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Question:

To Ask the Garda to timetable a typical working day and night in each of the Garda stations in term;

· Of typical incidents and enquiries;

· Typical emergency situations that arise;

· Human resource issues that arise in terms of available man / womanpower;

· Predominant anti-social issues;

· Conviction rate;

And could the Garda include general details of human hours spent on incidents in terms of office hours and is there a general ratio of time to incident calculation.

Answer:
In reference to above please find attached document outlining the nature, amount and time frame for calls for assistance received by the Garda in Crumlin, Tallaght, Rathfarnham and Terenure Stations for the month of December 2008.

This is representative of the calls received by Garda in each of these stations on an ongoing basis.

As the figures show public order issues generally represent the majority of incidents that occur and are subsequently reported to the Gardai.

The amount of time spent dealing with any one issue will vary from one incident to another.

Generally very serious crime incidents such as murders will require considerable human resources particularly during the first number of weeks i.e. a murder enquiry would be resourced by 30 / 40 Gardai in the first week or 10 days when the bulk of enquiries are carried out.

Such serious incidents often require the setting up of incidents rooms which are manned on a daily basis by experienced Garda.  The amount of time spend manning incident rooms will depend on the seriousness of the case.

When Gardai detect serious incidents they often are required to send a file to the Director of Public Prosecutions.  This necessitates the taking of statements from witnesses and other office work.

The amount of time spend will vary depending on the size of the investigation.   There is no general ration of time to incident evaluation. However, files are where possible completed during valley periods. 

There are a number of procedures in place whereby Gardai try to keep first time offenders out of the courts – i.e. 

Adult caution Scheme – This scheme aims to keep persons who have no previous convictions who are included in minor incidents; and who admit the offence out of the courts.

Juvenile Liaison Scheme - This scheme is administered to children and young persons who are involved in crime and have no court convictions.

In general when Gardai initiate prosecutions for most theft and larceny offences the culprit will appear in court 6 to 9 months later.  In more serious cases where a file has to be sent to the Director of Public Prosecutions it may be 12 months before an individual appears in court.

In murder cases where complex files have to be sent to the Director of Public Prosecutions it may be two years before an individual appears in court.  Once a person appears before the courts the date a prosecution is finalised is largely in the hands of the courts.

Specific conviction rates should be established from the Court Services.
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John Manley

Chief Superintendent
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