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	 COMHAIRLE CONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS


	SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL


MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE 

(Dealing with Environment, Housing, Community, and Parks)
HELD ON 20th October, 2008
PRESENT

	Councillors
	Councillors

	Corr M.
	Maloney E.

	Crowe S.
	Murphy M.

	Daly J
	Neville J.

	Hannon J.
	Warren K.

	Jones C
	


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor C. Jones presided.

An Cathaoirleach Councillor C. Jones proposed that due to the high volume of items on the Agenda that all motions be addressed by proposed only.  This was agreed by the Members.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr to Move and Re-enter her motions, seconded by Councillor C. Jones.

OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Director of Community Services
	P. Smith

	Senior Executive Officers
	B. Coman, J. Quinlivan, H. Hogan,     Y. Dervan

	Senior  Engineer
	L. Magee 

	Senior Executive Engineers
	J. Hand, S. Deegan

	Senior Executive Parks Superintendent
	B. Kearney

	Executive Parks Superintendent
	C. O’Grady

	Administrative Officers
	J Kilgarriff, B Martin,

	Senior Staff Officer
	J. Kelly

	Staff Officer
	E. Conlon

	A/Assistant Staff Officer
	S. Reinhardt


T/600/08
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 15th September, 2008 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.  

It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Tallaght Area Committee held on 15th September, 2008 be ADOPTED and APPROVED".

ENVIRONMENT  BUSINESS

T/601/08
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 1 - 9, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/602/08
A RAPID, PROACTIVE RESPONSE TO GRAFFITI REMOVAL 
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

"To ask the Manager once again to provide a rapid, proactive response to graffiti removal in the Jobstown, Fettercairn, Brookfield and Killinarden areas given the much publicised additional funding going into these areas for graffiti removal?"

REPLY:
The Motion refers to significant additional funding provided in RAPID areas for anti-graffit iniatives. This funding is being channeled through Pobal directly to community groups and is not provided to support Council activities or intiatives in these areas.

The Council, from within the Budget provided by the Members for 2008, provides specific responses to graffiti which incorporates the resources provided by the Council's Anti-Graffiti Team and Litter Wardens while the Council's Environmental Awareness Team supplements this by providing information about graffiti prevention and awareness to both community groups and schools.

When graffiti complaints are received, a Litter Warden will inspect the location in the first instance and will do one of the following as appropriate;

· Refer the location directly to the Council’s Anti-Graffiti Team for action 

· List the location for referral to a specialised contractor for treatment; 

· Assist local groups by providing materials for them to remove the graffiti; 

· Advise the owner/occupier of the property of their obligations under Section 19 of the Litter Pollution Act, 1997.

While it is intended to provide as comprehensive and swift a response as possible to complaints of graffiti received, it should be noted that there is one direct labour team covering the County and work referred to specialist contractors may be grouped together to improve value for money.  In addition, it is our policy to give priority to offensive, malicious and personal graffiti and to attend to other types of graffiti subsequently but notwithstanding these points, and within resource constraints, graffiti is removed as promptly as possible.

The Council’s Environmental Awareness team and RAPID co-ordinators do provide support for community applications under Pobal’s Community Graffiti Reduction Programme which aims to support an immediate reduction in the extent and impact of graffiti within the communities who participate in the programme and to develop local mechanisms within these communities to support the long-term reduction of incidences of graffiti but this programme and any funds provided by it do not come within the Council's remit.
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T/603/08
RESPONSIBILITIES OF BUSINESSES UNDER THE LITTER POLLUTION ACT
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

"To ask the Manager as a matter of urgency to target in a structured way any business operating in the West Tallaght area who are being remiss in their responsibilities in terms of consistent cleansing, graffiti removal, litter picking etc, that this project to include businesses such as shops, takeaways, off-licences, privately rented houses, utility service providers, Dublin Bus etc. with a view to ensuring a culture of proper civic and corporate responsibility no matter where the business is operating in this county and to report back to councillors of this committee in two months?"

REPLY:
The duties referred to form a core part of Litter Wardens' roles on a day-to-day basis with regular patrols and complaints received currently forming the basis for actions as and when required.  Each of the businesses referred to are targeted when litter offences are identified and regular contact is maintained with many businesses to ensure that they are meeting their responsibilities under the Litter Pollution Act.
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T/604/08
LITTER PROBLEM AT KILLINARDAN SHOPS 
QUESTION: Councillor S. Crowe

"To ask the manager in view of the obvious litter problem at Killinardan Shops will he outline what discussion he has had with local businesses owners and is there any plans to introduce any litter bins in the immediate area?"

REPLY:
The Litter Warden for the area reports that he liaises regularly with the proprietors of the business at this location, that the area is monitored on an ongoing basis and is generally in good condition with few complaints being received.  There are local arrangements in place, financed by the proprietors, with a daily early morning clean up and an additional sweep of the area later in the day.  In addition, one of the shops has bins which are put out during the day and the Litter Warden is consulting with the other businesses to get a similar, additional bin in situ.

If there are particular issues relating to this location, the Litter Warden will liaise with the Member(s) and/or local residents to identify these and work towards solutions.

T/605/08
LITTER AT CHERRYFIELD TRAVELLER ACCOMODATION
QUESTION: Councillor S. Crowe

"To ask the manager to agree to remove the litter and waste dumped into the river dodder at the rear of Cherryfield Traveller accomodation?"

REPLY:
The area in question has been inspected by the Litter Warden who has arranged for the area to be cleaned up as soon as possible. 
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T/606/08
SEWERAGE ISSUES 
QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon

"To ask the Manager to confirm what action has been taken to resolve the ongoing sewerage issues at *address supplied ?"

REPLY:
A report of a blockage on the combined drain serving a number of households at the above location was notified to the Drainage Maintenance Section by the Housing Maintenance Section on the 6th October last.  The Area Inspector arranged for the crew to clear the blockage and there have been no further reported incidences to Drainage Maintenance.

T/607/08
PROVISION OF LITTER BINS AT KILNAMANAGH COMMUNITY CENTRE 
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

" To ask the Manager to provide a number of litter bins along the pedestrian route adjacent to Kilnamanagh Community Centre?."

REPLY:
The provision of additional litter bins is assessed on a case by case basis having regard to the extent of the litter issues at particular locations, proximity of other litter bins in the area and the capcacity of crews collecting bins on the route.  It should be noted that litter prevention is another aspect that is pursued by the Environmental Awareness office through information sessions and talks in schools. This is often an option that delivers a more significant impact in terms of changing behaviour and promoting awareness.

The pedestrain route adjacent to Kilnamanagh Community Centre will be assessed in light of the context outlined above to acsertain whether the installation of litter bins is considered necessary.
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T/608/08
REMOVAL OF GRAFFITI AT EMBANKMENT ROAD NEAR THE M50
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

" To ask the Manager to have arranged the immediate removal of the recent graffiti on the wooding fence, signs, power box, walls, etc on the Embankment Road near the M50 and will the Manager note the importance of the Embankment Road as a vehicular access to Tallaght?"

REPLY:
The Embankment route serves as an important access route to Tallaght and a comprehensive inspection of these incidences of graffiti is being carried out with a view to removal by the Council's Anti-Graffiti Team and/or contractor as appropriate or enforcement action where necessary.
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T/609/08
INSTALLATION OF LITTER BINS
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

" To ask the Manager to have arranged for the installation of litter bins at the following locations (1) outside the Cemetery gates at Tynan Hall. (2) on the Ballymount Road between Tynan Hall and Kingswood Ave. (3) on the Ballymount Road between Kingswood Ave and Belgard Road and (4) All Kingswood Ave and will the Manager note the appreciation felt by residents and the Residents Association following the installation  and successful use of litter bins at Kingswood Castle and Dunmore?"

REPLY:
The provision of additional litter bins is assessed on a case by case basis having regard to the extent of the litter issues at particular locations, proximity of other litter bins in the area and the capacity of crews collecting bins on the route.  It should be noted that litter prevention is another aspect that is pursued by the Environmental Awareness office through information sessions and talks in schools. This is often an option that delivers a more significant impact in terms of changing behaviour and promoting awareness.

Each of the areas referred to will be assessed in light of the context outlined above to ascertain whether the installation of litter bins is considered necessary.Bottom of Form

T/610/08
ENFORCEMENT OF THE HOUSEHOLD WASTE BYE-LAWS
QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren

“To ask the Manager how many fines have been issued by  South Dublin County Council in respect of a violation of by-law “Presenting a waste container for collection with lid not securely closed”, and to list those areas where an alleged breach of the by-law has occurred in regard to this matter, and if he can confirm or deny the suggestion that only certain areas of Tallaght are being pin-pointed for this offence, and that the publication of all of the areas where the offence has occurred would greatly reduce suspicion that only certain areas are being highlighted, and if he will make a statement on the matter?” 

REPLY:
To date, 127 notices have been issued under Section 7 (d) of the South Dublin County Council Storage, Presentation and Collection of Household Waste Bye-Laws 2007 in respect of a waste container presented for collection either overloaded, without the lid securely closed or with waste presented at the side or on top of the waste container.

44 of these notices have related to the administrative area of this committee and these have been issued in the following estates: Alderwood, Ard Mor, Bawnlea, Belfry, Brookview, Carrigmore, Daletree, De Selby, Dromcarra, Dunmore, Ellensborough, Fernwood, Fortunestown, Glenshane, Glenview, Hunterswood, Kingswood, Mac Ulliam, Marlfield, Oakdale, Old Court, Parklands, Russell Square, Tamarisk and Tynan Hall.  As is evidenced by this list, there is no "targetting" of any particular area of Tallaght for enforcement of the Bye-Laws.Bottom of Form

T/611/08 
FLOODING AT KNOCKMORE PARK

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Following a report which was noted at the meeting of this Committee on 15th September last and circulation of an updated report as was agreed, to all members of the Committee, the following are the main points of that report.  The Senior Executive Engineer has reported that there is no further comment to be added on the matter at this stage.  There are four main issues which contribute to the problem at Knockmore Park;

 Issue No 1: Construction of the drain and high influx of Fats, Oils & Grease
 Due to the unusual construction route of this drain attempts to excavate to carry out repairs proved unsuccessful.  However, the Jetter Vac was employed for quite a considerable period of time in order to thoroughly clean the drain on 25th April 2008. On the 6th May the crew returned with a pipe tracking device to track the route of the meandering pipeline.  The Jetter Vac was again used to clean the drain prior to use of the pipe tracking device. Following on from this on the 20th May the crew carried out a CCTV survey of the drain and the following was discovered. The pipe bends at a junction of earthenware to PVC pipe approx 1.5 metres downstream of the existing manhole. It is believed that the joint at this point may be allowing a constant ingress of small stones. One or more households are allowing a high influx of Fats Oils & Greases into the system. A medium sized plastic ball was removed from the line following continued cleaning by the Jetter Vac, and this has had a considerable effect on the flow of the line, which has been monitored regularly since.
 Significant repairs / improvements were carried out on the local drainage system serving 29 – 35 Knockmore Park in June 2008 and the system appears to be working satisfactory since.   

 Issue Number 2: Surfacewater runoff from open space at Knockmore Avenue
 Flooding occurred along Knockmore Avenue approximately 6/7 years ago. As a result, a land drain was constructed to alleviate further potential for flooding. This work was successful. In 2006 trial holes were dug in the open space to establish ground conditions as a part of the design process for an infill development adjacent to Knockmore Avenue. The trail holes created artesian conditions, releasing groundwater or perched water, which caused a build up of water on Knockmore Avenue. This was again dealt with and this flow of water was successfully diverted to the appropriate drainage system. 

 Issue Number 3:  Blocking of Main Sewer, Knockmore  
The main sewer between Donamore Green and Knockmore Park last blocked badly on 21/01/08 causing wastewater to flow across the park. This blockage was caused as a result of large quantities of rubbish being deposited in the manhole at the end of Donamore Green. 

 The blockage that occurred on the 05/09/08 was as a result of a similar incident. On this occasion some concrete blocks had been deposited in the main sewer, which proved very difficult to clear. The drainage inspector and jetter were on site for four hours before they managed to release the blockage. Over this time the level of flood water in Knockmore Park rose to a fairly high level and caused some property damage. The extremely high rainfall event also added to the problems, however surfacewater did not flow into Knockmore Park from the open space. In both instances the drainage maintenance crews carried out a full cleanup and disinfecting of the area.

Issue Number 4:  Infill Development
The Architects Department of the Council is currently working through the design process for an infill development at Knockmore Avenue. The Drainage Department are aware of this and have been liaising on an ongoing basis with both the Architects Department and the Design Consultants.

 As early as 30/11/2006, information was sought by the Drainage Department from Parks and Architects Departments regarding the trial hole tests, as it appeared that the site had a high water table and would require particular attention to be paid to the design of the surface water system. 

 In January 2008, the design consultants Downes Associates confirmed by email that to alleviate this problem (of the high water table and high surface water runoff), they have allowed for a land drain to be installed at the lower end of the site. In addition, detailed drawings provided to the drainage section by Downes Associates indicate that significant replacement and diversion of the foul system and surface water system are proposed. This should serve to improve the overall drainage system (foul and surface water) in the area. 

 The Architects Department have also confirmed as follows on 19/09/08: 

“The drainage design for the proposed development is for the 1:100 year return storm event (i.e. the rainfall event statistically likely to occur every 100 years) and includes underground storm water storage tanks which cater for this level of rainfall. Outflow from the site is restricted to reduce potential flooding downstream of the site, hence the storage tanks. This outflow is restricted to the outflow which would normally be expected to discharge from a Greenfield site. We have also made provision to lay a new drainage pipe along the length of the site to cater for the drainage issues arising on the existing site. All of the proposed drainage is in accordance with the latest best practice requirements as set out in the Greater Dublin Strategic Drainage Study (GDSDS) document. We have issued our drainage proposals to the drainage department in SDCC as per a standard planning application requirement to allow comment and confirm compliance with the drainage design requirements. The new development will therefore address the local drainage issues arising on this site as the existing drainage solution always required to be addressed & the provisions in the proposed drainage arrangement are the best long term solution”
 General
 The Knockmore Area has been impacted on by a number of drainage related issues in recent years. The localised issues relating to 29-35 Knockmore Park and the flowing of surface water onto the footpath on Knockmore Avenue from the open space have been addressed by way of works carried out by the Drainage Maintenance Crews. 

 Two significant incidents of the sewer blocking between Donamore Green and Knockmore Park have occurred in 2008 and in both instances major sewer blockages were identified and cleared. These particular blockages occurred as a result of dumping of rubbish into the main sewer and in each case clearance of the blockages proved very difficult. 

 The capacity of the main sewer is satisfactory - the surcharge that occurred on 05/09/08 appeared to be directly as a result of the blockage rather than as a result of a lack of capacity in the main, despite the extreme rainfall event that day. 

 The proposal to divert and replace this section of sewer as part of an infill development will improve its operation as will the proposals for an improved surface water system.”

The report was NOTED and it was AGREED the report will issue at next month’s meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Environment Business.

T/612/08
UPDATE REPORT ON LITTER MANAGEMENT PLAN OBJECTIVES 2008-2011

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“October 2008

1.
Develop programmes on the basis of targeting the various litter categories, blackspots and illegal means of disposing of waste/refuse

"Stubbi" cigarette butt holders distributed by litter wardens and the environmental awareness team.  An anti-cigarette litter programme with "Stubbi" advertising and coordinated "Stubbi" distribution is being organised together with a liaison programme with businesses/ pubs/ restaurants etc. to promote prevention.  The Environmental Awareness stand at the recent Beautiful South County Dublin Awards distributed “Stubbi” and promoted an anti-cigarette litter message.

Anti-cigarette litter signage is being erected in County Hall.

"Car Tidi" compressible car bins have been ordered to help combat vehicle related litter and will be ready for distribution by the end of October.

Regular plastic bag levy audits are undertaken and Waste Packaging Regulations inspections are carried out by Waste Enforcement staff.

Awareness work done on all litter types at pre-tenancy meetings and during school visits by environmental awareness team/litter wardens.

The Environmental Awareness team distribute information and promote awareness of the gum-litter campaign by providing online information and highlighting litter law enforcement in this area and providing school resource packs for downloading. www.chewitbinit.com provides educational information to compliment this work.  A gum-litter campaign boost took place in Lucan Shopping Centre on 12th September with transition year students from Lucan Community College (see picture below)
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SDCC have a full-time graffiti removal team in place.  Additionally, we are commencing a trial partnership in this area with the Probation Services.

SDCC has endorsed groups bidding for funding under Pobal’s Community Graffiti Reduction Programme. Global Action Plan (GAP) are also being supported in their application for an anti-graffiti programme.

Following sessions with Elected Members to identify litter blackspot locations, covert CCTV surveillance is in place at three locations. Others being examined by Environment/Development Departments to determine how best to progress/tackle issues raised

2.
Develop a customer focused litter complaints procedure in order to deal effectively and efficiently with complaints

Customer contact system used to record all litter complaints. Ongoing process improvement to better utilise this facility.

3.
Continue to actively enforce litter pollution and waste management legislation, bye laws and standards

All Litter Wardens engage in routine and non-routine inspections including outside of normal office hours to enforce legislation.

Dedicated waste bye-laws personnel in place. Ongoing "on-the-ground" information and awareness campaign implemented up to August 2008.  First fines issued under the waste bye-laws in August.

"Name & Shame" List and litter enforcement statistics for January to June 2008 is due for publication online and in local and national press 

Litter Management team plan currently being developed.

4.
Improve the litter disposal systems available to the public

Commitment given to the full Council to examine alternative litter receptacles.

A trial of a new “Big Belly” solar compacting bin commenced in Belgard Square, Tallaght and will run until the 28th October (see picture).  This a litter bin which uses solar power to compact waste and provide increased capacity.
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5. Expand the recycling opportunities within the County

There are currently recycling facilities in the County as follows:

	Glass
	Cans
	Textiles
	Batteries

	47
	26
	20
	67


Additional sites are being investigated to further expand the bring bank network throughout the County.

Plastic recycling possibilities being examined with a view to expanding the service at Ballymount Civic Amenity

Recycling/Reward machines being trialled in two community centres. 

Existing bring centres are protected by using CCTV (see Objective 11)

The accessible-to-all underground bring banks were launched at Sean Walsh Park on 8th September (see below).
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6. Continue to monitor and review road cleansing service in order to provide an improved service

A review of the road cleansing service will be initiated within the context of the existing contract and in co-operation with staff and contractors.

7.
Develop a litter management programme for designated urban areas within the County – Tallaght city, Clondalkin town centre and other designated areas

A litter management programme is now in operation targeting town centres and urban areas.

A set of Maintenance Programme indicators is to be developed based on the above programme which will enable ongoing review of standards.

8.
Prepare litter management, education and awareness programmes that promote community and business involvement, community identity and responsibility, personal responsibility, youth activity etc

The Environmental Awareness team has developed a school network providing Green Times Schools Newsletters for teachers.  This newsletter will next be issued by the end of October.  In addition the team also organises environmental awareness network meetings with information regarding campaigns, events and activities for schools being distributed.  The next meeting is scheduled for November.

A green schools seminar in conjunction with An Taisce is scheduled for October and will provide information on participation in and development of the Green Schools Programme.

Annual Beautiful South Dublin County Schools Art Competition.

All schools receive the Green Times Newsletter which encourages schools to register for the Green Schools Programme. 39 Primary Schools and 4 Secondary Schools have been awarded Green Flags. A further 73 primary schools and 21 secondary schools are registered for the Green Schools Programme. 

Anti-Dog Fouling Signs distributed and erected upon request.

Resident Associations, schools, community centres, libraries, environmental groups and youth groups all receive mail shots regarding the following the annual National Spring Clean and the Beautiful South Dublin County Competition.

The Anti-Litter Grant is advertised and allocated to community groups that apply for funding for anti litter initiatives. Beautiful South Dublin County Competition encourages communities to improve their local areas with judging criteria including Litter Management.

9. Encourage active participation in Anti Litter Campaigns

The Environmental Awareness Team promotes participation in competitions such as Tidy Towns, Pride of Place and Beautiful South Dublin County. The Beautiful South Dublin County Awards Ceremony took place on Wednesday 1st October, with 120 entries received from individuals, community groups, youth groups, residents associations and businesses that are actively making South Dublin County a cleaner, greener place to live and work.  There were over 250 people in attendance.

10. Develop a communications programme to promote a litter free County – including the promotion of the use of www.southdublin.ie and www.dublinwaste.ie
A programme of communications will be developed in conjunction with the PR Unit to highlight the anti litter message.

A review of http://environment.southdublin.ie/ litter content will be initiated to ensure up to date information and to further develop and improve the promotion of a litter free County

11.
Optimise the application of available technology in the enforcement and prevention of litter

CCTV monitoring has been in place in South Dublin County since May 2007 with more than 2,000 litter fines issued as a result of CCTV evidence. This has led to a reduction in littering at areas covered by CCTV.

Tender process to formalise CCTV monitoring will commence shortly.

Litter Surveys will incorporate digital photo records

12.
Utilise systematic data analysis systems to monitor and plan Litter management and decision making

Ongoing meetings between Parks and Cleansing staff to respond to IBAL findings.

A base-line litter survey of the County has been carried out in conjunction with An Taisce and a report documenting the survey findings and providing recommendations is pending.  The results of this survey will be form the basis for a system of ongoing surveys to monitor progress in the county.

Mapping of incidence of litter is being developed to target litter hotspots

13. Continue to research and implement best practice models

A Research programme will be developed in house that will enable the identification of best practice that can then be developed in the County

14.
Ensure the provision of a litter management plan for all major events.

Research has commenced to facilitate the development of a litter management plan template and guidelines for major event plans that can be imposed as a planning condition/licence.

Statistics:

To follow.”
Following a discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney, M. Murphy, J. Neville, J. Hannon, M. Corr, K. Warren and C. Jones contributed Mr J. Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised. The Report was NOTED.
T/613/08
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/614/08
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/615/08
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

CLEAN UP THE AREA BETWEEN THE BANCROFT ROAD ENTRANCE AND CASTLE PARK.
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon:
“That this committee calls for the manager to take urgent action to clean up and improve the area between the Bancroft Road entrance and Castle Park.”
The following report which had been circulated was READ and NOTED:

“This location has been inspected regularly by the Litter Warden for the area and there does not appear to a particular litter issue there.  Indeed Castle Park and Castle Lawns were award winners at the recent Beautiful South County Dublin awards.  Notwithstanding this, the area will continue to be patrolled to monitor any litter issues arising.”
Bottom of Form

T/616/08
WORKS REQUIRED ALONG THE RIVER DODDER FROM TEMPLEOGUE BRIDGE TO THE LANDS PAST THE MILL IN TALLAGHT
The following motion in the name of Councillor S. Crowe was NOT MOVED:
“This committee calls on the Manager to give a detailed report outlining the environmental and access works that need to be carried out along the River Dodder from Templeogue Bridge to the lands past the Mill in Tallaght  and will he  include in the report the litter and the finance needed in the report for   the removal of litter particularly at the rear of  the  Cherryfield housing.”
T/616/08
PROGRESS ON THE LITTER PROBLEM IN THE TALLAGHT AREA
The following motion in the name of Councillor C. King  was NOT MOVED:
"That this Committee calls on the Manager to report on progress made as a result of the recent Council initiatives to tackle the litter problem in the Tallaght area and to include the progamme of additional works that have taken place as part of the recent initiatives".

T/620/08
HANDCART OPERATIVE IN THE KILTALOWN/JOBSTOWN AREA
It was proposed by Cllr. M. Corr, seconded by Cllr. C. Jones:

 “That the Manager outline why the Handcart operative provided for in previous budgets by the council has been removed from the Kiltalown/Jobstown area and indicate what measures have been put in place to cleanse this area since this resource withdrawal.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ and NOTED: 

“Under the restructuring of the cleansing service which took place in early 2008 the removal of permanent handcart service from Kiltalown estate was planned to be replaced by the areas incorporation into the regular routines of re-organised Ceal UP Crews.  The handcart service provided for daily cleaning of a core part of the estate, including the shopping centre area, and weekly cleaning of all other roads within the estate.  Following restructuring the cleansing section provides for a comparable level of service in Kiltalown estate; however the efforts made to meet the daily and weekly cleaning schedules have taken some time to settle into a routine.

Adequate staff and other resources are available so as to ensure daily cleaning of the central area of Kiltalown Road / Kiltalown Shopping Centre / Fortunestown Road and weekly cleaning of all other parts of the estate. Following on from enquiries by Members, this area has been prioritised and service levels have been reviewed and addressed. Members can expect to see the impact in the immediate future.”
Councillor M. Corr requested that the motion be RE-ENTERED on the Agenda for the next meeting of Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Environment Business
T/621/08
UN-OFFICIAL DUMP SITE AT THE "BISHOPS FIELD" IN TYMON NORTH
It was proposed by Councillor M. Murphy, seconded by Councillor J. Neville: 

“That the manager will arrange to clear the un-official dump site that has been in existence at the "Bishops Field" in Tymon North for some time.”
The following report which had been circulated was READ:

“Following an initial inspection of the location by the Litter Warden the Parks Department have given a commitment to clean this area over the next few weeks.  Following that, the Anti-Graffiti Team will attend to graffiti in the area. The area will subsequently be paid particular attention during Litter Warden patrols.”
Following a contribution from Councillor M. Murphy the report was NOTED. 

T622/08
LITTERBINS IN THE CAR PARK OF CASTLETYMON LIBRARY
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney:
“This committee calls for improvement in cleansing and the inclusion of litterbins in the car park of Castletymon library.”
The following report which had been circulated was READ and NOTED:
“The area in question was inspected on successive days by the Litter Warden who reports that the area is well serviced by litter bins provided by the proprietors of the shops with up to 5 litter bins in the close proximity to the library car park.  Additionally, the area is generally kept relatively clean but one "litter trap" has been identified and referred to the Cleansing Section for regular attention.”
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Councillor C. Jones requested that the motion be RE-ENTERED on the Agenda for the next meeting of Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Environment Business

T/623/08
LITTER WARDENS IN TALLAGHT
It was proposed by Councillor M Murphy, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

“That the Manager will deploy four Litter Wardens in Tallaght next year to bring the number up to one per 20,000 population as is recommended by the Department of the Environment.”

The following report which had been circulated was READ:

“Tallaght is currently served by two litter wardens and this is considered adequate for the area concerned. As the Members are aware, the Local Government System operates within close restrictions on payroll, staff numbers, budgetary provisions and the balancing of competing priorities. The ratio of Litter Wardens per capita in this County is comparable and consistent with levels in Dublin City, Cork City, Fingal and Dun Laoghaire administrative areas.

The litter issue is a complex matter that is not dealt with simply by deploying additional enforcement staff. The Counil has taken significant steps over the last year towards improving the County and the Tallaght area in particular through -

the adoption of the Litter Management Plan by the Members of the County Council,

a major re-organisation of the Cleansing Crew, 

the deployment of additional staff resources, 

through the deployment of cctv measures, 

the prosecution of litter bugs and illegal dumpers, 

the name and shame campaign,

awareness campaigns,

schools campaigns,

working with communities,

and other initiatives that are detailed in the report on the Litter Management Plan.

The litter issue is a complex matter that requires imaginative and multi-facetted approaches and the Council is approaching the problem in accordance with the guidance given by the Members throught their Litter Management Plan and Budgetary provisions.

Council Management is satisfied that the approach being taken is gaining results and is confident that these improvements set out above will be acknowledged in future litter surveys and results of such things as the IBAL results.”
Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Murphy and C. Jones contributed Mr. J. Quinlivan responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED.

T/624/08
REPORT ON THE PROPOSED INTRODUCTION OF THE BROWN COMPOST BIN
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

“That this Committee be presented with a report on the proposed introduction of the Brown Compost Bin and the Pilot Scheme for the areas within the Tallaght Area Committee.”
The following report which had been circulated was READ:

“As part of the Waste Management Plan and in line with a recent circular from the Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government, it is intended to make a three-bin service available to customers as soon as possible and, accordingly, it is intended that the brown bin roll-out will progress once the automation of the Refuse Collection payments system is approaching conclusion. It should be noted that the opening of the new brown waste facility being developed by Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council at Ballyogan is key to the roll-out.

It is not proposed to run a pilot project for the Brown Bin as two pilot projects have been run on behalf of the Region in Dublin City and Fingal and significant knowledge and information is available from these pilots and indeed from a number of counties around the country where the Brown Bin is already in place. 

Discussions with staff representatives regarding the introduction of the Brown Bin service have been on-going for some time.”
Following a discussion to which Cllrs. E. Maloney, C. Jones and J. Hannon contributed Mr. L. Magee, Senior Engineer, responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the Manager update the Members with a progress report.
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T/625/08
JUNK COLLECTIONS ON A BIANNUAL BASIS TO RAPID ESTATES
It was proposed by Cllr. M. Corr, seconded by Cllr. C. Jones:

“That the Manager indicates if it was ever agreed by Councillors or the Environment SPC to roll back and abandon the practice of junk collections every two years to the RAPID estates in Tallaght (and countywide) as originally agreed at the Environment SPC of the 1/2/06 and adopted by the Council at the Council meeting of the 13/2/06, or if this was an action undertaken by the Manager without the sanction of the Council.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ and NOTED: 

“The practice in respect of the provision of junk collections on a biannual basis to RAPID estates throughout the County has not changed.  A detailed junk collection schedule is compiled each year from a database with RAPID estates highlighted for collection every second year and all other estates every fifth year.  If Members are aware of particular estates that may have been ommitted from this schedule please contact the Environmental Services Department for clarification.”
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Councillor M. Corr requested that the motion be RE-ENTERED on the Agenda for the next meeting of Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Environment Business.

HOUSING  BUSINESS

T/626/08
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 10 - 13, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/627/08
OPEN SPACE IN THE MCULLIAM ESTATE
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

“To ask the Manager to check the feasability of providing additional badly needed high-quality open space in the McUlliam estate on the land currently set aside for future housing projects which, now seem very unlikely to proceed given the present economic downturn, in order that children who are currently resident in the estate can enjoy the same benefits of phasing of facilities that have been provided in areas such as Adamstown and presently in land rezoned at Garter Lane?”
REPLY:
The Council's Architectural Services Department report that an area of open space has been identified in conjunction with the residents of the area that will be prepared for use as open space for the residents of Mc Ulliam.
Some work has to be carried out to bring the ground up to the standard required.  The work has been costed and funding has been identified which will allow for this preparatory work to be carried out.  It is expected that this work will be carried out and that the new open space area will be ready in a matter of weeks.
In the meanwhile, the Council is reviewing the options open to it with regard to the land set aside.
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 T/628/08
ESTATE MANAGEMENT ACTIVITY WITHIN  ROSSFIELD/GLENSHANE ESTATES
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

“To ask the Manager to give a report on estate management activity within the Rossfield/Glenshane estates, indicating what projects are currently ongoing in terms of working with residents in relation to estate enhancement etc?”
REPLY:
The Estate Management Section is involved on an ongoing basis with both the Brookfield Environment Group and Glenshane / Rossfield Estate Management. In consultation with these groups, a  number of  Rapid Projects  have been completed with the assistance of the Parks Department.  These included the landscaping of open space between Glenshane Crescent / Rossfield Park and the removal of stub walls at Rossfield Crescent  / Green.

On request from Resident Group members, Estate Management / Parks Dept. funded the installation of new goal posts / nets on Rossfield Green for the youth of the area.

The annual organised clean up of the estates, plus scrub planting was undertaken with the assistance of the Environment Group and the Council’s Environment Dept. Designated green and black wheelie bins were allocated to the Environment Group to assist in the on- going clean up of the estates.  

In consultation with the Resident’s Group, Estate Management undertook a survey of street signage in Rossfield and Glenshane with the assistance of the Roads Dept. twenty new street and estate nameplates were erected this year.

Estate Management has engaged a contractor on a number of occasions, to cut grass verges / paint over graffiti in both Rossfield and Glenshane. It is hoped to maintain this support on an ongoing basis, funding permitting. 

In  April of this year, Estate management, in conjunction with Tallaght Youth Service and GAP, funded and supported an urban art mural in Glenshane Estate. 

Estate Management has also targeted areas in Rossfield and Glenshane that are prone to Anti Social behaviour. The raising of boundary walls and the erection of railings has been necessary at a number of locations through out the estates. There are a number of requests for remedial works that Estate Management / Allocation Support are currently dealing with in relation to vulnerable anti social areas and it is hoped also to address these locations in the near future.

 
T/629/08
MAINTENANCE OF GARDENS IN DWELLINGS RENTED BY ELDERLY TENANTS
QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon

"To ask the Manager to outline his policy with regard to the maintenance of gardens in dwellings rented by elderly tenants, and having regard to the fact that such tenants are unable to do so themselves?"

REPLY:
The Council’s nominated contractor provides a garden maintenance service for the communal areas in all senior citizen specific accommodation throughout the County.

Requests by elderly/disabled members of the community who are unable to maintain their own gardens, are examined individually by the Council’s Clerk of Works.

However, generally a sympathetic approach is taken to addressing the needs of our elderly community through the Housing Maintenance service.
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T/630/08
WINDOW REPLACEMENT & CAVITY INSULATION PROGRAMMES IN THE ST.AENGUS PARISH AREA
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

" To ask the Manager for a detailed time-frame for the implementation of the Window Replacement & Cavity Insulation Programmes in the St.Aengus Parish area?"

REPLY:      
 In order to maximise energy efficiency in the Council’s rented housing stock  the Council commenced  a pilot  window replacement programme in November 2006. The estates were selected from a sample survey which  was carried out in the first quarter of 2005  on windows in 12 estates countywide in order to determine the fabric condition of these windows. Following on  from the survey the following estates were selected: Killinarden Estate, Drumcairn Estate, Kilcarrig Estate and Knockmore Estate in  Tallaght and St Marks Estate and Rowlagh Estate in Clondalkin. All these estates were chosen because they were constructed between the years 1975-1980 and have regular sized openings and standard reveals, common cross sections in frames and opening sashes. St Aengus Estate did not fall within this criteria. To date window replacement works in 623 homes have been completed in the above estates in the pilot programme. A further 645 homes have been fitted with new double glazed windows under various refurbishment programmes. 

In August 2005 funding approval was received from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government for a programme for wall and attic insulation works. To date a total of 1869 wall & 656 attic insulations have been completed under this programme. The cavity wall and attic insulation programme dovetailed with the pilot window upgrade programme thereby maximizing the energy  efficiency in all these homes.

As both  these programmes are now complete St Aengus Estate will be included in our funding application to continue  these  schemes across the Council's housing stock.  

T/631/08
REPORT ON QUARTERLY STATISTICS FOR ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“Anti Social Behaviour Statistics for period: 01/07/2008 to 30/09/2008 

Current Working Files: 225(52% of county total of 434)  

Investigative Actions per Incident – 4

Total Number of Clinics held 2008:  159

Weekly Anti-Social Clinics at following locations:

Mary Mercer Centre, Jobstown – Every Thursday 11.00am – 12.00pm 
Glenshane/Rossfield - Every Friday 11am - 12 noon
Killinarden Community Centre – Every Friday 11am - 12 noon
Fettercairn Community Centre – Every Wednesday 10.45am -11.45am
	 
	Total 2007
	1st Qtr 2007
	1st Qtr 2008
	2nd Qtr 2008
	3rd Ort 2008

	 Actions
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Housecall
	716
	247
	88
	249
	263

	House Inspections
	3
	0
	0
	2
	2

	Formal Office Interviews
	370
	132
	15
	36
	 50

	Phone interviews complainant/tenant
	443
	164
	28
	59
	55

	Referred to HWO
	86
	37
	3
	2
	4

	Referred to EHO
	18
	7
	2
	1
	5

	Referred to Family Support
	7
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Referred to Mediation
	11
	4
	0
	0
	0

	Garda Consultation
	95
	42
	7
	23
	16

	Other SDCC section consulted
	167
	71
	15
	25
	62

	Health Services Consultation 
	41
	5
	1
	1
	4

	Case Conference - Multi Agency
	9
	1
	0
	1
	0

	Case Conference – Internal
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0

	Verbal Warning given
	35
	9
	1
	5
	4

	Warning Letter issued
	22
	8
	6
	3
	8

	Abandonment Notice Served
	3
	2
	0
	5
	3

	Excluding Order Sought by Tenant
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1

	Pre-emptive Surrender
	2
	2
	0
	0
	2

	Notice to Quit Served
	11
	3
	1
	1
	0

	Demand for Possession Served
	6
	2
	1
	1
	3

	House Surrendered
	8
	1
	0
	6
	8

	Sitexed House
	15
	5
	8
	6
	11

	Eviction of Illegal Occupier
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0

	 Total Actions
	2070
	744
	178
	502
	609

	Incidents
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Priority 1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Drugs Activity
	17
	5
	1
	3
	4

	Criminal Activity
	5
	2
	2
	3
	4

	Joyriding
	10
	4
	2
	0
	5

	Violence/intimidation/ harassment
	103
	26
	10
	43
	33

	Priority 2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Squatters/illegal occupiers
	12
	2
	2
	6
	4

	Vandalism
	30
	13
	6
	10
	12

	Physical condition of property
	35
	12
	23
	31
	21

	Racism
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Vacant House
	20
	8
	9
	15
	15

	Neighbour Dispute
	12
	1
	4
	3
	11

	Priority 3
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Noise/disturbance
	61
	24
	9
	24
	16

	Pets/animal nuisance
	6
	2
	1
	7
	6

	Children Nuisance
	76
	16
	6
	13
	22

	Selling Alcohol
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	

	 Total Incidents
	387
	115
	75
	159
	155

	 Total Complaints
	572
	175
	76
	162
	165


Ms. Y. Dervan, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report and the report was AGREED.

T/632/08
Housing Construction - The Castletymon Scheme
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Work commenced on site in August 2008 for the construction of 32 homes at Castletymon, Tallaght. Following commencement of works on site a number of concerns were raised by an individual resident as well as the St. Aonghus Residents Group.

The Estate Officer for the area, the Clerk of Works and the builder met with the resident and representatives of the St. Aonghus Residents Group in order to address the concerns raised. The residents were informed that any further issues they may have regarding the scheme should be directed to the Estate Officer for attention.  

The issue of concern to the resident related to the construction of a wall adjacent to the side boundary.  The residents concern was addressed with the aid of drawings and pictures of the final scheme layout.   

The issues raised by the St. Aonghus Residents Group related to the preliminary works namely - perimeter fencing, Health & Safety and site security. It was explained that in carrying out the enabling works the perimeter fencing had to be of a type so as to provide the builder with ease of access to services at a number of locations. The perimeter fencing was locked at the end of business every day after which on site security is provided by the builder until the following morning and at week ends.  On completion of the enabling works the builder has stated that a more robust type of palisade fencing will be erected to secure the site during the construction phase of the contract.  Recent contact from a representative of the group has indicated their satisfaction with new fencing and security arrangements.” 

Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.

Following a contribution from Councillor J. Neville, Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED.
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T/633/08         Report from Motion No. 3  at Tallaght ACM (2) on 22/09/2008 
(Driveways between 45 - 60 Fettercairn Road )
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“The County Architect reports that South Dublin County Council housing design is determined by a number of over-arching Government guidelines, all of which are rooted in Ireland’s commitment to environmental sustainability as set out in the Kyoto Agreement.  These include the Residential Density Guidelines and, more recently 'Quality Housing for Sustainable Communities' and 'Delivering Houses, Sustaining Communities' (both from the Department of Environment and Local Government).  All of these documents propose a connected, medium-density, street based, urban environment  suspectible  to public transport and offering diversity of use, type and tenure.

The infill schemes at Fettercairn, Mac Uilliam, Balgaddy etc. are based on these principles and are acknowledged by the D.O.E.L.G. as in compliance with their environmental and climate-change stratagies.

These street based schemes do not allow for dedicated off-street car parking per dwelling within these design and density constraints.  It is also not possible in the Fettercairn Scheme.

The issue at Fettercairn is not one of design but is rooted in anti social behaviour. The Council's Allocations Support Unit should be contacted in this regard.  According to their records one complaint was received last year regarding vandalism at this location. It should be noted that criminal damage of this nature should be reported to the Gardai in the first instance.

Traffic calming measures have been installed by the Councils Roads Department, at this location.”
Following a discussion to which Councillors J. Neville, E. Maloney and C. Jones contributed the report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the Manager liaise with Member regarding report for next months meeting of the Area Committee dealing with Environment Business. 
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 T/634/08
REPORT ON HOUSING CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME

The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Completions 2004                                                       
Scheme                                                 No of Units     

Cushlawn Ph1                                       2                    

Tymon Park                                           2                    

Bolbrook                                               11                   

Kilcarrig Ph2                                         8                    

Russell Square                                      5                    

Marlfield Part V                                    26                   

Total                                                     54                  

                                                                              

Completions 2005                                                       
Scheme                                                 No of Units     

Marfield Part V                                     1                    

Russell Square                                      110                 

Bawnlea                                                7                    

Jobstown Village Core                          11                   

Cushlawn Ph2                                       31                   

Daletree Part V                                    8                    

Fettercairn Village                                22                   

Total                                                     190              

                                                                                  

Completions 2006                                                       
Scheme                                                 No of Units     

Fettercairn Village                                19                   

Deerpark Joint Venture                       11                   

Fortunestown B Phase 2                      38                   

Fortunestown B Phase 4                      120                 

Daletree Part V                                    24                   

Total                                                     212                

                                                                                

Completions 2007                                                       
Scheme                                                 No of Units     

Fortunestown B Phase 2                      28                   

Daletree Part V                                    3                    

Brookfield                                             16                   

Castlepark                                            9                    

Deerpark Part V                                   36                   

Avonbeg                                               18                   

Heathersett                                         20                   

Total                                                     130                

                                                                                   

Completions 2008 to Date                                          
Scheme                                                 No of Units     

Avonbeg Phase 3                                 29                   

Cushlawn Phase 3                                22

Heathersett                                         20                   

Total                                                     71                  

                                                                                   

Schemes on Site                                                         
Scheme                                                 No of Units Remaining            Comment
Fortunestown B Phase 1                      110                Conciliator appointed. Remedial works in   progress on heating systems in 57 units. 

Greenhills Road Part V                         9                   4th Quarter 08

Kilcarrig Phase 3                                   80                 34 homes due for completion in November 2008 and balance early 2009

Kiltalown Green                                    27                  Jan-09

Ardmore Part V                                    2                    4th Quarter 08

Heatherset                                           20                   4th Quarter 08

Arena Court Part V                              35                  4th Quarter 08

Avonbeg Phase 4                                 7                     3rd Quarter 2009

Fettercairn Phase 2                              32                  3rd Quarter 2010

Castletymon                                         32                   1st Quarter 2010

Total                                                     354                

                                                                                   

Tender Assessment                                                   
Scheme                                                 No of Units    Comment
Fortunestown B Phase 3 / 5                160                Proposal being reviewed by Architects Dept

Rossfield Old Shop Site                         9                  Target Tender date 1st Quarter 2009

Knockmore                                            90                 Tenders being assessed

Stocking Lane                                       100               Project brief submitted August 2008 to   DoEHLG for approval 

Deerpark                                              8                     Target tender date 1st Qtr 2009

Total                                                     367                              

Concept Design                                                          
Scheme                                                 No of Units    Comment
Suncroft                                                 10                  2009 start

Total                                                     10          “        
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Mr H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, summarised the report.

The report was NOTED.
T/635/08
REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PROGRAMME

The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED.

“The following is the current position on developments at various stages of delivery throughout the Tallaght Area of the County.
	Scheme
	Type and No. of Units
	Status
	Comments

	Daletree Place 
	10 Group Houses
	Completed & Occupied
	Residents moved into houses in August 2005.

	Belgard Park 
	10 bay RCP
	Completed & Occupied
	Residents moved into houses in August 2005.

	St. Aidan’s Close Brookfield
	5 Group Houses 
	Completed & Occupied
	Families moved in to houses on 3rd May 2006.  

	Hazel Hill, Killinardin
	Group Houses – 5 R.C.P. – 5 Bays
	Completed & Occupied
	Residents moved into scheme in December 2006.

	Fortunestown
	10 Group Houses – 
	Completed & Occupied
	Residents moved into scheme in  Dec. 2006.  

	Stocking Lane
	10-bay RCP
	Construction
	Delivery expected early January 2009

	Rathcoole
	10 GH
	Pre-part 8
	Development on hold pending completion of roadworks. Pre-part 8 drawings being drafted

	Turnpike
	3 GH
	Pre-part 8
	Part 8 report currently being prepared

	Belgard Road
	10 units
	 
	Meeting with the Chief Executive of the Institute has been arranged for 5:30 on 17th November. 


Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Mr H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report and informed the Members that arrangements are in place to schedule a meeting with IT Tallaght regarding Belgard Road development.
The report was NOTED.

T/636/08
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/637/08
CORRESPONDENCE

Letter dated 9th October, 2008, received from IT Tallaght, regarding a Headed Item passed at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting of 15th September, 2008, in relation to the provision of a Residential Caravan Park at the Belgard Road site was NOTED.

T/638/08
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

FOOTPATH REPAIRS AT  ST. AENGUS COMMUNITY CENTRE
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney:

“This committee calls for footpath repairs to be carried out in the immediate vicinity of St. Aengus Community Centre as it is frequented by Senior Citizens and disabled people.”
The following report which had been circulated was READ:
“The pavement in question will be assessed in the coming week and recommendations prepared on possible repair works.”
Following a contribution from Cllr. C. Jones Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.  The report was AGREED.
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T/639/08
THE PROPOSED KNOCKMORE/DONOMORE INFILL SCHEME
The following motion in the name of Councillor C. King was NOT MOVED:
"That this Committee calls on the Manager to make a presentation at this meeting on the proposed Knockmore/Donomore infill scheme incorporating Bernardo's services, to clarify some issues that have arisen post part eight".

T/640/08
DIFFICULTIES IN THE NEWLY ESTABLISHED MCULLIAM ESTATE
The following motion in the name of Councillor S. Crowe was NOT MOVED:
“This Council Committee agrees in view of the ongoing difficulties being experienced by residents in the newly established McUlliam Estate to have on site meeting in the immediate area”
T/641/08
ERECTION OF GATES AT 7 AND 8 CUSHLAWN PLACE
The following motion in the name of Councillor C. King was NOT MOVED: 
"That this Committee calls on the Manager to arrange for the erection of gates at 7 and 8 Cushlawn Place as the tenants are experiencing large scale anti-social activity in their front and back gardens as a result of the design of the cul-de-sac, while taking into consideration every other housing unit on Cushlawn Place has gates".

T/642/08
AGREEMENT OF SPACES IN SCHOOLS IN THE KILLINARDEN PARISH IN CONJUNCTION WITH NEW HOUSING PROJECTS  
The following motion in the name of Councillor S. Crowe was NOT MOVED:
“This Council Committee recommends that a study be carried out in to rolls and the possible shortage of spaces in schools in the Killinarden Parish area before and new housing projects are agreed in the immediate area.”
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T/643/08
TENANTING OF VACANT HOUSES IN COUNCIL ESTATES IN TALLAGHT
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. Jones:

“That the Manager outlines what actions have been or are being currently taken to speed up the tenanting of vacant houses in Council estates in Tallaght.”
The following report which had been circulated was READ and NOTED:

“The average length of time it takes Housing Department to prepare a house for re-let repairs is approximately 12 weeks.    In the case of fire damaged and/or vandalised houses, it can take considerably longer to effect the pre-let repairs.

While every effort is made to secure vacant council dwellings against arson and/or attacks of vandalism, such houses are frequently targeted by anti-social elements when considerable damage can be caused necessitating extensive pre-let repair works which serves to delay the period within which a house can be rendered fit for re-allocation.    While on average 2-3 houses per week are handed over by the Council's Housing Maintenance Depots for re-allocation -this has negative impact on the number of vacant dwellings in any week as approx. 2-3 houses are surrendered weekly.

While every effort is made by the Council's Housing Allocations Team to ensure the efficient allocation of houses in the interest responding to housing need and good estate management,  the high incidence of refusals of offers of accommodation results in houses that have been rendered fit for re-letting remaining vacant shuttered and vulnerable.  In the nine month period January - September 2008 of the 344 units allocated to new tenants, 73 refusals were received indicating a refusal rate of l for every five offers made. On average SDCC experiences a vacancy rate within its social rented housing stock of about 80 units representing c l% of the entire housing stock.  

A review of the Scheme of Letting Priorities which was adopted by the Members in 2005 and approved by the DoEHLG in 2006 has commenced with a view to streamlining the housing allocations function.  The Council’s Anti-Social Behaviour Policy and the Tenancy Agreement will also form part of this review.  It is hoped to submit inaugural report to the meeting of the Housing SPC in December 2008.”
Councillor M. Corr requested that the motion be RE-ENTERED on the Agenda for the next meeting of Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Housing Business
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COMMUNITY  BUSINESS

T/644/08
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor M. Corr  and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 14 - 18, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/645/08
ROLLING OUT THE CCTV SCHEME IN JOBSTOWN
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

"To ask the Manager to report on the delays in rolling out the CCTV scheme in Jobstown, Brookfield, Fettercairn and Killinarden - while appreciating that the CCTV scheme is not in the ownership of the Council and that other agencies are responsible for it's delivery the delays are having an extremely negative affect on the morale of residents in these communities?"

REPLY:
Cameras in Brookfield, Fettercairn and Killinarden have been installed and ready to run when the electricity supply issues are sorted. Jobstown will now be in a position to sign the contract with TEC security. 

The Code of Practice on Data Control is designed to assist operators of CCTV systems by highlighting certain legal obligations set down in the Data Protection Acts 1988 & 2003. It is intended to update the Code on a regular basis as practice & understanding of the laws in this area develop.

The Code provides detailed information on a number of issues that all persons

involved in the planning, supervision or operation of a CCTV system should familiarise themselves with. Those issues are:

•        Siting Standards

•        Quality of the images

•        Processing of CCTV images

•        Access to & disclosure of images to third parties

•        Access by data subjects

•        Miscellaneous data subject rights

•        Compliance with this code of practice

•        Supervision & control.

The Council also needed to address the following most of which we have now addressed:

•        full-time/part-time staffing implications

•        location of a central control station 

•        relationship with the Gardai & community organisations 

•        location of (fixed) cameras re line of sight etc

•        Portable & re-deployable cameras

•        Additional signage re CCTV areas

•        Ongoing maintenance & repairs 

•        Other possible resource issues

In relation to training in order to ensure the proper & responsible operation of the CCTV system under their control, the Data Controller/community based group will ensure that all persons operating or monitoring the system are appropriately trained in the system’s use. Operators should therefore be aware of the user’s security policy (e.g. procedures for access to recorded images) & the user’s disclosure policy. This will have a time & cost element that will need to be built into the overall running of the scheme.

Staff operating the system should also be able to explain to members of the public the type of images which are recorded & retained, the purposes for which those images are recorded & retained, & information about the group’s disclosure policy in relation to those images. 

 These tasks will be pursued by SDDC to finality.
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T/646/08
THE GOLDEN COBRA BOXING CLUB AND THE 169TH DUBLIN (JOBSTOWN) SCOUT GROUP
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

"To ask the Manager to investigate the possibility of identifying a site/sites within the Jobstown area in order to facilitate the Golden Cobra Boxing Club and the 169th Dublin (Jobstown) Scout Group?"

REPLY:
The Community team for the area will make direct contact with the groups to evaluate their requirements and advise on financial aspects such as grant availability both locally and nationally and will consider options in existing centres/facilities. We will also investigate the possibility of identifying a suitable site with the Development Department.
Bottom of Form
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T/647/08
PROVISION OF THE COMMUNITY FACILITY AT BALLYCRAGH PARK 
QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon

"To ask the Manager to report on the provision of the Community Facility at Ballycragh Park, with an indication of timescale on commencement?"

REPLY:
The Council’s Architectural Services Department is currently preparing tender documentation for this project which is a lengthy process due to the project being tendered on fixed costs basis and also having regard to the “eco friendly” nature of the design of the building. It is hoped to have a contractor on site mid 2009. Bottom of Form
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T/648/08
THE NABCO OWNED 'COMMUNITY FACILITY' ON DONOMORE PARK
QUESTION: Councillor C. King

"To ask the Manager to provide updated details of the NABCO owned 'Community Facility' on Donomore Park which has been reported on twice this year but with no progress, leaving residents in it's vicinity to deal with the ongoing anti-social activity it attracts as a result of it being vacant?"

REPLY:
As previously reported Community Department agreed to set up / facilitate a meeting between NABCO and Planning Department who had rejected their proposals for change of use of their premises at Donomore.
The meeting in question took place in June 2008 and NABCO have informally informed Community Department that Planning Department requested that they revise their plans / proposals.
They have now done so and Planning Department are currently examining their revised proposals.
T/649/08
REFURBISHMENT OF FETTERCAIRN FARM HOUSE
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

" To ask the Manager for a detailed update on the refurbishment of Fettercairn Farm House, a time-frame for completion and opening and the proposed services to be provided?."

REPLY:
Work is well underway on the project as approved and it is anticipated that the works will be completed by June 2009. 

The Childhood Development Initiative (CDI) has been identified as a compatible organisation which requires quality accommodation for the management of the project in the Tallaght West area.  The opportunity now exists to provide for their needs and at the same time provide an enhanced facility for St. Mark’s.  The centre has a history of assisting players whose focus is on youth.  The CDI would be a welcome resource to our community. The proposed works at St Marks Youth and Family centre, its environs and location will greatly compliment the work undertaken by CDI.

Capacity will also exist to facilitate local adult/ senior groups during school hours. Immediately after school there are several clubs which currently operate on site.  With the support of a new office within the building they will be able to enhance their programmes. The new configuration will allow for dual usage and provide accommodation for new groups.  It is expected that the centre will also host a dedicated dance space.  Bottom of Form
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T/650/08
APPLICATION FOR GRANTS

The  following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Applications for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants to these organisations, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

 
	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	GF1789
	St. Kevin’s Family Resource Centre Ltd.,
	Volunteer Training Grant
	08/09/08
	€1,000

	GF1790
	St. Aengus Active Retirement Club
	Community Activity Grant (Including Sport Activity
	09/09/08
	€500

	GF1794
	Thomas Davis GAA
	Community Activity Grant (Including Sport Activity)
	17/09/08
	€500

	GF1725
	Tallaght Community Council
	Countywide Community Activity Event with a Countywide Interest.
	23/04/08
	€3,000


	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	GF1803
	Equal Access CDP
	Upgrading of Single Interest Facilities
	09/10/08
	€9,000

	GF1718
	Springfield Scout Group
	Upgrading of Single Interest Facilities
	08/04/08
	€8,000

	GF1735
	West Tallaght Resource Centre
	Community Activity Grant Including Sport Activity
	20/05/08
	€500

	GF1690
	Black Panther Kickboxing Club
	Equipment Grant
	01/02/08
	€3,000

	GF1749
	Swiftbrook Residents Association
	Environmental Improvements Grant
	30/06/08
	€500

	GF1750
	Swiftbrook Residents Association
	Community Activity Grant Including Sport Activity
	30/06/08
	€500

	GF1751
	Swiftbrook Residents Association
	Start Up Costs for Community Groups
	30/06/08
	€1,000


 

Application for Grant (Arts Act 2003)

Application for  grants under the Council’s Arts Scheme has been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.
	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	Agf667
	South Dublin Co Tourism
	Grant towards Hallowfest Programme
	1/10/08
	€4000

	Agf664
	Artsbase Tallaght Promotion Project
	Towards photography exhibition
	17/9/08
	€800
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Mr B. Coman, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report
Following a discussion to which Councillors C. Jones and E. Maloney contributed Mr. B. Coman, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised.

It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report”

T/651/08
LIBRARY/ NEW EVENTS

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“October/November 2008
	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Castletymon
	Children’s Book Festival Author Visit – Caitriona NicSheain and Andrew Wilson. Class Visit
	Tuesday 21st October at 1pm

	 
	Children’s Book Festival Author Visit - David Donohue Class visit
	Wednesday 22nd October 12noon 

	 
	Children’s Book Festival Thomas Janak – How Animals Communicate Booking essential.
	Wednesday 22nd October 3.30pm 

	 
	Children’s Book Festival Conor Kostick – Author Visit Class visits
	Thursday 23rd October 10am & 11.30am 

	 
	Book Club All Welcome
	Tuesday 28th October at 11am

	November
	Art Exhibition: Paintings of Katy Palmierie
	Month of November

	 
	English for Foreign Nationals.  All Welcome.
	Mondays at 10am

	 
	Improvers Irish Conversation Class.  Booking Necessary
	Tuesday at 10am

	 
	Computer Class Booking Necessary.
	Wednesdays from 10am – 12pm

	 
	Story time for 3-6 year olds All Welcome.
	Wednesdays at 3.30pm

	 
	Tour of Library and Storytime.  Booking necessary
	Thursday Mornings.

	 
	Arts and Crafts with Sinead 8 – 12 year olds.  Booking Necessary
	Thursdays at 3.30pm

	 
	Spanish Conversation Group. All Welcome.
	Fridays at 10am

	 
	Junior Book Club for 7 – 10 year olds.  All welcome.
	Tuesday 4th and 18th November at 3.30pm

	 
	Science Week “Give us an Indication” A workshop which gives an introduction to Acids, Bases and Indicators.  Age 9+ Class Visit
	Tuesday 11th November at 10.30am

	 
	Science Week Bugs: The Good , The Bad & The Ugly with Dr. Mary Costello of ITT for ages 8 – 11 Class Visit
	Thursday 13th November at 10am

	 
	Book Club. All Welcome.
	Tuesday’s from 25th November at 11am

	
	
	
	


For further information contact 4524888

October/November 2008

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	County Library  
	Children's Book Festival Thomas Janak – How Animals communicate.  Booking Essential
	Monday 20th October at 3.30pm

	 
	Children’s Book Festival Author Visit – Caitriona NicSheain and Andrew Wilson. Class Visit
	Tuesday 21st October at 9.45am – 11am

	 
	Children’s Book Festival Silly Billy– clown entertainment for kids 1 – 4 years.  Pre- school booking
	Wednesday 22nd October at 10.30am

	 
	Children’s Book Festival Conor Kostick – Author Visit Class visits
	Wednesday 22nd October 10am & 11.30am 

	 
	Children’s Book Festival Just Dance for 6-16 year olds.  Booking Essential
	Wednesday 22nd October at 3.30pm

	 
	Memorial lecture Leo Swan
	Wednesday 22nd October at 8pm


 

	 
	Children’s Book Festival Art Workshop - Ghosts and ghouls for 8 - 10 year olds  Booking essential
	Thursday 23rd October at 3.30pm – 5.30pm

	November
	Art Exhibition Acrylic on Canvas
	1st - 15th November 

	 
	Irish Conversation  
	Mondays at 10.30am  

	 
	Spanish Conversation  
	Tuesday at 6.30pm  

	 
	Computer Classes
	Tuesday 7pm-9pm Wednesdays 11am-1pm

	 
	Parent and Toddler time Booking essential
	Wednesdays at 10.30am   

	 
	Lunchtime Salsa Dance class with Hilary Clarke 6 week course.  Booking essential
	Wednesdays at 1pm  

	 
	English Conversation  
	Wednesdays Beginners - 5pm Intermediate - 6.30pm

	 
	Digital Photography Course with Podge Kelly 5 Week course.  Booking essential
	Thursdays at 6.30pm  

	 
	Polish for beginners Booking essential
	Fridays at 10.30am  

	 
	Caring Matters Talk by Tallaght Hospital Psychiatric Services
	Monday 3rd November 6.30pm - 8.30pm

	 
	Junior Book Club Suits 10-13 years Booking essential
	Tuesday 4th Novemberat 3.30pm - 4.30pm

	 
	Adult Book Club Booking essential
	Tuesday 4th November 6.45pm - 7.45pm

	 
	Young Film Makers at Tallaght  
	Tuesday 11th & 18th November from 4.30pm - 6.30pm

	 
	Mixed Media exhibition By Katie Palmer, Visual artist
	17th - 29th November  

	 
	Black and White Photography Exhibition “Canadian Trees” By Megan O Byrne
	17th - 29th November  

	 
	Tallaght Photographic Society Exhibition and launch
	19th - 29th November  


 

	 
	Tallaght Centre for the Unemployed.  Conference of Certificates and Presentation to the Council In Recognition of grant received.  Mayor Marie Corr in attendance
	Thursday 20th November at 7pm

	 
	Exhibition of Graphic Scores
	Friday 21st November  

	 
	Workshop on Sound for children suits 5-6th Class
	Friday 21st November at 11am

	 
	Young Adult Book to Movies Club Featuring - “Holes”
	Saturday 22nd November at 1.30pm

	 
	Tallaght Cinema Club “Touching the Void”
	Monday 24th November 7.30pm

	 
	Junior Book Club for 10-13 years.  Booking essential
	Saturday 29th November from 11.30am-12.30pm


For further information contact 462 0073”
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The report was NOTED.

T/652/08
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/653/08
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/654/08
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

PARKS  BUSINESS

T/655/08
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 19 - 31, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/656/08
BULB PLANTING ON PHASE 3 OF THE OUTER RING ROAD
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

"To ask the Manager to liaise with the Roads Department in order to ensure that bulb planting is carried out immediately on any grass verge areas on Phase 3 of the Outer Ring Road so that flowers will be evident for next Spring?"

REPLY:
The Parks Dept. has consulted with the Roads Dept. in relation to the Tender for the landscaping of the Outer Ring Road Phase 3. The Roads Department has advised that the Tender Documents for the implementation of this scheme have been prepared but due to current financial constraints, the County Council is unable to proceed with the tendering of the contract.  The planting schedule proposed for the landscape treatment of this road included provision for the planting of bulbs on the central median and at appropriate junctions along the road. 
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T/657/08
REMOVAL OF THE TREE OUTSIDE NUMBERS  9 & 10 AMBERVALE ESTATE
QUESTION: Councillor S. Crowe

"To ask the Manager will he arrange for an investigation and removal of the tree outside numbers  9 & 10 Ambervale Estate as the roots are cracking garden walls, damaging the drain, the water main and  the ESB supply unit as well as creating a  physical danger to pedestrians?"

REPLY:
The existing street tree situated outside the address referred to in the question has been examined and was found to be in reasonably good condition. There was however evidence of some lifting of the footpath and cracking of the nearby front garden wall. The tree is also located beside a number of surface junction boxes associated with underground services.

The Roads Maintenance Department has been consulted and it has been agreed that they would plane the concrete footpath to remove any potential trip hazard.  It has also been agreed to prune the tree to remove any branches overhanging the front gardens of the nearby houses, so as to minimize overshadowing.  With regard to the cracked wall it is extremely difficult, in the absence of a full inspection of the roots of the tree located under the concrete slab, to determine with any degree of certainty, whether the tree is directly responsible for this damage. Accordingly it is proposed to monitor this tree in coming years and take whatever remedial action is deemed appropriate. However, it is not proposed to remove the tree at least in the short term.
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T/658/08
CYCLEWAYS IN THE DODDER LINEAR PARK  
QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon

"To ask the Manager to provide details of proposals to utilise the Dodder Linear Park for cycleways, and can he also indicate what, if any, contact has been made with neighbouring local authorities with a view to the provision of a continuous cycleway along the full extent of the Dodder?"

REPLY:
The development of an interconnected system of walking and cycling routes throughout South Dublin and utilizing the network of parks and open spaces to connect with the on road routes was the subject of a Green Routes in South Dublin proposal presented to the Elected Members on the 10th April 2007.  The purpose of the routes was to facilitate safe alternative routes for school, work and leisure as well as increasing the use of parks and open spaces generally.  Priority was to be given to the development of routes in Griffeen Valley, Liffey Valley and Dodder Valley.  Work commenced on a section of the Griffeen Valley route in Lucan and this section is almost complete.  A section of the route in the Liffey Valley Park at Waterstown Park in Palmerstown is completed although the park itself is not officially open.

In relation to the development of the Dodder Valley network, work has commenced on the scoping of the route and the development of a proposal that can be developed into a formal Part 8 presentation to the Elected Members.  The walking and cycling routes will complement the long term plans for the development and enhancement of the Dodder Valley.  The route itself is quite complicated as it will necessitate a number of bridge crossings of the Dodder river and because of this and the likely cost involved it is expected that the Dodder Valley route will be developed in stages as resources allow.

It is intended to liaise with the adjoining local authorities of Fingal, Kildare, Dublin City and Dún Laoghaire Rathdown to progress the development of these routes into these administrative areas also and which could in the long term form part of a large Green Route in the Greater Dublin Area.  This would also fit in with the proposals being considered by Fáilte Ireland for the development of a number of world class trail routes on the island of Ireland.

When the detailed proposals for the Dodder Valley route have been prepared for the Public Consultation under Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 it is proposed to present them to a future meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee.  

T/659/08
SWING GATE BETWEEN BANCROFT PARK AND TYMON NORTH GARDENS
QUESTION: Councillor C. Jones

"To ask the manager about the possible alternatives to the existing location of a swing gate between Bancroft Park and Tymon North Gardens as its location is causing disturbance to surrounding residents?"

REPLY:
Consultation will take place with the local residents regarding the concerns expressed in the question and hopefully the matter will be resolved.
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T/660/08
LANDSCAPING OF THE GRASS VERGE ALONG KNOCKMORE PARK
QUESTION: Councillor C. King

"To ask the Manager to arrange for the landscaping of the grass verge along Knockmore Park adjacent to the boundary of Killinarden Park as some parts of the verge have covered the foorpath completely?"

REPLY:
The area referred to in the question is not under the care and maintenance of the Parks Department. The matter will be raised with the Roads Department to see what action can be taken to improve the condition of the margin and footpath.
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T/661/08
CHILDREN’S PLAYGROUND AT WATERGATE PARK, OLD BAWN
QUESTION: Councillor E. Maloney

"To ask the Manager when work will be completed on the Children’s Playground at Watergate Park, Old Bawn?"

REPLY:
Following public advertisement, Tenders for the installation of a children’s playground at ‘Watergate Park’ were recently submitted and have now been examined by the Parks Department. A detailed analysis of the Tenders has been carried out and the County Council has recently appointed Play and Leisure Services Ltd. to undertake the work. 

Preparatory works including site clearance works, installation of CCTV and provision of underground services has recently commenced.  A lead time of at least six to eight weeks is required for the ordering and delivery of the playground equipment so it is envisaged that the playground installation works will not commence until late November/early December. 

The construction of the playground and associated works is expected to take 3-4  months subject to weather conditions. It is likely that the playground will be completed and available for use by the public by March 2009. 

T/662/08
PRUNING OF A TREE IN WATERGATE PARK
QUESTION: Councillor E. Maloney

"To ask the Manager to arrange the pruning of a tree in Watergate Park which is leaning on the wall and garage of *details attached? "        

REPLY:
The tree in question will be examined and any works considered necessary will be carried out within the next two weeks.

T/663/08
FOOTPATH BETWEEN THE OLD BELGARD ROAD AND THE DALE, BELGARD HEIGHTS
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

"To ask the Manager to have arranged for the provision of a footpath at the green area between the Old Belgard Road and the Dale, Belgard Heights?  This area is used by a large number of residents walking to and from the Luas Station at Belgard Heights?"

REPLY:
The provision of a footpath across the open space between the Old Belgard Road and The Dale, Belgard Heights would facilitate access to the Belgard Luas Station, and therefore will be listed for consideration as part of the Draft 2009 Parks Works Programme.
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T/664/08
INSPECTION OF THE DODDER VALLEY PARKLANDS AT THE REAR OF MORTON'S PUB
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

" To ask the Manager to have arranged an inspection of the Dodder Valley Parklands at the rear of Morton's Pub as vehicular access is allowing motorbikes to enter the parklands with consequent noise pollution for nearby residents in Glenview Estate?."

REPLY:
The vehicular access at this location consists of two swing barriers.  Arrangements will be made by the Parks Department to carry out alterations in order to prevent unauthorized access by motorbikes.  
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T/665/08
INSPECTION ON THE TREES IN AVONBEG PARK
QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren


“To ask the manager to carry out an inspection on the trees in Avonbeg Park with a view to placing them on the pruning programme as they haven’t received treatment of this nature for many years and will he make a statement on the matter?’

 REPLY:
The trees in Avonbeg Park will be examined and considered for pruning in the 2008/2009 Arboricultural Programme.

T/666/08
PATHWAY  BETWEEN SYCAMORE AND FOREST IN KINGSWOOD HEIGHTS
QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren

“To ask the Manager when the much promised pathway off the open space between Sycamore and Forest in Kingswood Heights will be established by the Council as promised earlier this year, as a means of helping Luas passengers access their homes in a speedier fashion, and if he will make a statement on the matter?”

REPLY:
The provision of a footpath across the open space between Sycamore and Forest Estates in Kingswood has now commenced on site. Unfortunately the completion of this work has been delayed due to the inclement weather and unsuitable ground conditions for most of the summer months.
T/667/08
PATHWAY RUNNING ALONG THE EMBANKMENT ROAD
QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren

“To ask the Manager if consideration has been given to completely overhaul the existing grass verges and general appearance of the pathway running along the Embankment Road, closest to the perimeter of Kilnamanagh Close, and given the importance of this route onto Belgard Road, and the fact that the Luas tram has greatly enhanced the visual nature of the road, if funding can now be secured for the other side of the road, which is in a really poor condition since the installation of a new public path along this road some years ago, and if he will make a statement on the matter?” 

REPLY:
Due to new Health & Safety regulations covering works on public roads and the requirement to maintain traffic flows on this road, the scheduling of routine maintenance works on Embankment Road e.g. grass cutting has become more complex and difficult. The matter of the existing condition of Embankment Road and any proposals for improvement works will be raised for discussion with the Roads & Traffic Department. 

T /668/08
GRASS CUTTING AT BALLYCULLEN AVENUE 

QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren

“To ask the Manager, given the significance of Ballycullen Avenue as a main road artery in the Firhouse area, and given the fact that virtually no houses effectively adjoin this road, making it impossible for residents to cut the grass margins that exist in the road, if South Dublin County Council would now agree to cut these margins on a regular basis as they have become overgrown, and require maintenance, and if he will make a statement on the matter?”

REPLY:
The grass margins at this location are cut by the Parks Department as part of the grass-cutting programme.  During the grass-cutting season the location is cut as frequently as possible, which varies from 12 to 18 days depending on weather conditions, staff availability, machinery breakdown etc.

The Parks Department will review the grass cutting of these roadside margins with a view to increasing the cutting frequency.
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T/669/08
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/670/08
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/671/08
CATHAOIRLEACHS BUSINESS
ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR IN BALLYCRAGH PARK
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney:

“This committee calls on the manager to give an update on the progress between the residents of  Parklands Court and the Council on the issue of anti-social behaviour in Ballycragh Park.”
The following report which had been circulated was READ:
“At the Tallaght ACM on April 21st 2008, the following was reported:

‘Officials from the Parks Department met with a Representative of the Parklands Residents Association recently to explore means of preventing anti-social behaviour in the vicinity of the bridge and bin store to the rear of Parklands Court. 
There is a well-established desire line of usage to and from Parklands Court and Ballycragh Park via the pedestrian access gate providing an element of passive supervision, which is a deterrent to those with anti-social intent.
It was agreed that the most effective course of action would be a re-design of the area and the following actions were proposed:
- The Parks Department to carry out pruning and clearing of the hedgerow along the stream on both sides of the bridge to increase passive supervision of the area and to reduce the amount of screening and cover for anti-social behaviour’.  

This work was completed by the Parks Department.  Following pruning and clearing of the hedgerow, the Parks Department was advised by the Representative of the Parklands Residents Association that the opening up of the area had proven to be very successful in deterring anti-social behaviour. 

It was agreed that the Parks Department would carry out further pruning and clearing of the hedgerow to further reduce screening and cover for congregating youths as part of the 2008/09 Arboricultural Programme.

- ‘The location of the existing bin store obstructs views into the park and the rear wall provides cover and shelter on the park side for those congregating’.

The Residents Association is continuing to explore the feasibility of relocating the bin store to a more central overlooked location within the development.  It remains the view of the Parks Department that anti –social behaviour will continue to be an issue at this location until this matter is resolved.

The Parks Department continues to liaise with the local Gardaí in dealing with anti social behaviour at this location.” 
Following a contribution from Councillor C. Jones the report was AGREED.
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T/672/08
A FULL-TIME PARK-WARDEN AT WATERGATE PARK
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Cllr J. Hannon:
 “That this Committee supports the provision of a full-time Park-warden at Watergate Park, Tallaght.”
The following report which had been circulated was READ:

“The full Warden/Park Ranger service provided by the Parks Department is spread over the 3 Parks districts – Corkagh, Tymon and Esker.  There are currently a total of 16 Park Rangers employed and they perform an educational, supervisory and security role in relation to the existing County Council Parks and open spaces. The Park known locally as Watergate Park is located within the Corkagh District. 

The Parks Department has attempted to deal with the ongoing problem of anti-social and criminal activity taking place in some of the parks and open spaces under its control. In this regard, a number of years ago the Park Ranger service across the county was rationalized on an area basis and the base headquarters for the Corkagh District Park Rangers was transferred to Corkagh Park. 

Since this rationalization took place it has been decided to keep a daily presence of general maintenance staff in the park, who are engaged in ongoing litter control and general maintenance works and this provides important additional day-time security for park users. The Park Rangers from Corkagh also visit the Park at least once a day and concentrate their activities near the fountain area and at the pedestrian over bridge leading to the Square Shopping Centre, where anti-social/criminal activity is most prevalent.  Further improvements are also underway in relation to extending the CCTV coverage in the Park. 

It is accepted that the provision of a full-time Park Ranger service in the park would be highly desirable, particularly in the context of the development of the new Children’s Playground. Unfortunately this is not possible, at least in the short term, in view of the financial and staff number restrictions under which the County Council must operate.” 
Following a discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney, J. Neville, J. Hannon and K. Warren contributed Mr. B. Kearney, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent, and C. O’Grady Executive Superintendent responded to queries raised. The Report was NOTED.
Bottom of Form

T/673/08
BYE-LAWS FOR THE REGULATION, CONTROL, AND USE OF OFF-ROAD VEHICLES AT MASSEY WOODS, CRUAGH,
It was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon, seconded by Cllr. E. Maloney: 

“That consideration be given to the introduction of Bye-Laws for the regulation, control, and use of off-road vehicles at Massey Woods, Cruagh, and Hell Fire Club lands.”
The following report which had been circulated was READ:

“The areas referred to are not under the control of South Dublin County Council and consequently the Council is precluded from making/enforcing Bye Laws. However if the Motion is passed the matter will be taken up with the appropriate bodies for their attention.”
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Following a discussion to which Councillors J. Hannon and C.Jones contributed Mr. J. Kilgarriff, Administrative Officer responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the Manager write to Coillte outlining issues raised and to invite representatives to attend a meeting of Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Parks.

T/674/08
FEATURE FOR THE FRONT OF THE BRIDGE AND VIADUCT  (OPPOSITE KILLINARDAN PARK )
It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon:

“This Committee calls on the manager to include  as part of any future works and in conjunction with local residents the establishment of flower and rock feature in front of the bridge and viaduct  (opposite Killinardan Park ) which has been used as an illegal site and dumping area into the river.”
The following report which had been circulated was READ:

“The area of roadside open space fronting Killinarden Park adjacent to the bridge over the Whitestown stream has been the site of regular illegal encampments in recent years. The issue of a floral display/rockery has been reviewed and taking various matters such as future maintenance and road safety requirements into account is not considered appropriate for this location. 

However, it would be considered appropriate to secure this area against encroachment by using a low timber knee-rail type timber fence and associated bulb planting which would both enhance the appearance of the open space and help to prevent a recurrence of the illegal encampments and dumping etc. This type of boundary treatment has proved very successful in securing other nearby roadside margins in the Killinarden area and in Jobstown. If there is general agreement regarding this approach, the provision of the fencing at this location can be listed for consideration as part of the 2009 Draft Parks Works Programme.”  

Following a contribution from Councillors S. Crowe, Mr. B. Kearney, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised. The report was AGREED.
T/675/08
STRIP OF GRASS VERGE OUTSIDE 48 ST MAELRUAINS PARK TO BE 'TARMACED'
The following motion in the name of Councillor C. King was NOT MOVED:

"That this Committee calls on the Manager to arrange for the small strip of grass verge outside 48 St Maelruains Park to be 'tarmaced' or concreted over as there is a very steep gradient which is unsuitable for mowing"

T/676/08
ALLOCATION OF 2 PITCHES TO ST MARKS GAA CLUB SPRINGFIELD  
It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Cllr. J. Neville: 

“This Committee calls on the manager to  investigate and resolve the difficulties being experienced by St Marks GAA Club Springfield ,Tallaght with  2 of the pitches allocated to them following the removal of the ditch running near them and  subsequently creating even worse flooding and water retention in the immediate area”
The following report which had been circulated was READ:

“A problem with waterlogging on a small corner of a pitch allocated to St. Marks G.A.A. Club at Butler McGee has been a feature of this part of the park due to existing ground levels. It was intended to carry out remedial works this year to resolve this matter but due to the unsuitable ground and weather conditions over the summer months, when this work is normally undertaken, it was not possible to commence works. However the local Parks staff are working closely with St Marks G.A.A. club with a view to having this problem resolved as soon as ground conditions permit. It should be noted that the resolution of this matter may require the pitch to be taken out of use for a period of time.”
Following a discussion to which Councillors S. Crowe and J. Neville contributed Mr. B. Kearney, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED.

T/677/08
DEVICE FOR THE BRIDGE BETWEEN THE SQUARE AND SEAN WALSHE PARK
It was proposed by Councillor M. Murphy, seconded by Cllr. C. Jones: 

“That the manager will investigate fitting a device on the bridge between the Square and Sean Walshe Park to prevent shopping trolleys being taken across the bridge.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ and NOTED:

“The Parks Dept. will liaise with the Square Shopping Centre Management to see what measures can be taken by them to prevent shopping trolleys being removed from the Square complex. The Committee will be advised of the outcome of the discussion.”
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T/678/08
DETERRENT ON THE RAILINGS AT AMBERVALE ESTATE SPRINGFIELD 
The following motion in the name of Councillor S. Crowe was DROPPED:

“This Council agrees to call on the manager   in view of the ongoing criminality and anti social behaviour being experienced by residents in Ambervale Estate Springfield agrees to erect a deterrent on the railings at the Cookstown Road side of the greenspace.”
T/679/08
CLEAR ALL FOOTPATHS OF CUT GRASS
It was proposed by Councillor M. Murphy, seconded by Cllr J.Hannon.: 

“That the manager will instruct the contractor who cuts grass throughout the area that they will clear all footpaths of cut grass as wet grass is proving to be a major slip hazard.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“Grass is cut in parks and on open spaces as part of a grass-cutting programme.  During the grass-cutting season it is cut as frequently as possible, which varies from 12 to 18 days depending on weather conditions, staff availability, machinery breakdown etc.  

The poor weather this season has frequently resulted in the interval between cuts being extended and the grass being longer than normal, which can result in wet grass being left on the ground or occasionally on footpaths.

Staff and Contractors will be advised to make every effort to reduce in so far as is reasonably practicable the amount of wet grass deposited onto footpaths by machinery and machinery tyres.” 

Following a discussion to which Cllrs. M. Murphy, J. Hannon and C. Jones contributed Ms. C. O’Grady, Executive Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED.
T/680/08
EXTENSION OF THE DODDER LINEAR PARK
It was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon, seconded by Cllr. E. Maloney: 

“That this Committee reiterates its support for the extension of the Dodder Linear Park from Oldbawn to Bohernabreena, and that the Manager brings forward proposals to give effect to this policy, which is enshrined in the current Development Plan.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“The County Development Plan 2004 -2010 contains a specific local objective (No.57) which states:

“Provide for the continued development of the Dodder Valley Linear Park, including…
·        Development and extension of the Dodder Valley Linear Park by securing public access along the river bank  from Oldbawn to Bohernabreena”
With the exception of the following lands, which are in Council ownership in this section of the Dodder Valley, the greater part of the Dodder Valley upstream of the Old bawn Road are in private ownership.

·        49 hectares (121 acres) south of Ellensborough Estate.

·        0.6 hecatres (1.5 acres) at the junction of Kiltipper Road and Oldbawn Road.

Further land acquisitions are not anticipated at this time. It remains the Council’s intention to avail of any opportunities that may arise to provide for public access along the River Dodder, in particular through the planning process.”
Bottom of Form

Following a discussion to which Councillors J. Hannon and C. Jones contributed Ms. C. O’Grady, Executive Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a review of the Plan will take place and a full report will issue early in 2009 to the meeting of Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Parks Business.

T/681/08
BONFIRE SITES AT DODDER PARK
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Cllr. J. Hannon: 

“That this Committee requests that the Parks Dept., with the cooperation of An Garda investigate the public safety issues for residents living close to the Bonfire sites at Dodder Park, close to the tennis court, and at St. Maelruans Park / Old Bawn Road.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“Over the Halloween period, the Parks Department in conjunction with An Garda Síochánawill endeavour to prevent the unauthorized bonfires located close to the tennis courts in Dodder Valley Linear Park and at the open space in St. Maelruan’s Park/Old Bawn Road. 

At the Joint Policing Committee Meeting on September 12th 2008, the following was reported:

‘The Garda Síochána is aware of the damage green spaces and the public order issues often associated with bonfires over the Halloween period.  Community Gardai will in the weeks leading up to Halloween, visit schools and advise the young people of the dangers associated with bonfires etc.  Gardai will utilise the Halloween Safety Project (video) package.  In the days prior to Halloween Gardai on patrol will remain vigilant for individuals gathering material.  Special emphasis will be placed on areas which have proved problematic in the past or where the material is considered a danger to person’s property.  Each Superintendent will prepare a Policing Plan for the Halloween period.  Additional Garda resources will be available.

Garda members will be nominated in each Garda District to liaise with the Community and the Estate Management Section of South Dublin County Council.  Garda will be available to assist Council Officials if necessary when they are removing material.  Local Community Gardai will liaise with Council Officials and Community Activists to reduce the number of bonfires in green spaces.

The Parks Department with the assistance of staff from the Cleansing Unit will be removing any bonfire material from open spaces in the weeks before Halloween as they do each year.  Last year the Council dealt with 583 bonfires.  This was down from 612 in 2006.  In addition to the costs incurred by the Council there are also costs associated with the Gardai and emergency services.  Bonfires also contribute to atmospheric pollution and damage to the open spaces.  Therefore, the aim of the Council is to discourage the number of bonfires in the County.
The Environmental Services Department target certain bonfire prone areas of the County with junk collections in the weeks prior to Halloween in an effort to ensure that people do not leave out material for the collection that is then used in a bonfire.  The Litter Wardens are also involved, targeting commercial premises who supply waste material for bonfires (tyres, pallets etc). 
In recent years the Council has organised official County Council bonfires which have also been of assistance and proved to be very well received in the locations (West Tallaght and North Clondalkin) where they have been held.  These events have focused community efforts on reducing the number of bonfires on an open space in favour of one larger bonfire that would be supervised and managed to ensure that unsuitable material is excluded and that health and safety measures are in place to ensure public safety.’’
The Parks Department would ask parents to discourage children and teenagers from constructing bonfires in these areas and on public open space and parkland in general.” 
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Following a discussion to which Cllrs. E. Maloney and J. Hannon contributed Ms. C. O’Grady, Executive Parks Superintendent and Mr. J. Kilgarriff, Administrative Officer responded to queries raised. The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that resident’s details be forwarded to the Manager and that he write to them outlining hazards in providing materials for bonfires.

T/682/08 
MOUNDS OF EARTH SURROUNDING THE RAILINGS AT SUNDALE GREEN AND SUNDALE PARK ON FORTUNESTOWN LANE
It was proposed by Cllr. M. Corr, seconded by Cllr. C. Jones:

“That the Manager compels Kelland Homes to remove the mounds of earth surrounding the railings at Sundale Green and Sundale Park on Fortunestown Lane - that this committee notes and congratulates the Parks Dept on the excellent and elaborate landscaping of the roundabout at this location which is warmly welcomed by the local community - this mounding is a source of great concern locally due to the danger it represents for pedestrians crossing the road and the detrimental affect it has on the visual amenity of the area.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ and NOTED:
“The mounds of earth situated on the roadside margin fronting Sundale Estate at Fortunestown Lane were put in place in order to prevent unauthorized encampments along this part of the road. These mounds, because they cannot be maintained on a regular basis, are now in a semi-derelict condition and detract considerably from improvements recently carried out in the area, including the upgrading of the nearby roundabout. 

It is understood that Fortunestown Lane, including this margin, has been taken-in-charge by the County Council, but it should be noted that the adjoining open space at Sundale Green is not yet in charge.  In this regard, Kelland Homes Ltd. has recently been contacted and has confirmed they are willing to contribute towards the cost of removing the mounds and reinstating the margin, so that it can be placed under regular maintenance by the Parks Department.  The need for a footpath and timber knee-rail type fence along the road to prevent a recurrence of the problems relating to encampments and parking etc. in the area, will also have to be considered. In this regard, a meeting between Roads Dept., Parks Dept. and Kelland Homes has now been arranged to discuss and agree the possible options available to resolve these issues. 

It is therefore hoped that agreement with Kelland Homes Ltd. can be reached on this matter in the near future, so that the necessary works can be undertaken as soon as possible.”
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Councillor M. Corr requested that the motion be RE-ENTERED on the Agenda for the next meeting of Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Parks Business
The Meeting concluded at 5.30 p.m.
Siniú:
______________________

Dáta:
________________

An Cathaoirleach







