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                     COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
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MEETING OF JOINT POLICING COMMITTEE
11th April 2008
County Manager’s Report
The problem of graffiti pollution in South Dublin County has placed a considerable demand on the Council’s cleansing resources in recent years. A sum in the region of €300,000 is expended annually in the removal of graffiti alone.
The Council put in place a new arrangement this year where the existing 29 Cleansing Staff were expanded to a crew of 41 and the 5 person graffti crew are now also joining this group.  This will enable faster and more focussed responses in areas of the county.
In responding to the demands for the eradication of graffiti, the Council provides the following services; 

· Since May 2006 a graffiti removal crew has been employed on a pilot basis. This crew has to date carried out much useful work around the County and are constantly dealing with a lengthy list of areas requiring attention. Treated areas are often graffitied several times over. Priority is given where possible to offensive and personal type graffiti and also personal graffiti relating to members of the Gardai. 
· A Specialist Contractor is engaged to carry out graffiti removal on difficult areas such as motorway bridges, monuments, difficult surfaces etc.
· The Council’s Litter Warden provides assistance to residents associations to undertake local cleaning/painting over graffiti. Paint is supplied free of charge to residents associations whose members are prepared to paint over graffiti at appropriate locations. 

· The Litter Warden will also enforce the Litter Pollution Act 1997 where it is possible to identify offenders. However there is a difficulty in this regard as most of the offences are committed at night.
· The Council also liaises with the Gardai as necessary and the Gardai have had  success in identifying offenders in some areas. Offenders are usually dealt with under the Garda Juvenile Liaison Scheme..
· The Council’s Estate Management Team work with residents on the removal of graffiti within their estates.
The removal of graffiti from private property is a matter for the owners of such property. The Council’s Litter Warden regularly visits property owners and advises them of their responsibilities in this regard. The Council also liaises with other public bodies requesting that they remove graffiti from their properties. 

The following are the numbers of areas which have been treated by the graffiti crew since May 2006.In many cases the treated areas include substantial distances of coverage.
Council Area Committee

Terenure Rathfarnham   108

Tallaght                         77 

Lucan Clondalkin           120

Total                            305  
Additional Measures
Through its Environmental Awareness Programme the Council actively encourages schools to participate in the Green Schools Programme which is co- ordinated by An Taisce. As part of this promotion the Litter Warden visits schools in the County to inform students of the negative impact of litter and graffiti on their local community.
The Beautiful South Competition is an annual event organised by the Council where emphasis is placed in the judging criteria, on the absence of litter and graffiti in local areas. Prizes are awarded to the best kept areas.
Each year the Council encourages the public to engage in ECO Week which promotes general environmental awareness. Demonstrations and promotions are held at a number of locations throughout the County.
