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	COMHAIRLE CONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS


	SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL


MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE

(Dealing with Housing, Community, Parks and Environment)
HELD ON 15th September, 2008
COUNCILLORS PRESENT

	Corr M.
	King C.

	Daly J.
	Maloney E

	Daly M.
	Murphy M.

	Hannon J.
	Neville J.

	Jones C.
	Warren K.


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor C. Jones presided.

OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Senior Executive Officers
	M. O Shaughnessy, H. Hogan, M. Colman, B. Coman

	A/County Librarian
	I. Stobbart

	Senior Engineer
	L Magee

	Senior Executive Parks Superintendent
	B. kearney

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	B. Sheehan

	Environmental Health Officer
	Sarah Duffy

	Administrative Officer
	C. Ward  

	Senior Staff Officer
	J. Kelly

	Staff Officer
	E. Conlon


T/524/08
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 16th June, 2008 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.  

It was proposed by Councillor C Jones, seconded by Councillor M Corr and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Tallaght Area Committee held on 16th June, 2008 be ADOPTED and APPROVED".

It was AGREED to alter the Order of Business as set out on the Agenda to deal with Environment Business first.
ENVIRONMENT  BUSINESS

T/525/08
QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor M Corr and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, question 9, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/526/08
LITTER PROBLEM AT KILTALOWN SHOPS
QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren

“To ask the Manager what steps are being  taken to resolve the urgent litter problem at Kiltalown shops, if his Department has had discussions with the shop owners in question, and if he will make a statement on the matter?”

REPLY:
The area in question is cleaned by the Cleansing Section as required and the frequency of coverage is currently being reviewed in the context of ongoing review of the restructuring of Cleansing staff.  The Litter warden for the area is in contact with businesses, local groups and residents in the area with a view to addressing litter issues and two litter bins have been installed at this location recently.
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T/527/08
UPDATE REPORT ON LITTER MANAGEMENT PLAN OBJECTIVES 2008-20011
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
	Update Report on Litter Management Plan Objectives 2008-20011

September 2008

	1. Develop programmes on the basis of targeting the various litter categories, blackspots and illegal means of disposing of waste/refuse

	"Stubbi" cigarette butt holders are being distributed by litter wardens and the environmental awareness team. An anti-cigarette litter programme with "Stubbi" advertising and coordinated "Stubbi" distribution is being organised together with a liaison programme with businesses/pubs/restaurants etc. to promote prevention. 

"Car Tidi" compressible car bins have been ordered to help combat vehicle related litter and will be ready for distribution by the end of October.

Regular plastic bag levy audits are undertaken and Waste Packaging Regulations inspections are carried out by Waste Enforcement staff.

Awareness work done on all litter types at pre-tenancy meetings and during school visits by environmental awareness team/litter wardens.

The Environmental Awareness team distribute information and promote awareness of the gum-litter campaign by providing online information and highlighting litter law enforcement in this area and providing school resource packs for dowloading. www.chewitbinit.com provides educational information to compliment this work.

SDCC have a full time graffiti removal team in place. 

SDCC has endorsed groups bidding for funding under Pobal’s Community Graffiti Reduction Programme. Global Action Plan (GAP) are also being supported in their application for an anti-graffiti programme 

Following sessions with Eelected Members to identify litter blackspot locations, covert CCTV surveillance is in place at three locations. Others being examined by Environment/Development Departments to determine how best to progress/tackle issues raised.

	2 .Develop a customer focused litter complaints procedure in order to deal effectively and efficiently with complaints

	Customer contact system used to record all litter complaints. Ongoing process improvement to better utilise this facility.

	3. Continue to actively enforce litter pollution and waste management legislation, bye laws and standards 

	All Litter Wardens engage in routine and non-routine inspections including outside of normal office hours to enforce legislation.

Dedicated waste bye-laws personnel in place. Ongoing "on-the-ground" information and awareness campaign implemented up to August 2008. First fines issued under the waste bye-laws in August.

"Name & Shame" List and litter enforcement statistics for January to June 2006 being finalised for publication online and in local and national press 

Litter Management team plan currently being developed.

	4. Improve the litter disposal systems available to the public

	Commitment given to the full Council to examine alternative litter receptacles.

A pilot of new solar bins is due to commence shortly.

	5. Expand the recycling opportunities within the County.

	There are currently recycling facilities in the County as follows:

Glass       Cans      Textiles    Batteries

  47           26             19             67

Additional sites are being investigated to further expand the bring bank network throughout the County.

Plastic recycling possibilities being examined with a view to expanding the service at Ballymount Civic Amenity

Recycling/Reward machines being trialled in two community centres. 

Existing bring centres are protected by using CCTV (see Objective 11)

	6. Continue to monitor and review road cleansing service in order to provide an improved service.

	A review of the road cleansing service will be initiated within the context of the existing contract and in co-operation with staff and contractors.

	7. Develop a litter management programme for designated urban areas within the County – Tallaght city, Clondalkin town centre and other designated areas 

	A litter management programme is now in operation targetting town centres and urban areas.

A set of Maintenance Programme indicators is to be developed based on the above programme which will enable ongoing review of standards.

	8. Prepare litter management, education and awareness programmes that promote community and business involvement, community identity and responsibility, personal responsibility, youth activity etc.

	The Environmental Awareness team has developed a school network providing Green Times Schools Newsletters for teachers as well as organising environmental awareness network meetings with information regarding campaigns, events and activities for schools being distributed.

Annual Beautiful South Dublin County Schools Art Competition.

All schools receive the Green Times Newsletter which encourages schools to register for the Green Schools Programme. 39 Primary Schools and 4 Secondary Schools have been awarded Green Flags. A further 73 primary schools and 21 secondary schools are registered for the Green Schools Programme. 

Anti-Dog Fouling Signs distributed and erected upon request.

Resident Associations, schools, community centres, libraries, environmental groups and youth groups all receive mail shots regarding the following the annual National Spring Clean and the Beautiful South Dublin County Competition.

The Anti-Litter Grant is advertised and allocated to community groups that apply for funding for anti litter initiatives. Beautiful South Dublin County Competition encourages communities to improve their local areas with judging criteria including Litter Management.

	9. Encourage active participation in Anti Litter Campaigns

	The Environmental Awareness Team promotes participation in competitions such as Tidy Towns, Pride of Place and Beautiful South Dublin County. The Beautiful South Dublin County Awards Ceremony will take place on Wednesday 1st October. This year 120 entries were received from individuals, community groups, youth groups, residents associations and businesses that are actively making South Dublin County a cleaner, greener place to live and work.

	10. Develop a communications programme to promote a litter free County – including the promotion of the use of www.southdublin.ie and www.dublinwaste.ie

	A programme of communications will be developed in conjunction with the PR Unit to highlight the anti litter message.

A review of http://environment.southdublin.ie/ litter content will be initiated to ensure up to date information and to further develop and improve the promotion of a litter free County.

	11. Optimise the application of available technology in the enforcement and prevention of litter

	CCTV monitoring has been in place in South Dublin County since May 2007 with more than 2,000 litter fines issued as a result of CCTV evidence. This has led to a reduction in littering at areas covered by CCTV.

Tender process to formalise CCTV monitoring is due to commence shortly.

Litter Surveys incorporate digital photo records

	12. Utilise systematic data analysis systems to monitor and plan Litter management and decision making

	Ongoing meetings between Parks and Cleansing staff to respond to IBAL findings.

A base-line litter survey of the County has been organised in conjunction with An Taisce. Following the completion of the survey An Taisce will supply the Council with a report documenting the survey findings and providing recommendations. The results of this survey will be form the basis for a system of ongoing surveys to monitor progress in the county.

Mapping of incidence of litter is being developed to target litter hotspots.

	13. Continue to research and implement best practice models

	A Research programme will be developed in house that will enable the identification of best practice that can then be developed in the County

	14. Ensure the provision of a litter management plan for all major events. 

	Research has commenced to facilitate the development of a litter management plan template and guidelines for major event plans that can be imposed as a planning condition/licence.


	Statistics Cleansing (to end July 2008)

	Clean Up Tasks
	Tonnage 
	(to end July 2008)

	4125
	858.75
	 

	 
	 
	 

	Enforcement (to end August 2008)
	
	

	Litter Fines
	Litter Notices
	Waste Bye Laws Notices

	2013
	153
	15

	 
	 
	 

	Graffiti Statistics (to 10/09/2008)
	
	

	Reported
	Removed
	Outstanding/With Contractor

	291
	234
	57


(These statistics will be developed into specific area based information)
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Mr C Ward , Administrative Officer summarised the report.

Following a discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney, and C. King contributed Mr C Ward , Administrative Officer responded to queries raised and highlighted that area based reports will issue to each of the Area Committee Meetings commencing October 2008. The report was NOTED.
T/528/08
Dublin Agglomeration Draft Action Plan relating to the Assessment & Management of Environmental Noise
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“Under the Environmental Noise Regulations made pursuant to EU Directive 2002/49/EC, the four local authorities within the agglomeration of Dublin (Dublin City Council, Fingal, Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown and South Dublin County Councils), are required to produce Noise Maps and Noise Action Plans for noise emanating from major industry, roads, including major roads, rail, including major rail and airports including major airports.

This Directive was adopted following an EU Green Paper on 'Future Noise Policy' which highlighted the need for a high level of health and environmental protection against noise.  In the Green Paper, the Commission addressed noise in the environment as one of the main environmental problems in Europe.The  Directive was transposed into Irish law by the Environmental Noise Regulations, SI number 140 of 2006.

The aims of the Directive are:-

- To monitor environmental noise problems by requring competent authorities in Member States to draw up "strategic noise maps" for major roads, railways, airports and agglomerations, using harmonised  noise indicators Lden (day-evening-night average sound level) and Lnight (night time average sound level).  The maps are to be used to assess the  number of people annoyed and sleep disturbed respectively throughout each member state in the European Union.

- To inform and consult the public about noise exposure, its effects, and the measures to be considered to address noise problems.

- To address local noise issues by requiring competent authorities to draw up action plans to reduce noise where necessary and maintain the environmental acoustic quality where it is good.  The directive does not set any limit value nor does it prescribe the measures to be used in the action plans, which remian at the discretion of the competent authorities.

- To develop a long-ter EU strategy, whcih includes objectives to reduce the number of people affected by noise in the longer term, and provides a framework for developing existing Community policy on noise reduction from source

The Directive is also aimed at providing a basis for devloping EU wide measures to reduce noise emitted by the major sources, in particular road and rail vehicles  infrastructure, aircraft, outdoor and industrial equipment.  The Directive applies to environmental noise to which humans are exposed, in particular in built-up areas, in public parks or other quiet areas in an agglomeration, in quiet areas in open country, near schools, hospitals and other noise sensitive building and areas.  It does not apply to noise that is caused by the exposed person himself/ herself, noise from domestic activities, noise created by neighbours, noise at work places or noise inside means of transport or due to military activities in military areas.  

Draft Action Plan
The Draft Action Plan is aimed at managing 'Environmental Noise'.  It is prepared jointly by all of the four local authorities in the Dublin Agglomeration - Dublin City Council, Fingal County Council, South Dublin County Council and Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council, being the designated authorities under article 7 of the Environmental Noise Regulations to do so.   

The main purpose of the Noise Action Plan is to;
· Inform and consult the public about noise exposure,its effects and the measures which may be considered to address noise problems. 

· Address strategic noise issues by requiring competent authorities to draw up action plans to manage noise issues and their effects 

· Reduce noise where possible and maintain the environmental acoustic quality whwre possible.

The Plan will be of 5 years duration from the 31st October 2008. 

Whilst the noise maps and the Environmental Noise Regulations are aimed at developing strategic policy, it is acknowledged that when most people complain about noise, it relates more to local issues such as neighbour, entertainment, and construction noises. Most of these issues come within the remit of the Enviornmental Protection Agency Act 1992 and Health & Safety legislation.  However, the Noise Action Plan deals solely with strategic issues identified by the noise mapping. 

Roles and Responsibilities
Under the Environmental Noise Regulations 2006 the 4 Local Authorities within the 'Agglomeration of Dublin' are designated as the noise-mapping and action planning bodies for the purpose of making and approving strategic noise maps and action plans.  They have been designated as the noise mapping bodies and action planning authorities for the following categories within their areas:-

- All Roads and Major Roads

- All Rail and Major Rail,

- Major Industrial Processes

- All Airports and Major Airport.

 Draft Action Plans were completed before the required date i.e. the 18th July 2008, and are designed to manage, within the agglomeration, noise issues and effects including noise reduction if necessary.  The Plans also aim to protect quiet areas against an increase in noise.  Before producing and implementing Action Plans the local authorities must consult with the Environemntal Protection Agency and the noise-mapping body for the noise-map involved, i.e. NRA, Iarnrod Eireann, IPPC licenced Plants, Dublin Airport Authority.  The Local Authorities are also responsible for consulting with members of the public and are required under the Directive to demonstrate how they have done so.

Public consultation
Notice of the preparation of the Noise Action Plans by the four Dublin Local Authorities was published in the Irish Times on the 18th July 2008.The notice stated that a draft of the proposed Plans was available for inspection and for purchase at the offices of the four Authorities and that written representations could be made in relation to the Draft Noise Plans before the 12th September 2008. A copy of the Plan was circulated to all the elected Members of the Council and the Members of the Environment and Transportation SPCs.

The Noise Action Plan must come into effect on the 31st October 2008.The making of the Plan is an executive function to be performed by the Manager of the Local Authority.” 
Mr M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer spoke on the report.

Ms S. Duffy, Environmental Health Officer gave a presentation and summarized the report.

Following a discussion to which Councillors J. Hannon and S.Crowe contributed the report was AGREED.
T/529/08
NEW WORKS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/530/08
CORRESPONDENCE
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/531/08
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/532/08
"CLEAN-UP" OF THE AREA BETWEEN KILMARTIN ESTATE  AND THE NEW OUTER RING ROAD
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney:

"That this Committee calls on the manager to arrange for an intensive "clean-up" of the area of land between Kilmartin Estate (Fettercairn) and the boundary wall at the new Outer Ring Road as this area has been the subject of severe illegal dumping and has had an extremely negative impact on the environmental health and aesthetics of the area".

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“Previous clean ups have been undertaken by the Roads Department at this location. There have been discussions with the Roads & Housing Department regarding the best way to approach the clean up requirements and future maintenance of this area in conjunction with finishing the works asscoiated with the completion of the Outer Ring Road.  Arrangements will be made to clean up the area.”

Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King, S. Crowe contributed Mr L. Magee Senior Engineer responded to queries raised. The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that an update report be circulated to the members. Bottom of Form

T/533/08
THE GRAFFITI PROBLEM IN THE IBAL REPORT
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor J. Neville:

That this Committee noting the prominence of the graffiti problem in the IBAL report on Tallaght requests Environmental Services to consult with local Gardai on the option of prosecuting the persons responsible for this "new-litter" problem. 

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ and NOTED:

“There are several measures being advanced to combat graffiti in the County.  Following the adoption of the Litter Management Plan 2008-2011, a programme is being developed incorporating the existing resources provided by the Council's Anti-Graffiti Team and Litter Wardens, together with streamlined administrative structures in dealing with reported graffiti.   In addition, information about graffiti prevention and awareness forms part of the Council's Environmental Awareness role with both community groups and schools.  Additionally, the Council’s Environmental Awareness team and RAPID co-ordinators also provide support for community applications under Pobal’s Community Graffiti Reduction Programme.

The Litter Warden service also provide a response to complaints of graffiti and where evidence is available the Litter Wardens can initiate prosecutions of offenders under Section 19 of the Litter Pollution Act, 1997 but given the nature of the problem getting evidence can prove difficult.  

As part of the Joint Policing Committee, the Gardai and the Council meet to discuss many issues including graffiti. The Environmental Services has initiated discussions with public utilities companies and An Garda Siochana with a view to developing agreed protocols in jointly tackling graffiti at a local level which will incorporate such action.”
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T/534/08
EMERGENCY MOTION: FLOODING AT KNOCKMORE PARK
It was proposed by An Cathaoirleach Councillor C. Jones and AGREED that in accordance with Standing Orders No. 76 to suspend standing orders to deal with a motion in the name of Councillor C. King:

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor S. Crowe:


“That this Committee in light of recent severe flooding at Knockmore Park calls on the Manager to arrange for an action plan to be drafted immediately to tackle this ongoing and worsening problem which has been causing residents both financial and environmental health difficulties for the past twenty plus years.”


Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King, S. Crowe and C. Jones contributed Mr S Deegan , Senior Executive Engineer responded to queries raised. The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that an update report be circulated to the members and that a Headed Item will issue to next months meeting dealing with Environment Business.
HOUSING  BUSINESS

T/535/08
QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor C Jones, seconded by Councillor M Corr and RESOLVED:
“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, question 1, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/536/08  
DUMPING AT HALTING SITES/GROUP HOUSING SCHEMES IN TALLAGHT  
QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon

"To ask the Manager to report on the number of Council owned dwellings currently unoccupied, the average length of time unoccupied, the reasons, and, given the number of applicants on the List, what action is being taken to minimise the period during which dwellings are unoccupied?"

REPLY:
The average length of time it takes Housing Department to prepare a house for re-let is approximately 12 weeks.

Other houses, depending on the level of repairs required may take a longer time to repair, especially in the case of fire damage or vandalism.

In addition to the above , vacant houses are frequently targeted by anti- social elements and subject to break -in ( despite presence of heavy shuttering ) which further lengthens the period before a house may be released for re -allocation to tenants.

At present Housing Maintenance are repairing (using a combination of direct labour and contractors)  and handing over an average of 2 / 3 houses per week to Housing Allocations Section for re -let to new tenants.

Unfortunately these two /three houses are usually almost immediately replaced by another two or three houses which have become vacant for a variety of reasons and require to be repaired by Housing Maintenance Section.

While there are therefore an average of 80 plus houses vacant in the County at any one time, they are not the same 80 plus houses.  Repairs and allocation of houses are taking place constantly as are surrenders, fire damage, vandalism and abandonments.

Every effort is made by Maintenance Section AND Allocations Section to have houses repaired AND allocated to new tenants as quickly as possible.

It should be noted that it is in the direct and specific interest of Housing Department to turn around and allocate houses in the quickest possible timeframe as to do otherwise results in major additional costs in the provision of security and shuttering and indeed in the re-repair of vandalised houses.

It should also be noted that Allocations Section frequently experience serious difficulties in allocating houses as on occasion persons on the housing waiting list refuse one or more offers of accommodation made to them, this often results in fully repaired houses remaining shuttered and empty while other prospective tenants are sought and offers made.  When a dwelling becomes vacant, Allocations endeavour to source a suitable tenant in order to minimise the vacant period.  To date this year 134 offers on re-let units have been made to tenants and 34 refusals have been received.
  T/537/08
REPORT ON HOUSING CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

Report on housing construction programme 

The 2008 DoEHLG Capital allocation as advised in June 2008 in respect of housing supply in South Dublin County is set out below.

Local Authority :           €75M

Voluntary     :                €7M

Travellers    :                 € 8M

Internal resources:        €12M

 

TOTAL        :               €122M

 

This allocation has been examined in respect of the overall housing construction programme and will be sufficient to permit completion of schemes on site, acquisition of agreed Part V properties and commencement of elements of the planned programme. 

A full and detailed programme is now being made to the Area Committees prior to the full Council in October 2008.   As members will be aware and as indicated above the construction programme is partly funded by the Council's Internal Capital Receipts, (ICR).

 

It is proposed to fund the following schemes in the Tallaght Area Committee area in 2008

 

On going schemes
 

Fortunestown                         110 

Cushlawn                                 14

Greenhills Rd                           8

Kilcarrig 3                                80

Kiltalown                                 27

Ardmore Pt V                          2

Old Court                                20

Avonbeg 4                              7

Fetercairn 2                            33

Castletymon                           32

Stocking Lane RCP                  10

 

To Start 2008
 

Knockmore                              90

 

Part V / Voluntary 
 

Whitestown Way                    35

Springfield                                190

Stocking Lane                           40

 

 

The following schemes will not start this year.

 

Deerpark infill                           8 units

Suncroft                                   10 units 

Rossfield shop                          9 units

Belgard Road Halting Site        10 Bays

Turnpike Halting Site                3 GH

 

It is proposed to start these schemes in 2009
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Mr H. Hogan Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.

Following a discussion to which Councillors J. Neville, C. King, J. Hannon and M. Corr contributed, Mr H. Hogan Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised. The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a Headed Item dealing with the Castletymon scheme would issue to a future meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Housing Business.
T/538/08
REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PROGRAMME

The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“The following is the current position on developments at various stages of delivery throughout the Tallaght Area of the County.

	Scheme
	Type and No. of Units
	Status
	Comments

	Daletree Place 
	10 Group Houses
	Completed & Occupied
	Residents moved into houses in August 2005.

	Belgard Park 
	10 bay RCP
	Completed & Occupied
	Residents moved into houses in August 2005.

	St. Aidan’s Close Brookfield
	5 Group Houses 
	Completed & Occupied
	Families moved in to houses on 3rd May 2006.  

	Hazel Hill, Killinardin
	Group Houses – 5 R.C.P. – 5 Bays
	Completed & Occupied
	Residents moved into scheme in December 2006.

	Fortunestown
	10 Group Houses – 
	Completed & Occupied
	Residents moved into scheme in  Dec. 2006.  

	Stocking Lane
	10-bay RCP
	Pre-construction
	Works commenced delivery expected May 2009

	Rathcoole
	10 GH
	Pre-part 8
	Development delayed pending completion of roadworks. Pre-part 8 drawings being drafted

	Turnpike
	3 GH
	Pre-part 8
	Part 8 report currently being prepared

	Belgard Road
	10 units
	 
	Drawings being prepared by Architects Dept. with view to identifying the extent of the development that can be underaken on the existing site as well as the additional land and access arrangemnts needed to accommodate an extension.  




Mr H Hogan, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.

Following a discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney, M. Corr, K. Warren and C. King contributed Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the Manager write to Tallaght IT regarding concerns raised by the Members.
T/539/08
REPORT ON QUARTERLY STATISTICS FOR ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Report on Social and Affordable Housing

The Councils Housing Strategy, which was prepared in accordance with Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000, was adopted by the Council at its meeting held on 11th June 2001. This Strategy was reviewed and now forms an integral part of the County development Plan 2004-2010, which was adopted by the Council on 10th November 2004. 

The Strategy requires 15% of all residential developments to be reserved for Social/Affordable purposes. The Council has been successful in the delivery of affordable housing under the following initiatives:

(a)  Part V of the Planning & Development Acts 2000 - 2006 (as amended)

(b)  Joint Venture Schemes

(c)  Integrated Area Plans

To date 965 affordable homes have been procured throughout the County.  Of these 428 have been procured and sold on in the Tallaght Area.

The following schedule sets out (a) the location  and number of affordable homes procured to date in the Tallaght Area, (b) a schedule of social/affordable homes to be procured where a Letter of Exchange has issued and/or an Agreement has been reached, (c) location and number of social homes procured to date in the Tallaght Area, (d) a schedule of traveller accommodation homes procured to date in the Tallaght area under Part V of the Planning and Development Acts 2000 – 2006 (as amended) (e) a schedule of voluntary homes procured to date in the Tallaght Area, (f) schedule of developments where a Commencement Notice has been served and negotiations are ongoing with the developer.

Schedule of Affordable Homes procured in the period 2003 – to date.

	 Location
	 Number of Homes
	 Date of Procurement

	The Farm, Balrothery
	3 homes
	 21/09/2004

	 Corner Site bounded by Blessington Road/Belgard Square East
	 8 homes
	 26/11/2004

	 Russell Square, Fortunestown
	 100 homes
	 2004/2005

	 Deerpark, North Kiltipper Road
	 102 homes
	 2004/2005

	 Kiltalown, Jobstown
	 28 homes
	2004/2005

	 Brownsbarn, Kingswood
	4 homes
	21/08/2004

	 Springfield, Tallaght
	 40 homes
	 13/10/2005

	Westend Gate, Tallaght 
	17 homes 
	04/10/2005 

	Loftus Hall, Belgard Square West
	20 homes
	 20/10/2006

	Hunterswood, Ballycullen
	9 homes
	May 2007

	Verschoyle Park
	2 homes
	July 2007

	Deerpark, Kiltipper Road
	18 homes
	July 2007

	Block E, The Belfry
	9 homes
	July/August 2007

	Blackthorn Hill, Rathcoole
	16 homes
	July/August 2007

	Carrigmore/Carrig Court, Fortunestown
	40 homes
	July/August 2007

	The Bungalow, Main Street, Rathcoole
	17 homes
	22/11/2007

	Kingswood Naas Road
	25homes
	April 2008

	Swiftbrook Saggart
	40 homes
	December 2007

	Suncroft Tallaght
	2 homes
	May 2008

	Killinarden Shopping Centre
	3 homes
	April 2008

	Marlfield
	12 homes
	Late 2007 early 2008

	Tallaght Cross, Belgard Square North
	59 homes
	2008

	Former Iceland Site
	27 homes
	Summer 2008

	City West Shopping Centre
	40 homes
	July 2008

	Total
	641
	


 

 (b) Schedule of Social/Affordable Homes to be procured where Letter of Exchange has issued and/or an Agreement has been reached.
   

	Location
	No. of Homes
	Target Completion Date for homes

	 Heathersett, Old Court
	      20
	20 social housing homes still to be delivered – 2008

	Whitestown Way, Tallaght By-Pass
	35
	2008 - Voluntary

	Junction of Greenhills Road and Main Street, Tallaght
	 8
	2008 - Social

	Boherboy Road/Watercross, Saggart
	34
	2008 

	Former Cats & Dogs Home 

Stocking Lane
	120
	2008-2010

	Saggart Lodge, Garters Lane
	6
	2008

	Cookstown Road
	6
	End 2008

	New Bancroft,

Tallaght Greenhills
	19
	2008

	Total
	248
	


 (c) Schedule of Social Homes procured in the period 2004 - to date.
  

	 Location
	 Number of Homes
	 Date of Procurement

	Marlfield
	 27 homes
	 2004

	Daletree
	 8 homes
	 2005

	Daletree
	 24 homes
	 2006

	Daletree
	3 homes
	2007

	Heathersett, Old Court Road
	20 homes
	2007

	 Total
	 82 homes
	 


 
(d) Schedule of Traveller Accommodation Homes procured under Part V of the Planning and Development Acts 2000 – 2006 (as amended)

	 Location
	 Number of Homes
	 Date of Procurement

	Marlfield, Kiltipper
	 5
	 December 2004


(e) Schedule of Voluntary Housing Homes procured under Part V of the Planning and Development Acts, 2000 - 2006 (as amended)
	 Location
	 Number of Homes
	 Date of Procurement

	Loftus Hall, Belgard Square West, Tallaght
	 38
	 January 2007


(f) Schedule of developments where a Commencement Notice has been served and negotiations are ongoing with the developer
	 Location
	Estimated Number of homes for Social/Affordable/voluntary
	Target Completion Date for Homes*

	Tallaght Leisure Centre, Old Bawn Road
	 3 homes
	 March 2007

	Tallaght Retail Unit
	 16 homes
	 2008

	Deerpark
	 34 homes
	 2008

	Tallaght Cross, Belgard Square North
	 76 homes
	 2008

	The Presbytery, Cookstown Road
	2 homes
	2009

	The Bungalow, Main Street, Rathcoole
	 4 homes
	 2008

	Stoney Road, Rathcoole
	34 homes
	2009

	Former Woodies Site, Belgard Square East
	29 homes
	2009

	 Total
	198 homes
	 


* Please note that the foregoing schedule provides an estimate only of homes to be procured pursuant to Part V as no formal agreements have yet been reached with the developers.  Please also note that date of procurement may change due to external factors, outside the control of the Council, e.g. registration of title issue, climatic conditions etc. 

 In addition to the foregoing, there is potential to procure a further 322 (approx.) social/affordable homes in the Tallaght Area on foot of Planning Permissions granted. 

Please find maps attached to the report at the following links:

http://membersnet.sdublincoco.ie/memberscmas/documents/189590_Cookstown%20Road%20loc%20map.pdf
http://membersnet.sdublincoco.ie/memberscmas/documents/189600_Garter%20Lane%20loc%20map.pdf
http://membersnet.sdublincoco.ie/memberscmas/documents/189610_Heathersett%20loc%20map.pdf
http://membersnet.sdublincoco.ie/memberscmas/documents/189620_Jnct%20Main%20St%20&%20Greenhills%20Rd%20loc%20map.pdf
http://membersnet.sdublincoco.ie/memberscmas/documents/189650_Stocking%20Wood,%20former%20Dogs%20&%20Cats%20Home%20loc%20map.pdf
http://membersnet.sdublincoco.ie/memberscmas/documents/189670_Tallaght%20Greenhills%20loc%20map.pdf
http://membersnet.sdublincoco.ie/memberscmas/documents/189680_Whitestown%20Way%20loc%20map.pdf
http://membersnet.sdublincoco.ie/memberscmas/documents/189870_Slade%20Road,%20Boherboy%20Road_Garyaron.jpg”
Ms M. O’Shaughnessy, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report. 

Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Corr, C. King, M. Murphy, J. Hannon, J. Neville and S. Crowe contributed Ms. M. O’Shaughnessy, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED.
T/540/08
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/541/08
CORRESPONDENCE
Letter dated 15th July 2008 sent to the PRTB regarding Motion passed at the Meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee (1) on 16th June 2008  which was circulated was NOTED.
T/542/08
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/543/08
THE "ECO HOUSE" IN DEERPARK ESTATE
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor C. Jones: 

"That this Committee calls on the Manager, to provide a detailed report on why the "eco house" in Deerpark Estate is still lying vacant four years after its construction and that the full cost of security on this house be provided as part of this report".

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“The Eco-house(5 bed) was constructed in Deerpark on lands owned by South Dublin County Council.  The house was completed in late 2006 and handed to the Council.  The house was to be donated to the Christina Noble Children's Foundation (CNCF) but when completed there was a large sum owing to craftsmen and sub contractors despite the materials and most of the consturction being donated.  The CNFC were unable to fund this cost at that time and it was intended that the CNCF were to apply for status as an approved housing body to address start-up and ongoing funding needs.  This application was never made despite repeated requests to the Foundation by the Council.

In May 2007 the Eco- house was vandalised whereby doors and windows were damaged.  The Council acted to secure the property and carry out any repairs and in this regard has incurred costs in the region of €122,000 to date.
Following subsequent discussions with CNCF it was agreed that the House would become a childcare centre and training facility for childcare workers in conjunction with An Cosan and their emerging Fledgling service.  The Council agreed that we would accommodate such a facility between the 2 bodies.  To this end a  in December 2007  a planning application was lodged for a change of use of the existing dwelling from residential to a creche facility together with associated site works.  On the 17th January  2008 planning permission was granted.
Efforts were made from that date to transfer the house to CNFC/An Cosan but without success.
An Cosan have indicated that the funding needed for the facility is in place for 2009 and a meeting has been arranged with all the interested parties to agree a legal method of passing the house to the CNFC and An Cosan in order to provide the child care facility that has been agreed.  The question of costs will form part of the discussions.”
Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King, S. Crowe, H. Hannon and E. Maloney contributed  Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED.
T/544/08
THE CUSHLAWN REFURBISHMENT PROGRAMME
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Cllr. M. Corr:

"That this Committee calls on the Manager to update the Committee on progress of the current phase of the Cushlawn Refurbishment programme and to state what knowledge the Council has in terms of the funding of the completion of the refurbishment of the Estate"

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“By letter dated 21st February, 2007, the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government conveyed overall budget cost approval for Phase two of the Refurbishment Programme in the sum of €10.08m. Phase two of the programme consists of the refurbishment of 97 dwellings in Cushlawn Estate, Tallaght, and 100 dwellings in Shancastle/Greenfort, Clondalkin. 

Contractors are currently onsite and delivering the refurbishment works in the designated estates. Works commenced in Cushlawn in the autumn of 2007. All of the tenants involved have been contacted and notified of the works to be carried out, an indication of start dates and the likely duration of the works. The following is the general scope of refurbishment works to be carried out as required in each case:
· A full electrical upgrade 

· Plumbing repairs 

· Upgrade of heating systems 

· New windows and exterior doors 

· Repairs to internal doors and skirtings, floorboards and stairs 

· Plastering repairs to internal walls and ceilings 

· External and limited internal painting and decor 

· New fitted kitchen 

· New vinyl floor covering in bathroom and kitchen 

· Limited wall tiling above worktop in kitchen and splash-backs in bathroom 

· New fire surround and hearth in living room, removal of kitchen fireplace and hearth 

· Cavity wall and attic insulation 

· Rear post and plank fencing or wall repairs 

· Front and side boundary repairs 

· Side passage gates and replacement of fuel shed doors and some roofs

The works being carried out in Phase 2 differ from those in Phase 1 in two key respects:

1. Contract Type

Phase 1 of the Refurbishment Programme was a direct labour/subcontractor based project, with the Council being responsible for the co-ordination of the various trades, security and health and safety issues. Phase 2 of the Refurbishment Programme has 2 main contractors, one based in Quarryvale and one based in Cushlawn. The contractor has responsibility for co-ordinating all trades, security and health and safety on site and the contractor is the project supervisor. This allows a more efficient and reliable delivery of the project and provides assurances in relation to defects liabilities.

2. Scope of Works

While the scope of works in Phase 2 is mostly similar to those in Phase 1, there are some differences. In respect of the replacement of windows and doors, the works carried out in Phase 2 complies with the Building Regulations issued in 2005 and the regulations in respect of Means of Escape/Fire Safety issued in 2006. These regulations were not in force for Phase 1 of the Refurbishment Programme. The current specification being used in Phase 2 is the specification being used in the Council's Windows and Door Upgrade/Replacement Programme which is being rolled out throughout the county. These specifications allow for a new aluminium frame with double glazing being fitted onto the existing window frame where possible. Where the window frame is beyond repair, a complete aluminium replacement window is installed.

The completion of the Council's Accelerated Gas Fired Central Heating Programme in 2006 resulted in all Council homes being fitted with central heating. The main mechanical element of the works in Phase 2 concentrates on the upgrading/replacement of heating systems installed by tenants.

Progress in Cushlawn Refurbishment: 

To date, 46 homes in Cushlawn Park are at practical completion. All of those homes that are included in Phase 2 have been inspected and surveyed. Phase 2 Refurbishment Programme is Cushlawn is progressing satisfactorily and is scheduled for completion mid 2009. 

Funding of Future Phases:

The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government have advised by way of Circular Letter N11/2008 dated 28th August 2008 that it is making €50 million available nationally for Remedial Works Schemes starting in 2009. The Council's Architectural Services Department have been instructed to draw up a project brief to apply for funding for the next phase of the Council's Refurbishment Programme in both Cushlawn and Greenfort/Shancastle. When the Council has been advised that it has been successful in securing funding, a detailed programme of works will be put together.”  
Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King and S. Crowe contributed Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED.

PARKS  BUSINESS

T/545/08
QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor C Jones, seconded by Councillor M Corr and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 2 - 8, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/546/08 
GREEN SPACE IN FRONT OF ELY CRESCENT
QUESTION: Councillor C. Jones

"To ask the manager if there are plans to fence off the green space in front of Ely Crescent in the event that a bus parking bay is not located there? To further ask that if there are currently no plans that the manager will consider such a request?"

REPLY:

Roads Department have reported that they have ongoing discussions with Dublin Bus in respect of the exact location of the provision of a bus parking bay in this area. When the location of the parking bay has been agreed the matter of securing the boundary will be considered in conjunction with the Roads Department.

T/547/08
NATIONAL ARCHERY RANGE IN TALLAGHT
QUESTION: Councillor E. Maloney

"To ask the Manager for an up-date on the provision of a National Archery Range in Tallaght, as proposed by the Greenhills Archery Club?"

REPLY:

A meeting was held with representatives of Greenhills Archers in June to discuss their proposals. 
It was agreed that the council would examine the parks in the Tymon District to see if a suitable temporary site could be provided initially for use by the club, having regards to the requirements of the sport and public safety. 

This process is still ongoing and it is expected that a shortlist of possible sites will be available for discussion within the next month. In the longer term, the club is looking for a permanent facility which is a separate exercise.

T/548/08
THE REMOVAL OF THE BRANCHES WHICH ARE DAMAGING REAR WALLS 

QUESTION: Councillor E. Maloney

"To ask the Manager to arrange the removal of the branches which are damaging the rear walls at *details supplied the bottom of the green-open-space?"                                   

REPLY:

The Parks Department will arrange the removal of these branches as part of the forth-coming Arboricultural Programme, which commences in November.
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T/549/08
PLANTING OF A NUMBER OF TREES ON TREE PARK ROAD
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

" To ask the Manager to have arranged the planting of a number of trees on the grass verges on Tree Park Road as one travels from Kilnamanagh Community Centre to Dunnes Stores Shopping Centre?.

REPLY:
The location will be inspected and considered for planting as part of the 2008/09 Arboricultural Programme.

T/550/08
PRUNE THE TREES AT *DETAILS SUPPLIED
QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren

"To ask the manager if he would give an undertaking to prune the trees at *details supplied, given the fact that this resident has asked South Dublin Parks Department that this work be done for many years and if he will make a statement on the matter?"

REPLY:

The location will be inspected and considered for pruning works as part of the 2008/09 Arboricultural Programme.
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T/551/08
WALKWAY AT THE END OF TAMARISK LAWNS LEADING ONTO ELMCASTLE

QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren

“To ask the Manager if the walkway at the end of Tamarisk Lawns leading onto Elmcastle in Kilnamanagh will once again be cleaned up as the amount of glass and debris at this location has accumulated again, and if the adjoining bushes etc. can be cut back and scaled down, and if he can make a statement on the matter?”

REPLY:

The location has been inspected and the necessary cleaning and pruning works will be undertaken within the next two weeks.

T/552/08
DEBRIS BEHIND THE NEWLY BUILT WALL AT BANCROFT CRESCENT

Bottom of Form

 QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren

"To ask the Manager to immediately remove all of the concrete debris that has been left behind the newly built wall at Bancroft Crescent and, given the fact that this has been left in this position for quite some time, and also the fact that it is being used for missile throwing etc., can he give a firm commitment that this area will be cleaned up?"

REPLY:

The debris will be removed from this location within the next two weeks.
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T/553/08
THE PROGRESS OF WORKS ON KILININNY TOWER
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“1.0 Introduction 
1.1 Location
Killininny Tower is located within the housing estate of Oldcourt Manor, off the Killininny / Scholarstown Link Road, Tallaght. It is in a ruinous state and enclosed by palisade fencing on the public open space.
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Figure 1 Site location map
1.2 History of the Site
Killininny Tower dates from earlier than 1600. The standing remains indicate a multi-phase building. Previous excavations to the south, west and north have indicated an extensive formally landscaped area consistent with a walled garden or orchard and a possible lawn area with occasional small structures.  
1.3 Appearance
The site appears as the remains of probably a two-storey rectangular structure measuring approximately 18.9 x 8.5 metres with steeply pitched gables and a tower in the southwest corner. 
1.4 Materials
The building is composed of random rubble calp masonry with roughly dressed mainly granite quoins.
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Figure 2 Western elevation Photograph taken March 2007
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Figure 3 Eastern elevation Photograph taken March 2007 
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Figure 4 Tower Photograph taken March 2007

1.5 Designation
1.5.1 Recorded Monument
The site is designated as a Recorded Monument as per the Record of Monuments and Places, Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government; site DU-022-047. 
1.5.2 Protected Structure
The site is also designated as a Protected Structure as per the Record of Protected Structures, South Dublin Co. Co., Development Plan 2004-2010 and Schedule 2 record of protected structures RPS Ref. 350; Killininny; Ecclesiastical Remains, Stone Church [Ruin] & Graveyard 

1.5.3 Licence for Works
It is a legal requirement to seek the written consent of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government under Section 14 of the National monuments act 1930, as amended by Section 5 of the National Monuments (Amendment) Act 2004 in advance of carrying out any works on a recorded monument.

2.0 Works to Date 
In 2004 the Parks & Landscape Services Department commissioned a report by Mr. Jason Bolton, Conservation Consultant. The purpose of the report was to evaluate the condition of the structure and its immediate surroundings and to make recommendations for consolidation and preservation of the remaining building.  
In summer 2005 work was undertaken within the tower enclosure in accordance with recommendations of the Conservation Consultants report. The work involved excavation of an above ground level spoil mound adjacent to the tower. It was carried out under supervision of the Conservation Consultant who reported findings to Mr. Chris Corlett, Archeologist for Dublin Region, Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government. All useable stone and brick was carefully sorted and stockpiled on site. The licencing section of the DoEHLG advised that Ministerial consent was not required as the works did not involve below ground level excavations.

Work also involved the removal of overgrown vegetation from around the tower base allowing the structure to be visible and to reduce the threat of ongoing antisocial behavior and vandalism of the structure. This work was also carried out under supervision of the Conservation Consultant. 

See Appendix No. 2 - Archaeological Monitoring by Mr. Jason Bolton, Sept. 2005 
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Figure 5 View of enclosure with sorted stone and brick 

Photograph taken March 2007

2006 
In 2006 to facilitate conservation and restoration works of re-instatement, re-pointing and capping of wall sections, a mortar analysis was commissioned from the Conservation Consultant to ensure that new lime mortar was compatible with the original lime mortar.  

In addition, the Parks Department commissioned a report and examination of the structure by an Engineer & Historic Buildings Consultant. This examination revealed an initial and immediate requirement to temporarily take down the unstable upper section of the tower and to stabilize the entire structure so as to make it safe prior to the commencement of any conservation and restoration works. 

The report outlined a possible procedure of how the works should be carried out and recommended that a contractor experienced in such works carry them out.  
Danger and Keep Out warning signage was renewed. Repairs were also carried out to the enclosing palisade fence.  
2007
In 2007, an application for grant assistance, under the Civic Structures Conservation Grants Scheme 2007, was made to the DoEHLG and a grant of 30,000 was awarded towards the cost of restoration works. The allocation was made in May 2007 on the understanding that conservation works would be completed, appropriately certified and claimed from the Department before the end of November 2007.  
The proposed works included taking down the unstable upper section of the tower and stabilising and supporting the walls with the agreement of the Councils Conservation Officer. As these works required the consent of the Minister, an application for a licence was made to the DoEHLG. However, a section of the tower collapsed in October 2007 before a licence had been issued for the work. The remaining part of the tower was taken down under advice from the Conservation Officer. As it had not been possible to carry out any restoration works before the end of November, the grant could not be drawn down.  
2008
In early 2008, additional security fencing was installed around the boundary of the site to provide an area for a restoration works compound and to enhance public safety. As the structure, particularly the remains of the tower, are currently in an unstable condition, the signage and fencing are monitored on an ongoing basis and repaired or replaced as necessary. 
A consultant Conservation Architect has been requested by the Parks Department to prepare a detailed tender specification and documentation to enable the Council to seek by public tender a contractor with the necessary skills and expertise to undertake the restoration project. This process is currently ongoing. 
3.0 Proposed Conservation & Restoration Works 
As this is a conservation and restoration project, it is the intention of the Parks & Landscape Services Department that the principles of conservation will underlie all works on site. Principles to include: minimum intervention, repair rather than replace, honesty of repair, use of appropriate materials and methods and reversibility of alterations. 

Phase 1:
1. Stability: 
A) Temporary removal of unstable upper section of tower to make structure safe in order facilitate works sequence:

- Propping & stabilization
- Walls
- Internal structures & features 

N.B. Upon propping and stabilization all removed stone will be re-instated to upper section of tower using correct methods and materials. 
B) Propping and stabilization to make structure stable -

Reduce risk of collapse, weathering, fire, vandalism, unauthorised access and to make safe in order to facilitate carrying out of conservation & restoration works. 
Phase 2: 
1. Walls: 
Removal of previous concrete block work and cement plaster repairs, replacement with original stone located on site and re-pointing & re-capping using lime mortar.

Re-instate upper section of tower using original stone & lime mortar. 
2. Internal Structure & Features: 
Conservation of internal tower ceiling and stucco cornicing.

Following the report by Mr. Dermot Nolan, dated Oct. 2006, it is proposed that the works be tendered and carried out in two consecutive phases by qualified specialists with previous experience. As the structure is a Recorded Monument, any proposed works will require the written Ministerial consent as per Section 14 of The National Monuments Act 1930 (as amended by Section 5 of The National Monuments (Amendment) Act 2004).  

It is proposed that any works will also be carried out under the supervision of the following:

Parks & Landscape Services Department, South Dublin Co. Co. 

Conservation Officer, South Dublin Co. Co. 

Consultant Conservation Architect. 

Chartered Engineer with relevant expertise in this area. 
4.0 Recommendation & Cost Estimate 
The project involves considerable cost for which substantial funding is required. The Parks Department has provisionally estimated the cost to be in the region of 230,000. The estimate is based upon provisional quotations received.  
The following is a breakdown:

Phase 1:
	Item
	Work Description
	Cost
Estimate

	Stabilise existing structure
	Temporary removal of unstable upper section of tower.  Propping & stabilization to make structure stable to enable restoration works to proceed.

Sub total 
	



110,000 


 Phase 2:
	Walls



Tower

Internal Structure and Features
	Removal of previous concrete block work & cement plaster repairs, replacement with original stone located on site.

Re-pointing & re-capping using lime mortar.  

Re-instatement of upper section of tower using original stone & lime mortar.

Conservation of internal tower ceiling & stucco cornicing. 

Site clean and tidy up to make safe/good. 

Sub total
	










120,000

	 
	Total
	230,000


Possible sources for funding identified are:

Civic Structures Conservation Grants Scheme (maximum 50,000) 

Parks Works Programme. 

It is clear that a considerable funding shortfall arises for which there is no immediate source is identifiable.

In the short term, no further work can be carried out on Kilininny Tower until the following matters are addressed:

Appointment of consultant Conservation Architect. 

Appointment of Chartered Engineer with expertise in this area. 

Preparation of detailed tender and specification 

Finance for the works 

Written consent of the Minister to proceed with works which will result in a stabilised ruin. 

In light of the present financial circumstances, it is proposed to defer the appointment of consultants until the budgetary position for 2009 is clarified through the Estimates process.”
 
Following a discussion to which Cllrs. C. Jones, J. Hannon and M. Murphy contributed Mr. B. Sheehan, Senior Parks Superintendent, responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that an update report be available at December meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting dealing with Parks Business.
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T/554/08
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/555/08
CORRESPONDENCE
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/556/08
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/557/08
TREES LOCATED ON POS EAST OF FIRHOUSE COMMUNITY CENTRE
It was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon, seconded by Councillor C. Jones: 
That action be taken to radically cut back the trees located on POS east of Firhouse Community Centre, as, in their current state, anti-social activity is being facilitated.

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“The Parks Department will arrange to have the trees and hedgerows located on the POS east of Firhouse Community Centre cut back and pruned in order to help alleviate the problem with anti-social behaviour at this location.

The Parks Department will also liaise with the local community Garda in order to discourage people from congregating on the open space at night.”
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Following a contribution from Councillor J. Hannon the report was NOTED.

T/558/08
A FULL-TIME PARK-WARDEN AT WATERGATE PARK
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor  C. Jones:

That this Committee supports the provision of a full-time Park-Warden at Watergate Park, Tallaght..

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was NOTED: 

“The full Warden/Park Ranger service provided by the Parks Department is spread over the 3 Parks districts – Corkagh, Tymon and Esker.  There are currently a total of 16 Park Rangers employed and they perform an educational, supervisory and security role in relation to the existing County Council Parks and open spaces. The Park known locally as Watergate Park is located within the Corkagh District. 

The Parks Department has attempted to deal with the ongoing problem of anti-social and criminal activity taking place in some of the parks and open spaces under its control. In this regard, a number of years ago the Park Ranger service across the county was rationalized on an area basis and the base headquarters for the Corkagh District Park Rangers was transferred to Corkagh Park. 

Since this rationalization took place it has been decided for to keep a daily presence of general maintenance staff in the park, who are engaged in ongoing litter control and general maintenance works and this provides important additional day-time security for park users. The Park Rangers from Corkagh also visit the Park at least once a day and concentrate their activities near the fountain area and at the pedestrian over bridge leading to the Square Shopping Centre, where anti-social/criminal activity is most prevalent.  Further improvements are also underway in relation to extending the CCTV coverage in the Park. 

It is accepted that the provision of a full-time Park Ranger service in the park would be highly desirable, particularly in the context of the development of the new Children’s Playground, which is shortly to be commenced on site. Unfortunately this is not possible, at least in the short term, in view of the financial and other restrictions under which the County Council must now operate.” 
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Councillor  E. Maloney requested that the motion be RE-ENTERED on the Agenda for the next meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Parks Department.

COMMUNITY  BUSINESS

T/559/08
QUESTIONS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading
T/560/08
APPLICATION FOR GRANTS


The  following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Applications for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the ogranisations listed below. Payment of these grants to these organisations, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	GF 1740
	Tallaght Festival Band
	Equipment Grant
	25/05/08
	€3,000

	GF 1722
	Kilnamanagh AFC
	Volunteer Training Grant
	14/04/08
	€1,000

	GF1754
	Tallaght Senior Citizens Club
	Upgrading of Single Interest Facilities
	04/07/08
	€8,000

	GF 1767
	Fettercairn Youth Horse Project
	Equipment Grant
	13/08/08
	€3,000

	GF1766
	Jobstown All Weather Facilities Ltd.,
	Upgrading of Single Interest Facilities
	13/08/08
	€10,000

	GF 1765
	Fettercairn Youth Football Club
	Start Up Costs for Community Groups
	13/08/08
	€1,000


 

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	GF 1728
	Jobstown Community Centre
	IT Networking & Administration Grant
	01/05/08
	€1,000

	GF 1768
	Jobstown Community Centre
	Employment Grant for New or Existing Community Centre
	14/08/08
	€30,000

	GF 1774
	Fettercairn Community & Youth Centre
	Equipment Grant
	27/08/08
	€3,000

	GF1764
	Killinarden Community Council
	Equipment Grant
	12/08/08
	€3,000

	GF1779
	Scout Ireland 168th St. Aengus
	Upgrading of Single Interest Facility
	03/09/08
	€8,000


 

 
Application for Grant (Arts Act 2003)
Application for  grants under the Council’s Arts Scheme has been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	Agf 656
	Ballet Ireland
	Production in Civic Theatre
	4/6/08
	€2000


 

Contribution
 A Contribution is being made to the following groups-

 

	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	Dublin County Choir
	For continued Professional development
	5/6/08
	€400

	Fiona Reilly
	Cost towards exhibition
	20/6/08
	€100

	Firhouse Community College
	Cost of art project for Transititon year students
	7/7/08
	€900
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Mr. B. Coman, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.  Following a contribution from Councillor C. King Mr. B.Coman, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries made.  

It was proposed by Cllr. C. Jones, seconded by Cllr. C. King and RESOLVED:

"That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report"

T/561/08
LIBRARY/ NEW EVENTS

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

September 2008

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Castletymon
	Exhibition - History of Printing from the National Print Museum
	Month of September

	
	Display of Adult Education and Evening Class Information
	Month of September

	
	English for Foreign Nationals.  All Welcome.
	Resumes Monday 15th September at 10am

	
	Improvers Irish Conversation Class.  Booking Necessary
	Resumes Tuesday 30th  September at 10am

	
	Book Club

All Welcome.
	Resumes Tuesday 30th September at 11am

	
	Computer Class

Booking Necessary.
	Wednesdays from 10am – 12pm.

	
	Spanish Conversation Group.  All Welcome.
	Resumes in September Fridays at 10am

	
	Junior Book Club for 7 – 10 year olds.  All welcome.
	Tuesday 9th & 23rd September at 3.30pm

	
	Story time for 3-6 year olds.

All Welcome.
	Wednesdays at 3.30pm

	
	Arts and Crafts with Sinead for 8 – 12 year olds.

Booking Necessary
	Thursdays at 3.30pm

	
	Tour of Library and Storytime.  Booking necessary
	Thursday Mornings.


September 2008

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Tallaght
	Oidhreacht 2008 Heritage Photographic Competition: Digital display of winning photos in Tallaght library.
	Month of September

	
	Art Exhibition - Philipina 


	September 1st - 29th

	
	Irish Conversation
Booking essential
	Mondays at 10.30am



	
	Spanish Conversation
Booking essential
	Tuesdays at 6.30pm



	
	Computer Classes
Booking essential
	Tuesdays 7pm - 9pm

	
	Computer Classes
Booking essential
	Wednesdays 11am-1pm

	
	English Conversation

Booking essential
	Wednesdays 

Beginners 5pm

Intermediate 6.30pm

	
	Tracing your Family Roots

A day long workshop with Ruth Lawlor.  Booking essential
	Saturday 6th September from 10.30am - 4pm

	
	Exhibition - Irish Life and Lore
	8th – 30th September 

	
	Launch of “Drinking the colour Blue”  By Eileen Casey This will be launched by Dermot Bolger
	Tuesday 9th September at 7pm

	
	Launch of Audio version of

“If those trees could speak” Followed by a talk with Frank Tracy
	Thursday 11th September at 7.30pm

	
	Lunchtime Salsa Dance class with Hilary Clarke 6 week course.  Booking essential
	Begins Wednesday 17th September at 1pm

	
	History & Heritage Month Book Launch: Bumps in the Fields and Crumbling walls: Field Archaeology for Sunday Afternoons by Jermann Geissel.  All welcome!
	Wednesday 24th September at 7.30pm

	
	Digital Photography Course with Podge Kelly.

Booking essential
	Begins Thursday 25th September at 6.30pm

	
	Exhibitions - 100 Years of St. Endas
	August 25th – 30th September 


	
	Polish for beginners
Booking essential
	Fridays at 10.30am




Mr. I. Stobbart, A/County Librarian, summarised the report.

Following a discussion to which Cllrs. J. Neville and C. King contributed Mr. I. Stobbart, A/County Librarian responded to queries raised.  The Members commended the Manager on the opportunities that are now available in the new library. The report was NOTED.

T/562/08
NEW WORKS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/563/08
CORRESPONDENCE
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/564/08
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

The Meeting concluded at 5.30 p.m.
Siniú:
______________________

Dáta:
________________

An Cathaoirleach







