COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 8th September 2008.


	PRESENT 


	Councillors
	Councillors

	Ardagh, M.
	King, C.

	Brophy, C.
	Lahart, J.

	Corr, M.
	Maloney, E.

	Corrigan, D.
	McDermott, T.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Murphy, M.

	Daly, J.
	Neville, J.

	Delaney, T.
	O’Connell, G.

	Dowds, R.
	O’Connor, S.

	Gilligan, T.
	Ridge, T.

	Hannon, J.
	Walsh, E.

	Jones, C.
	Warren, K.

	Keane, C.
	

	Keating, D.
	


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan 

	Directors / Heads of Function


	T. Doherty, F. Coffey, A. Jacob, F. Nevin, J. Quinlivan, B. Coman

	Senior Executive Officers
	M. Maguire, E. O’Gorman

	Administrative Officer
	J. Kilgarriff

	Senior Staff Officer
	J. Kelly

	A/Senior Staff Officer
	T. Fallon

	A/Staff Officer
	B. Gorman

	A/Assistant Staff Officer
	C. Duff

	IT Support
	C. Whelan

	
	


An apology for inability to attend was received from Councillor E. Tuffy.

The Mayor, Councillor M. Corr presided.

(C/0330/08) CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES
a) Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 14th July 2008 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.

(C/0331/08)
FILLING OF VACANCIES ON VARIOUS COMMITTEES FOLLOWING CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLOR DOROTHY CORRIGAN

The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms. M. Maguire, Senior Executive Officer and was CONSIDERED:


“Following the co-option of Councillor D. Corrigan on 14th July 2008 to fill the vacancy 
caused due to the death of Cllr Billy Gogarty (RIP) a number of vacancies exist on the 
following committees/statutory bodies previously held by Cllr Gogarty:
· Transportation Strategic Policy Committee 

· Economic Development (incl Planning and Development) Strategic Policy 
Committee 

· Sports, Recreation, Community Development and Parks Strategic Policy 
Committee 

·  Dublin Mid-Leinster Regional Health Forum 

· Liffey Valley Management Advisory Committee


It is a matter for the Council to appoint replacement(s) to the above positions and this is 
now before the Members for consideration”.
Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee 

It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and AGREED:

“That Ms. Dorothy Corrigan fill the vacancy on the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee following the death of Councillor B. Gogarty.”

Transportation Strategic Policy Committee 
It was proposed by Councillor S. O’Connor, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and AGREED:

“That Councillor D. Corrigan fill the vacancy on the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee”.

Economic Development (incl Planning and Development) Strategic Policy Committee 
It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and AGREED:

“That Councillor D. Corrigan fill the vacancy on the Economic Development (incl Planning and Development) Strategic Policy Committee.”
Sports, Recreation, Community Development and Parks Strategic Policy Committee
It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and AGREED:

“That Councillor D. Corrigan fill the vacancy on the Sports, Recreation, Community Development and Parks Strategic Policy Committee.”
Dublin Mid-Leinster Regional Health Forum 

It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and AGREED:

“That Councillor D. Corrigan fill the vacancy on the Dublin Mid-Leinster Regional Health Forum.”
Liffey Valley Management Advisory Committee
It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and AGREED:

“That Councillor D. Corrigan fill the vacancy on the Liffey Valley Management Advisory Committee.”
(C/0332/08)
a)  FILLING OF CASUAL VACANCY ON SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL IN ACCORDANCE WITH S.19 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2001 FOLLOWING RESIGNATION OF CLLR. ALAN MCGAUGHEY

The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms. M. Maguire, Senior Executive Officer and was CONSIDERED:


“By letter dated 23rd June 2008 Cllr. Alan McGaughey tendered his resignation from the 
Council in accordance with Section 18 of the Local Government Act, 2001, with 
effect from 22nd August 2008.


 Section 19 of the Local Government Act 2001 provides that a casual vacancy shall 
be filled by the co-option by the local authority of a person to fill the vacancy and such 
co-option shall be made at the next meeting of the local authority after the expiration of 
14 days from the occurrence of the vacancy or as soon after the expiration of the 14 
days as circumstances permit.

 
Mr. Tony Delaney has been duly nominated by The Progressive Democrats, being the 
registered political party who nominated Cllr. McGaughey for cooption and in accordance 
with Section 19(5) Mr. Delaney's written consent to his proposed co-option has been 
received.


 Members are required to ratify the co-option of Mr. Delaney at today’s meeting.”

Following a brief introduction, it was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor J. Daly and AGREED:

“That Mr. Tony Delaney fill the casual vacancy on South Dublin County Council following the resignation of Councillor A. McGaughey.”

The Mayor Councillor M. Corr welcomed Cllr. Delaney to the Chamber and wished him well on his co-option.

Congratulations and good wishes were extended to Councillor Delaney by:
Councillor C. Keane on behalf of the Progressive Democrats; Councillors J. Daly and J. Hannon on behalf of FF; Councillor E. Maloney on behalf of Labour; Councillor T. McDermott on behalf of the Green Party, S. O’Connor on behalf of Sinn Fein and Councillors T. Ridge and R. Dowds, fellow Clondalkin Members.
The Manager, on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff of South Dublin County Council welcomed Councillor Delaney and wished him well as he took up his role as Councillor.

Councillor T. Delaney, thanked the Members and the Manager for their good wishes and took his seat in the Chamber.
b) FILLING OF VACANCIES ON VARIOUS COMMITTEES / STATUTORY BODIES
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms. M. Maguire, Senior Executive Officer and was CONSIDERED:


“Following the co-option of Councillor T. Delaney to fill the vacancy caused by the 
resignation of Cllr McGaughey a number of vacancies exist on the following 
committees/statutory bodies previously held by Cllr McGaughey:

· Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee 

· Transportation Strategic Policy Committee 

· Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education and Libraries Strategic Policy Committee 

· Sports, Recreation, Community Development and Parks Strategic Policy 
Committee 

· Liffey Valley Management Advisory Committee


It is a matter for the Council to appoint a replacement to each of the above positions 
and this is now before the Members for consideration.”  

Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee 

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor C. Jones and AGREED:
“That Mr. Tony Delaney fill the vacancy on the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee following the resignation of Councillor A. McGaughey”.
Transportation Strategic Policy Committee 

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor C. Jones and AGREED:

“That Mr. Tony Delaney fill the vacancy on the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee following the resignation of Councillor A. McGaughey”.
Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education and Libraries Strategic Policy Committee 

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor C. Jones and AGREED:

 “That Councillor T. Delaney fill the vacancy on the Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education and Libraries Strategic Policy Committee following the resignation of Councillor A. McGaughey”.
Sports, Recreation, Community Development and Parks Strategic Policy Committee 

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor C. Jones and AGREED:

“That Councillor T. Delaney fill the vacancy on Sports, Recreation, Community Development and Parks Strategic Policy Committee following the resignation of Councillor A. McGaughey”.
Liffey Valley Management Advisory Committee
It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor C. Jones and AGREED:

“That Mr. Tony Delaney fill the vacancy on Liffey Valley Management Advisory Committee following the resignation of Councillor A. McGaughey.”

 (C/0333/08)
a) FILLING OF CASUAL VACANCY ON SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL IN ACCORDANCE WITH S.19 OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2001 FOLLOWING RESIGNATION OF  CLLR. MARK DALY
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms. M. Maguire, Senior Executive Officer and was CONSIDERED:


“By letter dated 19th August 2008 Cllr. Mark Daly, Sinn Fein has tendered his resignation 
from the Council in accordance with Section 18 of the Local Government Act, 2001, 
with effect from 22nd August 2008.


 Section 19 of the Local Government Act 2001 provides that a casual vacancy shall 
be filled by the co-option by the local authority of a person to fill the vacancy and such 
co-option shall be made at the next meeting of the local authority after the expiration of 
14 days from the occurrence of the vacancy or as soon after the expiration of the 14 
days as circumstances permit.


 Mr. Sean Crowe has been duly nominated by Sinn Fein, being the registered political 
party who nominated Cllr. Daly for election and in accordance with Section 19(5) Mr. 

Crowe's written consent to his proposed co-option has been received.


 Members are required to ratify the co-option of Mr. Crowe at today’s meeting.” 
Ms. M. Maguire, Senior Executive Officer explained that Mr. Sean Crowe was unable to attend the meeting but having received his party nomination and his letter of acceptance it was in order to proceed with the co-option.

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and AGREED:

“That Mr. Sean Crowe fill the casual vacancy on South Dublin County Council following the resignation of Councillor M. Daly.”
The Mayor then invited former Councillor Mark Daly to address the chamber.  Mr. Daly paid tribute to the Council and complimented management and staff on all their achievements over the last 10 years.  He thanked the Mayor, Members, Management and Staff, Sinn Fein Party and his wife and family for their support during his terms of office. 
Congratulations and best wishes on his resignation were extended to Councillor Daly and his family by Councillors M. Corr, C. King, E. Maloney, J. Neville, J. Hannon, T. Ridge, C. Keane, G. O’Connell, J. Daly, T. McDermott, D. Keating, S. O’Connor, C. Jones and K. Warren.

Mr. J. Horan, Manager and Mr. T. Doherty, Deputy Manager also extended their best wishes on behalf of Management and staff.

b) FILLING OF VACANCIES ON VARIOUS COMMITTEES/ STATUTORY BODIES 
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms. M. Maguire, Senior Executive Officer and was CONSIDERED:

“Following the co-option of Councillor Sean Crowe to fill the vacancy caused by 
the 
resignation of Cllr Mark Daly a number of vacancies exist on the following 
committees/statutory bodies previously held by Cllr Daly:

· Tallaght Area Committee 

· Economic Development (incl Planning and Development) Strategic Policy 
Committee 

· Sports, Recreation, Community Development and Parks Strategic Policy 
Committee 

· Dublin Regional Authority 

· Tallaght Community Arts Centre 

· Tourism Task Force

 
It is a matter for the Council to appoint a replacement(s) to the above positions and this
is now before the Members for consideration.”
Tallaght Area Committee 

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor S. O’Connor and AGREED:

“That Mr. Sean Crowe fill the vacancy on Tallaght Area Committee following the resignation of Councillor M. Daly.”

Economic Development (incl Planning and Development) Strategic Policy Committee 

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and AGREED:

“That Mr. Sean Crowe fill the vacancy on the Economic Development (incl. Planning and Development) Strategic Policy Committee following the resignation of Councillor M. Daly.”

Sports, Recreation, Community Development and Parks Strategic Policy Committee 

It was proposed by Councillor S. O’Connor, seconded by Councillor C. Jones and AGREED:

“That Mr. Cathal King fill the vacancy on the Sports, Recreation, Community Development and Parks Strategic Policy Committee.” 
Dublin Regional Authority 

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Corr   and AGREED:

“That Mr. Sean Crowe fill the vacancy on the Dublin Regional Authority following the resignation of Councillor M. Daly.”

Tallaght Community Arts Centre 

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and AGREED:

“That Mr. Sean Crowe fill the vacancy on the Tallaght Community Arts Centre following the resignation of Councillor M. Daly.”

Tourism Task Force

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Corr    and AGREED:

“That Mr. Sean Crowe fill the vacancy on the Tourism Task Force following the resignation of Councillor M. Daly.”
(C/0334/08) 
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRPERSONS TO STRATEGIC POLICY 
COMMITTEES
The following reports, which had been circulated, were presented by Ms. M. Maguire, Senior Executive Officer and was CONSIDERED:

a)  Appointment of Chairperson to the Housing & Social Development Strategic Policy Committee

“Councillor M. Corr has indicated her intention to resign her position as Chairperson of 
the Housing and Social Development SPC.   In accordance with the SPC Standing 
Orders the Chairperson shall be selected by the 
County Council. It is now a matter for 
the Council to consider the appointment of a new Chairperson to this Committee.


Link to SPC scheme and Standing Orders.”
It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and AGREED:

“That Councillor E. Maloney be appointed to the position of Chairperson of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee.”
b) Appointment of Chairperson to Sports, Recreation, Community Development and Parks Strategic Policy Committee following resignation of Cllr. Mark Daly

Following Councillor Mark Daly’s resignation from South Dublin County Council the 
position of Chairperson of the Sports, Recreation, Community Development and Parks 
SPC is now vacant.  In accordance with the SPC 
Standing Orders the Chairperson shall 
be selected by the County Council. It is now a matter for the Council to consider 
the 
appointment of a new Chairperson to this Committee.


Link to SPC scheme and Standing Orders.”

It was proposed by Councillor S. O’Connor, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney   and AGREED:

“That Councillor C. King be appointed to the position of Chairperson of the Sports, Recreation, Community Development and Parks Strategic Policy Committee.”

(C/0335/08)
REPORT OF AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
(C/0336/08)
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0337/08)
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0338/08)
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0339/08)   QUESTIONS 
It was proposed by Councillor Corr, seconded by Councillor T. McDermott and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 (f) Questions numbered Q1 – Q9 be 
ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
(C/0340/08)
ROLL-OUT OF BROWN BINS

QUESTION:  Councillor J. Hannon  

To ask the Manager to outline the commencement date for the roll-out of Brown Bins, and can he provide details of the specific areas to be served initially and the rationale for their selection.


 REPLY:

In line with recent Circular Letter from the Minister, the Brown Bin scheme is to be 
advanced as a priority as soon as possible. It is envisaged that the brown bin roll-out will 
commence this year, and continue through to early 2009. The Council's Refuse Service is 
currently involved in and has committed resources to the implementation of the “pay as 
you go” waste charges system as committed to Members. Once this scheme has 
advanced significantly attention will then focus on the Brown Bin Scheme.


Discussions with staff representatives in relation to the introduction of the service 
and planning of the implementation of the Brown Bin Scheme are continuing.
(C/0 341/08)
 MEDICAL POINTS

QUESTION:  Councillor J. Hannon  

To ask the Manager why the condition ADHD does not qualify for medical   points.
REPLY:
Under the Council's current Scheme of Letting Priorities medical points are no longer 


awarded.   Where medical evidence is submitted to support a housing application, this is 


then referred to the Council's Medical Officer, who may in exceptional medical 


circumstances, award overall medical priority
(C/0342/08)
ELECTRONIC PAYMENT SYSTEM FOR DOMESTIC REFUSE COLLECTION

QUESTION:  Councillor J. Hannon  

To ask the Manager to provide a progress report on the proposed electronic payment system in respect of domestic refuse collection, and, given the incidence of bin tags being removed/stolen, can he confirm that the proposed new system would eliminate this problem.


REPLY:

The bin tag system is to be replaced by a “Pay As You Go” system that will operate in the 
same way as a “Pay As You Go” mobile phone i.e. a Customer’s bin will be lifted if there 
is enough credit on the account. The abolition of the bin tag is planned before the end of 
2008. 


Substantial progress has been made on the introduction of the “pay as you go” 
waste charges with the development of the necessary customer management system 
now practically complete and the imminent commencement of a project to electronically 
identify 
each domestic bin in the County. Customer will be notified in the coming weeks 
about when they should present their bin for Registration for the new system which it is 
envisaged will take two to three months.


The implementation of appropriate payment systems with the relevant service providers 
is being advanced in line with the registration phase.



Completion of these stages will enable the Environmental Services Department to be in a 
position to present customers with a convenient, user friendly system of paying waste 
charges by the end of the year. One of the primary benefits of the new system to 
customers will be that bin tags will not be required as payment information will be 
recorded and retrieved electronically so theft/removal of tags will not arise.

(C/0343/08) HOUSING ADAPTATION GRANTS
QUESTION:  Councillor C. Keane


To ask the manager 


 (a) to state the allocation available to SDCC for housing adaptation grants 
 
       for disabled/elderly persons


    (b) to state expenditure to date?

REPLY:

(a) The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government has notified the 
Council (SIU Circular 8/08) of a total combined capital allocation of €3,990,090 for 2008 
for the 
payment of the Disabled Persons and Essential Repairs Grant Schemes, and the 
Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability, Mobility Aids Grant and Housing 
Aid for Older People Grant Scheme.  €1,064,024 of the combined allocation of 
€3,990,090 must be provided from the Council's own resources.


(b) To date, €2,257,033.56 has been paid out in relation to these grants. 

(C/0344/08) PLASTIC RECYCLING
QUESTION:  Councillor C. Keane
To ask the Manager for a current report on all types of plastic recycling in the   SDCC area?


REPLY:

In addition to the acceptance of plastic bottles in the fortnightly green bin collection 
provided to households in the County, there receptacles for plastic at Ballymount Civic 
Amenity.  These are segregated into "plastic bottles only" and "soft plastics" which are 
sent to a private contractor for recycling.   Soft plastics cover all non-food contaminated 
plastics and containers. There have been difficulties encountered in sourcing end 
recyclers for food contaminated plastics and, while patrons are encouraged and are 
receptive to pre-washing any plastics that may have come into contact with food, 
consequently some plastics may end up having to go to landfill.  A pilot initiative to 
accept "hard plastics" such as garden furniture, children's toys etc. at Ballymount Civic 
Amenity is being planned subject to the sourcing of an end recycler for this stream of 
plastics.


While the Council's endeavors to provide the highest standard of recycling facilities at 
Ballymount Civic Amenity it must be noted that the provision of recycling facilities for 
plastics is contingent on the availability of an end-recycler.


Figures for this year up to July show that 15.64 tonnes of plastic have been received at 
Ballymount Civic Amenity.

(C/0345/08)
S.D.C.C.’S SCHOOL BUS TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM
QUESTION:  Councillor D. Keating  
To ask the Manager to provide a detailed and up-to-date report on South Dublin County Council's School Bus Transportation System as a Pilot Project? Would the Manager outline in detail what reasons are there for the delays in implementing this Pilot Project, including the results of the Council's latest contacts and discussions with the Department of Transport, and details of the revised schedule as to when it is expected that this much anticipated and long awaited service will be available to the local communities in South Dublin?


REPLY: 

Following release of the paper, 2020 Vision - Sustainable Travel and Transport, 
Public 
Consultation Document, South Dublin, in conjunction with the other Dublin 
Authorities, submitted a detailed response to the issues raised, including 
our proposed 
pilot project and longer term proposals, should the pilot project 
prove successful. 
Following which, SDCC officials attended a meeting with 
officers of both the Dept. of 
Transport and the Dept. of Education, in an effort to progress the proposals further. 
We were informed that it was unlikely that funding for local schemes, of 
this nature, 
would be forthcoming and that we should await the deliberations of the 
Minister 
on the above Consultation Document. To date, these have not been published. 


This issue was discussed at the May 08 Meeting of the Transportation SPC at  which 
the following Motion was passed and subsequently agreed at the May 08 County 
Council 
Meeting;-


“That this Committee requests the Manager to write to the Minister for Transport 
to express the disappointment of South Dublin County Council that funding has 
not yet 
been made available for our School Bus Transportation Pilot Scheme.”


In this regard a letter issued to the Minister for Transport on the 23rd May 08 
expressing the Council’s concern and seeking favorable consideration of the 
Council’s proposal.  The Ministers response is awaited. 

(C/0346/08)
BLACK BIN SERVICE CHARGE SYSTEM
QUESTION:  Councillor D. Keating 

To ask the Manager to report in detail on the proposed new black bin service charge system to be introduced to replace the less than satisfactory bin tag system, including the time-scale for its introduction?

REPLY:

  
The bin tag system is to be replaced by a “Pay As You Go” system that will operate in the 
same way as a “Pay As You Go” mobile phone i.e. a Customer’s bin will be lifted if there 
is enough credit on the account. The abolition of the bin tag is planned before the end of 
2008. 


Substantial progress has been made on the introduction of the “pay as you go” 
waste charges with the development of the necessary customer management system 
now practically complete and the imminent commencement of a project to electronically 
identify each domestic bin in the County. Customer will be notified in the coming weeks 
about when they should present their bin for Registration for the new system which it is 
envisaged will take two to three months.


The implementation of appropriate payment systems with the relevant service providers 
is being advanced in line with the registration phase.


Completion of these stages will enable the Environmental Services Department to be in a 
position to present customers with a convenient, user friendly system of paying waste 
charges by the end of the year. One of the primary benefits of the new system to 
customers will be that bin tags will not be required as payment information will be 
recorded and retrieved electronically so theft/removal of tags will not arise.

(C/0347/08)  COST OF RE-BRANDING
QUESTION: Councillor C. King 
To ask the manager, to provide the full cost of the re-branding of SDCC including consultant costs and can he make a statement on the matter?


REPLY: 

The following is an extract from the Budget 2008 report adopted by the Council:


“Council Branding: SDCC is currently undertaking a review of its image and whether the 
Council’s community leadership profile as a progressive, modern and dynamic Local 
Authority is adequately represented by the logo / coat of arms developed in 1994 on the 
setting up of our new county. Proposals will be presented to the members in January 
2008 and provision is made for a revenue contribution to capital in the sum of €100,000 
towards the high initial costs involved in establishing a fresh identity and profile for SDCC 
in 2008.” 


Zinc Design Consultants were engaged following a public tendering process to assist the 
Council with this project and our new corporate logo was approved by the Council in 
February 2008. To date, the consultants have been paid a total of €45,234 for 
development work and advice. 


There has been further expenditure on replacement of 14 year old banners in the 
concourse of County Hall and on other promotional materials which would have to have 
been spent whether the re-branding exercise took place or not.


Tenders for new signage for County Hall, Clondalkin Civic Centre and other Council 
buildings such as depots, libraries etc have recently been received and are currently 
being examined. New signage will be implemented over the coming years on a prioritised 
basis and much of this will consist of normal replacement to ensure the clear and 
consistent identification to our citizens and customers of all our service locations 


An audit of Council vehicles is currently underway to assess which will be fully converted 
to the new livery and this will be phased in over a period. Older / less prominent vehicles 
will simply be fitted with a stick-on logo but will not be resprayed. All new vehicles will be 
delivered in the new livery as part of the tender specification for their procurement.

(C/0348/08)  GOVERNMENT CUTBACKS RE S.D.C.C. HOUSING CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME

QUESTION:
Councillor C. King 
To ask the Manager, if the recent government cut backs have had or will have an negative impact on the SDCC Housing construction programme, if so has the manager been able to redirect certain funds to ensure the complete roll out of current phases of the programme?


REPLY:

The 2008 DoEHLG Capital allocation as advised in June 2008 in respect of housing supply 
in South Dublin County is set out below.


Local Authority:

E75M


Voluntary     :         
 E27M


Travellers    :         
 E 8M


Internal resources: 
 E12M


TOTAL        :       
 E122M


This allocation has been examined in respect of the overall housing construction 
programme and will be sufficient to permit completion of schemes on site, acquisition of 
agreed Part V properties and commencement of elements of the planned programme. A 
full and detailed programme will be brought to the Area Committees in September 2008 
and the full Council in October 2008. As members will be aware and as indicated above 
the construction programme is partly funded by the Council's Internal Capital Receipts, 
(ICR).

(C/0349/08)
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0350/08)  DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE DWELLINGS SEPTEMBER 2008
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Housing and was CONSIDERED:


“Under Section 94 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) 
South Dublin County Council prepared a Housing Strategy.  One of the key purposes of 
the strategy is to identify the overall need for affordable housing in the area of the 
County Development Plan and to ensure that South Dublin County Council provides for 
the development of affordable housing.  To date, the Council has been successful in 
acquiring affordable housing units for eligible applicants through:-


(a)  Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended)


(b)  The development of public private partnerships/joint ventures.


(c)   The Integrated Area Plans in tax designated areas.


The Property Path has sold 1195 affordable homes since the commencement of all 
programmes, under Part V, joint venture and affordable initiatives. 


To date 338 applications have been made in respect of the 121 purchases being made by 
the Affordable Homes partnership in March 2007. A new imitative was launched last 
month consisting of 128 properties in Newcastle. Adamstown, Lucan and Tallaght.An 
internet and newspaper promotional campaign is under way on these homes.


In order to comply with the requirements of Section 211 of the Planning and 
Development Act, 2000 (as amended) and Section 183 of the Local Government 
Act, 2001 it is recommended that the Council dispose of 4 properties at Castlegate, 
Adamstown, Co. Dublin, 6 properties at The Paddocks, Adamstown, Co. Dublin, 1 
property at Lyons Avenue, Newcastle, Co Dublin, 4 Properties at Priorsgate, Greenhills 
Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24, 1 property in Garthy Wood, Knocklyon, Dublin 16  and 41 
Properties at Broadfield Hall, Belgard Square, Tallaght, Dublin 24  to the eligible 
applicants (schedule available at the meeting) in accordance with the affordable housing 
scheme as adopted by the Council in April 2003. 


It is also proposed that the common areas in Priorsgate, Greenhills Rd, Tallaght, Dublin 
24, Lyons Avenue, Newcastle, Co Dublin and Broadfield Hall, Belgard Square, Tallaght 
Dublin 24 (schedule available at the meeting) excluding public open space be disposed of 
to the named management companies.


The consent of the Council is sought for the disposal of these properties to eligible 
applicants. 


Joe Horan_____

County Manager”
 A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. Ridge and M. Corr.
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and AGREED:

“That the Council dispose of 4 properties at Castlegate, Adamstown, Co. Dublin, 6 properties at The Paddocks, Adamstown, Co. Dublin, 1 property at Lyons Avenue, Newcastle, Co Dublin, 4 Properties at Priorsgate, Greenhills Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24, 1 property in Garthy Wood, Knocklyon, Dublin 16  and 41 Properties at Broadfield Hall, Belgard Square, Tallaght, Dublin 24  to the eligible applicants (schedule available at the meeting) in accordance with the affordable housing scheme as adopted by the Council in April 2003. 

It is also proposed that the common areas in Priorsgate, Greenhills Rd, Tallaght, Dublin 24, Lyons Avenue, Newcastle, Co Dublin and Broadfield Hall, Belgard Square, Tallaght Dublin 24 (schedule available at the meeting) excluding public open space be disposed of to the named management companies.”
(C/0351/08)  SALE OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST – TENANT PURCHASE HOUSES 
(i) 54 CASTLE PARK (ii) 70 ARTHUR GRIFFITH PARK  (iii) 72 



ARTHUR GRIFFITH PARK (iv) 19 HOMELAWN ROAD (v) 14 



JAMES CONNOLLY PARK
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Housing and was CONSIDERED:


“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground 
Rents) 
(No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local 
Government Act 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interests in the sites listed hereunder.  
The following have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant 
(Ground Rents) (No 2) Act 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the properties.

54 Castle Park                  Patrick Gainsford                        €89.29


70 Arthur Griffith Park       Robert Whelan                           €116.59


72 Arthur Griffith Park       Kevin & Maureen Kilduff              €116.59


19 Homelawn Road           Brendan & Veronica Meade          €482.15


14 James Connolly Park    Christopher & Catherine Bourke   €116.59”
It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott, seconded by Councillor M. Corr   and AGREED:

“That South Dublin County Council in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 disposes of the fee simple interests in the sites listed hereunder.  The following have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the properties.

54 Castle Park                  Patrick Gainsford                        €89.29

70 Arthur Griffith Park       Robert Whelan                           €116.59

72 Arthur Griffith Park       Kevin & Maureen Kilduff              €116.59

19 Homelawn Road           Brendan & Veronica Meade          €482.15

14 James Connolly Park    Christopher & Catherine Bourke   €116.59”
(C/0352/08) PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE AT 36 LIMEKILN AVENUE, 


WALKINSTOWN
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms. E. O’Gorman, Senior Executive Officer and was CONSIDERED:


“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of 
the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Marie & Desmond Byrne to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Marie & Desmond Byrne have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) 
Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	36 Limekiln Avenue   

Walkinstown ,

Dublin, 12.


	 Marie Byrne

Desmond Byrne
	29/10/1974
	Una O’ Callaghan
	€415.00



___J.Horan_____

County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor T. McDermott      and AGREED:

“That South Dublin County Council in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 disposes of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Marie & Desmond Byrne to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Marie & Desmond Byrne have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	36 Limekiln Avenue   

Walkinstown ,

Dublin, 12.”

	 Marie Byrne

Desmond Byrne
	29/10/1974
	Una O’ Callaghan
	€415.00


(C/0353/08) PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE AT 168 BALROTHERY 


ESTATE TALLAGHT D.24   

The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms. E. O’Gorman, Senior Executive Officer and was CONSIDERED:


“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of 
the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Mr. David Reilly whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Mr. David Reilly has applied in
accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase  Price

	168 Balrothery  Estate

Tallaght,

     Dublin, 24.


	 Mr. David 

 Reilly


	        12/12/1973
	Siobhan  O’Dea
	         €415.00


     
J.Horan__________________
          County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. Jones and AGREED:

“That South Dublin County Council in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 disposes of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Mr. David Reilly whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Mr. David Reilly has applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	168 Balrothery         Estate

        Tallaght,

        Dublin, 24.”

	Mr. David 

Reilly


	12/12/1973
	Siobhan O’Dea
	€415.00


(C/0354/08) PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE AT 291 BALROTHERY 
 
ESTATE TALLAGHT D.24
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms. E. O’Gorman, Senior Executive Officer and was CONSIDERED:

   
“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Mr. Desmond Newman & Mrs. Geraldine Newman whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Mr. Desmond Newman & Mrs. Geraldine Newman have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.
	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	291 Balrothery Estate

Tallaght,

Dublin, 24.

	Geraldine & Desmond Newman


	04/12/1973
	Siobhan O’Dea
	€415.00



___J.Horan_____

County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. Jones and AGREED:

“That South Dublin County Council in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 disposes of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Mr. Desmond Newman & Mrs. Geraldine Newman whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Mr Desmond Newman & Mrs. Geraldine Newman have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	291Balrothery       Estate

            Tallaght,

            Dublin, 24.”

	Geraldine & Desmond Newman


	04/12/1973
	Siobhan O’Dea
	€415.00


(C/0355/08) PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PLOT OF LAND ADJACENT TO  DWELLING AT 142 ST. MAELRUAN’S PARK, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms. E. O’Gorman, Senior Executive Officer and was CONSIDERED:

“An application has been received from Ms Caroline Smyth to acquire a plot of land at 142 St. Maelruan’s Park, Tallaght, for incorporation into the property to facilitate the construction of one new dwelling in the side garden of No 142 (Planning Reg. Ref. SD07A/1045 refers). The plot of land in question has been the subject of a number of complaints of alleged anti-social behaviour over the years and also contains some public utilities to which access needs to be maintained.  


 Accordingly,   I recommend that the Council dispose of the freehold title of an area 
measuring 80 square metres or thereabouts adjacent to 142 St. Maelruan’s Park, Tallaght 
as shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No. LA/05/08  to Ms Caroline Smyth  
in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject 
to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the 
following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer:-


1.  That the applicant shall pay the Council the sum of €45,000 (forty five thousand euro) 
for the freehold interest in the subject land.


 2. That the applicant will  be responsible for the relocation of any ESB cables (if 
required) that may need to be pulled closer to the NTL services to reduce  the impact on 
the overall strip of land. This will necessitate reaching agreement with the ESB and NTL. 
In the event of the applicant incurring substantial costs in the relocation of services (if 
necessary), the Council may consider a reduction in the purchase price as a contribution 
towards these costs. 


 3. That the Council shall retain a wayleave and right of way over area hatched 
on 
Drawing No. LA/05/08 to services that exist in the above land and that the Council 
shall have the right to access the subject plot for the purpose of maintaining these 
services.


 4.  That the applicant incorporate the area into the garden of 142 St. Maelruan’s Park 
and construct a boundary wall to the satisfaction of the Council.

 
5.   That the applicant shall pay the Council’s legal fees.


 6.     That the County Solicitor shall draft the necessary legal Agreement and may 
include further terms and conditions as are deemed appropriate in agreements of this n
ature.

 
7.     No agreement enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until 
exchange of contracts has taken place.


 The lands to be disposed of form part of lands acquired from Patrick Murphy in 1996 for 
housing and open space purposes.

 
J. Horan 

County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and AGREED:

“That the Council dispose of the freehold title of an area measuring 80 square metres or thereabouts adjacent to 142 St. Maelruan’s Park, Tallaght as shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No. LA/05/08 to Ms Caroline Smyth in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the terms and conditions as specified in the foregoing report.”

(C/0356/08) PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PLOT OF LAND ADJACENT TO DWELLING AT 143 ST. MAELRUAN’S PARK, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms. E. O’Gorman, Senior Executive Officer and was CONSIDERED:


“An application has been received from the owners of the dwelling at 143 St. Maelruan’s 
Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24, Padraic and Ulrike Dwane, to acquire a portion of Council 
owned land adjacent to their property. The plot of land in question has been the subject 
of a number of complaints of alleged anti-social behaviour over the years and also 
contains some public utilities to which access needs to be maintained.


Accordingly,   I recommend that the Council dispose by way of lease of an area 
measuring 185 
square metres or thereabouts adjacent to 143 St Maelruan’s Park  as 
shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/20/08  to the respective householders, Padraic 
and Ulrike Dwane,  in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 
2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 
subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer:-

  
1.    That the applicants will be granted a lease in the above land for a term of 10 years   
subject to an annual rent  of €100 (one hundred euro) per annum, exclusive of 
all  outgoings.


 2.   That the applicants shall  use the above land for garden purposes only and shall not 
be permitted to construct any buildings thereon.


 3.   That the Council shall retain a wayleave to services that exist in the above land and 
that the Council or any other party nominated by the Council shall have the right to 
access the subject plot for the purpose of maintaining, diverting or laying services.


4.   That the applicants incorporate the area into their garden and construct a boundary 
wall to the satisfaction of the Council.

 
5.    That the applicants or successors in title shall not be permitted to include the land 
as access to any   development on the side garden of no. 143 St Maelruan’s Park or for 
any development purposes.

 
6.   That the applicants shall pay the Council’s legal fees.


7.    That the County Solicitor shall draft the necessary legal Agreement and may include 
further terms and conditions as are deemed appropriate in agreements of this nature.


 8.    No agreement enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until 
exchange of contracts has taken place.


The lands to be disposed of form part of lands acquired from Patrick Murphy in 1996 for 
housing and open space purposes.


 J. Horan_____ 

County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. Jones and AGREED:

“That the Council dispose by way of lease of an area measuring 185 square metres or thereabouts adjacent to 143 St Maelruan’s Park as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/20/08  to the respective householders, Padraic and Ulrike Dwane,  in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the terms and conditions as specified in the foregoing report.”

(C/0357/08)
REPORT ON PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCEDURES UNDER PART 8 OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001  - Stormwater Attenuation Pond, in the townland of Dodsboro, on lands between the Celbridge Road, Millstream Road and Lucan Golf Club.
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. J. Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer and was CONSIDERED:

  “Development by the Council in partnership with Chartridge Developments Ltd of new storm water outfall facility and associated works, to facilitate storm water drainage from Adamstown SDZ on lands located between the Celbridge Road, Millstream Road and Lucan Golf Club, in the townland of Dodsborough, Lucan, Co Dublin.


1. Introduction

Part 8 of the Local Government Planning and Development Regulations 2001 outlines the requirements in respect of certain classes of Local Authority developments. These Regulations apply to the proposed development by the Council, in partnership with Chartridge Developments Ltd., in the townland of Dodsborough, Lucan, Co Dublin, as outlined above.

   The following report on the proposed development was noted at the 
meeting of the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee held on the 24th June 2008 (Minute No. LC/529/08 refers.) and it was agreed that the 
Council should commence the Part 8 of the Planning and Development 2001 Regulations procedure in respect of the proposed development

“MEETING OF LUCAN-CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (2)

Tuesday, June 24, 2008

HEADED ITEM NO. 7 


  Public consultation procedure under Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 -

Proposed new stormwater outfall facility on lands located between the 
Adamstown SDZ, Celbridge Road and the River Liffey in the townlands of 
Dodsborough, Tobermaclugg and Cooldrinagh, Lucan, Co. Dublin.

REPORT:

In accordance with Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 
2001, the 
Council, in partnership with Carthridge Ltd., developers at Adamstown Strategic 
Development Zone (SDZ), proposes to construct a new stormwater outfall facility and 
associated works, to facilitate stormwater drainage from the Adamstown SDZ, on lands 
located between the Adamstown SDZ, Celbridge Road and the River Liffey in the 
townlands of Dodsborough, Tobermaclugg and Cooldrinagh, Lucan, Co. Dublin. The 
proposed works will also alleviate the occasional flooding problems in the environs of 
Tubber Lane.


The proposed works will comprise construction of an attenuation pond of 5,000m3 and 
associated works site, fencing and landscaping.


Submissions or observations in respect of the proposed works, dealing with the proper 
planning and sustainable development of the area in which the proposed development 
would be situated may be made in writing to: The Senior Executive Officer, 
Environmental Services Department, South Dublin County Council, County Hall, Tallaght, 

The latest date for the receipt of submissions or observations is 5.00pm on Monday 11th 
August 2008.


A map and drawings relating to the proposed development are available at the meeting.’


2. Public Consultation


Notice of the proposed development was advertised in the ‘Irish Independent’ on the 26th 
June 2008. Plans and particulars of the proposed development were available for public 
inspection at the following locations:

Council Headquarters,


County Hall,


Tallaght.


Civic Offices,


9th Lock Road,


 Clondalkin


Lucan Library,


Superquinn Shopping Centre,


Newcastle Road Lucan. 


Details of the proposed development were also posted on the Council’s website and on 
the site itself. Notice of the proposed development was also forwarded to prescribed 
bodies in accordance with the Regulations. 


The latest date for the receipt of submissions or observations in relation to the proper 
planning and sustainable development of the area in which the proposed development 
would be situated was the 11th August 2008.

3. Submissions received.


Two submissions were received as follows before the latest date for the receipt of 
submissions or observations in relation to the proposed development.


Submission 1: Department of the Environment Heritage and Local Government
Development Applications Unit.


The Department recommends that an Archaeological Impact Assessment be prepared to 
assess the potential impact on archaeological remains in the areas where the 
development is proposed to take place, for submission to the Department before 
construction commences on site.


Council’s Response

An archaeological assessment was carried out in 2006 by Irish Archaeological Consultancy Ltd on behalf of Chartridge Developments Ltd as part of the 
development of   the Adamstown SDZ. A copy of this assessment has been forwarded to the Department.

                        
Submission 2: Eastern Regional Fisheries Board


The Board stated that the aspect of the work which provided for the construction of an 
attenuation pond on the line of the Tobermaclugg stream is unacceptable as it would 
result in significant loss of natural habitat, consequent ecological degradation and loss of 
salmonid status. The Board suggested that the creation of attenuation off line or the 
creation of a multi – stage channel, retaining a low flow and maintaining marginal and 
instream diversity, would be acceptable. Clarification and detail is also required on the 
cleaning of the stream along Millstream Road.


Council’s Response


Council staff met with Board officials since the submission was received to discuss the 
matters raised in the submission. The Council gave undertakings in writing to the Board 
that the issues raised in the Boards’ submission will be addressed. The Board accepted 
the undertakings given. 


4.  Recommendation


The proposed works and their associated works are consistent with the requirements of 
the South Dublin County Development Plan 2003 and the Adamstown SDZ Planning 
Scheme 2003 with respect of surface water drainage and are in accordance with the 
proper planning and sustainable development of the area. It is therefore proposed to 
proceed with the works subject to the following;

· All topsoil stripping associated with the proposed scheme to be monitored by a 
suitably qualified archaeologist and full provision to be made for the resolution of 
any archeological features/deposits that may be discovered.

· The archaeological recommendations of the Department of the Environment, 
Heritage and Local Government to be ascertained prior to commencement of 
works. 

· The Eastern Regional Fisheries Board to be consulted during all stream works.

· The Parks Department to be consulted in respect of landscaping, grading 
and tree clearance works in the vicinity of the attenuation pond.

· The Roads Department to be consulted in respect of works that fall within 
the site of the N4 upgrade works. 


A file containing the submissions received is available for inspection at the meeting.”

A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor P. Cosgrave.

Mr. J. Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer responded to the Member’s query.

The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the proposed development be carried out as recommended in the Manager’s Report.
 (C/0358/08)
 ADOPTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION GRANT SCHEME 2008
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms. M. Maguire, Senior Executive Officer and was CONSIDERED:


“The Higher Education Grants Scheme for 2008/2009 was issued by the 
Department of Education on 17th July 2008. 


Due to the delay in Departmental issue of details of the 2008 scheme and 
approaching timescale for receipt of student applications Members approval in 
principle to adoption of the Scheme to facilitate processing of the Higher Education 
Grant Applications was sought at the July meeting, pending formal adoption of the 
Scheme at the September meeting of the Council.


 There have been some changes to the scheme, particularly in relation to the 
reckonable income limits and consideration of grants as part of the annual Departmental 
budget process. The main changes to the 2008/2009 Scheme are as follows:

· The income limits are being increased in line with movements in the average
industrial wage for students in receipt of the standard rates of grant.  

· The top limit for grant eligibility where there are less than four dependent 
children has been increased from €48,335 to €49,690.  

· The annual income threshold for the special rate is being increased from €18,055 
to €20,147. 

· The maximum rate for fees has increased from €6110 to €6270 and the student 
registration fee from €825 to €900. 

· In relation to the rates of maintenance grant, the current rates will continue to apply up to the end of 2008. 

· Increases in student maintenance grants will be considered as part of the annual 
Department’s Budget process and rates will become effective on a financial year 
rather than an academic year basis.  Student maintenance grant rates from 
January 2009 will therefore be considered in the context of next December’s 
Budget.


A comparison of figures from 2007 to 2008 outlining the changes for the Reckonable 
Income Limits as referred to above are set out below. 

 
Reckonable Income Limits for ordinary rates of grant for 2007

	No. of Dependent Children
	Full Maintenance and Full Fees
	Part Maintenance (75%) and Full Fees
	Part Maintenance (50%) and Full Fees
	Part Maintenance (25%) and Full Fees
	Part Tuition Fees (50%) only*

	Less than 4
	€38,675
	€41,085
	€43,500
	€45,920
	€48,335

	4-7
	€42,490
	€45,150
	€47,805
	€50,465
	€53,120

	8 or more
	€46,140
	€49,025
	€51,905
	€54,785
	€57,665



*Full Student Service Charge is paid where income is at or below this level.

 Reckonable Income Limits for ordinary rates of grant for 2008  

	No. of Dependent Children
	Full Maintenance and Full Fees
	Part Maintenance (75%) and Full Fees
	Part Maintenance (50%) and Full Fees
	Part Maintenance (25%) and Full Fees
	Part Tuition Fees (50%) only*

	Less than 4
	€39,760
	€42,235
	€44,720
	€47,205
	€49,690

	4-7
	€43,680
	€46,415
	€49,145
	€51,880
	€54,605

	8 or more
	€47,430
	€50,400
	€53,360
	€56,320
	€59,280



*Full Student Service Charge is paid where income is at or below this level.

Maintenance Grants Rates (To remain as 2007/2008 as follows until further 
advised by the Department of Education)

	 
	Non-Adjacent Rate
	Adjacent Rate

	Full Maintenance
	€3,420
	€1,370

	Part Maintenance (75%)
	€2,565
	€1,030

	Part Maintenance (50%)
	€1,710
	€685

	Part Maintenance (25%)
	€855
	€345



 Special Maintenance Grants Rates (To remain as 2007/2008 as follows until 

further advised by the Department of Education)
	  Grant
	Standard Grant
	Special Rate Amount
	Total Grant

	Non Adjacent Rate
	€3,420
	€3,270
	€6,690

	Adjacent Rate
	€1,370
	€1,310
	€2,680


 
In accordance with Section 5 of the Local Authorities (Higher Education Grants) 
Act, 1968 the adoption of the Scheme is a reserved function of the Council.  


 It is recommended that the Council adopt the Draft Scheme as proposed. 


 When the Scheme is adopted it will be submitted to the Minister of Education for formal 
approval.”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell    and RESOLVED:

“That the Higher Education Grant Scheme 2008 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

(C/0359/08)
APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE UNDER THE CAPITAL ASSISTANCE SCHEME FROM FOLD HOUSING ASSOCIATION IRELAND LIMITED IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 6 OF THE HOUSING (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT, 1992 FOR THE ACQUISITION OF 23 HOUSING UNITS AND A COMMUNAL ROOM AT FORTFIELD SQUARE, COLLEGE DRIVE, DUBLIN 6W

The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Housing and was CONSIDERED:

“An application has been received from FOLD Housing Association Ireland, for a grant in 
the sum of €5,348,270 under the Capital Assistance Scheme for the purchase of 23 
housing units and a Communal Room at Fortfield Square, College Drive, Dublin 6W.  The 
Association is an approved Voluntary Body under Section 5 of the Housing Act 1988.  The 
Council has arranged for the acquisition of these units by Fold under a Part V agreement 
from Jackie Green Construction Limited under Planning Application permissions 
SD02A/0427.  The apartments will be used as sheltered accommodation for the elderly 
and FOLD has considerable experience in the management of such accommodation.

Under Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 the granting of 
assistance under the Capital Assistance Scheme is a reserved function of the Council and 
is subject to the approval of the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local 
Government.

Accordingly, the following resolution is required:

"That this Council recommends that the application for a grant in the sum of €5,348,270 
under the Capital Assistance Scheme to Fold Ireland for the purchase of 23 housing units 
and a communal room at Fortfield Square, College Drive, Dublin 6W  in accordance with 
the requirements of Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 be 
approved"
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors C. King, T. McDermott and M. Ardagh.

Mr. F. Nevin responded to the Members’ queries.
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell    and RESOLVED:

“That this Council recommends that the application for a grant in the sum of €5,348,270 under the Capital Assistance Scheme to Fold Ireland for the purchase of 23 housing units and a communal room at Fortfield Square, College Drive, Dublin 6W  in accordance with the requirements of Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 be approved"
(C/0360/08) EUROPEAN MOBILITY WEEK
Prior to consideration of correspondence the Director of Transportation, Mr. F. Coffey brought to the attention of the Members details of European Mobility Week from 16th – 22nd September.  Mr. Coffey advised of special efforts by South Dublin County Council during this initiative details of which are on the council website and membersnet.  He urged Members and Staff to participate in the various initiatives.
CORRESPONDENCE 

Ministerial
(C/0361/08)
Letter, dated 14th July 2008 from the Minister for Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in reply to South Dublin County Council's letter regarding the Special Area Amenity Order for lands at Liffey Valley.  The above letter was NOTED.


Other
(C/0362/08)
 Email, dated 1st July 2008 from Balbriggan Town Council regarding motion passed in relation to graffiting of public property.  
The above email was NOTED.

(C/0363/08)
 Email, dated 3rd July 2008 from Balbriggan Town Council in relation motion passed calling on retailers to ensure that all goods sold are manufactured from sources that do not abuse children. 

The above email was NOTED.

 (C/0364/08)
 Letter, dated 17th July 2008 from Killarney Town Council regarding motion passed in relation to the Back to Education Allowance. 

The above letter was NOTED.

 (C/0365/08)
 Letter, dated 17th July 2008 from Kerry County Council regarding motion passed in relation to the proper funding of Local Authorities. 

The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0366/08)
Letters, dated 21st July 2008 from Leitrim County Council regarding:

a) motion passed regarding the difficulties being experienced by MABS staff
    in dealing with increasing volume of queries.

b) motion passed calling on all Local Authorities to use fair-trade products in 
    their canteens.   
The above letters were NOTED.

(C/0367/08)
Email, dated 23rd July 2008 from Donegal County Council regarding motion passed in relation to traffic islands and safety.  
The above email was NOTED.

(C/0368/08)
Letter, dated 6th August 2008 from Kildare County Council regarding motion passed in relation to road conditions and road repairs.  

The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0369/08)
Letter, dated 18th August 2008 from Fermoy Town Council in relation to rates and service charges.  
The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0370/08)   SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

In accordance with Standing Order No. 76 the Mayor, Councillor M. Corr proposed to suspend standing orders in order to deal with an emergency motion submitted by Councillor D. Keating regarding a decision made by An Bord Pleanala.

The suspension of standing orders was AGREED unanimously by the Members.


It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and moved without debate:

“That the Manager would report as a matter of urgency on what avenues are open to the Council or others to make representations to An Bord Pleanála, to seek the reversal or modification of an element of a road scheme approved by An Bord Pleanála, should Councillors and/or the local community feel that such a condition or conditions was/were not in the best interest of the planning and development of that area.”

(C/0371/08)
TALLAGHT ICE RINK 
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. Jones and moved without debate:

“That this Council supports the provision of an ice rink in Tallaght”.


REPORT:

“The Council has had  preliminary discussions with a private consortium who have 
expressed an interest in providing an ice rink in the South Dublin County Council area.


They have indicated a preference for the Tallaght area subject to a suitable site being 
identified and made available.


Further discussions have since taken place with the consortium based on their more 
detailed plans and proposals and further discussions will be held to address ongoing 
matters of interest and concern to all parties concerned including exact location , access 
and detailed design.


The Council will be kept informed of progress as the matter develops”.

 
The report was NOTED. 
(C/0372/08)
SWIMMING POOLS PROGRAMME  
In accordance with Standing Order No. 22, as Councillor E. Tuffy was absent from the chamber when this item was reached, the following motion in his name FELL.
“That this Council deplores the long delay on the part of the Government in re-opening the national Swimming Pools Programme or introducing a new programme of financial assistance for Local Authority swimming pools, and calls on the Government to re-open/introduce a Swimming Pools Programme immediately.”
(C/0373/08)
AFFORDABLE HOUSING   
It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor J. Daly:

“That this Council considers the Affordable Scheme in light of the downturn in housing prices generally”

REPORT:

“The Council’s Affordable Housing Policy adopted by South Dublin County Council on 
14th April 2003 provides that applicants are treated on a first come first served basis for 
their position on the Affordable Housing List based on date of approval.  Offers are then 
made in accordance with the list, using affordability and household size criteria, and 
based on the price and size of homes becoming available for sale.


Furthermore, to ensure that applicants are treated equally, applicants who refuse a first 

offer of accommodation in their chosen area of preference are moved to the bottom of 
the list and are removed from the list if they refuse a subsequent offer in their chosen 
area.


The Housing Strategy section negotiates with developers under the provisions of Part V 
of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended) to secure 15% of new 
developments for social, affordable and voluntary housing and every effort is made 
during the negotiation process to obtain a suitable mix of 1, 2 and 3 bedroom affordable 

homes having regard to the requirement to provide homes at affordable prices and the 
mix of home sizes in the development.


A discussion document on the Council’s future policy in relation to Part V was presented 
to the Housing & Social Strategic Policy Committee meeting on 15th November 
2007.


South Dublin County Council will always endeavour to ensure that the homes purchased 
under Part V for Affordable Housing are reasonably priced for our affordable applicants. 
We are very conscious of the current housing market and the consequent reduction in
house prices nationally. 


South Dublin County Council currently has a total of 2935 applications on its Affordable 
Housing List.  To 15th August 2008, we have received 740 applications for Affordable 
Housing. To date in 2008 we have completed the sale of 33 homes and deposits have 
been placed on a further 206 homes.


It should be noted that despite the decrease in house values on the open market, the 
majority of applicants approved will continue to depend on the Affordable 
Housing Scheme to secure their first home. Selling affordable homes in the current 
economic climate is of course a challenge, as it is throughout the economy, particularly 
with the private financial institutions tightening their lending criteria. Of course in the 
approved Council Affordable Housing Scheme, our applicants had to have 3% of the 
deposit saved themselves, so none of our Affordable Housing applicants should have a 
100% mortgage on their affordable home. Recent market valuations to enable 

calculation of the clawback reflect the current market position of properties. Generally 
the clawback is in the region of 20% of the market price.


The level of interest in the Affordable Housing Scheme should be maintained in the next 
few months as a large number of affordable homes in developments where a Part V 
agreement was in place since 2007 or prior, will become available for 
purchase.  Available homes are currently advertised on the property path website as 
well as on affordablehome.ie. Mr. Michael Finneran, T.D., Minister for Housing, Urban 
Renewal and Developing Areas, recently launched a new national Website portal for 
Affordable Housing, affordablehome.ie. It is a new website portal which is a national 
resource to promote the concept of Affordable Housing options across the country.  
Every local authority in the country can advertise available affordable housing on the 
website, which was developed by the Affordable Homes Partnership, in conjunction with 
the Local Authorities. The next phase of the website will incorporate an on-line 
application facility.


The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government requested a study 
be carried out by the Affordable Homes Partnership to look at how the range of existing 
affordable housing mechanisms might be improved or expanded by new initiatives to 
increase supply, accelerate delivery, improve access and affordability and to deliver value 
for money. The report on Increasing Affordable Housing Supply is currently being 
considered by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government. As 
part of the consultation process, the Centre for Housing Research, on behalf of the 
DoEHLG, engaged with the Local Authorities, the social partners and other interested 
party, by means of questionnaires and seminars. The consultation process was 
completed in June 2008.  It is anticipated that any changes that may be made to the way 
Affordable Housing is provided will be announced nationally in the near future. In 
particular a new Equity Loan is being actively considered.


The downturn in houses prices has impacted on the market value of Affordable Homes, 
along with almost every other home in the State. Although the house prices have 
generally become more affordable, it should be noted that despite the decrease in house 
values on the open market, the majority of applicants approved on our Affordable 
Housing List will continue to depend on the Affordable Housing Scheme to secure their 
first home”.

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors J. Lahart, S. O’Connor, M. Ardagh, J. Neville, J. Daly, E. Maloney, C. Jones and T. Gilligan.

Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Housing responded to the Members’ queries.

The report was NOTED.

(C/0374/08)
SUSTAINABLE AND RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES   
It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor T. McDermott and was moved without debate:
“That the Manager would present a detailed report for discussion on what policies are being introduced by South Dublin County Council in the interest of sustainable and renewable energy sources. What joint efforts can be made by the four Dublin Local Authorities in the interest of joined-up thinking to help progress this matter in the future.”

REPORT:
· "Environmental Services
“A report on Sustainable Energy was presented at the meeting of the Environment Strategic Policy Committee on the 6th September 2006.The report outlined various approaches which are being undertaken by a number of Council Departments. LINK  Policies are being pursued by the Council in a number of areas and ongoing assessment is taking place.


Vehicle Fuels.

The Mechanical Section initiated a project in the Summer of 2007 that explores the 
potential benefits and practicality of three different alternative fuels. These 
alternative fuels are

Ø       Rapeseed Oil – Two VW Transporter Pickups purchased for Esker 
Parks Depot.


Ø       Bio-Diesel - A Bio-Diesel tank (30% Bio-Diesel – 70% DERV 
mixture) has 
being installed in the Ballymount depot, and two Renault S180 Cleansing Section 
trucks 
are now running on Bio-Diesel.


Ø       Bio-Ethanol – A Ford Focus Bio-Ethanol car was recently purchased for use 
by the Council's Golf Course. 


So far there has practically being no change in the smoke opacity results 
between the pickups using Diesel and Rapeseed Oil. In terms of servicing, the engine 
has to be serviced more regularly. Also, after some time it was noticed that the power 
of the vehicle reduced dramatically when constantly driven in heavy traffic. The same 
problem has been found with the Bio-Diesel vehicles.

It is still too early to say if either fuel has a future in terms of replacing DERV (standard 
Road Diesel) as the Council's main fuel for commercial vehicles. Other technologies are 
currently being developed by major car 
manufactures, such as Electric, Hydrid, 
Hydrogen and Compressed Air. 
These technologies could in the future render Bio-Fuels 
redundant.


There are currently international doubts regarding the sustainability of using Rapeseed 
Oil for vehicle fuel, as the land required for fuel 
production could vastly reduce the land 
available for food growth. The 
continuous year in, year out growing of Rapeseed Oil on 
the same land 
without crop rotation can also result in the determent of the land. 

The outlook for Bio-Diesel on the other hand may be brighter as there are many companies now recycling waste oils, fats, greases, etc for vehicle fuel. Bio-Diesel 
fuel is actually a mixture of Bio-Diesel and DERV. Different manufactures standby different ratios of Bio-Diesel/DERV mixes. The vehicle tenders advertised this year by 
the Council have a 
section requiring the tenderer to state if the vehicle they have tendered will still be under guarantee if run on a 10%/90% Bio-Diesel/DERV mix. 
This ratio is far more common amongst vehicle manufactures than the one used for 
the Renault trucks mentioned above.  


This project has being in place since the summer of 2007. It is intended 
to continue with 
the project for a further year before deciding on which, if any of the above fuels 
are 
viable for use in the existing and future Council 
fleet. By that time, it should be 
clearer 
as to whether any of the fuels 
have long term adverse effects on engines and 
by then 
it may be possible to see whether other alternative means of fuelling vehicles (e.g. 
electric, compressed air, hybrid etc.) have come to the fore.

 Pumping Stations.

The Mechanical Section is currently investigating the possibility of installing a small 6KW 
wind turbine at Belgard Reservoir subject to the 
necessary funding being availablel. This 
wind turbine would feed into the reservoirs current ESB mains power supply thereby 
reducing the running costs of the reservoirs storage heaters, actuated valves, 
telemetry and 
pumps. The reservoir is located at one of the highest points in the region 
and wind supply is always available.


The Mechanical Section has also recently commenced investigating the 
possibility of 
installing a small water driven turbine on the River Liffey to feed into Lucan Spa 
Drainage Pump Station power supply. This research is in its initial stages.


The Council will maintain ongoing liaison with the other Dublin Local Authorities to 
monitor progress made by them on the use of sustainable and renewable energy in 
carrying out their functions.

Waste - Arthurstown Landfill

The Council’s landfill at Arthurstown contains an energy recovery plant 
where landfill 
gases are diverted through an underground network system of pipes to a central 
collection point. From there they are fed into a gas turbine system for conversion to 
electricity. This electricity is fed into the 
national grid for onward distribution as green 
electricity and can supply electricity for approximately 5,000 houses.

· Architectural Services 

A number of initiatives have been carried out on Capital Works Projects 
undertaken by 
South Dublin County Council Architectural Services Department which aim to create 
working models of sustainable technologies which can be monitored and assessed in use 
for incorporation in future projects. 


All projects carried out by the Architectural Services Department are designed to 
Best 
Practise criteria. This means that major projects 
undertaken surpass the 
minimum 
regulation standard required. 


The specific projects, which have been listed below give an overview of 
some of the 
work which has been carried out to date:

· Clondalkin Leisure Centre, use of evacuated tube solar collectors 

· Tallaght Leisure Centre, Combined Heat and Power 

· St. Marks Youth & Family Centre, wood pellet boiler 

· Housing Projects Capital Programme, heating, insulation and fabric 
upgrade 

· Planning Department

The Planning and Development Act 2000 requires that a Development Plan shall, so 
far as is practicable, be consistent with 
national plans, policies and strategies, which 
relate to the proper planning and sustainable development of the area covered by the 
Plan.  Many 
national policies, plans and guidelines have arisen from Ireland’s 
international obligations e.g. the Kyoto Protocol (1997) committed the developed 
world to begin taking action in relation to climate change while 
the UN Conference on 
Environment and Development held in Rio de 
Janeiro (1992) endorsed the concept of 
sustainable development. Thus 
the County Development Plan 2004-2010 seeks, for 
example:

· to ensure that the settlement strategy for the County is sustainable by 
minimizing sprawl and increasing density, 

· to encourage more sustainable work/live options 

· to provide for the development of renewable energy sources 
· to provide for and promote alternative and sustainable forms of 
transport – 
public transport, walking, cycling etc. 

· to encourage and support sustainable and energy efficient construction 

· to retain and develop the green structure of the county 

· to retain bio-diversity within the county 

· to minimize waste and increase re-cycling 

· to minimize extraction of water 

· to avoid building in areas prone to flooding etc. 


The policies and objectives of the Development Plan combine to seek to 
ensure that the 
county continues to develop in a sustainable manner and to combat climate change by 
developing residential areas in close proximity to employment/enterprise centres and 
to community/recreational facilities and also to supporting initiatives regarding 
renewable energy and energy efficiency which promote the sustainable
development of 
the county.  Development Plan policies
include:


7.24.4 Policy EC 4: Renewable Energy

7.24.4.i

It is the policy of the Council to support national and international initiatives for 
limiting 
emissions of greenhouse gases and to seek to provide positively for them development of 
appropriate renewable energy sources.

7.24.5 Policy EC 5: Energy Efficiency

7.24.5.i

The Council will seek to improve the energy efficiency of its existing building stock, and 
to promote energy efficiency and conservation in the design and development of all new 
buildings in the County, and in residential schemes in particular.

 It is also an objective as stated in Section 7.24.4.iii of the Plan to carry 
out a study to 
identify areas suitable for the development of renewable energy.  


 7.24.4.iii

In conjunction with the appropriate agencies, the Council shall carry out a study to 
identify areas suitable for renewable energy development (including hydro electricity and 
wind generation) and to examine the renewable energy technologies best suited to the 
County that make use of the natural resources in a sustainable manner, having regard to 
the renewable energy resources of the County and to any constraints there might be on 
their development, and shall insert a list of suitable locations into the Development Plan 
by way of variation.

 This study has not yet been initiated.  However investigations are on-going in relation to 
alternative energy sources in the county including geothermal energy.  It is noted that on 
June 3rd the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources initiated a 
public 
consultation exercise on establishing a regulatory regime for geothermal 
energy.


 In Local Area Plans the Council seeks to provide for the development of areas where 
the proposed mix of land uses and facilities would provide for the growth of sustainable c
ommunities through implementation of the policies/objectives/targets set out in these 
plans.  The Council’s innovative 
Clonburris SDZ Planning Scheme and Local Area Plan 
views Clonburris as presenting “an excellent opportunity to create a viable and highly 
sustainable new urban district, an Eco-District’.

The Council is continually interested in the evolving renewable energy issues and the 
broader issue of climate change and these will be further addressed in the 
forthcoming County Development Plan review.

· Corporate Services 


In accordance with the wishes of the elected members the council has 
initiated a 
project to measure the Council’s carbon footprint and has a considerable amount of work 
completed in advance of publishing  a Sustainable Energy Strategy for the 
organization.   


An Interdepartmental Working Group established to develop the Strategy has been 
working with Sustainable Energy Ireland and have produced 
a number of working 
papers and the strategy will cover inter alia:

·  Influence on energy consumption in the County 

·  Energy usage in the organisation   

· Awareness & Education 


 The draft strategy is progressing well and it is anticipated that it be listed as an item for 
consideration at the October meeting.


Recent Study Visit to Pullach & Erding Germany

Members and officials recently visited Pullach and Edring in Germany to examine 
Geothermal energy plants.  The council is mindful of the 
exploration and mining division 
of the Department of Communications, Energy & Natural Resources current 
position on Geothermal energy and the establishment of a working 
group by Minister Ryan to review the status of geothermal energy and consider options 
to advance the geothermal regulatory position in Ireland. As a result the 
council reserves 
judgement until the public consultation 
process initiated by the 
Department has been 
finalised and a report published.


Climate Change

On the broader issue of climate change a report on a proposed Climate Change Strategy 
for South Dublin County was presented to the 
Environment SPC at its meeting held on 
the 7th May last. The report stated 'inter alia' that CODEMA, an Energy Agency 
established 10 years ago under the aegis of Dublin City Council  has built up considerable 
expertise and has provided advice and assistance to the City Council on programmes 
and initiatives undertaken by them.


In 2007 they worked with the Environment SPC of the City Council on the 
development of a Climate Change Strategy for the City. Given the proximity to the 
city of South Dublin County, the similarities in population profile, the nature of both our 
businesses and the scales involved it is 
likely that there will be strong similarities in the 
approach to any measures taken in developing a Climate Change Strategy.


A CODEMA representative has met with the Council on a number of occasions and the 
following proposal on how the Strategy for South Dublin County could be developed is as 
follows; 

· Workshop for SPC Members (This workshop was held on the 23rd May last.)   

· An update report and timetable on the preparation of the Draft 
Climate Change 
Strategy will be presented at the meeting of the 
Environment SPC on the 3rd 
September 2008. 

· Meeting(s) with SPC Working Group to discuss draft strategy.  

· Draft Strategy will go through public consultation with one public meeting to be 
held in each Area Committee Area. 

· Summary of all points raised through consultation and the Draft 
Strategy to be 
presented to the SPC in February '09. 

· Once SPC has agreed the Strategy it will be presented to the next 
full 
meeting of the Council.


The Strategy will address the issue of transport, energy demands etc.


It is likely the South Dublin County Climate Change Strategy will be ready to launch in 
March '09.  It is proposed that an Action Plan will also be developed for the 
implementation of the Strategy.

The report was NOTED.
(C/0375/08)
GRAFFITI CLEAN UP 

It was proposed by Councillor C. Brophy, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney:

“That this Council engage in a pro-active advertising and awareness building program for its graffiti clean-up program.  The aim of the promotion scheme should be to ensure that all residents groups and associations in the county are aware of the graffiti clean-up programs existence and how to report incidents on graffiti for clean-up.”

REPORT:

“Following the adoption of the Litter, the commitment to develop a programme dealing with graffiti is being advanced.  This programme incorporates the existing resources provided by the Council's Anti-Graffiti Team and Litter Wardens, together with streamlined administrative structures in dealing with reported graffiti.  In addition, information about graffiti prevention and awareness forms part of the Council's Environmental Awareness role with both community groups and schools.


Graffiti should be reported either to Customer Care or directly to our Litter Warden 
service.  When graffiti complaints are received, a Litter Warden will inspect the location 
in the first instance and does one of the following as appropriate;

· Refer the location directly to the Council’s Anti-Graffiti Team for action; or, 

· List the location for referral to a specialised contractor for treatment; or, 

· Assist local groups by providing materials for them to remove the graffiti; or, 

· Advise the owner/occupier of the property of their obligations under Section 19 
of the Litter Pollution Act, 1997.


The Council’s Environmental Awareness team and RAPID co-ordinators also 
provide support for community applications under Pobal’s Community Graffiti Reduction 
Programme which aims to support an immediate reduction in the extent and impact of 
graffiti within the communities who participate in the programme and to develop local 
mechanisms within these communities to support the long-term reduction of incidences 
of graffiti.  This programme is sponsored by the Department of Justice, Equality and Law 
Reform, the Department of Environment Heritage and Local Government and the 
Department of Community Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs.


The Council is also preparing a campaign on foot of the adoption of the Litter 
Management Plan highlighting the role everyone places in keeping the county clean.  
Graffiti prevention will one of the themes of this campaign”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors C. Brophy, E. Maloney, T. McDermott, D. Keating, C. Jones, S. O’Connor, T. Ridge, D. Corrigan and M. Murphy.

Mr. J. Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer and Mr. J. Horan, Manager responded to the Members’ queries.

The report was NOTED.

 (C/0376/08)
 CIRCLE LINE BUS  

It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy and  moved without debate:
“That this Council acknowledges the serious disruption caused to the Residents of this County owing to the loss of the Circle Line Bus Service. In addition South Dublin County Council believes that many of our transport issues would be resolved at relatively low costs, if a flexible, dependable and affordable bus service was introduced. This Council now requests the Manager to write to the Minister for Transport calling on him to respond as a matter of great urgency to the public transport needs of the people of this county.”


REPORT:

“This Council has at all times recognised the need for an increase in the availability and 
an improvement in the delivery of public transport in the County.  The bus service, both 
public and private, is the key to an improved public transport sector in the short to 
medium term and the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee has advised to this 
effect on numerous occasions.


If the Members support a motion, as set out by the Councillor, the necessary letter will 
be sent to the Minister for Transport”.

The report was NOTED.

(C/0377/08)
ALAN JOYCE – C.E.O. QANTAS
It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott, seconded by Councillor M. Corr was moved without debate.

“That South Dublin County Council congratulates local man Alan Joyce on his appointment as Chief Executive Officer of Qantas Airlines and wish him well in this challenging position. We also congratulate his mother Colette and father Maurice who live in Springfield.”


REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the members' congratulations will be conveyed to Alan Joyce and his family”.
The report was NOTED.
(C/0378/08)  MOTIONS NOT REACHED


M50 AND N4 BOUNDARIES  
Councillor G. O’Connell

That this Council adopt a policy of restoring the boundary in a manner that meets the reasonable concerns of  property owners where the Council or its agents interfere with existing boundary treatment and in particular the Manager responsible restore the boundaries that have been damaged by the M50 and or N4 works given that the current approach of “replacing like with like” is not a practical proposition for residents who enjoyed a hedge and trees that took some 40 years to mature and who now are exposed to air, noise and light pollution and who have their security and privacy breached both by the interference to the hedgerow and the new heightened contours of the road combined with the effects of increased volumes of traffic, higher speed caused by the free flow system which are not eliminated by the improved road surface or the proposed landscaping. 


PROCUREMENT POLICIES
Councillor T. McDermott

That this Council request the Environment Strategic Policy Committee to review, and revise where necessary, the SDCC Procurement Policies to ensure that they minimise the Council's impact on the Environment in a manner that is consistent with legislation and that a draft revised policy be presented to the Council in 2008.

BEHANS QUARRY

Councillor R. Dowds

In the event of an incinerator being granted permission to operate at Behan's Quarry, Rathcoole, this Council agrees that we would not use the facility.

  
HOUSING MAINTENANCE 

Councillor C. King

That this Council while acknowledging the hard work of the Housing maintenance staff calls on the Manager to once and for all address the ongoing and increasing levels of vacant/boarded up houses throughout the County as a matter of priority to ensure the most efficient use of Housing stock while providing homes for families and returning a sense of pride to areas that have had to endure the presence of unsightly boarded-up houses scattered throughout their neighborhoods for periods of up to two and a half years.


GRASS VERGES 
Councillor J. Hannon

That the current practice of providing wide grass verges on new (and improved) roads be reviewed and consideration be given to utilizing a maintenance free alternative, given the difficulties with maintenance of grass and the resultant unsightly appearance.


ROAD MAPPING 
Councillor C. Keane

That this Council discusses the mapping of the SDCC (a) Roads mapping – new alignments; new road layouts; new speed limits; new lanes etc in order to assist GPS mobile communications updating. There is currently over an 18 month delay on this information as there is no centralized facility in Ireland on changing infrastructure– and that this recommendation be forwarded to each council.

 
BEHANS QUARRY 
Councillor T. Ridge

That the Manager report as to number of months it will take for Bord Pleanala to make a decision re. proposal for Incinerator at Behans Quarry Rathcoole, and to ascertain if this proposal is in line with Government Policy i.e. what body or Minister sent planning application to an Bord Pleanala.

BARRIER FREE TOLLING 
Councillor E. Maloney

That the elected members of this Council request the  National Roads Authority to withdraw their misleading advertisement in connection with the introduction of the Barrier-Free -Tolling on the M50. This on the basis that motorists are being mislead into registering for a free Tag, which in reality is costing them £12 per year. We demand that the NRA should abandon this £12 charge and refund the motorists who have registered to date.


HGV BAN 
Councillor D. Corrigan

That the Manager initiates the process to have a HGV ban put in place during the hours of 8.30am to 9.30am and 1.15pm to 3.15pm on the Lucan / Newcastle Road.  The ban to incorporate the area from the N4 Newcastle Road junction and up to and including Newcastle Village in order to create a safer environment for children travelling to and from the local schools (a total of six).


CHILDRENS WEBSITE 
Councillor M. Corr

That the Manager undertakes to develop a section of www.sdcc.ie for children, to have links to this section of the site featured prominently on the homepage of www.sdcc.ie and to create as much interactivity as possible within it in order to engage, educate and encourage as much participation by children as possible as well as promoting active citizenship from an early age.  This is to be created in addition to the development of the "Skids" section of the Libraries website.


TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION

Councillor G. Connell

That this Council liaise with the three other Local Authorities in the Dublin Area to introduce (a) transitional accommodation for Traveller Families and (b) emergency accommodation for Traveller Families who for legitimate reasons find themselves in a homeless situation.


HOUSING LIST 

Councillor R. Dowds
That this Committee recommends that single people, male and female, be permitted to go on South Dublin County Council's housing lists.


FLOODING
Councillor C. Keane

That this Council discusses mapping of the SDCC areas with particular reference to areas vulnerable to flooding and to state what action has been taken on this issue to date.


BEHANS QUARRY

Councillor D. Corrigan
That the Manager investigates complaints regarding environmental pollution at Behan's Quarry off the N7, including: 

(1) silt deposits from the quarry on to the N7 creating dust clouds across the

     carriageway, and 

(2) dust pollution from trucks exiting the quarry where truck loads are not covered 

      by tarpaulin or similar pollution preventing methods resulting in dust clouds 

      across the carriageway.


The Meeting concluded at 6.45 p.m.

Signed: ______________________



  
Mayor


Date: ___________________________
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