COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 14th April 2008.


	PRESENT 


	Councillors
	Councillors

	Ardagh, M.
	Lahart, J.

	Brophy, C.
	Maloney, E

	Corr, M.
	McDermott, T.

	Cosgrave, P.
	McGaughey, A.

	Daly, J.
	Murphy, M.

	Daly, M.
	Neville, J.

	Dowds, R.
	O’Connell, G.

	Hannon, J.
	O’Connor, S.

	Jones, C.
	Ridge, T.

	Keane, C.
	Tuffy, E.

	Keating, D.
	Walsh, E.

	King, C.
	Warren, K.


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan 

	Directors / Heads of Function


	T. Doherty, P. Smith, P. Poole, F. Coffey, A. Jacob, J. Walsh, F. Nevin

	County Architect
	E. Conroy, 

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	B. Sheehan

	Senior Executive Officers
	M. Maguire, M. Judge, L. Kelly, J. Quinlivan, H. Hogan, M. Ni Dhomhnaill

	Senior Planners
	M. Kenny

	Senior Executive Planners
	P. Devlin

	Asst. Environmental Awareness Officer
	C. Hinch

	A/Administrative Officer
	U. Donnellan

	A/Senior Staff Officer
	T. Fallon

	A/Assistant Staff Officer
	M. Dunne

	IT Support
	C. Whelan


An apology for inability to attend was received from the Mayor, Councillor B. Gogarty.

Councillor D. Keating, Deputy Mayor presided.
VOTE OF SYMPATHY
At the commencement of the meeting of the meeting Deputy Mayor, on behalf of members and staff extended sympathy on the death of former President of Ireland, Dr. Patrick Hillary on 12th April 2008 after a short illness.
He also extended deepest sympathy to the parents and family of 14 year old local boy Patrick Ryan-Corr who died tragically after being struck by lightning in Tallaght on 12th April 2008.
A minute’s silence was observed as a mark of respect.
ECO WEEK – 14th-18th April 2008

The Deputy Mayor informed the Meeting of the launch of Eco Week and drew attention to the Schedule of Events planned for the week. 
(C/0138/08)
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES
a) Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 10th March 2008 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.

b) Minutes of Special Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 7th April 2008 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.
(C/0139/08)
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 4TH MARCH 2008 DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0140/08)
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 11TH MARCH 2008 DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - GRANTS), PARKS, ENVIRONMENT AND HOUSING
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
Community Business
“Application for Grants
Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application
	Amount

	GF 1663
	Cherryfield Residents Association, Walkinstown, Dublin 12.
	Community Activity Grant (Including Sport Activity)
	20/11/07
	€352

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor T. McDermott and RESOLVED.

"That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grant as recommended in the foregoing report."”
It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor T. McDermott   and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2) 11th March 2008 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0141/08)
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 18TH MARCH  2008 DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - GRANTS), PARKS, ENVIRONMENT AND HOUSING
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
Community Business
“Application for Grants
Applications for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-
	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application
	Amount

	GF 1697
	Kilnamanagh Athletic Football Club, Kilnamanagh Family Recreation Centre
	Equipment Grant
	11/02/08
	€800

	GF 1701
	St. Anne’s Baton Twirlers, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
	Running Costs Grant for Community Groups
	21/02/08
	€200



	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application
	Amount

	GF 1693
	Tallaght Community Radio Forum
	Start Up Costs for Community Groups
	04/02/08
	€300

	GF 1709
	Hazelgrove Residents Association
	Running Costs Grant for Community Groups
	07/03/08
	€200


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.  

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application
	Amount

	AGF 615
	Phoenix Youth Band
	Arts Grant towards event subsidy to host a competition 
	14/1/2008
	€500


It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grants as recommended in the foregoing report”.”
It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney       and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee (1) 18th March 2008 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0142/08)
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 31ST MARCH 2008 DEALING WITH ROADS (1 REPORT - EXTINGUISHMENT OF RIGHT OF WAY 14-18 DRUMCAIRN AVE), PLANNING (1 REPORT - MOTION RE BOUNDARY LANDS), DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES
The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

Roads Business
“Proposed Extinguishment of a Public Right of Way at rear of 14, 15, 16, 17 & 18 Drumcairn Avenue, Tallaght, Dublin 24. Map Ref: RE 0714.
The attached report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting (2) on 31st March 2008.
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. King and AGREED:
“That this Committee recommends to the Council that the public right of way at rear of 14,15,16,17 & 18 Drumcairn Avenue, Tallaght, Dublin 24 as shown coloured red on Drawing No. RE 0714 be extinguished.”
The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right of way is a reserved function of the Council.
If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:
“South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public right of way at rear of 14, 15,16,17 & 18 Drumcairn Avenue, Tallaght, Dublin 24 as shown coloured red on Drawing No. RE 0714 be extinguished.”
MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2)

Monday, March 31, 2008

HEADED ITEM NO. 11

Extinguishment of a Public Right of Way at rear of 14, 15, 16, 17 & 18 Drumcairn Avenue, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
The following report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting on 17th December, 2007.

“An application has been received from Housing Maintenance and residents of 14, 15, 16, 17 & 18 Drumcairn Avenue, Tallaght, Dublin 24 to formally extinguish the public-right of way.  It is proposed to effect the closure by means of incorporation into their gardens.”

Following consideration of the report, it was agreed to initiate the procedure.

The proposal to extinguish the public right of way was advertised in the Echo on Wednesday 23rd January, 2008 and signs were erected on site in accordance with Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993.  The latest date for receipt of objection, representation and requests for an oral hearing was 7th March, 2008.

No submissions were received in response to the public advertisement/notice.

Bord Gais, Eircom, ESB and NTL have stated that they have no objections to the proposed extinguishment.

Water and Drainage Sections have no objection to the proposed extinguishment.

Public Lighting Section have stated that they have no objection to the proposed extinguishment. 

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way and the granting of an oral hearing is a reserved function of the Council.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the attention of the Council.”
It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee (2) 31st March 2008 – Roads Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
Planning Business
Report from Tallaght Area Committee (2), 31st March 2008
“It was proposed by Councillor J. Daly and Seconded by Councillor M. Corr 

“That this Committee calls on the Manager to compel the Department of Education to reinstate to its original condition the boundary of lands owned by them in the vicinity of Coolamber Drive and Stoney Lane in Rathcoole, that this Committee acknowledges the negative impact of this fencing on the residential amenity in this area and the acute danger that the current insuffient boundary represents to residents in the area in particular children, who now have easy access to this land through they ugly and inadequate fencing that is currently at Coolamber Drive and non-existing boundary treatment at Stoney Lane.”

The following Report by the Manager was READ.

The removal of the hedgerow at the boundary between Coolamber Drive and the Department of Education lands, and its replacement with a palisade fence is considered to be exempted development.  Accordingly, there is no action open to the Council to pursue the reinstatement of the hedgerow.

The provision or non-provision of a boundary treatment at Stoney Lane is a matter for the Department of Education.

Following a contribution from Councillor J. Daly, and Councillor M. Corr, Ms. M. Hunt, Administrative Officer responded to the queries raised.  It was proposed by Councillor J. Daly and Seconded by Councillor M. Corr and AGREED that the Motion be referred to the April County Council Meeting under Report of Area Committee.” End of committee report.
Report to Council:
“With regard to access to the Council lands from Stoney Lane, arrangements are being made for the provision of a replacement gate and wing railings to prevent unauthorised access to the lands. Arrangements are also in place for the levelling and grading of these Council lands at the rear of Coolamber Estate but this must wait until the weather improves and the soil dries out.”
A discussion followed in relation to the Department of Education lands at Coolamber / Stoney Lane with contributions from Councillors J. Daly, M. Corr, J. D. Keating, J. Lahart, C. Keane and J. Hannon.
Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Economic Development, Mr. T. Doherty, Director of Planning and Mr. J. Horan, County Manager responded to the Members’ queries.

Following discussion the report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a letter would issue to the Department of Education requesting that measures be taken to reinstate the hedgerow at this location.
(C/0143/08)
LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 19TH MARCH 2008
DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING,  DEVELOPMENT, AND CORPORATE SERVICES  

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0144/08) LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 26TH MARCH 2008
DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - GRANTS), PARKS, ENVIRONMENT AND HOUSING
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

Community Business
“Application for Grants
Applications for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:
	Ref:
	Group
	Type of Application
	Date of Application
	Amount €  

	GF 1664
	Knockmitten Over 2’s Club, Knockmitten Youth & Community Centre
	Start Up Costs for Community Groups
	30/11/07
	€1,000

	GF 1665
	Knockmitten Parent & Toddler Group, Knockmitten Youth & Community Centre
	Start Up Costs for Community Groups
	30/11/07
	€1,000

	GF 1667
	Lucan Tidy Towns, Lucan
	Equipment Grant
	13/12/07
	€2,200

	GF 1679
	Lucan St. Patrick’s Day Parade, Lucan
	Countywide Community Activity Event with a Countywide Interest
	29/01/08
	€3,000


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003) 
Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Arts Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below.  Payment of this grant in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group         
	Type of Application  
	Date of Application
	Amount €

	AGF 619
	Lucan Community College
	Support Arts workshops as part of College Art Festival
	11/2/2008
	€700


It was proposed by Councillor G. O’ Connell, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grants as recommended in the foregoing report”.”
It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2) 26th March 2008 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0145/08) TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 1ST APRIL 2008 DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING (1 REPORT - EMERGENCY MOTION PASSED), DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

Planning Business
“The following motion was passed at the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting(1) of 1st April 2008 under the suspension of standing orders. 

Emergency motion for submission to South Dublin County Council Meeting 
“That this Council fully examines and reviews all its procedures for the supply of information in regard to planning matters to ensure that inaccurate information is not supplied to members of the public.  This should be done as a matter of urgency in light of the mistake made in relation to closing dates, which could have affected the residents wishing to make submissions on the Landys Ind. Estate/Knocklyon Service Station planning application.”
Proposer: Cllr Colm Brophy
Report:
In 2007 the Planning Department issued over 2500 decisions in respect of planning applications and the various types of other applications we receive (Fire Certificates, Declarations of Exemption, Compliances etc).

Over 2,000 submissions were made in respect of planning applications since the start of 2007. An average of at least 2 notifications per third party issued in respect of each submission. Therefore a minimum total of 4,000 notifications issued to third parties in respect of these submissions. In the case of applications where additional information was requested, received and re-advertised the total number of submissions could be as high as 6 notifications per third party. If the application is appealed the number of notifications would be up to 7 per third party. The Council was notified in respect of 227 appeals in 2007 alone and 363 planning applications involved the requesting of further information. The figure of 4000 notifications is therefore a very conservative estimate.

In respect of one particular planning application, SD07A/0977, the notifications issued to the 18 third parties, are alleged to have caused confusion and unintentionally misled some members of the public. 

The main body of the letters stated:

“I wish to inform you that Additional Information was received in respect of the above proposal on 14-Mar-2008. This submission may be inspected or purchased at the Planning Department which is open daily Monday to Friday, from 9.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. inclusive or on the Councils website www.southdublin.ie under the link for Planning applications on the homepage. 
It has now been deemed that the information submitted contains significant additional data requiring the re-advertisement of the application. Accordingly a further submission/observation in relation to the further information may be made by you, in writing, within a period of up to 2 weeks from the date that the additional information was received. No fee is payable in respect of this submission.” 
This information was correct.

However, in the area of the letter entitled “date received” two dates were shown, viz. 4th January 2008 and 17th March 2008.

It has been suggested that this led to some confusion as to when exactly the further information was submitted, and the final date for third party submissions.

Three of the third parties lodged submissions within the correct time period.

Others however sought to lodge the submissions outside the statutory date (14 days from receipt of the additional information 14th March, i.e. 27th March) 

As soon as the typographical error contained in the notifications became apparent the submissions were accepted and acknowledged. No right of appeal was affected. 

The notifications templates have been altered to prevent a recurrence. 

This Council supplies large volumes of information in respect of planning applications. Full planning applications can be viewed on the Council website, submission expiry dates are displayed on the Council website since November 2007, the notifications issuing to third parties advise on how to access information on the site, and there is a facility to register email addresses against applications in order to receive automatic notifications generated through the website.

This last facility was used by a number of third parties in relation to the aforementioned planning application.

Notwithstanding the number of applications efficiently processed annually, the thousands of customers dealt with, the accuracy and timeliness of information issued to the public and the wide availability of information generally from this Council, the Planning Department is regularly reviewing and developing services in the interests of greater efficiency in the processing of applications and the provision of information to the public.

Permission was refused on Thursday last, 10th April, for the proposed development at Knocklyon Service Station.”
It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy       and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (1) 1st April 2008 – Planning Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0146/08) 
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE, 20TH MARCH 2008 
The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:
a) Draft Calendar of Meeting Dates 

“The following Draft Calendar of Meeting dates was APPROVED by the Members at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 20th March 2008:

Draft Calendar of Meeting Dates

5th May - 27th June
2008

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 5th May  
	Bank Holiday
	
	

	Tues. 6th May 
	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (1)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	22/04/2008

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

*(For planning files see below)


	Wed. 7th May
	Environment  Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30p.m. – 7.00p.m.


	04/04/2008

Business to Director of Environmental Services 

	Thurs. 8th May 
	Transportation Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30p.m. – 7.00p.m.
	07/04/2008

Business to Director of Roads Department 

	Fri. 9th May 
	
	 
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 30/04/08

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon 12th May 

	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting
	12.30 p.m.–2.00 p.m.

3.30 p.m. – 6.30 p.m.
	28/04/2008

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues 13th May
	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2)

Community, Parks, Environment & Housing
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	29/04/08

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

	Wed. 14th May 
	Sports, Recreation, Community Development and Parks Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30p.m. – 7.00p.m.
	11/04/2008

Business to Director 

Of Community Services  Department

	Thurs. 15th May 
	Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee 
	5.30p.m. – 7.00p.m.
	14/04/2008

Business to Director of Housing  Department 

	Fri. 16th May 
	
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 19th May 
	Tallaght Area Committee (1)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing

Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education and Libraries Strategic Policy Committee
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m

5.30p.m. – 7.00p.m.
	06/05/2008

Business to SEO Housing Department

16/04/08

Business to Director of Community Services Department 

	Tues. 20th May
	
	
	

	Wed. 21st May
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1)

Development, Planning, Corporate Services & Roads

Economic Development (incl Planning and Development) Strategic Policy Committee 


	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.

5.30p.m. – 7.00p.m.
	08/05/08

Business to SEO Planning Department

*(For planning files see below)
18/04/2008

Business to Director of  Development Department

	Thurs. 22nd May 
	Traffic Management Meeting

Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee (in committee)

Audit Committee
	1.15 p.m. – 3.30 p.m.

3.30 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.

6.00p.m. – 7.30p.m.
	09/05/2008

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Fri. 23rd May 
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 15/05/08

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 26th May
	Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services


	3.30 p.m. –5.30 p.m.
	13/05/2008

Business to SEO Housing Department

*(For planning files see below)

	Tues. 27th May
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	14/05/2008

Business to SEO Planning Department

	Wed. 28th May 
	Deputations 
	2.00p.m.-  6.00p.m.
	

	Thurs 29th May 
	
	
	

	Fri. 30th May 
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 20/05/08
	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 2nd June
	 Bank Holiday 
	
	

	Tues. 3rd June
	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (1)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	20/5/2008

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

*(For planning files see below)


	Wed. 4th June 
	
	
	

	Thurs. 5th June
	
	
	

	Fri. 6th June 
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 28/05/08

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon 9th June
	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting
	12.30 p.m.–2.00 p.m.

3.30 p.m. – 6.30 p.m.
	26/05/2008

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues. 10th June 
	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2)

Community, Parks, Environment & Housing
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	27/05/2008

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

	Wed. 11th June 
	
	
	

	Thurs 12th June 
	
	
	

	Fri. 13th June
	
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 16th June 
	Tallaght Area Committee (1)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	03/06/2008

Business to SEO Housing Department

	Tues 17th June 
	
	
	

	Wed.  18th June 
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1)

Development, Planning, Corporate Services & Roads
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	05/06/2008

Business to SEO Planning Department

*(For planning files see below)

	Thurs. 19th June
	
	
	

	Fri. 20th June 
	Joint Policing Committee Meeting 
	3.00p.m. – 5.00p.m.
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 12/06/08

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 23rd June
	Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services


	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	10/06/2008

Business to SEO Housing Department *(for planning files see below)

	Tues. 24th June
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	12/06/208

Business to SEO Planning Department

	Wed.  25th June
	Deputations 
	2.00p.m. – 6.00p.m.
	

	Thurs 26th  June 
	
	
	

	Fri. 27th June 
	Annual General Meeting
	3.30 -
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 17/6/08      

  In relation to the current calendar of meetings for April 2008:

· The special meeting “Variation of Clonburris LAP is tentatively scheduled for Monday 7th April 2008, at 3.30pm due to availability of key personnel required to be in attendance.   Business must be concluded before 10th April 2008.
The Inter Authority Meeting between South Dublin County Council and Fingal County Council is scheduled for Thursday 23rd April 2008 @3.30pm in Co Hall, Tallaght.”
b) Report on Conferences/Seminars

“The following report was approved at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 20th March 2008: 
	NAME OF CONFERENCE 
	HOST 
	VENUE 
	DATE 
	COUNCILLORS ATTENDING 
	CONFERENCE FEE PER PERS0N

	LAMA Spring Conference
	Local Authorities Members Association 
	Knightsbrook Hotel Trim Co. Meath
	27th  - 28th March 2008
	Cllr. C. Keane Cllr. R. Dowds
	€250

	Practical Implications of an All Island Economy 
	Chambers Ireland
	Cavan Crystal Hotel Cavan
	31st March 2008
	 Cllr Gus O’ Connell Updated
	€225

	16th Environmental Recognition Conference
	Rattoo Heritage Society
	Golf Hotel, Ballybunion
	2nd-6th April 2008
	Cllr. D. Keating Cllr. C. King Cllr. T. Gilligan Cllr. J Daly, Cllr. J. Neville, Cllr. K. Warren, Cllr. C. Jones, Cllr. M Corr. Updated
	€265

	Better Local Government Is it working 
	Wexford Borough Council
	Talbot Hotel, Wexford.
	3rd–5th April 2008
	 
	€225


	Planning Seminar for Councillors
	TJK Conferences Ltd
	Patrick Punch Hotel, Limerick
	Deferred to 25-26th April 2008
	 
	€150

	Training Seminar of Councillors – Effective Communication
	Kadenza Consultancies
	Silver Tassie Hotel, Milford Road, Letterkenny
	4th-6th April 2008
	Cllr. A. McGaughey Cllr. Cait Keane Updated
	€245

	Rethinking the City Conference De Carbonising out Urban Environment
	Cultivate Living and learning Centre
	15-19 Essex Street West. Temple Bar, Dublin 8
	4th April 2008
	Cllr. T. Mc Dermott Cllr. E. Tuffy 
	€150 

	Sherkin Island Marine Conference
	Sherkin Island Marine  Station
	Carrigaline Court Hotel,, Carrigaline, Co. Cork.
	17th-18th April 2008
	Cllr. D. Keating, Cllr. C. King, Cllr. J Hannon, Cllr. J. Neville, Cllr. G. O’ Connell Updated
	€285

	1916 Revolution or Betrayal
	Enniscorthy Town Council
	Riverside Park Hotel, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford
	19th April 2008
	 
	€100

	Developments in the Planning Systems North and South 
	Confederation of European Councillors
	Killyhevlin Hotel, Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh
	24th April 2004
	Cllr. C. King, Cllr. C Keane, Cllr. D. Keating Updated
	€190

	International Festival of Peace
	Tipperary Peace Convention
	Tipperary Town
	25th-27th April 2008
	 Cllr. D. Keating Updated
	€150

	BMW Regional Assembly Annual Conference- Quality of Life: The Key to Successful Regions
	BMW Regional Assembly
	Heritage Hotel, Portlaoise.
	1st May 2008
	 
	€150

	SERA 9th Annual Regional Assembly Conference – EU Territorial Cooperation Programmes (Interreg) 2007-2013 – What’s in it for regional and local bodies in Ireland.
	Southern and Eastern Regional Assembly
	Marriot Druids Glen Hotel, Newtownmountkennedy.
	16th May 2008
	 
	€175

	Training Seminar for Councillors – Local Government and the Environment
	Kadenza Consultancies
	Ballyvaughan Coast Hotel, Ballyvaughan, Co. Clare
	16th – 18th May 2008
	 Cllr D. Keating Updated
	€245

	Non Profit Management Summer School
	Trinity School of Business 
	IMI, Sandyford
	18th-19th June 2008
	 
	No fee advised yet 


CONFERENCES ABROAD 2008
	NAME OF CONFERENCE 
	HOST 
	VENUE
	DATE
	FEE PER PERSON 

	Meetbike – European Conference on Bicycle Transport and Networking
	City of Dresden
	City Hall, Dresden, Germany
	3rd-4th April 2008
	€100

	National Association of councillors – Regeneration & Housing Conference
	National Association of Councillors
	Crown Spa Hotel, Scarborough
	11th-13th April 2008
	£346.63 (sterling)

	International Conference – Nature-oriented Flood Damage Prevention
	Darmstadt University of Technology
	Darmstadtium Congress Centre, Darmstadt, Germay
	16th-18th April 2008
	€150

	IFHP Spring Conference
	International Federation of Housing and Planning
	Arena and Convention Center, Liverpool.
	1st-3rd June 2008
	No fee advised yet 

	Shaping the future of local Services in Europe 
	European Social Services Conference 
	Méridien Montparnasse Hotel, Paris.
	2nd-4th July 2008
	€685

	City Resources Climate Protection, Urban Green Spaces
	Lebendige Stadt Foundation 
	Dresden, Germany
	10th-12th September 2008
	No Fee advised yet

	52nd IFHP World Congress  
	International Federation of Housing and Planning
	San Juan Puerto Rico.
	12th -15th October 2008
	No fee advised yet.


The following table shows Members’ attendance at conferences home and abroad from January 2008 to date:   

	NAME OF CONFERENCE 
	HOST 
	VENUE 
	DATE 
	COUNCILLORS ATTENDING 
	CONFERENCE FEE PER PERS0N

	Merriman Winter School
	Cumann Merriman
	Hotel Westport. Westport. Co. Mayo.
	1st-3rd February 2008
	Cllr. D. Keating
	€50

	Local Government Planning Service
	Kadenza Consultancies
	Clonea Strand Hotel, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford.
	1st-3rd February 2008
	Cllr. J. Hannon Cllr. J. Neville Cllr. J. Daly Cllr. K. Warren Cllr. C. Brophy Cllr E. Walsh Cllr. M. Corr Cllr. C. Keane Cllr. T. Gilligan
	€245

	Planning for Renewable Energy 
	Mid-West Regional Authority
	Woodlands House Hotel, Adare, Co. Limerick.
	7th- 8th February 2008
	Cllr. M. Ardagh Cllr. J. Daly
	€170

	AMAI Spring Seminar
	Association if Municipal Authorities of Ireland
	Trim Castle Hotel, Trim, Co. Meath.
	15th – 16th February 2008
	Cllr R. Dowds
	€200

	Irelands Newest Immigrants, Ensuring their Participation in 2009 European and Local Elections
	Third Section Forum  
	Silver Tasssie Hotel Letterkenny, Co. Donegal
	21st – 23rd February 2008
	Cllr. M. Corr, Cllr. J. Hannon, Cllr. C. Jones, Cllr. J. Daly
	€245

	19th Colmcille Winter School
	Colmcille Heritage Trust
	The Colmcille Heritage Centre, Gartan, Church Hill, Letterkenny. Co. Donegal. 
	29th Feb–2nd March 2008
	Cllr. C. Keane Cllr. D. Keating Cllr. T. Ridge Cllr. J. Daly
	€195 

	Annual Energy Seminar
	Kadenza Consultancies
	Raheen House Hotel, Clonmel
	7th – 9th March 2008
	Cllr. D. Keating Cllr. E. Walsh Cllr. M. Ardagh Cllr. C. Keane Cllr. C. King Cllr. T. Gilligan Cllr. J. Daly Cllr. M. Corr
	 €245

	Annual Conference 2008
	Association of County and City Councils
	Roganstown Country Club, Swords
	6th -8th March 2008
	Cllr J. Daly 
	€200


As authorisation under this section is a reserved function Members are required to pass the following resolution:

“In accordance with Section 142 (5) of the Local Government Act, 2001 attendance by Members at the Conferences / Seminars outlined in the report is hereby authorised.”   

It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and RESOLVED:

“That in accordance with Section 142 (5) of the Local Government Act, 2001 attendance by Members at the Conferences / Seminars outlined in the report is hereby authorised.”” 

c) Report on Rates Revaluation

“The following report was NOTED by the Members at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 20th March 2008:
“Revaluations on all rateable properties within South Dublin County Council’s administrative area have been carried out by the Valuations Office

The purpose of revaluation, which arises from the Valuation Act of 2001, is to bring more equity, fairness and transparency into the local authority rating system. Following revaluation there will be a much closer and uniform relationship between the current rental values of property and their commercial rates liability.  The revaluation is a nationwide project which has been piloted in the County of South Dublin.

The Revaluation Unit, of the Valuation Office of Ireland, began the process in November 2005 in the local authority area of South Dublin County Council.  This process is now continuing in the administrative area of Fingal County Council.  Final valuation certificates were issued, by the Valuation Office, to rate payers in the administrative area of South Dublin County Council in December 2007.  The rate payer has a right of appeal against the valuation so affixed. The final date for  making an appeals  to the Valuation Office was 08/02/2008. 

The new valuations, resultant from the revaluation process, became effective from 01/01/08 and ratepayers were of the Annual Rate on Valuation for the South Dublin administrative area for the year 2008. 

It is true to say that the revaluation has resulted in significant changes to the rates assessment of some of the properties assessed.  A substantial increase to the rates payable has been noted in some cases while in others there has been a marked decrease in the rates assessment.   However, regardless of increases or decreases to the valuation of individual properties, the comparative increase in the total rates income of South Dublin will be no greater than in the years prior to revaluation. The Local Authority does not materially benefit from the revaluation process. 

In order to give ratepayers notice of the proposed change, the Valuation’s Office, in May 2007, informed each ratepayer of the revaluation process. On the 5th June 2007 the Valuation Office posted Proposed Valuation Certificates to each ratepayer. This certificate stated the new valuation proposed for the ratepayer’s property under the revaluation process. The ratepayer was also informed that they could make representations to the Valuation Office before the 2nd. July 2007 if they were dissatisfied with the proposed valuation or any details contained in the Proposed Valuation Certificate. 

Also as previously stated ratepayers have a right to appeal any valuation to the Valuation Office by 08/2/2008.  There is a further right of appeal to the Valuation Tribunal.  This is an independent body set up to settle disputed valuations between the Commissioner of Valuation and ratepayers.

In relation to childcare facilities there are currently a total of 94 such properties which are rated within the Council’s administrative area.  Of the 94,  9 have had their rates decreased, 63 have increased while there are 22 childcare properties which are rateable for the first time in 2008. Approximately 30% of the childcare category has lodged appeals to the Valuation Office and these are currently being processed. 

Section 15(2) of the Valuation Act 2001 provides for exemption from rates on the basis of charitable status and may apply where childcare facilities are operated ‘exclusively for charitable purposes and otherwise than for private profit’.  

Rates account for approximately 42% of the Council’s income. In this regard, any reduction  in relation to the amount of rates collectable by this Council would result in a significant loss  to this Council and would have serious implications in relation to the Council's budget. It must be again pointed out that there is an appeal process which ratepayers who were not satisfied with their revaluation could undertake. The Council should not be the one at a loss as a result of revaluation and it is therefore recommended that there should be no change in relation to rates.  

A representative from the Valuation Office will give a presentation of the revaluation process to the members at the meeting.  

 Further information regarding the Valuation Office and revaluation may be had at http://www.valoff.ie”

Mr. L. Kelly then introduced Mr. Declan Lavelle, Valuation Office who delivered a presentation on the revaluation of commercial and industrial property in the South Dublin County Council area.

The presentation focused on the 
reason for revaluation, 
the revaluation process, 
the tasks including extensive consultation with stakeholders, 
the outcome of the revaluation, 
application of Rates “Cap”(in accordance with the Valuation Act 2001 and BIDS Act)
Account Holders - Decreased and Increased rates liability
Implications for Crèches
Appeals 

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors K. Warren, R. Dowds, T. McDermott, T. Ridge, 
J Daly, E. Tuffy, S. O’Connor, E. Walsh, C. Keane, J. Neville and J. Lahart.

Mr Lavelle responded to the Members’ queries.

The following motion proposed by Cllr Cait Keane, seconded by Cllr Karen Warren was PASSED:
“That this committee agrees we invite the Minister for Children to this council to discuss the rates re-valuation of childcare/after school facilities in Ireland with a view to some change in legislation to facilitate this sector– using SDCC area as a pilot project taking into consideration that it is the first county in the Country to have the rates re-valuation programme completed by the valuation office.”
In conclusion the meeting noted that South Dublin County Council has not benefited from the revaluation and it was agreed to circulate members with a booklet on valuation including Q & A’s.

This motion is now before the Members for consideration.”
d) Filling of Vacancy on Sports, Recreation, Community Development and Parks SPC

“The following report was presented at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee meeting held on 20th March 2008:

“By letter dated 24th January 2008 Councillor K. Warren tendered her resignation from the Sports, Recreation, Community Development and Parks SPC.  

It is a matter for the Council to appoint a replacement representative to fill this vacancy. This is now before the Members for their consideration.”

It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren, seconded by Councillor D. Keating and AGREED:

“That Councillor C. Brophy fill the vacancy on the Sports, Recreation, Community Development and Parks Strategic Policy Committee."”
It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the reports of the South Dublin County Council Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee 20th March 2008 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0147/08) 
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0148/08) 
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES -TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (1) - PLANNING APPLICATION SD07A/1035; DEVELOPMENT AT WOODTOWN, BALLYCULLEN, DUBLIN 14 FOR BALLYCULLEN LIMITED PARTNERSHIP.
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“At the meeting of the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (1) held on 4th March the following motion was adopted:

Planning Application Sd07a/1035 – Lands At Woodtown, Ballycullen

MOTION (2)








That a report be brought as a headed item to the TRAC meeting on SD07A/1035 as facilitated for in local government legislation - i.e. headed item.

SD07A/1035; Reg. Date: 20-Dec-2007

Applicant’s Name: Ballycullen Limited Partnership

Submission Type: New Application 

Location: Lands at Woodtown, Ballycullen, Dublin 14.

The following report by the Manager was READ:

If the motion is adopted the matter will be brought to the next Council meeting as business under "Reports Requested by Area Committees"

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor M. Ardagh and AGREED to request a report on this matter at the April County Council Meeting under “Reports requested by Area Committees”.  

REPORT:
Planning Application SD07A/1035 was received on20/12/2007 from Ballycullen Limited Partnership , Old Naas Road and sought permission at Lands At Woodtown, Ballycullen, Dublin 14 for a development as follows:

Construction of 394 no. residential units with a total gross floor area (GFA) of52.632sq.m.in a mix of 1 to 4 storey buildings (Blocks comprising Unit Types K, L and Y being 3/4 storey(4 storey overall) over single storey basement car park level), comprising 196 no. houses with total GFA of c.31.267sq.m. comprising 2 no. 3 bed detached houses at c.129sq.m. GPA; 9 no. 4 bed detached houses at c.146sq.m. GFA; 19 no. 5 bed detached houses ranging in size from c. 209sq.m. to 253sq.m. GPA; 45 no. 3 bed semi-detached houses ranging in size from c.123sq.m. to c.170sq.m. GFA; 55 no. 4 bed semi-detached houses ranging in size from c.136sq.m.to c.203sq.m. GPA; 16 no. 5 bed semi-detached houses at c.175sq.m. GFA; 11 no. 2 bed terraced houses ranging in size from c.102sq.m. to c.123sq.m. GFA; 27 no. 3 bed terraced houses ranging in size from c.123sq.m. to c.170sq.m. GFA; 12 no. 4 bed terraced houses ranging in size from c.172dq.m. to c.205sq.m. GFA. Dormer windows are provided on Unit Types A, A1, A2, D, D2, F, F1, H. Balconies/terraces are provided on House Types A, B2, D2, F, H; 198 no. apartment, duplex and triplex units with total GFA at c.21,365sq.m.comprising 41 no. 2 bed apartments ranging in size from c.78sq.m. to 93sq.m.; 6 no. 3 bed apartment units at c.121sq.m.; 99 no. 2 bed duplex apartments ranging in size from c.85sq.m.to 115sq.m. GFA; 11 no. 3 bed duplex apartments ranging in size from c.115sq.m. to c.151sq.m. GFA; 26 no. 4 bed duplex apartments ranging in size from c.149sq.m. to 162sq.m.GFA; 5 no. 2 bed triplex apartment at c.158sq.m. GFA; 10 no. 3 bed triplex apartments ranging in size from c.115sq.m. to c.150sq.m. GFA; balconies/terraces are provided on all apartment, duplex and triplex units. Provision of 1 no. 2 storey building comprising 1 no. creche at ground floor level (GFA c200sq.m.) and 1 no. community facility at 1st floor level(GFA c.145sq.m.). The scheme provides for a total of 642 no. car parking spaces - 104 at basement level of blocks K, L and Y; and 538 no. within driveways/garages/on-street. Basement of Blocks comprising Units K, L and Y also provide bicycle parking, storage and bin storage facilities. The total GFA of the proposed development is c.52,977sq.m. plus additional c.3,804sq.m. at basement level Blocks comprising Unit Types K, L and Y. Vehicular access to the application site is via 3 no. access roads through adjoining lands to the north of the application site, which link to Stocking Avenue (east-west Distributor Road) as follows: 2 no. access roads via permitted residential development, Stocking Wood (SD04A/0393, under construction); and 1` no. access via permitted access road (Reg. Ref. SD06A/0046) from a roundabout on the east-west Distributor Road ( Stocking Avenue); all ancillary site development, landscaping and boundary treatment works. All on a site bounded to the west and north-west by residential development under construction permitted under Reg. Ref. SD06A/0238; to the north by an access road from east-west Distributor Road(Stocking Avenue) (permitted under Reg. Ref. SD06A/0046); by undeveloped agricultural lands and by Stocking Wood residential estate (partially constructed, permitted under Reg. Ref. SD04A/0393); and to the east and south by agricultural lands. All of which are to the south of the Stocking Avenue (east-west Distributor Road). 
On 20-Feb-2008 further information was requested as follows:

1.      A revised site layout plan shall be submitted to address the following points:
(a) Perpendicular car parking spaces No’s 40-54 (Western section of site) are located on the inside of a sharp bend (40 metre radius).  This radius is too sharp to provide minimum stopping sight distance.
(b) A swept path analysis by means of auto track should be provided for this bend and also for the various junctions and 90 degree bends and the kerb  radii adjusted as necessary.

(c)  Vision splays of 4.5m x 70m to be provided at the two main accesses, i.e. adjacent to house No. 1 and to house 325.  This will require the omission of some car spaces.  
Vision splays of 2.4 x 70m to be provided at the other junctions.  Again some spaces will be lost.

(d) Parking spaces omitted as a result of (a), (b), (c) above to be relocated within site.

(e) While the Roads Department recommends that all junction platforms/speed ramps to be constructed of imprinted asphalt and be to SDCC specification, applicant is advised to review speed control design in terms of a combination of methods including ramps and vertical and horizontal deflections particularly along the southern spine road of the proposal. (see Adamstown for solutions).

(f) Where pavoirs are to be used for car parking spaces/footpaths their specification to be to Roads Departments Requirements.

Applicant should consult Roads Department before submitting this response to the additional information.

2.      Foul Drainage: 
a) It is proposed to connect foul discharge from this development into a number of private sewers. Written permission from the owner of these sewers to make these connections shall be submitted.  
Revised foul drainage plans showing 5 m wayleave for proposed foul pipe which takes connection from the adjacent southern site shall be submitted.

Surface Water:
b) No details are provided on allowable run-off from the site.  Please submit discharge calculations for the area of the site showing breakdown of impermeable and permeable areas to determine the allowable run-off and prove the volumes of attenuation tanks recommended. Applicant shall note that the allowable run-off from the site shall correspond to the green-field runoff for the critical storm duration for a 30 year storm event. Details of how it is proposed to contain rainfall up to 100 year return period shall also be provided. This design shall be in accordance with “Greater Dublin Regional Code of Practice for Drainage Works”.   Details of proposed flow control mechanisms to limit surface water discharges shall also be submitted. Full details of how the attenuation facility shall be kept free from siltation and cleaned shall also be included.

c) It proposed to connect surface water discharge from this development into a private 225mm diameter surface water sewer. Applicant/developer shall submit written permission from the owner of these sewers to make these connections.  

d) Applicant/developer shall submit revised details of rainwater harvesting facilities. Details to include required rain water storage volume, together with a cross-section of rainwater storage area showing pumping arrangements and overflows.

e) Applicant/developer shall submit revised surface water drainage plan clearly showing the location of cut off drain upstream of the proposed boundary wall. 
Water Report: 

f) No unit shall be occupied until Boherboy water scheme is fully operational. Applicant/developer shall submit revised watermain layout showing connection to Boherboy water scheme.

g) It is proposed to connect this development into existing private 150mm diameter watermains. Applicant/developer shall submit written permission from the owners of these watermains to make these connections.  

h)  Applicant/developer is proposing 150mm class C uPVC  watermain. This is not acceptable.  Applicant shall submit revised watermain materials that comply with  South Dublin County Council Specifications for Laying of Water Mains which can be viewed/downloaded from http://environment.southdublin.ie (click- publications then specifications).

i) This development shall have SDCC specification water meter fitted at the applicant's expense.  These meters shall be used to issue water bills to the individual occupants.  In addition, an SDCC specification bulk meter shall be fitted at the applicant's expense.  This bulk-meter shall be used to issue a water-bill to the Management Company if the bulk-meter consumption exceeds the summation of the consumptions of individual meters indicating customer-side leakage or unmetered supplies.

3.      The Planning Authority has concerns with blank gable walls fronting onto access roads. You are therefore requested to design these end units or edge of scheme units in such a way to avoid blank gables siding onto access roads/open space.  Please therefore submit revised fenestration for the following units;

(i) D30, D38, D46 (Cluster B), M1/N1(159-160), M1/N1157-158 (Cluster D), and D194, D214, D202 (Cluster E) and B255 (Cluster B).
(ii) The side elevation of Cluster Block C is not satisfactory and is too bland and a revised proposal should provide a better fenestration and appreciation of this important corner.

4.      The Planning Authority has concerns with the inadequate separation distance between dwellings and the consequent dense and cramped style of development which ensues; 
Section 12.4.7 of the County Development Plan 2004-2010, states that a minimum distance of 2.3 metres is required between the flank walls of each house, pair of semi-detached houses or terrace of houses.
In places the separation between dwellings is as little as 1.5m.  You are therefore requested to submit a revised site layout plan with revised separation distances as follows between dwellings;
(i) 2.3 metres between semi-detached dwellings
(i) and 3 metres between terraced dwelling units and other types of dwellings

5.      (a) The Planning Authority is not satisfied with the design approach of the proposed development and Block C. Section 11.11.6.iv of the Development Plan states, 'external decks or internal corridors accessing more than 6 apartment units is discouraged. Where these methods of access are proposed, generous widths including 'break-out' areas and high quality design are expected'. The Planning Authority is not satisfied that the proposed development complies with this objective. From the drawings submitted it would appear that 8 no. duplex unit's first floor and a similar number of apartments third floor level would be accessed from the same internal corridor. The applicant is requested to revise the design of the blocks accordingly. 

(b) It is considered that Block C is long and monotonous at approximately 163 metres, you are advised to submit a revised proposal which breaks up the block. 

(c) The applicant proposes duplex units with frontage onto both north and south elevation. I.e. scissor design and how the proposal would mitigate against noise impact on the adjoining duplex units.

(d) The storage areas for units K/L/Y apartment/duplex units as indicated in the schedule and on plan conflict, as the area on the floor plans are less than indicated on the schedules.  

(e) The balconies to the living rooms should be increased in size.  In addition, having regard to the site conditions of Cluster C and elevations facing north it is suggested that in order to provide some form of compensating amenity for the occupants that above average sized living rooms would be desirable.  Please amend proposal accordingly.  Also vertical privacy screens should be provided between balconies.

6.      The storage areas for units K/L/Y apartment/duplex units as indicated in the schedule and on plan conflict, as the area on the floor plans is less than that indicated on the schedules. The provision of adequate storage is very important especially for apartment units.

a) Applicant is requested to address this issue in full and submit revised plans indicating an increase in the proposed storage areas for the residential elements of the scheme. Such storage areas should be provided in addition to hot press areas (but not included as part of room measurements i.e. excluding wardrobe space)  and are for the storage of bulky items, suitcases, hoovers etc. and should ideally be accessible from the hallway areas should comply with the Quality Housing for Sustainable Communities-Best Practice Guidelines and with the Draft Consultation Guidelines: Sustainable Urban Housing: Design Standards for Apartments and Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, 2007.
b) It is considered that the proposed waste storage facilities are inadequate to deal with the scale of development proposed. It should be noted that the facilities for all blocks should include the provision of space for recycling facilities. Suitable locations and space for the storage of refuse are required, including the provision for future allocation of space for brown bins (organic waste), at a rate of 1 bin per 5 apartment dwellers. 

c) Applicant is requested to submit revised layout plans indicating an increase in bin storage area including allocation of space for brown bins.  Please also submit plans indicating how the design of the bin storage is incorporated into the detached, semi-detached and terraced units and for the other units types throughout the development and clearly quantify bin storage for the development.

d) Details are also requested as to how the bin stores are to be accessed by refuse collection vehicles. If these bins are to be brought up to ground floor level for collection, it is requested that collection points be clearly indicated on a revised site layout plan.

7.      The Planning Authority has concerns in relation to the following:
Some of the rear gardens in the Cluster zone A, detached dwelling units 220 & 221 and units located within Clusters G, H & J  no.’s 256-325 north of the proposal would be located within 11 metres of the private amenity space of the adjoining units to the rear. This reduced separationdistance may adversely effect privacy.
The applicant is requested to address the above issue by design.

8.      A letter regarding how the proposed public open space to be provided on an adjacent site meets the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004-2010,  requirements has been submitted,  however, in the interests of a consistent approach to compliance on this issue the applicant is requested to submit: 
Aplan of the public open space adjoining Knocklyon Park, as identified on the Ballycullen/Oldcourt Action Agreement Plan, as 'POS' demonstrating the area of this open space, which equates to the requirement as set out in the Action Area Plan

9.      (i) The applicant to submit to the Planning Department for the approval of the Parks and Landscape Services Department a detailed Landscape Plan with full works specification (including timescale for implementation), and bill of quantities for the development.  Details shall include proposals for grass seeding, paving, foot paths, seating, boundary treatments, pergola’s (or any decorative landscape structures), contouring, retaining walls, shrub planting and street tree planting, playground.  These works to be in accordance with South Dublin County Council's Guidelines for Open Space Development & Taking in Charge available from the Parks and Landscape Services Department.
The applicant is required to contact the Parks and Landscape Services Department prior to the submission of any further landscape submissions. 

(ii) The applicant to submit a draft Management Agreement in relation to the future maintenance and management of all open spaces, playground, landscape areas and associated planting provided within the development.

(iii) The applicant is to submit a quantitative schedule of the areas proposed for Public Open Space to indicate compliance with the requirements of section 11.9ii of the 2004 County Development Plan in respect of Public Open Space provision.  
(iv) The applicant to submit a detailed tree survey indicating, location, species, height, stem diameter, branch spread, height of crown clearance, age class, physiological condition, structural condition, preliminary management recommendations, estimated remaining contribution (years) and category grading, prior to the commencement of works on site.  Detailed information is required on measures proposed to protect retained trees/hedgerows during the course of development. 
The submission should include an Arboricultural Impact Assessment and an Arboricultural Method Statement (which should include a Tree Protection Plan).  The above details to be compiled by a qualified Arborist and be in compliance with British Standard 5837- 2005 Trees in relation to construction.

10.     It is stated in the cover letter that there ' in terms of educational uses, there is a variety of primary and secondary schools located in close proximity to the lands in the Old Bawn, Firhouse and Knocklyn areas'.  The Planning Authority request that you submit a letter from the Department of Education to indicate if there is adequate future school provision having regard to the current proposal and how the applicant intends to fulfil these future educational needs in accordance with the Sustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas Consultation draft guidelines for planning authorities.

11.     The applicant is requested to submit detailed proposals for the provision of suitable outdoor facilities for children's play area (including equipment in accordance with current E.U. Standards) which are to be located on the areas of private/communal open space and enclosed within the proposed apartment complexes.  Please demonstrate how you have calculated that the area provided for the children’s play area would need the demands of the proposal

12.     Please demonstrate that the size of the creche is in line with the Childcare Guidelines for Planning Authorities(2001) vis-a-vis the development.

13.     Please submit details of how you propose to dispose of the cut and fill.

14.     Please submit a phasing schedule for the proposed development.

The further Information has not yet been submitted.

A site location map is attached in respect of this application.”
A discussion took place with contributions from Councillors C. Keane, T. McDermott and D. Keating.  

Mr. T. Doherty, Director of Planning responded to the Members’ queries and it was AGREED that a briefing meeting would be arranged with the Members of the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee as soon as possible in relation to this matter.

The report was NOTED.

(C/0149/08)
QUESTIONS 
It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor T. McDermott and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 (f) Questions numbered Q1 – Q11 be 
ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
(C/0150/08) 
ANTI-SOCIAL TENANTS IN PRIVATE ESTATES
QUESTION: Councillor R. Dowds  
To ask the Manager when the meeting between South Dublin County Council and the Minister for the Environment concerning how best to deal with anti-social tenants in private estates will take place and will he make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:
As reported previously, letters were issued to the Minister for Health, the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and the Chief Executive of the Health Services Executive on 19th October 2007 as a result of several motions which were discussed at County Council Meetings in June, September and October 2007.  The letters requested meetings to discuss concerns about private rented accommodation in particular tackling anti-social behaviour and ensuring the upkeep/condition of properties.

A meeting was held with the Minister for Health on 23rd November 2007 however meeting dates are still awaited from the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and the Chief Executive of the Health Services Executive. When a proposed date(s) are recieved members will be informed.

(C/0151/08) ‘ON THE SPOT’ FINES
QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon  
To ask the Manager to indicate the number of 'on the spot' fines collected during the 6 month period to end Dec 2007, and the amount, having regard to the fact that 750 fines were issued?

REPLY:
Between July to December 2007 there was €49,953 collected. The on-the-spot fine increased from €125 to €150 on 1st October 2007. The amount  collected represents whole fine payments and part-payments received during the period July to December 2007

Offenders have 21 days to pay on-the-spot fines and if it is not paid within that period the Council takes court action.  It is difficult to attribute income from fines directly to individual fines as non-payment can result in a larger fine in court.  However it is worthwhile viewing the amount received as it demonstrates the enforcement stream of the litter prevention strategy.

Details of fines issued by the courts were published as part of the agreed Name and Shame policy of the Council.  Fines of up to €2,500 were imposed and legal and clean costs also awarded.

(C/0152/08) TREES ALONG M50
QUESTION: Councillor C. King  
To ask the Manager why at least some of the thousands of trees mulched on site along the M50 were not retained for use in the tree planting programme taking into consideration the high cost incurred by the Parks Department anually purchasing large quantities of trees for planting through out the County and can the Manager make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:
The trees that were planted along the M50 were densely planted with intertwined roots, damaged by wind resulting in an unsightly profile and were not suitable for replanting as advised by our Parks department.

(C/0153/08) BROWN BIN SERVICE

QUESTION: Councillor C. King  
To ask the Manager, when it is envisaged the roll out of the brown bin service will commence?

REPLY:
The provision of a three-bin service is contained in the Dublin Waste Management Plan.  A new facility to treat the brown bin waste is being established at Ballyogan and the tendering process is underway.  In the meantime it is proposed to run a pilot brown bin service to identify any issues prior to the full service being offered.  This pilot will involve targetting local authority and private housing; new and well established estates and a cross section of geographical areas and refuse freighter routes.   Discussions are underway with the Refuse Collection Service to ensure that the maximum possible benefit is gained from the initial pilot.  This pilot is likely to be run before the end of September.
(C/0154/08) HOUSING ESTATES TAKEN IN CHARGE

QUESTION: Councillor C. King  
To ask the Manager how many Housing Estates in the County have been unable to be taken in charge fully as a result of planning permissions being granted where the drainage systems in these Estates where proposed to run in to private drains and therefore could not be taken in charge as they were not public drains and what can the Council do to ensure either the drains can be taken in charge by S.D.C.C. or that residents in these Estates are afforded acceptable accountability in terms of the maintenance of these drains?

REPLY:
The roads, footpaths, public lighting and water supply have been taken in charge in Corbally and Fairgreen Estates. 
In the case of Verschoyle Estate the taking in charge works have been completed and the “as constructed” drawings have been submitted by the developer.
It is anticipated that the recommendation for the taking in charge of Verschoyle Estate (the roads, footpaths, public light and water supply) will be brought forward in Summer 2008.
The drainage system in the above estates drains into drains which are in private ownership
The following estates also drain into drains which are in private ownership:-

·          Carrigmore  

·          Swiftwood

·          Tassagart Greens

·          Swiftbrook

·          Slade Castle

·          Brownsbarn Orchard, Court and Gardens

The roads and services in these estates are not being offered for taking in charge and remain under the control of Management Companies which have the responsibility for the maintenance and upkeep of the common areas and services.

A policy document on the taking in charge of estates is at present being prepared by this Council.  It is intended that issues such as that raised in the question will be addressed in this policy document.

 (C/0155/08) TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PROGRAMME

QUESTION: Councillor C. King  
To ask the Manager what percentage of the current Traveller Accommodation Programme has been implemented to date on a County-wide basis and is it envisaged the roll out of the programme will be completed within the life-time of the existing programme and can the manager make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:
The Assessment of need carried out in 2004 had indicated that a total of 215 units of accommodation would be required to provide for the current and future needs of the Traveller community within South Dublin County Council’s administrative area to the period to the end of 2008. The Traveller Construction Programme 2005 to 2008 has provided for the following units of accommodation through the construction phase of the accommodation programme :

	1. Traveller Specific Developments
  

 

Total No. of Traveller specific units to be provided in Programme = 215 
 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Electoral Area
	Location
	No. of Units
	Status
	Comments

	Lucan
	Hayden's Lane
	8
	Completed
	Occupied April 2007

	 
	Kishogue
	20
	On site
	Under Construction Delivery expected April 2008

	 
	Fonthill Road
	3
	Part V
	Prices for units to be agreed 

	 
	 
	3
	 
	 

	 
	Coldcut Road
	8
	Part V
	Contracts Signed - Construction to commence 2nd Quarter 2008

	 
	Ballyowen Lane
	 5/6
	Pre-part 8
	All residents were interviewed during the conduction of the assessment and they have all indicated a preference for refurbishment rather than redevelopment

	 
	Adamstown (1)
	10
	Part V
	Part of strategic development zone (SDZ)

	 
	Adamstown (2)&(3)
	20
	Part V
	Part of strategic development zone (SDZ)

	 
	 
	69
	 
	 

	Electoral Area
	Location
	No. of Units
	Status
	Comments

	Clondalkin
	Lock Road
	6
	Completed
	Family now resident on site

	 
	Lock Road Permanent Site
	6
	Part 8
	Part 8 process commenced

	 
	Lynch's Lane
	19
	Contract signed
	Under construction - delivery October 2008

	 
	3 Bay Emergency Site Lynchs Lane
	3
	Completed
	Occupied

	 
	Tay Lane
	7
	Under Construction
	Under construction - Delivery April 2008

	 
	Oldcastle Park
	20
	 
	Phase 1 redevelopment at design stage

	 
	Newcastle
	10
	Part 8
	Under Construction - Delivery February 2009

	 
	Bustyhill
	10
	 
	Site to be identified. 

	 
	 
	66
	 
	 

	Electoral Area
	Location
	No. of Units
	Status
	Comments

	Tallaght Central
	Belgard Park
	10
	Completed
	Occupied May 2005

	 
	Turnpike
	 
	 
	Consultations held with residents Brief being prepared for Architects

	 
	Belgard Road
	 
	 
	Re-development of existing site dependent on ITT masterplan.

	 
	 
	10
	 
	 

	Electoral Area
	Location
	No. of Units
	Status
	Comments

	Tallaght South
	Daletree Place
	10
	Completed
	Occupied August 2005

	 
	St. Aidans
	5
	Completed
	Occupied May 2006

	 
	Hazel Hill
	10
	Completed
	Occupied since 20th December 2006.

	 
	Stocking Lane
	10
	Contract
	Construction  commenced - delivery April 2009

	 
	Fortunestown
	10
	Completed
	Occupied in December 2006.

	 
	Rathcoole
	10
	 
	Awaiting completion of road infrastructure

	 
	Brittas
	10
	 
	Site to be identified. 

	 
	Blackchurch
	5
	 
	Site to be identified.

	 
	 
	70
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Total.
	215
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Total completed and occupied
	53
	24.65%
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	On Site
	66
	30.69%
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	To be on site by end 2008.
	14
	6.51%
	 

	
	
	
	
	


As well as this provision of Residential Caravan Park Bays and Group Housing schemes, the following are the numbers of Traveller families that have been provided social housing as their first choice of accommodation during the course of the Programme :

	2. Standard Council Housing
 

 Total No. of Standard Units of Accommodation to be provided in Programme = 83 (21 Units per Annum)

	 
	 
	 
	83

	1
	Traveller families housed in standard accommodation to end of January 2008
	1%
	

	36
	Traveller families housed in standard accommodation to end of December 2007
	43%
	

	25
	Traveller families housed in standard accommodation to end of December 2006
	30%
	

	16
	Traveller families housed in standard accommodation to end of December 2005
	19%
	

	78
	total housed in standard accommodation to end June 2007
	94%
	

	
	
	
	


It is likely that the provision of social housing units will exceed the requirements set in the programme.
The Sites within the Programme that have not yet been given a start date are as follows:
SITE NAME                                            COMMENTS.

 

Belgard Road.                                        The redevelopment of this site was considered to commence in 2008, however due to the protracted  negotiations with the ITT, it is now unlikely to commence this year.

 

Ballyowen Lane                                     The redevelopment of this site was to commence 2007/2008, however the residents, following a consultation process, have indicated that they wish only a refurbishment of this site now. 

 

Adamstown 1, 2 and 3             
These sites will be the subject of Part V discussions with the relevant developers on site.  

Rathcoole  
Delays with the provision of the infrastructure has meant the indefinite delay of the provision of this site.

Bustyhill, Brittas, and

Blackchurch.                                        
No sites have been identified yet.

(C/0156/08) BYE-LAWS

QUESTION: Councillor T. McDermott  
To ask the Manager for a list of the Bye-Laws currently in force in the County, when each was last revised, to explain how a new Bye-Law is introduced, how a change to an existing Bye-Law is initiated and to indicate where may be inspected?

REPLY:
Procedure for making, amending and publicising BYE-LAWS
A Bye Law may be made by a Local Authority where that authority is of the opinion that it is desirable to do so in the interest of the good of the local community.

The power to make Bye-Laws is set out in Part 19 , Section 199 of the Local Government Act 2001 which provides that a local authority may make a bye-law for or in relation to the use, operation, protection, regulation or management of any land, services, or any other matter provided by or under the control or management of the local authority, whether within or without its functional area or in relation to any connected matter. 

Under Section 199, (4)  (a) , A Local Authority may also amend any bye law made by it under Part 19 of the Local Government Act 

Section 200 of the Local Government Act 2001 lays down the relevant procedures involved in the making of bye-laws: 

“200.—(1) Not less than 2 months before a local authority makes a bye-law, the local authority shall publish a notice in one or more newspapers circulating in the area to which the proposal relates—

(a) indicating that it is proposed to make a bye-law and stating its general purpose and where appropriate, that provision is to be made for the imposition of fixed payments in accordance with section 206, ,

(b) indicating the times at which and the period, which shall be not less than one month, during which a copy of the draft bye-law will be available for public inspection, at such place as is specified in the notice,
(c) stating that a copy of the draft bye-law will be given to any person applying for it on payment of such specified sum, if any, as the local authority may have fixed,

(d) stating that the local authority will consider any submissions in relation to the draft which are submitted to the authority in writing by any person before such date as may be specified, not being less than 7 days after the end of the period for inspection of the draft bye-law, and

(e) where a bye-law is subject to the approval of the appropriate Minister the notice shall comply with section 201(2)(b).

(2)   (a) During the period indicated under subsection (1)(b), the local authority shall keep a copy of the draft bye-law open for public inspection, during ordinary office hours at the place specified in the notice and any person may apply for a copy of it.
(b) A copy of the draft bye-law may be obtained by any person on the payment to the local authority concerned of such fee (if any) as the local authority fixes not exceeding the reasonable cost of copying it.

(3) A local authority shall on, or as soon as may be after, the publication by it of a notice under subsection (1), send a copy of such notice together with a copy of the relevant draft bye-law to such persons as may be prescribed by regulations made by the Minister and different provisions may be prescribed for different classes of bye-law.

(4) The local authority shall consider any submissions made to it under subsection (1) and not withdrawn and may then—

(a) make the bye-law either in accordance with the draft or subject to such changes as the local authority may, at its discretion, determine, or

(b) not make the bye-law.

(5) (a) A bye-law made by a local authority, other than a bye-law to which section 201 applies, shall come into force on such date as shall be specified in the bye-law, which is not less than 30 days after its making.

(b) A bye-law to which section 201 applies shall not come into force unless approved by the appropriate Minister under that section.”     (Section 201 of the Act relates to Bye Laws which require ministerial approval) .

Section 202 of the Local Government Act provides for the publication of Bye Laws i.e. notice of the making of the Bye Laws or approval to the Bye Laws where Section 201 applies, and of the place where copies of the Bye Laws may be inspected or purchased must be published in the Iris Oifigiul and in one or more newspapers circulating in the area to which the bye laws relate.
This section also requires that a Local Authority shall maintain a register of Bye-laws made by it and the register shall be available to view at County Hall during normal office hours.

Bye-Laws Relating to Environmental Services

New Bye-Laws on the Presentation of Household and Commercial Waste were introduced in 2007.  The Bye-Laws on the Presentation of Household Waste went before the Council in September 2007 and came into force on 8th November 2007.   The Bye-Laws on the Presentation of Commercial Waste went before the Council in September 2007 and came into force 12th December 2007.

Prior to these Bye-Laws coming into force there was a consultation period which involved a Presentation to the Environment SPC on 2nd May 2007 and was advertised in the local Newspapers during that period also.  This was followed by a six weeks consultation period where members of the public were invited to make submissions. 

While these are the most recent bye-laws there are also others that have been inexistence for a much longer period:-

Bye-Laws for the Control, Regulation, Supervision and Administration of Casual Trading.  These came into force on 10th June 1998 and are provided for in the Casual Trading Act 1995.

Bye-Laws for the Control of Horses came into force on 30th August 1997 and are provided for in the Control of Horses Act 1996.

Bye_laws for the Management of Water Services and Conservation of Drinking Water came into force on 15th December 2005 and is provided for under the Local Government Act 1994.

Details of all bye-laws relating to Environmental Services are available on the Council's Website
Bye-Laws relating to Parks, Open Spaces, Recreational Playing Grounds and Public Places
Bye-Laws under Part VII of the Local Government Act 1994 for the control & regulation of the use of Parks, Open Spaces and Recreational Playing Grounds owned, controlled by, or in the charge South Dublin County Council whether open or enclosed came into force with effect from 1st June 1996.

Bye Laws for Prohibiting the consumption of Intoxicating Liquor in public places within the county of South Dublin came into force with effect from the 9th August 2001 by virtue of Section 37 (1) of the Local Government Act 1994 Part VII.

These Bye-Laws are available for inspection on the Council’s website in the Parks Department.

View the bylaws  (Intox Liquor)

View the the full list of Bye-laws. (Parks general Bye-Laws)

Bye-Laws in operation under the Road and Traffic Code
The Bye-Laws in operation under the Road and Traffic Code are as follows:

a)       Speed Limit Bye Laws

b)       Parking Bye Laws
           a) SPEED LIMIT BYE LAWS
1. Road Traffic (Speed Limit) Bye Laws 2006 – RSL No. 1 of 2006

2. Road Traffic (Speed Limit) Bye Laws 2006 – RSL No. 2 of 2006 – Peamount Road

3. Road Traffic ( Periodic Special Speed Limit) Amendment Bye-Law 2007 (RSL No 1 of 2007) – Lucan Schools.

These Bye Laws are available for inspection on the Councils Website and in the Roads Department. LINK TO BYE LAWS
As a consequence of submissions made following the introduction of the Road Traffic Speed Limit Bye Laws 2006 – (R.S.L. No. 1 of 2006) No. 1 above, it was agreed that the Council would undertake a further review of the speed limits within a 2 year period.

A draft review has now been completed and has been presented to the Area Committees. A full public consultation process will commence shortly. 

B) PARKING BYE LAWS
Control of parking Bye-Laws 2005 
Covering the villages of: Clondalkin, Palmerstown, Rathcoole, Rathfarnham and Saggart

Control of parking Bye-Laws (Lucan) 2004 
Covering Lucan Village

Bye-Laws, maps and schedules are available at:

LINK TO BYE LAWS
These Bye-Laws are under review. A report including Draft Bye-Laws and modifications to drawings is being prepared for presentation to the Area Committee Meetings, following which the Public Consultation Phase will commence.

The making of bye-laws is a Reserved Function of the Council.

(C/0157/08) 
RECOVERY OF PACKAGING AND PACKAGING WASTE
QUESTION: Councillor T. McDermott  
To ask the Manager for a detailed report on those "major producers" who are registered with SDCC regarding their obligations for self-compliance under DIRECTIVE 94/62/EC ON PACKAGING AND PACKAGING WASTE, including the applicable fee per premises, the specified waste recovery/recycling target and the amount achieved and the measures taken to verify compliance with their other obligations and the outcome of the compliance verification activity?

REPLY:
Under the Waste Management (Packaging) Regulations 2003 as amended, all producers have important obligations for the recovery of packaging waste. The Regulations were designed to assist and promote the recycling of packaging waste, in order to facilitate the achievement by Ireland of the packaging waste recovery targets laid down in the EU Directive 94/62/EC on packaging and packaging waste (the Packaging Directive).

LOCAL AUTHORITY FUNCTIONS

· To enforce the regulations. 

· To require submission of information within a stated time frame e.g. a packaging report, information on the use of      packaging, the steps taken to comply with the regulations and evidence of turnover.

· Make the relevant entries in the register maintained under section 19 of the Waste Management Act, 1996.

· Make any information submitted by producers of packaging waste, available to the public for inspection during office hours.

MANUFACTURER’S RESPONSIBILITIES

· Design and produce packaging to permit its reuse, recovery, recycling and to minimise its impact on the environment upon disposal. 

· The physical properties and characteristics of the packaging must enable a number of trips in normally predictable conditions of use. 

· The weight and volume of the packaging should be limited to the minimum required to maintain the necessary level of safety, hygiene and acceptance for the   packaged product and the consumer. 

· Manufacture packaging to minimise the presence of noxious and hazardous substances in emissions, ash or leachate when the packaging residues are incinerated or landfilled. 

· Manufacture packaging to enable the recycling of a certain percentage by weight of the materials used. 

· Packaging waste processed for energy recovery shall have a minimum inferior calorific value to allow optimisation of energy recovery. 

· Packaging waste processed for composting shall be of such a biodegradable nature that it does not hinder the composting process into which it is introduced. 

· Biodegradable packaging waste shall be capable of decomposing into carbon dioxide, biomass and water. 

INTERPRETATION 

· ‘Packaging’ means any material, container or wrapping, used for the containment, transport, handling, protection, promotion, marketing or sales of products (e.g. bottles, cans, boxes, shrink wrap, strapping, pallets, liners, fillers and raw materials such as polystyrene). 

·  ‘Producers’ of packaging are people who, in the course of business, sell or otherwise supply to others packaging material, packaging or packaged products (e.g. shops, supermarkets, retailers, pubs, manufacturers, importers, fast food outlets etc.). 

· ‘Major Producers’ of packaging are producers who:      supply an aggregate weight of packaging material, packaging or packaged goods in excess of 25 tonnes in a calendar year (excluding packaging destined for re-use and packaging for direct export)    and    have an annual turnover of more than €1,000,000 (including turnover related to goods and services for export).

PRODUCER OBLIGATIONS

All producers of packaging waste must segregate the packaging waste arising on their own premises (back-door packaging waste) into specified waste streams and      have it collected by authorised operators for recycling i.e. glass, steel, aluminium, paper, fibreboard, wood and plastic sheeting.

COMPLIANCE OPTIONS

All major producers must choose one of the following options in order to meet their main obligations: 

· Participate in a recovery scheme operated by an approved body. Currently, Repak Ltd. is the sole approved body for the purpose of the regulations. 

· Opt for the ‘Individual Compliance’ route. Producers who do not choose to join Repak must register with their local authority and implement their own steps to fulfil their obligations, which may relate both to packaging waste arising on a premises as well as packaging supplied to others. 

PACKAGING PLACED ON THE IRISH MARKET

These additional responsibilities apply only to major producers opting for individual-compliance 

· Display a notice at each entrance to a supplying premises stating that packaging waste of the type placed on the market by the producer, will be accepted free of charge for the purpose of recovery or that the temporary suspension of such acceptance has been authorised by South Dublin County Council. 

· Provide adequate facilities at each supplying premises for the acceptance, segregation and storage of packaging waste. These facilities will be advertised to customers.  Up to ten producers may act collectively as long as the group facilities are no more than 50 metres away from any of the participants. 

· Accept or collect from any person (free of charge), at each supplying premises, packaging waste of the type or brand supplied by the producer, unless authorisation has been obtained from South Dublin County Council to temporarily cease acceptance of such waste. 

· A major producer who is an importer of packaged goods or a packer/filler, must accept or collect not less than 55% by weight of the packaging supplied by that producer in the previous month. 

· Ensure packaging waste accepted/collected is either transferred to a producer of packaging or is made available for recovery. 

· Prepare a plan specifying the steps to be taken to comply with the regulations, apply to South Dublin County Council for registration and renew such registration not later than the 31st January each following year. Applications for registration/renewal of registration are required for each premises separately. (Application forms are available on request and a fee of €15.00 per tonne or a minimum fee of €500.00 and maximum of €15,000.00 per application will apply). 

· Compile and submit quarterly reports to South Dublin County Council on the weight of packaging and packaging waste received, supplied, accepted, recovered and disposed of. Such information is to be retained for 3 years. 

PACKAGING REPORTS

· All producers (major and non-major) must submit a packaging report, compiled by an approved person, to South Dublin County Council within a stated time frame, once served with a notice.

(C/0158/08) BIN COLLECTION SERVICE FOR 2007
QUESTION: Councillor A. McGaughey  
To ask the Manager to provide a breakdown of all costs associated with the operation/administration of the Bin Collection service for 2007 to include costs associated with production of bin tags, distribution, commission payable to retailers and any staff involved in administrative tasks related to the services such as dealing with applications for waivers etc.? 

REPLY:
The information sought is currently being compiled as part of the process of finalising the Annual Financial Statement. As this process is not finalised and the AFS not signed off, the information is not available at present.

(C/0159/08) 
PROBATION SERVICES

QUESTION: Councillor A. McGaughey 
To ask the Manager the extent of involvement of SDCC with the Probation Services and those ordered to carry out community service. Can the Manager outline the nature of work carried out, the numbers involved and the types of benefits accruing to the local communities as a result of this work?

REPLY:
The Council has worked in co-operation with the Probation Service for many years.  Persons sentenced by the courts to Community Service have been engaged in the removal of graffiti and grass cutting in Council housing estates.  Council officials have established good working relations with Probation Officers and the Council is always willing to identify appropriate tasks and to supply the necessary materials for the execution of the work.  The Council has assigned five Estate Management Officers to cover the whole county area and each of these officers would welcome further engagement with the Probation Service.  It should be noted that the Probation Service are represented on the inter-agency Childrens Services Committee.

Council staff are not in a position to state how many persons sentenced to Community Service, were involved in the above mentioned works.  Many tasks are undertaken at weekends and the Council’s direct involvement is with the probation office supervisors only.

The benefit to the Community of this type of community service is that the appearance of many estates is improved through the removal of graffiti and painting.  Many elderly residents have also benefited through having their grass cut.
(C/0160/08) HOUSING ADAPTATION GRANT SCHEME FOR PEOPLE WITH A DISABILITY, MOBILITY AID GRANT SCHEME AND HOUSING AID FOR OLDER PEOPLE SCHEME
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy  
To ask the Manager if he will make an updated report on the decision of the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government to rationalise the system of Grants available for repairs and improvements to dwellings, including the Essential Repairs Grants, Mobility Grants, and in particular if he will advise on when all of these Grants Schemes will come within the juristiction of Local Authorities?

REPLY:
The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government has introduced the Housing Adaptation Grant Scheme for People with a Disability, Mobility Aid Grant Scheme and the Housing Aid for Older People Scheme  with effect from 01/11/07.  These schemes replace the Disabled Persons Grant & Essential Repairs Grant Schemes in relation to private dwellings. The Council will continue to administer the Disabled Persons Grant Scheme in relation to Council dwellings.

The following is a brief summary of the revised schemes:

Housing Adaptation Grant Scheme for People with a Disability
The Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability is available to assist in the carrying out of works that are reasonably necessary for the purposes of rendering a house more suitable for the accommodation of a person with a disability who is a member of the household.The types of works allowable under the scheme are varied and include the provision of access ramps,stair lifts,downstairs toilet facilities,accessible showers,adaptations to facilitate wheelchair access,extensions and any other works that are reasonably necessary for the purpose of rendering a house more suitable for the accommodation of a person with a disability.

· Grant aid of up to 95% of the cost of the works is available up to a maximum of €30,000 

· Prioritisation is  on basis of Medical Need 

· Means Testing will apply in determining the level of grant payable as set out in tables below

Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability
(Houses over 12 Months Old)
	Gross Maximum Household Income p.a.
	% of Costs available
	Maximum Grant Available

	€
	%
	€

	Up to €30,000 
	95%
	30,000

	€30,001 - €34,000 
	90%
	27,000

	€34,001 - €38,000 
	80%
	24,000

	€38,001 - €42,000 
	70%
	21,000

	€42,001 - €46,000 
	60%
	18,000

	€46,001 - €50,000 
	50%
	15,000

	€50,001 - €54,000 
	40%
	12,000

	€54,001 - €65,000 
	30%
	9,000

	In excess of  €65,000
	No Grant is Payable
	


Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability 
(Houses less than 12 Months Old)
	Gross Maximum Household Income p.a.
	% of Costs available
	Maximum Grant Available

	€
	%
	€

	Up to €30,000 
	95%
	€14,500

	€30,001 - €34,000 
	90%
	€13,050

	€34,001 - €38,000 
	80%
	€11,600

	€38,001 - €42,000 
	70%
	€10,150

	€42,001 - €46,000 
	60%
	€8,700

	€46,001 - €50,000 
	50%
	€7,250

	€50,001 - €54,000 
	40%
	€5,800

	€54,001 - €65,000 
	30%
	€4,350

	In excess of  €65,000
	No Grant is Payable
	


Mobility Aids Housing Grant Scheme
The Mobility Aids Housing Grant Scheme is available to provide grant aid to cover a basic suite of works to address mobility problems, primarily, but not exclusively, associated with ageing, in order that recipients are not subject to delays in accessing works.  

· The types of works allowable under the scheme can be varied in order to address the mobility problems of a member of the household and shall include: grab-rails,  access ramps, level access showers, stair-lifts, and any other minor works as may be necessary to facilitate the mobility needs of the applicant.

· The  grant up to a maximum of €6,000 to cover 100% of the cost of works will be available to those with gross annual household incomes of up to €30,000.

Housing Aid for Older People Scheme
The Essential Repairs Grant Scheme was replaced by the Housing Aid for Older People Scheme on 1st November 2007. The new Scheme, when fully operational, will incorporate the works previously funded by the Council under the Essential Repairs Grant Scheme along with those applications processed by the Health Service Executive(HSE) under the Special Housing Aid for the Elderly Scheme . 

The Scheme of Housing Aid for Older People is available to assist older people living in poor housing conditions to have necessary repairs or improvements carried out.

However, the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government has advised the Council that the HSE will continue to administer the Special Housing Aid for the Elderly Scheme until further notice pending full resolution of all issues pertaining to the transfer of the Scheme to the Council.  Applicants seeking funding under that scheme should continue to apply directly to the HSE.  Means testing in order to determine the amount of grant payable is calculated in accordance with the following table:

	Gross maximum household income p.a.
	% of costs available
	Maximum Grant available

	Up to €30,000
	100%
	€10,500

	€30,001 - €34,000
	90%
	€9,450

	€34,001 - €38,000
	80%
	€8,400

	€38,001 - €42,000
	70%
	€7,350

	€42,001 - €46,000
	60%
	€6,300

	€46,001 - €50,000
	50%
	€5,250

	€50,001 - €54,000
	40%
	€4,200

	€54,001 - €65,000
	30%
	€3,150

	In excess of €65,000
	No grant is payable
	No grant is payable


(C/0161/08) 
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0162/08) PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Housing and was CONSIDERED:
“Under Section 94 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) South Dublin County Council prepared a Housing Strategy.  One of the key purposes of the strategy is to identify the overall need for affordable housing in the area of the County Development Plan and to ensure that South Dublin County Council provides for the development of affordable housing.  To date, the Council has been successful in acquiring affordable housing units for eligible applicants through:-

(a)  Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended)  

(b)  The development of public private partnerships/joint ventures.  

(c)  The Integrated Area Plans in tax designated areas.  

The Property Path has sold 952 affordable homes since the commencement of all programmes, under Part V, joint venture and affordable initiatives. 

To date 300 applications have been made in respect of the 121 purchases being made by the Affordable Homes partnership.  

In order to comply with the requirements of Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) and Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 it is recommended that the Council dispose of 3 properties at Eaton Square, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin and 13 properties at Castlegate, Adamstown, Co. Dublin to the eligible applicants (schedule available at the meeting) in accordance with the affordable housing scheme as adopted by the Council in April 2003.   

It is also proposed that the common areas in Castlegate, Adamstown Co. Dublin and Eaton Square, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin (schedule available at the meeting) excluding public open space be disposed of to the named management companies.  

The consent of the Council is sought for the disposal of these properties to eligible applicants.   

Joe Horan

County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and AGREED:

“That the Council dispose of 3 properties at Eaton Square, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin and 13 properties at Castlegate, Adamstown, Co. Dublin to the eligible applicants (schedule available at the meeting) in accordance with the affordable housing scheme as adopted by the Council in April 2003.   It is also proposed that the common areas in Castlegate, Adamstown Co. Dublin and Eaton Square, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin (schedule available at the meeting) excluding public open space be disposed of to the named management companies. “ 

(C/0163/08) PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF SECTION OF LANEWAY AT REAR OF 33 DUNAWLEY GROVE, CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22 TO MS. PATRICIA GRIFFIN.
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Economic Development and was CONSIDERED:
“An application was received from Ms. Patricia Griffin 33, Dunawley Grove, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 to acquire an area of laneway to the rear of her property for incorporation into her garden.  The Public Right of Way over this laneway was extinguished on 12/11/2007 and the owners of three adjoining houses, which would be affected by the incorporation of this section of laneway have confirmed that they have no objections to this proposal

Accordingly, I recommend that the Council dispose of a plot of land measuring 10 square metres or thereabouts at the rear of 33 Dunawley Grove, Clondalkin, as shown outlined in red on Drawing no. LA/04/08, to Ms. Patricia Griffin in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer:-

1. That the Council dispose of the subject plot for the consideration of €1,000 (one thousand euro)

2. That the land is disposed of with full freehold title and vacant possession.

3. That the Council shall retain a wayleave to services that exist in the above land (if any).

4. That the applicant shall incorporate the subject plot into their rear garden and any boundary works shall be agreed with and carried out to the satisfaction of the Council.

5. That the applicant shall pay the Council’s legal fees.

The lands to be disposed of form part of lands acquired from Mr. Edward Dowd in 1966 for housing, roads and open space purposes.

 

J. Horan 
County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and AGREED:
“That the Council dispose of a plot of land measuring 10 square metres or thereabouts at the rear of 33 Dunawley Grove, Clondalkin, as shown outlined in red on Drawing no. LA/04/08, to Ms. Patricia Griffin in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer:-

1.
That the Council dispose of the subject plot for the consideration of €1,000 (one thousand euro)

2.
 That the land is disposed of with full freehold title and vacant possession.

3.
That the Council shall retain a wayleave to services that exist in the above land (if any).

4.
That the applicant shall incorporate the subject plot into their rear garden and any boundary works shall be agreed with and carried out to the satisfaction of the Council.

5.
That the applicant shall pay the Council’s legal fees.

The lands to be disposed of form part of lands acquired from Mr. Edward Dowd in 1966 for housing, roads and open space purposes.”

(C/0164/08) PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF 2 PLOTS OF LAND AT WILLSBROOK, LUCAN, CO. DUBLIN TO JOHN AND TOM MCGREEVY, 5 SEAFIELD GROVE,  CLONTARF, DUBLIN 3
The following report, which had been circulated was presented by Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Economic Development and was CONSIDERED:
“An application has been received from John and Tom McGreevy, 5 Seafield Grove, Clontarf, Dublin 3 to acquire 2 plots of Council owned land comprising 1,162 sq. metres or thereabouts at Willsbrook, Lucan, Co Dublin to incorporate with adjoining lands in their ownership.  The Council’s lands are located adjacent to the Lucan Educate Together N.S. and the proposed disposal of the plots referred to above were discussed with the Department of Education and Science. The Department has confirmed that it has no interest in the two small plots being disposed of  but may pursue the acquisition of the remaining lands at a future date.

Accordingly, I recommend that the Council dispose of 2 plots of land measuring 1,162 sq. metres or thereabouts at Willsbrook, Lucan, Co. Dublin as shown outlined in red and hatched in green on Drawing No. LA/15/08 to John and Tom McGreevy,  5 Seafield Grove, Clontarf, Dublin 3 in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer:-

1.That the area to be disposed of is the two plots measuring 1,162 sq. metres(0.2871 acres)or thereabouts at Willsbrook, Lucan, Co.Dublin as shown outlined in red and hatched in green on Drawing No. LA/15/08.

2. That the disposal priced shall be calculated at the rate of €1,763,552 (one million, seven hundred and sixty-three thousand, five hundred and fifty-    two euro) per acre on the disposal area,  giving a total consideration of €506,316.00  (five hundred and six thousand, three hundred and sixteen euro) for the area to be disposed of, payable as follows:

(a) 50%  within one month of the date of the Council approving the disposal.

(b) 50% on the date of completion of the transaction

Interest at the rate of 10% per annum shall apply to any outstanding amounts. 

3. That the land is disposed of with full freehold title and vacant possession.

4. That each party shall be responsible for their own fees in this matter. 

5. No agreement enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until exchange of contracts has taken place.

The lands to be disposed of form part of lands acquired in 1982 from Mr & Mrs. Richardson for Housing and Roads purposes and from Dublin City Council in 1997 in accordance with the Scheme of Transfer of Lands under the Local Government (Dublin) Act 1993.

J. Horan 

County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and AGREED:

“That the Council dispose of 2 plots of land measuring 1,162 sq. metres or thereabouts at Willsbrook, Lucan, Co. Dublin as shown outlined in red and hatched in green on Drawing No. LA/15/08 to John and Tom McGreevy,  5 Seafield Grove, Clontarf, Dublin 3 in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer:-
1.  That the area to be disposed of is the two plots measuring 1,162 sq. metres(0.2871 acres)or thereabouts at Willsbrook, Lucan, Co.Dublin as shown outlined in red and hatched in green on Drawing No. LA/15/08.
2. That the disposal priced shall be calculated at the rate of €1,763,552 (one million, seven hundred and sixty-three thousand, five hundred and fifty-    two euro) per acre on the disposal area,  giving a total consideration of €506,316.00  (five hundred and six thousand, three hundred and sixteen euro) for the area to be disposed of, payable as follows:

(a)  50%  within one month of the date of the Council approving the disposal.

 

(b)  50% on the date of completion of the transaction

 

     Interest at the rate of 10% per annum shall apply to any outstanding amounts. 

 

3.That the land is disposed of with full freehold title and vacant possession.

 

4. That each party shall be responsible for their own fees in this matter. 

 

5. No agreement enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until exchange of contracts has taken place
 

The lands to be disposed of form part of lands acquired in 1982 from Mr & Mrs. Richardson for Housing and Roads purposes and from Dublin City Council in 1997 in accordance with the Scheme of Transfer of Lands under the Local Government (Dublin) Act 1993.”

(C/0165/08) PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PORTION OF LAND ADJACENT 301 GLENVIEW LAWNS, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 TO NOEL AND CATHERINE WHELAN 
The following report, which had been circulated was presented by Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Economic Development and was CONSIDERED:
“An application has been received from Noel and Catherine Whelan, 301 Glenview Lawns, Tallaght, Dublin 24  to incorporate a portion of land  adjoining their house, into their garden. This is required by the applicants to alleviate a problem of alleged anti-social behaviour.  These lands were acquired by South Dublin County Council from Dublin City Council in accordance with the Scheme of Transfer lands under the Local Government (Dublin) Act 1993. The Council is presently awaiting registration of its title in The Property Registration Authority.

Accordingly, I recommend, that on completion of registration of title, the Council dispose of an area measuring 233 square metres or thereabouts adjacent to 301 Glenview Lawns, Tallaght, Dublin 24 as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/12/08 to the respective householders, Noel & Catherine Whelan, in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer:-

1. That the land be disposed of on the basis of a leasehold disposal for garden purposes only.

2.The applicant to pay to the Council a capital premium of  €10,000 (ten thousand euro).

3. That the applicant shall be granted a lease in the above land for a term of 99 years at an initial rent of €1 (one euro) per annum (if demanded)   with rent reviews every 5 years linked to changes in the Consumer Price Index.

4.That the Council shall retain a wayleave to any services that exist on, under or above the subject land.

5.That an appropriate boundary wall be constructed, the specification for which is to be agreed with the Council’s Roads Area Engineer.

6. That the new boundary wall complies with the building regulations and  Planning and Development  Act 2000(as amended).

7. That the applicant shall pay the Council’s legal fees.

8. That the County Solicitor shall draft the necessary legal agreement and may include further terms and conditions or make such reasonable alterations, additions and modifications thereto as he deems appropriate. 

9. That the proposal is subject to the necessary approvals and consents being obtained.

10. No agreement enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until exchange of contracts has taken place. 

The lands to be disposed of form part of lands acquired from Dublin City Council in 1997 in accordance with the Scheme of Transfer of Lands under the Local Government (Dublin) Act 1993.

J. Horan 
County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and AGREED:
“That on completion of registration of title, the Council dispose of an area measuring 233 square metres or thereabouts adjacent to 301 Glenview Lawns, Tallaght, Dublin 24 as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/12/08 to the respective householders, Noel & Catherine Whelan, in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer:-
1.  That the land be disposed of on the basis of a leasehold disposal for garden purposes only.

 

2.  The applicant to pay to the Council a capital premium of  €10,000 (ten thousand euro).

 

3.  That the applicant shall be granted a lease in the above land for a term of 99 years at an initial rent of €1 (one euro) per annum (if demanded)   with rent reviews every 5 years linked to changes in the Consumer Price Index.

 

4.  That the Council shall retain a wayleave to any services that exist on, under or above the subject land.

 

5.  That an appropriate boundary wall be constructed, the specification for which is to be agreed with the Council’s Roads Area Engineer.

 

6.  That the new boundary wall complies with the building regulations and  Planning and Development  Act 2000(as amended).

 

7.  That the applicant shall pay the Council’s legal fees.

 

8.  That the County Solicitor shall draft the necessary legal agreement and may include further terms and conditions or make such reasonable alterations, additions and modifications thereto as he deems appropriate. 

 

9.  That the proposal is subject to the necessary approvals and consents being obtained.

 
10.  No agreement enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until exchange of contracts  has taken place. 

 

The lands to be disposed of form part of lands acquired from Dublin City Council in 1997 in accordance with the Scheme of Transfer of Lands under the Local Government (Dublin) Act 1993.”
(C/0166/08) DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST 
The following report, which had been circulated was presented by Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Economic Development and was CONSIDERED:
“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interests in the sites listed hereunder. The following have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the properties

ADDRESS            

LESSEE(S)                     
 PURCHASE PRICE
65 Castle Lawns                
Philp Healy                                 
€482.15

184 Castle Park                
Annie Keenan                             
€116.59

286 Balrothery Estate       
Noel and Charlotte Gough           
€482.15

5 Castle Lawns                
Cornelius Carroll                        
€96.03

J. Horan

County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and AGREED:

“That this Council in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 disposes of the fee simple interests in the sites listed hereunder. The following have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the properties

ADDRESS


LESSEE(S)

PURCHASE PRICE
65 Castle Lawns

Philp Healy


€482.15

184 Castle Park

Annie Keenan


 €116.59

286 Balrothery Estate

Noel and Charlotte Gough
€482.15

5 Castle Lawns

Cornelius Carroll

€96.03”
(C/0167/08) 
REPORT OF THE PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS UNDER PART 8 OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 FOR THE PROPOSED REFURBISHMENT AND NEW WORKS AT BALLYROAN COMMUNITY CENTRE, PASTORAL CENTRE AND LIBRARY.

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“At a meeting of the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2) held on 9th October 2007 it was agreed to proceed with a public consultation process for the proposed refurbishment and new works at Ballyroan, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 prescribes the requirements in respect of certain classes of proposed Local Authority Developments.  The Regulations apply to the proposed works involved in the refurbishment of Ballyroan Community Centre, Ballyroan Library and construction of a Pastoral Centre at Ballyroan.

The project is divided into three sections as follows –

1. The refurbishment and extension of Ballyroan Library.  This will include a two-storey extension to the existing building to contain meeting rooms, additional adult-educational areas, staff offices, and a new reception and internet area.  Total area to be 760 sq ms.

2. The refurbishment and extension of Ballyroan Community Centre.  This will include a single-storey extension with a youth drop-in facility, enhanced kitchen facilities for Meals on Wheels, improved toilet provision, a meeting room and children’s garden.  Total area to be 175 sq ms.

3. The construction of a new single-storey Pastoral Centre with meeting rooms, kitchen/coffee area and pastoral offices.  Total area to be 477 sq ms.

Library:
The current library was build in the 1980’s but has become outdated and too small for the number of people that use the library and has one of the highest user rates in the greater Dublin area.

The proposal is for the building to be remodelled and extended with the existing entrance relocated.  Two new entrances will be provided one to the North, accessed from Orchardstown villas.  One will enter into a new double height internal street.  This street can be used for group activities, large exhibitions, readings, meetings, lectures etc and can adjust as needs change.

New service elements and specific public uses are located in the two storey volume on the east side and these are denoted in a timber lining which snakes in and out of these areas and can be opened and closed to adapt to the user needs.  An exhibition area, coffee dock, seminar rooms which can be divided into two separate rooms and toilet facilities are proposed.  Access can be gained to the second floor were a study area is provided as well as book storage and staff facilities.

The retained section of the existing building will be re-roofed and become a large reading room which can be arranged to suit the demographics of the users.  It will be an open plan room lit from above by means of roof-lights with more intimate reading areas off the main space in the form of pods, which overlook the adjoining streets.  These can be a place to study or sit and read.  A children/group area is located on the north and can be used for book readings, arts and crafts etc.

The car park to the south is to be remodelled to become a shared surface for people and cars.  This area will be planted with trees and benches to allow one sit and read.  The area between the street and the pods is to be landscaped to provide a buffer zone to the reading areas and the library.  On street parking will be maintained on the perimeter of the site.

The remodelled library will be larger and updated to suit the needs of the community for the next generation. 

Community Centre:
The existing community centre is in need of modernisation as many of its services are at the end of the useful life and the internal layout are causing difficulty in the functioning of the building with additional space required to meet the needs of the local community and also prove attractive to use by the youth of the area.  The building will be altered and extended to provide for these new needs.

To provide a more civic face to the building the entry area is to be opened up and integrated as part of the existing shopping centre.  The new area will contain a public face to the community with a new youth drop in café, which can be used by all users and an office to act as greeting point. This will be a much needed requirement for the youth of the area in providing a supervised and safe environment to meet. This will be developed with the local youth and the involvement of South Dublin County Comhairle na N-Og.

To further enhance the civic nature a large window will be provided to provide views inwardly to the main hall and outwards through the café and to the street beyond to highlight the activities that occur within.  This window can be closed off if users require more privacy.

Internally the rooms will be reorganised to provide for a larger kitchen for the invaluable ‘meals on wheels’ facility.  New public toilets will be provided of the café area with an independent roof-light circulation zone providing access to the new toilets and showers, better storage facilities, modified crèche/arts room with a larger meeting room to the rear of the building overlooking an enclosed garden.  This enclosed play area is to provide direct access and a safe place for the crèche.

The upper floors area will remain, albeit modernised with the staircase modified to provide for easier access.  New roof-lights are to be provided throughout to improve the use of natural light within the building as well as improving the internal environment.

Pastoral Centre:
The intention here is to provide a new building, which fulfils a number of social and urban roles.  The pastoral centre is conceived as a key public building within the new urban fabric of its context.  Its relationship to the new library, existing church and refurbished community centre is critical and the strategic landscaping of intermediate areas will ensure the buildings sit together successfully within a unified site.

The building has a clearly defined distinction between the public social spaces of the large hall, large meeting room, café and entrance and the private more intimate spaces of the smaller meeting rooms.  The public spaces are articulated by the removable partitions, clearly defined openings, increased ceiling heights and the penetration of natural light to clearly define social spaces which are intended for communication and interaction.  

The smaller rooms are positione4d deep within the building and adjacent to, or facing, courtyards to create introspective spaces where the occupant feels sheltered from the external world.

We envisage the pastoral centre as a precious modern object set within the grounds of the church.  The flat roof provides the pastoral centre with a clean horizontal profile, which is critical to this relationship with the church and ensuring the centre, does not seek to imitate or mock the church.

The flat roof is critical to the pastoral centre design as the internal spaces are informed by the movement of natural light gained from the courtyards and roof lights, and this would be severely compromised by a pitched roof profile.  The large courtyard has been positioned to allow the retention of the anniversary oak tree and possibly the adjacent tree.  These deciduous trees will provide the courtyard with dappled light during summer months while minimising shading during winter months.

We would also propose that this boundary wall between the library and courtyard be removed and replaced with a linear bench, which will continue to define this boundary while providing a visually connected open space between the two buildings.  This will avoid creating a hidden pocket of space to the side of the pastoral centre, which may be prone to anti-social behaviour and instead creates a space, which will be subject to surveillance from the library, pastoral centre and the road.

The building design will include defensive measures such as anti-vandal glass and paint and shutters, which can be used to close off the building at night if necessary.

Consultation:
The scheme went on public display from Monday 4th February, 2008 to Tuesday 18th March, 2008 at:

· The offices at South Dublin County Council, County Hall, Tallaght, 

· Ballyroan Library,

The closing date for receipt of submissions was Wednesday 2nd April, 2008.

There was also a public meeting held at the Community Centre on 19th November 2007.

There were seven submissions made during this period and in general were positive and supportive of this proposal. They are summarised as follows:

1/ Nora Kearney, Chairperson, Ballyroan Community Care.

Fully supportive of the project and indicated their wish to ensure the continuation of the Meals-on-Wheels service. The Group have requested the provision of a cloakroom which they also consider essential.

Response:

The Council will do everything possible to ensure the continuation of the Meals-on-Wheels service and will work with the Committee on this request.  The provision of a cloakroom will also be considered.

2/Vera Hayden, Hon. Secretary, Ballyroan Bowling Club

Request for storage and ease of access for carpet frame and equipment of the Club.

Response:

This will be considered in the context of final detailed drawings of the project and every effort will be made to accommodate.

3/ Councillor Cait Keane.

Fully supports the project and makes observations on overlooking aspect of the library, ensure full consultation with all parties at each stage of the project, additional parking and definition of drop-in facilities.

Response:

The project proposes a Pastoral Centre at single storey level which will not create any overlooking problems and the design of the Library proposal does not create any overlooking concerns. There will be full consultation at all times with interested parties to the project as has been the case to date. The youth drop-in aspect of the refurbished Community Centre is a much needed requirement for the youth of the area in providing a supervised and safe environment to meet. This will be developed and progressed with the local youth and the South Dublin County Comhairle na N-Og Committee. There is provision for retention of car parking spaces at the Library. The car park to the south is to be remodelled to become a shared surface for people and cars.

4/ Mrs A. Hickey, Marian Bridge Club 

Supporting the project on behalf of the Bridge Club users.

5/ Teresa Cowney, Rosemount Ladies Badminton Club

Supporting the project on behalf of the Badminton Club users.

6/ Maree Jewell, Coolamber Park, Knocklyon

She is not fully supportive of the Community Centre refurbishment proposal as she has some concerns regarding the open plan nature of the proposed refurbished dining room which will prevent it from being used as a proper room, lack of fire escape for upstairs rooms apart from the exit at bottom of stairs and generally considers that the proposal does not offer any great advantage but welcomes the refurbishment. Also requests that the project be phased to allow continuation of the drama teaching service at the centre.

Response:

The open plan nature of the dining room is as agreed with the committees at the centre and provides for greater and more flexible use of the space. Internally the rooms will be reorganised to provide for a larger kitchen for the invaluable ‘meals on wheels’ facility.  New public toilets will be provided of the café area with an independent roof-light circulation zone providing access to the new toilets and showers, better storage facilities, modified crèche/arts room with a larger meeting room to the rear of the building overlooking an enclosed garden. The fire exits as proposed meet all fire regulations. The upper floors area will remain, albeit modernised with the staircase modified to provide for easier access. Every effort will be made to ensure continuation of services and use as far as is practicable. 

7/ Laura Higgins, Chestnut Montessori, Ballyroan Community Centre.

Fully Supportive of the project as proposed and requested a phasing on the construction to allow a continuation of the Montessori service from this location.

It is also agreed to alter the direction of the disabled accessible ramp to the church and the internal layout of the kitchen/serving area of the proposed Pastoral Centre. 

Conclusion:
As the only submissions to the project are supportive and as the proposed works are consistent with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area and the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004 – 2010, it is recommended to proceed with the proposed works as advertised subject to the minor alterations to internal layout as agreed with the interested users/committees and the identification and sourcing of the necessary funding for the projects.”
The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the proposed development be carried out as recommended in the Manager’s Report.

(C/0168/08) 
PLANNING POLICY INITIATIVES TO AMELIORATE ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR IN NEW AND EXISTING DEVELOPMENTS

Mr. T. Doherty, Director of Planning presented the report and recommended that it be adopted.
“At the Joint Housing and Social Development SPC/Planning and Economic Development SPC meeting held on Thursday February 14th.  at which the following report was presented, the members  recommended that the ‘Guidelines for Designing out Anti-Social Behaviour’  be brought to the Council for formal adoption.

Guidelines for Designing out Anti-Social Behaviour
At a meeting of the Economic Development and Planning Strategic Policy Committee held on 17th May 2006, a report entitled ‘Planning Policies and Design Approaches to Reduce Anti-Social Behaviour’ was considered.  This report detailed provisions in Planning Department plans and policies with implications for anti-social behaviour and crime in general.  It was agreed that a sub-committee be set up to further examine the matter.  Terms of Reference were drawn up and agreed and the purpose of the sub-committee was defined as follows: 

‘The Sub-Committee shall consider the issue of anti-social behaviour in relation to the role of the Council as planning authority and shall make recommendations on how anti-social behaviour can be reduced through the planning process.   The focus shall be on plans, policies, guidelines and planning functions of the Council including the role of the Development Plan, Local Area Plans, planning studies, the assessment of planning applications and enforcement’.
The Sub-Committee met over the period October 2006 to May 2007.  Various aspects of anti-social behaviour were teased out and discussed including examples from Sub-Committee members’ own experience and areas of expertise.  It was agreed that the best way to proceed was to prepare ‘Guidelines for Designing out Anti-Social Behaviour’, the document now being presented for your information.

The Guidelines are intended as a reference tool for Forward Planning and Development Management in the Planning Department.  They contain criteria for proofing planning applications and local area plans, masterplans and planning studies against the potential for facilitating crime and anti-social behaviour.  The premise is that by creating a safe, secure and attractive environment, opportunities for anti-social behaviour and crime in general are minimised.  

The Guidelines would also be of assistance to staff in other departments of the Council e.g. architects designing a housing layout, engineers planning a road network, parks superintendents designing open spaces, etc.  In addition, they are drafted in a manner that would render them accessible to interested members of the public.  

The Guidelines were approved by the Economic Development and Planning SPC on 19th September 2007.” 

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Corr, E. Tuffy, D. Keating, G. O’Connell, J. Hannon and C. Keane.
Mr. J. Horan, County Manager and Mr. T. Doherty, Director of Planning responded to the Members’ queries.

It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:
“That the “Guidelines for Designing out Anti-Social Behaviour” be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0169/08) 
PROPOSED VARIATION OF COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN - WOODTOWN MANOR STOCKING LANE, RATHFARNHAM TO PERMIT RETIREMENT HOMES COMPLEX
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated was presented by Mr. T. Doherty, Director of Planning and was CONSIDERED:
“The following report was noted at the Tallaght Area Committee on 31st March 2008.
“Introduction
The owners of Woodtown Manor House and its surrounding holding have requested an opportunity to give a briefing to Members on the above proposal.  The owners propose to develop a retirement home scheme on part of the lands in and around the Woodtown Manor House.  It is envisaged that the retirement village complex would consist of some 100 units.

Woodtown Manor House is part of an overall holding of some 52 hectares.  It is proposed to develop approximately 7.6 hectares of this land in the immediate vicinity of the House for the retirement homes complex.  The site is located to the north of the Kilakee Road and to the south of lands currently being developed as part of the Ballycullen-Oldcourt Action Area Plan.

The site on which it is proposed to develop the retirement homes scheme is located within an area zoned ‘B’ in the County Development Plan 2004-2010 in relation to which it is an objective - ‘To protect and improve rural amenity and to provide for the development of agriculture’.  

A Specific Local Objective (SLO 116) is contained in the Development Plan relating to the Woodtown Manor site.  

SLO 116 states as follows:

“Facilitate a hotel development and associated leisure uses at the existing Woodtown Manor House, Stocking Lane, Rathfarnham subject to:
Ø Due consideration being given to ensuring the conservation of historic, architectural and archaeological features of existing buildings and site.
Ø The agreed principle of prohibiting clusters of development above the 120 metre contour being strictly observed and
Ø That any grant of permission to develop the hotel and leisure element of the site include a provision for the adequate upgrading of Stocking Lane to meet the requirements of the extra traffic generated by such development.”

Woodtown Manor House is on the Council’s Record of Protected Structures (RPS ref. 363).  

Recent Planning History
Planning permission was granted by An Bord Pleanala for a hotel on the site on 20th January, 2004.  The planning application was described thus - 

“Hotel development comprising 120 bedrooms over three-storeys including conference, leisure, ancillary hotel facilities and associated car parking, change of use of Woodtown Manor (a protected structure) from residential to hotel use including the conversion of the stable buildings to hotel apartment use (six number suites), demolition of single storey semi-derelict outbuildings, and a temporary wastewater treatment plan, as revised by public notices received by the planning authority on the 3rd day of June, 2003 to provide for the partial removal of a three-storey block involving the removal of 22 number bedrooms, the retention of single storey semi-derelict outbuildings and the subsequent movement of the surrounding development 14 metres approximately from the protected structure in a south-east direction; the reconfiguration of the car parking layout including the movement of 116 number spaces to the rear (east) of the hotel, the reduction of the  number of car parking spaces from 350 to 328, all at Woodtown Manor, Woodtown, Stocking Lanes, Rathfarnham, Dublin”.  

It has been stated by the developers that despite several efforts they been unable to interest any hotel operator in the permitted hotel project as the market is well catered for.  Accordingly the alternative proposal for the retirement homes development is being proposed.

Proposed Development  
Briefly the retirement homes development would include – 

· Restore and re-use the protected Woodtown Manor House.  Within the House it is proposed to develop a public restaurant and also include facilities for doctor, nurse, private dining room, within an area of landscaped grounds etc.  It is also proposed to restore the courtyard and walled garden area. 

· Develop a health and wellbeing and fitness suite including a swimming pool – this would be open to the public 

· Homes would be restricted to persons over 55 years of age and be suitable for disabled residents 

· The 100 homes would range in scale from 1 to 3 storeys in height. 

· Nursing and specialist medical care would be for residents 

· The new complex is stated to be smaller in scale and would be less intrusive than the previously permitted hotel development 

· The new complex is stated to require less car parking and would involve less tree felling than the hotel development 

· Given that the homes would be restricted to persons over 55 years of age a Deed of Covenant under Section 47 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 would be entered into with the Council regarding this.  The landowner has agreed to this. The Deed would regulate and control the use of the land to a retirement complex with continuity of medical and other support services and each residential unit within it to the qualification of user.  

· Provide a public right of way through the grounds so that residents in the vicinity can cross the lands and access the uplands in the vicinity.

County Development Plan 2004-2010
Given that - 

· the lands on which it is proposed to develop the retirement homes scheme are zoned ‘B’ in the County Development Plan 2004-2010 where it is an objective - ‘To protect and improve rural amenity and to provide for the development of agriculture’ 

· the existing Specific Local Objective (SLO 116) is related to facilitating a hotel development and associated leisure uses at Woodtown Manor House.  The proposed retirement homes scheme would not be in accordance with the SLO 

· the proposal would require a new Specific Local Objective; replacing the existing SLO with one which would facilitate the provision of the retirement homes complex 

The development of the proposed 100 homes scheme would therefore necessitate the making of a Variation of the Development Plan.

Proposed Variation
A Proposed Variation would involve - 

a) the deletion of the existing Specific Local Objective (SLO 116) in the Development Plan and 

b) its replacement with a new SLO along the following lines: 

“Facilitate a retirement homes scheme at the existing Woodtown Manor House, Stocking Lane, Rathfarnham subject to:
Ø Due consideration being given to ensuring the conservation of historic, architectural and archaeological features of existing buildings and site
Ø The development of a maximum of 100 retirement homes 
Ø The homes being restricted to persons over 55 years of age and being suitable for disabled residents 
Ø The completion of a Deed of Covenant under Section 47 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) with the Council regarding the regulation and control of the use of the land to a retirement complex with continuity of medical and other support services and each residential unit within it to the qualification of user 
Ø Certain identified facilities in the scheme being made available for general public use including the restaurant and leisure facilities 
Ø The provision and maintenance of a public right of way through the lands of Woodtown Manor House (and agreed in a Section 47 Agreement) so that the general public can cross the lands and access the uplands in the vicinity and
Ø The inclusion in any grant of permission to develop the retirement homes scheme of appropriate provision(s) for the adequate upgrading of Stocking Lane to meet the requirements of the extra traffic generated by such development.”
Ø The inclusion in any grant of permission of a condition requiring the allocation of 10% of the residential units provided, to persons over the age of 55 years who would otherwise qualify for social / affordable housing under Part 5 of the Planning Acts 2000 – 2006 – such allocations to be made preferably by an approved housing association.”

END OF COMMITTEE REPORT
The Committee recommended that the applicant be informed of the members requirement that 15% of Social/Affordable Residential units be provided, before the report came before the Council.

The applicant has confirmed in writing his acceptance of this requirement.

Accordingly it is recommended to the Council that the statutory procedure for the making of a variation to the County Development Plan be initiated on this basis.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Corr, J. Hannon, J. Lahart, J. Daly, T. McDermott, E. Maloney, C. Keane, P. Cosgrave, C. Brophy, M. Murphy and C. Jones.

Mr. T. Doherty, Director of Planning responded to the Members’ queries.
Following discussion it was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor D. Keating, C Keane and AGREED:

“That a decision on initiation of the statutory procedure for the making of a variation to the County Development Plan in respect of proposed development at Woodtown Manor, Stocking Lane, Rathfarnham to permit Retirement Homes Complex, be DEFERRED pending full briefing of the members of SDCC on the proposed development.”
(C/0170/08) 
Letter, dated 28th February 2008 from Macroom Town Council regarding motion passed in relation to agency employment.
The above letter was NOTED.
(C/0171/08) 
Letter, dated 19th March 2008 from the HSE in reply to South Dublin County Council's letter of 12th February regarding the cystic fibrosis services.
The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0172/08) 
Email, dated 28th March 2008 regarding motion passed calling on the Department of Transport, Irish Rail and the Haulage industry to discuss the provision of a viable Freight Service on all mainline rail lines.

 The above letter was NOTED.
(C/0173/08) 
BUY BACK HOUSES
It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

“That this County Council agrees to a policy whereby we would purchase houses back from home owners in County Council housing estates.”
REPORT

“The Council's current Multi-Annual Construction / Acquisition Programme provides for the purchase of second hand houses.  The number of units purchased depends on various factors, including demand in a particular area from the Council's Housing List, availablity of suitable dwellings for purchase and availablility of funding from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.

In 2007 a total of 185 second hand units were purchased throughout the County.   However in recent correspondence and meetings the DOELG have indicated that there will be a reduction in the Housing Capital Allocation for the period of 2008 to 2010. Confirmation of the allocation is awaited but it is unlikely that that there will be sufficient funds available for a purchase programme.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors R. Dowds, M. Corr, T. Ridge.

Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Housing responded to the Members’ queries.

The report was NOTED.

(C/0174/08) `NEIGHBOURS & NEWCOMERS’ OPEN DAY
It was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon, seconded by Councillor D. Keating:

“That this Council organise a 'Neighbours & Newcomers' Open Day or Week to showcase the work of the Council in its role as the primary democratic forum in the County”
REPORT:
“It is anticipated that "The Big Picture", a most innovative development comprising  a new multi-media permanent public exhibition space in Tallaght Town Centre, will bring the future of South Dublin County to life in a visual and engaging manner to inform, stimulate and then capture the participant’s / audience’s views as an integral part of the exhibition. 

This facility will bring the emerging city character of Tallaght to life, by digitally building a picture of new developments proposed and under construction and superimposing these images onto the existing streetscape to give a unique view of the future form of the county town. It will also serve to showcase the many Council initiatives underway or proposed across all areas of the county and bring these to life in an engaging, visually attractive and interactive way. The exhibition area will serve to bring information in a unique form to a wide audience ranging from the citizen, student, tourist, community and business groups.  

This facility, which is expected to open in April 2008, will be widely marketed as a forum to showcase the work of the Council in its role as the primary democratic forum in the County.

The executive at all times welcomes proposals and ideas to assist with profiling and communicating the work of the Council and if resolved by the members will proactively pursue the proposal for a 'Neighbours & Newcomers' Open Day or Week as outlined in the motion.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors J. Hannon, D. Keating, J. Daly, C. Keane, E. Maloney and T. McDermott.
Mr. J. Horan, County Manager responded to the Members queries.
The report was NOTED.

(C/0175/08) 
CHILDREN’S WEBSITE

In accordance with Standing Order No. 22, as Councillor M. Corr was absent from the chamber when this item was reached, the following motion in her name FELL.
“That the Manager undertakes to develop a section of www.sdcc.ie for children, to have links to this section of the site featured prominently on the homepage of www.sdcc.ie and to create as much interactivity as possible within it in order to engage, educate and encourage as much participation by children as possible as well as promoting active citizenship from an early age.  This is to be created in addition to the development of the "Skids" section of the Libraries website.”
(C/0176/08)
ABA BASED EDUCATION


It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott, seconded by Councillor D. Keating:
“That South Dublin County Council, in noting the recent awarding of costs in the Ó'Cuanachain ABA case in the High Court, considers that the matter of provision of an ABA based education for particular children suffering from autism is a matter of great public importance.”
REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the matter regarding the awarding of costs against the Ó'Cuanachain family and the importance of provision of an ABA education for particular children suffering from autism will be referred to the Minister for Education and Science and the Minister for Justice for their attention.  When replies are received the Council will be notified accordingly”
A discussion followed regarding the validity of this motion under Standing Order 13(l) with contributions from Councillors C. King, E. Maloney, and T. McDermott.

Following discussion it was AGREED to note the contents of the motion.

(C/0177/08) AFFORDABLE HOUSING POLICY

In accordance with Standing Order No. 22, as Councillor J. Lahart was absent from the chamber when this item was reached, the following motion in his name FELL.
“That the Council ensure that the Affordable Housing policy is just and fair in its treatment of individuals.”
(C/0178/08) VARIATION OF THE WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN
It was proposed by Councillor A. McGaughey, seconded by Councillor C. Keane:

“That the Manager provide a full report on the decision to prohibit competition in the collection of domestic waste and outline the benefits likely to accrue to householders in the County from this decision.”
REPORT:
“Refuse Collection is one of the most important public services that is provided to any community and a significant social responsibility of a Local Authority. The successful delivery of the service has significant impacts on public health, environment and social inclusion that are not necessarily apparent at first glance.  As such one has to view it in the context of an overall service provision rather than as provision to individual residents.

The Variation of the Waste Management Plan was initiated arising from serious concerns in relation to problems being generated by a progressively more fractured market that was arising from the “free for all” nature of the unregulated scene.  It also brought the Dublin Waste Management Plan into line with the Waste Management Act 1996.  Of principle concern are the public service priorities of universal availability of service (ensuring that all households especially low income or rural households can continue to receive a service); of ensuring that uneconomic routes continue to receive a service; of ensuring that the provision of public facilities for recycling and disposal of waste continue to be provided; of minimising illegal dumping (in as far as that is possible); of controlling carbon emissions and traffic problems by preventing a proliferation of Refuse trucks servicing the same estates at all times of the day and night etc. These priorities are all best served by the new regulated market than they could ever be by a “free for all“ style market where no public service obligation is placed on any of the participants other than the Local Authority. These are the benefits to the public in general.

The Variation changes the Dublin Regional Waste Management Plan to directly reflect Section 33 (1)(a) of the Waste Management Act 1996 - 

"33. —(1) ( a ) Each local authority shall collect, or arrange for the collection of, household waste within its functional area."

The impact of the change has been to bring about a situation where the Local Authority can either provide a Refuse Collection service directly, contract a private operator to do so on its behalf or both for example contract certain routes/classes of waste etc. Rather than being anti-competitive, it is in fact an attempt to regulate a fractured and dysfunctional market. A phrase that can best describe the impact of the Variation is that “competition within the market has been replaced by competition for the market” and is consistent with markets that prevail many European Union member states. The Dublin Local Authorities are satisfied that the Variation is consistent with European Competitive requirements and that it is the most effective way of dealing with the issues involved. The Variation allows the Local Authorities to ensure the provision an efficient, environmentally friendly and socially inclusive Refuse Collection Service while also ensuring that the benefits of open market competition are passed on to householders through the competitive tendering process.

The Variation process included an initial consultation period following publication of a Notice of Intention to Vary the Plan. Submissions were accepted following which a Consultation Paper, accompanied by an Environmental and Technical Report commissioned from RPS Consulting Engineers and an Economics and Competition Policy study from Dr Francis O’Toole of Trinity College Dublin, were placed on public display and further submissions were invited.

Following the receipt of further submissions, a final report was prepared and the decision was taken to vary the plan. It should be noted that motions supporting the proposed Variation were passed unanimously by South Dublin, Dublin City and Fingal County Councils during the consultation process.

The following are the reports that detail the issues referred above -

Consultation document
Environment & Technical Report
Response to Submissions
Economic Competition Study
Variation”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillor A. McGaughey, J. Hannon, T. McDermott, E. Maloney, P. Cosgrave, R. Dowds and G. O’Connell.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

At this point the Deputy Mayor indicated that he proposed that Standing Order No. 5 be suspended in order to extend the meeting time to 18:40 to complete discussion on this item.  This proposal was AGREED by the Members. 

The discussion continued with contributions from Councillors J. Daly, C. Keane, and C. Jones and C. King.
Ms. P. Poole, Director of Environment responded to the Members’ queries.

The report was NOTED.
(C/0179/08) ESSENTIAL REPAIRS GRANT

The following motion in the name of Councillor E. Tuffy was MOVED without debate:

“That the Manager would review the restriction of the works for which grants are approved by SDCC under the Essential Repairs Grant for older people to roof repairs and rewiring, and that he extends the type of work which can be approved to include window replacement and heating in the case of dwellings which are very energy inefficient, and if he will make a report on the matter”.

REPORT:
“The Essential Repairs Grant Scheme was replaced by the Housing Aid for Older People Scheme on 1st November 2007. The new Scheme, when fully operational, will incorporate the works previously funded by the Council under the Essential Repairs Grant Scheme and those applications processed by the Health Service Executive(HSE) under the Special Housing Aid for the Elderly Scheme .  However, the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government (DOEH&LG) has advised the Council that the HSE will continue to administer the Special Housing Aid  for the Elderly Scheme until further notice pending full resolution of all issues pertaining to the transfer of the Scheme to the Council  and applicants seeking funding under that scheme should continue to apply directly to the HSE.

South Dublin County Council continues to process those applications received under the Essential Repairs Grant Scheme prior to the 1st November 2007. Funding is made available throught the DOEH&LG on the basis that the Local Authority provides a one third contribution from it's own resources. The total amount spent on the Essential Repairs Scheme to the end of 2007 was €1,113,013.00, one third of which was funded from the Council's own resources. 

Given the relatively small level of funding available each year under the Essential Repair Grant Scheme the Council has to date prioritised  the more urgent electrical and roof repairs works. The scheme as operated by the Council provides financial assistance to qualified applicants who require essential electrical  rewiring and /or roof repairs ( which includes guttering, facia and soffits ) .  The maximum grant available under the Essential Repairs Grant Scheme was set at € 9,530.00.

The new Housing Aid for Older People Scheme, once it becomes fully operational, may allow for expansion of the categories of works previously funded by the Council under the Essential Repairs Grant Scheme to include window repairs/ replacement and installation of central heating where such works are considered by the Council to be necessary and subject to the availability of increased funding and staff resources.The maximum grant provided for under the Scheme is €10,500.Further guidance regarding the operation and administration of the Housing Aid for Older People Scheme is awaited from the DOEH&LG.”
(C/0180/08)
MOTIONS NOT REACHED 


‘FAIR TRADE’ GOODS 



Councillor C. Keane  

That this Council discusses 'Fair Trade' goods, with the aid of a follow up report on my proposal when Chair of Environment SPC to have this Council purchase Fair Trade goods where possible for 'canteen' / offices etc. and to state what progress has been made.

 
€20 PLANNING OBJECTION FEE
Councillor E. Maloney  

That this Council urges the Minister of the Environment, Mr. John Gormley, T.D., to abolish the €20 planning objection fee, with immediate effect.


NUMBER OF BURNED OUT CARS

Councillor D. Keating  

That the Manager would present a report for discussion on the number of burned out cars reported and collected by the Council's contractors in the last six months, on an area by area basis, including details of the costs associated with this service?

 
LITTER BIN REPLACEMENT PROGRAMME

Councillor T. McDermott  

That the receptacles used in the future Litter Bin Replacement Programme be multi-compartment bins facilitating the separation of the different categories of material deposited. These would facilitate at least the same level of separation as is supported by the Council's own domestic collection service. At a minimum there would be a separate compartment for material similar to what is permissible in the Green bin, the Brown bin, Glass and everything else.  

This policy promotes a consistent message, encouraging the general public to adapt the behaviour being encouraged in schools and in the national Race Against Waste campaign. 

 
ICE RINK IN TALLAGHT

Councillor M. Corr  

That this Council supports the provision of an ice rink in Tallaght.


AREA FOR THE USE OF MOPEDS AND MINI-MOTORBIKES

Councillor R. Dowds  

That South Dublin County Council agrees to allocate an area for the use of mopeds and mini-motorbikes on condition that no insurance liability falls on the County Council.


HOUSING GRANTS

Councillor C. Keane  

That this Council discusses the new arrangement for housing grants for disabled/assisted appliances previously administered by the HSE but now transferred to local authority - to state what grants are administered; the amounts provided; etc.etc.

COMMERCIAL RATES ON CHILDCARE/CRECHE BUSINESSES

Councillor E. Tuffy  

That the Manager would, in so far as it is within the power of the Council as distinct to the Valuation Office,  review the position of the Council in regard to the levying of commercial rates on childcare/creche businesses, having regard to the need to support the provision of affordable childcare services to families, and if he will make a statement on the matter.


MANAGEMENT COMPANIES

Councillor D. Keating  

That the Manager would report in detail on the arrangements associated with Management Companies taking charge of estates and apartment developments as distinct from the local authority taking charge of estates or apartment developments. In such cases residents are facing increasing service fees by Management Companies.

The meeting concluded at 18:40.

Signed:____________________


Date:________________


Mayor

PAGE  
359

