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H-I 2(e)
REPORT OF LUCAN-CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (1)

Wednesday, September 17, 2008

MOTION: Councillor R. Dowds

That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council initiates a compulsory purchase order process whereby a walkway/cycleway along the River Liffey from Lucan to Palmerstown would be initiated.

REPORT:
The area along the River Liffey from Lucan to Palmerstown is a highly sensitive natural heritage area.  Much of the area is covered by the Liffey Valley SAAO and the area adjoining the river itself is a Proposed Natural Heritage Area (pNHA) under national legislation.  The area around Kings Hospital School is also covered by a Tree Preservation Order.  

The Liffey Valley Proposed Natural Heritage Area site is important because of the diversity of the habitats within the site, ranging from aquatic to terrestrial.  A number of rare and threatened plant species have been recorded.  Any work, such as the development of a walkway/cycleway in this area would first of all have to be subject to detailed environmental assessment of the potential impact of the development on the area’s natural heritage.  This would include construction and operational impacts such as construction traffic, excavation, removal of soil and plants, importation of material for the cycleway, lighting, litter bins, new fencing, anti-social activity, disturbance of networks and nesting areas etc.  The assessment would need to establish the distribution and status of rare and protected plant species and the status of other protected species such as bats and otters along the river.   Comments would also need to be sought from bodies such as the National Parks and Wildlife Service in relation to impacts within the pNHA, particularly given the presence of the protected plant species and the potential impacts upon bats and otters.   

It is the policy of the Council to preserve the major natural amenities of the county including the Liffey Valley and its landscapes.  The Council seeks to protect, conserve and enhance the natural resources of the Valley in the interests of maintaining a diverse biodiversity for the benefit of this and future generations.  Initiating a Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO) for the lands without acknowledging, understanding and providing for the possible natural heritage implications of the proposed development on the area would be premature.

In addition to the natural heritage implications no funding is available to the Council at this point in time to enable the initiation of a CPO.  As Members are aware the Council has already embarked on an ambitious 3 year Capital Programme in respect of other projects which have already been defined as priorities for funding.

Furthermore it is likely that the proposed CPO would lead to opposition from landowners.  Compensation claims would include claims for compensation due to severance from other lands and injurious affection to the lands which would be retained following the development of the walkway/cycleway.  

It is recommended that the Motion not be adopted.

Following a discussion to which Councillors R. Dowds, D. Corrigan, S. O' Conchuir and G. O' Connell contributed, Mr. M. Kenny, Senior Planner, responded to the queries raised.

It was AGREED to put the motion to a vote. 

The result was 6 for and 2 against and it was AGREED that the motion would be put before the next meeting of the Council.
Managers Report:-

The Report to the Committee sets out comprehensively difficulties in implementing the resolution.

For the reasons given it is not possible to take action on foot of the resolution passed by the Committee and it is recommended that the motion be not adopted by the Council.  
