COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL


MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Monday, May 12, 2008

HEADED ITEM NO. 5
Report on Meeting of the South Dublin County Joint Policing Committee – held on Friday 1st February, 2008 at 3.00 p.m. in Council Chamber, Tallaght.

 Attendance: Committee Members
	Cllr. R. Dowds
	Cllr. Jim Daly

	Cllr. Therese Ridge
	Cllr. Maria Corr

	Cllr. G. O’ Connell
	Cllr Cathal King

	Cllr. K. Warren
	Cllr. T. McDermott

	Cllr. J. Lahart
	Cllr. E. Walsh

	C. O’Connor T.D.
	Cllr. C. Keane

	A. Shatter T.D.
	P.  Rabbitte T.D.

	J.  Horan (County Manager)
	Chief Superintendent J. Manley

	F. Nevin (S.D.C.C.)
	Superintendent P. Clavin (representing Chief Superintendent J. Twomey

	J. Lawlor (Comm. Forum)
	

	
	


Also Present:
Pat Smith, Billy Coman, Elaine Leech. Anne Byrne, 
Superintendent E. Dolan.
Apologies:
Cllr. J. Neville, Michael McLoughlin,                 
Chief Superintendent J. Twomey
1. Meeting Report of the 30th November 2007 and Matters Arising
Chairperson, Cllr. Robert Dowds and the members present adopted the report of the meeting of 30th November 2007.
Cllr. Dowds & Cllr. Gus O’ Connell acknowledged the Gardai’s excellent work in relation to the recent drugs seizures in the County. 
2. Establishment of Sub-Committee on Drug and Alcohol Related Issues 
B. Coman gave a Presentation to the members outlining the organisations currently providing services in the County (Local Drugs Task Forces/ Support Services and the proposed composition of the new Sub-Committee.
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Following lengthy discussion it was agreed that a smaller Sub-Committee made up of JPC members would be formed initially, this Sub-Committee would liaise with the Drugs Task Forces and the other services operating in the County and report their findings back to the full JPC Committee.
The following were nominated to be members of the Sub-Committee:

Cllr. Eamon Walsh

Cllr. Gus O’ Connell

Cllr. Cathal King

Cllr. Cait Keane

Charlie O’ Connor T.D

Pat Rabbitte T.D

Jim Lawlor- Community Representative

B.Coman agreed to contact the above members immediately to arrange a date for the inaugural meeting of the Sub-Committee. The members agreed that the aims and objectives of the Sub- Committee be clearly defined.
3. Sale of Alcohol Bill
J. Manley- Chief Superintendent informed the Committee that the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform Brian Lenihan has established an Advisory Group to examine key aspects of the law governing the sale and consumption of alcohol. This Advisory Group, which includes Chief Superintendent John Twomey who is also a member of South Dublin County JPC, will report to the Minister by March 31, 2008.

The members agreed that a suitable task of the JPC Sub- Committee was to make a submission to the Advisory Group on behalf on South Dublin County Joint Policing Committee.

The following items were raised for consideration by the Sub-Committee:

· Appropriate age for alcohol consumption

· Increase in the sale of alcohol in filling stations and other retail outlets

· Home deliveries by off- licences to private households

· Special Offers on the sale of alcohol products in supermarkets
4. Estate Management 
F. Nevin ,Director of Housing ,SDCC made a Presentation (Appendix 1)  on how Inter- Agency working between the Gardai and the Council has led to a more focussed approach to estate management in local authority housing estates in South Dublin County.
Cllrs. C. King, M. Corr, E. Walsh, J. Daly and R. Dowds contributed to the discussion which followed this Presentation.
Anti- Social behaviour in Parks
The members then discussed the issue of anti – social behaviour in Parks and the enforcement of the Parks Bye Laws in particular those relating to the consumption and possession of alcohol in public places
The Gardai outlined the following alternatives:
· Confiscation of alcohol   

· Fines
· Bye Laws

· Juvenile  Diversion Schemes
· Junior and Adult Cautioning Scheme 

· The Public Order Act

· ASBO’s for Children and Adults 

5. Garda Report- Statistics on Drug Related Crime for 2007
Chief Superintendent J. Manley outlined to the committee the
Statistics in relation to Drug seizures during 2007 and the relevant increase / decrease compared with 2006.
	

	2006
	2007
	% increase / decrease

	DMR South Division
	793
	1181
	+49%

	Tallaght

	338
	564
	+67%

	Rathfarnham
	167
	263
	+57%

	Terenure   

	67
	70
	+4%

	Crumlin 

	55
	88
	+60%


Section 15 – Sale or Supply of Drugs January to December 2007

	

	2006
	2007
	% increase / decrease

	DMR South Division
	141
	245
	+49%

	Tallaght

	70
	146
	+108%

	Rathfarnham
	13
	17
	+31%

	Terenure   

	1
	8
	+700%

	Crumlin 

	15
	24
	+60%


Garda Siochana Act 2005 – Joint Policing Guidelines 17.6 

Report of Clondalkin Ballyfermot Rathcoole Lucan and Ronanstown Stations to the South Dublin County Joint Policing Committee on Friday 1st February 2008 – Supt Pat Clavin.

The following is compiled by way of general information, for the period under review, as per Regulation 17.6 in accordance with the headings specified in that regulation

Crime Statsitics Jan – Dec 2007 v Jan – Dec 2006

	
	2007
	2006
	Rate Diff
	Det 2007
	Det 2006

	Headline Crime
	3693
	3879
	-5%
	43%
	40%

	Non Headline
	18,781
	22,112
	-15%
	83%
	85%


The total reported Headline Crime figure is down by 5% and the detection rate is up by 3%.

The total reported Non Headline Crime figure is down by 15% and the detection rate is down by 2%.
	Station
	2007
	2006

	
	Committed
	Detected
	Det Rate
	Committed
	Detected
	Det Rate

	Clondalkin
	981
	369
	38%
	1068
	382
	36%

	Ballyfermot
	672
	276
	41%
	705
	281
	40%

	Rathcoole
	287
	91
	32%
	310
	86
	28%

	Lucan
	604
	250
	41%
	633
	188
	30%

	Ronanstown
	1149
	611
	53%
	1163
	617
	53%

	Totals
	3693
	1597
	43%
	3879
	1554
	40%


Headline Crime

	Station
	2007
	2006

	
	Committed
	Detected
	Det Rate
	Committed
	Detected
	Det Rate

	Clondalkin
	5287
	4322
	82%
	7061
	6154
	87%

	Ballyfermot
	3976
	3289
	83%
	4856
	4074
	84%

	Rathcoole
	731
	550
	75%
	1349
	1113
	83%

	Lucan
	5692
	5209
	92%
	5483
	4950
	90%

	Ronanstown
	3095
	2283
	74%
	3363
	2600
	77%

	Totals
	18,781
	15,653
	83%
	22,112
	18,891
	85%


Non Headline Crime

Strategies in place

· Operation Anvil – Patrols/ Checkpoints

· High Visibility Policing – Beats / Patrols

· Operation Encounter – To target anti-social behaviour, with extra Public Order Patrols at weekends.

· Operation Schilling – Targets Drug dealing in the area. 

· Operation Safe Passage – Combat damage to buses.

· Operation Goodnight- To combat public order offences in Ronanstown 

· Operation Ford- Targets thefts from MPV’s in Liffey Valley Shopping Centre

· Operation Monsoon – Targets drug dealing in the area. 

· Operation Landscape – Targets Drug dealing in the area. 

· Operation Field Day – Run by the Ballyfermot Drugs Unit to target gangs in large scale sale and supply of Heroin in the area.

There is a significant increase in the number of Searches being carried out on Premises with a warrant and under the Misuse of Drugs Act +89%.

There has been an increase in the number of vehicles being seized under Sec 41 RTA, up by 17%.  

Criminal Damage incidents are down by 10%.

Arrests for Public Order Incidents are up by 6%

93 Adult and 15 Juvenile ASBO notices have been issued.

Arrests for Drivers under the Influence have increased by 45%.  

A total of 35,054 incidents have been recorded on PULSE for Clondalkin/Ballyfermot/Rathcoole/Lucan/Ronanstown area for 2007. 

The main partnerships in Clondalkin/Ballyfermot/Rathcoole/Lucan/Ronanstown Sub Districts supporting Garda initiatives:

· Clondalkin Drugs Task Force

· Business Watch Scheme ( 1) in Clondalkin Village

· Garda Clinics (1), takes place in the Council Offices in Clondalkin village. 

· 3 Business watch Schemes in Rathcoole, (City West, Saggart and Newcastle-Lyons)

· Hospital Watch in Peamont Hospital

· RAPID promoting social inclusion in disadvantaged areas. 

· North Clondalkin Community Forum. Meeting held fortnightly to discuss local problems

· SDCC. Anti social units. Deals with individual and general anti social problems in North Clondalkin. 

· Local Drugs Task Force

· Business Watch Scheme ( 2) – Ballyfermot.

· Garda Clinics ( 1 ),  takes place in the Orchard Centre

· Hospital Watch Scheme in Cherry Orchard Hospital

There is 1 Sgt and 10 Gardai attached to the Community Police Unit in Clondalkin and 2 Gardai attached to the unit in Rathcoole. The unit in Clondalkin have 3 pedal cycles that are in regular use.  In Lucan there is 1 Sgt and 6 Gardai and 1 Sgt and 11 Gardai in Ronanstown. Ronanstown have 2 pedal cycles that are in regular use. There is 1 Sgt and 8 Gardai on the Community Police Unit in Ballyfermot. They have 2 pedal cycles that are in regular use.

CCTV cameras are currently being installed in 12 locations in the Clondalkin area, and will be in operation in the next month. These cameras will be monitored at Clondalkin station. The locations include Clondalkin Village, Bawnogue, Monastery Road, Ninth Lock Road, Woodford Shops, St Cuthbert’s and Greenpark.

There are CCTV cameras at 18 locations in the Ballyfermot, Palmerstown and Cherry Orchard areas being monitored at Ballyfermot Garda Station. A number of detections have been made as a result. These incidents include Dangerous Driving and Poss of Drugs. 

The Community Council in Rathcoole that the Gardai have regular contact with are looking into a CCTV option for Rathcoole village.

There is ongoing Garda involvement in the Clondalkin Safety Forum, meeting with Co Councillors, Dublin Bus, E.S.B and various elected representatives.

Gardai attend meetings and are in regular contact with the Clondalkin Travellers Development Committee. 

There was Garda involvement at meetings with the development committee for the new Community Centre in Knockmitten.

Inspector Frank Dunleavy is appointed as Ethnic Liaison Officer for the L and Inspector Pat O Sullivan in the Q District. Regular meetings take place with the various representatives of the Ethnic groups in the area.

It should be noted that in any reference to statistics, those statistics are provisional, operational, liable to change and some possibly re-classified with the introduction of Central Statistics Office reports.

Business Submitted
Question 1

Councillor Marie Corr, Labour Party, Tallaght South

What rationale has been used by the Garda authorities to conclude that an additional Garda station is not required in the Tallaght area? 

What is the current position with respect to the awarding of Divisional status to Tallaght?

What rationale has been used by the Garda authorities when advising the Dept of Justice on sufficient Garda resources for Tallaght?

Reply:

It is proposed to develop an upgraded Divisional status Garda station on the present site of Tallaght Garda Station.  This will include additional station facilities and office space.  
 

This station will then become the Divisional Headquarters for the DMR South Garda Division.
 

The office of public works is to provide a design lay out for proposed development to be ready by the end of 2007.  It is not known when this project will be finalised.
 

J. Manley Chief Superintendent 

 Question 2

Councillor Marie Corr, Labour Party, Tallaght South

“To ask the Garda authorities to report on the progress of the CCTV scheme as agreed by this committee at its inaugural meeting in October last – to also outline delays in terms of the paperwork submitted to date and if there is a system to fast-track this much needed facility for the West Tallaght and North Clondalkin RAPID areas by the Garda Commissioner once all relevant paperwork and information has been provided, so that the communities affected who have a reasonable expectation that the scheme will be in place within a short timeframe will not have to suffer any further delays?”

Reply

On 9th January 2008 the Garda Commissioner gave his approval for Community CCTV Schemes in 

1. Killinarden, Tallaght 

2. Brookfield & Fettercairn, Tallaght

This approval has been forwarded to the promoter.  The commissioner has requested a letter from South Dublin County Council specifically undertaking to act as data controller for the Jobstown Estate Scheme in Tallaght.  On receipt of this letter it is understood that approval will be forthcoming for the Jobstown Scheme.

John Manley

Chief Superintendent

The Joint Policing Committee was set up for South Dublin County following selection and approval by the Department of Justice and within the national guidelines as set by the Department. The Committee held its inaugural meeting in October 2007 and the Community C.C.T.V. Projects for North Clondalkin, Jobstown, Killinarden and Brookfield/Fettercairn areas were unanimously approved by the Committee.

It was not possible to proceed with the Community CCTV schemes until a Joint Policing Committee for South Dublin County was established and formally approved the Community CCTV schemes.  In the meantime every effort was made to progress all the projects both in Tallaght and Clondalkin through the tender stage and ready for installation once the formal approval was sought of the Joint Policing Committee and the Garda Commissioner. The County Council did not in any way delay the formation and holding of the inaugural meeting of the Joint Policing Committee and made hasty arrangements to ensure the earliest possible presentation of the Community CCTV schemes by the promoters to facilitate an informed decision of the Committee.

 South Dublin County Council notes that there is a deficit that has arisen on the Capital Costs due to the deregulation of ESB – energy supply. The Council has been endeavoring through discussions with the Commission for Energy Regulations (C.E.R) to overcome the need for these additional costs and will continue to pursue these investigations and discussions in an attempt to achieve a resolution.  It is noted these deficits are in the total sum of €139,150 for the Tallaght Schemes.

Should the discussions with the C.E.R. and ESB not achieve the required resolution and/or compromise within the required timeframe to allow installation and drawdown of the funding approved and should funding for the deficits not be available the Council will on an interim basis provide the deficit funding required as a temporary solution.  This can only be done on an interim basis from within its Capital Programme and by a temporary adjustment to that Programme and the Council will continue to seek recoupment of any capital deficit which has been paid or drawn down to the promoters of the schemes.

The Council will commit to funding of any deficits arising on the operational costs to the Groups in respect of year 1 in the first instance and note that the operational costings for year 2 to year 5 are less certain as our efforts are continuing to establish, as discussed with the promoters, a Central Monitoring Centre for the CCTV schemes. Monitoring is being undertaken by TEC Security in year 1 as agreed.  The establishment of a Central Monitoring Centre for the Schemes should have a significant bearing on future operational costs of all schemes.  It is noted that the detailed costings for operational costs for the Tallaght Schemes in year 1 indicate a sum in the region of €16,500 to €17,000.The Council has expressed its ongoing commitment and support to the schemes and will continue to work with the project promoters towards the development of effective and professional Community CCTV Schemes. These commitments have been relayed to the promoters.

B. Coman

South Dublin County Council

Question 3

Cllr. John Lahart, Fianna Fail, Terenure/Rathfarnham

To ask the Garda to timetable a typical working day and night in each of the Garda Stations in terms of:

i. Typical incidents and enquiries;

ii. Typical emergency situations that arise;

iii. Human resource issues that arise in terms of available man/womanpower;

iv. Predominant anti-social issues;

v. Predominant criminal activity;

vi. Conviction rate;

vii. And could the Garda include general details of human hours spent on incidents in terms of office hours and is there a general ratio of time to incident calculation.

Reply:

In reference to above please find attached document outlining the nature, amount and time frame for calls for assistance received by the Garda in Crumlin, Tallaght, Rathfarnham and Terenure Stations for the month of December 2008.  This is representative of the calls received by Garda in each of these stations on an ongoing basis.  As the figures show public order issues generally represent the majority of incidents that occur and are subsequently reported to the Gardai.

The amount of time spent dealing with any one issue will vary from one incident to another.  

Generally very serious crime incidents such as murders will require considerable human resources particularly during the first number of weeks i.e. a murder enquiry would be resourced by 30 / 40 Gardai in the first week or 10 days when the bulk of enquiries are carried out.  Such serious incidents often require the setting up of incidents rooms which are manned on a daily basis by experienced Garda.  The amount of time spend manning incident rooms will depend on the seriousness of the case.

When Gardai detect serious incidents they often are required to send a file to the Director of Public Prosecutions.  This necessitates the taking of statements from witnesses and other office work.  The amount of time spend will vary depending on the size of the investigation.   There is no general ration of time to incident evaluation. However, files are where possible completed during valley periods. 

There are a number of procedures in place whereby Gardai try to keep first time offenders out of the courts – i.e. 

Adult caution Scheme – This scheme aims to keep persons who have no previous convictions who are included in minor incidents; and who admit the offence out of the courts.

Juvenile Liaison Scheme - This scheme is administered to children and young persons who are involved in crime and have no court convictions.

In general when Gardai initiate prosecutions for most theft and larceny offences the culprit will appear in court 6 to 9 months later.  In more serious cases where a file has to be sent to the Director of Public Prosecutions it may be 12 months before an individual appears in court.

In murder cases where complex files have to be sent to the Director of Public Prosecutions it may be two years before an individual appears in court.  Once a person appears before the courts the date a prosecution is finalised is largely in the hands of the courts.

Specific conviction rates should be established from the Court Services.

John Manley

Chief Superintendent

Question 4

Pat Rabbitte T.D, Labour Party, Dublin South West Constituency

To ask the Garda Authorities to report on the provision of accommodation for Gardai at Tallaght, plans for the future in that regard and the length of time before new accommodation will be habitable." 

Reply:
It is proposed to develop an upgraded Divisional status Garda station on the present site of Tallaght Garda Station.  This will include additional station facilities and office space.  
 

This station will then become the Divisional Headquarters for the DMR South Garda Division.
 

The office of public works is to provide a design lay out for proposed development to be ready by the end of 2007.  It is not known when this project will be finalised.

 J. Manley Chief Superintendent
Question 5 
Pat Rabbitte T.D, Labour Party, Dublin South West Constituency

“That the Garda authorities be asked to report on the policing provision for West Tallaght; to describe the problems of policing the area; if it can be detailed in terms of Garda manpower allocated to the area; how many community Gardai covering which shifts are allocated to which areas; if Garda Diversion Programmes are engaged in locally; what is the assessment of the drugs problem in the area and how has that problem changed in recent years; if there are any plans to provide a local neighbourhood station in the area and if the Garda authorities will indicate how policing in the area might be improve”.

Reply:

Garda Manpower Allocated to the Area: 

West Tallaght consists of 4 parishes, namely, Killinarden, Fettercairn, Jobstown, and Brookfield/Fortunestown Parishes. All members attached to Tallaght Garda Station are proactive in policing West Tallaght. These members include the District Detective Unit, Drugs Unit, SRU, Regular Units and Community Policing Unit. Other patrols are carried out daily by the Crime Task Force, Anvil and Burglary Patrols, and Public Order Patrols. Public order, burglary, etc hotspots are nominated on a weekly basis and targeted accordingly. These patrols consist of mobile and foot patrols which are carried out in both uniform and plain clothes. In addition there are 6 mountain bicycles attached to Tallaght Garda Station which are used on a daily basis. These are utilised by members from Community Policing and the regular units. There are 3 Juvenile Liaison Officers allocated to West Tallaght, who work closely with all members in identifying children/families at risk, etc. 


Community Garda Numbers and Hours: 


There are 2 Sergeants and 22 Gardai assigned to Community Policing in Tallaght. There 
are 2 specific Gardai attached to each of the 4 parishes in West Tallaght. These members 
carry out their duties mainly on mountain bikes. These members liaise closely with the schools, businesses, Churches, Community Centres, and other community groups in the area. These members liaise closely with other members in the station and forward reports highlighting any concerns residents/groups in West Tallaght may have. These concerns are then tackled by all members. Community Gardai operate Garda Clinics in Fettercairn, Jobstown and Killinarden for 1 hour per week. These clinics are held in conjunction with the Anti Social Behaviour Unit in South Dublin County Council. 


Community Gardai work the following shifts: (l0am - 6pm) and (6pm — 2am). There are 2 units who work opposite each other, hence providing cover in each of the parishes on a regular basis. 


There are procedures in place to recruit 2 new members to the Community Policing Unit in Tallaght. 


Problems Encountered Policing the Area: 


The population of Tallaght has increased hugely in the last 6 years. There are a large number of ethnic minorities now residing in West Tallaght. They reside in private rented, council and support housing. Initiatives have been set up to liaise with ethnic groups in West Tallaght to increase liaison between An Garda Siochana and these groups. Links have been established with a number of ethnic groups. These links have been established through schools, residents associations, established ethnic community groups, etc. There is a lack of intelligence available in relation to some of these persons. There are sometimes language barriers encountered. Members of ethnic minority groups have been encouraged to report any racist incidents. 


A difficulty has been encountered establishing links with people originally from Eastern Europe; Lithuania, Poland, Russia, etc. These groups appear to be male dominated with few women and children here. They are harder to engage with. 


There appears to be an increase in the number of complaints in relation to anti-social behaviour in West Tallaght. There are concerns regarding the increased use of scramblers and mopeds in the green areas in West Tallaght by youths. This is widespread across the 4 parishes. Initiatives have been set up to combat same by utilising traffic motor bikes, an off-road and un-marked Garda motorcycle, mountain bikes and beat patrols. These initiatives have proved successful. However, whilst Gardai continuously seize these bikes, youths continue to replace them. It may be worth considering the establishment of a specific scrambler track in West Tallaght. This may discourage young people from the 
area from driving on public thoroughfares, and endangering and causing annoyance to others. 


Garda Youth Diversion Projects in the Area: 


There are 5 Garda Youth Diversion Projects in Tallaght, 4 of which are in West Tallaght: 


1. KEY Garda Youth Diversion Project, Killinarden; 
2. KEY Garda Youth Diversion Project, Fettercairn; 
3. JAY Garda Youth Diversion Project, Jobstown; 
4. Brookfield Garda Youth Diversion Project — Currently being established; 


These projects are co-ordinated by Tallaght Youth Service. The projects are targeting approximately 50 youths in each of the parishes between the ages of 14 and 18. The vast majority of these youths have come to Garda attention before. The Community Gardai and the JLO are on the referral committee for admitting youths to the GYDP. 


Drug Problems in West Tallaght and how it has changed in recent years: 


In line with other Districts in the country, Tallaght Drugs Unit have had an increase in seizures during 2007. These seizures included cannabis, cocaine, heroin, and crack cocaine. During 2007 563 seizures were made in Tallaght Sub-District for possession of Drugs for personal use. This represented an increase 66.5% on the 2006 figure of 338. Significantly in 2007 145 persons were apprehended for possession of Drugs for Sale and Supply in Tallaght Sub-District. This represents an increase of 107% on the 2006 figure of 70.

The total value of same came to approximately €6,257,718. Whilst these drugs were seized throughout the whole Sub District, a large quantity was seized in, or en route to, West Tallaght. Heroin, Cannabis and Cocaine are the most popular drugs in this area. 15 persons from West Tallaght were arrested during Operation Fossil in 2007. This was an Operation set up to capture street dealers. The Drug Unit work in unison with other members in the station in collating information, and carrying out searches under the Misuse of Drugs Act. 
The most prevalent change recently in relation to the Misuse of Drugs revolves around some ethnic minorities residing in Tallaght. Persons of ethnic origin are being arrested and charged with drugs offences. This is becoming more and more apparent. Efforts are being increased to cultivate information in relation to these individuals and their involvement in the sale and supply of controlled drugs.  There are currently procedures in place to recruit 2 new members to the Tallaght Drug Unit. 

Neighbourhood Station in the Area 


Regarding the provision of a Neighbourhood Station in West Tallaght, there arc no plans in the foreseeable future to have same established. The Garda Clinics are based in the local communities on a weekly basis. As stated previously there are 3 such clinics in Fettercairn, Jobstown, and Killinarden. A Garda Clinic was set up in the Old Brookfield Community Centre. This was on a trial basis with SDCC. Residents failed to utilise same and it has been cancelled until further notice. It is anticipated it will be set up again in the new Brookfield Community Centre once this is up and running. Consideration is also being given to setting up a Garda Clinic in the Drop-In Centre in Tallaght Village which is utilised by members of ethnic origin. 


How Policing in the West Tallaght might be improved: 


At present, Gardai at Tallaght liaise with a large number of outside agencies, including SDCC, the 2 Hospitals, the HSE, Home School Liaison Officers, Schools, Community Groups, Estate Management Groups, Dublin Bus, LUAS, etc. Inter-agency initiatives are being set up to assist in tackling anti social behaviour, drugs problems, youth crimes and other issues that affect the community. Representatives from West Tallaght are on the Dublin Bus Forum which meets on a monthly basis to discuss problems on Dublin bus. This forum is chaired by the Gardai. 


Community Gardai are proactive in linking in with the new residents in West Tallaght and have been endeavouring to set up Neighbourhood Watch Schemes in some of the areas. They have given talks to Focus Ireland residents who took up residence in Deerpark Estate. They have given talks to all new SDCC occupants in relation to their obligations regarding anti social behaviour. 


Policing in West Tallaght might be improved by; 


· Interagency initiatives need to be increased even further 

· Multi-agency approach to problems in communities


Tallaght CCTV Schemes 


In January 2008, 35 locations around Tallaght town centre have been identified for the location of a new CCTV scheme. This CCTV scheme will assist greatly in the prevention and detection of public disorder, theft and traffic offences in Tallaght village. These 
cameras will be monitored from a high-tech control room in Tallaght Garda Station. It is anticipated that this scheme will be operational in early 2008. A similar scheme in West Tallaght is anticipated in the future and will also assist greatly in the provision of a police service to residents of that area. 


John Manley

Chief Superintendent

Question 6
Alan Shatter, TD, Fine Gael, Dublin South Constituency

1.
That a report be furnished on the usage within the area administered by South Dublin County Council during 2007 of the provisions of the Criminal Justice Act 2006 relating to Anti- Social Behaviour orders by An Garda Siochana in respect of each Garda Station within this Council area as regards

a) Adults

b) Children

And more particularly that the following information be provided in respect of each

I. The number of written warnings issued demanding the specific anti-social behaviour cease

II. The number of children who have undertaken not to repeat anti social behaviour and have entered into a good behaviour contract at a meeting arranged with their parents present to consider their child’s conduct

III. The number of district court applications made seeking an ASBO and the number of such orders granted

2. That this Committee be furnished with the reported crime figures for the Rathfarnham, Ballyboden, Whitechurch and Knocklyon areas for the period the 1st January 2007 to the 31st December 2007 in respect of headline and non headline offences; the comparative rates for 2006 and the specific areas of crime covered and the detection rates for 2006 and 2007 be furnished with regard to the offences detailed 

Reply Question 1;

The following are the required figures on the provisions in the criminal Justice Act 2006 relating to Anti-Social Behaviour Orders by An Garda Siochana in respect of Tallaght, Rathfarnham, Crumlin and Terenure Stations for 2007.

(i) The number of written warnings issued demanding that specified anti-social behaviour cease:

Tallaght Garda Station

(a) Adults

33

(b) Children

23

Rathfarnham Garda Station

(a) Adults

2

(b) Children

7

Crumlin Garda Station

(a) Adults

2

(b) Children

0

Terenure Garda Station

(a) Adults

1


(b) Children

0

(ii) The number of children who have undertaken not to repeat anti-social behaviour and have entered into a “good behaviour contract” at a meeting arranged with their parents present to consider the child’s conduct:

Tallaght Garda Station

(a) Adults

n/a


(b) Children

0


Rathfarnham Garda Station

(a) Adults

n/a

 (b) Children

0

Crumlin Garda Station

(a) Adults

n/a

(b) Children

0

Terenure Garda Station

(a) Adults

n/a

(b) Children

0

(iii) The number of District Court application made seeking an ASBO and the number of such orders granted:

Tallaght Garda Station

(a) Adults

0


(b) Children

0


Rathfarnham Garda Station

(a) Adults

0

(b) Children

0

Crumlin Garda Station

(a) Adults

0

(b) Children

0

Terenure Garda Station

(a) Adults

0

(b) Children

0

*It should be noted that the anti-social behaviour legislation for children came into    operation on 1st March 2007.

.

Reply Question 2:

The Rathfarnham, Ballyboden, Whitechurch and Knocklyon areas are all policed from Rathfarnham Garda station.

In 2007 there were 1,053 incidents of headline crime recorded in Rathfarnham Garda Sub-District.  This represents an increase of 1% on the 2006 figures.

The detection rate for headline crime was 23%.

During 2007 there were 2915 non-headline crime incidents recorded.  This represents a decrease of 5% on the figure for 2006.  

The detection rate for non-headline crime was 70%.

The main Headline offences include Assault, Theft, Burglary, Robbery and drugs.

I outline hereunder the crime figures for specific headline crimes for 2006 and 2007 and the relevant detection rates. 
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John Manley

Chief Superintendent

Meeting Dates for 2008 

The following dates were proposed by the secretariat to the JPC and agreed by the members. 
· Friday 1st February 2008 @ 3pm

· Friday 11th April 2008 @ 3pm

· Friday 20th June 2008 @ 3pm

· Friday 12th September 2008 @ 3pm

· Friday 21st November 2008 @ 3pm

Any other Business

Cllr Walsh asked the Gardai to outline what identification people should be looking out for from people who are calling to your home or collecting money in public places for charities. 

Superintendent E. Dolan stated that individuals must have identification and a permit from the Chief Superintendent 

Deputy Alan Shatter requested that the press should be circulated with a copy of the Agenda for the Joint Policing Committees in advance and encouraged to attend these very informative meetings.
Next meeting set for:

· Friday  11th April 2008 at 3.00 p.m. in County Hall, Tallaght
Signed: 
_____________________________ 

(Chairperson)

Date: 
 ______________________________

Appendix 1
ESTATE MANAGEMENT
INTER –AGENCY WORKING
From anti to pro social behaviour - Case Management Approach
· Creating a cohesive approach across agencies

· In high incident areas working on enforcement across all disciplines within the Council

· Reporting Structure to enable a better picture to be visible

· Assessment of suitability for successful engagement in Family Support Initiatives
Current Practice
· Weekly attendance by Community Garda at Housing Clinics throughout the county (7)

· Monthly liaison group meetings attended by the Community Garda (3)

· Monthly Meeting with Tallaght Drug Squad 

· Quarterly meeting with Garda Inspectors & HSE

PHYSICAL BUILD ENVIRONMENT
· Identification of vulnerable anti social spots

· Garda liaison with Estate Officer in relation to erection of CCTV cameras

· Input by Garda Crime Prevention Unit into Design of New Estates
EDUCATION & TRAINING
· Community Garda attendance at Pre-Tenancy training courses (33 courses 2007) 

· Organisation of community events in partnership with the Estate Officers

COMMUNICATION PROTOCOL
· Garda checks – Pursuant to Sections 14 & 15 of Housing Miscellaneous Provisions Act 1997

· Attend Estate Management events
Garda Presence at Community Events/award ceremonies
LEGAL
· Support SDCC in dealing with anti-social behaviour from complaint through to court system 

· Helping with service of Notice to Quit pursuant to S 62 of the Housing Act l966 from complaint through demand for possession

· Garda representation in court
Participation in Consultation forum with Junior/ Senior Counsel and SDCC Law Dept.


OTHER
· Enforcement Projects (inter-departmental /inter-agency focussed approach to Estate Management 


COMMUNITY CONCERNS 
· Need to define legal responsibilities of Gardaí/SDCC for law enforcement in Council housing estates

· Improved response times from Gardaí required to effectively deal with Public Order/Criminal activity in Council housing estates

· Develop protocol for input by Garda Crime Prevention Officer into designing out anti-social blackspots in new housing estates

Completed Schemes
Balgaddy A

Best Housing Project 

Special Award Winner – Irish Architecture Awards 2004
WAY FORWARD -
· Develop protocol for formal exchange of information in relation to activities in Council estates.

· Develop protocol for exchange of copies of Court Orders e.g. Excluding  Orders, Barring Orders, ASBO’s, etc

· Develop safety protocols
WAY FORWARD – 
Traffic

· Develop protocol for reporting incidents of joyriding/illegal parking/burnt-out cars to SDCC

Public Order

· Develop protocol for breach of bye-laws in relation to drinking in public places

Ethnic & Cultural Diversity

· Develop protocol for reporting incidents of racism attacks
WAY FORWARD
· Community Engagement

· Greater Presence in the Community

· Better Community Response
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