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	 COMHAIRLE CONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS


	SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL


MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE 

(Dealing with Environment, Housing, Community, and Parks)
HELD ON 18th February, 2008
PRESENT

	Councillors
	Councillors

	Corr M.
	King C.

	Daly J.
	Maloney E.

	Daly M.
	Murphy M.

	Hannon J.
	Neville J.

	Jones C
	Warren K.


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor M. Corr presided.

OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Director of Community Services
	P. Smith

	Senior Executive Officers
	B. Coman, J. Quinlivan, H. Hogan 

	Senior Executive Librarians
	B. Cribbin, M. Donohoe

	Senior  Engineer
	L. Magee

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	B. Sheehan

	Administrative Officers
	Patricia Doherty, Brian Martin

	Senior Staff Officer
	J. Kelly

	Assistant Staff Officer
	E. Conlon


T/084/08
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 21st January, 2008 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.  

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Tallaght Area Committee held on 21st January, 2008 be ADOPTED and APPROVED".

ENVIRONMENT  BUSINESS

T/085/08
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 1 - 7, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/086/08
THE RAPID AREAS OF TALLAGHT THAT SUFFER PERSISTENT GRAFITTI
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

“To ask the Manager to commit to providing a review and rapid response mechanism to the locations within the RAPID areas of Tallaght that suffer persistent and ongoing grafitti - this is to include properties that may be privately owned but rented and severely neglected by landlords, to provide communities with a resource such as a freephone voicemail or text number to assist the council by notifying of problem areas?”
REPLY:
The Environmental Services Dept. is currently examining the need to provide a prompt response to graffiti vandalism in the Tallaght area which is likely to be directed at the town centre area in the first instance. Arrangements to ensure that graffiti continues to be tackled on an ongoing basis will be augmented by the establishment of the expanded Cleansing Section and the integration of the existing Graffiti Removal Team into this section.

The Council does not provide a graffiti removal service to privately owned premises, but rather intends to continue to deal with this issue through enforcement of the Litter Pollution Act 1997, where engagement with owners/occupiers and provision of materials to remove graffiti does not result in a satisfactory outcome.  Consultation between the various interested departments within the Council on this matter will continue to ensure that derelict sites do not remain untreated.  

There is a current freephone service available for litter complaints that will be examined with a view to incorporating graffiti complaints into.  The Customer Care Counter is the organisation wide method for receipt of SMS and e-mail contact from customers for all of the services provided by the Council.   
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T/087/08
THE OXIGEN COLLECTION FOR DALETREE CRESCENT
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

“To ask the Manager to review the Oxigen collection for Daletree Crescent, the collection is currently being carried out in the evening time which is inconvenient to residents in this area and to arrange to have the green space outside *details supplied to be reinstated after its destruction by the Oxigen freighter on the 22nd of January last - this area has been left in a terrible state despite calls by residents to Oxigen who do not appear to have responsibility in relation to this?”
REPLY:
The resbonsibility for re-instating the area concerned will be discussed with Oxigen's representatives at a scheduled meeting next week but an undertaking has already been received from the company that such an incident will not occur again.  Additionally, the question of re-arranging the collection time for the Daletree Crescent has been raised with the Driver Manager and will also be discussed but it should be noted that the collection requirements of the County are such that the times must necessarily be staggered throughout the working day.
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T/088/08
THE HANDCART SERVICE IN THE KILTALOWN/JOBSTOWN VILLAGE CORE
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

“To ask the Manager to report on the success or otherwise of the handcart service provided in the Kiltalown/Jobstown Village core - indicating by map the area the service covers and stating the frequency of the service?”
REPLY:
Kiltalown and Cloonmore Estates are cleaned as part of this service provided by the Jobstown handcart man.  This involves the cleaning a core area of Fortunestown Road and  Kiltalown on a daily basis (as outlined in red on the attached map).  The remainder of the roads within these two estates are then cleaned on a weekly basis.   The service is augmented by deploying a clean up crew to work along with the handcart man as required.

See: http://intranet/cmas/documents/165790_Map.doc
Bottom of Form

T/089/08
THE REMOVAL OF GRAFFITI FROM ALL LITTER BINS
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

“To ask the Manager to arrange without delay the removal of graffiti from all litter bins in the Jobstown, Brookfield, Fettercairn and Killinarden areas of Tallaght?”
REPLY:
Cleansing Section staff have been requested to remove graffiti from the litter bins in the areas mentioned.  It is expected that this work will be carried out within the next month.

This is one of a number of issues currently being examined by the Cleansing Section monitoring committee, as it is intended that this type of litter bin maintenance work will become a regular part of the section's duties.
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T/090/08
DEADLINES FOR ADDITIONAL LITTER BINS 
QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon

“To ask the Manager to confirm when the long awaited additional litter bins will be erected (at various location in Tallaght as mentioned in previous correspondence with the Environment Department), as previous deadlines have not been met?”
REPLY:
Litter Bins previously committed are being installed at present.
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T/091/08
JUNK COLLECTION IN THE SUMMERFIELD AREA OF OLDBAWN 
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

" To ask the Manager to confirm the last time the Summerfield area of Oldbawn received a junk collection, the criteria for the dates of such junk collections and when Summerfield is next due a junk collection?." 

REPLY:
This area last received a junk collection in November 2005.  Collections are provided on a five year roster (with the exception of RAPID areas which are collected every second year), which means that Summerfield is next due to receive this service in 2010.
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T/092/08
CLEANING SCHEDULE FOR THE HOMELAWN AREA
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

" To ask the Manager to outline the cleaning schedule for the Homelawn area and in view of the recent review of the Cleansing Unit, if there are any proposals to increase the frequency of the schedule?." 

REPLY:
Homelawn is currently cleaned on a quarterly basis by the road sweeping contractor.  It was last cleaned during the week of November 19th, 2007.  It is next due to be cleaned on the road sweeping schedule during the week commencing February 25th and again during the week commencing May 26th.  The increased level of staff resources now available in the Cleansing section itself will facilitate management of that section in deploying increased numbers of cleansing crews to a greater number of sites and a wider variety of tasks each day.  This will result in all areas of the County receiving an improved and more frequent cleansing service in the future.
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T/093/08
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/094/08
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/095/08
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/096/08
APPLICATIONS FOR FIRE ROAD LICENCES IN THE DUBLIN MOUNTAIN AREA
The following motion in the name of Councillor M. Daly was NOT MOVED:
“That this Committee recommends a freeze on all applications for fire road licences in the Dublin mountain area under the control of this county pending a review of operation of this by the environment, planning and forestry services to prevent the abuse of this by scurrilous developers who are using this facility for waste disposal.”
T/097/08
ADOPTION OF A 'NAME AND SHAME' POLICY FOR LITTER OFFENDERS
It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren, seconded by Councillor M. Corr: 

“That this committee supports the adoption of a 'Name and Shame' policy for litter offenders in light of the recent report from 'An Taisce' which quoted Tallaght as been the one of the highest litter black spots in the Country and the matter be discussed”
The following report which had been circulated was READ:

“The Council introduced a "Name and Shame Policy" last year.

The first list of offences which were committed in the South Dublin County administrative area during the six month period ending 30th June 2007 were published in September of last year.  This list consisted of the names and addresses of persons who were successfully prosecuted, receiving fines of up to €3,000 each in addition to costs of up to €450 being awarded to the Council.  The notice also provided information on the total number of "on-the-spot" litter fines issued during the same period. 

A similar list in respect of the six month period ending 31st December 2007 is about to be published.  This practice will continue to be carried out to supplement other measures aimed at changing behaviours and attitudes towards litter management.”
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Following a discussion to which Councillors K. Warren, J. Hannon, J. Daly, M. Corr, and C. King contributed, Mr. J. Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised. The report was NOTED. 

T/098/08
PROBLEM OF WASTE COLLECTION AT 442-449 CUSHLAWN PARK
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

“That this Committee calls on the Manager to arrange for a satisfactory solution to the problem of waste collection at 442-449 Cushlawn Park which has originated from the Council's housing infill scheme at this location.”
The following report which had been circulated was READ:

“A problem was caused over a number of weeks by a resident in this area blocking access for the bin freighter due to the manner in which he parked his vehicle.  The Refuse Collection section notified other residents of the problem and wrote to the resident concerned, asking that the problem be addressed.  Consequently, the collection was completed successfully on Friday, February 8th, and it is anticipated that there will be no further problems of this nature with future collections in this area.”
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Following a contribution from Councillor C. King, Mr. L. Magee, Senior Engineer, responded to queries raised. The report was NOTED. 

T/099/08
THE GREEN BIN SERVICE IN JOBSTOWN AND BROOKFIELD
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

“That the manager give an update on the provision of green bin services in the Tallaght area and outline the areas still lacking service.”
The following report which had been circulated was READ:

“At a recent meeting with Oxigen Ltd. (the contractor responsible for the green bin service), the Environmental Services Department were advised that the fortnightly green bin service had been rolled out to all households in the County previously in receipt of a monthly collection from Oxigen, with the exception of a limited number of households that are predominantly located in rural areas of the County.  The contractor had committed these households either being in receipt of the additional collection or being notified of the proposed commencement date for additional collections by the end of January.  Confirmation that this is the case is awaited. 

Additionally, the green bin service has been expanded to include plastic bottles, e.g. soft drinks, milk, shampoo, detergents etc.”
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Following a discussion to which Councillors C. Jones and M. Corr contributed Mr. L. Magee, Senior Engineer, and Mr. John Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised. The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that queries regarding unsatisfied customers be forwarded to the Manager for further investigation. 

HOUSING  BUSINESS

T/100/08
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 8 - 12, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/101/08
REDEVELOPMENT OF ST AIDAN'S HALTING SITE
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

“To ask the Manager to indicate the timeframe for the redevelopment of St Aidan's Halting site - to outline what works will be carried out and what supports will be put in place to ensure the sustainability of the site going forward?”
REPLY:
The St. Aidens Residential Caravan Park, at Brookfield was redeveloped in 1999, and in May 2006, five group houses were completed and occupied as part of the further upgrading of this site.  The Council are currently carrying out works on the community centre which was damaged recently by fire; the community centre is managed by Tallaght Youth Services on behalf of the Council.

With the provision of over 70% of the Traveller Accommodation Programme to date, there are few, if any, families presently in South Dublin Countys administrative area living in unfit conditions. The Traveller Accommodation Unit is currently reviewing the Traveller Accommodation Programme and as part of this review, it is intended to consult with the existing residents of the site in respect of a requirement of providing further group houses on this site. With the development of the Outer Ring Road completed, the Traveller Accommodation Unit have contacted the Architects Department to request draft plans for the further refurbishment or redevelopment of St Aidens, both in terms of its existing footprint and any available useable land. 

It is acknowledged that there have been issues in relation to dumping and burning in the environs of the site, in the recent past. All of the residents have been warned that this is unacceptable and that action will be taken against anyone found dumping on the site. Efforts are being made to address the provision of a standard refuse collection service to the site, and with the use of C.C.T.V. evidence against anyone causing these elements of anti-social behaviour, it is expected that this will resolve those issues. 
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 T/102/08
BOUNDARY TREATMENT OF THE MCULLIAM ESTATE
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

“To ask the Manager to arrange for without delay a plan to create adequate boundary treatment of the McUlliam Estate with a view to protecting the children of the estate from the extremely busy road - Fortunestown Lane that runs along the estate, currently local children are severely at risk of being knocked down as they can run straight out on to the road which is a very short distance from the dwellings at the front of the estate?”
REPLY:
The houses facing onto Fortunestown Lane have individual front gardens and are then separated from the road by a footpath, access road and landscaped strip.  Traffic on the road will be greatly mitigated by the upcoming opening of the Outer Ring Road connection.  The possibility of boundary treatment as requested will be examined in the context of the construction of Fortunestown B Phases 3 and 5, recently tendered.

T/103/08
REPORT PROFILING THE TRANSFER LIST TENANTS IN TALLAGHT
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

“To ask the Manager to prepare a report profiling the transfer list tenants in Tallaght indicating the numbers, family profile, location and reasons given by tenants for wanting to transfer?”
REPLY:
There are 412 applicants resident the Tallaght Housing area pursuing transfers to alternative accommodation throughout the County.  Of the 4l2 applicants, 82 applications are being pursued on medical grounds, l85 on grounds of over-crowding of downsizing and l45 on grounds of anti-social behaviour.  The following table summarises the  family profile and location to which transfer is sought (location is based on first preference):-

Family Profile          Total      Tallaght Central        Clondalkin        Lucan        Rathfarnham       Tallaght South
1-2 Adults                 76              46                   


       2                  3                        25

1 Adult  1 Child          67              28                          4                                      2                       33

1 Adult  2 Children     80              30                          3                  2                  3                       42

1 Adult 3 Children      43              18                          2                  3                  2                       18

1 Adult 3 + Children   44              15                          3                  3                  1                       22

2 Adults 1 Child         15                4                                              1                                          10

2 Adults 2 Children    31               14                                                                 1                       16

2 Adults 3 Children    22               12                         1                                      2                          7

2 Adults 3 + Children 24                 8                         1                  3                  1                        11

Other                       10                 6                                                                                            4  

South Dublin County Council continues to actively promote its Mutual Transfer Register to facilitate transfer applicants in identifying alternative accommodation more suitable to their housing needs, in their preferred housing location, throughout the County.
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T/104/08
THE ALLOCATION OF THE VOLUNTARY HOMES IN THE MCULLUIM ESTATE 
QUESTION: Councillor C. King

“To ask the Manager to report in detail the reasons for the significant delay in the allocation of the Voluntary homes in the McUlluim Estate in Fortunestown, understanding clearly that Housing Allocations are not responsible for the delay?”
REPLY:
The Council was requested by Oaklee Housing Trust Limited to arrange for additional works not provided for in the original construction contract to be carried out in order to increase the security of the voluntary units and improve the access for residents.  These works were undertaken as a variation to the contract by the builder after the units were constructed and the works were completed shortly before Christmas 2007.

The layout of the voluntary units in relation to the part of the development which will remain in Council ownership has proved somewhat problematic from a legal viewpoint insofar as it impacts on the legal transfer of the units to Oaklee.  The Council is endeavouring to resolve these difficulties as quickly as possible and did offer to provide for the use of the units by Oaklee under a Licence Agreement pending resolution of the matter but this proposal was not acceptable to Oaklee.  A meeting has been requested with Oaklee to identify a method of resolution.

The Council is aware that some prospective tenants were advised by Oaklee of likely dates when they could take up residence in their allocated dwellings.  This information had not been provided to Oaklee by the Council and the Council has asked Oaklee to desist from providing such information until such time as the Council is in a position to finalise the legal transfer of the units to Oaklee.
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T/105/08
REPAIR OF THE WALL AT *DETAILS SUPPLIED
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

“To ask the Manager to have arranged the repair of the wall at *details supplied, which was recently damaged by a stolen vehicle?”
REPLY:
The Housing Estate Management Section is aware of the damaged wall at the location identified. A contractor has been appointed to undertake re-instatement works.  It is envisaged this work will be completed within the next few weeks.  
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 T/106/08
REPORT ON HOUSING CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME

The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Report on Housing Construction Programme
The up-to-date position of the Housing Construction Programme is set out in detail below:-
Completions 2004
Cushlawn (Phase 1) - 28

Tymon Park - 2

Bolbrook - 11

Kilcarrig (Phase 2) - 8

Russell Square - 5

Marlfield (Part V) - 26

Total 80
Completions 2005
Marlfield (Part V) - 1

Russell Square - 110

Bawnlea - 7

Jobstown Village Core - 11

Cushlawn (Phase 2) - 31

Daletree(Part V) - 8

Fettercairn Village -22

Total - 190
Completions 2006 
Fettercairn Village - 19

Deerpark Joint Venture - 11

Fortunestown B (Phase 2) - 38

Fortunestown B (Phase 4) - 120

Daletree (Part V) - 24

Total - 320
Completions 2007 
Fortunestown B (Phase 2) - 28

Daletree (Part V) - 3

Brookfield - 16

Castlepark - 9

Deerpark (Part V) - 36  

Total - 92
Schemes in progress - anticipated completion date
Fortunestown B (Phase 1 - 110 units) - In phases from March 2008 

Avonbeg (Phase 3 - 47 units) - 14 units handed over 5th December 2007, 3 units in Feb 2008, balance by end April 2008

Cushlawn (Phase 3 - 22 units) - End of April 2008

Greenhills Road (Part V - 9 units) - 1st Qtr 2008

Kilcarrig (Phase 3 - 80 units) - January 2009

Kiltalown Green (27 units) - January 2009

Ardmore (Part V - 2 units) - 2nd Qtr 2008

Total - 297 units
Tender Assessment
Avonbeg (Phase 4 - 7 units) - Anticipated start date 2nd Qtr 2008

Fettercairn (Phase 2 - 33 units) - Anticipated start date 1st Qtr 2008

Comments
Fortunestown B (Phase 3 & 5 - 160 units) - tender being assessed

Castletymon (32 units) - tenders approval awaited from DOEHLG

Rossfield Old Shop Site (9 units) - Target tender 1s Qtr 2008

Knockmore (96 units) - Target tender 2nd Qtr 2008

Stocking Lane (100 units) - Target tender date 2nd Qtr 2008

Deerpark (8 units) - cost plan approved by DOE, tender documents being prepared, target tender date 3rd Qtr 2008

Total - 445
Concept/Design Stage
Suncroft (10 units) - possible affordable option - concept to ACM on 19th Nov 07

Swiftbrook (11 units) - concept to ACM 8th Dec 2004

Total - 21
Other potential sites are also being examined.” 
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Mr H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, summarised the report.

The report was NOTED.
T/107/08
REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PROGRAMME

The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED.

“The following is the current position on developments at various stages of delivery throughout the Tallaght Area of the County.

	Scheme
	Type and No. of Units
	Status
	Comments

	Daletree Place 
	10 Group Houses
	Completed & Occupied
	Residents moved into houses in August 2005.

	Belgard Park 
	10 bay RCP
	Completed & Occupied
	Residents moved into houses in August 2005.

	St. Aidan’s Close Brookfield
	5 Group Houses 
	Completed & Occupied
	Families moved in to houses on 3rd May 2006.  

	Hazel Hill, Killinardin
	Group Houses – 5 R.C.P. – 5 Bays
	Completed & Occupied
	Residents moved into scheme in December 2006.

	Fortunestown
	10 Group Houses – 
	Completed & Occupied
	Residents moved into scheme in  Dec. 2006.  

	Stocking Lane
	10-bay RCP
	Pre-construction
	Works commenced delivery expected May 2009

	Rathcoole
	10 GH
	Pre-part 8
	Design for revised Part 8 process for group housing to be prepared. Discussions with future residents being held

	Turnpike
	3 GH
	Pre-part 8
	Consultations held with residents = pre part 8 drawings being prepared

	Belgard Road
	10 units
	 
	Awaiting outcome of ITT plan
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Mr H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, summarised the report.

Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King, J. Hannon and J. Daly contributed Mr H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised. The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a report outlining various options available would issue to next months meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Housing Business.
T/108/08
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/109/08
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/110/08
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/111/08
THE INFILL DEVELOPMENT KNOWN AS CUSHLAWN PHASE 3
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

“That this Committee calls on the Manager, to discuss the infill development known as Cushlawn phase 3, with a view to the eradication of the newly created areas of concern to residents which are likely to become anti-social areas.”
The following report which had been circulated was READ:

“The infill housing scheme for the construction of 22 housing units at Cushlawn Phase 3 is now nearing completion. The Council's Estate Management Section facilitated extensive discussions with local residents during the public consultation process. This resulted in the scale of the project being reduced from an initial proposal for 37 dwellings. The proposal was developed in the first instance by the Council in response to issues raised related to anti-social behaviour in the area including areas where cars were dumped and burned and where, because the area was not overlooked or casually supervised, crowds of younger persons gathered. Particular attention was paid in the design of the scheme where all exposed and unsupervised gables have been overlooked and protected.”  
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Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King, M. Corr, J. Daly, and C. Jones contributed Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised. The report was NOTED.

T/112/08
ERECTION OF GATES AT ALL INFILL UNITS AT CUSHLAWN DRIVE
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

“That this Committee calls on the Manager to arrange for a draft plan to be published in consultation with members in relation to illegal encampments in the Tallaght area with a view to the securing of such areas from encroachment.”
The following report which had been circulated was READ:

“The Traveller Accommodation Unit is aware of a number of areas in the county which attract illegal encampments.   Resources available to the Traveller Accommodation Unit will be used in conjunction with the NRA and other departments within the Council (Roads, Parks, Environment) to put such a programme together to prevent incursions into areas that are normally attractive to illegals to park their caravans. 

At present there is only a small number of travellers who are parked on the roadside, and it would be uneconomical and impractical to put anti-encroachment measures in place in every open space in the county.  However if the members of the Committee have specific locations in mind for protection they will be examined in light of the resources available.”
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Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King, M. Corr, J. Daly, K. Warren and J. Hannon contributed Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised. The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a report would issue to the April meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Housing business.

COMMUNITY  BUSINESS

T/113/08
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 13 - 16, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/114/08
THE NABCO OWNED "COMMUNITY CENTRE" ON DONOMORE PARK
QUESTION: Councillor C. King

“To ask the Manager, to update the Committee on progress in terms of the change of use of the NABCO owned "Community Centre" on Donomore Park which was the subject of a motion previously and can the Manager make a statement on the matter?”
REPLY:
At the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held in January, the following report was submitted in response to the Motion on the NABCO Facility at Donomore Park:

“The Community Services Department’s Community Field Staff assist the Management Committees of Community Facilities to address difficulties/concerns that they may have.  NABCO Housing Association has not been in contact with the Community Department.  However the Community Team will meet with NABCO at their request to discuss any difficulties they may have with the management of the facility in Donomore Park, Killinarden”.

Following the above a member of the Community Services Department Field Staff met with representatives of NABCO who stated that they intended to apply for change of use, of the facility from Community type facility to housing units.

It was impressed upon them the need for immediate action.

The Community team will continue to encourage an early application to the Council and members will be kept informed of progress in this matter.
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T/115/08
REPLACEMENT OF FOOTBALL PITCHES FOR BELGARD ATHLETIC FOOTBALL CLUB   
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

" To ask the Manager to outline what proposals, the Community Department have to facilitate Belgard Athletic Football Club in their quest for replacement football pitches, which will be required by the Club, as a result of the Embankment Road extension, which is currently due to go out to tender?"

REPLY:
The Community Services Department are arranging a meeting between the Belgard Athletic Football Club and the Parks Department to discuss the location of a replacement football pitch for the club.
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T/116/08
REFURBISHMENT/REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING BALROTHERY SPORTS COMPLEX
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

“To ask the Manager for a detailed update on efforts by this Local Authority to ensure ringfenced funding for the refurbishment/replacement of the existing Balrothery Sports Complex and will the Manager outline from, which Government Department this funding will be sourced and will the Manager outline, what contact was made with the Department of Education & Science & the Department of Arts, Sports & Tourism?”
REPLY:
Meetings have been held between the Community Services Department and the Department of Education and Science, who are the owners of the complex, on the matter of the Tallaght Community Swimming Pool complex at Balrothery as agreed on a number of occasions. Whilst these meetings are inconclusive there is a commitment from the Department of Education to assist with the Council in pursuing finance for the refurbishment of the complex. 

It is confirmed that an application for funding has been received from Tallaght Community School for a PE Hall which includes a swimming pool. This application will be considered for funding from the €4.5 billion which is being provided for school buildings under the National Development Plan. 

The Council has also advised the Department of Education and Science that when the national Swimming Pool programme re-opens the Council would support such an application from the Department for Tallaght Community School.

The Council has already provided the Centre management with the funding as provided in the 2008 Budgets for running of the pool.
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T/117/08
ICE RINK FOR THE TALLAGHT AREA
QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren

“To ask the manager what progress, if any, have been made in relation to the development of an ice rink for the Tallaght area, whether seasonal or permanent and any discussions that may have taken place with interested parties and can he make a statement on the matter?”
REPLY:
The Council has entered preliminary discussions with a consortium regarding the provision of an ice rink within the County area following an approach by them for a suitable location. These were initial fact finding talks and are subject to further discussions based on detailed submissions and proposals from this group.

Should the proposal progress the members will be kept informed.
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T/118/08
APPLICATION FOR GRANTS


The  following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Applications for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants to these organisations, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application
	Amount

	GF1644
	Tallaght Community School Sports Complex
	Community Centre I.T. Based Infrastructure
	03/10/07
	€3,700

	GF 1674
	Virginia Heights Residents Association
	Environmental Improvements
	10/01/08
	€500

	GF 1688
	Killinarden Community Council Ltd,
	Extension to Existing Multipurpose Community Centre
	30/01/08
	€50,000


 

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	GF 1670
	The Libyan Community
	Community Activity (Including Sport Activity
	03/01/08
	€500

	GF1666
	Tallaght Chess Club
	Start up Costs for Community Groups
	12/12/07
	€500

	GF 1691
	Kilnamanagh AFC
	Single Interest Grant
	04/02/08
	€50,000

	GF 1680
	Tallaght Centre for the Unemployed Ltd.,
	Upgrading of Single Interest Facilities
	30/01/08
	€8,000

	GF 1692
	Kilnamanagh AFC
	Running Costs Grant for Community Groups
	04/02/08
	€200

	GF 1636
	Westside Boxing Club
	Equipment Grant
	14/09/07
	€3,000

	GF 1672
	Kingswood Community & Leisure Centre Ltd
	Equipment Grant
	14/09/07
	€3,000

	GF 1673
	Killinarden Drug Primary Prevention Group
	Equipment Grant
	10/01/08
	€3,000

	GF 1677
	Firhouse Community Centre
	Equipment Grant
	24/01/08
	€3,000


 

Following a discussion to which Councillors J. Daly, M. Corr and J. Hannon contributed Mr. B. Coman, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report”

T/119/08
LIBRARY/ NEW EVENTS

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“March 2008

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Castletymon
	Children’s Book Reviews from Big Book Challenge
	Month of March

	
	English for Foreign Nationals.  All Welcome.
	Mondays at 10am

	
	Improvers Irish Conversation Class.  Booking Necessary
	Tuesdays at 10am

	
	Book Club 

All Welcome
	Tuesday 25th March at 11am

	
	Computer Class

Booking Necessary
	Wednesdays from 10am – 12pm

	
	Story time for 3-6 year olds

All Welcome
	Wednesdays at 3pm

	
	School and Crèche Visits
Tour of Library and Story time
	Thursday Morning’s

Booking necessary

	
	Arts and Crafts with Elaine

Booking Necessary
	Thursdays at 3.30pm

	
	Spanish Conversation Group 

All Welcome
	Fridays at 10am


	
	Seachtain na Gaeilge Scéalaiocht le Niall de Burca.

Class Booking 3rd – 6th Class)
	Monday 3rd March at 12pm

	
	Performance by Scoil Caitlin Maude Band.

Class visit.  All Welcome
	Tuesday 4th March at 11am

	
	Creative Writing workshop for teens with Peadar Ó Guilin.

Class Booking
	Wednesday 5th March at 11.45am

	
	World Book Day

Presentation of Certificates to participants in the Big Book Challenge. 
	Thursday 6th March at 11am

	
	Seachtain na Gaeilge Scéalaiocht le Eddie Lenihan.

Class Booking (3rd – 6th Class)
	Monday 10th March at 11.45am

	
	Irish History Live with Michael Moylan for 3rd – 6th Class.  Class Booking
	Tuesday 11th March at 10am

	
	Puppet making with Ceara Conway.  Booking Necessary.
	Tuesday 11th March at 3pm

	
	Seachtain na Gaeilge Ceardlann ar Cheol Traidisiúnta le hAintaine Ó Farracháin).

Class Booking (5th – 6th Class)
	Thursday 13th March at 10am


For further information contact 4524888

An Adult Learners Fair took place in the County Library in Tallaght on the 7th February. There were 28 stands from various organisations in the Tallaght area.

The fair was well attended through out the day. There were also story times for children, talks on aspects of adult education, capacitor demonstrations, a tree of learning area, sew a patch area and science demonstrations.”
Ms B. Cribbin, A/Senior Executive Librarian, summarised the report.
Following a discussion to which  Councillors C. King and J. Daly contributed, Ms B. Cribbin responded to queries raised. The report was NOTED.

T/120/08
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/121/08
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/122/08
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/123/08
TO EXTEND THE PREMISES OF BOHERNABREENA ENTERPRISE CENTRE AT 14 ALLENTON DRIVE
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

“That this Committee calls for the facilitation of the Bohernabreena Enterprise Centre to extend the premises at 14 Allenton Drive in order to cater for increased local demands in affordable childcare.”
The following report which had been circulated was READ:

“It is unclear as to how the County Council can facilitate such an extension particularly having regard to a decision on planning grounds and its suitability to accommodate a large extension as parking at Allenton is already an issue and it is also important to note that there are three other commercial childcare developments in the area.  It is understood that Allenton does not have a large waiting list of children for either preschool or after school care. 

Should a need for further places arise the possibility of housing the service can be considered in the new build proposed for Ballycragh Park.

Pobal only fund the childcare element of a development, and it is understood that the present board has no plan drawn up to secure funds for the rest of the extension and also no needs analysis, feasibility or sustainability plan has been carried out to establish a need for this expansion.” 
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Following a discussion to which Councillors C. Jones, C. King, M. Corr, J. Hannon, J. Daly, and M. Corr contributed Mr. B. Coman, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised. The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the Manager will examine any plans submitted in consultation with the Community Team Members.

PARKS  BUSINESS

T/124/08
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 17 - 22, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/125/08
THE BOUNDARY WALL TO THE SWIFTBROOK ESTATE   
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

“To ask the Manager to arrange the reconstruction of the boundary wall to the Swiftbrook Estate and to arrange the removal of the graffiti on this boundary wall which has remained there for years at this stage?”
REPLY:
A contractor has been appointed to undertake the reconstruction of the boundary wall at Swiftbrook Estate and arrangements will also be made to remove the graffiti from the wall as soon as possible.
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T/126/08
WOODEN BOLLARDS SURROUNDING THE GREEN SPACES ON SUNDALE PARK  
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

“To ask the Manager to arrange for the reinstatement of the damaged or missing wooden bollards surrounding the green spaces on Sundale Park?”
REPLY:
Arrangements will be made to replace the damaged/missing wooden bollards surrounding the green spaces at Sundale Park as soon as it can be fitted into the work schedule for the area.
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T/127/08
FOOTPATH AT * DETAILS PROVIDED
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville 

“To ask the Manager to provide a footpath at * Details provided, which would facilitate pedestrians going to the school and nearby shops?”
REPLY:
Under the 2008 Parks Works Programme, a sum of €10,000 has been allocated to undertake landscape improvements on the open space area in the vicinity of Bolbrook Park and Villas.  The provision of additional footpaths in this area will be discussed and considered in consultation with residents in the area as part of the proposed improvement works

T/128/08
THE FOOTPATH AREA ADJACENT TO HOMELAWN DRIVE AND HOMELAWN ROAD
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

" To ask the Manager to have arranged for the inclusion in the 2009 Budget, a detailed plan to upgrade the footpath area adjacent to Homelawn Drive and Homelawn Road and such plan would be similar to the work done on the footpath area adjacent to Millbrook Health Centre and Barnados, as outlined in a recent site visit by a representative of the Parks Department?."

REPLY:
The upgrading of the footpath at this location is a matter for the Roads Department and will be referred to them for attention.
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T/129/08
INSTALLATION OF A KISSING GATE AT *DETAILS SUPPLIED 
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

“To ask the Manager to have arranged the installation of a kissing gate at *details supplied as the area is currently open to vehicular access?” 

REPLY:
This location will be examined and the installation of a kissing gate will be pursued following consultation with the local residents.
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T/130/08
REPLACEMENT OF TREES AT SCOIL SANTAIN GAELSCOILLEANNA 

QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

" To ask the Manager to have arranged for the replacement of a number of a number of trees ( which were damaged) in the vicinity of Scoil Santain Gaelscoilleanna?."

REPLY:
This location will be considered for tree planting as part of the 2008/09 Arboricultural Programme.
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T/131/08
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/132/08
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/133/08
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/134/08
DEVELOPMENT OF THE PUBLIC PARK AT KILTIPPER
It was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon, seconded by Councillor J. Daly:

“That this Committee requests a report be presented outlying the reasons for the long delay in bringing forward proposals for the development of the public park at Kiltipper to serve the Ellensborough/ Marlfield/ Deerpark areas, and providing the Committee with a timetable for the development of this important public amenity.”
The following report which had been circulated was READ:

“Provision for the commencement of development works in Kiltipper Park on a phased basis is included in the Draft Capital Works Programme 2008 – 2010. This work will include the initial development of the Park to include pitches, pathways, planting & other associated works.

Funding for the Council’s Draft Capital Works Programme is being examined in the context of available resources. 

A Presentation on the Draft Works Programme has already been made to a meeting of the Corporate Policy Group on 11th February ’08 and a Presentation is also being made to a special meeting of the Council to consider the Programme on 21st February ’08. When the Capital Works Programme 2008 - 2010 and associated funding has been adopted by the Council further consideration will be given to finalising plans for the development of the Park. These plans when finalised will be presented to the Area Committee prior to publication through the Part 8 process.”
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Following a discussion to which Councillors J. Hannon, J. Daly, C. Jones and C. King contributed Mr. B. Sheehan, Senior Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised. The report was AGREED.  
The Meeting concluded at 5.20 p.m.
Siniú:
______________________

Dáta:
________________

An Cathaoirleach







