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REPORT OF LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE MEETING 1
Wednesday, 17th September, 2008

The following 2 motions were passed at the Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee meeting on Wednesday 17th September 2008. The Committee requested that the 2 motions be brought before the County Council for consideration. 

Motion: Councillor D. Keating  

Cathaoirleach's Business

“That the Manager would present a detailed report for discussion on my earlier requests for the introduction of a School-Time Restriction for Heavy Goods Vehicles on the Newcastle Road, Lucan. This Committee now requests the Manager to introduce a School-Time Heavy Goods Vehicles Restriction on the Newcastle Road, Lucan. (My detailed email refers)”
Motion: Councillor D. Corrigan
“That the Manager initiates the process to have a HGV ban put in place during the hours of 8.30am to 9.30am and 1.15pm to 3.15pm on the Lucan / Newcastle Road.  The ban to incorporate the area from the N4 Newcastle Road junction up to and including Newcastle Village in order to create a safer environment for children traveling to and from the local schools (a total of six).”

REPORT:
“HGV survey results

A survey was carried out on the 16 September 2008 at Esker Church on the Newcastle Rd, following the implementation of the HGV ban, during school hours, in Lucan Village, in order to compare it with a previous survey carried out on the 26th April 2007. This was to determine if the ban was having any material effect on the number of HGVs using the Newcastle Road. As shown in Table 1.0 the number of HGVs had reduced by over 17% northbound, and 11% southbound, between the surveys. SDCC believes that the reduction may be due to the current N4 road works, so we propose to continue to monitor the situation. 
	Table 1.0 Number of HGVs passing Esker Church on Newcastle Road
	Variation since the introduction of the ban
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	16 September 2008
	 
	Before ban
	26th April 2007
	decrease
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	NORTHBOUND
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	NORTHBOUND
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	HGV
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	7am-8am
	28
	26
	 
	34
	41
	-17.65%
	-36.59%

	8am-9am
	30
	33
	 
	43
	38
	-30.23%
	-13.16%

	9am-10am
	49
	36
	 
	50
	39
	-2.00%
	-7.69%

	Tot. AM peak
	107
	95
	 
	127
	118
	-15.75%
	-19.49%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	4pm-5pm
	26
	32
	 
	25
	33
	4.00%
	-3.03%

	5pm-6pm
	12
	28
	 
	19
	17
	-36.84%
	64.71%

	6pm-7pm
	5
	7
	 
	11
	15
	-54.55%
	-53.33%

	Tot.PM peak
	43
	67
	 
	55
	65
	-21.82%
	3.08%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Tot.
	150
	162
	 
	182
	183
	-17.58%
	-11.48%


Diversion of HGVs

If a HGV ban is introduced on the Newcastle Road, any possible meaningful diversion would require HGVs to travel considerably increased distances, in some cases, and past other schools on the diversion routes. SDCC Roads & Transportation Section does not consider this mode of tackling congestion, or safety issues, in front of schools, due to the change in social patterns of  pupil travel, to and from schools in recent years, as a viable long or even short-term solution. It should also be noted that the R120 is currently being upgraded with new junctions at the N4 and Nangor Road, to facilitate improved access to Grange Castle, Profile Pk., etc., and any such ban, will have a detrimental effect on their economic well-being, in the longer term. 
Recommendation

Consequently, SDCC Roads Department does not recommend the introduction of the HGV ban along the Newcastle Road. HGV numbers have reduced significantly since last year. Any detour would involve diverting traffic past other schools in the area, and there could possibly be economic repercussions from such a move.
We would propose, that the situation be monitored, with possibly more traffic counts taken, following completion of the roadworks in the area, and a reappraisal of the situation, in consultation with the local members, taken at that stage.”
