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MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Monday, 9th June 2008
HEADED ITEM NO. 6 (a) (i) 
Report of Transportation Strategic Policy Committee Meeting

 of 8th May 2008.

Attached is report of the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee Meeting of Thursday 8th May 2008.

1.
Confirmation of Minutes

Minutes of Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 7th February 2008 were confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

2.
Review of Progress 

Mr F Coffey presented a review of schemes constructed during the period 1999 -2008. 

By way of introduction the mobility issues facing the council were outlined. These include:
· high volume of radial commuters to/from city centre originating in and outside county.

· Increased North / South orbital movement (local and through traffic). 

· A developing local road network to strengthen interconnectivity between communities.

These traffic issues make it necessary to maximise efficiency of and manage conflicting demands on available road space.

Schemes constructed during the period 1999 -2008. 

Quality Bus Corridor Schemes

1.
North Clondalkin QBC – Fonthill Road, Coldcut Road.
2.
South Clondalkin QBC  - Nangor Road.

3.
Orbital QBC  Phases 1-3  Belgard Road, Fonthill Road, Ninth Lock Road.

4.
Naas Road QBC Phases 1 – 3.

5.
Lucan QBC ( N4)

6.
Lucan QBC Extension.

7.
Rathfarnham QBC – Rathfarnham Road, Grange Road, Nutgrove Avenue.

8.
Rathfarnham QBC Extension.

9.
Tallaght QBC – Tallaght Village, N81.

10.
Newcastle Road bus priority measures.  
Cycle Tracks

1.
Wainsfort Road.

2.
Dodder Park Road

3.
Kennelsfort Road

4.
Cypress Grove Road.

5.
Templeville Road / Greentrees Road.

6.
Grange Road.

7.
Ballyboden Road.

8.
St Peter’s Road.

Road Construction Schemes

(a)
National Roads: 

Year   
Cost



Constructed
1. 
N7  Rathcoole Interchange
1999 
€16.3m

2. 
N4 Galway Road – M50 Woodies &
    
Quarryvale Interchange.
1999
Offset
3. 
M50 Southern Cross Route, Balrothery                             
    
– Kilmashougue.
2001
€3.45m
4. 
N7 Naas Road – Newlands Cross to Rathcoole 
2001      
€22m

5. 
N7 Naas Road -  Rathcoole to Kildare 

boundary 
2006         
€11.6m

6. 
N4 Galway Road – Woodies to Kildare 

boundary Under Construction.

(b)
Non – National Roads

1.
Cookstown Way – Belgard Square North to          
    
Tallaght By Pass.
1999
€2.6m
2. 
R113 Fonthill Road South, Dunawley to 

Foxdene 
1999          
€11m

3. 
R113 Green Route – Ballyboden Way.           
1999       
€2.8m

4. 
Wellington Lane – Knocklyon Road Link.           
2001      
€1.5m

5. 
Killeen Road                                               
2004          
€0.5m

6. 
R120 Oldbawn Bridge                                         
2004   
€3.6m

7. 
R819 Greenhills Road – Airton Road to 

Tallaght.  
2005
€3.5m

8. 
Killinarden Way – Firhouse Road West to    

    
Killinarden Heights. 
2005
€225,000
9. 
R136 Outer Ring Road Phase 1 Naas Road  

    
to Grange Castle.
2005
€40m
10. 
Ballinascorney Lane.                                 
2006              €404,000

11. 
Hayden’s Lane.                                                 
2007          
€1.3m

12. 
R136 Outer Ring Road  Grange Castle to     
2007

      
Lucan Road.

13. 
R114 Firhouse Road – Woodlawn to                    

      
Oldbawn Bridge
Under Construction
14. 
R113 Green Route Final Phase                        
Under Construction

15. 
R136 Outer Ring Road Phase 3 Naas Road
      
to Tallaght By-Pass. 
Under Construction
Industrial Estates Improved

1. 
Cherry Orchard                                      

2005

€105,000

2. 
Cookstown





2005

€264,000

3. 
Crag






2005

€227,000

4. 
John F Kennedy




2005

€127,000

5. 
Western






2005

€106,000

6. 
Cherry Orchard





2006

€71,000

7. 
Cookstown





2006

€151,000

8. 
Crag






2006

€27,000

9. 
Western                                                  
2006

€78,000

10. 
Cookstown





2007

€110,000

11. 
Robinhood





2007

€1.1m

12. 
Western






2007

€66,000

Mr Coffey  informed the Committee that the slow down in development has resulted in a reduction in amount of money received by the Council by way of levies which in turn  is affecting progress on a number of proposals. 

The Report was Noted.

The following Motion on school transportation was agreed. It was further agreed that this Motion be put before the Council:-

“That this Committee requests the Manager to write to the Minister for Transport to express the disappointment of South Dublin County Council that funding has not yet been made available for our School Bus Transportation Pilot Scheme.”

3.
Presentation on Dublin Transport Authority Bill 2008

Mr Philip Murphy gave a presentation summarising the provisions of the Dublin Transport Authority Bill 2008 which was published by the Minister for Transport on 14/4/08. This legislation will facilitate the establishment of a new transport authority for the Greater Dublin Area – “DTA” who will have overall responsibility for co-ordinating transport.
The DTA functional area comprises Dublin City, Fingal, Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown, South Dublin, Kildare, Meath and Wicklow. 

Principal Functions 

· Responsible for strategic transport planning in GDA

· Set out framework in integrated plan covering 12 to 20 year period

· Allocate capital and current funding for public transport and traffic management

· Infrastructure Projects to be delivered under direction and supervision of DTA by responsible agencies
· Could implement projects itself if it judges it to be appropriate

· Could give mandatory directions to implementing agencies

· Will procure public transport services and regulate public transport fares including public service obligations

· Will ensure integration of services and accountability of service providers for quality of service provided
· Prepare traffic management plan for GDA

· Traffic management functions to remain with local authorities but subject to direction from DTA

· Engaged in planning process from Regional Planning Guidelines, City and County Development Plans to Local Area Plans
· Ensure delivery of integrated ticketing

· Ensure delivery of integrated fares and information systems

· Publish information on performance of transport system

· Undertake research on transport.
A draft transport strategy is to be prepared within 1 year of review of Regional Planning Guidelines for GDA and then approved by Minister. Strategy is to be reviewed/renewed every 6 years. An integrated implementation plan with multi annual funding is to be prepared 9 months following approval of the strategy.

The bill also provides for the establishment of Dublin Transport Authority Advisory Council (DTAAC) with Chair and 12 ordinary members comprising: Dublin City Manager (or other official); 2 County Managers from GDA (or officials); 2 members of Dublin Regional Authority; 2 members of Mid-East Regional Authority; rep from Garda Siochana and 4 reps from nominated organisations.
DTA must consider DTAAC recommendations and give reasons for observations.

A strategic traffic management plan for GDA is to be prepared, which must be reviewed every 6 years. A local traffic plan is to be prepared for each road authority within 6 months of above plan.
Green Paper launched on 22nd April 2008 proposes introduction of Regional Mayor for Dublin with range of powers. It proposes that Regional Mayor will chair the Dublin Transport Authority. Consultation period until 31st July 2008.
The Presentation was noted.

4.
GDA Transport Strategy 2010 - 2030

Mr Jeremy Ryan, Strategy Project Manager, DTO gave a presentation.  He informed the Committee that the DTO is currently preparing a new transport Strategy covering a 20 year period 2010 – 2030 for the Greater Dublin Area. This strategy must have regard to specified Matters eg National Spatial Strategy,  Regional Planning Guidelines, Transport 21 etc. Initially, the DTO is developing the transport strategy and will hand it over to  Dublin Transport Authority (upon establishment) for completion.

Summary of Issues

· Growth in population in outer areas

· Growth in population in rural/villages/small towns

· Little prospect of good quality public transport in many of these areas
· Longer journey distances to work (and other services)

· Longer journey times

· Much more likelihood of travel by car

Measures likely to be examined

· New Infrastructure

· Better Management of Existing Infrastructure

· Better Information

· Better Integration of Transport Service

· Demand Management Measures (e.g. pricing, parking, promotion of alternatives)

· Promotion of behavioural change

A Prerequisite for Success

Integration of land use and transport planning

* Building in the right place
* Designing developments for ease of use of sustainable modes

Public consultation on the proposed strategy is scheduled to run from 19th May – 30th June 08.  
The strategy will be developed with the participation of the public and stakeholders. 

The Report was Noted.

5.  
Correspondence from Taxi Regulator on National Maximum Taxi Fare Revision
Correspondence Noted.

