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	 COMHAIRLE CONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS


	SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL


MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE 

(Dealing with Environment, Housing, Parks and Community)
HELD ON 19th May, 2008
PRESENT

	Councillors
	Councillors

	Corr M.
	King C.

	Daly J.
	Maloney E.

	Hannon J.
	Neville J.

	Jones C
	Warren K.

	
	


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor M. Corr presided.

OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Director of Community Services
	P. Smith

	Senior Executive Officers
	J. Quinlivan, H. Hogan, Y Dervan, M. Coleman, A. Jacob

	A/County Librarian
	I. Stobbart

	Senior  Engineer
	L. Magee

	Senior Architect
	A. Golden

	Senior Executive Architect
	S. O’Grady

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	B. Sheehan

	Executive Parks Superintendent
	C. O’Grady

	Administrative Officers
	B. Martin, H. Pierce, J. Kilgarriff,   P. Fleming, P. Doherty

	Senior Staff Officer
	J. Kelly

	Staff Officer
	E. Conlon


Dr. Shimelis Yigezu, the Councils Ethiopian Project Manager, was introduced to the Members by An Cathaoirleach Councillor M. Corr.
T/360/08
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 21st April, 2008 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.  

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Tallaght Area Committee held on 21st April, 2008 be ADOPTED and APPROVED".

ENVIRONMENT  BUSINESS

T/361/08
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 1 - 4, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."
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T/362/08 
ABANDONED VEHICLES REMOVED IN THE TALLAGHT AREA
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

"To ask the Manager to state the number of abandoned vehicles removed by the council in the Tallaght area to date this year and to say the cost of this exercise?"

REPLY:
During the first three months of 2008, 25 abandoned vehicles and 36 burnt-out vehicles have been removed by the Council in the Tallaght area.  The cost specifically relating to the Tallaght area is not available for this period but the cost per standard vehicle removal is €60.  In addition, administrative charges levied by the contractor, vehicle storage costs, wasted journey charges, disposal charges for additional waste in vehicles and VAT, each as applicable, are added to this charge, while the Council also incurrs costs directly related to this service in respect of assigning Litter Wardens to inspect/investigate reports of abandoned/burnt-out vehicles and also providing an administrative service to record and assign complaints received.
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T/363/08
CLEAN-UP OF THE WHITESTOWN STREAM
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

"To ask the Manager to arrange for a major clean-up of the Whitestown stream in the Jobstown and Killinarden areas and to state what measures have been put in place to eliminate pollution of rivers/streams in the Tallaght area?"

REPLY:
An inspection of the stream from Jobstown Road to Whitestown Way was carried out by Environmental Services Department staff on the 9th May 2008 in the context of; 

(a)   Drainage Maintenance

(b)   Pollution Control (Biological and Chemical)

(c)    Litter Management 

(a)    This stream is maintained regularly by the Drainage Maintenance Crew for the purpose of removing anything of a nature that may potentially block screens on the stream and cause flooding. 

(b)   Currently, the Council investigates all pollution complaints and follows through on any issues that are unearthed. In cases where alleged guilty individuals or organisations are identified such follow up action can be: 

            1. Instruction to cease pollution; 

2. Issue legal notices in the form of Section 12 notices under the Water Pollution               Act or            

            3. Requirement to apply for a discharge licence 

(c) On the day of the inspection significant dumping of black plastic bags was evident behind houses at Dromcarra Avenue, in the vicinity of the stream. This has been reported to the Litter Warden for the area. It is also evident that litter from the surrounding park area blows into the stream. Once in the stream it is dealt with by the Drainage Crews where built ups are evident and in particular at the trash screens.

 A significant sum of money is expended annually in the area of waste disposal removed from rivers and streams in the County, including the Jobstown / Killinarden stream.
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T/364/08
HAZARDOUS WASTE SITES
QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon

"To ask the Manager to report on the location and extent of hazardous waste sites within the Committee's area, and can he indicate what action, if any, is being taken to deal with the problem?"

REPLY:
A report was presented to the May meeting of the Environment Strategic Policy Committee dealing with the issue of illegal and unauthorised waste disposal sites within South Dublin County, in particular in the region of the Dublin Mountains.  While compiling this report it has been necessary to review all known waste disposal sites within the County.  No hazardous waste disposal sites have been identified in the County through that review.    
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T/365/08
CCTV INSTALLATION
QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon

"To ask the Manager to confirm when CCTV will be installed (as previously promised) at *address supplied?" 

REPLY:
Our contractors have advised that they will be installing the revised CCTV system during the week commencing 19th May at the location referred to.
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T/366/08
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/367/08
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/368/08
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

RATIONALE FOR THE €150.00 CHARGE FOR THE REMOVAL OF PRIVATE CARS
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. Jones: 

“That the Manager outline the rationale for the €150.00 charge for the removal of private cars when the three other local authorities in Dublin charge a much lower rate ie Dublin City Council = €30.00, Dun Laoghaire Rathdown = €100.00 and Fingal = €50.00 per Dublinwaste.ie website.”
The following report which had been circulated was READ:
“The Council charge in relation to vehicle removal is based on costs incurred by the Council in employing contractors to remove cars.

Such costs include the cost per standard vehicle removal, administrative charges levied by the contractor and VAT as applicable. The Council also incurs costs in dealing with the requests received.  Consequently, the charge of €150 reflects the cost to the Council of the provision of the service.  

It should be noted that persons wishing to have their vehicles disposed of can do so free of charge by bringing them to authorised treatment facilities rather than requesting the Council to arrange this for them.” 

Following a contribution from Councillor C. King, Mr. J. Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised. The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a Headed Item would issue to a future Tallaght Area Committee Meeting dealing with Environment business. 
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T/369/08
CLEANUP OF THE OLD 'JOHN OF GOD' SITE
It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren, seconded by Councillor J. Neville: 

“That this Committee supports the residents of Virginia Heights in their request for a cleanup of the old 'John of God' site which runs adjacent to their area and is causing both anti-social and dumping problems for the residents and the matter be discussed.”
The following report which had been circulated was READ:
“This site is the subject of current discussions between the Housing Department and Respond Housing Association concerning the proposed development of voluntary housing there while the Development Department have commenced investigation of the site as a derelict site.  The Members will be informed of updates on both of these processes as and when further information is available.  

Additionally, the Environmental Services Department have been in contact with the site owners to request that measures be carried out to clean up the site but progress in this regard will be somewhat related to the outcome of the processes referred to previously.   The Cleansing Section have cleaned the Council owned site adjacent to the John of Gods site and will continue to monitor iand clean that site as necessary.

A deputation of residents from the area recently met with various Council departments to discuss this site amongst other issues.”Bottom of Form
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Following a discussion to which Councillors K. Warren, J. Neville, M. Corr, J. Daly, and  J. Hannon contributed, Mr. J. Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised. The report was NOTED and it was AGREED a site visit be arranged within the next two weeks and that a Headed Item would issue to the next Tallaght Area Committee Meeting dealing with Housing Business.  

T/370/08
THE FIRE SERVICE IN TALLAGHT
It was proposed by Councillor E Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

That this Committee supports the need for additional resources for the Fire Service in Tallaght.  

The following report which had been circulated was READ:

“The Senior Engineer, Dublin City Council with responsibility for the Fire Service was requested to report on the above motion and has reported as follows:

"Dublin Fire Service operates on a regional basis covering the area of Dublin City and County. Tallaght district is served by the fire station at Belgard Road with backup provided predominantly by Dolphin’s Barn and Rathfarnham.

In January 2001 having regard to the unprecedented level of population growth and domestic and commercial development in the South Dublin area the existing fire station in Tallaght was upgraded to a two pump station.

Over the past 3 years fire appliances have attended to over 15,600 incidents in the Tallaght area.  These incidents consist of domestic fires, car fires, road traffic accidents, small fires (bins, skips etc) and a wide variety of other incidents at which emergency assistance is required. 

In addition to two fire appliances there is also an emergency ambulance based in Belgard Road.  All Dublin firefighters are also fully trained paramedics.  Last year over 12,800 medical incidents were dealt with by Dublin Fire Brigade Ambulances in the South Dublin Area.

Proposals are at an advanced stage for the construction of a new fire station at Belgard Road.  When the new fire station is completed and fully operational, there will be an opportunity to develop the site of the existing station.  Currently there is increasing demand to provide facilities in the areas of community fire safety, emergency planning and civil defence and these issues will be factored into future development plans.

The level of resources, fire cover and response times are monitored on an ongoing basis by Dublin Fire Brigade.  Despite the increase in population over the last number of years, the number of fire and rescue responses by the Fire Brigade over a five-year period has remained virtually static.

Dublin Fire Brigade in conjunction with the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government are currently procuring a Risk Based Analysis System, which will assist us in carrying out a detailed fire cover study for the region in the near future.  The results of this study will be forwarded to South Dublin County Council."
It was further proposed by Councillor E Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and AGREED to amend the above motion as follows:

“That this Committee requests a meeting with the City Engineer, Dublin City Council, to discuss the proposed upgrading of the Belgard fire station , Tallaght, and the concerns of the elected Members about the ongoing lack of investment at our local fire station.”
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Following a discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney M. Corr, J. Daly, C. Jones and J. Hannon contributed Mr. M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised. The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the Dublin City Council Engineer would be invited to attend a future Tallaght Area Committee Meeting dealing with Environment Business to discuss the fire service provided by the City Council. 

T/371/08
THE SEWER AT 29 TO 35 KNOCKMORE PARK
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

"That this Committee once again calls on the Manager to arrange for the necessary works to be carried out on the sewer at 29 to 35 Knockmore Park as residents are continuously experiencing environmental health problems each time there is a blockage where toilet paper and raw sewage covers the entire Road causing a significant health risk to residents, this continues to occur despite agreement last April (2007) that the works would be carried out as a result of a motion tabled at that meeting". 

The following report which had been circulated was READ 

“There were two separate drainage problems at this location.  The works which were agreed to be carried out at the April 2007 meeting by the Architects Department were in respect of flooding on Knockmore Park which was as a result of site investigations carried out by Consultants engaged by the Council.

The second problem relates to the private combined drain serving No.s 29-35 Knockmore Park.  Problems with private combined drains are normally the responsibility of the householders connected to them but in this instance as a number of the dwellings are Council rented properties, the Environmental Services Department has contacted the Housing Maintenance Section to inform them of the remedial works  required at this location. These works will consist of the construction of a new manhole on the system.  The Area Engineer has reported that this new manhole should resolve the problem.”
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Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King,  M. Corr and J. Daly contributed Mr. M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised. The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a Headed Item would issue to the next Tallaght Area Committee Meeting dealing with Environment Business.  

T/372/08
CLEAN-UP OF THE STREAM WHICH RUNS THROUGH WATERGATE PARK
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

“That this Committee requests a clean-up of the stream which runs through Watergate Park,Old Bawn.”
The following report which had been circulated was READ:

 “Following an inspection, a clean up of the area will be arranged as necessary.”
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Following a discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney, K. Warren, C. King, J. Daly, J. Neville and M. Corr contributed Mr. L. Magee, Senior Engineer, responded to queries raised. The report was NOTED.
T/373/08
ERECTION OF SIGNS AGAINST DOG’S LITTERING
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

“That this Committee calls the erection of signs in the vicinity of the Holy Rosary and other schools to warn owners against their dog’s littering. This Committee further calls for bins to facilitate dog owners in disposing of the litter.”
The following report which had been circulated was READ:

“The Litter Warden for the area has been requested to examine the location referred to with a view to arranging for the installation of appropriate signage in the vicinity of the school as necessary.  Requests for other specific areas will considered as received.  

It is incumbent upon dog owners to responsibly dispose of dog litter.  In practice this usually results in disposal in on-street litter bins or domestic bins.  The provision of dog litter bins is being investigated.”
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Following a discussion to which Councillors C. Jones, J. Hannon, M. Corr and J. Daly contributed Mr. L. Magee, Senior Engineer, responded to queries raised. The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a Headed Item would issue to a future Tallaght Area Committee Meeting dealing with Environment Business.  

HOUSING  BUSINESS

T/374/08
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 5 - 8, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."
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T/375/08
NUMBERS OF HOUSE VISITS AND INTERVIEWS CARRIED OUT BY THE COUNCIL'S SOCIAL WORKERS
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

"To ask the Manager to outline the numbers of house visits and interviews carried out by the council's Social Workers since 2004 in the Tallaght South area giving a breakdown of reasons for visits/interviews and actions taken as a result of this activity?"

REPLY:
The Housing Welfare Service is currently under review. Part of that review involves the development of an I.T. system to record, track and monitor details of services being provided.

The Council’s Housing Welfare Team is working with approx. 60 files in the Tallaght  South area.  Welfare support is provided across a range of functions within the Housing Department, including  priority transfer applications where the transfer is being pursued on grounds of anti social behaviour or on  compassionate/medical or other grounds.  The Housing Welfare Team also provides a tenancy sustainment service to families who are at risk of losing their tenancy, a  post-tenancy support service to homeless families/ individuals who were housed as homeless,  the team also works with families who are experiencing financial hardship and have substantial loan/rent arrears and also elderly or vulnerable members of the community, such as those with mental health issues.
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T/376/08
THE RANGE OF ACTIONS BEING TAKEN ARISNG FROM THE RECENT MEETING WITH BROOKVIEW RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon

"To ask the Manager to report on the range of actions being taken arisng from the recent meeting with Brookview Residents Association, and can he confirm that a 'joined-up' appraoch will be taken by the Council in an effort to deal with the very real issues raised?"

REPLY: 
A meeting was held between Council Officials, Local Residents, Gardai and Public Representatives on the 10th April 2008 to discuss issues of concern in relation to Brookview Housing Estate.

The meeting was very successful and a full agenda of items of concern to the residents was dealt with as follows:

1. Anti Social Behaviour  This matter was addressed by Council staff and by the Gardaí who were present at the meeting. It was agreed that the activities of 3 families which have been identified by the Council will be put under scrutiny by the Gardai and the Council’s Anti Social Unit over the coming months with a view to taking enforcement proceedings pursuant to  the Housing Acts. 

2.  The Council has arranged for the provision of a new camera to cover Brookview Green. 

3.  OAP Bungalows  The Housing Maintenance Section is currently seeking quotations for the upgrading of the senior citizen dwellings at Brookview Terrace.  This will include the replacement of doors and windows, installation of security lighting and exterior painting of the OAP Bungalows. 

4. Used Syringes     A major cleanup was carried out by the Council’s cleansing crew on 25th March 2008.  

5. Drug Dealing  Gardai reported that this was not a major concern in this area. However, regular patrolling of the area by the Gardai will continue in the interest of good estate management. 

6. Road Sweeping  Cleansing Unit has confirmed that all roads in Brookview Estate are swept on a regular basis. 

7. Burnt out cars   The Council's Housing Estate Management Section will continue to work in close co-operation with the Litter Warden in relation to the removal of burnt out cars. Where a burnt out car is identified locally local residents are advised to contact the relevant Estate Officer for the area so as to ensure a prompt and speedy response. The Council's Housing Clinic should also be utilised to its full potential for reporting issues of local concern.

The Council can confirm that a coordinated approach will  continue to be taken by all departments and by the Gardai in dealing with the issues which have been raised over recent months by the Brookview Residents associations.
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T/377/08
THE SITE AT HOMELAWN VILLAS
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

" To ask the Manager for a detailed update on proposals for the site at Homelawn Villas, as raised on previous occasions by this Councillor?"

REPLY:
The area in question, at Homelawn Villas was examined by Architectural Services Department in 1999 to see if it was feasible to construct houses on it following reports of anti-social behaviour there. It was found not to be feasible to develop as only a small portion of the land was in Council ownership. 
However, the remaining part of the site has now being transferred to the Council and is currently in the process of being registered. Architectural Services department have been asked to examine the expanded site to see if it is possible to develop it.  
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T/378/08
ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR IN DE SELBY, TALLAGHT
QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren

“To ask the Manager, in respect of specific housing policy, if action has been taken by the Housing Department against residents who live in (Details supplied) concerning continuous and serious instances of anti-social behaviour in De Selby, Tallaght, and if he will make a statement on the matter?”

REPLY: 
The De Selby Estate Tallaght, is a private housing estate in respect of which South Dublin County Council has no function for enforcement of anti-social behaviour.    However, It has been alleged that the anti social behaviour at this location is emanating from an  adjoining Council housing estate.   In an effort to increase security for the residents of De Selby improvements to the boundary wall dividing this estate and the adjoining Council estate were undertaken by the Council's Housing Estate Management Team.  In a further attempt to address anti social social activity at this location an infill housing site to provide 27 new units is due for completion in the final quarter of 2008.
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T/379/08
REPORT ON HOUSING CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME

The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“ The up-to-date position of the Housing Construction Programme is set out in detail below:-
Completions 2004
Cushlawn (Phase 1) - 28

Tymon Park - 2

Bolbrook - 11

Kilcarrig (Phase 2) - 8

Russell Square - 5

Marlfield (Part V) - 26

Total 80
Completions 2005
Marlfield (Part V) - 1

Russell Square - 110

Bawnlea - 7

Jobstown Village Core - 11

Cushlawn (Phase 2) - 31

Daletree(Part V) - 8

Fettercairn Village -22

Total – 190
Completions 2006 
Fettercairn Village - 19

Deerpark Joint Venture - 11

Fortunestown B (Phase 2) - 38

Fortunestown B (Phase 4) - 120

Daletree (Part V) - 24

Total - 320
Completions 2007 
Fortunestown B (Phase 2) - 28

Daletree (Part V) - 3

Brookfield - 16

Castlepark - 9

Deerpark (Part V) - 36  

Avonbeg – 18

Oldcourt/Heatherset/Hunterswood – 20 

Total - 130 
Completions 2008
6 units in Feb 2008, 14 units in March 2008, 7 units April 2008

Total - 20
Schemes in progress - anticipated completion date 
Fortunestown B (Phase 1 - 110 units) – Conciliator appointed to resolve problem regarding heating in 57 units. South Dublin County Council served notice to Ferrovial that remedial works will commence on 15/05/2008

Avonbeg (Phase 3 - 47 units) - 18 units handed over 5th December 2007,  6 units in Feb 2008, 14 units in March 2008, other 9 units 9th June  2008

Cushlawn (Phase 3 - 22 units) - May 2008

Greenhills Road (Part V - 9 units) - 2nd Qtr 2008

Kilcarrig (Phase 3 - 80 units) – 3rd Quarter 2008

Kiltalown Green (27 units) - January 2009

Ardmore (Part V - 2 units) - 2nd Qtr 2008

Oldcourt/Heatherset/Hunterswood (Part V) – 20 – 3rd Qtr 2008

Arena Court (Part V 35 units, voluntary) 2nd quarter 2008

Total - 314 units
Tender Assessment
Avonbeg (Phase 4 - 7 units) - Anticipated start date 2nd Qtr 2008

Fettercairn (Phase 2 - 33 units) - Anticipated start date 2nd Qtr 2008

Comments
Fortunestown B (Phase 3 & 5 - 160 units) - Presently being examined by Architects Dept.

Castletymon (32 units) - tenders approved by DOEHLG

Rossfield Old Shop Site (9 units) - Target tender 2nd Qtr 2008

Knockmore (96 units) - Target tender 2nd Qtr 2008

Stocking Lane (100 units) - Target tender preparation date 4th Qtr 2008

Deerpark (8 units) - cost plan approved by DOE, tender documents being prepared, target tender date 3rd Qtr 2008

Total - 445
Concept/Design Stage
Suncroft (10 units) - possible affordable option - concept to ACM on 19th Nov 07

Not Proceeding
Swiftbrook (11 units) – meeting held with school.  Not in favour of development – not proceeding and being removed from Programme.

Other potential sites are also being examined.”
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Mr H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, summarised the report.

Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King,   and M. Corr contributed Mr H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised. The report was NOTED.
T/380/08
REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PROGRAMME

The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED.

“The following is the current position on developments at various stages of delivery throughout the Tallaght Area of the County.
	Scheme
	Type and No. of Units
	Status
	Comments

	Daletree Place 
	10 Group Houses
	Completed & Occupied
	Residents moved into houses in August 2005.

	Belgard Park 
	10 bay RCP
	Completed & Occupied
	Residents moved into houses in August 2005.

	St. Aidan’s Close Brookfield
	5 Group Houses 
	Completed & Occupied
	Families moved in to houses on 3rd May 2006.  

	Hazel Hill, Killinardin
	Group Houses – 5 R.C.P. – 5 Bays
	Completed & Occupied
	Residents moved into scheme in December 2006.

	Fortunestown
	10 Group Houses – 
	Completed & Occupied
	Residents moved into scheme in  Dec. 2006.  

	Stocking Lane
	10-bay RCP
	Pre-construction
	Works commenced delivery expected May 2009

	Rathcoole
	10 GH
	Pre-part 8
	Development delayed pending completion of roadworks. Pre-part 8 drawings being drafted

	Turnpike
	3 GH
	Pre-part 8
	Presentation to this meeting

	Belgard Road
	10 units
	 
	Awaiting outcome of ITT plan
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It was AGREED to take Headed Item no. 5 in conjunction with the above report:
TRAVELLER SPECIFIC DEVELOPMENT TURNPIKE ( RED COW)

Please see a presentation on the development at the attached link:

http://intranet/cmas/documentsview.aspx?id=17879
Ms Sharon O’Grady, Senior Executive Architect, made a presentation on the report.
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Mr H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, summarised the report.

Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King, M. Corr, E. Maloney, and K. Warren     contributed Ms Sharon O’Grady, Senior Executive Architect and Mr H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised. The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a report would issue with consideration of CPO procedure for the Belgard Road site to next months meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Housing Business.
T/381/08
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/382/08
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/383/08
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/384/08
CUSHLAWN REFURBISHMENT SCHEME
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

"That this Committee calls on the Manager, to provide a report on the overall (all phases) Cushlawn refurbishment scheme outlining differences between the first phase of works and the current phase".

The following report which had been circulated was READ:

“The Council commenced phase 2 of its Housing Refurbishment Programme in October 2007. 197 homes are scheduled for refurbishment, of which 97 are in Cushlawn Estate.Phase 1 of the Refurbishment Scheme resulted in 325 homes being refurbished, of which 148 were in the Cushlawn Estate.

Currently, the Council's nominated contractor for the Cushlawn Refurbishment Programme is involved in snagging 19 homes in Stage 2A, with another 13 homes nearing completion in Stage 2B. Work will not progress on further stages until the first stage is completed to the Council's satisfaction. Phase 2 is progressing satisfactorily and is scheduled for completion in the first quarter of 2009. Phase 2 also includes some environmental upgrading works in Cushlawn. This is being treated as a separate contract and will be tendered towards the end of the current contracts for Phase 2.

The works being carried out in Phase 2 differ from those in Phase 1 in two key respects:

1. Contract Type

Phase 1 of the Refurbishment Programme was a direct labour/subcontractor based project, with the Council being responsible for the co-ordination of the various trades, security and health and safety issues. Phase 2 of the Refurbishment Programme has 2 main contractors, one based in Quarryvale and one based in Cushlawn. The contractor has responsibilty for co-ordinating all trades, security and health and safety on site and the contractor is the project supervisor. This allows a more efficient and reliable delivery of the project and provides assurances in relation to defects liabilities.

2. Scope of Works

While the scope of works in Phase 2 is mostly similiar to those in Phase 1, there are some differences. In respect of the replacement of windows and doors, the works carried out in Phase 2 complies with the Building Regulations issued in 2005 and the regulations  in respect of Means of Escape/Fire Safety issued in 2006. These regulations were not in force for Phase 1 of the Refurbishment Programme. The current specification being used in Phase 2 is the specification being used in the Council's Windows and Door Upgrade/Replacement Programme which is being rolled out throughout the county. These specifications allow for a new aluminium frame with double glazing being fitted onto the exisitng window frame where possible. Where the window frame is beyond repair, a complete aluminium replacement window is installed.

The completion of the Council's Accelerated Gas Fired Central Heating Programme in 2006 resulted in all Council homes being fitted with central heating. The main mechanical element of the works in Phase 2 concentrates on the upgrading/replacement of heating systems installed by tenants.”
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Following a contribution from Councillor C. King Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised. The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that further details be circulated to the Members.
T/385/08
ELECTRICAL SOCKETS DIRECTLY BENEATH KITCHEN SINKS
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

"That this Committee calls on the Manager to comment on the practice of the provision of electrical sockets directly beneath kitchen sinks and the possible safety risks attached as was the practice in the new units in McUlluim Estate in Fortunestown, Tallaght".

The following report which had been circulated was READ:

“The Council's Architectural Services Department report that low level electrical sockets are provided for appliances such as fridges and washing machines under the worktop in McUlluim Estate.  These sockets are put in at an early stage and located near to the location of the intended appliance.  Sometimes when the kitchen is fitted they are not exactly behind the appliance.  In some instances they could be closer to the kitchen sinks (which are earthed) but this does not contravene Electrical Technical Council of Ireland regulations nor pose any safety risk.”
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Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King, J. Daly, and M. Corr contributed Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised. The report was NOTED.
PARKS  BUSINESS

T/386/08
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 9 - 16, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/387/08
ROUNDABOUT AT THE JUNCTION OF FORTUNESTOWN WAY AND BROOKFIELD ROAD
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

"To ask the Manager the expected start date for the landscaping project on the roundabout at the junction of Fortunestown Way and Brookfield road?"

REPLY:
Preparatory work on the landscaping and upgrading of the roundabout at the junction of Fortunestown Way/ Brookfield Road has recently commenced and will be completed in the near future.
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T/388/08
MAINTAINANCE OF GRASS VERGES AT FIRHOUSE ROAD
QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon

"To ask the Manager to act on previous commitments to have the grass verges regularly cut and maintained at Firhouse Road area from Ballycullen Road junction westwards?"

REPLY:
Arrangements will be made by Parks Department to have the grass verges cut on a regular basis and maintained at this location.
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T/389/08
WORK ON THE SECTION OF THE DODDER RIVER AT OLD BAWN BRIDGE
QUESTION: Councillor E. Maloney

"To ask the Manager when work on the section of the Dodder River at Old Bawn bridge will commence, this in response to the Motion in this Councillors name, which was agreed to at the March, 2007 Area Meeting?"

REPLY:
Work on the section of the River Dodder at Old Bawn Bridge has commenced.

The works involved pruning, felling and removal of existing vegetation from both river banks.  Fencing was also installed along the steep section of river bank. 

Further works will form part of the detailed design scheme resulting from the Part 8 proposal detailed under Headed Item H-I (8) and other improvement works at this location.
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T/390/08
THE REMOVAL OF THE BUSHES AT THE REAR OF THE CRESCENT, MILLBROOK LAWNS,
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 QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

" To ask the Manager to have arranged the removal of the bushes at the rear of the Crescent, MIllbrook Lawns, which are a haven for anti-social activity and also a litter magnet and could contact be made with the resident at details supplied *  in relation to this issue?."

* Details supplied 

REPLY:
The Parks Department has made contact with the resident. 

The location will be inspected and any necessary pruning/removal works will be considered as part of the 2008/09 Arboricultural Programme.
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T/391/08
KILNAMANAGH ATHLETIC FOOTBALL CLUB
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

" To ask the Manager to make contact with Kilnamanagh Athletic Football Club with a view to having resolved  the issue of the grooves on the 11 a side football pitch on the ring road in Kilnamanagh and will the Manager please note, that these grooves have appeared since pipes were installed underneath the said pitch approximately four or five years ago?"

REPLY:
The Parks Department has made contact with Kilnamanagh Athletic Football Club and arrangements have been made for an on site meeting to have this matter futher investigated.
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T/392/08
PARK BYLAWS ERECTED IN DODDER VALLEY PARK AT OLD BAWN
QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren

'To ask the manager when will the 'Park Bylaws' be erected in Dodder Valley park at Old Bawn, will information on the park be supplied on these noticeboards along with the restrictions in the park, where will they be located and will he make a statement on the matter?' 

REPLY:
Arrangements are in hand to have signage displayed at the main entrance to Dodder Valley Park off the old Bawn Road.The Park bye laws will be incorporated into the signage also the new Council logo.
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T/393/08
A STUB WALL AND RAILINGS AT THE ENTRANCE TO ELY ESTATE
QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren

“To ask the Manager in light of an earlier commitment to look at providing a stub wall and railings at the entrance to Ely Estate, just off the Oldcourt Road, to set out the response of the Council to this earlier request and if the Manager would recognise, particularly for those residents of the four houses that live directly on the Oldcourt Road and adjacent to the open space, that there is no separating wall between this busy road and their adjoining property, and given the increasing volumes of traffic at this location, and the need to make the public open space in question a good deal safer than it currently is, if he would now set out the total cost involved for providing for this piece of infrastructure, and in the context of the 2008 Parks Works Programme, if this can be accommodated, and if he will make a statement on the matter?”

REPLY:
Arrangements are being made to have costings prepared for carrying out these works when this exercise has been completed the member will be informed of a time scale for this work as agreed with local residents.
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T/394/08
OPEN SPACE AT MONALEA GROVE, MONALEA WOODS
QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren

“To ask the Manager if the public open space at Monalea Grove, Monalea Woods and Woodlawn Park, up to and including Scoil Treasa, can be cut on a regular basis, and tidied around the edges so that this area can be used for recreational purposes and particularly for children who want to play football at this location, if this can now be included on the rota, and if he will make a statement on the matter?”

REPLY:
The open space at Monalea Grove, Monalea Woods and Woodlawn Park, up to and including Scoil Treasa is cut by the Parks Department as part of the grass cutting programme.  

During the grass cutting season the area is cut as frequently as possible, which varies from 12 to 18 days between cuts depending on weather conditions, staff availability, machinery breakdown etc.
The planting along the edges of this location will be inspected and any necessary pruning works will be considered as part of the 2008/09 Arboricultural Programme.
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T/395/08
NEW WORKS

REPORT OF THE PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS UNDER PART 8 OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 FOR THE PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF NEW CHANGING ROOM FACILITIES AND CAR PARK, RELOCATION OF TENNIS COURTS, RE-ORIENTATION OF PLAYING PITCHES, AND LANDSCAPE IMPROVEMENT WORKS AT OLDBAWN WEIR, DODDER VALLEY PARK, OLDBAWN, TALLAGHT. DUBLIN 24.

The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

The report can be viewed at the following link:

http://intranet/cmas/documents/178960_H-I%20(8)%20DODDER%20PART%208%20REPORT.doc
Mr B. Sheehan, Senior Parks Superintendent, initially spoke on the report and Ms C. O’Grady, Executive Parks Superintendent, subsequently summarised the report.

Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Corr, E. Maloney, K. Warren, C. King and J. Daly contributed the report was NOTED and it was AGREED to defer report for consideration of further submissions to next months Tallaght Area Committee Meeting dealing with Parks Business.
T/396/08
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/397/08
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/398/08
PUBLIC OPEN SPACE AT BALLYCULLEN ROAD/FIRHOUSE ROAD JUNCTION
It was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon, seconded by Councillor C. Jones:

“That the public open space at Ballycullen Road/Firhouse Road junction be placed under regular cutting and maintenance, as it is overgrown and, consequently, subject to dumping and anti-social activity.”
The following report which had been circulated was READ:

“Arrangements will be made by the Parks Department to have the open space at this location placed under regular grass cutting. 

During the grass cutting season the location will be cut as frequently as possible, which varies from 12 to 18 days between cuts depending on weather conditions, staff availability, machinery breakdown etc.”
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Following a contribution from Councillor J. Hannon, the report was AGREED.

T/399/08
THE PUBLIC OPEN SPACE AT GREENHILLS ROAD / BANCROFT COURT.

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor C. Jones:

“That this Committee requests the Parks Dept., to demand from the developer a date for the completion of the re-instatement work at the public open space at Greenhills Road / Bancroft Court.”
The following report which had been circulated was READ:

“The Parks Department has been in contact with the developer responsible for service installations in the area of public open space at Bancroft Park.  

The developer had engaged a landscape contractor to carry out the reinstatement works as soon as weather conditions were favourable. It has now transpired that the landscape contractor engaged by the developer was unable to carry out the works.  

The developer is currently in the process of engaging a new contractor to carry out the works as soon as possible under the supervision and to the satisfaction of the Parks Department.”  
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The report was Noted.  

COMMUNITY  BUSINESS

T/400/08
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 17 - 18, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."
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T/401/08
PROGRESS OF THE TALLAGHT STADIUM
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

"To ask the Manager about the progress of the Tallaght Stadium such as the work undertaken to date, an estimated completion date for the project and if the stadium will be ready in time for Shamrock Rovers to take up residence there in time for next season?"

REPLY:
The Council is in the process of overseeing the completion of Phase 1 of the stadium project i.e to complete the partially built stand, pitch and associated works. 

 The Council entered into negotiations with the original design team and the contractor who was in possession of the site some time ago, prior to the initiation of the judicial review proceedings, with a view to updating the contract documentation and agreeing a revised contract price for the completion of the contract works.

 These negotiations are now complete and a revised contract will be signed and is anticipated that the works on site will commence in the very near future with a target of completion in time for the availability of the Stadium for Shamrock Rovers use for home games in the League of Ireland next season. 

The Council made an application for funding under the 2008 Sports Capital Grant Scheme towards the funding of the Project and is awaiting a decision on this application which is expected at the end of May 2008.
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T/402/08 
THE NEW COUNTY ARTS CENTRE
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

"To ask the Manager what the estimated completion date is for the new County Arts Centre and to state what activities/facilities will be available to the public once opened?"

REPLY:
South Dublin County Council in the development of this arts infrastructure project has set aside the traditional style arts centre based on one building and one organisation undertaking the programming. The Council has developed a model that encourages a strategic approach to the development of the arts across the county taking into account:  

· The geography and demographics of South Dublin County. 

· The presence of existing arts organisations. 

· The relationship between the local authority and the arts centre

It is proposed that an arts centre company be established to manage a flagship development in Tallaght and also, in the long-term, to manage a network of facilities across the county.  The programming of activities in the arts centre facilities will be undertaken by a range of existing arts organisations including Tallaght Community Arts Centre, and new service providers.

This structure allows for flexibility in programming activities and scope to offer tenders for the use of space - taking into account offers made to Tallaght Community Arts Centre at the initial stage of this development.  It allows for contracting out services such as artist studios management, application procedures and liaison with artists.

The new flagship building in Tallaght is designed to reflect current approaches to the making and delivery of arts.  Alongside two high quality exhibition spaces (including a ‘white cube’) and a 60 seat performance space, the emphasis is on ‘process’ and ‘participation’.  The definition of space reflects the primary aim of the arts centre, to support the artist and participant in the conception and making of art.  

The arts centre development in Tallaght, which is taking place alongside a major extension of the County Library and which is adjacent to the Civic Theatre, offers opportunity for the creation of a synergetic cultural nucleus in Tallaght, which should have a countywide impact.

 It is hoped that the Arts Centre will open in September of this year and members will be kept advised of developments.

THE VISION FOR THE ARTS CENTRE
The remit of the arts centre is to support contemporary art practise by providing spaces and opportunities for:
·        Artists to make, perform or exhibit art. 
· Arts organisations and individuals to deliver arts programmes and events. 

· Individuals and communities to engage with the arts.

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission for the arts centre is to develop the arts in South Dublin County countywide, through the support of professional and participatory arts activities and through the provision of infrastructure dedicated to the arts.  

OBJECTIVES
· Support and develop the arts countywide. 

· Encourage all art forms. 

· Support professional productions and exhibitions of art by local, national and international artists. 

· Provide opportunities for communities to participate in arts activities. 

· Encourage professional arts organisations and artists to work and live in South Dublin County.  

· Provide spaces for productions, exhibitions and process-based activities. 

· Provide workspace for arts organisations and artists. 

DESIRED OUTCOMES
· Countywide arts activity.

· Supporting best practice and excellence in the arts. 

· Diversity of programming. 

· High footfall.

FACILITIES
                                                                                                Ground Floor
Gallery 1

Gallery 2

Art Store

Café / Servery

Reception

Toilets

Performance Space

Changing Rooms with Showers

Art Workshop Room

 

                                                                                                Floor 1
3 Offices

Art workshop Room

5 Music Rooms

Dance Rehearsal Studio

 

                                                                                                Floor 2
3 Offices

3 Incubator Units

2 Large Multimedia Rooms

Boardroom

1 Large Workroom

                                                                                               Top Floor
3 Offices

6 Artist studio spaces
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T/403/08
APPLICATION FOR GRANTS


The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Applications for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants to these organisations, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

 
	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	GF 1671
	Glenanne Hockey Club
	Equipment Grant
	08/01/08
	€800

	GF 1705
	Basketball Ireland
	Single Interest Grant
	04/03/08
	€15,000


 

Contribution
 

A contribution is being made to the following group:-

 

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	 
	Enable Ireland
	Contribution towards an activity weekend
	03/04/08
	€1,000


Application for Grant (Arts Act 2003)
Application for  grants under the Council’s Arts Scheme has been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	Agf 628
	Adelaide and Meath Hospital
	Towards establishing art group in health programme 
	24/4.08
	€1500

	Agf623
	Tallaght Choral Society
	Towards performance in NCH
	13/3/08
	€1000


 

Contribution
 A Contribution is being made to the following groups-

 

	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	Scoil Aonghusa Senior
	Presentation of exhibition of artwork
	1/2/08
	  €250

	Mysstri Productions
	Production in the Civic Theatre
	7/2/08
	€200

	Fuineamh Traditional Group
	Performance in St Maelruans and Aras Chronain 
	8/4/08
	€150
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It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report”

T/404/08
LIBRARY/ NEW EVENTS

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“May/June 2008

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Castletymon
	Bealtaine Festival

Flower arranging with Fiona Dunne.  Booking Necessary.
	Wednesday 21st May at 11am

	
	Bealtaine Festival

Silver Surfers an introduction to the Internet and e-mail.  Participants must attend both sessions.  Booking Necessary
	Tuesday 27th & Friday 30th May at 10am

	
	Book Club 

All Welcome
	Tuesday 27th May at 11am

	
	Art Exhibition by Yuliya Awobajdi
	Month of June

	
	English for Foreign Nationals All Welcome.
	Mondays at 10am

	
	Improvers Irish Conversation Class.  Booking Necessary
	Tuesdays at 10am

	
	Computer Class

Booking Necessary.
	Wednesdays from 10am – 12pm

	
	Story time for 3-6 year olds.  All Welcome.
	Wednesdays at 3.30pm

	
	Tour of Library & Storytime Booking necessary
	Thursday Mornings

	
	Arts and Crafts with Sinead for 8 – 12 year olds.

Booking Necessary
	Thursdays at 3.30pm

	
	Spanish Conversation Group.  All Welcome.
	Fridays at 10am

	
	Junior Book Club for 7 – 10 year olds.  All welcome.
	Tuesday 10th & 24th June at 3.30pm

	
	Book Club Author Visit- Martina Devlin.  All welcome.
	Tuesday 24th June at 11am

	
	Fused Festival 

Gaiety School of Acting Workshop - offering young people an opportunity to express themselves through drama.  Class Booking – 6th Class
	Wednesday 25th June from 9.30am – 12.30pm

	
	Fused Festival 

Aubrey Flegg - Author Visit by the writer of Katie’s War and the Louise Trilogy.  Class Booking
	Thursday 26th June at 10am-11am & 11.30am - 12.30pm



For further information contact 4524888

May/June 2008

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Tallaght
	Bealtaine Festival

Laughter Workshops

Did you know that laughing is SERIOUSLY good for your health??
	Friday 23rd May at 11am

	
	Bealtaine Festival

Evening of Music and Readings with Virginia House Creative Writers 
	Wednesday 28th May from 7.30pm – 8.30pm 

	
	Interface Exhibition

80 Portative Photographs from 14 Different Countries
	Month of June

	
	Official Launch of the County Library
	Monday 9th June

	
	Launch of Family Literacy Project


	Tuesday 17th June

	
	Fused Festival 

Gaiety School of Acting 

Class Booking
	Monday 23rd June from 9.30am – 12.30pm

	
	Fused Festival 

Author Visit Aubrey Flegg

Class Booking
	Wed 25th June from 10am-11am & 11.30am-12.30pm

	
	Fused Festival

Polish Day- Polish Story time
	Wed 25th June at 3pm

	
	Fused Festival

Polish Dance Night & Polish Jazz Band
	Wed 25th June at 7.30pm – 9.30pm

	
	Fused Festival

Mask making Workshop
	Thursday 26th June at

	
	Fused Festival 

Drama workshop with Chapter House Theatre Company
	Friday 27th June at 


For further information contact 462 0073”
Mr I Stobbart, A/County Librarian, summarised the report.
Following a discussion to which Councillors C. Neville M. Corr, J. Daly and E. Maloney contributed, the report was NOTED.

T/405/08
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/406/08
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/407/08
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/408/08
THE NABCO OWNED COMMUNITY FACILITY ON DONOMORE PARK
It was proposed by Councillor C.King, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

"That this Committee calls on the Housing Manager to report in detail what progress has been made in relation to the re-development of the NABCO owned Community facility on Donomore Park in to Housing units and can he/she make a statement on the matter".

The following report which had been circulated was READ:

“At the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held in January, the following report was submitted in response to the Motion on the NABCO Facility at Donomore Park
“The Community Services Department’s Community Field Staff assist the Management Committees of Community Facilities to address difficulties/concerns that they may have.  
NABCO Housing Association has not been in contact with the Community Department.  However the Community Team will meet with NABCO at their request to discuss any difficulties they may have with the management of the facility in Donomore Park, Killinarden.
Following the above a member of the Community Services Department Field Staff met with representatives of NABCO who stated that they intended to apply for change of use, of the facility from Community type facility to housing units.
The primary reason for this proposed change of use was reported to be problems created by anti –social behaviour.
NABCO are experiencing some difficulties with Planning Department with regard to the planning procedures.
Community Department are currently in process of arranging a meeting between NABCO and Planning Dept with a view to assisting in resolving these difficulties.”
 Following a contribution from Councillor C. King the report was NOTED  
T/409/08
ST PATRICKS DAY PARADE IN TALLAGHT
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney:

"That this Committee calls on the Manager to establish a working group/Committee headed by the Councils Community Department with responsibility for ensuring a St Patricks Day Parade in Tallaght takes place for 2009 and onwards as the current hit and miss arrangement is completely unacceptable to the people of Tallaght taking into consideration our strides towards becoming a city and the fact that the smallest of towns around the Country can organise Parades".

The following report which had been circulated was READ:

“South Dublin County Council Community Department will be pleased to assist any group, association or organisation that wishes to become involved in either organising or exploring the possibility of setting up a committee / working group designed to re-establish a Tallaght St. Patrick’s Day parade.
It is considered essential that the local community (both voluntary and commercial sectors) take a leading role in this regard, with the Council providing assistance, guidance and resources as appropriate.
In the past there has been a failure to successfully establish the appropriate community based groundwork and support that results in  a well supported parade and despite the best efforts of the Council the resulting parades were not a success and were thus not continued.
The Council’s current  involvement with and support for many community , arts , sports and other organisations mean that it is in an ideal position to engage with  requests for assistance in any proposed venture to re-establish a parade.”
Bottom of Form

Following a discussion to which Councillors, C. King, E. Maloney and C. Jones contributed the report was NOTED 

The Meeting concluded at 5.30 p.m.
Siniú:
______________________

Dáta:
________________

An Cathaoirleach







