COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL


MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

MONDAY 14TH JULY 2008

QUESTION NO. 1

QUESTION: Councillor M. Ardagh

To ask the Manager how much the Council has paid out in grants under the Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability and the new Mobility Aids Grant Scheme, i.e. under each scheme (previous and new), annual Council budget, how many applications received and granted in 2006, 2007 and 2008 (to date), average amount applied for, average amount granted, what % of the bill is grant aided, is there an approved or recommended listing of contractors, and any other information relevant to the question?

REPLY:
The Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability and the Mobility Aids Grant Schemes were introduced by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government on 1st November 2007. The following is the position regarding grants received and approved to date under each scheme:
(a) Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability (Maximum grant €30,000)

	No. of applications in 2008 (to date)
	No. of grants approved in 2008 (to date)
	Average grant approved

	156 
	100 (including grants under previous scheme)
	€9,522.00


(b) Mobility Aids Grant (Maximum grant €6,000)

	No. of applications in 2008 (to date)
	No. of grants approved in 2008 (to date)
	Average grant approved

	36 (a significant number were received incomplete and returned to applicant)
	5
	€4,942.00


Both of the above schemes are subject to means testing. Prior to 01/11/07 all the works granted under the above schemes were funded under the Disabled Persons Grant Scheme (private dwellings) subject to a maximum grant of €20,320.00. The following is a breakdown of the number of applications received and approved in 2006 and 2007 under the Disabled Persons Grant Scheme 
Year  No. of applications received    Applications approved   Average grant approved
2006            438


      177
                            €16,582.98                                                                      
2007            467                                            331

   €11,899.11

                                                                                                               
2008   NONE (Replaced by HAG&MAG)       61                               €9,789.65                                                                                                   
The Mobility Aids Grant Scheme provides for 100% of the cost of the works being funded up to a maximum grant of €6,000 for applicants whose assessable gross household income does not exceed €30,000 in the previous tax year.
The Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability Scheme provides for up to 95% of the works being funded subject to a maximum grant level of €30,000. The actual grant payable in each case is determined by the assessable household income in the previous tax year and the grant calculated in accordance with the following means testing limits:
Gross Max. Household Income   % of Costs available     Maximum Grant Available
Up to €30,000                                95%                                  €30,000
€30,000 - €34,000                         90%                                  €27,000
€34,001- €38,000                          80%                                  €24,000
€38,001- €42,000                          70%                                  €21,000
€42,001- €46,000                          60%                                  €18,000
€46,001- €50,000                          50%                                  €15,000
€50,001- €54,000                          40%                                  €12,000
€54,001- €65,000                          30%                                    €9,000
In excess of €65,000                               No grant is payable
There is not an approved or recommended listing of contractors currently in place.
The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government has notified the Council (SIU Circular 8/08) of a total combined capital allocation of €3,990,090 for 2008 for the payment of the Disabled Persons and Essential Repairs Grant Schemes and the Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability, Mobility Aids Grant and Housing Aid for Older People Grant Schemes. €1,064,024 of the combined allocation of €3,990,090 must be provided from the Councils own resources.
