Joint Policing Committee South Dublin County Council

Sub-Group on Drugs and Alcohol Issues

Sale of Alcohol Bill Submission

Following a general debate at a meeting held on 11th February 2008 

the sub-committee agreed that the issues hereunder be highlighted as of particular concern and submitted as proposals for consideration and action.

· Having regard to the consideration that drinking amongst young people will not be eliminated entirely that learning be gained from the elimination of the 10 packs of cigarettes and the reports of resultant increase in cigarette consumption that alcohol be made available in smaller units.

· That stricter control and enforcement of the licensing laws be applied to sale of alcohol at petrol stations.
· That strict enforcement be applied to venues where young people (16 – 18) are manning tills.

· That the term off-licenses be redefined – that segregation of trade within shops and petrol stations and other outlets be defined and enforced – that appropriate training of staff in the sale of alcohol be approved by the Gardai and be mandatory – only stand alone off-licenses be allowed sale of alcohol and no outlets such as petrol stations or home convenience shops
· That under-cover surveillance/test purchasing is applied vigorously to ensure stricter enforcement of laws and regulations in the sale of alcohol and some element of traceability be considered particularly in the area of home deliveries and taxis and other delivery agents involved in such practice

· Revocation of licenses for breach of regulation and laws governing sale of alcohol – site notices be a requirement indicating application for license renewal

· Mandatory ID cards be introduced for ages 12 to 18 years of age – consider also the possibility of having such cards as swipe versions with magnetic strip which can store information on purchases and use

· Provision of recordable CCTV inside and outside all off-licenses and other outlets involved in the sale of alcohol – this may be a condition of planning for new premises and by regulation on renewal of license for existing premises

· That an empowered Body be put in place to ensure Implementation of the recommendations of Task Forces reports on sale of alcohol – 12 Reports and 8 committees to date.  
· Recognition of alcohol as a drug of dependency

