COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 11th February 2008.


	PRESENT


	Councillors
	Councillors

	Ardagh, M.
	King, C.

	Brophy, C.
	Lahart, J.

	Corr, M.
	Maloney, E

	Cosgrave, P.
	McDermott, T.

	Daly, J.
	McGaughey, A.

	Daly, M.
	Murphy, M.

	Dowds, R.
	Neville, J.

	Gilligan, T.
	O’Connell, G.

	Hannon, J.
	Ridge, T.

	Jones, C.
	Tuffy, E.

	Keane, C.
	Walsh, E.

	Keating, D.
	Warren, K.


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan 

	Directors / Heads of Function


	T. Doherty, P. Smith, P. Poole, F. Coffey, A. Jacob, F. Nevin

	Senior Executive Officers
	M. Maguire, B. Coman, L. Kelly, M. O’Shaughnessy, P. Murphy, E. O’Gorman, J. Quinlivan, J. Byrne, M. Coleman, H. Hogan

	Administrative Officer
	M. Kelly

	A/Administrative Officer
	U. Donnellan

	A/Senior Staff Officer
	T. Fallon

	A/Assistant Staff Officer
	M. Dunne

	IT Support
	C. Whelan


An apology for inability to attend was received from the Mayor, Councillor B. Gogarty.

The Deputy Mayor, Councillor D. Keating presided and extended best wishes to the Mayor.  

(C/0039/08) 
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES
a) Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 14th January 2008, which had been circulated, were considered. 

Councillor J. Daly queried minute number (C/0034/08) in relation to GAA lands and indicated that he considered the motion was passed at the last meeting and this should be reflected in the minutes.

The executive reiterated the current position which is that the County Board has assembled a project team to advance their development proposals for the lands and that it may be necessary for the Council to revert to the elected members having regard to the site boundaries which are currently being negotiated.

It was AGREED to amend the minute to read as ‘The motion was PASSED.’

The Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 14th January 2008, as amended, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.
(C/0040/08) 
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (1) -  3RD JANUARY 2008 - DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0041/08) 
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 8TH JANUARY 2008 -DEALING WITH COMMUNITY, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT AND HOUSING
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0042/08) TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 21ST JANUARY 2008 - DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - GRANTS), PARKS (1 REPORT - RATHCOOLE PARK), ENVIRONMENT AND HOUSING
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

Community Business:

“An application for a contribution in the amount set out hereunder is recommended for approval:-
	  Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application
	Amount

	 
	Ballycragh National School,
	Contribution
	23/11/07
	€5,000


It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grant as recommended in the foregoing report””  

Parks Business:

“Rathcoole Park

The Following report was discussed at the Tallaght Area Committee meeting held on 21st January 2008.

“There are no current plans for the provision of a soccer pitch at the location in question.  The future development of Rathcoole Park will be further considered in the light of ongoing overall developments in the area.  The local adult soccer club were never allocated playing facilities in Rathcoole Park and are facilitated in Corkagh Park where there are an adequate supply of pitches.”

Following discussion the following motion was proposed by Councillor J Daly, seconded by Councillor M Corr and agreed:
“That this Committee recommend that the Council erect the goal posts which  were removed at Rathcoole Saggart Park, so that the local team that were using the pitch, can return and play at their home venue.  Corkagh Park Clondalkin, where they transferred to by South Dublin County Council is overcrowded and every local team should have priority to a pitch in their own area”.   

Negotiations are currently ongoing in relation to finalising the boundaries of  lands disposed of to the GAA and access arrangements .  An overall plan for Rathcoole Park is in the process of formulation in the context of the overall developments in the area.   

The question of the provision of a soccer pitch in Rathcoole Park will be considered in the overall plan for the Park and a further report will be presented to Area Committee members.” 
It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon      and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the reports of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee (1) 21st January 2008 – Community Department and Parks Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0043/08)
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 28TH JANUARY 2008 - DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0044/08)
LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 16TH JANUARY 2008 - DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT, AND CORPORATE SERVICES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0045/08)
LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 22ND JANUARY 2008 - DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - GRANTS), PARKS, ENVIRONMENT AND HOUSING
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

Community Business:

“Application for Grant
Applications for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:

	Ref:
	Group         
	Type of Application  
	Date of Application
	Amount €

	GF 1554
	Peamount Utd. Football Club, Newcastle
	Category Environmental Improvements
	01/03/07
	€500

	GF 1662
	Clondalkin School of Karate
	Community Activity (Including Sport Activity)
	13/11/07
	€500


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)
Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Arts Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below.  Payment of this grant in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.
	Ref:
	Group         
	Type of Application  
	Date of Application
	Amount €

	AGF 608
	Clondalkin Youth Band
	Support cultural exchange to USA
	18/10/07
	Additional payment of €4500, €500 was approved at Dec Council Meeting


 Arts Contribution
A contribution is being made to the following group:-
	Ref:
	Group         
	Type of Application  
	Date of Application
	Amount €

	 
	Clondalkin Camera Club
	Contribution towards exhibition equipment.
	13/12/07
	€784


It was proposed by Councillor G. O’ Connell, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grants recommended in the foregoing report”.”
It was proposed by Councillor  D. Keating, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell         and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2) 22nd January 2008 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

(C/0046/08) 
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE, 24th January 2008
The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

a) Draft Calendar of Meeting Dates 

“The following Draft Calendar of Meeting dates was APPROVED by the Members at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 24th January 2008:

Draft Calendar of Meeting Dates

3rd March – 2nd May  2008

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 3rd March
	
	
	

	Tues. 4th March
	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (1)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	20/02/08

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

*(For planning files see below)


	Wed. 5th March
	
	
	

	Thurs. 6th March
	
	
	

	Fri. 7th March
	
	 
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 27/02/08

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon 10th March

	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting
	12.30 p.m.–2.00 p.m.

3.30 p.m. – 6.30 p.m.
	26/02//08

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues. 11th  March
	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2)

Community, Parks, Environment & Housing
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	27/02/08

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

	Wed. 12th March
	
	
	

	Thurs. 13th March
	
	
	

	Fri. 14th March
	
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 17th March
	Bank Holiday


	
	

	Tues. 18th March


	Tallaght Area Committee (1)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	04/03/08

Business to SEO Housing Department

	Wed. 19th March
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1)

Development, Planning, Corporate Services & Roads


	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.


	05/03/08

Business to SEO Planning Department

*(For planning files see below)


	Thurs. 20th March
	Traffic Management Meeting

Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee (in committee)


	1.15 p.m. – 3.30 p.m.

3.30 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.
	06/03/08

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Fri. 21st March
	Good Friday
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 13/03/08

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 24th March
	Easter Monday Bank Holiday
	
	

	Tues. 25th March
	
	
	

	Wed. 26th March
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	10/03/08

Business to SEO Planning Department

	Thurs. 27th March
	
	
	

	Fri. 28th March
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 19/03/08
	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 31st March
	Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services

 
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m. 
	13/03/08

Business to SEO Housing Department

*(For planning files see below)

	Tues. 1st  April
	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (1)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	14/03/08

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

**(For planning files see below)


	Wed. 2nd April
	Deputations


	2.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.
	

	Thurs. 3rd April
	
	
	

	Fri. 4th April
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 25/03/08

**Planning file requests to be received by 26/03/08

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 7th April
	
	
	

	Tues. 8th April
	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2)

Community, Parks, Environment & Housing
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	26/03/08

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

	Wed. 9th April
	
	
	

	Thurs 10th April
	
	
	

	Fri. 11th April
	
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 14th April
	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting
	12.30 p.m.–2.00 p.m.

3.30 p.m. – 6.30 p.m.
	01/04/08

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues. 15th April
	
	
	

	Wed.  16th April
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1)

Development, Planning, Corporate Services & Roads
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	03/04/08

Business to SEO Planning Department

*(For planning files see below)

	Thurs. 17th April
	
	
	

	Fri. 18th April
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 10/04/08

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 21st April
	Tallaght Area Committee (1)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	08/04/08

Business to SEO Housing Department

	Tues. 22nd April
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	09/04/08

Business to SEO Planning Department

	Wed.  23rd April
	
	
	

	Thurs. 24th April
	
	
	

	Fri. 25th April
	
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 28th April 
	Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services


	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	15/04/08

Business to SEO Housing Department

*(For planning files see below)

	Tues. 29th April
	
	
	

	Wed.  30th April
	Deputations
	2.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.
	

	Thurs. 1st May
	
	
	

	Fri. 2nd May
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 22/04/08

In relation to the current calendar of meetings for January / February 2008:

· The Inter Authority Meeting between Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council and South Dublin County Council, which was scheduled to take place on Wednesday 30th January 2008 has been cancelled due to unforeseen circumstances within Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council.  An alternative date is to be arranged for that meeting and a tentative date of 28th February has been suggested by Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council.

· The Joint Policing Committee Meeting will be taking place on 1st February 2008 from 3.00 p.m to 5.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber.

· It was agreed by the CPG at its meeting on Monday 14th January 2007 that the County Manager would present details of the  

· 3 Year Capital Programme at the next CPG meeting on 11th February 2008.  It was also agreed that the County Manager would present the same details to the full council as soon as possible thereafter at an informal full council meeting.  A date is to be arranged for that meeting today.” End of report

Following discussion it was AGREED that the Tallaght Area Committee (1) originally scheduled for 25th March 2008 would now take place on 31st March 2008.  

The following dates and changes to the calendar of meeting dates for February were also AGREED:

· CPG (3 Year Capital Programme) to take place on 11th February 2008 

· Full Council re 3 Year Capital Programme to take place on 21st February 2008 

· Inter Authority Meeting with Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council to take place on 28th February 2008

As the business of the meeting was not concluded on 24th January (re-branding) it was agreed to adjourn the meeting to 11th February 2008 at 2.30 p.m. prior to the Council Meeting.

In relation to the current calendar of meetings for March / April 2008:

Since the last Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on Thursday 24th January 2008 Fingal County Council has approached in relation to the scheduling of the half yearly Inter Authority Meetings between Fingal County Council and South Dublin County Council. A tentative date and time of Wednesday 23rd April 2008 @ 3.30 pm has been suggested and is now a matter for the Members to consider.”
Ms. M. Maguire, Senior Executive Officer drew attention to the March/April Calendar and advised Members of two additional meeting dates:

Next meeting of the Joint Policing Committee to take place on 11th April and Fingal County Council had requested a Joint Inter-Authority Meeting to take place on 23rd April.

The Calendar, as amended, was APPROVED.

b) Report of Conferences/Seminars

“The following report was presented to the Members at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 24th January 2008:

“Section 142 (5) of Local Government Act 2001 provides for the authorisation of Members’ attendance at conferences both home and abroad.  Listed below are conferences which have been notified to us to date up to and including the first week of April 2008.  Members who have expressed an interest in attending these conferences are also listed. 
HOME CONFERENCES 2008 
	NAME OF CONFERENCE 
	HOST 
	VENUE 
	DATE 
	COUNCILLORS ATTENDING 
	CONFERENCE FEE PER PERS0N

	Seminar on Crime
	Woulfe  Event Management
	Greenhills Hotel, Limerick.
	24th-25th January 2008
	 
	Cancelled

	Merriman Winter School
	Cumann Merriman
	Hotel Westport. Westport. Co. Mayo.
	1st-3rd February 2007
	Cllr. Derek Keating
	€50

	Northern Tourism Conference
	Clare Tourist Council and Antrim Borough Council
	Dunadry Hotel and Country Club, Muckamore, Dunadry, Co. Antrim.
	1st -2nd February 2008
	 
	€240

	Local Government Planning Service
	Kadenza Consultancies
	Clonea Strand Hotel, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford.
	1st-3rd February 2008
	Cllr. John Hannon Cllr. Joe Neville Cllr. Jim Daly Cllr. Karen Warren Cllr. Colm Brophy Cllr Eamonn Walsh Cllr. Marie Corr Cllr. Cait Keane Cllr. Trevor Gilligan (updated)
	€245

	Planning for Renewable Energy 
	Mid-West Regional Authority
	Woodlands House Hotel, Adare, Co. Limerick.
	7th- 8th February 2008
	 Cllr. Jim Daly Cllr. Maire Ardagh (updated)
	€170

	AMAI Spring Seminar
	Association if Municipal Authorities of Ireland
	Trim Castle Hotel, Trim, Co. Meath.
	15th – 16th February 2008
	Cllr Robert Dowds
	€200

	Irelands Newest Immigrants, Ensuring their Participation in 2009 European and Local Elections
	Third Sector Forum  
	Silver Tasssie Hotel Letterkenny, Co. Donegal
	21st – 23rd February 2008
	 Cllr Joe Neville Cllr Marie Corr Cllr. John Hannon (updated)
	€245

	Suicide  Prevention; A Call to Action
	Kadenza Consultancies
	City West Hotel, Dublin.
	23rd February 2008
	 
	€165

	19th Colmcille Winter School
	Colmcille Heritage Trust
	The Colmcille Heritage Centre, Gartan, Church Hill, Letterkenny. Co. Donegal. 
	29th Feb–2nd March
	Cllr. Cait Keane  Cllr. Derek Keating (updated)
	€195 

	LAMA Spring Confernce
	Local Authorities Members Association 
	Knightsbrook Hotel Trim Co .Meath
	27th  - 28th March 2008
	Cllr. Cait Keane
	€250

	Better Local Government Is it working 
	Wexford Borough Council
	Talbot Hotel, Wexford.
	3rd–5th April 2007
	 
	€225


 
CONFERENCES ABROAD 2008
	NAME OF CONFERENCE 
	HOST 
	VENUE
	DATE
	FEE PER PERSON 

	Cleaner & Greener Local Environments
	National Association of Councillors  
	Monkbar Hotel,   York.
	18th-20th January 2008
	£295 plus vat

	Project Strategy for EU Funding
	European Institute of Public Administration 
	Barcelona
	4th-6th February 2008
	No fee advised  yet

	Scotland’s Current and Future Rail System: Supporting the Economy, Communities and People
	Mail Mackay Hannah Ltd.
	Roxburge Hotel, Charlotte Square, Edinburgh.
	18th February 2008
	No fee Advised yet

	IFHP Spring Conference
	International Federation of Housing and Planning
	Arena and Convention Center, Liverpool.
	1st-3rd June 2008
	No fee advised yet 

	Shaping the future of local Services in Europe 
	European Social Services Conference 
	Méridien Montparnasse Hotel, Paris.
	2nd-4th July 2008
	€685

	52nd IFHP World Congress  
	International Federation of Housing and Planning
	San Juan Puerto Rico.
	12th -15th October 2008
	No fee advised yet.


The following table shows Members’ attendance at conferences home and abroad from 9th November 2007 to date:

	Conference
	Host 
	Venue
	Date
	Attended by
	Conference Fee

	LAMA Winter Conference
	LAMA
	Dolmen Hotel, Carlow. 
	9th-10th Nov. 2007
	Cllr. Cait Keane Cllr Maire Ardagh Cllr. Eamonn Walsh
	€185

	Power to the people Working with Local Communities
	National Association of Councillors
	Ramada Hotel, Belfast.
	16th-18th Nov. 2007
	Cllr. John Hannon Cllr. Joe Neville Cllr. Trevor Gilligan Cllr Karen Warren 
	£345

	Effective Communications Seminar 
	Kadenza Consultancies
	Silver Tassie Hotel, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal.
	16th-18th Nov. 2007
	Cllr. Cathal King
	€245

	Housing Practitioners Conference 
	Centre for Housing Research 
	Hotel Kilkenny, Kilkenny.
	29th-30th Nov. 2007
	Cllr. Cathal King Cllr. Jim Daly
	€375

	Neil T. Blaney Winter School
	Donegal County Museum
	Regional Cultural Centre, Port Road , Letterkenny, Co. Donegal.
	30th Nov. -1st Dec. 2007
	Cllr. Therese Ridge
	 

	Local Government and Budget 2004
	Kadenza Consultancies 
	Carlton Millrace Hotel, Bunclody, Co. Wexford.
	1st Dec. 2007
	Cllr. Cathal King Cllr. Gus O’ Connell Cllr. Eamonn Walsh Cllr. Marie Corr Cllr. Jim Daly  
	 

	9th Irish & UK Local Authorities Standing Conference on Nuclear Hazards
	Nuclear Free Local Authorities 
	City Hall and Central Hote,l Dublin.
	6th-7th December 2007
	Cllr. Tony McDermott
	€220

	Confederation of European Councillors
	CEC
	Killyhevlin Hotel, Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh.
	7th December 2007
	Cllr. Cait Keane Cllr. Jim Daly Cllr. Karen Warren Cllr. Therese Ridge Cllr. Marie Corr Cllr. Cathal King
	€190


As authorisation under this section is a reserved function Members are required to pass the following resolution:

 "In accordance with Section 142 (5) of the Local Government Act, 2001 attendance by Members at the Conferences / Seminars outlined in the report is hereby authorised.”  

It was proposed by Councillor B. Gogarty, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

 "In accordance with Section 142 (5) of the Local Government Act, 2001 attendance by Members at the Conferences / Seminars outlined in the report is hereby authorised.””
c) Filling of Vacancies on Various Committees

“At the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 24th January 2008 the following nominations were AGREED:
1.    Appointment of Chairperson to Local Traveller Accommodation     Consultative Committee
      
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor  B. Gogarty and AGREED:

      
“That Councillor G. O’Connell be appointed as Chairperson of the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee.”

2.   Filling of Vacancy on the HSE Dublin Mid-Leinster Regional Health Forum following the Resignation of Councillor R. Dowds from the Forum
        
Councillor G.  O’Connell was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds, seconded by Councillor Ridge.  

Then Councillor C. Keane was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart.  
It was AGREED by show of hands that Councillor G. O’Connell would fill the vacancy on HSE Dublin Mid-Leinster Regional Health Forum resulting from the resignation of Councillor R. Dowds.” 

3.   NOMINATION TO CHAIR OF TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE FOLLOWING RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLOR S. LAING
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor K. Warren and AGREED:  

“That Councillor C. Brophy be appointed to the Chair of the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee.”

4.   NOMINATION TO THE SOUTHERN AND EASTERN REGIONAL ASSEMBLY

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor K. Warren and AGREED:  

“That Councillor C. Brophy fill the vacancy on Southern and Eastern Regional Assembly.”  
5.   FILLING OF VACANCY ON TRANSPORTATION SPC AND APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRPERSON
Immediately before this item was considered Meeting Administrator advised of the written resignation of Councillor K. Warren from the Sports, Recreation, Community & Parks SPC.

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and AGREED:  

“That Councillor K. Warren fill the vacancy on the Transportation SPC”

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and AGREED:  

That Councillor K. Warren be appointed as Chairperson of the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee.”  
6.   NOMINATION TO THE MEATH FOUNDATION OF TALLAGHT HOSPITAL  
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and AGREED:  

“That Councillor E. Maloney be appointed to Board of the Meath Foundation, Tallaght Hospital.””
It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the reports of the South Dublin County Council Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee, 24th January 2008 be  ADOPTED and APPROVED.”  
(C/0047/08) 
TRANSPORTATION STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE - REPORT OF MEETING HELD ON 7TH FEBRUARY, 2008 

The following report by the Manager, which was presented by Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transportation, was CONSIDERED:
“The following Motion was agreed at the Meeting of the Transportation SPC held on 7th February ’08:

“This Committee supports the provision and expansion of the QBC Network and requests an adequate number of buses be provided to maintain an appropriate level of service throughout this county.””
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors K. Warren, M. Daly, D. Keating, C. Keane, G. O’Connell, M. Corr, T. McDermott and T. Ridge.

Mr. J. Horan, County Manager and Mr. F. Coffey responded to the Members’ queries.

It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor K. Warren and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Transportation Strategic Policy Committee, 7th February 2008 be  ADOPTED and APPROVED.”  
(C/0048/08) 
JOINT POLICING COMMITTEE -  Report of Meeting held on 30th November 2007

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
Report on Meeting of the South Dublin County Joint Policing Committee – held on Friday 30 November, 2007 at 3.30 p.m. in Council Chamber, Tallaght.

“Attendance: Committee Members

	Cllr. R. Dowds
	Cllr. G. O’ Connell

	Cllr. B. Gogarty (Mayor)
	Cllr. E. Walsh

	Cllr. J. Neville                   
	P.  Rabbitte T.D.

	Cllr. S. O’Connor
	Cllr. M.Murphy

	A. Shatter T.D.
	Chief Superintendent J. Manley

	C. T. Mc Dermott
	Cllr. C. Keane

	M. Price Bolger (Comm. Platform)
	F. Nevin (S.D.C.C.)

	J.  Horan (County Manager)
	Chief Superintendent J. Twomey

	Cllr. J. Lehart
	Cllr. K. Warren


Also Present:
Pat Smith, Billy Coman, Elaine Leech. Anne Byrne, Superintendents for Lucan and Clondalkin

Apologies: 

Cllr. T.  Ridge, C. O’Connor T.D., J. Tuffy T.D.

J. Lawlor (Comm. Forum) P. Gogarty T.D

Inaugural Meeting Report and Matters Arising

Chairperson, Cllr. Robert Dowds and the members present adopted the report of the inaugural meeting of 26th October, 2007.

National Conference on Joint Policing Committees

Cllr. Dowds reported on this Conference which was held on the 28th November 2008 in the Shelbourne Hotel and attended by Minister Brian Lenihan T.D, Minister John Gormley T.D and Assistant Commissioner A. McHugh and the Chairs of each J.P.C., Chief Superintendents & Directors of Services, 

Cllr Dowds mentioned the following items arising from the National Conference:

I. Sale of Alcohol Bill

Cllr. Robert Dowds made reference to the Sale of Alcohol Bill and requested that this item be listed for the next meeting. Agreed by members

II. Dublin North East Inner City Area Project

Cllr Dowds would like to invite a guest speaker to a future meeting of the JPC or Sub Committee to talk about this project which is linked to the Drugs Task Force in the North East Inner City Area.
Establishment of Subcommittees

Cllr. E. Walshe proposed

“That the Joint Policing Committee form a Sub-Committee to deal with drugs and alcohol.”

The members agreed to form a Sub-Committee on Drug and Alcohol related matters. The secretariat will invite expressions of interest from Committee members who are interested on sitting on this working group. South Dublin County Council and An Garda Siochana will appoint the appropriate officers to sit on the working group. The Sub-Committee may also invite non members who have an expertise in drug and alcohol related issues in the County to attend meetings of this Sub-Committee. Cllr. Walsh would like the Committee to focus in particular on advising young people of the dangers of alcohol and drugs misuse and the long term effects on their health.

A draft composition of the Sub-Committee will be submitted at the next JPC meeting.  

The secretariat clarified to the members that no Joint Policing Committee shall establish more then 3 Sub-Committees with the exception of Dublin City.
Business Submitted

Cllr. E. Walshe -Greenhills Park

“That the Joint Policing Committee examines the area in Greenhill’s Park next to Greenhill’s College where old people are confronted for cash and where attacks on the college take place as a result of that area not being observed and that a light column be erected there to improve the security of the area. “
 

The feasibility and implications of installing public lighting in Greenhill’s Park is being examined in conjunction with the Council’s public lighting section and the Garda Siochana.  The matter can be further considered for funding as part of the 2008 Parks Works Programme.

A discussion ensued regarding anti-social behaviour in parks.  The County Manager reported that the Council is currently identifying areas of anti-social behaviour in the county and will keep the committee updated on this process.  The Children’s Services Committee also has a remit to look at safety in Public Parks. The Gardai will also look at this area and report back on incidents.

Subject Matter of Meetings

There was then a discussion amongst the members regarding the matters to be discussed at the Joint Policing Meetings, the majority of members felt that local issues should be dealt by the Area Committee Meetings held by South Dublin County Council so as to avoid duplication. P. Smith, Director of Services informed the members that arising from discussions at the National JPC Conference the general function of the Committee as set out the Garda Síochána Act 2005, was to concentrate on and examine the broad patterns and levels of crime in the county:

“The joint policing committee’s function is to serve as a forum for consultations, discussions and recommendations on matters affecting the policing of the local authority’s administrative area, and in particular to –

(a)
keep under review -

(i)
the levels and patterns of crime, disorder and anti-social behaviour in that area (including the patterns and levels of misuse of alcohol and drugs), and 

(ii) the factors underlying and contributing to the levels of crime, disorder and anti-social behaviour in the area

Cllr. Robert Dowds-Road Safety Cameras

That the Gardai outline the approach they adopt in terms of using speed cameras and explain why such cameras are much more frequently used on dual-carriageways rather than single carriageways. The committee calls on the Gardai to do more frequent speed checks on minor service roads where drivers are inclined to break the speed limit.

The locations chosen in respect of the location of Safety Cameras is a result of 8 years analysis of collision data and which identified collision prone locations.  Further analysis indicated areas in which speed related collisions have been identified.

An Garda Siochana is currently in the process of tendering for the countrywide installation of Safety Cameras.  The successful provider will install, operate and maintain a nationwide network based on the established criteria.  It is envisaged that these cameras will primarily be mobile with fixed installations where mobile units are not appropriate.

While enforcement will primarily be directed at areas of highest collision propensity this network will be utilised across the entire road network.  J. Twomey (Chief Superintendent)

Analysis of 8 years of collision data has been carried out to identify locations within the road network where there is a propensity for collisions.  Based on this analysis Garda activities have been prioritised in the areas where the highest propensity for collision exists.

Further analysis of collision data has been carried out to identify locations where speed related collisions occur.  Speed enforcement activities will focus in areas where there is the greatest tendency for speed related collisions.

An Garda Siochana is currently involved in a tendering process to engage a service provider for the purpose of providing, operating and maintaining a nationwide programme of safety cameras for the detection and processing of speeding offences.  The service provider will operate on those parts of the road network which have a history of speed related collisions, as identified through the analysis of collision data referred to earlier.  Safety cameras will primarily be mobile, with fixed cameras being deployed where the use of mobile cameras is not appropriate.

While speed enforcement will be prioritised on stretches of roadway with the greatest propensity for speed related collisions.  Garda speed enforcement will continue right across the road network with a view to reducing the incidence of fatal and serious injury collisions on our roads.  J. Manley (Chief Superintendent)

A discussion ensued regarding road safety in the county. Members of the Committee felt that it would be beneficial to have increased speed checks on many of the rural roads in the County. Concerns were raised regarding the increased incidence of driving whilst under the influence of drugs.  The Gardai reported that this was a growing concern.   Statistics are not available on a county basis regarding the number of arrests for driving under the influence of drugs.  Chief Superintendent, John Manley outlined to the members the procedure for those suspected of driving whilst under the influence of drugs or alcohol. The Gardai will keep the Committee updated with regards to progress in this area.  

Gardai to update the members on the progress of the contract for the installation of Speed/Safety Cameras nationally at the next meeting of the JPC.

The issue of signage for Speed Limits on the Naas Road was also discussed by the members
Cllr. Gus. O’ Connell- Garda Response to calls for assistance

Are Garda personnel required to log all calls/requests for assistances from members of the public?

It is the policy and duty of members of An Garda Siochana to respond to all calls for assistance by members of the Public; including to those incidents which do no require Garda action.

Calls for assistance are prioritized according to their urgency and are recorded on the Garda Pulse network for future action.

Where a Garda response is not required, calls are logged as a matter of routine to include any action taken and/or advice given.

The Garda Representatives outlined the procedures that take effect once a call is logged with the Gardai. In addition the Gardai in some areas are currently looking at the design of the pubic counters in Garda Stations to improve customer service. A number of members of the Committee felt that it would be very beneficial to have email addresses for Garda Stations in the County available for distribution to local residents associations etc…. Chief Superintendent John Twoomey informed the members that the Gardai are currently in the process of introducing an email facility for Garda Stations for use by the general public. It was agreed that the Gardai would keep the Committee updated on the process.

Next meeting set for:

· Friday 1st February 2007 at 3.00 p.m. in County Hall, 

Signed: 
_____________________________ 

(Chairperson)

Date: 
 ______________________________

Appendix 1

The following business circulated to Members:

Charlie O’Connor T.D. 

To ask for an update on efforts being made to fund the shortfall identified in respect of the CCTV project in Tallaght West as discussed at the first meeting of the committee

South Dublin County Council notes the deficit that has arisen on the Capital Costs due to the deregulation of ESB – energy supply and notes these Capital Costs.  The Council has been endeavouring through discussions with the Commission for Energy Regulations (C.E.R) to overcome the need for these additional costs and will continue to pursue these investigations and discussions in an attempt to achieve a resolution.  It is noted these deficits are in the total sum of €139,150.

Should the discussions with the C.E.R. and ESB not achieve the required resolution and/or compromise within the required timeframe to allow installation and drawdown of the funding approved and should funding for the deficits not be available the Council will on an interim basis provide the deficit funding required as a temporary solution.  This can only be done on an interim basis from within its Capital Programme and by a temporary adjustment to that Programme and the Council will continue to seek recoupment of any capital deficit which has been paid or drawn down to the promoters of the schemes.

The Council will commit to funding of any deficits arising on the operational costs to the Groups in respect of year 1 in the first instance and note that the operational costings for year 2 to year 5 are less certain as our efforts are continuing to establish, as discussed, a Central Monitoring Centre for the CCTV schemes.  It is noted that monitoring is being undertaken by TEC Security in year 1 as agreed.  The establishment of a Central Monitoring Centre for the Schemes should have a significant bearing on future operational costs of all schemes.  It is noted that the detailed costings for operational costs for the Tallaght Schemes in year 1 indicate a sum in the region of €16,500 to €17,000.


The Council has expressed its ongoing commitment and support to the schemes and will continue to work with the project promoters towards the development of effective and professional Community CCTV Schemes.  

To ask for an update on the views of the Garda Authorities in respect of the campaign for a second Garda Station in Tallaght based in Tallaght West.

The opening of a second Garda Station in Tallaght would necessitate the employment of additional Garda personnel on indoor administration duties who may be more effectively employed on outdoor policing duties.

It is proposed to develop an upgraded Divisional status Garda Station on the present site.

The O.P.W. is presently drawing up a brief of requirements in this regard.
Cllr. Robert Dowds (Chair)  

This committee recommends that South Dublin County Council urgently puts in lighting in St. Cuthbert's Park, Clondalkin on the path used by pedestrians between Melrose and Lindisfarne Estates as the main pedestrian link which used to exist has now been closed by the erection of infill housing.

The Parks and Landscape Services Department has no objection to the installation of lighting at this location. However, there is an overhead power line (225kv) in this area and the Public Lighting section would have serious concerns about erecting lighting columns under this.  The matter will be considered with Estate Management and Public Lighting.  

This committee directs the Gardai to set up traps for people who purchase alcohol for underage drinkers in South County Dublin and reports back in approximately 3 months time on their level of success.

Garda Operation to tackle Underage Drinking

In an operation commencing on Monday 3rd December 2007 the Community Policing Units at Clondalkin, Ballyfermot, Lucan and Ronanstown Garda Stations will specifically target all on and off licensed premises in their respective Districts.

This operation will be conducted on Monday, Wednesday and Friday each week and will run from 8pm to 12 midnight approximately.  It will involve the use of Gardai in plain clothes and will target the sale and supply of alcohol to minors in all respects.

The full use will be made of the provisions of the Intoxicating Liquor Acts as well as the Criminal Justice (Public Order) Acts and licensees will be prosecuted where necessary.

This operation will be reviewed on a month by month basis with the first review scheduled for January 2008.  -  J. Twomey  (Chief Superintendent)

During 2007 a number of operations were set up in the DMR South Division to target underage drinking.  These include operations set up at Halloween, New Year’s Eve and prior to the release of the Leaving and Junior Certificate results.

Operations were also initiated on the occasions of special events as secondary schools which in the past attracted the purchase of alcohol by young persons.  Community Policing Units and other units actively patrol areas surrounding off licences, petrol stations and supermarkets where alcohol is sold in order to discourage youths from seeking out adults to purchase alcohol for them.

On Friday and Saturday evenings Operation Nightcap a joint operation in Tallaght between local uniform and plain clothes drug squads gardai is utilised to target illegal distribution of drugs in pubs, nightclubs etc. and the sale of alcohol to underage persons.  On a weekly basis inspections are carried out on licensed premises to detect drunkenness and any breaches of the law in relation to underage drinking.

Visible uniform patrols are undertaken by mountain bike patrols and beat patrols in areas where young people are known to congregate and engage in anti-social behaviour and underage drinking.  These locations are mostly parks and areas of dense shrubbery away from housing estates and out of public view.

The matter of underage drinking is a matter of primary focus of the Gardai at all times.

· In 2007 to date 337 Juveniles were arrested for drinking related issues in the division.  10 of these were prosecuted.  The remaining 327 were dealt with under the Garda Juvenile Diversion Programme.

· 6 prosecutions have been initiated in 2007 to date against licensed premises for selling alcohol to underage persons

· 8 prosecutions have been initiated against individuals who purchase alcohol for young persons. 
J. Manley (Chief Superintendent)

Cllr. Guss O’Connell  (Vice Chair) 

That this Committee is very concerned at the increasing levels of anti-social behaviour in our parks. Much of the vandalism and anti-social behaviour in our parks takes place late evening, at night and into the early mornings. The eradication of this calls for close liaison between the Council and the Gardai so that the elimination of drug trafficking, consumption of alcoholic drink and associated activities will be the focus of concerted effort that restores our parks to local residents and ensures the enforcement of bye laws.  If we continue to ignore the flouting of the basic bye law that prohibits the consumption of alcoholic drink in public areas then we are promoting anti-social attitudes and behaviour.  This committee agrees to focus on Waterstown Park and Glenaulin Park as a pilot area and requests that CCTV be erected at strategic points in both parks and the approaches to them, as these parks are on the peripheral of the County. This committee further agrees to set up a monitoring/advisory committee that will report back on progress by April 2008. 

There are elements of anti social activity in Waterstown Park including drinking and the use of motor bikes and quad bikes in the park as well as occasional joyriding using stolen cars. This matter is currently being pursued by the local Gardai. In an effort to alleviate this anti social activity the following measures will be taken by the Council:

1. A new boundary wall will be constructed at the Riversdale Estate section of the park and this has been agreed with local residents.

2. A new entrance detail will be designed and constructed at the Waterstown Avenue entrance.

3. A temporary construction works depot is being completed and a number of staff will be transferred from the Esker Lodge depot to complete the development of the park.  The presence of these staff should help in controlling the illegal activity now taking place.

4. Patrols by the Park Rangers will be increased, particularly at week ends.

A meeting was attended with the Gardaí in Lucan Garda Station on the 20th November 2007 and concern was raised in relation to the serious problems in Waterstown Park and Glenaulin Park – joyriding, drinking and drug taking.  A commitment was made that there would be a joint effort between the Parks and Landscape Services staff and the Gardaí to concentrate on these two parks with particular focus on Waterstown Park and the unacceptable level of anti social activity there.

Concern was also raised at the apparent low level of concentration by the Gardaí on drinking in public parks and a comparison was made between the numbers of prosecutions in the Tallaght area as compared to the Lucan area.  The Gardaí committed to following up on this in a positive way but the problems they have encountered in tackling this issue were also highlighted.

The suggestion of installing CCTV is a good one but only when there is a presence of staff in the area that sends a signal to the offenders that infringements of public order will in fact be followed through.

Liaison with the Gardaí will continue in an effort to bring the problem under control.” 

The report was NOTED.

(C/0049/08) 
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0050/08) 
QUESTIONS 
It  was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and RESOLVED:


“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 Questions numbered Q1 – Q13 be 
ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
(C/0051/08)
PRIVATE RENTED ACCOMMODATION
 
QUESTION: Councillor R. Dowds   

To ask the Manager to write to the Minister for the Environment and Local Government asking him to receive a high level delegation from South Dublin County Council to discuss how the problems caused by the small minority of tenants in private rented accommodation involved in anti-social behaviour are going to be tackled? (This would be a follow up to the meeting which we had in December, 2007 with the Minister for Health on the same subject.)

REPLY:
Letters were issued to the Minister for Health, the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and the Chief Executive of the Health Services Executive on 19th October 2007 as a result of several motions which were discussed at County Council Meetings in June, September and October 2007.  The letters requested meetings to discuss concerns about private rented accommodation in particular tackling anti-social behaviour and ensuring the upkeep/condition of properties.

A meeting was held with the Minister for Health on 23rd November 2007 however meeting dates are still awaited from the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and the Chief Executive of the Health Services Executive. 

Reminders will be issued requesting the meetings.

(C/0052/08) HEAVY GOODS VEHICLES



QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating  
To ask the Manager to report in detail on South Dublin County Council's policy on the introduction of restrictions for Heavy Goods Vehicles on certain roads and in certain areas in the county?

REPLY: 

Heavy vehicles may be restricted travelling along certain roads, other than for access reasons, under road traffic regulations. The restrictions apply to the unladen vehicle weight. 

The installation of such restrictions on existing roads in South Dublin is through the traffic management representation system. Requests for heavy vehicle restrictions are dealt with on a case by case basis. In arriving at a recommendation the following are considered:

· The quantity of heavy traffic as a portion of the general traffic. 

· The amount of heavy traffic permitted to use the road for access and not affected by the restriction. 

· The point at which the restriction would be most effective. 

· Availability and suitability of alternative routes. 

· The overall benefit and consequences of the heavy vehicle restriction.
(C/0053/08) REGULAR AND FLEXIBLE BUS SERVICE

QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating  
To ask the Manager to present a detailed report on his recent discussions with Dublin Bus and the Department of Transport as part of his efforts to secure a more regular and flexible bus service for the people of this county. Many people are frustrated owing to the increase in traffic congestion arising from the car dependant society that we have. Whilst LUAS and Metro remain at planning and design stages many of our transport and related congestion issues could be resolved by enhancing our bus service at a fraction of the cost of rail. 

REPLY:
Officials from South Dublin County Council and Dublin Bus have met and will continue to meet regarding common issues. 

These meetings ensure that bus services, in the South Dublin area, are operated efficiently and regularly, these meetings have contributed to the minimisation of delays to bus services during the upgrade works at the M50 interchanges and continuing meetings will take place during the works on the N4 and other similar major projects. 

Further ongoing meetings, including meetings with the Quality Bus Network Office, develope the Quality Bus Corridor, and bus priority measures programme that are currently ongoing. Many of the QBC's provided, are included as part of major construction project upgrades. New bus services have been provided on the South Clondalkin  and Rathfarnham QBC's following the construction of these projects. Many existing services are enhanced also from such measures, on an ongoing basis.

As the Member is aware the provision of bus services has been discussed by the Transportation SPC on a number of occasions and it is the recommended policy of this Council that the bus service is the key provider of public transport in the short term.

South Dublin County Council Roads and Transportation Section embrace every opportunity to upgrade and modify our infrastructure, to encourage travellers to use walking, cycling and public transport, as an alternative to the private car, within the County, whenever possible, and have ongoing liaison, with various private and public interests, to further initiatives to progress these aims.
(C/0054/08) GEOTHERMAL ENERGY

QUESTION: Councillor T. McDermott   

To ask the Manager to outline the legal implications regarding:

1. Exploration within the county for deep geothermal energy;

2. Ownership of the energy recovered.

3. To identify and other potential legal issues regarding deep geothermal energy.

REPLY:
In a recent response to a parliamentary question (see Q90) in the Dail the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources referred to the requirement for a the need to implement a regulatory and administrative regime that would provide for the orderly development of geothermal energy and in particular the investigation of the myriad complex issues in relation to ownership and access that would need to be addressed in this context.

The Minister went on to announce the convening of a Departmental group to investigate and address this issue. This group will carry out a stakeholder consultation early in the course of their work and is expected to be launched early in the New Year. The group is to report back to the Minister as early as possible in the first half of 2008.

Given this national context, it is proposed that the findings of this Departmental group would be considered by the Environment Strategic Policy Committee and the Economic Development (incl Planning and Development) Strategic Policy Committee once they are available.

(C/0055/08) ALLOCATION OF PUBLIC HOUSING

QUESTION: Councillor T. McDermott  
To ask the Manager to explain in detail the process in South Dublin for establishing priority in the allocation of Public Housing, including the allocation of "emergency housing", and to explain how applicants can establish their relative position on the "housing list" and an estimate of the probable elapsed time before a house will be allocated to them. 

REPLY:
The Council's Scheme of Letting Priorities provides the means of determining the order of priority to be afforded in the letting of Council dwellings to persons whose need for accommodation has already been established by the Council through their inclusion on the Council's Housing List.

The current Scheme was approved by the Minister on 20th December 2006.  Housing applicants are considered on 'Time on the List' basis which is based on date of application. Applicants who applied under the previous Scheme of Letting Priorities will retain order of priority granted under the previous scheme with all subsequent applications made under the operation of this Scheme being added to the list in order of date of application

In certain circumstances, overall priority may be given to applicants that satisfy the following criteria. Priority will be granted in the order shown and subject to the availability of suitable accommodation at the time:

(i)   Families or persons living in dangerous premises on whom a requisition under Section 3 (9) of the Local Government (Sanitary Services) Act, 1964 has been served.

(ii)  Displacement (resulting from acts of the Local Authority).

(iii) Families or persons rendered homeless through no fault of their own. A person shall be regarded by a housing authority as being homeless for the purposes of this Act if: 

(a) there is no accommodation available which, in the opinion of the authority, he/she, together with any other person who normally resides with him/her or who might reasonably be expected to reside with him/her, can reasonably occupy or remain in occupation of, or

(b) he/she is living in a hospital, County home, night shelter, or other such institution and is so living because he/she has no accommodation of the kind referred to in paragraph (a), and he/she, in the opinion of the authority, unable to provide accommodation from his/her own resources. 
(iv)  Families or persons evicted through no fault of their own on foot of a Court Order who are not in a financial position to provide their own housing.

(v)  Exceptional medical/compassionate grounds.

(i)  Persons aged 55 or over

Applicants with overall priority will be given priority over other applicants in the letting of available accommodation in the order of priority indicated above.

Where priority for housing accommodation is claimed on grounds consisting of or including medical grounds, regard shall be had to the report of the Council’s Medical Advisors.

The allocation of emergency accommodation is administered by the Homeless Persons Unit in conjunction with South Dublin County Council.  Applicants who find themselves in need of this type of accommodation must present to the Homeless Persons Unit who will arrange accommodation.  They then must contact South Dublin County Council where their homeless situation will be assessed. 

The Housing List is 'live'.  Applicants can view their position on the Housing List via the website using their individual Reference and PIN number which is issued to the applicant on approval of their application.  Alternatively, applicants can contact Allocations Section by phone or call to Customer Care.  In June 2007 South Dublin County Council  compiled the current Housing List and notified all applicants in writing of their position.  It is envisaged to produce the next Housing List in June 2008 and duly notify applicants. 

Applicants will be waiting 3 years on average before offer of accommodation.
(C/0056/08) 
MARKET VALUE OF LAND



QUESTION: Councillor T. McDermott  
To ask the Manager to explain in detail how he establishes the market value of land to be disposed of by the Council and will he make a statement on the matter.

REPLY:
Where land is identified by the Council which is surplus to its immediate and long term requirements the Council seeks to maximise the use and value of the asset through its disposal.  It is the policy of the Council to place these lands for sale on the open market and subject to the Chief Valuer's recommendation to present a report to the Elected Council for its consideration to dispose of the lands.  

In circumstances where adjoining landowners wish to acquire small areas of land in Council ownership the Chief Valuer negotiates directly either with the individual or their agent the sale of the lands.  The negotiated consideration reflects  the state of the market pertaining at the date of agreement between the parties.  Again the terms negotiated by the Chief Valuer are placed before the Elected Council for consideration.
(C/0057/08) BIN TAX WAIVER



QUESTION: Councillor M. Murphy 
To ask the Manager how can the Council justify refusing a Bin Tax Waiver to residents who recently became a pensioners on the basis that they have been billed for arrears but not paid them as these pensioners used their workplace refuse system up to the time they retired.

REPLY:
While every case has to be assessed on its own merits, and if the Member is referring to a particular case then the details should be forwarded to the Senior Executive Officer, Waste Services for an investiagtion, in general the current waiver scheme is based on meeting the following criteria:

1. Where the sole income of the household is from the Department of Social, Community and Family Affairs Allowance or pension or
2. Where the total income of the household is exempt from income tax under the Finance Acts or
3. Where in the opinion of the County Manager the payment of the charge would result in personal hardship.

If there are outstanding arrears, waiver applications for 2008 will not be processed unless the household was entitled to a waiver for the period for which the arrears relate to.  If alternative arrangements  were made for waste disposal during the relevant period, proof of disposal methods wil be required before a current waiver will be granted.

It should be noted that if any member of the household is paying income tax, then the household does not qualify for a waiver.  Only those households outside the tax net will qualify.
(C/0058/08) COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN

QUESTION: Councillor G. O'Connell 
To ask the Manager responsible to report on progress and efforts to date to achieve the Objectives in the current 2004 -2010 County Development Plan that refer to provide for :

-(A) an outer road and a new crossing of the River Liffey West of Lucan

-(B) a connection to the M50 at Cloverhill

-(C) a Library for Palmerstown.

REPLY:
A) New Crossing West of Lucan
The long term objective of a Western Outer Distributor Route described as "North South Road West of Adamstown SDZ linking N7 to N4 and on to Fingal" on Table 13.7 of the County Development Plan has been the subject of Preliminary Route Selection by the Council’s Road Design Section and consulting engineers and a number of route options have been identified within the county boundaries.

The recent Lucan Traffic Report has shown the need for a second Liffey Crossing close to Lucan Village to relieve traffic congestion in the Village.  This report indicated a bridge crossing the River Liffey just west of Lucan with a connection to the Leixlip Interchange on the N4 and a road link to the Fingal County Road Network east of Leixlip.

Work to date on the Western Distributor Route and second Lucan Liffey Crossing has consisted of identification of route options and Preliminary Route Selection.

It is estimated that the construction costs of this route at current day costs would be in the region of €30 million.

Co-ordination of the advancement and prioritisation of the project with Fingal County Council and the identification of funding for the link road have yet to be addressed

B)    M50 at Cloverhill
The National Roads Authority has indicated in recent correspondence that it is not in favour of an interchange connection to the M50 at Cloverhill and would reject any application to construct such an interchange.

 It is the policy of the NRA not to allow the development of any additional junctions on the M50 because existing junctions are already very closely spaced and spare motorway capacity to facilitate additional junctions is not available on this strategically vital motorway corridor.

C)    Library - Palmerstown
Objectives for the provision of a Digital Hub/Virtual Library in Palmerstown have been included in the infrastructure section of the Library Development Plan 2007– 2011. 

A special meeting of the Council has been arranged for 21st February to consider the 3 Year Capital Programme 2008 - 2010 and the availability of capital finance resources to support the Programme.The provision of the Library Project in Palmerstown together with other Community Infrastructure Projects  etc will be considererd further in the context of this 3 year Capital Programme.
(C/0059/08)
CO-OP LANDS

QUESTION: Councillor G. O'Connell 
To ask the Manager to report in relation to the former Coop Lands at Leixlip Rd Lucan and if anything has been done to have the site made safe and if it is under consideration for a park and ride now that the other site has been turned down by An Bord?

REPLY: 
The Co-op Lands are in private ownership, and, as such, are the responsibility of the owner(s) to maintain  in a safe manner. With regard to the Bord Pleanála decision, it is currently under consideration and proposals with regard to how South Dublin County Council should proceed will be brought to the Council for discussion in due course.

It should be noted that prior to agreeing terms with Shelbourne Developments regarding the acquisition of the Cooldrinagh lands, the Valuer had sought to acquire all/part of the Tara Co Op Site but was unable to do so due to a wide divergence of views on values and the owners development expectations for the land the subject of the Local Zoning Objective.
(C/0060/08) REPLACEMENT WINDOWS AND KITCHENS



QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy  
To ask the Manager if he will consider making available to tenants of Council houses and flats/apartments interest free loans to finance (a) replacement windows and/or (b) replacement fitted kitchens, along the lines of the schemes operated  by Dublin City Council and if he will make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:  
All Council homes built post - 1996 are fitted with double glazed windows.

In order to maximise energy efficiency in the Council 's rented housing stock and in the interest of achieving common quality standards, the County Architetcts Department in association with the Housing Projects Section has decided to proceed with a number of programmes including a countwide Window Replacement Programme. This programme commenced in November 2006. To date 500 homes in Killinarden Estate, Drumcairn Estate, Kilcarrig Estate, and Knockmore Estate in Tallaght and St Marks Estate and Rowlagh Estate in Clondalkin have been completed under the Window Replacement Programme. A further 645 homes have been fitted with new double glazed units under various refurbishment programmes.  

It is intended to roll out this programme until all Council rented homes have double glazed windows. South Dublin County Council as the landlord has responsibility in ensuring that all works carried out in Council homes are carrried out within all current building regulations with health and safety in mind at all times.

Housing Maintenance Section commenced a Kitchen Replacement Programme in 2006 and to date 179 units have been replaced. It is intended to continue to run this programme to replace all  units identified as requiring replacement. A further 645 homes have been fitted with new kitchens under various refurbshment programmes.

South Dublin County Council will  research  all the details of the loan scheme operated by Dublin City Council including the funding, repayment method, and operation of the scheme. This report will be presented to the Council in the near future.
(C/0061/08) DUBLIN MOUNTAIN INITIATIVE

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy  
To ask the Manager if he can make a report on the Council's response to the proposal of the Dublin Mountain Initiative for the development of a public recreational park in the Dublin mountains? 

REPLY:
The Council are currently engaged in a project, with others, to devise a recreational management strategy for land currently in State ownership in the Dublin Mountains

The overall objective of this project is to develop an integrated outdoor recreation strategy that seeks to link all existing and potential outdoor recreation components including access routes, in particular, forests and other public or state owned land with existing recreational use or recreational potential in the Dublin Mountains area over the 10 year period to 2017.

A Steering Group, comprising representatives of South Dublin County Council, Coillte Teoranta (The Irish Forestry Board), Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council, The National Parks and Wildlife Service and The Dublin Mountains Initiative was established to oversee the development of such a strategy.

The preparation of the plan is nearing completion, and will be brought to the attention of and circulated to the members as soon as practicable.   Provision has been made in the budget for 2008 for the Council to contribute to the initialisation and implementation of the strategy.
(C/0062/08)
RATES REVALUATION

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy 
To ask the Manager if he can provide a report on the consequences for businesses in the County of the new valuations for the purpose of rates arising from the review implemented by the Valuation Office and if he can confirm that some businesses will be subject to rate demands which are over 25% higher than there previous rates liability and if he can make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:
The purpose of revaluation, which arises from the Valuation Act of 2001, is to bring more equity, fairness and transparency into the local authority rating system. Following revaluation there will be a much closer and uniform relationship between the current rental values of property and their commercial rates liability.  The revaluation is a nationwide project which has been piloted in the County of South Dublin.

The Revaluation Unit, of the Valuation Office of Ireland, began the process in November 2005 in the local authority area of South Dublin County Council.  This process will now continue in the administrative area of Fingal County Council.  Final valuation certificates were issued, by the Valuation Office, to rate payers in the administrative area of South Dublin County Council in December 2007.  The rate payer has a right of appeal against the valuation so affixed.  Appeals must be returned to the Valuation Office of Ireland by 08/02/2008.

The new valuations, resultant from the revaluation process, become effective from 01/01/08 and ratepayers have been informed of the Annual Rate on Valuation for the South Dublin administrative area for the year 2008.

The existing valuation lists did not reflect the major shifts in property values that had occurred over the years. The revaluation will bring more equity, fairness and transparency into the local authority rating system by bringing valuations into line with current property rental values. This will ensure that local authority commercial rates are assessed on the basis of an up-to-date list of valuations of commercial and industrial properties.

A revaluation will result in a redistribution of the commercial rates liability between ratepayers in a rating authority area based on current rental values.

It is true to say that the revaluation has resulted in significant changes to the rates assessment of some of the properties assessed.  A substantial increase to the rates payable has been noted in some cases while in others there has been a marked decrease in the rates assessment.   It is the case that the rates demanded in 2008 will show an increase of more than 25% in some cases. However, regardless of increases or decreases to the valuation of individual properties, the comparative increase in the total rates income of South Dublin will be no greater than in the years prior to revaluation. The Local Authority does not materially benefit from the revaluation process.

In order to give ratepayers notice of the proposed change, the Valuation’s Office, in May 2007, informed each ratepayer of the revaluation process. On the 5th June 2007 the Valuation Office posted Proposed Valuation Certificates to each ratepayer. This certificate stated the new valuation proposed for the ratepayer’s property under the revaluation process. The ratepayer was also informed that they could make representations to the Valuation Office before the 2nd. July 2007 if they were dissatisfied with the proposed valuation or any details contained in the Proposed Valuation Certificate.

Also, as previously stated, ratepayers have a right to appeal any valuation to the Valuation Office by 08/2/2008.   There is a further right of appeal to the Valuation Tribunal.  This is an independent body set up to settle disputed valuations between the Commissioner of Valuation and ratepayers.

Any queries with regard to the rateable valuation affixed by revaluation, or the processes by which this valuation was reached, should be addressed to the Valuation Office of Ireland, Irish Life Centre, Abbey Street Lower, Dublin 1. Ph: (01)8171000. Further information may be had at http://www.valoff.ie
Arrangements are being made to have the Valuation List as compiled by the Valuation Office available on the Members Net.
(C/0063/08) 
VACANT HOUSING UNITS

QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren 
To ask the Manager if he could give a breakdown in terms of social/ private housing and apartment/ other housing in terms of the 5,407 housing units that were recorded as unoccupied or vacant in terms of the recent data from the 2006 Census for South Dublin County Council’s administrative area, and if he will make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:
The Council’s Housing Stock in 2006 was calculated at 7,967.  There were 86 vacant dwellings in that stock on 23rd April 2006. 

Houses become vacant for a wide variety of reasons including fire damage , surrender , eviction , abandonment  by the tenant and vandalism by anti-social elements within the community. 

The vacancies that arise from these reasons require each house to be fully repaired and made fit for re-allocation by the Council.

The time scale required for repairs can vary  ( depending on the nature and extent of the work required  ) from 1 month to 9 months or more and this explains why queries often arise regarding vacant / boarded up houses.

The Council must follow prescribed legal procedures to re-acquire a house that has been abandoned.  At lease 28 days must elapse before action can be taken on an Abandonment Notice.
(C/0064/08) 
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS


It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0065/08) GRANT OF LEASE OF UPPER FLOOR OFFICE SPACE AT BLOCK C, CHAMBER HOUSE, AND 40 CAR SPACES AT BASEMENT LEVEL – 3, BLOCK A, TALLAGHT CROSS EAST, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 TO HEALTH SERVICE EXECUTIVE (HSE)
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The Council at its Meeting held on the 14th January 2002, Minute No. C33-02 resolved to dispose of a site comprising 3.85 acres or thereabouts at Belgard Square North/West, Town Centre Tallaght to Keenbury Properties Ltd. The conditions of disposal provided “inter alia” that Keenbury Properties Ltd would, at its own expense, provide the Council with an office suite of not less than 40,000 square feet gross to a modern “shell” specification referred to as Block “C” Chamber House. Following consultation and agreement between the parties it was agreed that as the new County Arts Building involved the demolition of a section of the County Library that Block “C” would be relocated to Council owned lands adjacent to the Library to facilitate replacement space for the space lost and for further expansion of the Library into the lower and upper ground floors of Block “C”, Chamber House. This relocation facilitated the expansion of the County Library and the creation of a more viable Public Square in the Keenbury Development. The relocation has had no financial impact on the negotiated package.

Block “C” Chamber House has been built in accordance with Planning Permission Reg. Ref. SD05A-0085 and in full compliance with Building Regulations and is fit for immediate occupation. The building is circa 47,738 sq feet (4,435 Sq m). The Library is currently expanding into the lower and upper ground floors. The remaining 4 upper floors in Block “C” Chamber House are accessed from a separate entrance off the Public Square via a lobby with its own lifts and toilets. This lettable office space/accommodation is surplus to the Councils requirements and is available for Lease.

An application has been received from the Health Service Executive (HSE) to acquire by way of Lease the remaining accommodation in Block “C”, Chamber House. It is proposed in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provision of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 that the Council dispose of the 4 upper Floors together with the ground floor access lobby in Block “C” , Chamber House comprising 2,257 sq. m(24,295 sq.ft) nett internal area of office space and 40 car spaces for staff use only in Basement Level -3.The Councils Valuer  has recommend acceptance of the following terms and conditions which he considers to be fair and reasonable:-

1. That the Lease shall commence on an agreed date (see Condition 3 below) and be for a period of twenty-five years.

2. That the Lease demise to the Health Service Executive (HSE) shall include floors 1, 2, 3 & 4 in Block C, together with a ground floor access lobby at Block C  onto  the Civic Square.  The net internal area of the office space is 2,257 sq m (24,295 sq ft).

The demise will include 40 underground staff use only car spaces reserved in one location at basement Level – 3, Block A”, Tallaght Cross East, Tallaght, Dublin 24.  Access to the car spaces to be available at all times but via a card operated barrier system or equivalent system. The location of the spaces to be determined by the Council. Each authorised user must display a valid parking permit clearly indicating that the vehicle is authorised to park in the designated area. 

It will be a matter for the Lessee in conjunction with the Car Park Management Company to ensure control of unauthorised car parking in the allocated spaces.              

3. That the rent for the first five years of the Lease shall be in the sum of €703,080 per annum (seven hundred and three thousand and eighty euro) inclusive   of  rent in respect of car spaces payable quarterly in advance by electronic transfer.  There shall be a rent-free period with rent becoming payable as and from 1st July, 2008 (unless there is a third party appeal to An Bord Pleanála against a planning permission arising under 10 below whereupon the rent would become payable on a date three months from the date of grant of planning permission by An Bord Pleanála.

Note:  In the event of a refusal of permission by the Planning Authority or by An Bord Pleanála following a third party appeal, the Council, at its absolute discretion, may decide to terminate this agreement.  For the purposes of clarity the Council would also reserve the right to terminate the Agreement if the HSE choose to appeal a Planning Authority decision arising under 10 below.

4. That this transaction shall impose no VAT liability on the HSE.

5. That the Lease shall be on a full repairing and insurance basis with the HSE also liable for rates and any other statutory charges and taxes.

6. That there shall be no service charge or estate charge liability on the HSE in respect of Block C.  The HSE shall pay for recorded use of electricity, gas, water and any other utility services provided by the Council or others.

7. That the HSE will be liable to pay a service charge in respect of the 40 underground car spaces which will be billed annually in arrears based on an apportionment of any charges and costs incurred by the Council in the operation and usage of the Level –3 Block A car park.

8. That the lease shall incorporate five yearly rent reviews from the date of commencement of the lease with the passing rent to be revised to the full open market yearly rental value of the demised areas or the passing rent, whichever is the greater.

9. That the lease shall incorporate a ‘break’ clause at the end of year fifteen subject to the Council receiving at least six months notice and a lump sum penalty payment equivalent to six months rent (of the passing rent at that time) in addition to any rental payments due.

10. That the demised area shall be used for office and low level medical type uses incorporating public attendance, consultation, treatment and exercise areas,  together with staff car parking only in the 40 underground car spaces.  Full planning permission will be required for the uses, any works and signage proposed by the HSE.  In this respect a planning application must be lodged by the HSE no later than 29th February 2008.

In relation to medical uses the following special conditions shall apply:

a) Any ‘out of hours’ (i.e. between the hours of 6pm to 8am weekdays and all day at weekends) services to be operated by the Lessee shall be by appointment  only.  Any variation of the provisions of this special condition shall be by prior agreement between the parties to the proposed Lease.

b) There shall be no drug addiction counselling nor any methadone or drug related dispensing services provided at the premises, and 

11. That the Block C demised area shall be maintained to a very high standard in terms of security, cleanliness, queuing systems, avoidance of loitering, anti-lttering measures, non-obstruction of public areas, passageways and windows and shall seek to avoid or cause any nuisance, noise or disturbance to the public library below and adjoining the demised area.

12. That the Council’s Law Agent shall prepare a draft Lease and shall include terms and conditions to reflect the agreement reached and to protect  the Council’s interest in the demised area and in adjoining areas (including the Civic Square) and buildings.

13. That each party shall be responsible for their own fees in this matter.

14. That the proposal is subject to the necessary approvals and consents being obtained.

15. That no agreement enforceable by law is created or intended to be created until an exchange of Contracts has taken place.

The lands being disposed of were acquired from (Dublin Corporation) now Dublin City Council in 1992 and 1994 for the development of the Civic Offices and Extension. Block “C” Chamber House was constructed on Council owned lands by way of Building Licence.  The car spaces being disposed of are being acquired from Keenbury Properties Ltd by way of a Long Lease. 

J. Horan, 
County Manager.” 
It was proposed by Councillor  D. Keating, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and RESOLVED:

“That in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provision of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 that the Council dispose of the 4 upper Floors together with the ground floor access lobby in Block “C” , Chamber House comprising 2,257 sq. m(24,295 sq.ft) nett internal area of office space and 40 car spaces for staff use only in Basement Level -3 in accordance with the terms specified in the foregoing report. 
(C/0066/08) PROPOSED GRANT OF LEASE OF 8 UNDERGROUND CAR SPACES AT BASEMENT LEVEL - 3, BLOCK A, TALLAGHT CROSS EAST, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 TO THE COMMISSIONERS OF PUBLIC  WORKS IN IRELAND (DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND SCIENCE)
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The Council at its meeting held on the 10th November, 2003 Minute No. C-1098-03 resolved to dispose by way of a 20 year Lease of (part) of ground floor and 1st Floor Offices in the County Hall, Town Centre, Tallaght, Dublin 24 to the Commissioners of Public Works on behalf of the Department of Education and Science. The terms of disposal provided “inter alia” :-

“On completion of construction of the lands immediately adjacent County Hall, where disposal was approved by the Council and under the terms of which car parking spaces were to be made available to the Council, the Council shall terminate the Licence Agreement with the Square Management Company for car parking (14 spaces) and shall offer 14 car spaces in the new Development at the full open market value to the Lessee under a separate lease agreement.  This Lease will include an Arbitration clause in the event of disagreement between the parties as to the rental value.  In the interim, the Council will grant a licence to the Lessee to use 14 designated car parking spaces in the Square multi-storey car park at a rate to be agreed between the Council and the Management of the Square Shopping Centre. “

The Council’s Valuer was requested to enter into negotiations with the Commissioner of Public Works in Ireland in respect of the allocation of car spaces in Basement Level – 3,Block A, Tallaght Cross East, Tallaght ,Dublin 24 to the Department of Education and Science .It is proposed in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act,2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act,2001 that the Council grant a Lease to the Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland of 8 underground Car Spaces for staff use only in Basement Level -3,Block A, Tallaght Cross East, Tallaght, Dublin 24 subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer:-

1. That the demise shall comprise 8 underground car spaces, for staff use only, reserved in one block at Basement Level –3, Block A., Tallaght Cross East, Tallaght Dublin 24.  Access to the car spaces shall be available at all times but via a card operated barrier system or equivalent system. The location of the spaces to be determined by the Council. Each authorised user must display a valid parking permit clearly indicating that the vehicle is authorised to park in the designated area.

It will be a matter for the Lessee in conjunction with the Management Company to ensure control of unauthorised car parking in the allocated spaces. A formal lease map shall be prepared and included with the lease.

2. That the Lease shall be co-terminus with the existing Lease between the parties at the County Hall extension, Town Centre, Tallaght, Dublin 24, and shall include many similar terms to those in the existing Lease.

3. That the initial rent, payable from the date of commencement of use of the car spaces (which will become the date of commencement of the Lease as executed), shall be in the sum of €24,000 (twenty four thousand euro) per annum.  There is no V.A.T. payable on this rent. The rent shall be payable quarterly in advance by electronic transfer to the Council’s nominated bank account.

4. That the rent payable shall be reviewed at five yearly intervals from the date of commencement of the Lease on the basis of the full open market yearly rental value of the car spaces at the relevant times or the passing rent, whichever is the greater.

5. That the Lessee shall be liable to pay a service charge in respect of the 8 underground car spaces which will be billed annually in arrears based on an apportionment of any charges and costs incurred by the Council in the operation and usage of the Basement Level -3, Block A, Tallaght Cross East car park.

6. That the Council’s Law Agent shall prepare a draft Lease and at his discretion shall include any terms and conditions he deems necessary in the circumstances.

7. That each party shall be responsible for their own fees in this matter.

8. That the proposal is subject to the necessary approvals and consents being obtained.

9. That no agreement enforceable by law is created or intended to be created until and exchange of Contract has taken place.

The Car Spaces being disposed of are being acquired from Keenbury Properties Ltd by way of a long Lease.

 J. Horan, 
County Manager.” 
It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act,2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act,2001 that the Council grant a Lease to the Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland of 8 underground Car Spaces for staff use only in Basement Level -3,Block A, Tallaght Cross East, Tallaght, Dublin 24 in accordance with the terms specified in the foregoing report. 

(C/0067/08) PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTY AT 6 MONTPELIER COURT, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“South Dublin County Council agreed to the surrender of a one bedroom apartment at 6 Montpelier Court, Tallaght, Dublin 24 from Anthony Leydon on the 5th October 2007 due to the aforementioned borrower defaulting on repayment of his Council loan. The property was placed for sale on the open market by Lowe and Associates Estate Agents in October 2007, the highest offer received was made by Ms Monia Galardi, of 32 Rossecourt Way, Lucan, Co Dublin in the sum of €130,000.00.   

It is now proposed to dispose of the Council’s interest in the property at 6 Montpelier Court, Tallaght Dublin 24 to Ms Monia Galardi, of 32 Rossecourt Way, Lucan, Co Dublin for the sum of €130,000.

The consent of the council to this disposal is sought in accordance with S88 of the Housing Act 1966 subject to the provisions of S183 of the Local Government Act 2001 as amended.

Joe Horan

County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor  D. Keating, seconded by Councillor M. Daly and RESOLVED:

“That the Council dispose of its interest in the property at 6 Montpelier Court, Tallaght Dublin 24 to Ms Monia Galardi, of 32 Rossecourt Way, Lucan, Co Dublin for the sum of €130,000.”
(C/0068/08) LEASE OF TELECOMMUNICATION DUCTS IN GRANGE CASTLE BUSINESS PARK TO EIRCOM LTD
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The Council in its capacity as developer of Grange Castle Business Park and having regard to the principles of good estate management in the interests of the Park as a whole has provided a range of infrastructural services to service and facilitate clients locating in the Park. 

Among the essential services provided are Telecommunications Ducts provided and installed around the Park serving the potential sites.  The Ducts have been provided in two phases.  Phase 1 having a length of 3,600 metres and Phase 2 having a length of 3,930 metres giving a total length loop of 7,530 metres. 

Manager’s Order LA/168/2006 recommended terms for the granting of a Lease to Eircom Limited in respect of Duct 1 in Phase 1 and this was noted at the meeting of the Council held on 19th September, 2006. 

Eircom Limited have now applied for a Lease in respect of Duct 1, Phase 2 in order to complete the loop.  I recommend that the Council grant a Lease to Eircom Limited, 114 St. Stephens Green West, Dublin 2 in respect of underground telecommunication Duct 1, Phase 2 at Grange Castle Business Park for the purposes of providing telecommunications within the Park, in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions:- 

1. To use Duct No. 1 Phase 2, for the transmission and reception of telecommunications signals in digital data and impulse signals and for no other    purpose what so ever. 

2. The ducts measuring 3,930 metres or thereabouts  comprise of two way ducting including all chambers, manholes, junctions chambers and covers but   excluding surrounding soil or the surface, except where the cover of a chamber or junction chamber is on and includes the surface.    

3. The Lease shall be for a term of 999 years subject to payment of a Capital Premium of €226,092.90 which shall be paid over a period of 4 years with yearly instalments of €56,523.23, commencing on 1st February, 2008. 

4. The rent reserved in the Lease shall be €100 per annum reviewable every 5 years by reference to the Consumer Price Index.

5. In the event of consent being granted to a change of use of the Ducts the Lessee shall pay €150 per metre increased by reference to the Consumer Price  Index   or the open market value of the Ducts at the date of application for consent.  In the event of dispute the matter will be referred to an independent professional valuer nominated by the President of the Irish Auctioneers and Valuers Institute and his determination shall be binding.

6. Any breach in the terms of the Lease not remedied within 60 days of the service of notice or in the event of the liquidation or receivership of the  Company  the Council shall be entitled to terminate the Lease by written notice. 

7. The Lessee shall obtain the prior written consent of the Council, which consent shall not be unreasonably withheld, for the purpose of repairing, renewing, maintaining, inspecting or replacing the ducts. 

8. Reinstatement works shall be carried out in accordance with the guidelines for opening, backfilling and reinstatement of trenches in public roads as  published by the Department of the Environment and Local Government in, April 2002 or as amended from time to time. 

9. The Council reserves the right, at its expense, to alter or vary the route of the duct or any part thereof, for the purpose of facilitating any present or  future development of the Park.

10. The Lessee shall furnish on demand:- 

(i)  A statement listing any alterations and/or additions to the services in the ducts.

(ii) Copy of current licence for the use of the Ducts/Services provided through them from the Minister for Communications, Marine and National Resources or  other regulatory authority and satisfactory evidence that all fees have been paid up to date. 

(iii)  Furnish annually site maps and as built drawings detailing new extensions to the existing infrastructure including drop connection routes. 

11. The Lessee is to ensure that all parts of the Ducts including the chambers, manholes and covers are permanently and securely covered with covers of   sufficient design and strength to withstand the weight of such vehicular, pedestrian and other traffic that may be reasonably expected to pass over them.

12. The Lessee shall not assign, transfer, mortgage or share the possession or occupation of the ducts or any part thereof without the prior written consent  of the Council, which consent shall not be unreasonably withheld.

13. The Lessee shall acknowledge that it shall be reasonable for the Council to withhold its consent under term 12 if the Council has spare capacity in any services ducts in the Park.

14. To keep the ducts insured with a reputable insurer against loss or damage in a sum sufficient to cover the full cost of reinstating the ducts  including  Architects fees, site clearance costs, allowances for cost and price inflation, VAT, stamp duties and all other incidental expenses in connection with the rebuilding of the ducts. 

15. To indemnify and keep indemnified the Council against all and any expenses, costs, claims, demands, damages and other liabilities, in respect of any  claim made directly or indirectly out of the occupation of the Council’s lands or the failure by the Lessee to comply with its obligations.  The minimum limit of indemnity required is €10m for any single event.

16. At all times during the occupation of the Council’s lands the Lessee shall comply with all statutory requirements and enactments and execute at its own expense any works or arrangements that may be required. 

17. Each party shall be responsible for its own legal costs in this matter. 

18. The Lease Agreement shall contain such other terms and conditions as are deemed appropriate by the County Solicitor in Leases of this nature. 

The lands being disposed of were acquired from Mr. Thomas Beattie in 1978, Mr. Alfred Beattie in 1997, Mr. Mervin Eager in 1999, Mr. Bernard Murphy in 1980, Mrs. Mary T. Blaney in 1997, Mr. Robert Beattie in 2000 and Mrs. Elizabeth Beattie in 1997 for Housing, Industrial and Future Development purposes. 

 J. Horan, 
County Manager.” 
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. Ridge and J. Lahart.

Ms. E. O’Gorman, Senior Executive Officer responded to the Members’ queries.

It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating , seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and RESOLVED:

“That the Council grant a Lease to Eircom Limited, 114 St. Stephens Green West, Dublin 2 in respect of underground telecommunication Duct 1, Phase 2 at Grange Castle Business Park for the purposes of providing telecommunications within the Park, in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 in accordance with the terms specified in the foregoing report.”
(C/0069/08) LD 1253  RE:  PROPOSED LEASE OF LAND AT TYMON PARK ADJACENT TO EXISTING FAUGHS GAA CLUB PREMISES AT WELLINGTON LANE, TEMPLEOGUE, DUBLIN 6W TO FACILITATE PROVISION OF ALL WEATHER PITCH AND BALL WALL.    
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Faughs GAA Club has applied to the Council to lease a site at Tymon Park, adjacent to the Club’s existing premises at Wellington Lane, Templeogue, Dublin 6W to facilitate provision of all weather pitch and ball wall partly on the site to be leased from the Council and part on the Club’s own lands.

The Club propose to apply for planning permission for these works.  

Accordingly, I recommend that the Council disposes, by way of  lease, of a site comprising 395.76 square metres or thereabouts at Tymon Park adjacent to the Faughs GAA Club’s premises at Wellington Lane, Templeogue, Dublin 6W as shown shaded in green and cross-hatched  on Indicative Drawing No. LD 1190, to the Trustees of  Faughs GAA Club  in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 and subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer: -

1. That the area of land to be leased is as shown shaded in green and cross-hatched  on Indicative Drawing No. LD 1190, comprising 395.76 sq.m. or thereabouts.  The site to be surveyed and accurate disposal maps to be prepared.

2. The lease to be for a term to coincide with the term remaining on the lease for the adjoining Clubhouse lands i.e. lease dated 18 December 1989 between the Council and Trustees of Faughs GAA Club which provides for a lease of lands to the Club for a term of 99 years commencing on 29/09/1988.

3. That Faughs GAA Club  shall arrange for the replanting of the existing woodland that has to be removed to facilitate this proposal.  The proposed woodland is to be planted immediately adjacent to this site and shall comprise the same number of species and specimen sizes as exists at present.

4. That in order to provide sufficient space for the proposed replacement trees, the Club arranges for the infill of a section of the adjacent lake, equal in area to the total area of the disposal.

5. That a landscape consultant be engaged to plan and manage the removal of existing trees, the infill of the lake and the replanting of new trees.

6. That any boundary treatment be in accordance with the specification of the Council’s Senior Parks Superintendent and that the proposed boundary with Tymon Park shall consist of a low wall and high railings constructed of round bars of mild steel, galvanised and plastic coated.

7. The site to be used solely for community and recreational purposes, more specifically for the provision of an all weather pitch and ball wall and in the event of it ceasing to be used for such purposes to revert free of charge to the Council or the appropriate commercial rent shall be applied as determined by the Council’s Valuer.  

8. The rent exclusive of rates and all other outgoings for which the lessee is responsible shall be at the full commercial rental value of the site which would be in the sum of € 5,000 (five thousand Euro) per annum subject to five yearly reviews as determined by the Council’s Valuer.

Notwithstanding the rent so reserved, the rent payable as long as the land is used solely for the purpose of carrying on activities associated with a local community based amateur sports organisation as per Condition 4 above shall be €200 (two hundred euro) per annum exclusive of rates and other outgoings (if demanded), with five yearly rent reviews, by reference to changes in the Consumer Price Index, as determined by the Council’s Valuer.

9. That the all weather pitch and ball wall together with any other structures to be provided on the site be constructed in accordance with the relevant Planning Permissions and Building Regulations and that the Lessees will comply at all times with the requirements of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Acts,1963 – 2000, the Planning and Development Act 2000, the Building Control Act, 1990 and the Building Regulations 1991 – 1994, Building Control Regulations 1997 and any amendments or re-enactment currently in force, or to be enacted in the future, in respect of the said Acts and Regulations.

10. 
The Lessee shall not carry out any alteration or development to the facility or erect any structures or make any excavation without the prior written consent of the Council.

11. That any signage be in accordance with the specification of the Council’s Senior Parks Superintendent.

12. That the Lessees shall not use the lands or any part thereof as a residence.

13. That the lessees shall not sell, assign, sub-let, sub-divide, alienate or part with the possession of the premises without the written consent of the Council.

14. The lessees shall indemnify the Council in the sum of €6.4 million (six million four hundred thousand euro) or such other sum as may be stipulated by the Council from time to time in respect of any one accident against any third party claims, actions or demands arising out of the Lessees’ occupation of the property including the access road thereto.

15. The Lessees to insure and keep insured the premises and every part thereof in a sum equivalent to the full replacement value at all times in the joint names of the Council and the Lessees against loss or damage by fire or other cause in an established Insurance Office to be approved by the Council and to pay all premiums or such sum of money necessary for that purpose and within 7 days after the same has become payable to produce to the Council the policy or policies of such insurance and the receipt for every such payment.

16. The Lessees shall keep the premises and surrounding area including the access in a good state of repair and carry out all necessary maintenance.  An authorised official of the Council shall be entitled to enter onto the property at any time to view the state and condition of the premises, and if necessary to prepare a schedule of repairs/improvements to be carried out by the Lessees within a reasonable period of time as stated by the Council.

17. That, bearing in mind that the proposed facility will be largely funded by public monies and in order to ensure that efficient use is made of public funds and lands, the Lessee shall at the direction of the Council make adequate provision for the use of the property by other Sports Clubs, organisations and schools in the area at reasonable times and rates subject to it being used in a proper manner and subject to availability and furthermore that any Clubs, organisations and schools that may be given use of the property should ensure that they are adequately insured with their own policy of insurance for any such events organised therein, that the Lessee’s insurance should not be affected by any event which they have not directly organised or are not directly involved with.

18. The Lessees shall at all times maintain the premises in such condition that it shall be an amenity to the neighbourhood and a place of pleasant resort and not to allow it to be used so as to be a nuisance to members of the public.

19. The Lessees shall at all times maintain proper order in or about the premises.

20. That the Lessees shall at all times comply with the requirement of Waste Management and Litter Pollution legislation both existing or as amended or extended in the future. 

21. The Council may by notice in writing to the Lessees cancel this agreement and revoke the lease if the Lessees breach any condition contained herein or fail to observe and perform all the terms of the lease.

22. In the context of any future redesign or redevelopment of the lands, the Council shall have the absolute right, for no consideration, to resume possession of the site (and any building erected on it) and to relocate the Lessees temporarily or permanently to an equivalent site in the locality.

23. The Council shall have the right to wayleaves for no consideration through any lands included in the lease or any related areas, or lands to which it holds title, subject to the appropriate reinstatement of any lands so affected.

24. That the County Solicitor shall draft the necessary legal Agreement and may include further terms and conditions as are deemed appropriate including an appropriate arbitration clause in order to protect the Council’s interest in this case.  In the case of disputes concerning valuation issues in the Agreement the arbitration clause shall refer to the appointment of a Chartered Valuation Surveyor to act as arbitrator.  This person to be appointed by agreement between the parties or in default of agreement to be appointed by the President of the Society of Chartered Surveyors in the Republic of Ireland.  The costs of any arbitration to be borne equally by the parties.

25. That each party will be responsible for its own costs and fees in this matter.

26. That the above proposal is subject to satisfactory proof of title.

27. No agreement enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until exchange of contracts has taken place.

The lands  being disposed of form part of lands acquired  from Kennedy Brothers in 1980 for open space purposes.


J. Horan, 

County manager.” 

It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor C. Keane and RESOLVED:

“That the Council disposes, by way of  lease, of a site comprising 395.76 square metres or thereabouts at Tymon Park adjacent to the Faughs GAA Club’s premises at Wellington Lane, Templeogue, Dublin 6W as shown shaded in green and cross-hatched  on Indicative Drawing No. LD 1190, to the Trustees of  Faughs GAA Club  in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 and subject to the terms specified in the foregoing report.”
(C/0070/08)
APPLICATION FOR A COUNTYWIDE COMMUNITY ACTIVITY EVENT WITH A COUNTYWIDE INTEREST
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“An application for a grant under the South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant to this organisation, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group            
	Type of Application  
	Date of Application
	Amount  

	GF 1668
	Dublin Community Games, Carmichael House, North Brunswick Street, Dublin 7.
	Countywide Community Activity Event with a Countywide Interest towards the annual Dublin Community Games including the development of  Community Games in the Clondalkin & Tallaght Area.”
	19/12/07
	€5,000


It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor M. Daly and RESOLVED:

“That South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grant as recommended in the foregoing report.”
(C/0071/08)
COMMENCEMENT OF WORKS AT BOHERBOY WATER SUPPLY SCHEME

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The Boherboy Water Supply Scheme involves a major upgrading and expansion of the water supply network and storage infrastructure in the  areas of Saggart, Rathcoole, Newcastle, Brownsbarn, Citywest, the southern parts of Tallaght and areas of Ballycragh, Oldbawn, Knocklyon, Ballyboden and Ballycullen.  The project is being funded under the Department's Water Services Investment Programme 2007 - 2009, at a total estimated cost of €38.7million.

The area which the new scheme will serve currently has no storage reservoirs and suffers from inadequate water pressure. This scheme provides for the construction of 41km of watermain, new reservoirs at Saggart and Kiltalown and a pumping station in Saggart.  

This scheme will provide consumers with a reliable, modern water storage and supply infrastructure that will benefit not only the existing population, but will also facilitate new development in the previously mentioned areas.

 South Dublin County Council intends to enter into contracts for the construction of the scheme within the next month. The project is likely to commence in March 2008 with an expected construction period of 18 months. 

The extent of the scheme can be viewed on the Council’s website at: 

http://environment.southdublin.ie/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=307&Itemid=193
http://environment.southdublin.ie/index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=405&Itemid=206”
The report was NOTED.
(C/0072/08) 
AUTHORISATION OF OVER-EXPENDITURE 2007 

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Under Section 104 of the Local Government Act 2001, Council approval for additional increased expenditure within the following Programme Groups is required in respect of 2007. The increased expenditure is in accordance with the Revised Budget as presented in conjunction with Budget 2008 which was adopted in January 2008.  The increased expenditure in the programmes listed below is funded by a combination of savings in other programmes and increased incomes. 


Authorisation of Additional Over Expenditure for 2007

Programme

Amount of

Description

Group


Increased





Expenditure

3
1,200,000 

Increased bulk water and water
 conservation payments to Dublin City Council together with increased provision for refunds and transfer to reserves in respect of Commercial Water Charges.



4
500,000

Increased RAPID expenditure which is fully grant aided, additional contribution to tourism together with additional support costs and planning costs which are funded from increased planning application fees.

7

450,000

Increased support costs and 




principally increased expenditure





on higher education grants which is



fully recoupable from the 





Department of Education & Science”
It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor M. Ardagh and AGREED:

“That the Council approve the additional increased expenditure within the following Programme Groups which is required in respect of 2007. The increased expenditure is in accordance with the Revised Budget as presented in conjunction with Budget 2008 which was adopted in January 2008.  The increased expenditure in the programmes listed below is funded by a combination of savings in other programmes and increased incomes
Authorisation of Additional Over Expenditure for 2007

Programme

Amount of

Description

Group


Increased





Expenditure

3
1,200,000 

Increased bulk water and water
 conservation payments to Dublin City Council together with increased provision for refunds and transfer to reserves in respect of Commercial Water Charges.



4
500,000

Increased RAPID expenditure which is fully grant aided, additional contribution to tourism together with additional support costs and planning costs which are funded from increased planning application fees.

7

450,000

Increased support costs and 




principally increased expenditure





on higher education grants which is



fully recoupable from the 





Department of Education & Science”

(C/0073/08) 
RAISING OF LOAN FOR ARTHURSTOWN, LANDFILL DEVELOPMENT AND BALLYMOUNT BALING STATION WORKS

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“South Dublin County Council, on behalf of Dublin City Council, Dun Laghaire Rathdown County Council and ourselves, has the responsibility for undertaking the planning, development and operation of the landfill site at Arthurstown, Kill and the Baling Station at Ballymount.  An outline of the expenditure for capital works to cover the period to 2010 is as follows:
	
	Expenditure

	Arthurstown Landfill
Leachate Line

Capping & Site Works (incl. Odour Control)

Community Gain
	Pre-2008

€4.25m
	2008

€0.15m

€5.00m

€0.10m
	2009

€2.00m

€0.10m
	2010

€1.00m

€0.10m
	Total

€0.15m

€12.25m

€0.30m

	Sub Total
	€4.25m
	€5.25m
	€2.10m
	€1.10m
	€12.70m

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ballymount Baling Station
	€1.41m
	€0.90m
	€0.15m
	
	€2.46m

	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	
	
	€15.16m


“The engineered capping involves HDPE (High Density Polyethylene) being placed over Landfill waste in addition to 800mm subsoil and 200mm topsoil cover.  Works also include construction of a gas collection pipe network system and a leachate collection system which protects groundwater from pollution and reduces odours, as well as minimising any the fire risk from methane gas caused by waste decomposition.  The works at Ballymount Baling Station include completion of odour control, drainage and attenuation works.”
It has previously been agreed by the three Dublin Authorities that these works should be funded by means of a loan. The period of the loan will be over the remaining useful life of the facility which is estimated to be 3 years and that the seeking of approval and quotations for the loan should be arranged by South Dublin County Council.  The level of the proportionate liability for repayment for this Council is based on this Council’s % of total waste arisings for the 3 authorities.

Accordingly, the approval of the Council is now sought to the raising of a loan for €15.16m, subject to the sanction of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor T. Ridge.  

Ms. P. Poole, Director of Environment responded to the Member’s query.

It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge       and AGREED:

“That the Council APPROVE the raising of a loan for €15.16m subject to the sanction of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.”

(C/0074/08) 
LD 1190  RE: APPROVAL TO REGISTRATION OF CHARGE BY THE MINISTER FOR ARTS, SPORT AND TOURISM IN RESPECT OF DEVELOPMENT OF A FOOTBALL PITCH AND ALL-WEATHER FACILITIES AT TREEPARK ROAD,  KILNAMANAGH, DUBLIN 24 BY KILNAMANAGH AFC.
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

 “The Council’s Parks Department has recommended that the Council allocate a site at Treepark Road, Kilnamanagh, Dublin 24 to Kilnamanagh AFC for the development of a football pitch and all-weather facilities. The Club has already provided changing-room  facilities in the Kilnamanagh Family Recreation Centre adjoining the proposed site. Kilnamanagh AFC has recently obtained planning permission for the development of a football pitch and all-weather facilities on the site – Planning Reg. Ref. SD07A/0463.  The Club has been approved for grant funding in the sum of €280,000 by the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism towards the carrying out of these works. 

A condition of the payment of the grant monies requires the Council as owner of the site to enter into a Grant Agreement and a Deed of Covenant and Charge with the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism to continue the use of the facility for community/sporting purposes for a period of up to twenty two years and in the event of it failing to do so, to repay all or part of the grant on a reducing scale.  This Deed of Covenant and Charge is to be registered as a burden against the Council’s title to enable the draw down of grant monies in the sum of €280,000 (Two Hundred and Eighty Thousand Euro). 

In accordance with Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001 the Council may approve the granting of any ‘financial assistance whether by grants, loans, guarantees or other financial aid, lands or other structures etc’ for matters of this nature, such approval to be by way of resolution of the Council. The above definition would include accepting a charge against Council property in respect of funds provided by other parties for facilities constructed thereon.

Accordingly it is recommended that the Council adopt the following resolution:

“That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001,  the Council enter into a  Deed of Covenant and Charge with the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism, which is for the absolute sole purpose of securing the approved state grant funding of €280,000, to continue the use of the proposed football pitch and all weather facilities to be provided by Kilnamanagh AFC on Council owned land at Treepark Road, Kilnamanagh, Dublin 24 as shown hatched in red on attached Indicative Drawing No. LD 1190, for community/sporting purposes for a period of up to twenty two years and in the event of it failing to do so, to repay all or part of the grant monies on a reducing scale. This Deed of Covenant and Charge is to be registered as a burden against the Council’s title”.” 

It was proposed by Councillor  D. Keating, seconded by Councillor J. Neville and AGREED: 
“That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001,  the Council enter into a  Deed of Covenant and Charge with the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism, which is for the absolute sole purpose of securing the approved state grant funding of €280,000, to continue the use of the proposed football pitch and all weather facilities to be provided by Kilnamanagh AFC on Council owned land at Treepark Road, Kilnamanagh, Dublin 24 as shown hatched in red on attached Indicative Drawing No. LD 1190, for community/sporting purposes for a period of up to twenty two years and in the event of it failing to do so, to repay all or part of the grant monies on a reducing scale. This Deed of Covenant and Charge is to be registered as a burden against the Council’s title.” 

(C/0075/08) 
LD 1261 RE:    APPROVAL TO REGISTRATION OF CHARGE BY THE MINISTER FOR ARTS, SPORT AND TOURISM IN RESPECT OF CHANGING ROOM FACILITY  AT CORKAGH PARK - PREMISES OCCUPIED BY MAAN GROUP LTD.
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

 “The Council’s Parks Department has provided a changing room facility in Corkagh Park to facilitate a number of football clubs in the area. A number of clubs came together to form a Company known as MAAN Group Ltd for the purpose of managing the facility. 

The Minister for Arts Sport and Tourism approved grant aid in the sum of €300,000.00 towards the cost of constructing the facility. A condition of the payment of the grant monies requires the Council as owner of the premises to enter into a Grant Agreement and a Deed of Covenant and Charge with the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism to continue to use the facility for community/sporting purposes for a specified period of up to fifteen years and in the event of it failing to do so, to repay all or part of the grant on a reducing scale.  This Deed of Covenant and Charge is to be registered as a burden against the Council’s title to enable the draw down of grant monies in the sum of €300,000 (Three Hundred Thousand Euro).  The Council holds registered title to part of the site only, as shown hatched in red  on Indicative Drawing PLS 1639-01a, and is pursuing registration of title to the remaining area. However in order to draw down the grant  monies due at this stage it is proposed to register the charge against the portion of the site, to which the Council holds registered title.

In accordance with Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001 the Council may approve the granting of any ‘financial assistance whether by grants, loans, guarantees or other financial aid, lands or other structures etc’ for matters of this nature, such approval to be by way of resolution of the Council. The above definition would include accepting a charge against Council property in respect of funds provided by other parties for facilities constructed thereon.

Accordingly it is recommended that the Council adopt the following resolution:

“That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001,  the Council enter into a  Deed of Covenant and Charge with the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism, which is for the absolute sole purpose of securing the approved state grant funding of €300,000, to continue the use of  the facility, comprising of a changing room facility at Corkagh Park occupied by the MAAN Group Ltd as shown hatched in red on Indicative Drawing PLS 1639-01a , for community/sporting purposes for a specified period of up to fifteen years and in the event of it failing to do so, to repay all or part of the grant monies on a reducing scale. This Deed of Covenant and Charge is to be registered as a burden against the Council’s title”.”
It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor  J. Hannon and AGREED:

“That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001,  the Council enter into a  Deed of Covenant and Charge with the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism, which is for the absolute sole purpose of securing the approved state grant funding of €300,000, to continue the use of  the facility, comprising of a changing room facility at Corkagh Park occupied by the MAAN Group Ltd as shown hatched in red on Indicative Drawing PLS 1639-01a , for community/sporting purposes for a specified period of up to fifteen years and in the event of it failing to do so, to repay all or part of the grant monies on a reducing scale. This Deed of Covenant and Charge is to be registered as a burden against the Council’s title”.

(C/0076/08) 
ELECTORAL AREA BOUNDARY COMMITTEE CONSULTATION
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Members will be aware that John Gormley TD, Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, recently announced the establishment of two committees (Dublin and Cities Committee   &   Committee for Rest of the Country) to review local electoral areas. The committees will report to the Minister by June 20 2008.  

The review of electoral areas is needed as a result of major population changes since the last review in 1998. The first committee will review the electoral divisions in Dublin and other major population centres including Cork, Galway, Limerick and Waterford. The second will review other local authorities, primarily county councils.  

The committees’ reports will be considered as the basis for a revision of the local electoral areas for use at the local elections to be held in 2009.  

The committees will not make any changes to existing boundaries of any council and will not be able to alter the number of councillors in local authority areas. However, they will be empowered to review seat distribution within local authorities and to recommend the transfer of seats from one ward or electoral area to another, where there have been population shifts. They will also have the power to make recommendations for revising the geographical boundaries of wards and electoral areas within a local authority area.  

The attached correspondence indicates that a public consultation process has been initiated.  Submissions and observations are being sought from respective Local Authorities to be received by the Committee on / before 14th March 2008.
The Manager is favourable to facilitating the members in the drafting of a submission on behalf of South Dublin County Council and the holding of a special OP&F Meeting to consider the issue if so desired by the members.   Members are also at liberty to make individual submissions to the Committee.

In the context of the review recently initiated by the Minister, South Dublin County Council has initiated its own comparision of population changes within Electoral Divisions and Electroal Areas since 1998 and will keep the members fully advised of its findings in this regard.”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor K. Warren.  

Ms. M. Maguire, Senior Executive Officer, responded to the Member’s query. Details of the internal review will be advised to the Members in the coming weeks.
The report was NOTED.

(C/0077/08) 
Letter, dated 3rd January 2008 from South Tipperary County Council regarding motion passed in relation to system operating for cyclists from a safety point of view at roundabouts and places where traffic calming measures have been installed.

The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0078/08) 
Letter, dated 9th January 2008 from Offaly County Council regarding motion passed calling on the Tanaiste and Minister for Finance to provide adequate funding for provision of pre-school services.

The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0079/08)
Letter, dated 10th January 2008 from ESB Networks in reply to South Dublin County Council's letter of 19th November 2007 regarding ESB policy on overhead cabling and undergrounding.

The above letter was NOTED and Councillor D. Keating indicated that he wished to move his motion no. 9 on this subject without debate.

“That the Manager would present a detailed report for discussion on what efforts are being made, in association with the E.S.B., to eliminate overhead powerlines in our county and to place power cables underground, especially in our villages and in residential areas. Will the Manager request a meeting to facilitate Councillors and Officials to meet with E.S.B. officials, who have authority to make decisions to prioritise such works and report back on the E.S.B.'s response. In the meantime will the Manager report on what particular works are scheduled to take place in the more immediate future, including details of areas, estates, villages, time-scales etc.”
REPORT:
“A reply from ESB Networks to a question tabled on this issue by the Councillor at the November 2007 Council Meeting is included in the correspondence (Item Cor (2) refers) to the Council Meeting of 11th February 2008.  If the Motion is passed ESB Networks will be requested to facilitate a meeting.”
(C/0080/08) 
Letter, dated 23rd January 2008 from the OPW in reply to South Dublin County Council's in relation to motion passed at the December Council Meeting regarding the Liffey Valley Park Report.

The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0081/08) 
THE FORGOTTEN IRISH EMIGRANTS

It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:

That the Manager will present a detailed report for discussion on how South Dublin County Council can support The Forgotten Irish Emigrants, including consultations with the Department of Foreign Affairs. 

REPORT:
“The Council's housing stock includes 740 one-bedroom units, which have generally been allocated to elderly/single persons.  A further 58 one bedroom units have been provided by Voluntary Housing Associations and are allocated on a similar basis.

The Council is currently developing the following sheltered housing projects in conjunction with Housing Associations/developers:

	Location
	Housing Association
	Proposed Units
	Current Position

	Whitestown Way
	Fold Housing Association
	35
	These units are due for completion in February 2008 and will be managed by Fold Housing Association (Ireland) limited. 

	Former Eircom Training Centre,Wainsfort Road, Terenure
	To be determined
	51
	There are proposals for the provision of 51 units of sheltered accommodation for the elderly at the site of the former Eircom Training Centre, Wainsfort Road, Terenure. Part V agreement has been reached between the developer and the Council. It is likely that the units will be managed on behalf of the Council by a Voluntary Housing Association with the relevant expertise required to manage such a facility.  These units are scheduled for completion mid 2009.  


Other opportunities for the provision of sheltered accommodation will be advanced as proposals are considered at pre planning discussion stage and as projects are presented to the Council by housing associations.

A draft 'Financial Contribution Scheme' similar to that operated by Dublin City Council, is currently under consideration.  The draft scheme provides for senior citizens owning dwellings within South Dublin County Council's administrative area  excessive to their current housing needs, to  apply to the Council to purchase their home on condition that a percentage of the proceeds of the sale be paid to the Council in return for a life long tenancy of sheltered accommodation.  A report will be presented to the Elected Members in the first quarter of 2008.  It is envisaged that such a scheme would provide an important mechanism for sourcing family type houses for letting by the Council while reducing the significant number of under occupied dwellings in the County.

The Council will also continue to promote the improved use of its own rented housing stock through facilitating, where possible, existing elderly Council tenants wishing to surrender larger units of accommodation in return for housing in smaller units of accommodation more suited to their needs.

The terms of the Capital Assistance Scheme for voluntary housing projects funded by the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government through the local authorities allow for up to 25% of the accommodation in a project being allocated to elderly emigrants returning to this country from abroad who satisfy the required eligibility criteria.  DoEHLG Circular VHU 2/02 refers.  The Safe Home Programme operating under the auspices of the Department of Foreign Affairs provides a co-ordinating role for emigrants wishing to return to their native counties in Ireland.   Contact has been made by the Council's Housing Department with the Development Officer of the Safe Home Programme with a view to establishing the demand for accommodation of this nature within administrative area of South Dublin County Council.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors D. Keating, J. Lahart, M. Daly, E. Tuffy, T. Ridge, C. Keane and R. Dowds.

Mr. F. Nevin responded to the Members’ queries.  

The report was NOTED.

(C/0082/08) 
SCHOOL BUS PASSES 

It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott, seconded by Councillor R. Dowds:

That this Council calls on Dublin Bus to extend the validity of school bus passes to 9PM to facilitate students who participate in school and library based study sessions.

REPORT:
“If the motion is approved by the members the Meetings Administrator will arrange to issue correspondence to Dublin Bus outlining the members' sentiments. When a reply to such correspondence is received the members will be notified accordingly.”
The motion was PASSED.

(C/0083/08) 
EARTH HOUR 2008 
It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:


“South Dublin Co. Council recognises the need for action on global warming and the need to conserve energy, reduce carbon emissions and also the need to reduce light pollution of our skies. That our Council will support Earth Hour 2008 (www.earthhour.org) by turning off all non-essential lights controlled by our Council from 9 to 10 pm on 29 March 2008 to support a collective world-wide effort to show the difference that can be made by this initiative and to raise public awareness of the need to use less energy. That the County Manager will take all possible steps to implement the turning off of all non-essential lights in its control as part of Earth Hour 2008, will write to local chambers of commerce and the business community asking them to support this initiative and that the Manager will make a statement about the matter”

REPORT:

“The most effective means available to the County Council to reduce global warming, conserve energy and reduce carbon emissions is to use the land use planning system to influence settlement strategy and minimise transport demand.  This can be achieved through the delivery of well planned sustainable communities based on integrated public transport, a mix of uses including employment and the provision of a range of facilities and services within walking distance of a significant resident population, such as at Adamstown.  Such communities are also suited to the introduction of more efficient and renewable forms of energy generation and carbon reduction, such as district heating fuelled by biomass, combined heat and power or passive housing, for example.

The need to conserve energy and reduce pollution levels is recognised by this Council and the Public Lighting Section has reduced significantly energy consumption by improving the network and using the most efficient lantern designs.  At present, a project is underway implementing the installation of tele-monitoring control and dimming systems which in the future will allow significiant reduction of energy consumption.

While we support the Earth Hour initiative we are unable to participate directly as we do not have the technology in place to partially switch off and dim sections of the public lighting network.

Nonetheless, the Council is currently concentrating on a long term strategy to reduce our carbon footprint, including a number of initiatives to conserve energy and reduce carbon emissions.  These include assessment of South Dublin County Council’s energy usage on fleet, council buildings and other resources, and the introduction of a number of in-house initiatives such as the Switch Off Campaign - whereby equipment on standby or not in use shall be switched off where possible, especially at night time and  Light and Heat Control  -  a Building Management System to control heating and light.

Similarly, the Council is proactive in promoting sustainable development through a number of initiatives including improving Insulation standards / building standards and the introduction of   wood pellet/chip boilers and solar panels as a source of heating.”
It was AGREED to take Motion No. 6 in the name of Councillor E. Tuffy in conjunction with this motion.

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor R. Dowds:

“That South  Dublin County Council recognizes the need for action on global warming and the need to conserve energy, reduce carbon emissions and also the need to reduce light pollution of our night skies. That the Council will support Earth Hour 2008  by turning off all non-essential lights controlled by the Council from 9 to 10 PM on 29 March 2008 to support a collective world-wide effort  to show the difference that can be made by this initiative and to raise public awareness of the need to use less energy.  And the Manager is requested to write to South Dublin Chamber seeking its support for this initiative.”

REPORT:

“The most effective means available to the County Council to reduce global warming, conserve energy and reduce carbon emissions is to use the land use planning system to influence settlement strategy and minimise transport demand.  This can be achieved through the delivery of well planned sustainable communities based on integrated public transport, a mix of uses including employment and the provision of a range of facilities and services within walking distance of a significant resident population, such as at Adamstown.  Such communities are also suited to the introduction of more efficient and renewable forms of energy generation and carbon reduction, such as district heating fuelled by biomass, combined heat and power or passive housing, for example.

The need to conserve energy and reduce pollution levels is recognised by this Council and the Public Lighting Section has reduced significantly energy consumption by improving the network and using the most efficient lantern designs.  At present, a project is underway implementing the installation of tele-monitoring control and dimming systems which in the future will allow significiant reduction of energy consumption.

While we support the Earth Hour initiative we are unable to participate directly as we do not have the technology in place to partially swith off and dim sections of the public lighting network.

Nonetheless, the Council is currently concentrating on a long term strategy to reduce our carbon footprint, including a number of initiatives to conserve energy and reduce carbon emissions.  These include assessment of South Dublin County Council’s energy usage on fleet, council buildings and other resources, and the introduction of a number of in-house initiatives such as the Switch Off Campaign - whereby equipment on standby or not in use shall be switched off where possible, especially at night time and  Light and Heat Control  -  a Building Management System to control heating and light.

Similarly, the Council is proactive in promoting sustainable development through a number of initiatives including improving Insulation standards / building standards and the introduction of   wood pellet/chip boilers and solar panels as a source of heating.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors R. Dowds, E. Tuffy, T. McDermott, G. O’Connell, J. Daly, J. Lahart and C. Keane.

Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transportation, Ms. P. Poole, Director of Environment and Mr. J. Horan, County Manager responded to the Members’ queries.  The Members were advised that these matters were discussed with the CPG where it was agreed that South Dublin County Council would use this opportunity to identify and promote the Council’s practical approach to sustainability initiatives through CONNECT. 

The Motions were PASSED.
(C/0084/08)
SUSPESION OF STANDING ORDERS

At this point the Deputy Mayor indicated that he had received a number of emergency motions and he proposed that Standing Orders be suspended in order to deal with these items.  This proposal was in compliance with Standing Order Nos. 76 and 77 and was AGREED by the Members. 

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillor T. McDermott and C. Keane regarding the nature of emergency motions.  Noting the level of ‘emergency motions’ submitted and the subject matter of those motions it was AGREED that a  report on “Emergency Motions” would be presented to the next meeting of the Organisation, Procedure & Finance Committee.
SALE OF MOTOR VEHICLES ON PUBLIC ROADS

It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillors E. Tuffy and G. O’Connell.

“That the Manager would present a report at the March Council Meeting on the progress made by South Dublin to assist in resolving the growing problem of motor cars being sold from public roads, footpaths and grass margins, particularly since the adoption of the Council’s new policy on the Sale of  Motor Vehicles on Public Roads, including Footpaths and Grass Margins,  at the December 2007 Council Meeting.”
The motion was PASSED.
RATES WAIVER – COMMUNITY CHILDCARE FACILITIES

It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren, seconded by Councillor J. Neville:
“That subject to the approval of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage & Local Government, South Dublin County Council hereby adopts a Rates Waiver Scheme which will allow the Waiver of Rates for the following categories:

1. Community Childcare Facilities

2. Hardship cases in all other categories of Rateable Properties with special emphasis on owner operated childcare services.”

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors C. Keane, J. Neville, and K. Warren.

Mr. J. Horan, County Manager responded and it was NOTED that this matter was considered at the CPG meeting.  It was AGREED that full consideration of the matter would be deferred to the next meeting of the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee when a full report would be brought before the Members including a presentation by a representative from the Valuation Office.
PLAYGROUND AT RATHFARNHAM CASTLE

It was AGREED that the following motion in the name of Councillor J. Lahart would not be discussed as it was listed on the Agenda for the meeting of the Terenure Rathfarnham Area Committee to be held on the following day.

“ That this Council,   as a consequence of legitimate local public concern, temporarily suspends construction work on the Children’s Playground in the grounds of Rathfarnham Castle for the following reasons:

· to allow for a discussion with local residents arising out of serious concerns regarding the close proximity of the playground to local houses;

· to provide adequate parking within Castle grounds that takes into account the future developments within the Castle environs;;

· to guarantee security of the construction site;

· to examine and develop proposals regarding additional security measures required for the Castle grounds in general;

· to implement proper opening and closing times for the Castle grounds in conjunction with the OPW that prevents anti-social activity after park closing hours

· to ensure that parking for local residents is not impeded;

· to examine the possibility of noise prevention measures for those residents living directly adjacent to the playground;

· to re-assure residents with regard to cctv coverage;

· to appoint a park superviser/ranger to monitor the playground;

· and to ensure that this valuable and much-needed amenity is provided in the optimal location within the park.”
GAA LANDS AT RATHCOOLE

It was proposed by Councillor J. Daly, seconded by Councillors J. Hannon and C. King:

“That this Council do not come to a conclusion on the discussions between Mr. Jim Walsh Director of Development and Dublin GAA Co. Board,  Mr. Costello and Mr. Hand until such time a discussion takes place with the local Councillors, and the local Community.”
Mr. J. Horan, County Manager indicated that consultation would take place and that it may be necessary to revert to the elected members having regard to the site boundaries which are currently being negotiated.

The motion was PASSED.
WORKS AT COOLAMBER DRIVE / STONEY LANE
It was proposed by Councillor J. Daly, seconded by Councillors J. Hannon and C. King:
“That this Council instruct the Contractor to cease the work that is being carried out from the end of Coolamber Drive Rathcoole on the Stoney Lane side and the adjacent house No. 80 Coolamber Drive where there is a serious problem and if work continues it will lead to a more serious problem.  This work was inspected by Mr. Tony Donnelly of the Planning Department (Inspector) and photographs taken today the 11th January 2008 and I also bring to your notice emergency motion on Tuesday April 10th April 2007 and signed by a number of Councillors.  There is no schedule or authorisation of this work on site.”
A discussion followed between Councillor J. Daly and J. Horan, County Manager who undertook to have the matter examined and committed to revert directly to the relevant Member.
(C/0085/08)
AFFORDABLE HOUSING POLICY
In accordance with Standing Order No. 22, as Councillor J. Lahart was absent from the chamber when this item was reached, the following motion in his name FELL.
That the Council ensure that the Affordable Housing policy is just and fair in its treatment of individuals.

(C/0086/08) 
CF – MEDICAL AND SUPPORT SERVICES

That this Council write to the Minister for Health and to the HSE demanding that appropriate action be taken immediately so that medical and support services, at local regional and nation levels, for persons with CF be provided to the highest international standards as a matter of urgency and that the letter be copied to all other County and City Councils requesting their support. 

REPORT:
“If the motion is passed by the members the Meetings Administrator will arrange to issue correspondence to the Minister for Health & Children, and the HSE outtlining the members' sentiments. When a reply to such correspondence is received the members will be notified accordingly.

Similarly, if the motion is passed the Meetings Administrator will circulate details of the members' motion to all other City and County Councils requesting their support.”
(C/0087/08) 
SHAMROCK ROVERS
It was noted that the following motion in the name of Councillor M. Daly had been WITHDRAWN.
That this Council following on from the recent court decision regarding Shamrock Rovers undertakes to pay its own costs in the proceedings. 

(C/0088/08) 
GEOTHERMAL ENERGY  

It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott, seconded by Councillor M. Daly:

That this Council, with the assistance of a report from the Manager, consider the implications for the Council, the elected members and the citizens in the event of the discovery in South Dublin County of a significant quantity of recoverable deep geothermal energy in terms of proper planning and sustainable development. 

REPORT:
“In a recent reponse to a parliamentary question (see Q90) in the Dail the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources referred to the requirement for a the need to implement a regulatory and administrative regime that would provide for the orderly development of geothermal energy. 

The Minister went on to annouce the convening of a Departmental group who will carry out a stakeholder consultation early in the course of their work and is expected to be launched early in 2008. The group is to report back to the Minister as early as possible in the first half of 2008.

Given this national context, it is proposed that the findings of this Departmental group would be considered by the Environment Strategic Policy Committee and the Economic Development (incl Planning and Development) Strategic Policy Committee once they are available.

This Council is interested in examining the use of geothermal energy and is in contact with Sustainable Energy Ireland ( the organisation funded by the Irish Government to promote and assist environmentally and economically sustainable production, supply and use of energy) to obtain broadly-based advice on exploring its possible use from a county-wide perspective. “
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillor T. McDermott, M. Daly, G. O’Connell and J. Daly.

Mr. T. Doherty, Director of Planning responded to the Members’ queries.

The report was NOTED. 

(C/0089/08) 
NAMING OF ROUNDABOUTS  

It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor C. Keane:

That it would greatly assist the flow of traffic if each and every roundabout on a National or primary route in the County had a distinguishing name and/or number and that the Manager responsible bring forward proposals for such a scheme and to include in the proposals ways in which local communities and/or schools can become involved n the exercise so as to make it locally relevant and to raise awareness and a sense of County identity.

REPORT:
“As part of the upgrade works for the national primary routes in South Dublin (N4, N7 and M50) new signage will include clearly displayed junction numbers. This is in order to assist navigation by motorists on these routes and in particular anyone using these roads for the first time. 

The numbering system is in accordance with the Traffic Signs Manual which stipulates the manner in which junctions shall be numbered and The National Roads Authority who coordinate the numbering of junctions as part of a national system.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors G. O’Connell, C. Keane, C. Jones, M. Daly, A. McGaughey, P. Cosgrave and R. Dowds.

Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transportation responded to the Members’ queries. 

The report was NOTED.
The meeting concluded at 18.30 p.m.
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