable in South Dublin 
County 
is where 
a. The development is of a scale that in the opinion of the Council the delivery of on-site homes is neither practicable nor desirable. (Larger schemes must meet Council requirements for tenure mix). 

AND
The homes being developed are not suitable for sav homes due to size and/or type, or 
The home being developed are not possible to place on the market as affordable homes due to certified cost price, or 
The homes being developed are not suitable as social homes due to certified cost price having regard to DOELG guidelines. 

(It is envisaged that this clause will normally only be applicable to small infill 
schemes.)

Certified cost price is to mean the cost price per home calculated in accordance 
with 
the terms of the Planning Acts.
i. Where a developers planning application falls within the terms of (iv) above and the developer applies to pay compensation in lieu of the Part V requirement the Councils valuer will enter into negotiations and seek to reach agreement on value with the developer and/or their agents. 
ii. In instances where financial compensation is accepted in lieu of homes the monies will be utilised for housing purposes in the Local Electoral Area in which the site is located in order to deliver a planning/housing gain to the local community. 
iii. Off-site provision will not normally be acceptable under Part V. The reasons for this are 
a. The acceptance of same could lead to distortion in the tenure mix in both developments and/or the wider area(s). 
b. Administrative, legal and practical difficulties in monitoring and delivering the homes on the alternative site. 

3. Approval of draft policy.

·  In the first instance it is proposed to present this document to the Housing & 
Planning SPCs, (a joint workshop was proposed at the last meeting), DRfor 
perusal& discussion. 

·  The position document agreed with the SPC will then be brought to the Area 
Committees of the Council. 

·  It may be necessary to return to the SPC with the input from the Area 
Committees. 

·  The final document agreed with the SPC will be brought to the members of 
SouthDublin County Council for final discussion and possible approval. 

4. Implementation of Policy

The policy, if approved by the members, will be circulated to the interested 
parties,including the CIF and the ICSH, and will, as indicated in the introduction, 
formthebasis of all Part V negotiations in South Dublin County.

5. Next steps.

As indicated above this document will be brought to the next meeting of the 
HousingSPC on 15th November 2007.

Frank Nevin

A/Director of Housing.

02 November 2007

Following a discussion to which Councillors Corr, Ardagh, Hannon, Tuffy, and 
Ridge,and Noel O’Connor contributed, it was agreed that a joint workshop 
comprised of members of the SPCs and officials, and any other interested 
members of the Council would be held.


Headed Item No.2 


Consideration of Planning Policy Initiatives to Ameliorate Anti-Social 


Behaviour in New and Existing Developments Guidelines for Designing out Anti-Social Behaviour


 Siobhan Duff, Senior Executive Planner presented the following report:

At a meeting of the Economic Development and Planning Strategic Policy 
Committee held on 17th May 2006, a report entitled ‘Planning Policies and 
DesignApproaches to Reduce Anti-Social Behaviour’ was considered.  This 
reportdetailed provisions in Planning Department plans and policies with 
implications 
for anti-social behaviour and crime in general.  


Following a proposal from Councillor Eamon Tuffy, it was agreed that a sub-
committee be set up to further examine the matter.  Terms of Reference were 
drawnup and agreed and the purpose of the sub-committee was defined as 

follows: 


‘The Sub-Committee shall consider the issue of anti-social behaviour in relation 
to the 
role of the Council as planning authority and shall make recommendations on how 
anti-social behaviour can be reduced through the planning process.   The focus shall be 
on plans, policies, guidelines and planning functions of the Council including the 
role 
of the Development Plan, Local Area Plans, planning studies, the assessment of 
planning applications and enforcement’.

The Sub-Committee met over the period October 2006 to May 2007.  Various 
aspectsof anti-social behaviour were teased out and discussed including examples 
from Sub-Committee members’ own experience and areas of expertise.  It was 
agreedthat the best way to proceed was to prepare ‘Guidelines for Designing out 
Anti-
Social Behaviour’, the document now being presented for your information.


The Guidelines are intended as a reference tool for Forward Planning and 
Development Management in the Planning Department.  They contain criteria for 
proofing planning applications and local area plans, masterplans and planning 
studiesagainst the potential for facilitating crime and anti-social behaviour.  The 
premiseis that by creating a safe, secure and attractive environment, opportunities 
for anti-social behaviour and crime in general are minimised.  


The Guidelines would also be of assistance to staff in other departments of the 
Councile.g. architects designing a housing layout, engineers planning a road 
network, parks superintendents designing open spaces, etc.  In addition, they are 
drafted in a manner that would render them accessible to interested members of 
the public.  


The Guidelines were approved by the Economic Development and Planning SPC 
on 
19th September 2007.  


Following a discussion to which Cllrs Ridge, Corr, Hannon, Walsh, and Dowds 
contributed it was agreed that this matter should be a Headed Item at a Council 
meeting, for formal adoption”.    


Sìniù:
______________________

Dàta
:_____________________

An Cathaoirleach


The minutes were NOTED.

(C/0392/08)
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE, 18th September 2008

The following reports, which had been circulated, were presented by Ms. M. Maguire, Senior Executive Officer, and were CONSIDERED:

a) Draft Calendar of Meeting Dates

“The following Draft Calendar of Meeting dates was APPROVED by the Members at the 
 Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 18th September 2008:

3rd November - 26th December 2008

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 3rd Nov 
	
	
	

	Tues. 4th Nov
	Terenure/ Rathfarnham Area Committee (1)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	21/10/2008

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

*(For planning files see below)


	Wed. 5th Nov
	Environment Strategic Policy Committee

See  Wed 12th below – swap with SRCP   
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	3/10/2008

Business to Director of Environment

	Thurs. 6th Nov 
	Transportation Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	6/10/2008

Business to Director of Roads 

	Fri. 7th Nov 
	
	 
	


* Planning file requests to be received by 29/10/2008

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon 10th Nov

	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting
	12.30 p.m.–2.00 p.m.

3.30 p.m. – 6.30 p.m.
	28/10/2008

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues 11th Nov
	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2)

Community, Parks, Environment & Housing
	3.30p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	29/10/2008

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

	Wed. 12th Nov 
	Sports, Recreation, Community & Parks Strategic Policy Committee –  see 5th Nov above re swap with Envir SPC
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	10/10/2008

Business to Director of Community Services 

	Thurs. 13th Nov  
	Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	13/10/2008

Business to Director of Housing

	Fri. 14th Nov  
	
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon 17th Nov 
	Tallaght Area Committee (1)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing


	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.


	04/11/2008

Business to SEO Housing Department

Business to Director of Community Services.

	Tues. 18th Nov
	
	
	

	Wed. 19th Nov
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1)

Development, Planning, Corporate Services & Roads

(Venue: Council Chamber, Tallaght)

Economic Development (incl Planning & Development) Strategic Policy Committee

	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.

5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	06/11/2008

Business to SEO Planning Department

*(For planning files see below)

17/10/2008

Business to Director of Economic Development

	Thurs. 20th Nov 
	Traffic Management  Meeting

Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting (in committee)

Audit Committee
	1.30p.m. – 3.30 p.m.

3.30p.m. – 6.00 p.m.

6.00p.m. – 7.30p.m.
	07/11/2008

Business to SEO Corporate Services 

	Fri. 21st Nov  
	Joint Policing Committee
	3.00 – 5.00p.m.
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 13/11/08

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 24th Nov
	Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services

Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education & Libraries Strategic Policy Committee


	3.30p.m. – 5.30 p.m.

5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	11/11/2008

Business to SEO Housing Department

*(For planning files see below)

15/10/2008



	Tues. 25th Nov
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing
	3.30p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	12/11/2008

Business to SEO Planning Department

	Wed. 26th Nov 
	Deputations
	2.00p.m. – 6.00p.m.
	

	Thurs 27th Nov 
	Annual Budget Meeting (Provisional)
	3.30p.m. – 9.00p.m.
	

	Fri. 28th Nov 
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 18/11/2008
	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 1st Dec
	 Tallaght Area Committee (1)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing


	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	18/12/2008

Business to SEO Housing Department 

	Tues. 2nd Dec
	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (1)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	19/11/2008

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

*(For planning files see below)


	Wed. 3rd Dec 
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1)

Development, Planning, Corporate Services & Roads


	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.


	20/11/2008

to SEO Planning Department

*(For planning files see below)


	Thurs. 4th Dec  
	
	
	

	Fri. 5th Dec 
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 26/11/2008

** Planning File Requests to be received by 27/11/2008

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon 8th Dec
	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting

*Proposed Adjourned Budget Meeting
	12.30 p.m.–2.00 p.m.

3.30 p.m. – 6.30 p.m.
	25/11/2008

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues. 9th Dec
	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2)

Community, Parks, Environment & Housing

*Proposed Adjourned Budget  Meeting 
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	26/11/2008

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

	Wed. 10th Dec  
	
	
	

	Thurs 11th Dec 
	
	
	

	Fri 12th Dec
	
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 15th Dec 
	Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services


	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	02/12/2008

Business to SEO Housing Department *(for planning files see below)

	Tues 16th Dec 
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	03/12/2008

Business to SEO Planning Department

	Wed.  17th Dec. 
	
	
	

	Thurs. 18th Dec
	
	
	 

	Fri. 19th Dec 
	
	
	


* Planning File requests to be received by 09/12/2008

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon 22nd Dec
	
	
	

	Tues. 23rd Dec
	
	
	

	Wed. 24th Dec
	
	
	

	Thurs. 25th Dec. 
	Christmas Day
	
	

	Fri 26th Dec  
	St. Stephens Day 
	
	



*It is proposed to have the 1st Annual Budget Meeting on the 27th November with the Adjourned  
Budget Meeting (if required) immediately after the County Council Meeting on 8th December and if 
necessary also to carry over to Tuesday 9th December.”
Ms. M. Maguire drew the Members’ attention to the following dates:

· proposed swap of dates between the Environment SPC and Sports, Culture, Gaeilge, Education and Libraries SPC; 

· Budget Meeting on 27th November starting at 3.30 and finishing no later than 9.00 p.m., Adjourned Budget meeting scheduled for 8th December following the Council Meeting starting at approx. 7.00 p.m, and a subsequent Adjourned Budget meeting, if needed on 9th December.


The Calendar was AGREED.
b) Report On Conferences/Seminars
“The following report was approved at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 18th September 2008:
“Section 142 (5) of Local Government Act 2001 provides for the authorisation of Members’ attendance at conferences both home and abroad.  Listed below are conferences   which have been notified to us to date.  Members who have expressed an interest in attending these conferences are also listed:


Home Conferences from September 2008
	Name of Conference
	HOST 
	VENUE 
	DATE
	COUNILLORS ATTENDING
	FEE PER PERSON 

	95th AMAI Annual Conference

Local Government Conference for Local Government People


	Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland 
	Sligo Park Hotel,

Sligo.
	11th – 13th September 2008 
	
	€300

	Benedict Kiely Literary Weekend 2008


	Omagh District Council
	Strule Arts Centre,

Townhall Square,

Omagh.
	12th -14th September 2008
	Cllr. Colm Brophy
	€80

	The Society for Folk Life Studies

Annual Conference 

Lakeland Culture – Recording Change


	The Society for Folk Life Studies


	The Lake Hotel,

Killarney,

Co. Kerry
	18th -21st September 2008
	Cllr. Cathal King
	No Fee Advised

	Energy Efficiency


	Esperanza Consultancies
	Mannin Bay Hotel,

Ballyconnelly,

Clifden,

Co Galway.
	19th -22nd September 2008
	Cllr. John Hannon

Cllr. Joe Neville

Cllr. Guss O’ Connell 
	€245

	Local Government and Sustainable Economic Development

 
	Kadenza Consultancies 
	The Lord Bagenal Hotel,

Leighlinbridge,

Co. Carlow.


	23rd – 25th September 2008
	
	€245

	Citizen First  Using Technology to Include All Citizens


	
	The Old Ground Hotel,

Ennis,

Co. Clare.
	25th -26th September 2008
	Cllr. Guss O’ Connell 
	€60

	Greystones Town Council

2008 La Touche Legacy Seminar Seminar

The relationship between Local Authorities and Business Sector- Are There Lessons to be Learned 


	Greystones Town Council
	Charlsland Golf and Country Club Hotel,

Greystones,

Co Wicklow.
	3rd October-5th October 2008
	
	€210

	Getting a Grip 2008

Addiction Proofing our Communities


	Kerry Life Education
	Malton Hotel,

Killarney, 

Co, Kerry.
	2nd -3rd October 2008
	Cllr Eamonn Walsh

Cllr Cathal King

Cllr Shane O’Connor 
	No Fee Advised 

	Freedom of Information Seminar for Councillors 


	TJK Conferences
	Patrick Punch Hotel ,

Limerick.
	10th -11th October 2008
	
	€150

	Local Authority Financing

A crisis brewing, the challenge for Councillors


	Third Sector Forum 


	Killarney Plaza Hotel,

Kenmare Place,

Co. Kerry.
	17th -19th October 2008
	
	€235

	Douglas Hyde Conference


	Roscommon County Council
	Abbeyfield Hotel,

Ballaghaderreen,

Co. Roscommon.
	17th -19th October 2008
	
	€250

	Anti Social Behaviour and associated Health and Safety Issues
	Kadenza Consultancies
	The Carraig Hotel,

Carrick-on-Suir,

Co. Tipperary
	31st October - 1st November 2008
	Cllr. Marie Corr
	€245

	Green Infrastructure -Connecting Nature, People and Places,


	Fingal County Council
	Grand Hotel 

Malahide,

Co. Dublin.
	4th -5th November 2008
	
	€245

	National Conference on Local Government Financing
	
	Mount Wolseley Hilton Hotel,

Tullow ,

Co. Carlow.
	7th November 2008
	
	

	Annual LAMA Winter Conference


	Local Authority Members Association
	TF Royal Hotel,

Old Westport Road,

Castlebar,

Co. Mayo.
	28th -29th November

2008
	
	No Fee Advised

	Clare Tourism Conference
	Clare Tourist Council

Clare County Council
	Falls Hotel Ennistymon,

Co. Clare 
	27th -29th November 2008
	
	€245



CONFERENCES ABROAD FROM SEPTEMBER 2008

	Name of Conference 
	VENUE 
	DATE 
	COUNCILLORS ATTENDING
	FEE PER PERSON 

	City Resources 

Climate Protection, Urban Green Spaces, 
	Dresden, Germany.
	10th – 12th September 2008
	
	€175

	IFPRA Congress

Making Connections Make a Difference


	Christchurch,

New Zealand.
	16th -18th September 2008
	
	ND =€ 950

	INTA Summer Institute on Urban Development 

Management of Urban Change  Measuring and Performing


	Massa Lubrense, Sorrento, Italy.
	15th -21st September 2008
	
	€3,200

	Airports Council International

Conference


	Boston.
	20th -25th September 2008
	Cllr. Therese Ridge
	$1,725

	EUKN International Conference 

 “Cities of Opportunity – the urban promise of upward mobility


	City Hall

Rotterdam,

Netherlands 
	22nd -23rd September 2008
	
	€200

	A New Strategy for Road Safety Post 2010


	One Great George Street, Westminster.
	8th October 2008
	
	£346.63

	Challenges  for Changing Populations


	Abbey of Neumünster in Luxembourg.
	22nd – 23rd September 2008
	
	No Fee Advised 

	52nd IFHP World Congress 


	San Juan,

Puerto Rico,
	12th -15th October 2008
	
	€550

	3rd Global Congress of Women in Politics and Governance 


	Dusit Hotel,

Makati,

Philippines,
	19th -22nd October 2008
	
	$1,550 including Accommodation

	Evaluation of Public Policies: 

Procedures, Methods, Practices and Standards


	Barcelona.
	29th -31st October 2008
	
	€950


The following table shows Members’ attendance at conferences home and abroad from 1st May 2008 to  date:   

	Name of Conference
	Host
	Venue
	Date 
	Councillors Attending
	Fee Per Person

	Local Government and the Environment
	Kadenza Consultancies
	Ballyvaughan Coast Hotel,

Co. Clare.
	16th -18th May 2008
	Cllr. Derek Keating

Cllr. Jim Daly

Cllr. Maire Ardagh

Cllr. Cathal King

Cllr. Eamonn Walsh

Cllr. Guss O’ Connell 

Cllr. Marie Corr 
	€245

	Local Government and the Housing Service
	Kadenza Consultancies
	Bellingham Castle Hotel,

Castlebellingham,

Co. Louth.
	6th -8th June 2008
	Cllr. Derek Keating

Cllr. Jim Daly 
	€245

	Carlow Tourism Conference
	Carlow Tourism
	Ramada Hotel,

Killerig,

Co. Carlow.
	18th -20th June 
	Cllr. Eamonn Walsh

Cllr. Eamonn Maloney
	€190

	IPA Green Paper Conference 
	Institute of Public Administration
	Waterford.
	19th June 2008
	Cllr. Robert Dowds 
	No Fee

	IPA Green Paper Conference 
	Institute of Public Administration
	Hilton Hotel,

Limerick.
	19TH June 2008
	Cllr. Cait Keane
	No Fee

	Byrne and Perry Summer School
	Wexford County Council and Keough Notre Dame Centre,

Dublin
	Christian Brothers School,

Gorey,

Co Wexford.
	27th -29th June 2008
	Cllr. Cait Keane

Cllr. Eamonn Walsh
	€130

	Local Government Planning Service

Seminar
	Kadenza Consultancies
	West Cork Hotel,

Skibbereen,

Co. Cork.
	4th -6th July 2008
	Cllr. Derek Keating

Cllr. Guss O’ Connell 

Cllr. Maire Ardagh

Cllr. Therese Ridge

Cllr. Cathal King

Cllr. Jim Daly

Cllr. Eamonn Walsh
	€245

	Alternative Enterprise the Key to Rural Developement
	Esperanza Consultancies
	Manin Bay Hotel.

Clifden,

Co. Galway.


	9th – 11th July 2008
	Cllr. Cait Keane

Cllr. Cathal King 
	€245

	The Role of Local Government in Sport


	Esperanza Consultancies
	Connemara 

Gateway Hotel,

Oughterard,

Co. Galway.
	30th July – 1st August 2008
	Cllr. Cathal King

Cllr. Derek Keating

Cllr. Mark Daly

Cllr. Jim Daly
	€245

	Parnell Summer School
	Parnell Society
	Rathdrum,

Co. Wicklow.
	10th -15th August 2008
	Cllr Eamonn Walsh
	€275

	Irish Language Course
	Esperanza Consultancies
	Inis Mor

Co. Galway 
	13th – 16th August 2008
	Cllr. Maire Ardagh

Cllr. Caitriona Jones

Cllr. Guss O’ Connell
	€245

	Merriman Summer School
	Cumann Merriman
	Glor Theatre,

Ennis,

Co. Clare
	17th – 23rd August 20087
	Cllr. Cathal King

Cllr. Cait Keane

Cllr. Derek Keating
	€150

	Local Government and the Arts
	Kadenza Consultancies
	Dooleys Hotel,

Birr,

Co. Offaly.
	21st – 24th August
	Cllr Guss O’ Connell 
	€245

	Humbert Summer School
	International Humbert Summer School
	Newman Institute,

Ballina,

Co. Mayo.
	21st – 24th August 2008
	Cllr. John Hannon

Cllr. Joe Neville

Cllr. Colm Brophy

Cllr. Karen Warren 
	€300

	Benedict Kiely Literary Weekend
	Omagh District Council
	Strule Arts Centre,

Omagh.
	12th -14th September 2008
	Cllr. Colm Brophy
	£80



FOREIGN CONFERENCES ATTENDED TO DATE

	Name of Conference
	Host
	Venue
	Date 
	Councillors Attending
	Fee Per Person

	Shaping the future of Social Services in Europe
	European Social Services
	Paris
	1st -5th July 2008
	Cllr. Karen Warren 
	€480


As authorisation under this section is a reserved function Members are required 
to pass the following resolution:


 ‘In accordance with Section 142 (5) of the Local Government Act, 2001 
attendance 
by Members at the Conferences / Seminars outlined in the report is hereby authorised’.
It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor R. Dowds 
and RESOLVED that:

“In accordance with Section 142 (5) of the Local Government Act, 2001 attendance by Members at the Conferences / Seminars outlined in the report is hereby authorized”.

c)  Nominations To Tallaght Drugs Task Force

“The following report was presented to the Members at the Organisation, 
Procedure & Finance Committee Meeting held on 18th September 2008 for consideration:

The Tallaght Drugs Task Force has by letter dated 6th September 2008 advised this Council that operational guidelines have been developed and has invited South Dublin County Council to nominate up to four councillors from Tallaght South or Tallaght Central to take a seat on the Task Force, representing the Tallaght area and SDCC.  A copy of the operational guidelines have been circulated.


The following proposal is now before the members for approval:  


“That South Dublin County Council nominate up to 4 councillors from the Tallaght 
Electoral Area to represent Tallaght and South Dublin County Council on the Tallaght 
Drugs Task Force"


 The following nominations were approved:


Councillor J. Neville was proposed by Councillor J. Daly, seconded by 
Councillor J. 
Hannon

Councillor E. Maloney was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds, seconded by Councillor S. Crowe

 
Councillor M. Corr was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor R. 
Dowds


Councillor J. Daly was proposed by Councillor J. Neville seconded by 
Councillor J. 
Hannon.
It was proposed by Councillor G. O'Connell, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and AGREED:


 “That Councillors J. Neville, E. Maloney, M. Corr and J. Daly would represent 
Tallaght and South Dublin County Council on the Tallaght Drugs 
Task Force." 

d) Sectoral & Councillor Vacancies On Environmental S.P.C. 
“At the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 18th September 2008 the following nominations to fill the sectoral and councillor vacancy on the Environment Strategic Policy Committee were approved:


Sectoral Vacancy

It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor C. Keane and 
AGREED:

“That Mr. Jim Lawler replace Mr. Michael McLoughlin as the Community Forum 
representative on Environment Strategic Policy Committee.”


Councillor Vacancy

It was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon, seconded by Councillor J. Neville and 
AGREED:


“That Councillor S. Crowe fill the vacancy on the Environment Strategic Policy Committee 
following the resignation of Councillor C. King.”

e)  Motion Passed Regarding Freedom Of The County For      Ken Egan

“At the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 18th September 2008 the following motion and report were considered:


It was proposed by Councillor J. Daly, seconded by Councillor J. Neville:  



“That this Council grants the freedom of the County to Olympian Ken Egan in view of the 
honour Ken has brought to the County in the recent Olympics.”


Report:
Section 74 of the Local Government Act 2001 provides that a Local Authority may confer civic honours on distinguished persons including admission to the honorary freedom of its administrative area and the Organisation Procedure & Finance Committee at its meeting on 20th. March 2008 agreed a protocol to honour distinguished persons for significant achievement.


It is acknowledged that the achievement of Neilstown boxer Ken Egan in winning a silver 
medal at the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing has brought great honour to Ken, his 
Family, Neilstown Boxing Club, South Dublin County and indeed Ireland and it now 
before the members of South Dublin County Council to determine if Civic Honours 
including Freedom of the County should be conferred on Ken.


The following resolution would be required:


"That Civic Honours including Freedom of the County of South Dublin County be 
conferred on Ken Egan, Irish international boxer, to acknowledge his achievement in 
winning a silver medal at the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing"

Should the members pass this resolution arrangements will be made in conjunction with Ken to honour on him as soon as possible.

Following a vote by show of hands it was RESOLVED:

"That Civic Honours including Freedom of the County of South Dublin County be conferred on Ken Egan, Irish international boxer, to acknowledge his achievement in winning a silver medal 
at the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing"

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the reports of the South Dublin County Council Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee 18th September 2008 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

(C/0393/08)
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES


It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0394/08)
 QUESTIONS FOR NOTING

It was proposed by Councillor   M. Corr, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell           and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 (f) Questions numbered Q1 – Q23 be 
ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
(C/0395/08)
FUNDING FOR SWIMMING POOLS 


QUESTION:  Councillor M. Corr

To ask the Manager to give a breakdown of funding provided by Central Government and funding provided by South Dublin County Council towards the delivery of swimming pools to date in the county?

REPLY:
To date South Dublin County has two Sports and Leisure Centres incorporating Swimming Pools namely Tallaght Leisure Centre (TLC) and Clondalkin Leisure Centre. 


Tallaght Leisure Centre was constructed at a total cost of €19,397,100 with a grant 
allocation of €4,888,400 with the balance to be funded from Community Levies and land 
disposal.


Clondalkin Leisure Centre was constructed at a total cost of €15,163,700 with a grant 
allocation of €3,835,500 with the balance to be funded form Community Levies and land 
disposal.


In addition the Council makes an annual contribution towards the running costs of the 
Swimming Pool at Tallaght Community School Balrothery which in 2008 is €60,000. 

(C/0396/08)
SCHEME OF LETTING PRIORITIES 


QUESTION:  Councillor D. Corrigan

To ask the Manager if the Scheme of Letting Priorities could include single people, male and female to be permitted to go on South Dublin County Council's housing lists, thereby making the Scheme compliant with the Equal Status Acts 2000 to 2004?

REPLY:
With regard to South Dublin County Council's Affordable Housing list, there are no restrictions on a single person applying provided that they meet the criteria outlined in the Council's Affordable Housing Scheme.
In accordance with the Council's Scheme of Letting Priorities "single adults with no dependants who have accommodation available to them in their family home will not be considered for Council housing except where priority status has been granted".   However, single adults, who are applying from an address outside their family home are eligible to apply for Social Housing subject to their application meeting the criteria as outlined in the Scheme of Letting Priorities.

.
(C/0397/80)
OUTER RING ROAD

QUESTION:  Councillor S. Crowe


To ask the Manager in view of the increased traffic using  the new outer ring  road and the added environmental noise pollution effecting residents in Raheen, Kilclare, Whitebrook, Rossfield , Drumcairn, and  Kilmartin Estates and  will he outline what short  and long term proposals he proposes to introduce reduce and eliminate this unwelcome intrusion on residents and  the local environment?

REPLY:

The matters raised in the question were dealt with as part of the Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) submitted to An Bord Pleanala when approval for the scheme was 
sought. The conditions imposed by the Bord in their approval for the scheme included 
noise mitigation measures such as low noise surfacing and boundary walls and these 
matters are included in the contract. The EIS is available on the Council's website.

(C/0398/08)
 ALLOTMENTS

QUESTION:  Councillor S. Crowe


To ask the Manager will he give  a report on the establishment of  allotments in the South Dublin County Council area and will he include in the report the demand for such services and if he has any new  proposals to encourage the proliferation and uptake of these facilities?

REPLY:
	Facility Location
	Total No. of Plots
	Size
	Cost
	Waiting List 

	Corkagh Park, Clondalkin
	27
	100 Sq Mtrs
	€40.00 €25.00 OAP
	73

	Mill Lane, Palmerstown
	73
	120 Sq Mtrs 
	€48.00 €30.00 OAP
	58

	Friarstown Bohernabreena
	20
	100 Sq Mtrs
	€40.00 €25.00 OAP
	 

	Friarstown, Bohernabreena
	100
	120 Sq Mtrs
	€48.00 €30.00 OAP
	109

	Friarstown, Bohernabreena
	12
	250 Sq Mtrs
	€100.00 €62.50 OAP
	 

	Tymon Park, Tallaght
	13
	100 Sq Mtrs 
	€40.00 €25.00 OAP
	78


The plots are generally the size of an average back garden with a small number of larger plots at Friarstown. The plots are allocated in accordance with the Allotment Scheme which was adopted by the Elected Members in September 2005. Allocation of plots in all sites is in accordance with place on waiting list, with priority given to residents of South Dublin County.

The allotments have been improved by the provision of a water supply and parking areas. Some allotments have on-site storage, composting and toilet facilities provided for the convenience of plot holders. 

At present there is a waiting list for all 4 sites which highlights the demand for this type of recreational facility. The Council is considering the extension of the Allotment Scheme to facilitate those on the waiting list. Any future allocation of plots will be made on the basis of priority to residents of South Dublin County. 

 
The sites are developing well and feedback from the tenants is very positive. 


 There is provision to increase the number of allotments in the County in the Three Year 
Capital Programme. However this is subject to funding. 

(C/0399/08)
CARBON FOOTPRINT

QUESTION:  Councillor S. Crowe

To ask the Manager in view of South Dublin County Council's carbon footprint and greater awareness and responsibilities on companies and corporate bodies will the manager outline what proposals this Council has to meet its footprint and does his proposals include the planting of additional trees throughout the county and how many will this entail?

REPLY:
The Council is currently developing a Climate Change Strategy for the County. A report on this matter was presented to the meeting of the Environmental SPC which was held on the 3rd of September last documentsview.  It is planned to present the final draft of the strategy 
to the February 09 meeting of the SPC following a period of Public consultation. 

One of the key indicators in the proposed Climate Change Strategy will be the reduction of the Councils Carbon footprint. In this regard it is proposed that the Strategy will address the issue of Climate Change under the following five headings:


1.     Energy


2.     Planning 


3.     Transport


4.     Waste Management


5.     Biodiversity


Proposed Terms of Reference

The proposed Terms of Reference for the Strategy are as follows;

· A practical document 

· A User friendly document 

· Goals that are achievable 

· A limited number of indicators

It is proposed that the launch will be followed by the development of an Action Plan that will outline the progression of the Strategy.  

In addition to the above a report on Sustainable Energy was presented at the meeting of the Environment Strategic Policy Committee on the 6th September 2006.The report outlined various approaches which are being undertaken by a number of Council departments. LINK  Policies are being pursued by the Council in a number of areas and ongoing assessment is taking place.


Vehicle Fuels.
The Mechanical Section initiated a project in the Summer of 2007 that explores the potential benefits and practicality of three different alternative fuels. These alternative fuels are:

Ø       Rapeseed Oil – Two VW Transporter Pickups purchased for Esker Parks Depot.

Ø       Bio-Diesel - A Bio-Diesel tank (30% Bio-Diesel – 70% DERV mixture) has being installed in the Ballymount depot, and two Renault S180 Cleansing Section trucks are now running on Bio-Diesel.

Ø       Bio-Ethanol – A Ford Focus Bio-Ethanol car was recently purchased for use by the  Council's Golf Course. 

So far there has practically being no change in the smoke opacity results between the pickups using Diesel and Rapeseed Oil. In terms of servicing, the engine has to be serviced more regularly. Also, after some time it was noticed that the power of the vehicle reduced dramatically when constantly driven in heavy traffic. The same problem 
has been found with the Bio-Diesel vehicles. 

It is still too early to say if either fuel has a future in terms of replacing DERV (standard Road Diesel) as the Council's main fuel for commercial vehicles. Other technologies are currently being developed by major car manufactures, such as Electric, Hydrid, Hydrogen and Compressed Air. These technologies could in the future render Bio-Fuels redundant.

There are currently international doubts regarding the sustainability of using Rapeseed Oil for vehicle fuel, as the land required for fuel production could vastly reduce the land available for food growth. The continuous year in, year out growing of Rapeseed Oil on the same land without crop rotation can also result in the determent of the land. 

The outlook for Bio-Diesel on the other hand may be brighter as there are many companies now recycling waste oils, fats, greases, etc for vehicle fuel. Bio-Diesel fuel is actually a mixture of Bio-Diesel and DERV. Different manufactures standby different ratio’s of Bio-Diesel/DERV mixes. The vehicle tenders advertised this year by the Council have a section requiring the tenderer to state if the vehicle they have tendered will still be under guarantee if run on a 10%/90% Bio-Diesel/DERV mix. This ratio is far more common amongst vehicle manufactures 
than the one used for the Renault trucks mentioned above.  

This project has being in place since the summer of 2007. It is intended to continue with the project for a further year before deciding on which, if any of the above fuels are viable for use in the existing and future Council fleet. By that time, it should be clearer as to whether any of the fuels have long term adverse effects on engines and by then it may be possible to see whether other alternative means of fuelling vehicles (e.g. electric, compressed air, hybrid etc.) have come to the fore. 


 Pumping Stations.
The Mechanical Section is currently investigating the possibility of installing a small 6KW wind turbine at Belgard Reservoir subject to the necessary funding being available. This wind turbine would feed into the reservoirs current ESB mains power supply thereby reducing the running costs of the reservoirs storage heaters, actuated valves, telemetry and pumps. The reservoir is located at one of the highest points in the region and wind supply is always available.

The Mechanical Section has also recently commenced investigating the possibility of installing small water driven turbine on the River Liffey to feed into Lucan Spa Drainage Pump Station power supply. This research is in its initial stages.

The Council will maintain ongoing liaison with the other Dublin Local Authorities to monitor progress made by them on the use of sustainable and renewable energy in carrying out their functions.


Waste - Arthurstown Landfill
The Council’s landfill at Arthurstown contains an energy recovery plant where landfill gases are diverted through an underground network system of pipes to a central collection point. From there they are fed into a gas turbine system for conversion to electricity. This electricity is fed into the national grid for onward distribution as green electricity and can supply electricity for approximately 5,000 houses.

· Corporate Services 

In accordance with the wishes of the elected members the council has initiated a project to measure the Council’s carbon footprint and has a considerable amount of work completed in 
advance of publishing a Sustainable Energy Strategy for the organization.   

An Interdepartmental Working Group established to develop the Strategy has been working with Sustainable Energy Ireland and have produced a number of working papers and the strategy will cover inter alia:

·  Influence on energy consumption in the County 

·  Energy usage in the organisation   

·  Awareness & Education 

The draft strategy is progressing well and will be put before the members in draft form for adoption at the November 2008 council meeting.


Tree planting 
The Parks & Landscape Services Department, through its annual arboriculture programme, has an ongoing tree planting work schedule. Over 135,500 trees have been planted during the last five tree planting seasons (2002 – 2007) in public parks and open spaces and on streets 
and major roads throughout the county. This programme of planting will continue this year with the commencement of the 2008 tree planting season in late November/early December.

All of the above are currently contributing to a reduction in the Council’s footprint and as developments take place in relation to the implementation of the Climate Change Strategy etc will continue to do so into the future. 

(C/0400/08)
ELECTORAL REGISTER

QUESTION:  Councillor S. Crowe

To ask the Manager in view of obvious difficulties experienced compiling the electoral register in the run up to the last General Election particularly in the West Tallaght area where large tracts of voters were mysteriously initially removed, will the manager outline if any inquiry/investigation was held by this Council, if any new measures or procedures were agreed and can he give any assurances to reassure the electorate that there will be no repeat of these difficulties?

REPLY:
In direct reference to the question submitted it must be clarified that no voters were "mysteriously initially removed" from the Register of Electors in advance of the 2007 General Election. On the contrary the preparation and publication of that Register of Electors  was prepared in accordance with guidelines issued by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to assist registration authorities in working to 
improve the accuracy and comprehensiveness of the Register (circular letter F5/06 refers). These guidelines set out general best practice for registration authorities on the rules and procedures for updating the register.

The following is an outline of the activity undertaken by South Dublin County Council in this regard 

· 47 no. additional temporary fieldworkers (former census enumerators) 
were 
employed to assist the existing 24 no. Council fieldworkers – Total 
no. of 
fieldworkers 71 

· 2 no. additional temporary Clerical Officers employed 

· Information postcard issued to every existing elector (182,000) in advance 
of fieldwork. 

· During August and September, every household in the County (Approx. 
78,000) was called to in person by a fieldworker to gather details of eligible householders.  In cases where there was no reply an information card and freepost application form was left. 

· In cases where the application form was not returned a second call was 
made by a fieldworker, a second information card and freepost application form was left. 

· 204,500 records were processed during October 2006. 

· Based on information confirmed by fieldworkers  a total of   21,831 new 
electors were added to the R egister and  24,489 electors were deleted 

· Each deletion was confirmed by letter to the relevant elector 

· In cases where no response was received from a household a first 
“intention to delete” letter was issued to each elector – Approximately 
23,000 

· In cases where no response was received to the first “intention to delete” 
letter a 
second letter issued to confirm each deletion – Approximately 
16,500 

· The Draft Register 2007/2008 was published on the statutory date of 1st 
November   2006 with 163,338 electors registered. 


 With specific reference to the Draft Register of Electors 2009/10 which will be 
used for the Local and European Elections 2009 which is currently 
being 
prepared: 


The following procedure is being applied:


A personal call is made to each household to ascertain if details on the current register are up to date.  


Deletions and additions are noted at this call.  


In the absence of a reply at the door an RFA form (registration form) is left 


behind.  


The RFA form requests that EVERY person in the household entitled to vote be included on the form.  The RFA form is pre-addressed to South Dublin County Council and is FREEPOST to facilitate a safe and speedy return of same.  


A Draft Register based on information received at the door and on RFA forms is published on 1st November each year.  The Draft is produced on 
Pink Paper to make it easily 
identifiable and is circulated to every Councillor, T.D., Post Office, Garda Station, Library and Council Office and in the County.   A national media advertisement campaign, supported by local media advertising will be undertaken advising the electorate to check the Draft to ensure that they are registered to vote.   This advertising campaing will specify 
the time frame within which electors can request additions/ corrections / deletions i.e. 1st November to 25th November.


Following the publication of the Draft Register further necessary changes to be effected will be recorded by means of a “Claims List"(a list of submissions made by electors during the prescribed period 1st November to 25th November)  


The Claims List including additions, deletions and amendments will be brought before the County Registrar for confirmation.  


Following confirmation of the Claims List the Draft Register will be updated accordingly and the Final Register will be published on the 1st February and will come into effect on the 15th February 2009.  


In advance of the Local / European election a further opportunity will be 
afforded to potential electors to apply for inclusion in the supplementary Register of Electors and an advertisement campaign will also be carried out. 

It must be noted that the ultimate responsibility for ensuring the right to vote rests with the individual and the Local Authority is a facilitator to this process by means of data capture, publication and distribution of the Register of Electors.  
Every opportunity is afforded during the compilation of the draft Register, the claims period, and the preparation of 
the Supplementary Register to ensure 
that all potential voters have opportunity to check that they are on the Register 
and to apply for inclusion in the register.  

(C/0401/08)
HOUSING LIST

QUESTION:  Councillor S. Crowe
To ask the Manager in view of his latest report for new builds/housing accommodation in the South Dublin County Council area will he give a detailed report outlining the amount of applicants on the current housing list per committee area and projected timescale for when new applicants from these areas can expect to be offered accommodation under this existing plan?

REPLY:

South Dublin County Council's Housing List includes 5,538 applicants detailed by 
committee 
area as follows:-


Lucan - Clondalkin          2,273


Tallaght Central                 976


Tallaght South                 1,207


Terenure/Rathfarnham       225


Non-County                       857


The average time on the Housing List is 4 years.


Details of the housing demand/output are outlined in report to Council under Headed 
Item 
11.

(C/0402/08))  QUALITY CONTROL 


QUESTION:  Councillor S. Crowe
To ask the Manager will he give a report outlining what step by step quality control criteria this Council operates under in regard to housing units for Council tenants?
REPLY:

For each housing project, the Contract is administered by the Council's Architect and 
Design Team monitoring monthly progress with regular inspections. The project also has 
a Clerk of Works carrying out regular inspections with daily contact with the site. 
The 
appointed Contractor has a legal obligation to inspect and monitor the works and take 
instructions from the Council's Clerk of Works and Design Team.

When a contract reaches 'handover' stage the following procedures are followed:

The Clerk of Works carries out a full inspection to ensure that all snags have been 
completed to a satisfactory standard.

The Council's Mechanical and Electrical Inspectors carry out inspections on the heating 
systems, electricals and wiring to ensure compliance and certification.
The Project Architect certifies that the scheme has been completed in accordance with the terms of the contract

In addition, the Contractor is responsible for any defects that may arise for a 12 month 
period following handover, under the terms of the contract.


The Council's Housing/Architectural Services Partnership Group are currently examining 
the 'Handover Protocol' with a view to making any amendments they consider 
necessary to improving the quality of construction and finish for tenants.   The 
Housing/Architectural Services Partnership Group will consider protocols to ensure that 
a common quality standard is achieved.  The current implementation of the new 
contract 
form will assist in achieving the above aims.

(C/0403/08)
PRIVATE RENTED ACCOMMODATION


QUESTION:  Councillor R. Dowds
To ask the Manager to again write to the Minister for the Environment asking him to meet South Dublin County Council (as requested by us in late 2007) in the near future to discuss the possibility of legislation in order to deal with the problems caused by a small minority of tenants in private rented accommodation?

REPLY: 


On foot of the passing of a motion at the meeting of the  County Council held in June 
2007 which recommended that the Minister for the Environment  strengthen the 
powers 
and resources of the PRTB; introduce greater penalties for dealing with non 
registered landlords; improve liaison with the Revenue Commissioners and introduce 
powers to compel  landlords to 
maintain their properties, the motion was referred to the 
Minister for the Environment who replied that the PRTB was reviewing the relevant 
legislation.

A further motion dealing with ASB in private rented dwellings was tabled by Cllr Dowds 
for the July Council meeting in 2007 but consideration of same was deferred to the 
meeting of the Council held in September. On foot of the passing of the motion in 
September it was agreed that meetings would be sought on the issue with 
the Minister for Health and Children, the Minister for the Environment and the Chief 
Executive of the HSE.

A meeting was held on the issue with Ms Mary Harney TD, the Minister for Health and 
Children on the 23rd of November last. A delegation of six Councillors attended. 

A similar meeting will again be requested of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage 
and Local Government. 
(C/0404/08) 
SPRAY PAINTING OF CARS


QUESTION:  Councillor R. Dowds

To ask the Manager to outline whether or not spray-painting of cars is permitted within a residential estate and, if not, what can be done to stop it?

REPLY:

The carrying out of a business in a residential estate may require planning permission, 
depending on its nature and extent, and the degree to which it contravenes the zoning 
objective for the area.


All complaints of this nature are examined by the Planning Department's Enforcement 
Section, and where appropriate, enforcement action is taken.

(C/0405/08)
OUTDOOR GAS METERS


QUESTION:  Councillor C. King
To ask the Manager, is it reasonable in cases where vacant houses' outdoor gas meters have been disconnected by Bord Gáis to expect the new SDCC tenants to pay €500 to Bord Gáis to reconnect the gas supply to their new home, ensuring these families are either put under significant financial pressures at the initiation stage of their tenancy or that they go without heating as a result of being unable to afford the reconnection fee and can the Manager make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:

Bord Gais Energy Supply requires, in the case of vacant houses, including local authority 
rented dwellings, that the gas supply be locked in the interest of health and safety.   The 
fee for unlocking the gas supply is €ll5.  Incoming tenants of SDCC are notified in 
advance of requirement to pay this fee as well as the security deposit of €400 which is 
required where the newly appointed tenant has not previously held an account with Bord 
Gais.  Various  methods of payment of this deposit are offered, including submission of a 
letter 
of guarantee from a homeowner or payment by direct debit with an initial 
deposit of €200 
take from the first bill.
(C/0406/08)
 HALLOWEEN CLEAN UP

QUESTION:  Councillor C. King
To ask the Manager is there a strategy in place to reduce the costs of the post Halloween festivities 'clean-ups' and is there any evidence that the roll out of the annual junk collections prior to Halloween has a positive impact on the overall workload of the clean-up crews post Halloween?

REPLY:

Each year and internal Inter-departmental group is assembled to prepare for and 
Halloween and co-ordinate the remediation requirements afterwards.


In preparation for the event, the Parks and Housing Departments with the assistance of 
staff from the Cleansing Unit will be removing any bonfire material from open spaces 
in the weeks before Halloween as they do each year. Last year the Council dealt with 
583 bonfires. This was 
down from 612 in 2006. In addition to the costs incurred by 
the Council there are also costs 
associated with the Gardai and emergency services.  
Bonfires also contribute to atmospheric 
pollution and damage to the open spaces. 
Therefore, the aim of the Council is to discourage the number of bonfires in the 
County.


The Environmental Services Department target certain bonfire prone areas of the County 
with junk collections in the weeks prior to Halloween in an effort to ensure that people 
do not leave 
out material for the collection that is then used in a bonfire. The Litter 
Wardens are also involved, targeting commercial premises who supply waste material for 
bonfires (tyres, pallets etc). 


In recent years the Council has organised official County Council bonfires which have also 
been of assistance and proved to be very well received in the locations (West Tallaght 
and North Clondalkin) where they have been held. These events have focused 
community efforts on reducing the number of bonfires on an open space in favour 
of one larger bonfire that would be supervised and managed to ensure that 
unsuitable material is excluded and that 
health and safety measures are in place to 
ensure public safety.


The reduction in the number of bonfires dealt with as well as the quantity of material 
yielded in the junk collections (approx. 750 tonnes to end August in 2008) provide 
indicators of the impact of the various measures outlined.

(C/0407/08)
ILLEGAL DUMPING 


QUESTION:  Councillor C. King
To ask the Manger to outline what degree of success SDCC has had as part of the recent initiatives to tackle illegal dumping in the Dublin Mountains and can he/she make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:

There are covert cameras in place to tackle illegal dumping in some areas of the County 
including the Dublin Mountains.


This is a trial and may be expanded to other suitable sites depending on the quantity and 
quality of evidence obtained but will depend on an appropriate costing structure being 
agreed.  The purpose of the trial is to target known areas of illegal dumping but also to 
examine the quality of evidence produced to develop expertise on best camera angles 
and locations to produce evidence for use in prosecutions.


So far, three significant pieces of evidence have been yielded which will be used to 
pursue prosecutions.  It is anticipated that the learning process from the trial will 
improve our success rate in terms of prosecutable evidence.


For operational reasons the exact locations and the number of covert CCTV installations 
will be closely guarded.

(C/0408/08)
BROWN BINS

QUESTION:
Councillor J. Lahart

To ask the Manager to outline where the Council's proposals in relation to the Brown Bin are?

REPLY:

It is intended that that the brown bin roll-out will commence towards the very end of this 
year, and continue through to early 2009.  Discussions regarding this change in the 
refuse 
collection service have been on-going for some time.  As part of the Waste 
Management Plan it is intended to make a three-bin service available to customers.
(C/0409/08)
PARKING FINES

QUESTION:  Councillor J. Lahart
To ask the Manager to detail the amount collected in parking fines this year and in 2007?

REPLY:

Parking fines (or penalty charge notices) are issued by the Council's parking enforcement 
agent in the following areas:

· Rathfarnham 

· Clondalkin 

· Lucan 

· Rathcoole 

· Palmerston


During 2007 receipts from penalty charge notices were €132,535


In 2008 up to the end of July receipts from penalty charge notices were €98,395

(C/0410/08)
LITTER FINES


QUESTION:  Councillor J. Lahart
To ask the Manager to outline the sum collected in Litter Fines for the County and the number of prosecutions undertaken successfully?

REPLY:

The total sum collected in respect of litter fines issued in the County during the period 
January to August 2008 is approximately €159,000.  During this period 40 successful 
prosecutions were undertaken for non-payment of litter fines while a further 10 
successful direct prosecutions were brought for offences under the Litter Pollution 
Act, 1997 as amended.


The introduction of a number of enforcement measures have assisted in this area and 
the Council will continue to strengthen and reinforce this position in the future.

(C/0411/08)
ELECTORAL REGISTER

QUESTION:   Councillor J. Lahart
To ask the Manager to outline the changes this year in the electoral register in terms of increases and decreases in numbers, by electoral areas?

REPLY:

As the statutory process for compliation of the Register of Electors 2009/2010 i.e. data c
capture and data input is still ongoing the details as requested are not yet 
available. However it is 
envisaged that the details will be available in the days 
immediately prior to the publication of the draft register on 1st November and 
members will be circulated with the figures as soon as they are to hand.

(C/0412/08)
GRAFFITI 

QUESTION:  Councillor J. Lahart
To ask the Manager to outline progress/update report on graffiti eradication within the county and to make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:

As previously reported, information about graffiti prevention and awareness forms part of 
the Council's Environmental Awareness role with both community groups and schools 
and, as part of the Litter Management Plan 2008-2011, a campaign is being planned 

highlighting the role everyone plays in keeping the county clean and this will include 
the theme of graffiti prevention.


In addition, the Council’s Graffiti programme incorporates the existing resources provided 
by the Council's Anti-Graffiti Team and Litter Wardens, and streamlined administrative 
structures in dealing with reported graffiti to provide a prompt response to removing 
graffiti where appropriate.  The Council’s Environmental Awareness team and RAPID co-
ordinators also provide support for community applications under Pobal’s Community 
Graffiti Reduction Programme which aims to support an immediate reduction in the 
extent and impact of graffiti within the communities who participate in the programme 
and to develop local mechanisms within these communities to support the long-term 
reduction of incidences of graffiti.  

Graffiti reporting and removal statistics are also provided to Area Committees as part of 
the monthly reporting update on the Litter Management Plan and these statistics will 
provide a gauge for the level of graffiti activity being reported to the Council on an 
ongoing basis.


These various aspects provide a broad approach to tackling graffiti but it should be noted 
that the eradication of this problem will require the long-term application of these and 
similar projects to ultimately create a cultural change.

(C/0413/08)
FLOODING


QUESTION:  Councillor J. Lahart
To ask the Manager to outline progress in dealing with remedial measures to prevent flooding in areas affected by the recent and prolonged period of heavy rainfall within the county?

REPLY:

Some locations in the County have suffered from flooding during abnormal heavy 
rainfalls in recent years. These are;
· Parts of the Dodder Valley 

· Whitechurch 

· Liffey Catchment Area 


Other local areas did also suffer from localised flooding but on a smaller scale. 


The Dodder Valley

In late 2005/early 2006 the three local authorities in whose functional areas the river 
Dodder flows i.e. South Dublin County Council (SDCC), Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County 
Council (DLRCC) and Dublin City Council (DCC) agreed that a study of the river would be 
commissioned in order to provide a comprehensive report on the Flood Risk Assessment 
and 
Management of the river. The Office of Public Works (OPW) is funding the study 
as it forms part of the national Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management 
Studies 
(CFRAMS). Dublin City Council is the Contracting Authority on behalf of the 
three 
local authorities.  Following the public tendering procedure in early 2006 
Dublin 
City Council appointed consultants/service providers, R.P.S., to carry out the 
Risk 
Assessment and Management Report. 
The major stakeholders, DCC, OPW, SDCC, 
DLRCC and RPS meet at Steering Group level every three months to review the 
progress of the contract.  The final plan will require the 
agreement of all three Councils 
and the OPW.


The core purpose of this study is to assess the spatial extent and degree of flood hazard 
and risk within the Dodder catchment, to examine future pressures that could impact 
on that risk, and to develop a long-term strategy for managing the risk that is 
economically, socially and environmentally sustainable.


The Report will include measures for the development of a robust model representing the 
hydrological and hydraulic characteristics of the River Dodder catchment, such a model 
will 
provide for the mapping of the flood risk.  Using model output the technical and 
economic merit of various options for flood management, taking account of current 
and future land 
developments, will be presented within the report.


To achieve this aim the following study objectives have been identified:

· Review of land usage and planning requirements 

· Capture and analysis of all data including existing models 

· Surveying the catchment and river estuary 

· Hydrological analysis 

· Hydraulic analysis including development of a hydraulic model 

· Environmental assessment 

· Risk assessment 

· Development of flood risk management options 

· Preparation of a catchment flood risk management plan including a river 
maintenance programme 

· Provide deliverables which meet the above aims and goals 

· Effective management of the study


The main tributaries of the Dodder River are included in the above Risk Assessment and 
Management Report viz. the Whitechurch, Owendoher and the Tallaght streams.


In June 2008, the consultants issued a strategic environmental assessment (SEA) scoping 
report on the River Dodder Catchment Flood Risk Management Plan.  This Report is 
available to download on the Dublin City Council website: 

www.dublincity.ie/waterwasteenvironment/pages/riverdoddercatchmentfloo
driskassessmentmanagementstudy.aspx  Comments can be sent to the above 
website or doddersea@rpsgroup.com

The final SEA statement will:

· Outline the option or combination of options selected for taking into the statutory 
planning process; 

· Outline the reasons for selection; 

· Outline how environmental considerations have been taken into account in the 
selection process; and 

· Outline monitoring measures to be implemented


Further plans for the Dodder River Risk Assessment and Management Strategy include a 
public 
information day on the flood risk management options in September 2008, a 
draft 
CFRAMS and Environmental Report consultation between November 2008 and 
January 2009 and a final Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) statement on 
April, 2009.


Whitechurch 

Following the flooding that took place along the Whitechurch River on the 22nd of June, 
2007, 
the consultants/service providers, R.P.S., were asked to produce an interim 
modelling report on the Whitechurch River before the main Dodder Catchment Flood 
Risk Assessment and Management Study Report.  The final Whitechurch River Interim 
Modelling Report issued from R.P.S. in July, 2008 with recommendations on reducing 
the flood risks along the Whitechurch River. These recommendations are currently 
being examined.


Lucan - The River Liffey catchment area

Recently a preliminary stakeholders meeting was convened to set up a Catchment Flood 
Risk 
Assessment and Management Plan for the River Liffey and its tributaries, those 
that are located in the South Dublin County Council area:viz. The Poddle, The Camac 
including the Robinhood and Ballymount Streams and The Griffeen.  The main 
stakeholders in the Liffey Study area the OPW, the ESB, Dublin City Council, South 
Dublin 
County Council, Fingal County Council, Meath County Council, Kildare County 
Council and Wicklow County Council.  Again this study will be funded by the OPW and 
Dublin City Council will be contracting/lead authority.


Ongoing maintenance

Meanwhile, the Drainage Section of the Council cleans screens on rivers on a regular 
basis 
especially when heavy rainfall is forecasted. The Council has also an annual river 
cleaning programme. Local landowners whose land abuts a river or stream also 
have a 
responsibility for maintenance. Letters have been issued recently to all landowners 
(riparians) along the Whitechurch River informing them of their 
responsibilities in this 
regard. Similiar letters will also issue to landowners along other rivers and streams 
in due course.

(C/0414/08)
ABANDONED CARS 

QUESTION:  Councillor J. Lahart
To ask the Manager how many abandoned cars have been collected in the county?

REPLY:
During the period January to August 2008, a total of 349 abandoned cars were collected in the County by the Council's contractor.

(C/0415/08)
FIRE SERVICES 


QUESTION:  Councillor T. McDermott
To ask the Manager how the priorities for resources of Fire Services, provided to SDCC by Dublin City Council, were established, through the unprecedented demands created by recent flooding, and would he make a statement on the matter to reassure residents that the needs of South Dublin County were not compromised by demand in the Dublin City area?

REPLY:

The Fire service is provided to South Dublin County Council on an agency basis by Dublin 
City Council. The Service operates on a regional basis covering the area of Dublin City 
and County. South Dublin is primarily served by the fire station at Belgard Road with 
backup 
provided predominantly by Dolphin’s Barn and Rathfarnham.


In correspondence with the Chief Fire Officer from time to time, the Council has been 
given assurances that the requirements of the County are being constantly monitored 
and should there be need for improvement, adjustments will be made to the service 
provided to the 
County.


 In January 2001 having regard to the unprecedented level of population growth and 
domestic and commercial development in the South Dublin area the existing fire station 
in Tallaght was upgraded to a two pump station.


 Over the past 3 years fire appliances have attended to over 15,600 incidents in 
the county area.  These incidents consist of domestic fires, car fires, road traffic 
accidents, small fires (bins, skips etc) and a wide variety of other incidents at which 
emergency assistance is required. 


 In addition to two fire appliances there is also an emergency ambulance based in 
Belgard Road.  All Dublin firefighters are also fully trained paramedics. In 2007 over 
12,800 medical incidents were dealt with by Dublin Fire Brigade Ambulances in the South 
Dublin County Area.

 
Proposals are at an advanced stage for the construction of a new fire station at Belgard 
Road.  When the new fire station is completed and fully operational, there will be an 
opportunity to develop the site of the existing station.  Currently there is increasing 
demand to provide facilities in the areas of community fire safety, emergency planning 
and civil defence and these issues will be factored into future development plans.


The level of resources, fire cover and response times are monitored on an ongoing basis 
by 
Dublin Fire Brigade.  Despite the increase in population over the last number of 
years, the number of fire and rescue responses by the Fire Brigade over a five-year 
period has remained virtually static.


Dublin Fire Brigade in conjunction with the Department of Environment, Heritage and 
Local Government are currently procuring a Risk Based Analysis System, which will assist 
in carrying out a detailed fire cover study for the region in the near future.  The elected 
Members will be informed of the outcome of the study when it becomes available.


The Council is satisfied with the standard of service provided to the County by the Dublin 
Fire Service and is also satisfied that the needs of the County were not compromised by 
the demands of the City area during the recent flooding events.

(C/0416/08)
INTEREST FREE LOANS 


QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy
To ask the Manager if he will provide an updated report on the Question to the Manager tabled at the February 2008 Council meeting regarding  making available to tenants of Council houses and flats/apartments interest free loans to finance (a) replacement windows and/or (b) replacement fitted kitchens, along the lines of the schemes operated  by Dublin City Council and if he can provide information on that scheme and if he will make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:

In order to maximise energy efficiency in the Council’s rented housing stock and in the 
interest of achieving common quality standards, the County Architects Department in 
association with the Housing Projects Section has decided to proceed with a number of 
programmes including a countywide Window Replacement Programme. This programme 
commenced in November 2006. To date 500 homes in Killinarden Estate, Drumcairn 
Estate, Kilcarrig Estate, and Knockmore Estate in Tallaght and St Marks Estate and 
Rowlagh Estate in Clondalkin have been completed under the Window Replacement 

Programme. A further 645 homes have been fitted with new double glazed units 
under 
various refurbishment programmes.  


It is intended to roll out this programme until all Council rented homes have double 
glazed windows. South Dublin County Council as the landlord has responsibility in 
ensuring that all works carried out in Council homes are carrried out within all current 
building regulations with health and safety in mind at all times.


Housing Maintenance Section commenced a Kitchen Replacement Programme in 2006 
and to date 179 units have been replaced. It is intended to continue to run this 
programme to replace all  units identified as requiring replacement. A further 645 
homes have been fitted with new kitchens under various refurbishment programmes.


The Housing Department have been liaising with Dublin City Council in respect of the 
loan scheme they operate that allows their tenants to take out a loan to upgrade the 
windows of their home and repay that loan by making extra payments in their rent. A 
similar 
scheme exists 
for tenants to upgrade the kitchens in their home. Dublin City 
Council fund these loans out of 
their internal capital receipts.  Discussions with the City 
Council staff have included complex issues in relation to collection of the loan 
repayments with the rent, and the commitment of time and personnel to ensure 
that all 
works are Value For Money, meet the required standards and are installed 
correctly.


Before any such scheme can be initiated in South Dublin, indicative interest in such a 
scheme would need to be gauged and adequate funding to meet the demand would 
need to be sourced. Also further research is required to ensure that any scheme would 
ensure that value for money is being obtained and also that any windows/doors or 
kitchen fittings being installed 
in any Council home meet current building regulations 
and also the common quality standards mentioned above.


Following examination of these issues, a report outlining the feasibility of South Dublin 
County Council operating similar loan schemes to those administered by Dublin City 
Council will be presented to the Housing SPC.

(C0/418/08)  COMMUNITY ARTS CENTRE

QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy
To ask the Manager for an updated report on the Council's Community Arts Centre Project, including information on the arrangements being put in place for the management of the Centre and if he can provide information on the anticipated financial resources to be available to run the Centre?

REPLY:

In February 2007, South Dublin County Council officially appointed Townlink Construction 
as the main contractor to undertake the construction of the new County Arts Centre 
located adjacent to the LUAS line, towards the front of County Hall. The project has a 
contract value of in excess of €9M. 


The addition of the new facility in Tallaght will compliment existing cultural facilities such 
as the Civic Theatre and the County Library in what is emerging as a cultural quarter in 
the centre of Tallaght. The County Library has recently undergone significant expansion 
and refurbishment as part of the new Belgard Square development. 


The new County Arts Centre will provide opportunities for organisations of diverse artistic 
disciplines, to support access to arts activities in participation based programmes as 
outlined in South Dublin County Council’s Arts Development Strategy.


Construction of the new County Arts Centre commenced on Monday 19th February 2007 
and has now been completed.


SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY ARTS CENTRE: PROFILE

South Dublin County Council in the development of this arts infrastructure project has set 
aside the traditional style arts centre based on one building and one organisation 
undertaking the programming. The Council has developed a model that encourages a 
strategic approach to the development of the arts across the county taking into account:  

· The geography and demographics of South Dublin County. 

· The presence of existing arts organisations. 

· The relationship between the local authority and the arts centre


It is proposed that an arts centre company be established to manage a flagship
development 
in Tallaght and also, in the long-term, to manage a network of facilities 
across the county.  The programming of activities in the arts centre facilities will be 
undertaken by a range of existing arts organisations including Tallaght Community 
Arts Centre, and new service providers.


This structure allows for flexibility in programming activities and scope to offer tenders 
for the use of space - taking into account offers made to Tallaght Community Arts 
Centre at the initial stage of this development.  It allows for contracting out services 
such as artist studios management, application procedures and liaison with artists.


The new flagship building in Tallaght is designed to reflect current approaches to the 
making and delivery of arts.  Alongside two high quality exhibition spaces (including a 
‘white 
cube’) and a 60 seat performance space, the emphasis is on ‘process’ and 
‘participation’.  The definition of space reflects the primary aim of the arts centre, to 
support the artist and participant in the conception and making of art.  


The arts centre development in Tallaght, alongside the major extension of the County 
Library adjacent to the Civic Theatre, offers opportunity for the creation of a synergetic 
cultural nucleus in Tallaght, which should have a countywide impact.


THE VISION FOR THE ARTS CENTRE

The remit of the arts centre is to support contemporary art practice by 
providing spaces and opportunities for:
        
Artists to make perform or exhibit art. 
· Arts organisations and individuals to deliver arts programmes and events. 

· Individuals and communities to engage with the arts.

MISSION STATEMENT

The mission for the arts centre is to develop the arts in South Dublin County countywide, 
through the support of professional and participatory arts activities and through the 
provision of infrastructure dedicated to the arts.  


OBJECTIVES
· Support and develop the arts countywide. 

· Encourage all art forms. 

· Support professional productions and exhibitions of art by local, national and I
international artists. 

· Provide opportunities for communities to participate in arts activities. 

· Encourage professional arts organisations and artists to work and live in South 
Dublin County.  

· Provide spaces for productions, exhibitions and process-based activities. 

· Provide workspace for arts organisations and artists. 


DESIRED OUTCOMES
· Countywide arts activity.

· Supporting best practice and excellence in the arts. 

· Diversity of programming. 

· High footfall. 

 
FACILITIES
                                                                                                Ground Floor

Gallery 1


Gallery 2

Art Store


Café / Servery


Reception


Toilets


Performance Space


Changing Rooms with Showers


Art Workshop Room


Outdoor sculpture yard

                                                                                                Floor 1

Office facilities


Staff Facilities


5 Music Rooms


Dance Rehearsal Studio

                                                                                                Floor 2

Office Facilities


3 Incubator Units


2 Large Multimedia Rooms

                                                                                                Top Floor

Offices


6 Artist studio spaces


The construction of the new County Arts Centre is now complete and fit out is now 
underway with a view to opening in November 2008 to the public. The keys of the new 
facility were handed over to the council on 30th September 2008. 


The Council has appointed Ms Karen Philips as County Arts Centre Director and she took 
up duty in August 2008 and has on behalf of the new Company, formed to operate 
the centre, advertised for further necessary positions such as General Manager, 
Development Officer, Technician and Administrative Assistants. A provision will be made 
in the 2009 Budget to assist the County Arts Centre in its first year of operation and talks 
are continuing with the Arts Council regarding the sourcing of operational and 
programming funding for the facility. 


It is proposed also to have an official opening in February 2009.  
(C/0418/08)
 DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS

The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transportation, and was CONSIDERED:


“Statutory Notice has been given in the public press of the Council’s intention to consider 
the making of a declaration that the roads in the following estate,


The Old Forge, Lucan


as set out in the Schedule attached, be public roads.


No objections were received. 


It is recommended that the roads be declared to be public roads.


The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next 
meeting.
SCHEDULE FOR:   THE OLD FORGE 
LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA:   LUCAN 

	TOWNLAND:
	ESKER SOUTH
	B.C. NO:
	1312

	ELECTORAL DIVISION
	LUCAN
	
	


	ROADNAME
	LENGTH(m)
	DESCRIPTION

	The Old Forge
	954m
	From its junction with roundabout of The Avenue/The Crescent, Grange Manor, southwestward for 37m, southeastward for 81m, southwestward for 55m, southward for 82m to its junction with that part adjacent to house no. 12, then northeastward for 90m to the end of its turning bay at house no. 20.

Also including that part, from its junction at a point adjacent to house no. 12, southwestward for 82m to the end of its turning bay at house no. 21A.

Also including that part, from its junction opposite house no. 9, southwestward for 74m, then northwestward for 22m to a point opposite house no. 35.

Also including that part, from its junction at a point opposite house no. 32, southward for 23m to a point opposite house no. 34.

Also including that part, from its junction opposite house no. 8, northwestward for 44m, southwestward for 53m, southeastward for 29m, to a point opposite house no. 51. 

Also including that part, from its junction adjacent to house no. 71, southwestward for 66m, northwestward for 36m to a point adjacent to house no. 76, then southward for 18m and westward for 25m to the end of its turning bay at house no 81.

Also including that part from a point adjacent to house no. 76, northward for 58m to a point opposite house no. 90, then northwestward for 40m to the end of its turning bay at house no. 85.

Also including that part from a point opposite house no. 90, southeastward for 39m to the end of its turning bay at house no. 94.  

	The Old Forge

Footpath ‘A’.
	64m
	From its junction with footpath at roundabout adjacent to house no. 99 The Old Forge, northwestward for 64m to a point in line with the northwestern boundary of house no. 104.





It was proposed by Councllor D. Keating , seconded by Councillor M. cORR 
and AGREED:


“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council declare the 
roads 
in The Old Forge, Lucan as set out in the above report to be public roads.”
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It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:
“That the roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to be public roads.”
(C/0419/08) HOUSING-DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING OCTOBER 2008
The following report, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“Under Section 94 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) 
South 
Dublin County Council prepared a Housing Strategy.  One of the key purposes of 
the strategy is 
to identify the overall need for affordable housing in the area of the 

County Development Plan and to ensure that South Dublin County Council provides for 
the development of affordable housing.  To date, the Council has been successful in 
acquiring affordable housing units for eligible applicants through:-


(a)  Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended)


(b)  The development of public private partnerships/joint ventures.


(c)   The Integrated Area Plans in tax designated areas.


The Property Path has sold 1216 affordable homes since the commencement of all 
programmes, under Part V, joint venture and affordable initiatives. 


To date 342 applications have been made in respect of the 121 purchases being made by 
the Affordable Homes Partnership in March 2007. To date 112 of these properties 
have closed. 


A new imitative was launched IN August 2008 consisting of 134 properties in Newcastle. 
Adamstown, Lucan and Tallaght. An internet and newspaper promotional campaign is 
under way on these homes. To date 74 deposits have been placed on these 
properties.


In order to comply with the requirements of Section 211 of the Planning and 
Development 
Act, 2000 (as amended) and Section 183 of the Local Government 
Act, 2001 it is recommended that the Council dispose of 1 property at Lyons Avenue, 
Newcastle, Co Dublin, 1 Property at Priorsgate, Greenhills Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24, 1 
property in Eaton Close, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin, 16 Properties at Broadfield Hall, Belgard 
Square, Tallaght, Dublin 24, 1 Property at Suncroft Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24  to the 
eligible applicants (schedule available at the meeting) in accordance with the affordable 
housing scheme as adopted by the Council in April 2003. 

 
It is also proposed to amend resolution minute no. c/0308/08 dated 08/09/08 regarding 
the applicant set out in the second schedule hereto. 

 
The consent of the Council is sought for the disposal of these properties to eligible 
applicants. 

 
Joe Horan

County Manager”
 It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor T. Mcdermott and AGREED:
“That the Council dispose of 1 property at Lyons Avenue, Newcastle, Co Dublin, 1 Property at Priorsgate, Greenhills Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24, 1 property in Eaton Close, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin, 16 Properties at Broadfield Hall, Belgard Square, Tallaght, Dublin 24, 1 Property at Suncroft Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24 to the eligible applicants (schedule available at the meeting) in accordance with the affordable housing scheme as adopted by the Council in April 2003.  

It is also proposed to amend resolution minute no. c/0308/08 dated 08/09/08 regarding the applicant set out in the second schedule hereto”.

(C/0420/08)  PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST@ 195 BALROTHERY EST TALLAGHT D24.   
The following report, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground 
Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local 
Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder 
to Mathew & Margaret Murphy whom the site has been leased under the terms of the 
Council’s Small 
Builders Scheme. Mathew & Margaret Murphy have applied in 
accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act,  
1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is 
€19.04 per annum.

	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired 
From
	Purchase Price

	195 Balrothery Estate

Tallaght,

Dublin, 24.


	Mathew & 

Margaret 

Murphy


	18/06/1974
	Siobhan O’Dea
	€415.00


   J.Horan
    
 County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. Jones and AGREED:

“That South Dublin County Council in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Mathew & Margaret Murphy whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme.  Mathew & Margaret Murphy have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	195 Balrothery Estate

Tallaght,

Dublin, 24.


	Mathew & 

Margaret 

Murphy


	18/06/1974
	Siobhan O’Dea
	€415.00”


(C/0421/08)  PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST @ 99 LIMEKILN ROAD WALKINSTOWN D12.
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Noel & Linda Kavanagh to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Noel & Linda Kavanagh have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.
	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	99 Limekiln Road   

Walkinstown ,

Dublin, 12.


	Noel  & Linda Kavanagh 
	05/04/1974
	Una O’ Callaghan
	€415.00


            _J. Horan____________________

               County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor  M. Ardagh     and AGREED:

“That South Dublin County Council in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Noel & Linda Kavanagh to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Noel & Linda Kavanagh have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	99 Limekiln Road   

Walkinstown ,

Dublin, 12.


	Noel  & Linda Kavanagh 
	05/04/1974
	Una O’ Callaghan
	€415.00”


(C/0422/08)
PROPOSED DISPOSAL BY WAY OF LEASE OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS DUCTS AT GRANGE CASTLE BUSINESS PARK, CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22 TO MICROSOFT IRELAND OPERATIONS LIMITED.
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“The Council in it’s capacity as Developer of Grange Castle Business Park and having 
regard to the principles of good estate management in the interest of the Park as a 
whole has provided a range of infrastructural services to service and facilitate clients 
locating to the Park.


Among the essential services are Telecommunications Ducts provided and installed 
around the park serving potential sites. The Ducts have been provided in 2 Phases, 
Phase 1 having a length of 3,600 metres and Phase 2 having a length of 3,930 metres, 
giving a total length loop of 7,530 metres.


Microsoft Ireland Operations Ltd has now applied for a lease in respect of Duct number 
3. I recommend the Council grant a lease to Microsoft Ireland Operations Ltd, 70 Sir 
John Rogersons Quay, Dublin 2 in respect of underground telecommunications Duct No. 
3 at Grange Castle Business Park, Dublin 22 for the purpose of providing 
telecommunications within the Park in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and 
Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local 
Government Act 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions:- 


1  To use the  Duct (Duct No.3) (which shall be identified and shown on a 
drawing) for the transmission and reception of telecommunications signals through fibre 
optic and other telecommunications cabling (excluding cabling containing copper) and 
for no other purpose whatsoever. 


2. The ducts measuring 7,530 metres or thereabouts  comprise of a set of two ducts on 
each side of the Access Road (as defined in the Lease) including all 
chambers, 
manholes, junctions chambers and covers but excluding surrounding soil 
or the surface, 
except where the cover of a chamber or junction chamber is on and includes the
Surface.


3.  The Lease shall be for a term of 999 years subject to payment of a Capital 
Premium of €433,200 (i.e. 7,530 metres at €57.53 per metre). The Council will consider, 
if requested, the question of phased payments.


4. The rent reserved in the Lease shall be €100 per annum reviewable every 
5 years 
by reference to the Consumer Price Index.


5.  In the event of consent being granted to a change of use of the Ducts the 
Lessee 
shall pay €150 per metre increased by reference to the Consumer Price Index or 
the pen 
market value of the Ducts at the date of application for consent whichever is the 
greater. In the event of dispute the matter will be referred to an independent 
professional valuer nominated by the President of the Irish Auctioneers and Valuers 
Institute and his determination shall be final and binding.  For the avoidance of 
doubt 
the upgrading of any cabling within the Duct from time to time 
throughout the term of 
the Lease to its most technologically advanced equivalent shall not constitute a change of 
use.


6.  Any breach in the terms of the Lease not remedied within sixty days of the 
serviceof notice or in the event of the liquidation or receivership of the Company the 
Council shall be entitled to terminate the Lease by written notice. 


7.  Where such opening up is necessary, the Lessee shall obtain the prior written consent 
of the Council to the opening up of the grounds above the Duct, which consent shall not 
be unreasonably withheld, for the purpose of repairing, renewing, maintaining, inspecting 
or replacing the ducts. 


8.   Reinstatement works shall be carried out in accordance with the guidelines 
for 
opening, backfilling and reinstatement of trenches in public roads as published by the 
Department of the Environment and Local Government in, April 2002 or as amended 
from time to time. 


9.     The Council reserves the right, at its expense, to alter or vary the route of 
the 
duct or any part thereof, for the purpose of facilitating any present or future 
development of the Park subject to the terms of the Lease.


10.                The Lessee shall furnish on demand:- 


(i)                 A statement listing any alterations and/or additions to the services in the 


         ducts.


(ii)                Copy of current licence for the use of the Ducts/Services provided through 


         them from the Minister for Communications, Marine and National 



Resources or other regulatory authority and satisfactory evidence that 



all fees have been paid up to date. 

(iii)         Furnish annually site maps and as built drawings detailing new extensions 


   to the existing infrastructure including drop connection routes. 

 
11. The Lessee is to ensure that all parts of the Ducts including the chambers, 
manholes and covers are permanently and securely covered with covers of sufficient 
design and strength to withstand the weight of such vehicular, pedestrian and other 
traffic that may be reasonably expected to pass over them.


12.  The Lessee shall not assign, transfer, mortgage or share the possession or 
occupation of the ducts or any part thereof (a “transfer”) without the prior written 
consent of the Council, which consent shall not be unreasonably withheld, but which 
consent shall not be required for a transfer to an occupier, sub-tenant or assignee of the 
Lessee’s site.


13.   The Lessee shall acknowledge that it shall be reasonable for the Council to 
withhold its consent under term 12 if the Council has spare capacity in any services ducts 
in the Park other than in the circumstances described in term 12.


14.  To keep the ducts insured with a reputable insurer against loss or damage 
in a 
sum sufficient to cover the full cost of reinstating the ducts including Architects 
fees, 
site clearance costs, allowances for cost and price inflation, VAT, stamp duties 
and all 
other incidental expenses in connection with the rebuilding of the ducts. 


15.    To indemnify and keep indemnified the Council against all and any 
expenses, 
costs, claims, demands, damages and other liabilities, in respect of any 
claim made out 
of the occupation of the Council’s lands or the failure by the Lessee 
to comply with 
its obligations.  The minimum limit of indemnity required is €10m (Ten Million Euros) for 
any single event.


16.  At all times during the occupation of the Council’s lands the Lessee shall 
comply 
with all statutory requirements and enactments and execute at its own expense 
any 
works or arrangements that may be required. 


17. Each party shall be responsible for its own legal costs in this matter. 


18. The Lease Agreement shall contain such other terms and conditions as are 
deemed 
appropriate by the County Solicitor in Leases of this nature. 


19. No agreement enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until 
exchange of contracts has taken place.


The Ducts being disposed of are in the lands acquired from Bernard Murphy in 1980 for 
Industrial, housing and open space purposes, Thomas Beattie in 1978 for housing 
purposes, Alfred Beattie in 1997, Mary T Blaney in 1997, Elizabeth Beattie in 1997, 
Mervyn Eager in 1999, Robert Beattie in 2000 and Richard J Beattie in 2003 for future 
development purposes. 

         
 ____________________

              J. Horan

County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and AGREED:

“That South Dublin County Council grant a lease to Microsoft Ireland Operations Ltd., 70 Sir John Rogersons Quay, Dublin 2 in respect of underground telecommunications Duct No.3 at Grange Castle Business Park, Dublin 22 for the purpose of providing telecommunications within the Park in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 in accordance with the terms and conditions specified in the foregoing report.”
(C/0423/08)
REPORT ON PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCEDURES UNDER PART 8 OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 – NEILSTOWN COMMUNITY CENTRE INCORPORATING THE NEILSTOWN BOXING CLUB, NEILSTOWN, DUBLIN 22
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. P. Smith, Director of Community Services, and was CONSIDERED:

“At a meeting of the Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee (1) held on 22nd April 2008 it was 
agreed to proceed with a public consultation process for the proposed refurbishment of 
the Community Centre and  new Boxing Club at Neilstown, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.


Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 prescribes the requirements in 
respect of certain classes of proposed Local Authority Developments. The Regulations 
apply to the proposed works involved in the proposed refurbishment of the Community 
Centre and new Boxing Club at Neilstown.


The proposed works entail the extension and refurbishment of existing facility to also 
provide for Neilstown Boxing Club and ancillary landscaping which will include the 
following accommodation:


Ground floor extension of 390sqM providing Boxing Club with separate entrance area and 
changing facilities. 


First floor extension providing a new Multi Purpose room and storage.


Redesign of existing first floor accommodation to provide an office, meeting room and 
multi purpose room


Ancillary Landscaping 


CONSULTATION PROCESS:

The above proposed works were advertised in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning 
and Development Regulations 2001, in the Irish Independent on Monday 14th July, 2008. 


The scheme went on public display from Monday 14th July, 2008 to Monday 26th August, 
2008 at: 

·         The offices of South Dublin County Council, County Hall, Tallaght,

·          The offices of South Dublin County Council, Clondalkin 


The closing date for receipt of submissions was Monday 8th September, 2008.


There were no submissions made during this period. 


As the proposed works are consistent with the proper planning and sustainable 
development of 
the area and the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004 – 2010, it 
is recommended to proceed with the proposed works as advertised and subject to 
the dentification and sourcing of the necessary balance of funding for the project.


Neilstown Drawings”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors R. Dowds, T. Ridge and J. Daly.

Mr. P. Smith responded to the Members’ queries.

The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the proposed development be carried out as recommended in the Manager’s Report.
(C/0424/08   UNAUDITED ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT AND 
AUTHORISATION OF OVER EXPENDITURE

The following reports, which had been circulated, were presented by Ms. C. 
Henehan, Head of Finance, and were CONSIDERED:


a)Unaudited Annual Financial Statement

“Section 108 of the Local Government Act 2001 requires that as soon as practicable after 
the preparation of the annual financial statement, such statement shall be made 
available to each member of the local authority and considered at the next meeting 
of the authority.


A draft Annual Financial Statement for 2007 has now been prepared.


The draft Annual Financial Statement was noted by the Organisation and Procedure and 
Finance Committee at its meeting on 18th September 2008.


The draft (unaudited) AFS 2007 can be viewed at the following link:


http://membersnet.sdublincoco.ie/departments/finance/afs/index2007.aspx

b)Authorisation Of Over-Expenditure

“Under Section 104 of the Local Government Act 2001, Council approval for additional 
increased expenditure within the following Programme Groups is required in respect of 
2007. 


Authorisation of Additional Over Expenditure for 2007


Programme

Amount of

Description


Group


Increased





Expenditure

4
                     700,000
              Expenditure in relation to






       

  Grange Castle Business Park which was


                                                                       incurred as part of management of the park.”



 

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. Ridge, T. Gilligan, 
D. Corrigan and M. Corr.


Ms. C. Henehan and Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Economic Development responded 
to the 
Members’ queries.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:

“That the additional increased over expenditure within the following Programme Groups in respect of 2007 is APPROVED:

Programme

Amount of

Description

Group


Increased





Expenditure

4
700,000
Expenditure in relation to Grange

Castle Business Park which was

incurred as part of management of the park.”
(C/0425/08) 
NOMINATIONS TO DODDER VALLEY PARTNERSHIP BOARD  (FORMERLY KNOWN AS TALLAGHT PARTNERSHIP)

It was AGREED that this item would be referred to the next meeting of the 
Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting in November.
(C/0426/08)
HOUSING DEMAND AND SUPPLY


Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Housing presented a Power Point Presentation on 
Housing Supply and Demand  

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. Ridge, C. King, J. 
Hannon, M. Corr, E. Maloney, S. Crowe, J. Daly, C. Keane and T. Gilligan.

Mr. F. Nevin and Mr. J. Horan, County Manager responded to the Members’ 
queries.


The report was NOTED.

(C/0427/08   NAMING OF STADIUM

The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. T. 
Doherty, Director of Planning, and was CONSIDERED:


REPORT

Consideration has been given to the formal name by which the new stadium in Tallaght 
Town centre will be known in the future.


It is recommended that the title Tallaght Stadium should be accorded 


A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors J. Hannon, M. Corr, J. 
Daly, R. Dowds and C. Keane.


Mr. T. Doherty responded to the Members’ queries and assured the Members that 
South Dublin County Council’s branding and logo would be clearly evident on 
signage and promotional material.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. Jones and 
AGREED:

“That the new stadium in the Tallaght Town Centre be accorded the name 
‘Tallaght Stadium’”.
(C/0428/08) 
DUBLIN AGGLOMERATION ACTION PLAN IN RELATION TO THE  ASSESSMENT AND MANAGEMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL NOISE 

The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms. Philomena Poole, Director of Environmental Services, and was CONSIDERED:


“The following report was noted at the meetings of the Terenure-Rathfarnham Area 
Committee, the Tallaght Area Committee and the Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee held 
during September 2008. The report was also noted at the meeting of the Environment 
and Transportation SPCs also in September.


‘’Under the Environmental Noise Regulations made pursuant to EU Directive 2002/49/EC, 
the four local authorities within the agglomeration of Dublin (Dublin City Council, 
Fingal, 
Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown and South Dublin County Councils), are required to produce 
Noise Maps and Noise Action Plans for noise emanating from major industry, roads, 
including major roads, 
rail, including major rail and airports including major airports.


This Directive was adopted following an EU Green Paper on 'Future Noise Policy' which 
highlighted the need for a high level of health and environmental protection against 
noise.  In the Green Paper, the Commission addressed noise in the environment as one 
of the 
main environmental problems in Europe. The Directive was transposed into Irish 
law by the Environmental Noise Regulations, SI number 140 of 2006.


The aims of the Directive are:-


- To monitor environmental noise problems by requiring competent authorities in 
Member States to draw up "strategic noise maps" for major roads, railways, airports and 
agglomerations, using harmonised  noise indicators Lden (day-evening-night average 
sound 
level) and Lnight (night time average sound level).  The maps are to be used to 
assess the number of people annoyed and sleep disturbed respectively throughout 
each member state in the European Union.


- To inform and consult the public about noise exposure, its effects, and the measures to 
be considered to address noise problems.


- To address local noise issues by requiring competent authorities to draw up action 
plans to reduce noise where necessary and maintain the environmental acoustic quality 
where it is good.  The directive does not set any limit value nor does it prescribe the 
measures to be used in the action plans, which remain at the discretion of the competent 
authorities.


- To develop a long-ter EU strategy, which includes objectives to reduce the number of 
people affected by noise in the longer term, and provides a framework for developing 
existing Community policy on noise reduction from source


The Directive is also aimed at providing a basis for developing EU wide measures to 
reduce noise emitted by the major sources, in particular road and rail 
vehicles infrastructure, aircraft, outdoor and industrial equipment.  The Directive applies 
to environmental noise to which humans are exposed, in particular in built-up 
areas, 
in public parks or other quiet areas in an agglomeration, in quiet areas in open 
country, near schools, hospitals and other noise sensitive building and areas.  It does 
not apply to noise that is caused by the exposed person himself/ herself, noise 
from 
domestic activities, noise created by neighbours, noise at work places or noise inside 
means of transport or due to military activities in military areas. 

Draft Action Plan


The Draft Action Plan is aimed at managing 'Environmental Noise'.  It is prepared jointly 
by all 
of the four local authorities in the Dublin Agglomeration - Dublin City Council, 
Fingal County 
Council, South Dublin County Council and Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown 
County Council, being the designated authorities under article 7 of the Environmental 
Noise Regulations to do so.   


The main purpose of the Noise Action Plan is to;

· Inform and consult the public about noise exposure, its effects and the measures 
which may be considered to address noise problems. 

· Address strategic noise issues by requiring competent authorities to draw up 
action plans to manage noise issues and their effects 

· Reduce noise where possible and maintain the environmental acoustic quality 
where possible.


The Plan will be of 5 years duration from the 31st October 2008. 


Whilst the noise maps and the Environmental Noise Regulations are aimed at developing 
strategic policy, it is acknowledged that when most people complain about noise, it 
relates more to local issues such as neighbour, entertainment, and construction noises. 
Most 
of these issues come within the remit of the Environmental Protection Agency 
Act 1992 and Health & Safety legislation.  However, the Noise Action Plan deals solely 
with strategic issues identified by the noise mapping. 


Roles and Responsibilities

Under the Environmental Noise Regulations 2006 the 4 Local Authorities within the 

'Agglomeration of Dublin' are designated as the noise-mapping and action planning 
bodies for the purpose of making and approving strategic noise maps and action plans.  
They have been designated as the noise mapping bodies and action planning 
authorities for the following categories within their areas:-


- All Roads and Major Roads


- All Rail and Major Rail,


- Major Industrial Processes


- All Airports and Major Airport.


Draft Action Plans were completed before the required date i.e. the 18th July 2008, and 
are designed to manage, within the agglomeration, noise issues and effects including 
noise reduction if necessary.  The Plans also aim to protect quiet areas against an 
increase in noise.  Before producing and implementing Action Plans the local 
authorities must consult with the Environmental Protection Agency and the noise-
mapping body for the noise-map involved, i.e. NRA, Iarnrod Eireann, IPPC licensed 
Plants, Dublin Airport Authority.  The Local Authorities are also responsible for 
consulting with members of the public and are required under the Directive to
demonstrate how they have done so.


Public consultation


Notice of the preparation of the Noise Action Plans by the four Dublin Local Authorities 
was published in the Irish Times on the 18th July 2008.The notice stated that a draft 
of the 
proposed Plans was available for inspection and for purchase at the offices of the 
four Authorities and that written representations could be made in relation to the Draft 
Noise 
Plans 
before the 12th September 2008. A copy of the Plan was circulated to all 
the elected Members of the Council and the Members of the Environment and 
Transportation SPCs.


The Noise Action Plan must come into effect on the 31st October 2008.The making of the 
Plan is an executive function to be performed by the Manager of the Local Authority. ‘’


A total of eleven submissions was received by the Council before the closing date for the 
receipt of submissions. A synopsis of the submissions received together with the 
Council’s response on each submission is contained in the document which 
accompanies this report and will be incorporated into the final Plan where 
appropriate. Submissions received by the other local authorities in the Dublin 
agglomeration will also be taken into consideration in the final Plan. 


The making of the of the Plan is an executive function.

  b) “SUMMARY OF SUBMISSIONS FROM PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS JUNE – SEPTEMBER 2008
	No
	Submission Received from
	Address
	Synopsis of Submission

	1
	Cllr Derek Keating
	South Dublin County Council
	· Complaint on noise nuisance from Weston Airport and request that noise monitoring be carried out in the area. 

· Concerns about inconsistent finishing of boundary treatment in residential areas on recent road widening projects including Outer Ring Road and N4.

  Response ; These issues will be considered under actions outlined in Chapters 6 & 7 of the Noise Action Plan. (Chapter 6 – Proposals for action Chapter 7 – Implementation Plan)

	2.
	Sean Traynor
	Palmerstown  Dublin 20
	Complaint about lack of noise abatement measures for noise emanating from N4.    Response; These issues will be considered under actions outlined in Chapters 6 & 7 of the Noise Action Plan.

	3.
	Jennifer Cramner
	Ninth Lock Road Clondalkin D22
	Complaint about increase of HGV traffic on Ninth Lock Road.   Response; This issue will be considered under actions outlined in Chapters 6 & 7 of the Noise Action Plan.

	4.
	Matt Walshe
	 Palmerstown, Dublin 20
	· Comment on addressing root cause analysis of noise sources and use of international best practice.

Response; No amendment to Noise Action Plan required as the matter is not  relevant. ---------------------------------------------------------------- 

· Complaint about increased noise from M50. 

· Complaint about noise from aircraft on DAP exit flight path.

  Response; These issues will be considered under actions outlined in Chapters 6 & 7 of the Noise Action Plan.

	5.
	John Kelly
	Woodville Residents Association, Lucan, Co Dublin
	· Comment on traffic management optimisation.

Response; No amendment to Noise Action required. ---------------------------------------------------------------- 

· Complaint about noise from N4.

· Request for Noise Barrier to screen noise from N4.

  Response; These issues will be considered under actions outlined in Chapters 6 & 7 of the Noise Action Plan.

	6.
	O’Brien Family
	Palmerstown 
	Complaint about noise levels from traffic on Kennelsfort Road.   Response; This issue will be considered under actions outlined in Chapters 6 & 7 of the Noise Action Plan.

	7.
	Joanna Tuffy TD
	Dail Eireann
	· Comment on noise mitigation measures for future road construction/improvement projects. 

· Comment on need for provision of noise mitigation measures for areas near motorways and major roads. 

Response; No amendment to Noise Action Plan required. Complaint about noise levels from Kennelsfort Road Upper.   Response; This issue will be considered under actions outlined in Chapters 6 & 7 of the Noise Action Plan.

	8.
	Cllr Gus O’Connell
	South Dublin County Council
	· Considers plan does not address legacy of poor planning and is weak in regard to corrective measures.

  Response; No amendment to Noise Action Plan required. - 

· Complaint about use of wooden noise barriers instead of concrete or stone. 

· Complaint about noise levels from traffic on M50 and N4.

Response; These issues will be considered under actions outlined in Chapters 6 & 7 of the Noise Action Plan.

	9.
	Ken Maycock
	Moy Glas Residents Association, Lucan, Co Dublin
	· Comment on structure and scope of plan.

Queries: 

· Tonal considerations of noise. 

· Approval process for plan. 

· Validity of Lden noise measurement. 

· Weightings identified in 4.6.2 – Noise source should be irrelevant. 

· Noise band scoring in 4.6.2 – why is <55dB scored higher than 60-64dB. 

· What is source of dB levels for desirable/undesirable noise levels (4.7.1) 

· Why residential areas are not considered Noise Sensitive Locations.

  Response; No amendment to Noise Action Plan. A separate response to queries has been sent.

	10
	John and Beverley Power
	Lucan, Co Dublin  
	· Noise Maps validate the serious affect of noise from the R120 

· Any proposed solution should be sensitive to Proposal 1 (Grand Canal Corridor Study) 

· A new route for the R120 should be considered to preserve the heritage and environmental importance of the 12th Lock and environs.

Response; No amendment to Noise Action Plan required. 

· Siting of new roads in the Grand Canal area should take account of the amenity value of the canal for all users. Grand Canal should be included on priority list along with schools, parks, hospitals etc.

Response; Grand Canal is included as a noise sensitive location in Noise Action Plan

	11
	Sandra Maguire
	Marlfield, Cabinteely, Dublin 18
	Recommendation that noise nuisance from intruder alarms be included in Noise Action Plan.   Response; Noise from intruder alarms dealt with under separate legislation. No amendment to Noise Action Plan required.”


The report was NOTED.
(C/0429/08)
 REPORT & PRESENTATION ON INITIATION OF REVIEW OF  COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN

The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. T. Doherty, Director of Economic Development and was CONSIDERED:


“INITIATION OF REVIEW OF COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

- DETAILS OF PUBLIC LOCAL CONSULTATION MEETINGS 
	Dates


	Venue
	Times
	Confirmation

	11th November 2008
	Clondalkin Civic Offices
	7.30-9.00 (Room booked 7.00-9.30)
	Booking Confirmed

	18th November 2008
	Rathcoole Community Centre
	7.30-9.00 (Room booked 7.00-9.30)
	Booking Confirmed

	20th November 2008
	Ballyroan Library
	7.30-9.00 (Room booked 7.00-9.30)
	Booking Confirmed

	26th November 2008
	Lucan Library
	7.30-9.00 (Room booked 7.00-9.30)
	Booking Confirmed

	27th November 2008
	Tallaght Library
	7.30-9.00 (Room booked 7.00-9.30)
	Booking Confirmed



County Development Plan2
The report was NOTED.

CORRESPONDENCE


Ministerial
(C/0430/08)
Letter, dated 10th September 2008, from the Minister for Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government regarding the creation of a new Area of Special Amenity in the Liffey Valley.

The above letter was NOTED.


Other

(C/0431/08)
Letter, dated 1st October 2008 from Monaghan Town Council regarding 


motion passed in relation to parking discs for vehicle used in the distribution 


of "Meals-on-Wheels".

The above letter was NOTED.


MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
(C/0432/08)
 SECOND GARDA STATION FOR TALLAGHT


It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney:


That this Council calls on the Minister for Justice to provide a second Garda station in the Tallaght area.
REPORT:


“If the motion is passed the matter will be referred to the Minister for Justice who 
has ultimate responsibility for this service.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Corr, E. Maloney, C. King, E. Walsh, R. Dowds, J. Lahart, J. Hannon, S. Crowe, J. Daly, T. McDermott and C. Keane.

It was AGREED to amend the motion to read as follows:

That this Council calls on the Minister for Justice to provide a second Garda station in the Tallaght area and that the matter be referred to the Joint Policing Committee for further discussion.
The amended motion was PASSED.

(C/0433/08)
 KYOTO PROTOCOL 


 It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:

“That this Council endorses the 10 pilot actions arising from the Roma per Kyoto Conference held in Rome on 18th September 2008 and in doing so, notes the valuable role played by the Institute of Technology, Tallaght in supporting this process as a partner in an EU Life Program funded project.  In addition this council invites Dublin City Council, Fingal County Council and Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council to support this resolution and calls on the Minister for the Environment to ensure actions to protect taxpayers in this country from any additional excessive financial burdens due to non-compliance with the Kyoto protocol.”

REPORT:


“The primary purpose of this conference is to facilitate dissemination of the results of the 
pilot projects which were established as part of the Roma per Kyoto Project.  This 
project is funded under the EU Life Programme.  LIFE is the EU's financial instrument 
supporting environmental and nature conseration projects throughout the EU.  One of 
the aims of this 
particular project was to produce a city plan for the City of Rome to 
achieve the goals of the Kyoto 
protocol which would in turn create a demonstration 
project which could be 
transferred to other cities.  The specific aim is to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions to a level 6.5% below the 1990 levels by the 
2012.  A 
number of pilot actions / projects were undertaken by the partners in Rome to 
evaluate their effectiveness in the reduction of greenhouse gam emissions.  The IT 
Tallaght within the Roma per Kyoto project has been to 
develop a protocol for 
the 
evaluation of the pilot actions undertaken in the city of Rome.


The IT Tallaght is regarded as an learning resource for industry and business.  As a 
national provider of third level higher education courses in Engineering, Business, Science 
and Humanities it also provides a range of external services including applied research, 
business, technology consultancy and expert services and is involved in a number of Irish 
Government funded research projects.  The IT has an established history, of participation 
with partners from Rome in a number of EU funded projects such as LIFE, Erasmus, 
Socrates, Youthstart, Adapt, NOW, Copernicus, Euroform, URBAN and Leonardo da Vinci. 
In this instances their work was particularly valuable in that it forms the basis of a cost 
beneift analysis on each respective pilot action.  This means that the pilot actions carried 
out can be evaluationed on a basis of euros for every tonne of CO2 removed and should 
enable the most effective plan to address green house gas.  A further role of the IT was 
to compile a list of interventions that could result in a reduction of GHG emissions.


 The 10 points agreed at the conference are set out below: -

1. The cities agree that climate change is one of the most important topics in their 
common agenda.

2. To this end, the cities agree to create specific offices or agencies to work on climate 
change mitigation and adaptation.

3. The cities agree to develop concrete actions to mitigate climate change, clearly 
defining the target of reduction, the timing to achieve the results and the strategies of 
implementation.

4. The cities agree that the strategies of mitigation mainly include:

    -An integrated approach to the town planning, mobility, land use and environmental 
protection policies;

   -Sustainable mobility (traffic reduction, Public Transport development, use of low 
emission fuels and vehicles).

    -Reduction of Energy consumption.

    -Sustainable building Methods, Techniques and Materials.

    -Building retrofit.
 
   -Develop the use and production of renewable energy.

   -Good practices and sustainable lifestyles.
 
   -Soil management to avoid floods and droughts:
 
   -Waste management and implementation of the 3R Strategy.
 
   -CO2 absorption by green sinks and land use.
   
 -The development of environmental information and education.

5. The cities ask their Central Governments to recognise that these actions area clear 
and well defined contribution for the Member states to achieve the target of 
reduction at National level.

6. The cities share the EU target of the so-called strategy "+20 +20 -20" for 2020.

7. The cities recognise that the EU initiative "Covenant of Mayors" is an important tool to 
support the efforts of the EU cities to fight the climate change.

8. The cities asked the European Commission not to consider the investment into climate 
change 
mitigation and adaptation in the framework of the Stability Pact.

9. The cities ask the European Commission and their Central Governments to define the 
strategies and the policies at economic level to support the Local Administrations to 
implement the actions of mitigation and adaptation to climate change.

10. The cities ask the United Nations to make reference to the role of Local 
Administrations in the next so-called Copenhagen Protocol, which will replace the Kyoto 
Protocol.


South Dublin is engaged in the production of a Climate Change Strategy for the County.  Codema, the Energy Agency for the Dublin Region, is assisting in the production of this Strategy.  The themes are Energy; Planning; Transport; Waste Management and Bio Diversity.  The actions to be contained within it will have strong verifable indicators and achievable goals.  This will build on and include the work in which the Council is already involved such as the planning process for Adamstown where the process ensured the lowest possible CO2 emissions and the reaching of the waste recycling targets of 59% for the  Dublin Region.  The Council itself is also producing a Sustainable Energy Strategy, in advance of the Climate Change Strategy.

The actions set out will support the Climate Change Strategy and will be incorporated into the final document.  The Strategy will go through a period of public consultation enabling feedback from other individuals and agencies prior to being presented to the Council in March 2009.  


If this motion is passed the Council will write to the other Dublin Authorities inviting their 
support and will also write to the Minister conveying the sentiments of the motion”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Corr and E. Tuffy.

The motion was PASSED.

(C/0434/08)
M50 AND N4 WORKS 


It was proposed by Councillor G. O'Connell, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:
That this Council adopt a policy of restoring the boundary in a manner that meets the reasonable concerns of  property owners where the Council or its agents interfere with existing boundary treatment and in particular the Manager responsible restore the boundaries that have been damaged by the M50 and or N4 works given that the current approach of “replacing like with like” is not a practical proposition for residents who enjoyed a hedge and trees that took some 40 years to mature and who now are exposed to air, noise and light pollution and who have their security and privacy breached both by the interference to the hedgerow and the new heightened contours of the road combined with the effects of increased volumes of traffic, higher speed caused by the free flow system which are not eliminated by the improved road surface or the proposed landscaping.
REPORT:


“It has always been Council policy to replace boundaries to properties in such a manner 
as to return the property to its original condition, in so far as it is practicable, to the 
satisfaction of the land owner from whom land is purchased. In certain circumstances 
enhanced boundary treatment is provided where there is a justifiable need and then 

in particular circumstances only by agreement with the land owner.  The Council 
does 
not, nor has it any right to, interfere with other property. 


There is an obligation on the Council to repair any damage caused to private property 
which it has damaged during the course of its works and this is normally done on a like 
for like basis consistent with statutory obligations imposed on the Council in terms of 
expenditure of public monies in a proper fashion and other obligations imposed from 
time to time.  


The particular concerns mentioned in relation to the M50 and N4 works relating to 
increased volumes of traffic, higher speed, heightened contours etc. were addressed in 
the respective EIS's, and approved by An Bord pleanala. Mitigation measures 
approved by An Bord Pleanala were incorporated into the construction contracts.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors G. O’Connell, E. Tuffy and D. Corrigan.

Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transportation responded to the Members’ queries.

The report was NOTED.

(C/0435/08)
PROCUREMENT POLICIES 


It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott, seconded by Councillor R. Dowds:
That this Council request the Environment Strategic Policy Committee to review, and revise where necessary, the SDCC Procurement Policies to ensure that they minimize the Council's impact on the Environment in a manner that is consistent with legislation and that a draft revised policy be presented to the Council in 2008.
REPORT:


“Public procurement is defined as the acquisition, whether under formal contract 
or not, of works, supplies, and services by public bodies.

South Dublin County Council is particularly conscious of the need to develop and 
maintain best 
practice procurement in all areas of purchasing in accordance with codes 
published by the Department of Finance and issued through the National Public 
Procurement Policy Unit. In this 
regard EU Directives covering public procurement as 
advised by the Department of Finance must be observed at all times.


This council is proud of its reputation in terms of its Corporate Social Responsibility and 
takes into account the social, ethical, and environmental effects of its activities on its 
staff, its local community and the community at large.  


An inter-departmental group is currently involved in drafting a formal Corporate 

Procurement Plan, under guidelines issued by the Department of Finance, which is 
now well advanced. In 
addition to matters such as value for money, probity and 
integrity it will 
deal with social and environmental issues as put forward in the motion. 


It is proposed to present a report on the Corporate Procurement Plan, when drafted, for 
discussion and input of the members. 


The council is also well advanced in the drafting of its Sustainable Energy Strategy 
which includes focus on Green Procurement: where public purchasers take account of 
environmental factors when buying products, services or works at all stages of the 
project and within the entire life-cycle of procured goods.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. McDermott and C. Keane.

Mr. A. Jacob, Head of Corporate Services responded to the Members’ queries. He reiterated that development of the Corporate Procurement Plan is well advanced and that it is proposed to present the draft plan to the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee meeting to be held in November.

The motion was PASSED.

(C/0436/08)
BEHANS QUARRY


It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

In the event of an incinerator being granted permission to operate at Behan's Quarry, Rathcoole, this Council agrees that we would not use the facility.
REPORT:


“In accordance with an agreement for the provision of a waste to energy facility at 
Poolbeg, as outlined in the current Dublin Region Waste Management Plan, South Dublin 
County Council has contracted to supply waste collected by it to the operator of the 
facility at Poolbeg.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Corr, R. Dowds, T. McDermott and D. Corrigan.

Mr. J. Horan, County Manager and Mr. J. Quinlivan responded to the Members’ queries and in reference to the recent privitisation issue in DLR it was agreed to keep the members informed.
The report was NOTED.

(C/0437/08)
VACANT BOARDED UP HOUSES


It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

That this Council while acknowledging the hard work of the Housing maintenance staff calls on the Manager to once and for all address the ongoing and increasing levels of vacant/boarded up houses throughout the County as a matter of priority to ensure the most efficient use of Housing stock while providing homes for families and returning a sense of pride to areas that have had to endure the presence of unsightly boarded-up houses scattered throughout their neighbourhoods for periods of up to two and a half years.
REPORT:


“On average SDCC experiences a vacancy rate within its social rented housing stock of 
about 
80 units representing c l% of the entire housing stock. 


The average length of time it takes Housing Department to prepare a house for re-let 
repairs is approximately 12 weeks.    In the case of fire damaged and/or vandalised 
houses, it can take considerably longer to effect the pre-let repairs.


While every effort is made to secure vacant council dwellings against arson and/or 
attacks of vandalism, such houses are frequently targeted by anti-social elements when 
considerable damage can be caused necessitating extensive pre-let repair works which 
serves to delay the period within which a house can be rendered fit for re-
allocation.   While on average 2-3 houses per week are handed over by the 
Council's Housing Maintenance 
Depots for re-allocation -this has negative impact on the 
number of vacant dwellings in any week as approx. 2-3 houses are surrendered 
weekly.


While every effort is made by the Council's Housing Allocations Team to ensure the 
efficient allocation of houses in the interest responding to housing need and good estate 
management,  the high incidence of refusals of offers of accommodation results in 
houses that have been rendered fit for re-letting remaining vacant shuttered and 
vulnerable.  In the nine month period January - September 2008 of the 344 units 
allocated to new tenants, 73 refusals were received indicating a refusal rate of l for every 
five offers made.  


A review of work practices within the Housing Allocations section is currently underway 
with a view to streamlining the allocations function.”
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

During consideration of this item the Mayor indicated that she proposed to suspend Standing Order No 5 in order to extend the meeting time by ten minutes to complete discussion on this item.  This was AGREED by the Members.

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors C. King, M. Corr, J. Hannon and C. Jones.

The report was NOTED.

(C/0438/08/) MOTIONS NOT REACHED



GRASS VERGES 


Councillor J. Hannon
That the current practice of providing wide grass verges on new (and improved) roads be reviewed and consideration be given to utilizing a maintenance free alternative, given the difficulties with maintenance of grass and the resultant unsightly appearance.

ROAD MAPPING 

Councillor C. Keane
That this Council discusses the mapping of the SDCC (a) Roads mapping – new alignments; new road layouts; new speed limits; new lanes etc. in order to assist GPS mobile communications updating. There is currently over an 18-month delay on this information as there is no centralized facility in Ireland on changing infrastructure – and that this recommendation be forwarded to each council. 

BEHANS QUARRY 

Councillor T. Ridge
That the Manager report as to number of months it will take for Bord Pleanala to make a decision re proposal for Incinerator at Behans Quarry Rathcoole,and to ascertain if this proposal is in line with Government Policy i.e. what body or Minister sent planning application to an Bord PLeanala.

BARRIER FREE TOLLING

Councillor E. Maloney

That the elected members of this Council request the  National Roads Authority to withdraw their misleading advertisement in connection with the introduction of the Barrier-Free Tolling on the M50. This on the basis that motorists are being mislead into registering for a free Tag, which in reality is costing them €12 per year. We demand that the NRA should abandon this €12 charge and refund the motorists who have registered to date.


HGV BAN

Councillor D. Corrigan

That the Manager initiates the process to have a HGV ban put in place during the hours of 8.30am to 9.30am and 1.15pm to 3.15pm on the Lucan / Newcastle Road.  The ban to incorporate the area from the N4 Newcastle Road junction and up to and including Newcastle Village in order to create a safer environment for children travelling to and from the local schools (a total of six).


CHILDRENS WEBSITE 

Councillor M. Corr

That the Manager undertakes to develop a section of www.sdcc.ie for children, to have links to this section of the site featured prominently on the homepage of www.sdcc.ie and to create as much interactivity as possible within it in order to engage, educate and encourage as much participation by children as possible as well as promoting active citizenship from an early age.  This is to be created in addition to the development of the "Skids" section of the Libraries website.

NAMING OF ROUNDABOUTS 


Councillor J. Lahart

That the Council agrees on a policy of naming roundabouts in the County for ease of reference for motorists and commuters and visitors to each area.


OUTREACH SERVICES 


Councillor S. Crowe

That this Council calls on the  Manager to investigate the establishment of  an outreach service in conjunction with NGO’s  and State Agencies to inform Senior Citizens  from the  South Dublin County Council area of grants and other entitlements  that are available  to them and many administered by this Council.


SWIMMING POOLS 


Councillor E. Tuffy

That this Council deplores the announcement by Minister Martin Cullen, in a written reply to a Dail Question on 24 September regarding the Government's Local Authorities Swimming Pools Programme, that "it is not intended to launch a new Programme at this time", condemns the delaying tactics used by the present Government in its responses to queries from this Council about the Programme, and requests the Manager to make a statement on the consequences for the Council's Water Leisure Strategy, and the Council's plans to build a swimming pool in Lucan, of the Government's decision not to launch a new Programme, in contradiction to repeated indications to this Council about the imminent re-opening of the Programme. 

TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION

Councillor G. O'Connell

That this Council liaise with the three other Local Authorities in the Dublin Area to introduce (a) transitional accommodation for Traveller Families and (b) emergency accommodation for Traveller Families who for legitimate reasons find themselves in a homeless situation.


  WILD ANIMALS 


Councillor T. McDermott

That South Dublin County Council supports the introduction of by-laws or other measures which would ensure that circuses which use wild animals are prohibited from performing in any part of South Dublin County, in light of the well-documented evidence of suffering endured by the animals involved and the serious animal welfare issues raised.

HOUSING LISTS

Councillor R. Dowds

That this Committee recommends that single people, male and female, be permitted to go on South Dublin County Council's housing lists.

FLOODING

Councillor C. Keane

That this Council discusses mapping of the SDCC areas with particular reference to areas vulnerable to flooding and to state what action has been taken on this issue to date. 

BEHANS QUARRY

Councillor D. Corrigan

That the Manager investigates complaints regarding environmental pollution at Behan's Quarry off the N7, including:
(1) silt deposits from the quarry on to the N7 creating dust clouds across the carriageway, and 

(2) dust pollution from trucks exiting the quarry where truck loads are not covered by tarpaulin or similar pollution preventing methods resulting in dust clouds across the carriageway.


 COMMUNITY PROJECTS 


Councillor S. Crowe

This Council agrees to instruct the manager to treat as a priority, the resolution of the licence/ lease issue for Community projects in the South Dublin County Council area and can he give an updated and detailed report on the exact reasons, per project, for the long years of delay in releasing these vital documents.


Meeting concluded at 6.40 p.m.


SIGNED: ________________________




Mayor

DATE: ____________________________
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