

Report on Meeting of the South Dublin County Joint Policing Committee,  held on Friday 12th September, 2008 at 3.00 p.m. in Council Chamber, Tallaght.

 Attendance: Committee Members

	Cllr. R. Dowds (Chair)
	Cllr. T. Ridge

	Cllr. Joe Neville
	Cllr. M. Murphy

	Cllr. G. O’ Connell
	Michelle Keairns (Comm. Platform)

	Chief Superintendent J. Twomey
	Cllr. Shane O’Connor

	Chief Superintendent J. Manley
	Cllr. E. Walsh

	C. O’Connor T.D.
	Cllr. J. Daly

	T. Aspil (Comm. Forum)
	F. Nevin (S.D.C.C.)

	Cllr. K. Warren
	


 Apologies:

J. Horan (County Manager)


 




J. Lawlor (Comm. Forum)

Cllr. J. Lehart

P. Gogarty T.D.

P. Rabbitte T.D.


Also Present:
Billy Coman, Elaine Leech, Anne Byrne, M. O’Sullivan, A. Lane, Superintendent P. Clavin, Superintendent J. Quirke, Superintendent E. Dolan, 
1. Meeting Report of the 20th June, 2008 and Matters Arising

Chairperson, Cllr. Robert Dowds and the members present adopted the report of the meeting of 20th June 2008.
Cllr. Ridge  raised  the issue of vandalism and anti-social behaviour at St. Patricks Estate, Clondalkin during the summer months.   The Gardai are aware of the situation and will monitor this.  Cllr. O’Connor requested the Council to also look at the open spaces in this area.  (Green at Dunawley)

At the last meeting,  Cllr Robert Dowds, requested that the JPC Secretariat investigate the possibility of a visit of a small delegation from South Dublin County to Sweden as it is the view of a number of experts that Sweden is developing best practice in the area of tackling the misuse of drugs and drug addition services.  The JPC Secretariat has made contact with an organisation who may be able to assist in this regard.   The Chair agreed to return to this item at the next meeting. 

Cllr. Dowds requested that the JPC Secretariat keep in contact with the Gardai regarding a presentation on an innovative pilot project that was carried out by Chief Superintendent Feehan in the city.

A request was made at the last meeting  for information regarding the numbers of Community Gardai in the county and the allocation of graduates to this county.
The following reports were supplied:
Dublin Metropolitan Region West
A Breakdown of Community Gardai for the DMR West Area is as follows:
Clondalkin                  1 Sergeant and 11 Gardai

Lucan                          1 Sergeant and 8 Gardai.

(Palmerstown is covered by Lucan Station)

DMRS

A break down of Community Gardai for the DMR South Area (South Dublin County Council Area)  is as follows:–

	NAME
	STATION
	PARISH / AREA ASSIGNED
	TELEPHONE

NO.

	Sergeant Joe O’Connor
	Tallaght
	All Areas
	6666020

	Sergeant Brian Sheridan
	Tallaght
	All Areas
	6666020

	Garda Sinead Hennigan
	Tallaght
	Town Centre / Village
	6666020

	Garda Sarah Burke
	Tallaght
	Town Centre / Village
	6666020

	Garda Niall O’Connor
	Tallaght
	Fettercairn
	6666020

	Garda Michael Groarke
	Tallaght
	Fettercairn
	6666020

	Garda Monica Costello
	Tallaght 
	Springfield
	6666020

	Garda Ger Kildea
	Tallaght
	Springfield
	6666020

	Garda Darren Rooney
	Tallaght
	Jobstown
	6666020

	Garda Damien Reilly
	Tallaght
	Jobstown
	6666020

	Garda Sinead McInerney
	Tallaght
	Old Bawn
	6666020

	Garda Paul Flood
	Tallaght
	Old Bawn 
	6666020

	Garda Gary Duffy
	Tallaght
	Killinarden
	6666020

	Garda Ian Sheedy
	Tallaght
	Killinarden
	6666020

	Garda Jamie Gogarty
	Tallaght
	Brookfield
	6666020

	Garda Tom O’Dwyer
	Tallaght
	Brookfield
	6666020

	Garda Daniel McFeeley
	Tallaght
	Tymon North
	6666020

	Garda Gràinne McPartlin
	Tallaght
	Tymon North
	6666020

	Garda John Hoare
	Tallaght
	Kilnamanagh/Kingswood
	6666020

	Garda Sarah Bolger
	Tallaght
	Kilnamanagh/Kingswood
	6666020

	Garda Pat Courtney
	Tallaght
	Bolbrook/Avonbeg
	6666020

	Garda Jim Fleming
	Tallaght
	Rural
	6666020

	Sergeant Sean Kerr
	Rathfarnham
	All Areas
	6666520

	Garda Paul Moore
	Rathfarnham
	Whitechurch
	6666520

	Garda Leanne McCarthy
	Rathfarnham
	Nutgrove
	6666520

	Garda Fionnuala Whelan
	Rathfarnham
	Butterfield
	6666520

	Garda Conor Fleming
	Rathfarnham
	Firhouse
	6666520

	Garda Danielle Cummins
	Rathfarnham
	Firhouse
	6666520

	Garda Alan Murray
	Rathfarnham
	Ballycullen
	6666520

	Sergeant John Duffy
	Terenure  
	All Areas
	6666420

	Garda Gavin Halpin
	Terenure
	St. Jude’s Parish
	6666420

	Garda Michael Power
	Terenure
	St. Jude’s Parish
	6666420

	Garda Emer O’Connor
	Terenure
	St. Pius X & Kimmage Manor
	6666420

	Sergeant Patrick McInerney
	Crumlin  
	All Areas
	6666220

	Garda Bill Hernon
	Crumlin 
	Perrystown / Cherryfield / Beechfield
	6666220

	Garda Martin Brady
	Crumlin 
	Greenhills / St. Peter’s Road / Manor Estate
	6666220


Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

The committee agreed to deal with the other matters arising under the County Managers Report and the Garda Report.

2. Presentation by the Mediation Bureau
A comprehensive presentation was made by Ms. Maire ni Mhaoilmhichil and Ms. Elizabeth Thomas.  Many of the members present thanked the Bureau for their help in the past and wished them well in the future.  

A question and answer session followed.

3. Garda Report
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Report from Chief Superintendent John Twomey DMR West: Garda Siochana Act 2005 – Joint Policing Guidelines 17.6 

Report of Clondalkin Ballyfermot Rathcoole Lucan and Ronanstown Stations to the South Dublin County Joint Policing Committee on Friday 12th Sept 2008 – Chief Supt John Twomey.

The following is compiled by way of general information, for the period under review, as per Regulation 17.6 in accordance with the headings specified in that regulation

Crime Statsitics Jan – Aug 2008 v Jan – Aug 2007

	
	2008
	2007
	Rate Diff
	Det 2008
	Det 2007

	Headline Crime
	2609
	2268
	+15%
	45%
	43%

	Non Headline
	11,358
	15,032
	-24%
	80%
	87%

	Total Crime 
	13,967
	17,300
	-19%
	74%
	81%


· Overall the Crime figure is down by 19%.

· The total reported Headline Crime figure is up by 15% and the detection rate is up by 2% to 45%.

· The total reported Non Headline Crime figure is down by 24% and the detection rate is 80%

There is a significant increase in the number of Seizures of illegal drugs up 42%.  

There is a significant increase in the number of Searches being carried under the Misuse of Drugs Act +121%.

Criminal Damage incidents are up by 20%.

1424 Vehicles have been seized under Sec 41 RTA.

Arrests for Public Order Incidents are up by 25%

 67 Adult and 45 Juvenile ASBO notices have been issued.

New Crime Strategies and Initiatives have been introduced in each District in response to the increases, paying particular attention to the areas of Burglary, Robbery and Theft. These are reviewed and accessed on a weekly basis.

Regular inspections of Licensed Premises are ongoing.

Arrests for Drivers under the Influence are down by 1%. Regular MAT checkpoints are taking place in the area  

In total 3755 Prisoners have been processed in the stations in the area.

CCTV cameras in 14 locations in the Clondalkin area are being monitored from Clondalkin Station. The locations include Clondalkin Village, Bawnogue, Monastery Road, Ninth Lock Road, Woodford Shops, St Cuthbert’s and Greenpark and the junction before Newlands Cross.

There are CCTV cameras at 18 locations in the Ballyfermot, Palmerstown and Cherry Orchard areas being monitored at Ballyfermot Garda Station.

CCTV cameras in the Grange Cross area are being utilised and 1 member is being placed on beat duty in the area on a daily basis from 10am to 2am (resources permitting).

The Community Council in Rathcoole that the Gardai have regular contact with are looking into a CCTV option for Rathcoole village.

CCTV for the Neilstown area is approved and awaiting installation.

A new Garda Clinic in the Palmerstown area commenced on a Pilot basis on 4th Sept 08. The clinic will operate weekly from the Palmerstown Community Centre. A leaflet drop was done in the area with details of the clinic.

Regular meetings with Dublin Bus are continuing in Ronanstown and Lucan. 

4. County Manager’s Report
F. Nevin, Director of Housing gave a presentation which provided details of work ongoing in the Community This work is carried out in partnership with residents, community groups in the area, South Dublin County Council and the Garda Siochana.

The reports were noted. 

5. RAPID Presentation

M. O’Sullivan and A. Lane gave a comprehensive report on the RAPID Strategic Themes.

This presentation was noted.

6. Correspondence
Tallaght Drugs Task Force

Dial To Stop Drug Dealing Campaign – Documentation circulated to members This campaign will run from 6th October – 16th November, 2008

6. Business Submitted
Cllr. Therese Ridge

Question 1:

That this Council in conjunction with the Gardai endeavor to stop the collecting of wood and all sorts of junk before Halloween in an effort to defray the outrageous cost of clearing up (100,000) last year and the dreadful burning of this Councils green spaces.

SDCC Reply

The Parks Department with the assistance of staff from the Cleansing Unit will be removing any bonfire material from open spaces in the weeks before Halloween as they do each year. Last year the Council dealt with 583 bonfires. This was down from 612 in 2007. In addition to the costs incurred by the Council there are also costs associated with the Gardai and emergency services.  Bonfires also contribute to atmospheric pollution and damage to the open spaces. Therefore, the aim of the Council is to discourage the number of bonfires in the County.

The Environment Services Department target certain bonfire prone areas of the County with junk collections in the weeks prior to Halloween in an effort to ensure that people do not leave out material for the collection that is then used in a bonfire. The Litter Wardens are also involved, targeting commercial premises who supply waste material for bonfires (tyres, pallets etc). 

In recent years the Council has organised official County Council bonfires which have also been of assistance and proved to be very well received in the locations (West Tallaght and North Clondalkin) where they have been held. These events have focused community efforts on reducing the number of bonfires on an open space in favour of one larger bonfire that would be supervised and managed to ensure that unsuitable material is excluded and that health and safety measures are in place to ensure public safety. 

DMR-West Reply

It is anticipated that Operation Tombola will be in operation for Halloween 2008. Garda authorities are still in consultation with South Dublin County Council.  Specific arrangements will be put in place and a policing plan will be drawn up in due course

DMR-South Reply

The Garda Síochána in the DMR South Division is aware of the damage to green spaces and the public order issues often associated with bonfires over the Halloween period. Community Gardai will in the weeks leading up to Halloween visit schools and advise the young people of the dangers associated with bonfires etc. Gardai will utilise the Halloween Safety Project (video) package.

In the days prior to Halloween Gardai on patrol will remain vigilant for individuals gathering material. Special emphasis will be placed on areas which have proved problematic in the past or where the material is considered a danger to person’s property. Each Superintendent will prepare a Policing Plan for the Halloween period. Additional Garda resources will be available.

Garda members will be nominated in each Garda District to liaise with the Community and the Estate Management Section of South Dublin County Council. Garda will be available to assist Council Officials if necessary when they are removing material. Local Community Gardai will liaise with Council Officials and Community Activists to reduce the number of bonfires in green spaces.

Deputy Charlie O’Connor

Question 2:

To ask for a report on actions being taken by the Council and the  Gardaí to deal with problems of  Anti Social Behaviour and Vandalism at  * address supplied.

SDCC Reply

South Dublin County Council have made contact with the Gardai and it is understood that they will endeavour to identify the youths who are responsible for the antisocial behaviour in question. If these individuals are resident in rented council dwellings the procedures available to the council under its antisocial behaviour policy will be invoked.

Clause 18(a) of the Council’s tenancy agreement reads as follows:

Neither the Tenant nor any member of his household or any household or any sub-tenant or visitor shall cause any nuisance or be guilty of or permit any conduct likely to cause annoyance or disturbance to any neighbours, their children or visitors or Council staff.

The Anti-Social Officer for the area, in conjunction with the Community Gardai, has recently interviewed Council Tenants who where identified as engaging in Anti Social behaviour in this area and are continuing to monitor the situation.   

DMR-South Reply

The Community Garda for the area is working closely with South Dublin County Council in an effort to deal with problem families in the area.  Particular families have been called into the County Council offices and have been spoken to by the local Community Garda and the County Council Anti-Social Behaviour Officer for the area.  Other families have been spoken to at their homes.

Families believed to be in need of support or intervention have been referred to the Social Work Team at the Housing Department at Dublin South County Council.  These families would have children who are causing anti-social difficulties in the area.

A meeting was held with the local parish priest and some of his staff. The meeting was also attended by Charlie O’Connor, T.D., Karen Warren Cllr, FG, Health Centre management and staff.  Public order and anti-social behaviour issues were discussed as well as additional work required for the new foot bridge.  It was pointed out that adequate Security would be required at the Health Centre prior to it opening.

The area is well patrolled and arrests are made and prosecutions initiated   where necessary.

Question 3:

To ask for an update on the CCTV Project for Tallaght.

The Community CCTV Scheme for Tallaght is being carried out in three phases.

Phase 1 

Killinarden

Installation of the Killinarden CCTV Scheme is now complete and awaiting connection to the ESB Network.

Phase 2

Jobstown

Application has been made to the ESB for connection and to the South Dublin County Council Roads Department for T1. and T2 licences

Following receipt of these installation will commence.

Phase 3

Brookfield/Fettercairn

Following completion of the Jobstown Scheme work will begin on this phase.

Clondalkin CCTV Update 

A submission has been made to POBAL for inclusion under the Community Services Programme which would allow staff to be employed to monitor these schemes.

DMR-South Reply

24 camera poles are now erected and excavation work for the remaining 11 is underway. Works required at Tallaght Garda Station to complement the CCTV are under negotiation with the Office of Public Works. It is now expected that these works will be completed at the end of the year.

Question 4:

To ask for a report on actions proposed to deal with the scourge of    Graffiti in the Tallaght region.  Noting the clear need to deal with the issue, which is a source of huge upset to local residents.

SDCC Reply

The Council’s Graffiti programme incorporates the existing resources provided by the Council's Anti-Graffiti Team and Litter Wardens, together with streamlined administrative structures in dealing with reported graffiti.   In addition, information about graffiti prevention and awareness forms part of the Council's Environmental Awareness role with both community groups and schools.

Graffiti should be reported either to Customer Care or directly to the Litter Warden service.  When graffiti complaints are received, a Litter Warden will inspect the location in the first instance and will do one of the following as appropriate;

· Refer the location directly to the Council’s Anti-Graffiti Team for    action

· List the location for referral to a specialised contractor for treatment; 

· or, assist local groups by providing materials for them to remove the graffiti; or,  advise the owner/occupier of the property of their obligations under Section 19 of the Litter Pollution Act, 1997.

The Council’s Environmental Awareness team and RAPID co-ordinators also provide support for community applications under Pobal’s Community Graffiti Reduction Programme which aims to support an immediate reduction in the extent and impact of graffiti within the communities who participate in the programme and to develop local mechanisms within these communities to support the long-term reduction of incidences of graffiti.  This programme is sponsored by the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform, the Department of Environment Heritage and Local Government and the Department of Community Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs.

The Council is also preparing a campaign on foot of the adoption of the Litter Management Plan highlighting the role everyone places in keeping the county clean.  Graffiti prevention will be one of the themes of this campaign.

DMR-South Reply

There are ongoing initiatives to deal with graffiti in the Tallaght area.  Community Gardaí are working closely with local schools where class discussions and competitions are taking place.  Some of these competitions were sponsored by the South Dublin County Council last year and it is hoped that sponsorship will continue this year.

A database of ‘Tags’ have been compiled and shared with South Dublin County Council.  Community Gardaí work closely with County Council to identify ‘Taggers’.  Youths caught causing graffiti or carrying spray cans are dealt with in conjunction with their schools and parents.  The J.L.O. system is used where appropriate.

Items such as spray cans, road marker paint, white shoe polish and paint markers are regularly seized.

Question 5:

To ask for a report on progress being taken to deal with incidents of    serious anti social behaviour in *address supplied.

SDCC Reply

All complaints received in relation to Council tenancies in this Estate, have been investigated by the Estate Management Team and where appropriate enforcement action has been taken in accordance with the Council’s Anti Social policy.

There were 38 complaints made to the Council about Anti Social behaviour in this estate, so far this year, and 108 actions where taken by the Council in response to these complaints.

DMR-South Reply

As a result of a concentrated policing effort and co-operation with the South Dublin County Council Anti-Social Officers there has been a marked reduction of anti-social behaviour in the area.  The issue of dangerous driving by youths in ‘company cars’ has largely been stopped.  Community Gardaí are engaging with families of ‘new communities’ and others who feel they have been a victim of anti-social behaviour.

The area is regarded as being quiet at the moment
Question 6

To ask for an update on progress being made to deal with the serious issue of drugs in the Tallaght area.

DMR-South Reply

Continued attention is given to the “drugs problem” in the “M” District by District Drugs Unit. Covert and overt surveillance is carried out on a regular basis throughout the District. The following is a performance indication of the work being done


2007
2008
No. of Drug Search of Premises
 339
485

No. of Section 3, Offences Detected 561
821

No. of Sale and Supply Detected
 120
101

Intelligence is continuously gathered and analysed. Continuing liaison is maintained with the Tallaght Drugs Force. Every effort is being put in place to deal with the problem of drugs in “M” District.   

Question 7

To ask the Gardaí to confirm that everything possible is being done to reduce the number of Burglaries in the Tallaght area, which was the subject of recent negative publicity in the local papers.

DMR-South Reply

Local Garda management are aware of the concerns of the Community about the increase of burglaries which showed an increase of 55% for the first 6 months of the year compared to the first 6 months of 2007. A number of prolific offenders were targeted, arrested and brought before the Courts. Areas with the highest concentration of burglaries were identified and are subject to intense patrolling by uniform and plain clothes Gardai under Operation Anvil. In the period 1/7/08 – 9/9/08 there has been a decrease of 23% in burglaries compared to the same period last year. This has resulted in a net increase of 28% for the year to date compared to the same period last year. It is hoped that the measures in place will continue to drive trends downwards.

Deputy Alan Shatter

Question: 8

That an Garda Siochana takes such action as is possible to resolve the difficulties that have arisen for those living adjacent to * address supplied, as a consequence of the property falling derelict and the anti social behaviour of those who congregate in the grounds of the property drink excessively and engage in other anti social conduct.

DMR-South Reply

Gardai at Rathfarnham are aware of the site and the associated anti social behaviour. Recent patrols have detected Liquor Licensing Offences. Reports have been forwarded to the Garda National Juvenile Office recommending caution for the offenders. The District Officer in Tallaght has directed additional patrols into the area in an effort to reduce incidents of anti social behaviour. 

7. Any other business
C.O’Connor T.D. expressed his concerns regarding the reporting of a Road Traffic Accident by a local paper.   F. Nevin agreed to pass his concerns on to the Director for Traffic.

Next meeting set for:

· Friday  21st November, 2008 from 3.00 - 5.00 p.m. in County Hall, Tallaght

The meeting dates for 2008 were agreed as follows:
· Friday 6th  February 2009

· Friday 15th May 2009

· Friday 11th September 2009

· Friday 21st November 2009

Signed: 
_____________________________ 

(Chairperson)

Date: 
 ______________________________
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