COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 12th November 2007.


	PRESENT


	Councillors
	Councillors

	Ardagh, M.
	Lahart, J.

	Corr, M.
	Laing, S.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Maloney, E

	Cullen, G.
	McDermott, T.

	Dowds, R.
	Murphy, M.

	Gilligan, T.
	O’Conchúir, S.

	Gogarty, B.
	O’Connell, G.

	Hannon, J.
	Ridge, T.

	Keane, C.
	Tuffy, E.

	Keating, D.
	Walsh, E.

	King, C.
	Warren, K.


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan

	Directors / Heads of Function
	T. Doherty, P. Smith, F. Coffey, J. Walsh, C. Henehan, F. Nevin, A. Jacob, E. Conroy

	Senior Planners
	M. Kenny, P. Hogan, C. Ryan

	Senior Engineers
	J. McLoughlin, D. Ryan

	Senior Executive Officers
	M. Maguire, H. Hogan, M. Judge, P. Murphy, Y.Dervan, M. Coleman, J. Quinlivan

	County Librarian
	I. Stobbard

	Administrative Officer
	Y. Dervan,

	A/Administrative Officer
	U. Donnellan

	A/Senior Staff Officer
	T. Fallon

	A/Assistant Staff Officer
	M. Dunne

	IT Support
	C. Whelan, 


An apology for inability to attend the meeting was received from Councillor J. Daly.
The Mayor, Councillor B. Gogarty presided.

VOTE OF SYMPATHY

The Mayor Councillor B. Gogarty and the Members of South Dublin County Council extended sympathy on the death of Tommy Fagan, father of Mick Fagan, S.E.O. Housing Department.  A minute’s silence was observed as a mark of respect. 

(C/0386/07)
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES
Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 8th October  2007, which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.

(C/0387/07)
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 2ND OCTOBER, 2007 DEALING WITH ROADS (1 REPORT - PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF RIGHT OF WAY AT REAR 99 - 103 LIMEKILN ROAD), PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

Roads Business:
“PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY AT REAR OF 99 - 103 LIMEKILN ROAD, WALKINSTOWN, DUBLIN 12.
MAP REF: RE 0701
The attached report was considered at the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting (1) on 2nd October, 2007.

It was proposed by Councillor E. Walsh, seconded by Councillor C. Keane and AGREED:
"That this Committee recommends to the Council that the public right of way at the rear of 99 - 103 Limekiln Road, Walkinstown, Dublin 12 as shown coloured red on Drawing No. RE 0701 be extinguished."

The extinguishment is to be effected by means of a gate.

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way is a reserved function of the Council.

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:

South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public rightof-way at the rear of 99 - 103 Limekiln Road, Walkinstown, Dublin 12, as shown coloured red on Drawing No RE 0701 be extinguished.

MEETING OF TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (1)

TUESDAY 2ND OCTOBER 2007 
HEADED ITEM NO. 4
PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY AT REAR OF 99 103 LIMEKILN ROAD, WALKINSTOWN, DUBLIN 12.
MAP REF: RE 0701
The following report was considered at the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting on Tuesday 1st May, 2007.

An application has been received from Development Department and the residents of 99 103 Limekiln Road to formally extinguish the public right-of-way at the rear of 99 - 103 Limekiln Road, Walkinstown, to affect the closure by means of incorporation into the garden of 99 Limekiln Road and access to be maintained to 101 and 103 Limekiln Road by means of a gate. 

Following consideration of the report, it was agreed to initiate the procedure.

The proposal to extinguish the public right-of-way was advertised in the Echo on Wednesday 16th May 2007 and signs were erected on site in accordance with Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993. the latest date for receipt of objection, representations and requests for an oral hearing was Friday 29th June, 2007.

No submissions were received in response to the public advertisement/notice.

Bord Gais, Eircom, NTL have stated that they have no objection to the proposed extinguishment.

ESB has no objections to the proposed extinguishment but they require contact be made with them in advance of any works taking place.

Public Lighting and Water and Drainage Sections have no objections to the proposed extinguishment.

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way and the granting of an oral hearing is a reserved function of the Council.

Any recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the attention of the Council. 
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It was proposed by Councillor B. Gogarty, seconded by Councillor Mc Dermott    and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (1) 2nd October 2007 – Roads Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

(C/0388/07)
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 9TH OCTOBER, 2007 DEALING WITH COMMUNITY, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT AND HOUSING
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
(C/0389/07)
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 15TH OCTOBER , 2007
DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (2 REPORTS - (I) GRANTS (II)  COMMUNITY LINKAGE FUND) PARKS, ENVIRONMENT AND HOUSING
The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

Community Business:
(i) “Application for Grants

Application for a grant under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the ogranisations listed below. Payment of these grants to these organisations, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application
	Amount

	GF 1632
	Woodlawn Park Grove Residents Association
	Start up Costs for Community Groups
	13/09/07
	€500

	GF 1630
	Killinarden Drug Primary Group
	Traning Grant
	07/09/07
	€1,000

	GF 1620
	Firhouse & Bohernabreena Community Services Network
	Community Activity Grant Including Sport Activity
	09/08/07
	€500

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application
	Amount

	GF 1597
	Bohernabreena, Glenasmole, Ballinscorney Planning Group
	Local Research Grant
	28/05/07
	€1,250

	GF 1638
	St. Kevin’s Family Resource Centre
	I. T. Networking & Administration Grant
	20/09/07
	€1,000

	GF 1608
	Croí Ró Naofa GAA Club
	Equipment Grant
	26/06/07
	€1,800

	GF 1640
	South Dublin Tourism
	Major Community Activity held in South Dublin County or outside South Dublin County
	26/09/07
	€5,000


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.
	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application
	Amount

	AGF 597
	Tallaght Travellers Community Development Project
	Arts Grant towards a film making project.
	23/09/07
	€600


	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application
	Amount

	AGF 602
	Killinarden Drug Primary Prevention Group
	Arts Grant towards the cost of film making project
	07/09/07
	€600

	AGF 601
	Killinarden Community School
	Arts Grant towards cost of film making project
	14/09/07
	€600

	AGF 596
	Tallaght Probation Project
	Arts Grant towards end of year exhibition
	31/08/07
	€1,200


It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grants as recommended in the foregoing report”.

(ii) COMMUNITY LINKAGE REPORT

“The Monitoring Committee of the Tallaght IAP has recommended that a grant under the Community Linkage Funds be issued to a number of groups, as detailed below, in order to maintain their sustainability. This recommendation was made following a review of all the groups that have received Community Linkage Funds prior to the launching of the third phase of the Scheme. The review, carried out by the Community Department, detailed the progress/outcome of the groups and indicates that the Scheme has allowed a series of worthwhile and innovative projects/programmes.
The Monitoring Committee agreed that the sustainability of the following initiatives would be considerably supported by the release of additional funding pending the initiation of the third phase of the Community Linkage Scheme.
1) City Wise daytime education programme - €40,000
2) the Fettercairn Youth Horse Project manager position for two years – €80,000
3) JADD Project Intervention Courses for children - €32,000
It is recommended that the Area Committee agree the additional funding suggested and the launching of a third phase of the Community Linkage Scheme
It is also recommended that this third phase of the Community Linkage Scheme will allow all applicants for funding under the Scheme both new and previous applicants, whether successful or otherwise, to be fully considered by the Assessment Panels appointed.”
It was proposed by Councillor B. Gogarty, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney    and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the reports of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee (1) 15th October 2007 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

(C/0390/07)
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 22ND OCTOBER, 2007
DEALING WITH ROADS (1 REPORT - PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF RIGHT OF WAY LANEWAY AT 254 - 255 BALROTHERY ESTATE) PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

Roads Business:
“The attached report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting (2) on 22nd October, 2007.

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Daly and AGREED:
"That this Committee recommends to the Council that the public right of way over laneway at 254-255 Balrothery Estate, to the rear of 258 and from 244/270 to 254/261 Balrothery Estate, Tallaght, Dublin 24 as shown coloured red on Drawing No. RE 0707 be extinguished. 
The extinguishment is to be effected by means of gates.

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way is a reserved function of the Council.

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:

South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public right of-way over laneway at 254-255 Balrothery Estate, to the rear of 258 and from 244/270 to 254/261 Balrothery Estate, Tallaght, Dublin 24 as shown coloured red on Drawing No RE 0707 be extinguished.

MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2)

MONDAY 22ND OCTOBER 2007

HEADED ITEM NO. 12
PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY OVER 
LANEWAY AT 254-255 BALROTHERY ESTATE, TO THE REAR OF 258 AND FROM 244/270 TO 254/261 BALROTHERY ESTATE, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24.
MAP REF: RE 0707
The following report was submitted to the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting on the Monday 28th May, 2007.

An application has been received from residents of Balrothery Estate to formally extinguish the public right-of-way over laneway at 254-255 Balrothery Estate, to the rear of 258 and from 244/270 to 254/261 Balrothery Estate, Tallaght, Dublin 24 due to anti-social behaviour and break-ins. It is proposed to effect the closure by means of gates.

Following consideration of the report, it was agreed to initiate the procedure.

The proposal to extinguish the public right-of-way was advertised in the Echo on Wednesday 13th June 2007 and signs were erected on site in accordance withSection 73 of the Roads Act, 1993. The latest date for receipt of objections, representations and requests for an oral hearing was 27th July, 2007. 

No submissions were received in response to the public advertisement/notice.

Bord Gais, Eircom, NTL have stated that they have no objections to the proposed extinguishment.

ESB has no objection to the proposed extinguishment but they require contact be made with them in advance of any works taking place. 

Public Lighting has no objection but they require contact be made before commencement of any works. 

Water and Drainage Sections have no objections to the proposed extinguishment.

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way and the granting of an oral hearing is a reserved function of the Council.

Any recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the attention of the Council.
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It was proposed by Councillor B. Gogarty, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney    and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee (2) 22nd October 2007 – Roads Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

(C/0391/07)
LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 16TH OCTOBER,
2007 DEALING WITH ROADS ( 1 REPORT - PROPOSED 
EXTINGUISHMENT OF RIGHT OF WAY AT REAR 29 - 35 DUNAWLEY 
GROVE,) PLANNING (1 REPORT – DESIGN BRIEF – SIAC LANDS), 
DEVELOPMENT, AND CORPORATE SERVICES
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

Roads Business:
“The attached report was considered at the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting (1) on 16th October, 2007.

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy and AGREED: 

That this committee recommends to the Council that the public right of way of laneway at the rear of 29, 31, 33, & 35 Dunawley Grove, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 as shown coloured red on Drawing No RE 0706 be extinguished. 
The extinguishment is to be effected by means of incorporation into their gardens.

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way is a reserved function of the Council.

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:

South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public right-of-way at the rear of 29, 31, 33, & 35 Dunawley Grove, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 as shown coloured red on Drawing No. RE 0706 be extinguished.

MEETING OF LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (1)

TUESDAY 16TH OCTOBER 2007

HEADED ITEM NO. 4

PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY OF LANEWAY AT THE REAR OF 29, 31, 33, & 35 DUNAWLEY GROVE, CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22
MAP REF: RE 0706
The following report was considered at the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting on Tuesday 19th June, 2007.

An application has been received from Development Department and the residents of 29, 31, 33 and 35, Dunawley Grove, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 to formally extinguish the public right-of-way at the laneway at the rear of 29, 31,

33 and 35, Dunawley Grove, Clondalkin, Dublin 22. It is proposed to effect the closure by means of incorporation into their gardens.

Following consideration of the report, it was agreed to initiate the procedure.

The proposal to extinguish the public right-of-way was advertised in the Lucan/Clondalkin Gazette 1st July, 2007 and signs were erected on site in accordance with Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993. The latest date for receipt of objections, representations and requests for an oral hearing was Friday 10th August, 2007.

No submissions were received in response to the public advertisement/notice.

Bord Gais has no objection with the stipulation that provided none of the public footpath is being extinguished.

Eircom, NTL have stated that they have no objections to the proposed extinguishment.

ESB has no objections to the proposed extinguishment but they require contact be made with them in advance of any works taking place.

Public Lighting have no objection but made reference to lighting column in laneway and requested that contact be made with the Public Lighting Section be fore works commence.

Water and Drainage Sections have no objections to the proposed extinguishment.

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way and the granting of an oral hearing is a reserved function of the Council.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the attention of the Council. 
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Planning Business:
“The following report on the design brief for the SIAC lands at Monastery road Clondalkin, in accordance with Development Plan Specific Local Objective No.45 was presented to the October meeting of the Lucan/ Clondalkin Area Committee. Following discussion and amendment the Area Committee recommended the adoption of this design brief. 

‘This design brief has been prepared for the development of the SIAC lands at Monastery road Clondalkin in accordance with Specific Local Zoning Objective (SLO) no.45. SLO no.45 states:

‘No residential development or works related to such development shall be constructed on the lands at Monastery Road until such time as the fly-over bridge to the LUAS Red Cow Depot is constructed. The following mixed uses to be permitted in principle: Community Facility, Crèche, Enterprise Centre, Health Centre, Offices in excess of 100sq.m, Recreational Facility and 

Shop-neighborhood. The site to be subject to a site development brief to be agreed with Members prior to any development taking place.”

This design brief sets out the essential parameters for the development of the SIAC lands at Monastery road Clondalkin which will include a phased development, with a mixed use scheme to the east of the existing SIAC building as the initial phase and further phases to the east and south of the site.

Development of the site will have a plot ratio range of between 1.25- 1.5. Building height along Monastery road will match that of the existing structure on site with up to five storey development within the site, taking advantage of the changes in ground level. It is envisaged that the development of the site will result in 350-400 dwelling units. Vehicular access will be initially from the Monastery road.

The design brief meets with Development Plan objectives and does not negate the requirement for the planning permission to be obtained for development on this site.’

Following discussion with the Lucan/ Clondalkin Area Committee, it was agreed to include the requirement that any future bus stop provision shall be to the east of the site.”
It was proposed by Councillor B. Gogarty, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the reports of the South Dublin County Council Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1) 16th October 2007 – Roads Department and Planning Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

(C/0392/07) LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 25TH OCTOBER, 2007 DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - GRANTS), PARKS, ENVIRONMENT AND HOUSING
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

Community Business:

“Application for Grants

Applications for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:

	Ref:
	Group
	Type of Application 
	Date of Application
	Amount €

	1642 
	Quarryvale Community and Leisure Centre
	Category 1.1c “Upgrading of Existing Community Centre”
	08/10/07
	€3,250

	1629
	Clondalkin Guild Irish Countrywomen’s Association
	Category 2.2 “Running Costs”
	04/09/07
	€200

	1609
	Mill Court Residents Association 
	Category 2.1 “Start up costs”
	26/06/07
	€600

	1649
	Deansrath Environment Group
	Category 4.1 “Community Activity”
	18/10/07
	€500

	1551
	Peamount Utd. Football Club, Newcastle
	Category 1.2b “Upgrading of Single Interest Facility”
	01/03/07
	€8,000

	1552
	Peamount Utd. Football Club, Newcastle
	Category 4.4 “Major Equipment”
	01/03/07
	€3,000


A Contribution is being made to the following group:

	Ref:
	Group
	Type of Application 
	Date of Application
	Amount 

	1631
	Bawnogue Senior Citizens
	Contribution towards an excursion
	18/10/07
	€300


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Arts Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.
	Ref:
	Group
	Type of Application 
	Date of Application
	Amount €

	AGF 604
	MAST (Mayfield Action Response for Social Transformation
	Arts Grant 
	08/10/07
	€2,500


A Contribution is being made to the following group:

	Ref:
	Group
	Type of Application 
	Date of Application
	Amount 

	AGF 598
	St. Mary’s Senior National School
	Contribution towards participation in an arts project with the Ark Children’s Cultural Centre
	25/09/07
	€800


It was proposed by Councillor G. O’ Connell, seconded by Councillor D. Keating and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grants as recommended in the foregoing report”.”
It was proposed by Councillor B. Gogarty, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell    and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2) 25th October 2007 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

(C/0393/07)
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND         FINANCE COMMITTEE
  
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
(C/0394/07)
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES
  
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
(C/0395/07)
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Economic Development & Planning

At a briefing of the Tallaght & Lucan / Clondalkin Area Committees on Thursday 8th November 2007 on the Liffey Valley Draft Local Area Plan it was recommended that the Economic Development & Planning SPC meeting scheduled for 21st November 2007 be replaced with a briefing of the members of the council on that plan and on the the Draft Clonburris SDZ Planning Scheme and Local Area Plan.

It was also suggested that the meeting scheduled for 3.30pm - 5.30 pm on 12th December 2007 might not be of sufficient duration to enable the proceedings to be completed. Accordingly it is recommended that the meeting of 12th December 2007 be extended until 7.30 (with an appropriate break) and in this connection Standing Orders necessitates a resolution of the members to extend the hour of that meeting until 7.30 pm.”
It was proposed by Councillor B. Gogarty, seconded by Councillor D.Keaing   and AGREED: 
“That the meeting time for the Special Council Meeting scheduled for 
12th December 2007 would be extended to 7.30 p.m.”
The report was NOTED.
(C/0396/07) TRANSPORTATION STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE


It was AGREED to take Headed Item No. 17 under this heading


POLICY DOCUMENT ON SALE OF MOTOR VEHICLES ON PUBLIC ROADS
The following report, which was presented by Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transportation, was CONSIDERED:
“The attached report was considered at the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on Thursday 8th November 2007.

It was proposed by Councillor S. Laing, seconded by Councillor D. Keating and AGREED that Policy Document on Sale of Motor Vehicles on Public Roads be recommended for adoption by the Council.

MEETING OF TRANSPORTATION SPC

Thursday, November 8th, 2007

HEADED ITEM No. 5

Proposed Policy Document on the Illegal Parking of Vehicles on Public Roads 
Background:
In recent times there has been a significant increase in the illegal and highly dangerous practice of the parking of motor vehicles for sale on public roads including footpaths and grass margins. This illegal practice is taking place at an increasing number of locations throughout the county and is contrary to the provisions of Section 71 of the Roads Act, 1993.
The Council is concerned that this practice is creating a serious hazard for all road users (both pedestrians and motorists) and the following measures are put forward to address this issue:-

Implementation of the following policy initiative:-
1. Any vehicle found offered for sale on the public roadside will be fixed with a sticker instructing its removal within 24 hours. If the vehicle is not removed, or if the same vehicle is found offered for sale on the public roadside at any time in the future, it will be removed by the County Council in accordance with the provisions of the Roads Act and stored for a maximum of six (6) weeks, before being disposed of.

2. The Council will invite tenders from competent contractors for the removal and storage of such unauthorised vehicles.

3. Persons seeking to reclaim the vehicle must pay the costs of removal and storage of the vehicle in full to the Council before the impounded vehicle can be released.

Implementation of this policy to commence after the placing of a Public Advertisement.

Press Advertisement (See Appendix 1)

Sample Sticker (See Appendix 2)

Sample Registered Letter (See Appendix 3)

Appendix 1 – Press Advertisement
Unauthorised Vehicles on Public Roads – Section 71 Roads Act, 1993
South Dublin County Council wishes to advise that it is an offence under the above Act to place or retain a vehicle used for the purposes of advertising, the sale of goods, the provision of services or other similar purpose on a public road/ footpath/grass margin or any public property without the authorisation of the Roads Authority.

This includes the placing of vehicles “For Sale”.
The owner of any such unauthorised vehicle is instructed to remove the vehicle with immediate effect. Failing such removal, the Council will, without further notice, arrange for the removal of the offending vehicle in the interests public safety.

A vehicle removed and stored by South Dublin County Council under this Section shall be given to a person claiming it, but only if he/she makes a declaration in writing that he/she is the owner of the vehicle or is authorised by its owner to claim it, and pays the costs reasonably incurred by South Dublin County Council in removing and storing the said vehicle.

South Dublin County Council will retain any such vehicles for six (6) weeks. If at the end of this period, the vehicle remains unclaimed and not removed, South Dublin County Council will dispose of the vehicle as authorised under the Act.
Appendix 2 – Sample Sticker

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

The Council hereby advises that under Section 71 of the Roads Act, 1993

THIS VEHICLE IS PLACED
ILLEGALLY
ON THE PUBLIC ROAD.
PLEASE REMOVE THIS VEHICLE IMMEDIATELY

FAILURE TO DO SO SHALL LEAD TO THE REMOVAL OF THE VEHICLE BY SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
THE COST OF THE REMOVAL AND STORAGE OF THE VEHICLE MUST BE PAID BY THE OWNER, PRIOR TO IT BEING CLAIMED AND RECOVERED BY THE OWNER.

Upon its removal, the vehicle will be stored on behalf of the Council for a maximum period of six (6) weeks, after which time the Council shall dispose of the vehicle.
Appendix 3 – Sample Letter by Registered Post

Notice Under Section 71 of the Roads Act, 1993
A. N. Other
Address
Address

RE: Unauthorised placing of Goods for Sale on Public Roadside
Vehicle Registration No.
Vehicle Location:
Dear ………..,

It has come to the attention of South Dublin County Council that Vehicle Registration No. …………… of which you are the registered owner has been placed for sale on the public roadside at the above location.

You are hereby formally notified that such practice is an offence under Section 71 of the Roads Act, 1993.
You are further notified that should you fail to remove the vehicle within 24 hours, or should you remove the vehicle and place it on the roadside on any future occasion, the Gardai will be notified and South Dublin County Council will effect the immediate removal of the above vehicle as authorised under the Act.

You are strongly advised to note the following additional provision of Section 71 of the Roads Act, 1993:-

A vehicle removed and stored by, or on behalf of, South Dublin County Council in accordance with the provisions of Section 71 shall be given to a person claiming it, if, he/she makes a declaration in writing that he/she is the owner of the vehicle or is authorised by its owner to claim it and pays the amount of the expenditure reasonably incurred in removing and storing the said vehicle.

South Dublin County Council may dispose, or procure the disposal, of a vehicle removed and stored after the expiry of six (6) weeks from the date of its removal under Section 71 if:-

(a) the owner of the vehicle fails to claim it and remove it from the place where it is stored within one month of the date on which a notice, advising of its removal, was served on him/her or

(b) the name and address of the owner of the vehicle cannot be ascertained by reasonable inquiry.

Yours sincerely,

__________________________

Administrative Officer
Roads Department”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors R. Dowds, S. O’Connor, S. Laing, T. McDermott, G. O’Connell, T. Gilligan, D. Keating and C. Keane.

Mr. F. Coffey responded to the Members’ queries.

It was proposed by Councillor B. Gogarty, seconded by Councillor D. Keating and RESOLVED:

“That Policy Document on Sale of Motor Vehicles on Public Roads be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

(C/0397/07)
QUESTIONS

It  was proposed by Councillor B. Gogarty, seconded by Councillor Dowds         and RESOLVED:


“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 Questions numbered Q1 to Q18 be 
ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
(C/0398/07)  ESB PROGRAMME OF WORKS

QUESTION:  Councillor D. Keating 

To ask the Manager to write to the ESB to request details of the ESB's scheduled    
programme of works, short, medium and long term, for the removal of overhead 
electricity cabling in our villages, housing estates and open spaces, and for 
relevant details of the ESB's policy on overhead electricity cabling?

REPLY:
The ESB will be written to and details of their programme for the South Dublin area will be requested together with their current policies. It should be noted that these policies will vary depending on the capacity of the circuits and the ESB is being requested to give details in relation to each level of capacity. When a reply is received the Councillor will be informed.
(C/0399/07) 
FOOTPATH SURVEY 


QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating 



To ask the Manager to report in detail on the results of the footpath survey for 
South Dublin as undertaken in the first half of 2007?

REPLY:
Provision was made in the 2007 Budget to undertake a survey of all footpaths in the County. The countywide footpath survey is almost complete. The survey by it's nature was time consuming and required a major staff input. The results of the survey are being analysed at present on the basis of the agreed gradings protocol from 1 to 5 ( 1 -being satisfactory to 5 -requiring attention as soon as resources are available). This analysis will enable the preparation and presentation of a Priority Maintenance Programme. It is hoped to complete the programme by the end of the week commencing 12th November 2007 and the details will be presented to Area Committees in November and December 2007.

(C/0400/07)  TRAFFIC CALMING

QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating 


To ask the Manager to report on the progress of the current Traffic Calming Programme for South Dublin. Would the Manager specifically report on the delays in agreeing the remaining schedules in each area in South Dublin. Would the Manager also report on what research has taken/is taking place to source possible alternatives to the traditional ramp as being the main feature of traffic calming schemes?

REPLY:
The present position on Traffic Calming Programme (1) is as follows:-

Lucan
Cells Roads
Hillcrest- Complete Ballyowen Road - Complete
Arthur Griffith Park - Complete The Coppice/Dingle - Complete
Lucan Heights - To be designed Ballyowen Lane 50% Complete
Palmerstown -Design being discussed Esker Lane 95% Complete
with local Councillors. 
Clondalkin
Cells Roads
St. John's - Complete Aylmer Road - Complete
Monastery Gate - Complete Oatfield Avenue - Complete
Cherrywood - Complete St. Ronan's Avenue - Complete
Rowlagh - Complete Palmerstown Woods - Complete
Terenure/Rathfarnham
Cells Roads
Ashfield/Fortfield - Complete Beverly/Knockfield - Complete
Butterfield - Complete Kennington Road - Complete
Beechfield/Cheeryfield - Complete Keadeen Avenue - Complete
Knocklyon - to be designed Wainsfort Avenue - Complete
Tallaght Central
Cells Roads
Kingswood/Kilnamanagh- Complete Alpine Rise/Belgard Hts - Complete
Oldbawn - Complete The Park, Millbrook Lawns - Complete
Tymon North - Complete Seskin View Avenue/Drive -
being discussed with local Councillors.
Tallaght South
Cells Roads
Sundale/Suncroft - Complete Ballycullen Ave/Drive - Complete
Brookview/Fettercairn - Complete Daletree/Parklands - Complete
Allenton/Oldcourt - Complete Kilclare Avenue - Complete
Aylesbury/Cushlawn - being designed Johnstown Road - Complete
Programme (2)
Lucan
Schemes selected:-
Earlsfort - Complete
Clondalkin
Schemes selected:-
Kilcronan/Kilmahuddrick/Grangeview/Deansrath & Melrose - to be designed.
Terenure/Rathfarnham
Schemes selected:-
1.Moyville/Pearse Bros/Palmer Pk/Whitechurch/Glenmore Pk & Grangebrook - to be designed
2. Dangan/Shelton/Muckross/Hillsbrook& Fernhill - to be designed


The selection of further schemes will be included on the December Agenda of the 3 Area Committees.

Depending on the issues to be addressed, speeding,rat-running, joy riding etc.. the following measures are taken into account in the design of a traffic calming scheme:-

a) cul - de - sac 

b) pedestrian/traffic lights 

c) chicanes (build outs)

d) roundabouts

e) bus ramps, bus cushions and standard ramps.

These traffic calming measures are used either singly or in combination for retro fitting traffic calming in existing housing areas, roads and streets. The best traffic calming measures are those that are designed in when housing scheme layouts are being prepared in the initial design stages. This is what the Council's Roads and Planning Departments require in new build housing areas and what experience and research has shown to be the best form of traffic calming. 
(C/0401/07) 
SPECIAL AMENITY ORDER- LIFFEY VALLEY

QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating 

To ask the Manager to report on ways in which the Special Amenity Area Order 
applicable to the Liffey Valley, can be extended?
REPLY:
The current procedures for making a Special Amenity Area Order are set out in Sections 202 and 203 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 below.

Extract from Planning & Development Act 2000 - Sections 202 & 203
“202.—
(1) Where, in the opinion of the planning authority, by reason of—
(a) its outstanding natural beauty, or
(b) its special recreational value,
and having regard to any benefits for nature conservation, an area should be declared under this section to be an area of special amenity, it may, by resolution, make an order to do so and the order may state the objective of the planning authority in relation to the preservation or enhancement of the character or special features of the area, including objectives for the prevention or limitation of development in the area.
(2) Where it appears to the Minister that an area should be declared under this section to be an area of special amenity by reason of—
(a) its outstanding natural beauty, or
(b) its special recreational value,
and having regard to any benefits for nature conservation, he or she may, if he or she considers it necessary, direct a planning authority to make an order under this section in relation to an area specified in the direction and may, if he or she thinks fit, require that objectives specified in the direction be included by the planning authority in the order in respect of matters and in a manner so specified, and if the Minister gives a direction under this subsection the planning authority concerned shall comply with the direction.
(3) An order made pursuant to a direction under subsection (2) shall be revoked or amended only with the consent of the Minister.
(4) An order under this section shall come into operation on being confirmed, whether with or without modification, under section 203.
(5) Where the functional areas of two planning authorities are contiguous, either authority may, with the consent of the other, make an order under this section in respect of an area in or partly in the functional area of the other.
(6) Any order under this section may be revoked or varied by a subsequent order under this section.
(7) Subject to subsection (3), a planning authority may, from time to time, review an order made under this section (excepting any order merely revoking a previous order), for the purpose of deciding whether it is desirable to revoke or amend the order.
203.—(1) As soon as may be after it has made an order under section 202, a planning authority shall publish in one or more newspapers circulating in the area to which the order relates a notice—
(a) stating the fact of the order having been made, and describing the area to which it relates,
(b) naming a place where a copy of the order and of any map referred to therein may be seen during office hours,
(c) specifying the period (not being less than 4 weeks) within which, and the manner in which, objections to the order may be made to the planning authority, and
(d) specifying that the order requires confirmation by the Board and that, where any objections are duly made to the order and are not withdrawn, an oral hearing will be held and the objections will be considered before the order is confirmed.
(2) As soon as may be after the period for making objections has expired, the planning authority may submit the order made under section 202 to the Board for confirmation, and, when making any such submission, it shall also submit to the Board any objections to the order which have been duly made and have not been withdrawn.
(3) (a) If no objection is duly made to the order, or if all objections so made are withdrawn, the Board may confirm the order made under section 202, with or without modifications, or refuse to confirm it.
(b) Where any objections to the order are not withdrawn, the Board shall hold an oral hearing and shall consider the objections, and may then confirm the order, with or without out modifications, or refuse to confirm it.
(4) Any reference in this Act, or any other enactment, to a special amenity area order shall be construed as a reference to an order confirmed under this section”.
Thus Section 202 empowers a Planning Authority to make an order by resolution where it is satisfied that an area should be declared to be an area of special amenity by reason of:

(a) its outstanding natural beauty, or 

(b) its special recreational value, and having regard to any benefits for nature conservation. 

An Order made under Section 202 comes into operation on being confirmed by An Bord Pleanala, with or without modifications.

It is an objective of the Council as stated in Specific Local Objective No. 3 included in the Development Plan 2004-2010 to:

“Investigate the feasibility of extending the Special Amenity Area Order to include all of the lands at Lucan Demesne, the Embassy - owned lands, the area behind Lucan BNS, St Edmondsbury, Fonthill, Woodville, the Kings Hospital and Waterstown Park, extending from the River Liffey up to the N4 and bordered by the Leixlip-Lucan Slip Road, Lucan Village Road, the Lucan Hill Road, the Lucan Road from the Church Car Park to Woodies, the N4 onwards towards the Old Lucan Road and onwards as far as Waterstown Park.” 
It should be noted that a Special Area Amenity Order does not convey any right of access to the public to the lands included within it.
(C/0402/07)
REGISTER OF ELECTORS

QUESTION: Councillor C. King 

To ask the Manager, what efforts have been or are being made to ensure the 
thousands of people who lost their franchise in the general election 2007 as a 
result of the review of the electoral register are returned back on the register and 
how does the Manager explain the disproportionate large numbers deleted from 
the register in the RAPID areas of the County where arguably there is a greater 
need for proper representation?
REPLY:
2007/2008 Register of Electors
The 2007 /2008 Register of Electors was compiled following an intensive national fieldwork campaign carried out in accordance with Circular Letter F08-06 (Revised procedure to improve the accuracy of 2007/2008 register), issued in 2006 by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (DoEHLG).

This enhanced data capture programme, to ensure an accurate and comprehensive register, included the appointment of a number of additional Field Workers.

At the time of the intensive update of the 2007/2008 Register the DoEHLG undertook an extensive publicity and awareness campaign. SDCC complemented this campaign at local level by local press advertising and awareness initiatives. These initiatives included setting up and managing awareness sessions at shopping centres and was also supported by local voluntary efforts of Tallaght Partnership, Dublin 12 Women’s Action Group, and An Cosán. As a result of fieldwork campaign in total 21,831 electors were added to the Register and 40,903 were deleted. A breakdown of these figures by constituency, local electoral area and polling district is available on members.net at this link Register of Electors 2007-2008\Electoral Tables. These tables include the details for the RAPID areas of Jobstown / Killinarden, Cushlawn, Fettercairn and Brookfield

2008/2009 Register of Electors
As in previous years the new Draft Register (2008/2009) was published on 1st November. It was prepared in accordance with Circular Letter-F 06-06 ( Preparing and maintaining the register)

At this point in time it has been circulated to all Post Offices, Libraries, Garda Stations, where it is available for public viewing. It is also available to view on line at www.sdcc.ie and www.checktheregister.ie. Local T.D.’s, Senators and local public representatives have been circulated with a copy of the Draft and are asked to encourage potential electors to check the draft register during the prescribed period: 1st November 2007 to 25th November 2007. Posters and newspaper notices have once again been circulated in the area to compliment the usual central government roadshow. 

The Franchise Section of SDCC will continue its efforts to ensure that electors are afforded the opportunity to 

a) check whether or not they are on the draft Register 

b) amend their information which is incorrect

c) add their franchise details.

The total number of electors on the 2008/2009 Draft Register is 174,071 (up by 2,100 electors from this time last year). A breakdown of these figures by constituency, local electoral area and polling district is available on members.net at Draft Register of Electors 2008-2009\Electoral Tables. 
The final register will be produced on 1st February 2008, effective from 15 th February 2008. This register will be used for franchise purposes during the period 15th February 2008 to 14th February 2009. 

The objective in compiling the Register of Electors is to ensure that all eligible voters are given an opportunity to participate in the democratic process anda high quality Register of Electors is essential to the successful operations of the electoral system. This authority will continue its work to achieve the highest possible degree of accuracy and comprehensiveness. 

However, it must be reiterated that all electors are responsible for ensuring that they are registered and should now check their registration details on the Draft Register. Electors are asked to take heed of local and national awareness campaigns and to advise our Franchise Section in writing on the appropriate form (RFA 1) corrections, amendments, additions within the prescribed period 1st November 2007 to 25th November 2007.
(C/0403/07)  BIO-DIVERSITY OFFICER


QUESTION: Councillor T. McDermott

 
To ask the Manager for details regarding the appointment of a Bio-diversity 
Officer and a Wildlife Officer for South Dublin?

REPLY: 
The Council are currently in the process of recruiting a Heritage Officer who will have responsibility for the areas of Bio Diversity and Wildlife. Applications have been received and shortlisted, interviews will be held during the month of November. 
(C/0404/07) 
GAELCHOLÁISTE

QUESTION: Councillor T. McDermott  

To ask the Manager the status of discussions with Gaelcholáiste Dheisceart Átha 
Cliath with regard to possible provision of a site for a Gealcholáiste and would he 
make a statement on the matter ?
REPLY:
The Development Department has not to date received a formal request to identify a site for a Gael Choláiste in the County's administrative area. However, a number of telephone calls have been received from persons, whom it is understood are members of a Committee set up to drive the above project. In the course of these conversations it was indicated that the preferred area for a site stretched from Ballyboden going southwards into the Dun Laoghaire Rathdown Administrative area, as the existing Coláiste de hIde at Tymon North Road already serves much of the Tallaght/Templeogue areas. The Council has very little land in the Ballyboden area generally, but the callers were advised to discuss the matter with the Planning Department in order to identify any suitably zoned private land banks in the area.

It is understood from the Council's Parks Department that a site at Dodder Valley Park, Templeogue has recently been suggested by the Committee for consideration, however in light of the proximity of this site to Coláiste de hIde it is unclear if this site will be acceptable to the Department of Education and Science or County Dublin V.E.C. 

In order to clarify and progress the matter, the members of the Committee have been advised that a formal written request should be submitted by the Department of Education or County Dublin V.E.C. clearly stating the area to be served by the above proposed Gaelcholáiste.
(C/0405/07)
DUBLIN MOUNTAINS INITIATIVE

QUESTION: Councillor T. McDermott 

To ask the Manager for an update on discussions with Dun Laoghaire / Rathdown, Coilte and the Dublin Mountains Initiative - particularly in respect of the objectives of Chapter 9 of the County Development Plan?

REPLY:
Following discussions with both Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council and Coilte, it was decided to prepare a recreational strategy for the Dublin Mountains. A steering committee has been set up involving representatives also from the Dublin Mountain Initiative and the National Park and Wildlife Service of the DOEHLG to progress this project. Consultants have been engaged to prepare a draft Strategy for the management and development of recreation, primarily on public owned land in the Dublin Mountains for a ten year period up to 2017. It is currently anticipated that the work of the consultants will be completed by the end of the year. The report of the Consultants will be brought to the attention of the Council when completed.

(C/0406/07)
GREEN SCHOOLS OFFICER/GREEN BUSINESS OFFICER

QUESTION: Councillor T. McDermott 


To ask the Manager for details regarding the positions, functions and activities of 
the Green Schools Officer and Green Business Officer in South Dublin County ?
REPLY:
In South Dublin County Council, there are two staff members employed in the promotion of environmental awareness. The Environmental awareness section includes an Environmental Awareness Officer and Assistant Environmental Awareness Officer. 

Their functions include the following:

· To promote prevention and awareness of best practice in waste management and litter awareness in the community and the organisation. 

· Develop recycling within the County 

· Increase awareness of water conservation in the County 

· Prepareand deliver aprogrammewithin the County targetted at:- 

· Households 

· Communities 

· Schools 

· Businesses

Activities of the section include the following:

· Delivery of the green schools programme 

· Organisation of Ecoweek 

· Implementation of Beautiful South Dublin County competition 

· Organisation of schools environmental awareness programme 

· Development of a community environmental awareness programme for Rapid areas in conjunction with Global Action Plan 

· Organisation of community environmental workshops 

· Coordination of the Pride of Place competition 

· Participating in the Local Agenda 21 group as determined by the County Development Board Action Plan. 

· Participation and coordination in anti litter campaigns – PURE, Anti Gum litter campaign, National Spring Clean. 

· Management of Departmental grant schemes – Environmental Partnership Fund and Anti- Litter Grant Fund. 

· Preparation and coordination of newsletter and information leaflets for the public.
(C/0407/07) 
COMMUNITY CENTRES

QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville



To ask the Manager to outline the number of community centres in  the 
administrative area of South Dublin County Council, the criteria for collecting 
environmental waste charges, the total amount collected from said community 
centres in the last financial year and would the Manager consider offering a 
waiver to said community centres in view of the valuable contribution they make 
to community life in the administrative area of South Dublin County Council ?

REPLY:
There are 30 Community centres in the County most of which are in Council ownership and under local management. There are three centres which are not in Council ownership. In addition the Council owns 10 smaller centres known as Neighbourhood Community Rooms which are located in Council housing estates.

Community centres pay a special reduced charge for waste collection which is currently €450 per annum per container. This reduced charge acknowledges the service the centres are providing to the local communities and their limited possibilities for fund raising. Community centres which have bars, pay the full charge which is currently €1700 per container per annum. The Council currently provides a waste collection service to the Neighbourhood Community Rooms free of charge. 

Invoices in the toal sum of €10,900 were issued to Community centres this year for refuse collection services. 

(C/0408/07)  FIRE SERVICES 


QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville 

To ask the Manager to outline South Dublin County Council's financial contribution for Fire Services in the last financial year, what percentage of the total contribution from the four local Authorities does this comprise, the number of fire stations within the four local authorities & the number of current fire stations within the administrative area of South Dublin County Council?

REPLY:
The Fire Service is provided to South Dublin County Council by Dublin City Council on an agency basis. The cost of this service to South Dublin County Council in 2006 was €16.6m. The estimated cost of providing this service for 2007 has been advised by Dublin City Council as €17.1m. The overall cost of providing the service in the Dublin region for 2006 was €99m and is broken down into such areas as salaries, wages, pensions, clothing, fire plant maintenance, fuel, telephone, radio equipment, rent, rates, insurance etc. This cost is apportioned between the four Local Authorities in the Dublin Region and is calculated using Rateable Valuation and Population Census figures for each Authority. The Council's contribution is therefore approximately 17% of the total cost.

Dublin City Council has advised that there are currently 12 full time Fire Stations in the Dublin Region and 2 retained (part time) Stations. There is one full time station located in South Dublin County Council's administrative area and this is a two pump station located at Belgard Road, Tallaght.
(C/0409/07)
RENTAL ACCOMMODATION SCHEME 

QUESTION: Councillor T. Ridge 

To ask the Manager how many landlords have joined the RAS letting scheme?

REPLY:
The Rental Accommodation Scheme commenced in South Dublin County Council in late 2005, the first landlords signed up to the scheme with effect from 1st January 2006. 

The transfer of properties to RAS has continued and at the 31st October 2007 two hundred and forty four landlords had contracted properties into the scheme. Several landlords had multiple properties resulting in a total of three hundred properties now housing former Rent Supplement Recipients.
(C/0410/07)
PILOT SCHOOL BUS PROJECT

QUESTION: 
Councillor E. Tuffy  


To ask the Manager if he will provide an updated report on the proposed pilot 
school bus project in the County?

REPLY:
The County Development Plan 2004-2010 sets the framework for physical and infrastructural development, and seeks to develop and improve, in a sustainable manner, the social, economic, cultural and environmental assets of our county. The April 2005 DTO pilot study report, “Safer routes to School, The Next Steps”, addressed the growing trend in the use of the car for school journeys, particularly in urban areas. Within this context, a School Transport System is seen as one possible way of significantly reducing the number of car journeys to and from primary schools within the South Dublin area.

In light of this, South Dublin County Council appointed a consultant to undertake a Feasibility Study for a School Transport System in order to determine the type of scheme which could be introduced, likely student uptake, and the method of implementation. 

The study has looked at various methods of implementation, and has recommended providing bus services to nine schools in the locality. The proposed service will be provided by tendering out to a private operator, and, assuming parental contributions of €2/day/child, will require an annual subsidy of €178,000. Depending on take-up, it has been calculated that it could remove up to 900 car journeys /day in the locality, which, as you can appreciate, would be of immense benefit, from both a commuter and an environmental perspective. 

In order to initiate the pilot service, we would need to retain the consultant, who carried out the initial feasibility study to obtain solid estimates from operators, determine interest from parents, finalise routes etc. The estimated cost of retaining the consultant to start up the scheme is €12,100 including VAT.

A letter has issued to the Department of Transport seeking funding for this project.
(C/0411/07)
 OUTER RING ROAD

 QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy


To ask the Manager if he will make an updated report on the Outer Ring Road 
project from Lucan to Tallaght?

REPLY:
As requested at the Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting on the 16th October 2007, it is intended to present a report on the condition and possible upgrading of the boundary treatment to a future meeting of the Committee.

(C/0412/07)
COUNTY ARTS CENTRE

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy
To ask the Manager for an updated report on the County Arts Centre project, including the anticipated completion date?
REPLY:
The Contract for the construction of the new County Arts Centre was signed with Townlink Construction on the 9th February 2007. The new County Arts Centre will be located adjacent to the LUAS line, towards the front of County Hall. 

The project, which has a contract value of in excess of €9M, was commissioned by the Community Services Department and developed by Architectural Services Department under the direction of the County Architect.

The construction of the County Arts Centre is expected to be completed late May 2008.
(C/0413/07)
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy 


To ask the Manager if he can provide figures for the total number of housing units 
(excluding house extensions) for which Planning Applications have been made in 
the County in the first ten months of 2007 and the corresponding figure for the 
first ten months of 2006?

REPLY:
Planning applications received in the first 10 months of 2006 involved proposals for a total of 2899 residential units (excluding extensions). The corresponding statistic for the same period in 2007 is 2682 residential units. 

(C/0415/07)
GRANGE CASTLE BUSINESS PARK

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy 


To ask the Manager for a progress report on the development of Grange Castle 
Business Park, including information on the number of companies who have 
already set up there or who have reached agreement with the Council to locate in 
the Park?
REPLY:
To date the disposal of three sites within the Park have been completed. The sites were disposed of to Wyeth Medica Ireland, Takeda and IAWS both the Wyeth and Takeda facilities have been completed for some time and the construction of the IAWS facility is currently underway. IAWS plan to commence operations from Grange Castle Business Park in mid 2008. 

The Council at its meeting held on 9th July, 2007 approved the disposal of a site of approximately 18.9 acres to Microsoft Ireland Operations Ltd. An application for Planning Permission for the development of a Data Centre Facility was subsequently lodged and the Final Grant of permission was issued the 26th October, 07. It is anticipated that the legalities will be completed in the coming weeks and that Microsoft will be on site before the end of November. 

In addition to the above the Council also disposed of two smaller sites to both ESB and Bord Gais to provide substations to service the Business Park. 

As the Members will be aware the Council works closely with IDA Ireland in identifying development opportunities for the Park. The Park, which is marketed internationally by IDA is one of only four strategic sites for large scale inward investment in the country and the Council works in close co-operation with the IDA on any FDI project which may consider locating in the Park. However, these IDA negotiations are carried out on a strictly confidential basis and can only be disclosed when promoters of the project, IDA and the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment formally announce the project. The Council will be kept appraised of new projects/developments as they arise. 

The construction of the new road and ancillary works south of the Takeda site to the Nangor Road should be completed within the next few weeks. 

Adjacent to the Business Park the following two projects are complimentary to the Business Park and will further assist its marketing to clients. 

A report under Part 8 in relation to the proposed Canal Green Route Project was noted at the October meeting of the Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee. A report is to be presented to the November meeting of the Council. 

The Council has advertised on the government procurement portal www.etenders.gov.ie for expressions of interest to develop the site at the golf course. This follows the failure of the Menolly Group to proceed with the proposed residential, leisure and commercial development. 
(C/0416/07) 
 REVENUE FROM SCHOOLS

QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren 

To ask the Manager to state the total revenue generated to South Dublin County 
Council from all schools in the administrative area of South Dublin County 
Council concerning the level of usage of water and waste services, and if he will 
make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:
In January 2004 in line with National Water Pricing Policy, South Dublin County Council introduced a Consolidated Water Charge for all water consumption with the exception of domestic users. This consolidated charge includes consumption and disposal (waterin/water out).The current charge is €1.78 per cubic meter.

There are 39 Secondary Schools and 98 Primary Schools in South Dublin County Council's administrative area. All Secondary Schools are metered for water charging purposes. The total income from these schools in 2006 was €165,455.

Primary Schools currently pay a fixed annual charge which varies from €80 to €240 based on rateable valuation. The income from these charges amounted to €11,995 in 2006. Under the current Non Domestic Metering Project all Primary Schools are being metered for water consumption and in line with the Water Framework Directive will be charged on this basis from January 2008. Regarding those Primary Schools which will not have meters installed by January 2008, usage will be estimated at 30 litres per day per head until such time as the meter is installed. Primary Schools with meters installed will be charged the Consolidated Water Charge of €1.78 per cubic meter. 

A letter advising of these charges was sent to the Department of Education and Science in October2006.
(C/0417/07)
PROPOSED VARIATION OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2004 – 2010 – NEWLANDS CROSS, CLONDALKIN, (PROPOSED VARIATION NO. 4) 
The following report, which was presented by Mr. Tom Doherty, Director of Planning, was CONSIDERED:
“Introduction

It is proposed to vary the South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004 – 2010 under Section 13 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) to facilitate appropriate upgrading of the existing signalised junction at Newlands Cross Clondalkin between the N7 (the National Primary Road from Dublin to Cork and Limerick) and the R113 (the main regional route between Tallaght, Clondalkin & Lucan).   The junction has been prioritised by South Dublin County Council and the National Roads Authority (NRA) for upgrading to a grade-separated junction. 

As part of the current M50 upgrade project the junction of the N7/M50 at Red Cow is being upgraded.  The result of this is that the existing traffic lights at Newlands Cross will pose a significant constraint on what is a major national road, the N7, which will have been upgraded to a high quality.  With this in mind South Dublin County Council and the NRA propose to provide a grade separated junction and to eliminate traffic lights for traffic travelling along the N7 at Newlands Cross.

Proposed Variation

Existing Specific Local Objective No. 52
Specific Local Objective No. 52 of the County Development Plan 2004-2010 provides for a grade-separated junction at Newlands Cross as follows: 

“Construct a grade-separated junction at Newlands Cross, to include an appropriate local traffic and segregated pedestrian facility at ground level with the N7 through traffic below grade.” 

To facilitate consideration of alternative options to providing a grade-separated junction it is proposed to delete the existing wording of the objective and to substitute a new wording.  Accordingly, the following revisions to the Written Statement and Maps of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004-2010 are proposed: 

Proposed Specific Local Objective No. 52 

A new Specific Local Objective No. 52 as follows to be inserted in Chapter 14 of the Written Statement of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004-2010 in place of the existing Specific Local Objective No. 52: 

“Construct a grade-separated junction at Newlands Cross.” 

Strategic Environmental Assessment Screening

A screening report was prepared pursuant to Article 13K of the Planning and Development (Strategic Environmental Assessment) Regulations 2004 following an assessment in accordance with Schedule 2A of the Regulations.  The screening report concluded that the Proposed Variation would not be likely to have significant effects on the environment.  The report was circulated to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and the Environmental Protection Agency, being the relevant Environmental Authorities.  No submissions or observations were received in response to these notifications, and the Council determined that the Proposed Variation would not be likely to have significant effects on the environment.

Public Notification

The proposed Variation of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004-2010 (Variation No. 4) Newlands Cross, Clondalkin, was advertised on 14th August 2007.  Written submissions/observations on the proposed Variation were invited from interested parties.  The period for receipt of submissions closed on 11th September 2007.  Three submissions were received during the consultation period.  Table 1 below sets out the list of these submissions and copies of the submissions are attached to this Report in Appendix A.

Table 1

List of Submissions on Proposed Variation No. 4
	Ref. No.
	Submitter
	Contact Name

	Var4/01
	An Taisce
	Ian Lumley, 

Heritage Officer

	Var4/02
	Dublin Bus
	Derry O'Leary 

	Var4/03
	Department of Communications, Energy

 and Natural Resources (DCENR) 
	Frances Heaslip, 

Co-ordination Unit


Procedure

The County Manager is required by the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended):

· to prepare a Report on the submissions/observations received during the consultation period, 

· to summarise the main points in the submissions, and 

· to make recommendations on the submissions.  

The Elected Members consider the Manager’s Report and then decide on the Variation not later than 6 weeks after receipt by them of the Manager’s Report.

Summary of Submissions

The issues raised in the submissions are summarised, commented on and recommended on in Table 2 below.

Table 2
Summary of Submissions with Response and Recommendations

	Ref. No.
	SUMMARY
	Response 
	RECOMMENDaTION

	Var4/01
	An assessment should be sought as to what traffic and demand management measures are proposed in order to reduce traffic demand and achieve the Dublin Transportation Office’s (DTO) Platform for Change objective of reducing congestion to 1991 levels.
	The assessment referred to in the submission forms part of the remit of the DTO in relation to its traffic demand management strategy set out in its “Strategy 2000-2016 – A Platform for Change – Final Report’ (page 65).  The assessment referred to in the submission will not form part of the assessment of the Newlands Cross grade separated interchange scheme itself, except in so far as the scheme must be compatible with the objectives set out in the DTO’s ‘A Platform for Change’.  The Scheme will be assessed in this regard as part of the EIS in relation to the interchange which is to be undertaken and submitted to An Bord Pleanala for adjudication.
	No change recommended to the wording of the proposed Variation.

	Var4/02
	Dublin Bus fully supports the proposed variation at Newlands Cross on the basis that it will give SDCC the necessary flexibility to find the best solution for all modes in this key area.
	The support of Dublin Bus is noted.
	No change recommended to the wording of the proposed Variation.

	Var4/03
	The DCENR have no objections to this proposed variation at this time. This is without prejudice to any comments that the Eastern Regional Fisheries Board may have in this matter. 
	The Eastern Regional Fisheries Board was notified of the proposed Variation and has not made any submission on it.
	No change recommended to the wording of the proposed Variation.


Conclusions

No changes to the wording of the Proposed Variation are recommended.

It is therefore recommended that the wording of the Proposed Variation be adopted as advertised and displayed.

Next Steps Regarding the Proposed Variation 

· The proposed variation and the County Manager’s Report shall be considered by the Members within 6 weeks of the submission to them of the Manager’s Report.

· In making a Variation, the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) states that the members of the authority shall be restricted to considering the proper planning and sustainable development of the area to which the development plan relates, the statutory obligations of the local authority and any relevant policies or objectives for the time being of the Government or any Minister of the Government.

· The members of the planning authority, having considered the proposed Variation and Manager's Report, may, by resolution as they consider appropriate, make the Variation, with or without modifications, or they may refuse to make it.

· A Variation of a Development Plan shall have effect from the date the variation is made.

· A SEA Statement to be published after any Variation is adopted shall include information on how environmental considerations have been integrated throughout the Variation process. 

The above report was noted at the Lucan/Clondalkin Committee meeting of 16th October 2007 and the Tallaght Area Committee of 22nd October 2007.

Recommendation

That this Council hereby resolves to make a Variation to the South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004–2010, Newlands Cross, Clondalkin (Variation No 4), as provided for under Section 13 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), by the substitution of the existing wording of Specific Local Objective No. 52 in Chapter 14 of the Written Statement of the County Development Plan 2004-2010, with the following wording:

“52 
Newlands Cross - Grade Separated Junction

Construct a grade-separated junction at Newlands Cross.”

APPENDIX A

SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED ON PROPOSED VARIATION NO. 4

	VAR4/01
	AN TAISCE


[image: image4.emf]
	VAR4/02
	DUBLIN BUS


From: O'Leary Derry [mailto:derry.oleary@dublinbus.ie] 
Sent: 28 August 2007 10:46
To: Paul Hogan; Michael Kenny
Cc: Meagher Joe; Doherty Paddy (O'Connell St); Matthews Mick; Keating Donal; Ryan John (BAC)
Subject: Proposed Variation No 4 SDCC Dev Plan 2004-2010 - Lands at Newlands Cross
Paul 

I refer to our brief discussion on the above. 

Dublin Bus fully supports the proposed variation at Newlands Cross on the basis that it will give SDCC the necessary flexibility to find the best solution for all modes in this key area. 
Please advise us of the outcome. 

Kind regards 

DERRY 
	VAR4/03
	DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS, ENERGY

 AND NATURAL RESOURCES (DCENR) 


From: Coordination Unit [mailto:Coordination.Unit@dcmnr.gov.ie] 
Sent: 10 September 2007 14:30
To: Paddy McNamara
Cc: Gerry Clerkin; Agnes Reilly
Subject: Proposed variation (No. 4) of South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004-2010. Lands at Newlands Cross, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.
10th September 2007 

Paddy McNamara

Administrative Officer

Planning Department 

South Dublin County Council

County Hall

Tallaght

Dublin 24

Re: South Dublin County Council – Proposed variation (No. 4) of South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004-2010. Lands at Newlands Cross, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.

Dear Mr. McNamara, 

I refer to a letter and enclosures of the 17th August 2007 in the above regard. 

The Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources have no objections tot his proposed variation to make at this time. 

The above is without prejudice to any comments that the Eastern Regional Fisheries Board may have in this matter.

Kind regards,

Frances Heaslip 
Coordination Unit 
DCENR 
Phone 01 6783084”
A discussion on the proposed variation to the Development Plan followed with contributions from Councillors R. Dowds, T. Gilligan, C. Keane, S. O’Connor, E. Tuffy, J. Hannon and S. Laing.
The following recommendation as outlined in the Manager’s report was CONSIDERED. 
It was proposed by Councillor B. Gogarty, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:
That this Council hereby resolves to make a Variation to the South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004–2010, Newlands Cross, Clondalkin (Variation No 4), as provided for under Section 13 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), by the substitution of the existing wording of Specific Local Objective No. 52 in Chapter 14 of the Written Statement of the County Development Plan 2004-2010, with the following wording:

“52 
Newlands Cross - Grade Separated Junction

Construct a grade-separated junction at Newlands Cross.”

The following addendum to the recommendation was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds, seconded by Councillors J. Hannon, T. Gilligan, S. Laing and C. Keane:
“..and that this Council favours an underpass on the N7 at Newlands Cross on the grounds that it may have less environmental impact than an overpass.”

Following discussion to which Mr. T. Doherty, Director of Planning and Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transportation responded the amendment was agreed and the amended motion as follows was PASSED:
“That this Council hereby resolves to make a Variation to the South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004–2010, Newlands Cross, Clondalkin (Variation No 4), as provided for under Section 13 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), by the substitution of the existing wording of Specific Local Objective No. 52 in Chapter 14 of the Written Statement of the County Development Plan 2004-2010, with the following wording:

“52 
Newlands Cross - Grade Separated Junction

Construct a grade-separated junction at Newlands Cross and that this Council favours an underpass on the N7 at Newlands Cross on the grounds that it may have less environmental impact than an overpass.”
(C/0418/07)
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading
(C/0419/07)
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES/SITES 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading

(C/0420/07)
REPORT ON PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCEDURE UNDER PART 8 OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT ACT,2000 AND THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS, 2001 – 2007 OF THE GREENHILLS ROAD QBC
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The attached report was considered at the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting (1) on Tuesday 2nd October 2007 and the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting (2) on Monday 22nd October 2007.

Following consideration of the report it was recommended by the Committees that the scheme as advertised be implemented.

It is now proposed to proceed with the scheme as advertised.

Terenure/Rathfarnham ACM report 2nd October 2007.
Greenhills Road QBC
1. Introduction

Part VIII of the Local Government Planning and Development Regulations 2001 outlines the requirements in respect of certain classes of Local Authority Developments.  These regulations apply to the proposed Greenhills Road Quality Bus Corridor.

The Quality Bus Corridor scheme will consist of the following:

· Changing road markings to omit the central hatching in the existing design and provide a 3.25 m wide bus lane in both directions.

· Reduce the traffic lane width from 4.5 m to 3.25 m.

· The bus lanes are to be operational for 24 hours, Monday to Sunday.

· The provision of approximately 1955 m of bus lane in the north-eastbound direction (to city centre) and 2170 m of bus lane in the south-westbound direction (to Tallaght). 

· No changes in the total width of the carriageway or cycle tracks.

· No changes to any of the junction design. 

The intention of the scheme is to:

· Ensure a quick and reliable bus service capable of providing consistent journey times. Hence, improving on bus journey times.

· Make better use of the available road space.

· Establish a high profile identity for bus services using the corridor.

· Link Tallaght town centre to the city centre and to join the South Clondalkin QBC at the Walkinstown Road/Long Mile Road junction.

The overall impacts of proposal are: 

· The provision of improved facilities for buses. 

· There will be significant time-savings for a large number of bus passengers.

· There will be no significant impact on journey times for general traffic or reduction in capacity.

· There will be no impact on cycle facilities.

2. Public Consultation Process

The proposal was advertised in the Irish Independent and The Echo in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 and was on public display from Tuesday 15th May 2007 to Wednesday 13th June 2007 at:

· South Dublin County Council Offices, County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

· County Hall Library, County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

Any person wishing to make a submission or observations with respect to the proposed development, dealing with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area in which the development would be situated was invited to do so. The latest date for the receipt of submissions was before 4:30 pm on Wednesday 27th June 2007.

3. Written Submissions

7 submissions were received as follows:

1. P. Keogh, 80 St. James Road, Greenhills, Dublin 12. 

2. Abacus Systems, 2-3 Mulcahy Keane Industrial Estate, Greenhills Road, Dublin 12.

3. Mairead and John Davis, 15 Keadeen Avenue, Green Park, Walkinstown, Dublin 12. 

4. Gloria Rooney, 5 Killakee Drive, Green Park, Greenhills.

5. Sean Cooke, 19 Birchview Lawns, Kilnamanagh, Tallght, Dublin 24.

6. Tallaght Community Council, 32 New Bawn Park, Old Bawn, Tallght, Dublin 24.

7. Michael O’Reilly, 6 Lugnaquilla Avenue, Greenhills, Dublin 12 (4 submissions).

Report on Submissions

1. P. Keogh

Keogh is happy with the introduction of bus lanes on Greenhills Road as this will improve bus service. He also enquired if Greenhills residents will have a shuttle bus to the LUAS station.

Response:

The bus lanes are being provided as part of the Quality Bus Network, which is a strategic plan developed by the DTO as part of A Platform for Change 2000-2016.

It is envisaged that with the introduction of bus lanes on this route and the large amount of development in the area, both ongoing and planned, Dublin Bus will provide more buses in order to improve the service.

Whilst it is not planned to introduce a dedicated shuttle bus to the LUAS, the introduction of the bus lanes for the existing bus services on Greenhills Road, which provide a link to the LUAS at The Square, will greatly benefit.

It should also be noted that with the introduction of the proposed bus lanes, there would be largely continuous quality bus priority measures linking the Greenhills area with Dublin City Centre via the recently opened South Clondalkin QBC.

2. Abacus Systems

Abacus Systems had no comment on the proposal.

3. Mairead and John Davis

The Davis’s raised concerns regarding changes to the existing bus services following implementation of the scheme, and whether residents of “Green Park Estate” will have adequate access to bus services. 

Response:

The realignment scheme has been approved by the elected representatives as part of a previous Part 8 process. However, as part of the detailed design of the scheme, consultation will take place between the consultants employed by South Dublin County Council and Dublin Bus, to ensure the maximum possible pedestrian access to the realigned bus routes.

4. Ms Gloria Rooney

Ms Rooney doesn’t see how a bus lane can fit on Greenhills Road as she normally cycles along Greenhills and is forced to cycle on the footpath. She also raised concerns about passengers smoking on buses. 

Response: 

The proposed QBC is part of the realignment scheme that was approved during a previous Part 8 public consultation process. This scheme consists of a 12.5 m wide carriageway with two 4.5 m wide traffic lanes and 3.5m of central hatching. The scheme will also include 1.5 m wide off road cycle tracks and a 1.8 m wide footpath. The Quality Bus Network Project Office (QBNPO) is proposing to change the design of the road markings to omit the central hatching. The carriageway cross section will therefore comprise of a 3.25m bus lane in each direction and  a 3.25 m wide traffic lane in each direction with no impacts on the off-road cycle tracks and footpaths.

With regard to passengers smoking on the buses, this is a matter for Dublin Bus and will be forwarded on to them accordingly. 
5. Mr Sean Cooke

Mr Cooke is of the opinion that money will not be well spent to introduce a bus lane that will be terminated before the Greenhills Road bridge over the M50, as the buses will have to merge with the existing traffic at this location. Hence, he wanted to know how bus commuters can save time because of this. In addition, he pointed out that the cyclist will also have to merge with traffic at this bridge and he believes that this will create unsafe conditions for the road users.

He also commented because of the introduction of a bus lane next to Birchview Avenue, the green space in front of Birchview Avenue will be decreased and a number of mature trees, which serve as a barrier against noise and exhaust pollution, will be destroyed. 

Response: 

The proposed scheme under consideration as part of this Part 8 process does not include bus priority measures at the Greenhills Road Bridge over the M50. However, South Dublin County Council, in conjunction with the QBNPO are currently preparing a design for full bus priority measures at the Greenhills Road bridge over the M50. It is envisaged that this will eliminate delays to buses at this location and will also provide for cyclists to safely cross the M50. 

In relation to the mature trees and green space in front of Birchview Avenue, the QBNPO is only proposing to change the road markings of the previously approved realignment scheme and not to widen the road.

6. Tallaght Community Council

Tallaght Community Council proposed an alternative three lane system for the Greenhills Road with the centre lane alternating as inbound and outbound during rush hour i.e. being inbound during the morning peak and outbound in the evening peak.  

Response:

A reversible lane system requires a large amount of infrastructure in order to accommodate the changeover safely and within a sufficiently long distance. This cannot be accommodated within this relatively short stretch of road, particularly with the large number of junctions on the route. In addition the above proposal would require the carriageway to be designed to accommodate 5-lanes. This cannot be accommodated within the carriageway cross section approved for the realignment scheme

It should be noted that the layout of the realignment scheme as approved by the elected representatives of South Dublin County Council, included for one traffic lane in each direction. The proposals for the bus priority measures do not seek to alter this in order to accommodate bus lanes.

7. Mr Michael O’Reilly

Mr O’Reilly had 4 submissions:

a. He requested to minimise the road closure, if any, of Greenhills Road at Walkinstwon roundabout.  

b. He questioned how could the residents of Green Park access the QBC as the bus stop positions were not shown on drawing. He also commented that there appears to be insufficient pedestrian crossing for the Green Park residents to access the inbound QBC. 

c. He requested to modify the bus lanes at Walkinstown roundabout so that inbound buses can be given more priority.

d. He requested if the right turning lane length on Greenhills Road to Tymon North could be increased as he thinks that the provided length is inadequate. He suggested shortening the outbound bus lane between Tymon North and Mayberry Road for this. 

Response: 

a. The construction of the scheme will be carried out in order to minimise the disruption to the surrounding areas.

b. The realignment scheme has been approved by the elected representatives as part of a previous Part 8 process. However, as part of the detailed design of the scheme, consultation will take place between the consultants employed by South Dublin County Council and Dublin Bus, to ensure the maximum possible pedestrian access to the realigned bus routes.

c. It is not clear to what, Mr O’Reilly is referring, in relation to this point. The proposals are to be applied to the previously approved realignment scheme. This scheme terminates approximately 450m south west of Walkinstown Roundabout and provides for bus lanes in both directions throughout the scheme.

d. The bus lanes have been designed in order to maximise the bus priority measures. It is necessary to provide the maximum length of bus lane whilst also providing for the remaining traffic. A dedicated right turning lane has been provided at this location, which is considered adequate. It is therefore not proposed to reduce the length of the bus lane in this location.

4. Summary

The proposed Greenhills Road Quality Bus Corridor is in accordance with the 2004-2010 County Development Plan and with the proper planning and development of the area. It is therefore proposed to proceed with the Quality Bus Corridor as proposed. The bus priority scheme measures will be designed in conjunction with the Quality Bus Network Project Office. 33 % of the total scheme costs will be provided under the Dublin Transportation Office Traffic Management Grants Scheme.

TALLAGHT ACM REPORT 22ND OCTOBER 2007
Planning and Development Act 2000
Part 8 Planning and Development Regulations 2001 

Part 8 Report - Greenhills Road QBC
1. Introduction

Part VIII of the Local Government Planning and Development Regulations 2001 outlines the requirements in respect of certain classes of Local Authority Developments. These regulations apply to the proposed Greenhills Road Quality Bus Corridor.

The Quality Bus Corridor scheme will consist of the following:

Changing road markings to omit the central hatching in the existing design and provide a 3.25m wide bus lane in both directions.

· · Reduce the traffic lane width from 4.5m to 3.25m.

· · The bus lanes are to be operational for 24 hours, Monday to Sunday.

· · The provision of approximately 1955m of bus lane in the north-eastbound direction (to city centre) and 2170m of bus lane in the south-westbound direction (to Tallaght). 

· · No changes in the total width of the carriageway or cycle tracks.

· · No changes to any of the junction design. 

The intention of the scheme is to:

· · Ensure a quick and reliable bus service capable of providing consistent journey times. Hence, improving on bus journey times.

· · Make better use of the available road space.

· · Establish a high profile identity for bus services using the corridor.

· · Link Tallaght town centre to the city centre and to join the South Clondalkin QBC at the Walkinstown Road/Long Mile Road junction.

The overall impacts of proposal are: 

· · The provision of improved facilities for buses. 

· · There will be significant time-savings for a large number of bus passengers.

· · There will be no significant impact on journey times for general traffic or reduction in capacity.

· · There will be no impact on cycle facilities.

2. Public Consultation Process

The proposal was advertised in the Irish Independent and The Echo in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 and was on public display from Tuesday 15th May 2007 to Wednesday 13th June 2007 at:

· South Dublin County Council Offices, County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

· County Hall Library, County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin24.

Any person wishing to make a submission or observations with respect to the proposed development, dealing with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area in which the development would be situated was invited to do so. The latest date for the receipt of submissions was before 4:30 pm on Wednesday 27th June 2007.

3. Written Submissions

7 submissions were received as follows:

1. P. Keogh, 80 St. James Road, Greenhills, Dublin 12. 

2. Abacus Systems, 2-3 Mulcahy Keane Industrial Estate, Greenhills Road, Dublin 12.

3. Mairead and John Davis, 15 Keadeen Avenue, Green Park, Walkinstown, Dublin 12. 

4. Gloria Rooney, 5 Killakee Drive, Green Park, Greenhills.

5. Sean Cooke, 19 Birchview Lawns, Kilnamanagh, Tallght, Dublin 24.

6. Tallaght Community Council, 32 New Bawn Park, Old Bawn, Tallght, Dublin 24.

7. Michael O’Reilly, 6 Lugnaquilla Avenue, Greenhills, Dublin 12 (4 submissions).

Report on Submissions

1. P. Keogh
Mr. Keogh is happy with the introduction of bus lanes on Greenhills Road as this will improve bus service. He also enquired if Greenhills residents will have a shuttle bus to the LUAS station.

Response:
The bus lanes are being provided as part of the Quality Bus Network, which is a strategic plan developed by the DTO as part of A Platform for Change 2000-2016.

It is envisaged that with the introduction of bus lanes on this route and the large amount of development in the area, both ongoing and planned, Dublin Bus will provide more buses in order to improve the service.

Whilst it is not planned to introduce a dedicated shuttle bus to the LUAS, the introduction of the bus lanes for the existing bus services on Greenhills Road, which provide a link to the LUAS at The Square, will greatly benefit.

It should also be noted that with the introduction of the proposed bus lanes, there would be largely continuous quality bus priority measures linking the Greenhills area with Dublin City Centre via the recently opened South Clondalkin QBC.

2. Abacus Systems
Abacus Systems had no comment on the proposal.

3. Mairead and John Davis
The Davis’s raised concerns regarding changes to the existing bus services following implementation of the scheme, and whether residents of “Green Park Estate” will have adequate access to bus services. 

Response:
The realignment scheme has been approved by the elected representatives as part of a previous Part 8 process. However, as part of the detailed design of the scheme, consultation will take place between the consultants employed by South Dublin County Council and Dublin Bus, to ensure the maximum possible pedestrian access to the realigned bus routes.

4. Ms Gloria Rooney
Ms Rooney doesn’t see how a bus lane can fit on Greenhills Road as she normally cycles along Greenhills and is forced to cycle on the footpath. She also raised concerns about passengers smoking on buses. 

Response: 
The proposed QBC is part of the realignment scheme that was approved during a previous Part 8 public consultation process. This scheme consists of a 12.5m wide carriageway with two 4.5m wide traffic lanes and 3.5m of central hatching. The scheme will also include 1.5m wide off road cycle tracks and a 1.8m wide footpath. The Quality Bus Network Project Office (QBNPO) is proposing to change the design of the road markings to omit the central hatching. The carriageway cross section will therefore comprise of a 3.25m bus lane in each direction and a 3.25m wide traffic lane in each direction with no impacts on the off-road cycle tracks and footpaths.

With regard to passengers smoking on the buses, this is a matter for Dublin Bus and will be forwarded on to them accordingly. 

5. Mr Sean Cooke
Mr Cooke is of the opinion that money will not be well spent to introduce a bus lane that will be terminated before the Greenhills Road bridge over the M50, as the buses will have to merge with the existing traffic at this location. Hence, he wanted to know how bus commuters can save time because of this. In addition, he pointed out that the cyclist will also have to merge with traffic at this bridge and he believes that this will create unsafe conditions for the road users.

He also commented because of the introduction of a bus lane next to Birchview Avenue, the green space in front of Birchview Avenue will be decreased and a number of mature trees, which serve as a barrier against noise and exhaust pollution, will be destroyed. 

Response: 
The proposed scheme under consideration as part of this Part 8 process does not include bus priority measures at the Greenhills Road Bridge over the M50. However, South Dublin County Council, in conjunction with the QBNPO are currently preparing a design for full bus priority measures at the Greenhills Road bridge over the M50. It is envisaged that this will eliminate delays to buses at this location and will also provide for cyclists to safely cross the M50. 

In relation to the mature trees and green space in front of Birchview Avenue, the QBNPO is only proposing to change the road markings of the previously approved realignment scheme and not to widen the road.
6. Tallaght Community Council
Tallaght Community Council proposed an alternative three lane system for the Greenhills Road with the centre lane alternating as inbound and outbound during rush hour i.e. being inbound during the morning peak and outbound in the evening peak. 

Response:
A reversible lane system requires a large amount of infrastructure in order to accommodate the changeover safely and within a sufficiently long distance. This cannot be accommodated within this relatively short stretch of road, particularly with the large number of junctions on the route. In addition the above proposal would require the carriageway to be designed to accommodate 5-lanes. This cannot be accommodated within the carriageway cross section approved for the realignment scheme

It should be noted that the layout of the realignment scheme as approved by the elected representatives of South Dublin County Council, included for one traffic lane in each direction. The proposals for the bus priority measures do not seek to alter this in order to accommodate bus lanes.

7. Mr Michael O’Reilly
Mr O’Reilly had 4 submissions:

a. He requested to minimise the road closure, if any, of Greenhills Road at Walkinstwon roundabout. 

b. He questioned how could the residents of Green Park access the QBC as the bus stop positions were not shown on drawing. He also commented that there appears to be insufficient pedestrian crossing for the Green Park residents to access the inbound QBC. 

c. He requested to modify the bus lanes at Walkinstown roundabout so that inbound buses can be given more priority.

d. He requested if the right turning lane length on Greenhills Road to Tymon North could be increased as he thinks that the provided length is inadequate. He suggested shortening the outbound bus lane between Tymon North and Mayberry Road for this. 

Response: 
a. The construction of the scheme will be carried out in order to minimise the disruption to the surrounding areas.

b. The realignment scheme has been approved by the elected representatives as part of a previous Part 8 process. However, as part of the detailed design of the scheme, consultation will take place between the consultants employed by South Dublin County Council and Dublin Bus, to ensure the maximum possible pedestrian access to the realigned bus routes.

c. It is not clear to what, Mr O’Reilly is referring, in relation to this point. The proposals are to be applied to the previously approved realignment scheme. This scheme terminates approximately 450m south west of Walkinstown Roundabout and provides for bus lanes in both directions throughout the scheme.

d. The bus lanes have been designed in order to maximise the bus priority measures. It is necessary to provide the maximum length of bus lane whilst also providing for the remaining traffic. A dedicated right turning lane has been provided at this location, which is considered adequate. It is therefore not proposed to reduce the length of the bus lane in this location.

4. Summary

The proposed Greenhills Road Quality Bus Corridor is in accordance with the 2004-2010 County Development Plan and with the proper planning and development of the area. It is therefore proposed to proceed with the Quality Bus Corridor as proposed. The bus priority scheme measures will be designed in conjunction with the Quality Bus Network Project Office. 33% of the total scheme costs will be provided under the Dublin Transportation Office Traffic Management Grants Scheme.

Link to map”
The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the proposed development be carried out as recommended in the Manager’s Report.
(C/0421/07)
REPORT ON PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCEDURE UNDER PART 8 OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT ACT,2000 AND THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS, 2001 - 2007 Of THE INSTALLATION OF TWO MEZZANINE FLOORS, LIFTS /STAIRS AND ANCILLARY SANITARY FACILITIES TO A RETAIL UNIT AT BLOCK "F",TALLAGHT CROSS EAST, TOWN CENTRE,TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24.
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The following Report was considered at the Tallaght area Committee Meeting (2) on Monday, 22nd October, 2007. 

“ Report on Public Consultation Procedure under Part 8 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 and the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001-2007 for the installation of two mezzanine floors, lifts/stairs and ancillary sanitary facilities to a retail unit at Block “F”, Tallaght Cross East, Town Centre, Tallaght, Dublin 24” 
Part 8 of the Local Government Planning and Development Regulations, 2001-2007 prescribes the requirements in respect of certain classes of Local Authority Developments. These Regulations apply to the proposal to:- 
· Install two mezzanine floors, lifts, stairs and ancillary sanitary facilities to a retail unit at Block “F”, Tallaght Cross, Town Centre, Tallaght, Dublin 24. 
Public Consultation Process. 
The proposal was advertised in the Irish Independent on the 9th July, 2007, in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001-2007 and was on public display at South Dublin County Council offices:- 
County Hall, Town Centre, Talalght, Dublin 24. 
Civic Offices, Clondalkin, Dublin 22. 
From Tuesday, 10th July, 2007 to Monday 20th August, 2007. 
Any person wishing to make a submission or observation with respect to the proposed development dealing with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area in which the development is situated was invited to do so. the latest date for receipt of submissions was up and including 5.00 p.m. Monday, 3rd September, 2007. 
Submissions Received. 
No Submissions received to the proposal. 
Recommendation. 
The proposed works are consistent with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area having regard to the zoning and specific local objectives of the Development Plan, 2004-2010. it is recommended that the development works as proposed be proceeded with. 
The recommendation of the committee will be brought to the County Council Meeting for decision”
Following consideration of the Report it was recommended by the Committee that the development as advertised should be proceeded with. 

The proposed works are consistent with proper planning and sustainable development of the area having regard to the Development Plan 2004-2010. Accordingly, it is now proposed to proceed with the development works as proposed.”
The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the proposed development be carried out as recommended in the Manager’s Report.
(C/0422/07)
REPORT ON PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCEDURE UNDER PART 8 OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 – 2007 IN THE PROPOSED GREEN PEDESTRIAN AND CYCLE ROUTE ALONG THE GRAND CANAL FROM BROWNSTOWN TO INCHICORE INCORPORATING 110KV DUCTING. 

The following report, which was presented by Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Economic Development, was CONSIDERED:

“The following report was noted at the Lucan/Clondalkin area Committee Meeting (1) on Tuesday 16th October, 2007. 

The following report was noted by the Lucan-Clondalkin Area Committee at its meeting held on the 15th May 2007.

“The Council approved the ‘Green Routes in South Dublin County’ report at its April meeting. The Grand Canal route is highlighted in the report as a major spine route recommended for construction in phase one of the network. As outlined in the report the proposal is confined to the southern towpath of the canal and does not interfere with any proposals or objectives which may be brought forward for the northern towpath.

The Council in recognising that the need for the availability of power in the County is a critical element in developing economic infrastructure is endeavouring to address the lack of power in the West of the County by initiating this joint project with the ESB, Waterways Ireland, Dublin City Council and South Dublin County Council. This project will deliver the Grand Canal section of the Pedestrian and Cycle Route network together with the provision of an underground ESB ducting system to facilitate the provision of power to the West of South Dublin County. The Green Routes project includes the provision of footpaths, cycle tracks, canal furniture, public lighting, CCTV and landscaping works along the routes. The project when completed will provide a significant off road route through the heart of the County and will link into the already constructed route in the Dublin City area.

It is now proposed to initiate the Part 8 procedure under the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001 and 2003.”

The proposal was advertised in the Irish Independent on the 17th May 2007 in accordance with the requirements of Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations. Plans and particulars of the proposed works were displayed in the Council’s offices in Tallaght and Clondalkin from 17th May. The closing date for receipt of submissions and observations dealing with the proper planning and development of the area was 5 p.m. on the 28th June 2007.

However it was agreed to include the second phase of the route in the Part 8 report and for this reason the proposal including the extension to Brownstown was advertised in the Irish Independent on the 10th July 2007. Plans and particulars of the proposed works were displayed in the Council’s offices in Tallaght and Clondalkin from that date. The closing date for receipt of submissions and observations dealing with the proper planning and development of the area was 5 p.m. on the 4th September 2007.

Fourteen submissions were received as follows:

1. Lucan Planning Council
2. Ronan Herron
3. Loc Canail
4. Loc Canail
5. David Fadden
6. David Fadden
7. Irish WildLife Trust
8. National Roads Authority
9. Department of Communication, Marine and Natural Resources
10. Dublin Transportation Office
11. Concerned Residents of the Grange
12. John and Beverley Power
13. Norah C. Carlson
14. Henry and Timothy Crowley
1. Submission from Lucan Planning Council
Lucan Planning Council Ltd supports the development of the wild life, amenity and recreational uses of the Grand Canal. However they have the following reservations and concerns:
1.1 The use of the towpath as a conduit for cables raises issues relating to destabilizing the banks, flooding of conduits and potential radiation.
The canal banks will be supported during construction to prevent collapse and will be strengthened as a result of these works. There is no risk of flooding of conduits or of radiation. Ducting and chambers will be sealed against flooding.

1.2 The towpath is a major wild life corridor and the environmental impacts require detailed study.
The environmental impacts of the proposed scheme have been studied in an ecology report and archaeology report which have reported no significant impacts for the scheme. Public lighting may be dimmed and / or switched off during core nighttime hours (timeframe to be agreed with relevant interested bodies) to minimize impact on wildlife.

1.3Turning the towpath into a cycle lane and a footpath would cause a major negative impact on the environment. We would be opposed to a 2m cycle path adjoining the canal bank. We would advocate a gritted or gravel footpath rather than concrete or tar macadam. As the towpath was constructed for horses, and given the interest in horses in the local community, consideration should be given to some controlled horse traffic.
The towpath is already paved between the Naas Road and Ninth Lock Road. The footpath and cyclepath will replace mowed or well trodden grass which is of no environmental significance. Gritted or gravel footpaths are not suitable for impaired mobility use. Horse traffic is not currently permitted along the towpath by Waterways Ireland, and would conflict with the other uses proposed on the re-surfaced path.

1.4 Street lighting is totally inappropriate to the rural atmosphere of the canal. Any security issues need to be addressed by other means – possibly CCTV with night vision.
This section of the canal is urban / semi-urban. Commuters already use the route and lighting is required for safety reasons in addition to security needs. Lighting may be dimmed / switched off during core nighttime hours. CCTV will be night capable with the ability to work in low light conditions. 

1.5 There is no provision for the footpath to safely cross the road at the 12th lock.
A toucan crossing will be incorporated into the R120 upgrade works at this point.

1.6 LPC is opposed to these proposals in their present form and requests that a thorough environmental impact or ecological report is completed before any such scheme is adopted.
A thorough ecology report which covers environmental issues including impacts on flora and fauna has been carried out and has not reported any significant environmental impact. An archaeology study has also been completed to Environmental Impact Study guidelines in order to highlight any archaeological or heritage issues along the route. A full Environmental Impact Study is not required under the European Communities (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations, 1989.

2. Submission from Ronan Herron
2.1 As a canal user I am just wondering whether the proposed improvements include any provision to dredge this section of the canal or indeed whether Waterways Ireland have any plans to make improvements along this section.
There are no proposals under this scheme to dredge the canal. Waterways Ireland is responsible for maintenance of the canal. However these works will facilitate future dredging of the canal.

2.2 Could you let me know the height of any new footbridges? A minimum of 3.5 metres air-draft is required for a lot of the craft now plying the Grand Canal.
Bridges will take account of future developments. A footbridge proposed under existing development plans may proceed under this scheme in order to link with proposed parkland to the north of Grange Castle. Any footbridges to be constructed will meet Waterways Ireland’s navigation requirements.

2.3 What is the timescale for these improvements?
The works will take circa 18 months to complete and are scheduled to begin in January 2008.

2.4 Will they be completed to coincide with the opening of the Royal Canal in July/August 2008?
The works will not be completed until 2009.

3. Submission from Loc Canail
3.1 Is it proposed to locate the cycleway at the water’s edge, with the pedestrian walkway extending out from it, as would appear to be the case from the indicative drawings – or is a distance from the water’s edge specified – if so, what is the distance?
The path will be set back from the water’s edge by a minimum of 0.5m and will increase in places where space permits 

3.2 Where is it proposed to locate the cable route, i.e. distance from the water’s edge, depth to be buried?
The cable route will be a minimum of 1.5m from the water’s edge. This distance will vary to accommodate existing services already located within the canal towpath.

3.3 Design specifications for the cable, conduits and maintenance access points.
The cable and conduits will be to standard ESB specification. Maintenance points will be located strategically over the route.

3.4 Please provide details of bridges proposed – width, design specifications proposed (locations specified on maps)
Bridges are shown as indicative locations on the Part 8 drawings. Bridges will take account of future development projects and be designed to allow access for impaired mobility users

3.5 Will provisions be made in the design to retain the canal bank eco-system and the associated, existing, hedgerows, streams and ditches?
The existing canal bank and associated eco-systems will be protected and enhanced landscaping for the extent of the works will further improve the localized eco-systems.

3.6 Will lighting be on 24/7?
Lighting may be dimmed and/or switched off during core nighttime hours.

3.7 Is the impact/design of lighting on crayfish, birds, bats and other species and the habitat as a whole to be assessed?
An ecology survey has been carried out which classifies ecological impact as minimal.

3.8 Is it intended to include interpretation noticeboards outlining areas of importance for heritage and wildlife in the design?
Interpretation notice boards will be included as part of the enhanced landscaping.

3.9 Will the design be cognizant of the fact that this route is a wildlife corridor linking urban and rural areas, the importance of which has never been assessed in terms of its importance for protection of bio-diversity? If so, in what way/s?
Bio-diversity has been considered within the ecology report which has classified the impact of this scheme as minimal. All necessary measures will be included to protect and enhance the natural environment of the canal within the proposed landscaping, including possible incorporation of bird boxes and otter holts.

3.10 What environmental protection measures are built into the design in relation to construction materials and processes?
All construction processes will comply with environmental protection law. Every effort will be made to ensure protection of the environment during construction.

3.11 What consideration, if any, has been given to alternative routes, e.g. on the north bank of the Canal, which is already in use for vehicular access?
The north bank of the canal has in general a higher level of existing flora and fauna. Existing users generally use the southern towpath as a green commuter route as it provides the most direct access from areas such as Clondalkin. This scheme will improve access for these existing users and encourage others to use the route for green transportation. The northern towpath route may be developed as part of future development plans.

3.12 What areas is the power to be supplied to – is its purpose to provide power to proposed or planned new development, enhance existing power supply, other?
Currently there is a clear deficit of power supply in the south west of the county. The project will enhance the present supply and provide security of power supply to existing and proposed users.

3.13 What is the sustainability of the electricity source to be drawn from, details of any alternative “greener” sources from which power could be drawn?
Power will be drawn from existing sources. There are no alternative sources of energy available within the region at present, however this project does not preclude their use in future. 

3.14 How does this integrate with standards aimed for in the Balgaddy Local Area Plan?
This scheme provides pedestrian and cycle access between the southwest Dublin area and the centre of the city, providing environmentally sustainable linkage to the area. The project is also in line with the approved report on “Green Routes in South Dublin County” which outlines a network of cycling and walking routes throughout the County utilising links through parks, open spaces, along waterways and roads which has the purpose of facilitating secure, safe and attractive connections for schools, work and leisure purposes.

3.15 We understand that an “environmental study” rather than a full EIS is to be carried out and are concerned this will not adequately identify in detail the environmental importance of local features of the proposed route, or put forward full protective measures available, through legislative and design measures. Is an EIS to be carried out? If so, what is the scope of the EIS?
A thorough ecology report which covers environmental issues including impacts on flora and fauna has been carried out and has not reported any significant environmental impact. An archaeology study has also been completed to Environmental Impact Study guidelines in order to highlight any archaeological or heritage issues along the route. A full Environmental Impact Study is not required under the European Communities (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations, 1989.

3.16 We understand that an ecology study has been commissioned?
· If so: 

· What is the purpose of the study? 

· What is the scope of the study? 

· Who is to carry it out? 

· When? 

· Will ecological study be open for public viewing and consultation? 

· Is there provision for local input by naturalists and canal users? 

· Is it to include local consultative processes to include naturalists and users? 

· Is a copy available?
An ecology study has been carried out by Roger Goodwillie and Associates, Application Ecologist, to identify any items of significant ecological interest, protected or otherwise Rodger Goodwillie met with members of Loc Canail during the course of this study and the opportunity was given to highlight any items of which they had knowledge. A separate Bat Survey was also carried out by Aardwolf Wildlife Surveys as part of this study. The Bat Survey states that the impact on bats is considered to be negligible to minor. The Ecological Assessment Report and the Bat Survey can be viewed on Membersnet.

3.17 Has an Archaeological study been commissioned?
· We would request a copy of this study and the opportunity to add our observations, and would ask; 

· What is the purpose of the study? 

· What is the scope of the study? 

· Who is to carry it out? 

· When? 

· Is there provision for local input by local historians, heritage groups and canal users?
An archaeological and architectural desk study has been completed for the route. Margaret Gowan and Associates carried out the study in order to identify any items of archaeological significance along the route. The report highlights an area of minor significance around the area of the 11th Lock which will be monitored during excavation, although significant finds are not expected. The Archaeological and Architectural Report can be viewed on Membersnet.

3.18 Has a Human Impact Study been commissioned?
· If so: 

· What is the purpose of the study? 

· What is the scope of the study? 

· Who is to carry it out? 

· When? 

· Is there provision for input by local communities, heritage groups, naturalists and canal users? 

· Is it to include local consultative processes to include naturalists and users? 

· Is a copy available?
The existing uses of the canal were examined in the feasibility study for this project. The project also conforms to recommendations of the approved “Green Routes in South Dublin County” report. The archaeological and architectural desk study highlights any heritage issues along the route. A Human Impact Study has not been commissioned, however, the project achieves an objective of the County Development Plan 2004-2010 under policy 7.8.1 – Cycling and Walking.

3.19 Details of the public consultation process.
The proposals have been on public display as part of the Planning and Development Act 2000 and Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2007 Part 8 procedure. The proposed Green Pedestrian and Cycle Route along the Grand Canal from Brownstown to Inchicore incorporating 110kv Ducting project was advertised in the Irish Independent on July 10th, plans and particulars of the project were on display at the Council offices in Tallaght and Clondalkin until the 4th September and the closing date for submissions was 4th September. Any member of the public wishing to speak to Council officials was met and Loc Canail had a meeting with the consultant and Council officials. Loc Canail and the Irish Wildlife Trust also met with the ecologist. Notices were located on-site from the 10th July until 4th September advertising the project and notices were sent to the statutory bodies referred to in the Planning and Development Regulations 2006. 

3.20 Is there a written outline of the process, public invitations to participate etc?
Public comments were invited through advertisements in the Irish Independent, notices on site and the Council’s website. The proposal and drawings were on public display at the Council offices in Tallaght and Clondalkin for at least 6 weeks with a further 2 week period for receipt of submissions. Notice of the proposal was sent to the relevant statutory bodies as mentioned in the Planning and Development Regulations 2006 for comment. Submissions received are considered and responded to in the report to the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1) and the decision of the Area Committee is brought to the County Council. Notice of the decision made at the Council meeting is sent to all persons/bodies who made a submission.

3.21 What heritage and environmental protection agencies have been notified of the proposal?
The Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government, The Heritage Council, National Parks and Wildlife Service and An Taisce – The National Trust for Ireland, The Central Fisheries Board, Waterways Ireland, Dublin City Council and Kildare County Council have amongst others received notice of the project.

3.22 Have any observations been received in response to notifications? Are copies available?
All comments received are included in this Part 8 planning report.

3.23 What is the tender process for completion of the work?”
The work will be tendered as a public tender conforming to EU and government guidelines.

3.24 What are the tender specifications for?
· the construction process 

· materials to be used, finish, etc?
Specifications are currently being drawn up as part of the detailed design process. Construction processes will vary along the route.

3.25 Loc Canail is concerned with built, natural and cultural heritage. Protected species and habitats have been identified along the proposed route – White Clawed Crayfish, Kingfisher, Otter, and Groenlandia dansa, the opposite-leaved pondweed... The built heritage of the canal is well established. We understand that no biodiversity plan, Heritage Officer or Environment Officer is in place in SDCC, is this correct.
South Dublin County Council has an Environment Awareness Officer, a Conservation Officer and Parks and Landscape Services. The Council are currently in the process of recruiting a Heritage Officer.

3.26 The proposed route is in an area which has been identified as one of the highest for bio-diversity in the County. How is it proposed to ensure the construction has due regard for bio-diversity, in particular:
· Is drainage both during construction and when completed going to be used?
All ditches and streams will be protected from pollution under normal construction regulations and practices.

3.27 What steps will be taken to protect all water features (stream and canal) from pollution?
The successful tenderer will be required to protect all water systems from pollution as part of the construction process.

3.28 How will spoil from trenches etc. be stored or disposed of?
The successful tenderer will be required to store or dispose of spoil as part of the construction process, conforming to all applicable environmental and construction laws.

3.30 Will provisions be made to retain existing hedgerows, streams and ditches?
All existing hedgerows, streams and ditches will be maintained where practical and improved / replaced for the extent of the project.

3.31 Where will equipment be stored during construction?
The successful tenderer will be required to store equipment in a secure location along the route. The precise location of these storage areas will be confirmed at detailed design and construction stage.

3.32 Will there still be access for pedestrians during construction?
Access will be closed to pedestrians during construction for health and safety reasons. The route will be constructed in phases and alternative routes for pedestrian and cycle traffic are available on nearby road networks. Alternative routes will be signposted appropriately, and inconvenience to pedestrians will be kept to a minimum.

3.33 When is construction planned for and how long will construction take?
Construction is scheduled to begin in early 2008. The project will take circa 18 months to complete.

3.34 What legislative and regulatory measures will be applied to the construction process?
The construction process will be subject to all applicable Irish Law, including environmental, employment and health and safety regulations.

3.35 Who will monitor the construction process to ensure compliance with the requirements?
South Dublin County Council, Dublin City Council, Waterways Ireland and ESB will monitor the construction process. 

3.36 How will protected plant or animal species be identified in the construction process?
While the ecology study has not identified any protected plant or animal species which may be affected by the works, in the event that any are identified all appropriate measures will be taken to protect and conserve protected wildlife and plant in conjunction with the appropriate agencies.

3.37 What is the procedure for identification of a protected species, and what is the procedure if one is identified during constructions?
While the ecology study has not identified any protected plant or animal species which may be affected by the works, in the event that any are identified all appropriate measures will be taken to protect and conserve protected wildlife and plant in conjunction with the appropriate agencies.

3.38 What will happen in the event of damage or destruction to the built or natural heritage features on the proposed route?
This scheme is intended to improve and enhance the features of the Grand Canal. As built and natural heritage features have already been identified on the route it is unlikely that damage or destruction will occur during construction. However, the contractor will be conditioned to take due care and attention and will be required to rectify damage from any unplanned incidents which may occur.

3.39 We would propose that rather than financial penalties for damage to heritage, a condition be included that the contractor should be required to restore features or habitats damaged during construction.
This scheme is intended to improve and enhance the features of the Grand Canal. As built and natural heritage features have already been identified on the route it is unlikely that damage or destruction will occur during construction. However the contractor will be conditioned to take due care and attention and will be required to rectify damage from any unplanned incidents which may occur.

3.40 In our view, financial penalties represent the lowest level of engagement with sustainability and active, high level engagement and best environmental and sustainability practices should be incentivised, during design, build, maintenance and use of the proposed route.
The contractor will be conditioned to take due care and attention during construction and will be required to rectify damage from any unplanned incidents which may occur.

3.41 Is the Development Department aware of plans for restoration of equine use of the towpath by Cherry Orchard Equine Centre and the proposed North Clondalkin Equine Centre?
Waterways Ireland, as owners of the canal towpaths, is not aware of any plans to restore equine use of the towpaths. After wide consultation in 1993, the Minister of State at the Office of Public Works confirmed that horse riding should not be permitted along the canal. Bye-laws introduced under the Canals Act 1986 also require prevention of damage to canal property, and equine use is considered dangerous for other canal users. Waterways Ireland therefore does not permit equine use of the canal towpaths and has no immediate plans to do so in the future.

3.42 What provision, if any, has been made in the design for continued access to the towpath?
· for horses towing barges? 

· for horses not towing barges?
Equine use of the canal is not permitted by Waterways Ireland. Horses are not currently used for towing barges, however this scheme does not preclude such use in the future.

3.43 What happens after observations are sent in, how is it proposed to work in partnership with local communities for the remainder of the process?
The planning process does not provide for any formal public consultation after the Part 8 planning process has been completed. As heretofore, the Council will respond positively to requests for involvement in this project.

4. Submission No. 2 from Loc Canail
4.1 We do not feel that currently the towpath proposal meets such standards and given that the LAP to be completed in the next couple of months, we would strongly feel that the proposed towpath development should conform to the standards set If Possible, it is our view that the towpath development, should be planned in a way which is integrated with the Local Area Plan and which has full local consultation and engagement.
The proposed scheme forms part of the approved report “Green Routes in South Dublin County”. The purpose of the green route network throughout the County is to provide, where possible, the maximum amount of off road cycleway and footpath and conforms to the objectives of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004-2010

4.2 We believe there is an opportunity to create a vision for the future of the Grand Canal as a whole, with strong local engagement by communities, which is in danger of being lost.
It is our understanding that the green area between Lockview Road, St. Cuthbert’s Road, Fonthill Road and the Grand Canal, is to be developed for amenity purposes as part of the Balgaddy Local Area Plan.
This area, as can be seen on the map enclosed, is on the south bank of the canal and includes a section of the proposed electricity cable/cycle and pedestrian route, but it is not clear how these two plans are to be integrated.
Access to the canal bank via this green area could be inhibited by the proposed cycle path, as cyclists can travel at significant speeds and this could negatively impact on the proposed amenity development.
It is our understanding that it is proposed to restore Omer’s Lock House, on the north bank for community use in the Local Area Plan, and the cycle path proposed route may more appropriately be located on the north bank in this context, as well as in the context of the wildlife issues associated with this section of the south bank of the canal, where natural features (bankside eco-system, towpath surface, associated ditches. Hedgerow and stream system) are intact.
This project does not inhibit or preclude further developments along the canal. The project objective is to upgrade and enhance the Grand Canal towpath. The northern towpath may be further developed as part of other developments to the north of the canal.

4.3 We would suggest that the cable route and cycle and pedestrian path location and design, for this section should be integrated with the overall plan for amenity development in this area.
The project location is in line with recommendations of the approved report “Green Routes in South Dublin County” which provides for a green off-road pedestrian and cycle network for business, school and leisure users. The project conforms to the walking and cycling objectives of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004 – 2010.

4.4 The local community has campaigned long and hard for amenity development, including a horse stables, in this area, and would feel it is essential to ensure that we take an integrated approach to the proposed development in this regard.
As stated above, equine use of the canal is not currently permitted by Waterways Ireland. This development does not preclude the use of the canal by horses in the future should this change.

4.5 If a horse stable is located here, as is hoped locally, as part of community benefit from the Balgaddy Local Area Plan, then it would be hoped to retain the south bank for use for a stable.
As stated above, equine use of the canal is not currently permitted by Waterways Ireland. This development does not preclude the use of the canal by horses in the future should this change.

4.6 The Local community also aspires to barge-building and other activities, and would like to retain the possibility of use by horses of the towpath, to restore this tradition.
As stated above, equine use of the canal is not currently permitted by Waterways Ireland. This development does not preclude the use of the canal by horses in the future should this change.

4.7 We are concerned that the proposed development could cause unnecessary destruction of natural habitats and the wildlife corridor, which must be maintained as a continuous unit to protect bio-diversity.
A thorough ecology report which covers environmental issues including impacts on flora and fauna has been carried out and has not reported any significant environmental impact. An archaeology study has also been completed to Environmental Impact Study guidelines in order to highlight any archaeological or heritage issues along the route.

4.8 The design of the path appears to be wider than that in use in towpaths developed for walking and cycling in Northern Ireland and UK, and to require, in places, that it will go right to the water’s edge, which will damage the eco-system. The proposed width could also, in our estimate, damage the ditch and hedgerow system associated with the canal, which form an essential part of the eco-system and are very well preserved on the stretch from 9th Lock in particular.
The route is planned to develop the existing towpath surface. Any ditches or hedgerows which may be altered during the course of the works will be reinstated and improved where possible.

5. Submission from David Fadden
I warmly welcome the scheme which is a much needed facility in this area and is far safer than the shared QBC system in operation for much of the route.
5.1 Is it at all possible to have the cycle route avoid crossing the Killeen and Kylemore Roads? The key issue to bear in mind in relation to cyclists is that they expect to be on the move as much as is possible and will avoid having to dismount.
Cyclists will share the restricted footpath passing under the Kylemore Road. There is insufficient space to pass under the Killeen Road with this scheme. Cyclist will have to dismount at certain points along the route to accommodate fishing and access / egress control points along the route.

5.2 The access to the cycle route from the Yellowmeadows/New Nangor Road junction needs some improvement work as part of the scheme.
This access will be incorporated in the scheme.

5.3The critical long term issue will be maintenance of the route which has been prone to a lot of vandalism. I note that lighting and CCTV is proposed which is welcome but ongoing maintenance will be necessary to keep the route free of glass, for example.
CCTV will be linked to a South Dublin County Council monitoring station. Waterways Ireland will maintain the towpaths, with assistance from the respective Local Authorities in their area. 

6. Submission No. 2 from David Fadden
6.1 I query the separation of cyclists and pedestrians on the section of the route which is most likely to be used by commuting cyclists as distinct from recreational ones. A commuting cyclist can travel at up to 30 kmh and there is a difficulty in putting the cycle path between the pedestrian seating areas and the pedestrian route as shown on the drawing.
This project will make the best use of the restricted space of the canal towpath. The cycle path has to be kept away from the canal to avoid interference with fishing. It is also desirable to keep faster moving cyclists away from the open water of the canal.

6.2 If you look at the experience of cycle routes in the Phoenix Park, a lot of pedestrians walk on the routes, In Denmark this is addressed by having the cycle route on a level between that of the footpath and the road.
There is insufficient space on the canal towpath to safely provide separate levels. Cycle and pedestrian routes are regularly constructed at the same level however.

· The proposed cycle route focuses on colour of surface to make the distinction which may not be sufficient and it would also be an aesthetic challenge. I realize that creating 2 different levels along a section of the route would be more expensive but it would be worthwhile giving further consideration to this aspect of the design.
There is insufficient space on the canal towpath to safely provide separate levels.

7. Submission from Irish Wildlife Trust
7.1 The Irish Wildlife Trust supports the promotion of sustainable activities such as walking and cycling which encourages a greater appreciation of our natural heritage. If planned and developed sensitively to the natural and cultural environment the use of canal banks for promoting sustainable activities is beneficial for enhancing enjoyment and appreciation of our natural heritage. I submit the following observations:
7.2 Pedestrian and Cycle Route – It is felt that there has been insufficient time and consultation with all members of the local community in order to fully explore the potential impacts that the proposed route would have, as well as the potential benefits (if properly constructed) this could bring. Not all uses of the towpath have also been fully explored.
The time for consultation is in accordance with Part 8 planning procedures. The purpose of the scheme is to improve and enhance the existing towpath. As heretofore, the Council will respond positively to requests for involvement in this project. The project location is in line with recommendations of approved report “Green Routes in South Dublin County”

7.3 The area of the Grand Canal from the 9th Lock is the last area of the Grand Canal that has remained relatively unchanged and supports a variety of structures that have local and historical value. It is also the last stretch of open green space along the canal within the Dublin boundaries before entering the well developed city environs. This does not appear to have been included for consideration of the design of the pathways. More value should be placed on the importance of the area for Dublin in terms of natural and built heritage.
The Grand Canal extends from Ringsend Basin in the centre of Dublin and links with the River Shannon in the west of Ireland. This project is intended to enhance and open up this 8.5km stretch of green space, which is considered as semi-urban, for the safe use and enjoyment of a significantly increased number of people. It will provide access for all, including access for those with impaired mobility who have limited access at present. 

7.4 Route Plan – The proposed route following the south bank does not take into account existing tracks on the North Bank. While the North Bank appears more important for supporting the biodiversity within this area, the top of the bank is already used for access towards the Western end of the proposed route and contains a former hard track. Only one route has been proposed and we feel it essential that alternatives are also fully considered.
The north bank has been considered for development. It is likely that this bank will also be enhanced in future developments along the northern towpath, however the southern route is currently used by existing commuters and will provide more direct access to Clondalkin and Grange Castle.

7.5 Hedgerows and Vegetation – All hedgerows and bankside vegetation must be retained. Of particular note is the hedgerow adjoining the Grange Castle complex. This serves a purpose in screening the canal from the industrial units which would otherwise be an eyesore and spoil the landscape value of the canal. The banks and bank footings also provide a habitat for a variety of wildlife.
There will be no significant negative environmental impact as a result of this project. Enhanced security along the route will provide protection for both residents, users and flora and fauna. Extensive enhanced native planting is planned as part of the scheme. A thorough ecology report which covers environmental issues including impacts on flora and fauna has been carried out and has not reported any significant environmental impact.

7.6 The bank side and sides of the towpath are perhaps the most important for wildlife in terms of species supported. The combined width of the paths may infringe on these areas resulting in the loss of these areas.
The path will not remove the bank sides and the sides of the towpath have minimal impact close to the canal and back ditches.

7.7 Hedgerows and other features must be retained for both their landscape and wildlife value.
There will be limited trimming of hedges and trees. This project is designed to enhance the existing towpath and should not encroach significantly on other areas.

7.8 The width of the paths may also need revising to ensure natural features to the sides are not infringed.
The path widths will be adjusted to suit the local widths. A total width of 3.5 metres is generally achievable although this will widen to 4 metres where possible.

7.9 Hedgerows and green areas must be sensitively managed.
There will be limited trimming of hedges and trees. Enhanced native planting is planned as part of the scheme.

7.10 Areas sensitive to damage (natural and historical value) should be avoided.
This project will enhance the existing towpath. Damage to areas of natural or historical value has not been highlighted in either the ecology or archaeological and architectural report.

7.11 Flooded habitats at canal bank footings preserved for wildlife value. (This would include no dumping of spoil or drainage).
Back ditches will not be removed as part of this project. Towpaths will continue to drain into back ditches as at present. There will be some minor increases in runoff where paving area is increased. 

7.12 Pathway Construction – From examining the plans and images it appears that the route is to be made from tarmac or other similar material. We find that the use of this material would have several impacts:
· Loss of aesthetic value – This would not fit in with the overall quality of the Grand Canal and would detract from the heritage value of the canal.
The pathway will be constructed from similar material to that used on canal towpaths in other areas to enable the scheme as designed to provide mobility-impaired access.

7.13 Potential for damage to surrounding habitats from possible leaching from bitumen and other chemicals used during construction.
Protocols will be in place as part of the contract to prevent against potential damage. In the unlikely event that damage does occur, this will be rectified.

7.14 Encouraging anti-social behavior – The use of tarmac in the past has often resulted in encouraging anti-social behaviour, such as graffiti etc.
CCTV is planned to discourage anti-social behaviour. It is envisaged that the additional use of the canal will also enhance passive security.

7.15 The pathway may not be fully accessible during winter – Given the proximity to water the path is likely to freeze in the winter making it inaccessible to the majority of people and would be a hazard. Traditional methods to combat freezing would pollute the canal and surrounding vegetation.
The towpaths will continue to drain into back ditches. The proximity of water has no bearing on the likelihood of freezing water on the towpath.

7.16 The construction of the pathway appears to be more relevant to supporting services related to the underground cable than facilitating the recreational uses of the towpath and canal bank.
This project incorporates ducting for 110kV electricity supply to the southwestern region of Dublin. This supply is essential to strengthen the existing ESB network and provide resilience of supply. Alternative ducting routes would cause widespread and severe disruption to existing routes in the vicinity of Clondalkin and Nangor Road. This route is incorporated in the approved “Green Routes in South Dublin County” report and the installation of the ducting provides an ideal opportunity to develop the enhancement of the canal towpaths as an amenity for public use.

7.17 We would like the following considered:
· The exploration of alternative (softer) path designs taking the heritage and wildlife value of the area in mind.
The enhancement of the canal towpath must provide accessibility for all, including those with impaired mobility, without compromising the heritage and wildlife value. Softer path designs are not suitable for this objective.

7.18 The protection of the aesthetic and heritage value of the existing towpath.
It is considered that the aesthetic value of the towpath is significantly enhanced by the scheme. The scheme will also enhance the heritage value of the towpath by virtue of its goal of attracting more people to the canal.

7.19 A census of current use and proposed future use – Have all users been identified, is there a need for such a wide path etc.
Existing use of the towpath is widely known. It would be desirable for the paths to be wider and to include cyclist / pedestrian separation measures, however the existing towpath width does not allow for this.

7.20 Alternative path routes fully investigated.
This route forms part of the planned network of green routes in the South Dublin County and opens up the canal as an amenity for all.

7.21 It is felt that along with the proposed pathway litterbins will also detract from the aesthetic value of the area.
Litterbins have been included to reduce littering of the towpath. Their location will be reviewed and maintenance measures by South Dublin County Council and Waterways Ireland will be agreed before implementation of the scheme.

7.22 If bins are used they should be sensitively designed to fit in with the environment and designed to reduce vandalism and litter falling out of them.
Bins will be designed to a high specification, to enhance the appearance of the scheme and discourage vandalism.

· Angling is well covered but we also feel that raising awareness of the natural and built heritage of this section of the Grand Canal should also be included. This could include:
7.23 Interpretation boards detailing wildlife and built heritage.
Interpretation boards will be included.

7.24 Use of area for education (school and community).
The project enhances the ability for the use of the towpath for education. 

7.25 Lighting should be designed to provide the minimal illumination required. Light pollution may affect the many nocturnal species present, as the physical structures from being imposing. Lighting has also been shown to effect the behaviour cycles of birds.
Lighting will be designed to minimize light pollution. Lighting may also be dimmed and / or switched off during core nighttime hours. 

7.26 Use of sustainable energy to power lights, or at least reduce the conventional energy required.
Energy for lighting will be supplied from sources available within the area. 

7.27 Low energy design.
Low energy is a criterion for the design.

7.28 Assessment of impacts on species such as moth and bats, as well as birds in the area,
An impact on moths and bats has been considered. Lights may be dimmed and/or switched off during core nighttime hours to minimize impacts. 

7.29 Suitable design and construction material of lights to fit in with surrounding environment.
Lighting will be selected to be aesthetically pleasing.

7.30 The constructing of Bridges crossing over the canal should bear the following in mind:
· Protection of the Cappagh overflow stream. 

· Height allowance for boat traffic 

· Easy Access for disabled and horses (not steep)
Bridges will take account of future developments in the area. All bridges will be constructed in accordance with Waterways Ireland’s navigation and maintenance requirements. The scheme will provide access for the mobility impaired.

7.31 The ducting should be constructed with minimal impact on the environment. There did not appear to be any conclusive evidence on how these pipes will be laid. As well as habitat damage, we would also have concerns as to whether the construction would weaken the bank and cause structural damage or leaks. Given the proximity to water is this the safest route for an electrical cable.
We have the following observations;
· Assessment of the structural integrity of canal bank for supporting work and laying of cable. 

· Disposal of spoil carried out in a sustainable manner. 

· Measures taken to present pollution during construction and from the cables themselves. 

· Information on the service life of cables. 

· Ducting sealed to prevent flooding and to eliminate risks of electric shock.
There are various existing electrical cables within the canal banks and there is no issue with the proximity to water. Canal banks will be supported during construction and their long-term structural stability will be enhanced as a result of these works. Pollution during construction will be prevented as required by existing law and there is no danger of pollution from the cables themselves. There will be no risk of flooding or electric shock from the cables.

7.32 While CCTV will help reduce and capture anti-social activity it will only work if fully operational and with a response:
· Comments the same as that for light designs
· The Irish Wildlife Trust would also be interested in the use of CCTV for observations of nocturnal wildlife such as owls and otter.
CCTV will be monitored and the appropriate authorities notified. Access to footage, to facilitate the Irish Wildlife Trust can be considered if specific requests are made.

7.33 More consultation with a greater number of the community to develop the best use of this area. This would also include a census of use and traffic through the area.
Consultation has taken place in line with the Part 8 planning process. 

7.34 Given the status of the Grand Canal as a pNHA a full environmental impact study should be completed.
A thorough ecology report which covers environmental issues including impacts on flora and fauna has been carried out and has not reported any significant environmental impact. An archaeology study has also been completed to Environmental Impact Study guidelines in order to highlight any archaeological or heritage issues along the route. A full Environmental Impact Study is not required under the European Communities (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations, 1989.

7.35 Promotion of cultural and natural value of canal through interpretation and awareness raising activities.
This project will facilitate such activities in future.

7.36 We would also be concerned that this is a further step towards reducing the natural heritage value of the area and being a stepping-stone towards development of what little green, natural space remains within the area.
This project will enhance the existing green space which is currently considered unsafe and antisocial by many. It will allow use of the canal by those with impaired mobility and provide a green alternative commuter route.

8. Submission from National Roads Authority
8.1 The Authority would like to be circulated with proposed details of cycle, pedestrian and 110kv ducting in the vicinity of M50 Bridge at Nangor Road for review.
This will be provided.

9. Submission from Department of Communication, Marine and Natural Resources
9.1 The Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources have no comment to make at this time, however it is suggested that Waterways Ireland who are the competent Authority for the maintenance and upkeep of the Royal Canal should be involved in the consultation process. The above is without prejudice to any comments that the Eastern Regional Fisheries Board may have in the matter at this time.
Waterways Ireland is a partner in this project.

10. Submission from the Dublin Transportation Office
10.1 Policy context: The DTO Strategy as set out in A Platform for Change (2001) states that the principal objectives for the cycling mode are the completion of the strategic cycle network and the development of links to public transport. Other objectives include the provision of additional cycle parking, promotion of the cycle mode, and provision of facilities for leisure cycling. The overall objective for cycling in the strategy is to increase the proportion of short trips (less than 6 km) to 30% by 2016.
10.2 In 2006 the DTO published a Cycle Policy for the Greater Dublin Area to facilitate the achievement of the targets set in A Platform for Change. This includes objectives to improve the physical infrastructure for cycling, to promote cycling through marketing and training and to develop and monitor cycle programmes to support the policy objectives.
This project will improve infrastructure for cycling and encourage more cycling in the adjacent areas. The route forms part of the network of pedestrian and cycle ways throughout South Dublin County.

10.3 DTO position: The DTO would be supportive in principle of developments aimed at improving conditions for cycling, subject to their compliance with the policy objectives outlined above.
· The purpose of the route has not been defined clearly. It would seem from the drawings that its primary function will be as a leisure route, owing to the limited number of access points over its length. While the DTO would be supportive of projects that extend the GDA cycle network and increase route options in South Dublin County, it is not clear from the detail of the proposal that this route would serve a commuter function or that it will connect to the existing cycle network in the vicinity of Grand Canal.
This route forms part of the network identified in approved report “Green Routes in South County Dublin” This scheme will connect to routes within the city and provide a continuous green route from the 12th Lock to Ringsend Basin. The route provides a green, safe alternative mode of transport for business, school and leisure users.

10.4 Design of Pedestrian/Cycle route: The design of the proposed route comprises a 2.0m footpath directly adjacent to the canal with a cycle path of 1.5m alongside the footpath, widening to 2.0m where possible. It is intended that the cycle path will cater for two-way cycle traffic for its entire length. Fishing areas and seating areas with CCTV have been proposed at various locations along the route. As detailed in Provision of Cycle Facilities – National Manual for Urban Areas, the DTO considers 1.5m to be insufficient to cater for two-way traffic in a canal towpath setting, particularly in the presence of potential hazards such as fishing stands.
· Given the limited amount of space available, the DTO would suggest that the route be designed as a shared pedestrian and cycle route without a central segregation line, with priority given to pedestrians at points of likely conflict. This would allow the full 3.5-4.0m width to be used by both cyclists and pedestrians in the absence of the other mode while ensuring the safety of all users.
The physical constraints of the canal dictate the achievable widths. 

10.5 A further reservation about the route concerns its connections to the road network in its vicinity for the entire length. The current proposal has limited connections to adjacent lands and roads, located mainly at points where the route is crossed by major roads. From an examination of the drawings, it would appear that a number of opportunities exist for the route to be “plugged into” the existing network. This would facilitate its use by commuters wishing to travel to and from areas in the vicinity of the canal corridor, rather than the more limited leisure purpose the current proposal would serve.
This route forms part of the network identified in approved report “Green Routes in South County Dublin” Access points for schools, work and leisure provided by other bodies will be considered. 

10.6 The DTO Cycle Manual also stresses the importance of a high level of design for junctions and other points at which cycle facilities adjoin or are part of the general road network. The existing documentation for the proposed scheme is not of a sufficiently detailed scale to allow an accurate appraisal of the detailed design issues arising at such points of potential conflict.
Junctions have a high level of design and have taken account of existing road networks. Toucan crossings will be provided at crossing points.

10.7 The DTO is in favour of the provision of cycle facilities to cater for a range of cycle trip types, including leisure trips for which this facility appears to be quite suitable. However, the provision of facilities designed primarily for leisure use should not be seen to obviate the need for other types of cycle route, such as the routes to stations, schools and local centres as advocated in the GDA Cycle Policy.
This route links with local road networks which provide access to local facilities. The route forms part of the network of pedestrian and cycle routes throughout South Dublin County for business, school and leisure users.

11. Submission from Concerned Residents of the Grange
· Excellent project in principle.
11.1 However this proposal appears to be a method of facilitating using the canal bank as a service corridor for high tension electrical cables and other utilities.
This project incorporates ducting for 110kV electricity supply to the southwestern region of Dublin. This supply is essential to ensure development and employment in the area in line with all existing development plans. Alternative ducting routes would cause widespread and severe traffic disruption. . This route is incorporated in the approved “Green Routes in South Dublin County” report and the installation of the ducting provides an ideal opportunity to develop the enhancement of the canal towpaths as an amenity for public use.

11.2 While economically combined use makes sense, a previous situation arising from CIE’s Mini-CTC Signalling Project must highlight the need for caution and due diligence in planning this venture.
Every effort is being made to identify potential problems at detailed design stage. The works are being planned in conjunction with ESB and affected public bodies.

11.3 Provision of demarcation of usage for the various interests (i.e. pedestrians and cyclists) in your proposal does not include provision for motor vehicles, implying unacceptable liability when driving on the usage defined area.
Motor vehicle access will be provided for where it exists at present. The pathway will be shared use in the vicinity of the 12th Lock, to provide access to private dwellings and signed accordingly.

11.4 The photos show the proposed end of the cycle path in a cul-de-sac on the south bank. The towpath continues on the north bank from this point to Hazelhatch, causing safety concerns for cyclists crossing the canal.
A toucan crossing will be incorporated at this point in conjunction with the upgrade of the R120.

11.5 While a well intentioned development, the plans presented to the public consultation demonstrate a lack of cohesion and ‘joined up’ thinking in the planning area. This highlights yet again the need for a Local Area Plan.
This project forms part of the planned network of green routes within South Dublin County and conforms to the walking and cycling objectives of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004-2010. 

11.6 Existing alternative route via Grand Canal Way on northern bank of canal.
The northern bank will be developed in conjunction with lands to the north of the canal. The south bank provides a direct route with more frequent opportunities for access than the north bank.

11.7 Regarding public lighting the issues arising are:
· Maintenance responsibility. 

· Effect of light pollution on the wildlife in adjoining wetlands. The possibility of cameras with night vision capability would deal with this issue. Local control could illuminate any stretch as necessary (e.g. maintenance or surveillance).
South Dublin County Council will maintain lighting. Lighting will be designed to limit light pollution and may be dimmed / switched off during core nighttime hours. Lighting is provided to enhance the safety of towpath users. CCTV will be night vision capable with a minimum light quality.

11.8 Questions regarding CCTV surveillance are:
· Who will provide this service? 

· Level of coverage? 24/7/365? 

· Local security presence? 

· Criteria for escalation to gardai?
The CCTV cameras will be monitored by South Dublin County Council on a continuous basis. Antisocial behaviour will be notified to the relevant authorities.

11.9 Provision of ducting for public lighting, CCTV, 110kv power cables and communication cables together with associated connection and pulling chambers:

· Will this involve cabling beside our properties to connect with existing networks? 

· As some of our properties are below the level of the canal bank, serious concerns arise about the structural safety of retaining our perimeters. We are also concerned about retention and safety of the entire bank adjoining our properties. 

· We have concerns regarding the proximity of these services to our homes with attendant health considerations.
The cabling will connect to existing networks and is essential for ensuring security of supply. This project will not affect the stability of the canal bank and there are no radiation risks from the cables.

11.10 This proposal transforms the canal bank into a service corridor with the attendant risks. We request that an environmental impact assessment be carried out regarding the following:
· Engineering problems associated with disturbance during construction, and long-term weakening of the canal structure. 

· Danger to species in the wetlands bordering the canal due to possible leaks from oil filled cables. 

· Ducts as shown are below water level – risk of ducts flooding. 

· Where the services connect with existing networks at the 12th Lock area. 

· Clarification on the number of 110kv cables involved would be needed as the sketches currently available appear to involve two sets.
A thorough ecology report which covers environmental issues including impacts on flora and fauna has been carried out and has not reported any significant environmental impact. There will be some unavoidable disturbance during construction however the canal structure will not be weakened. The cables are not oil filled and the ducts will be rubber jointed to avoid flooding. The ducts will connect to Grange Castle Business Park and to Adamstown Residential area and other existing and proposed 110kV substations. Two way 110kv ducting will be installed.

11.11 Loss of Amenity and added risks:
· Is data available to show that this would not have an added risk to boaters who would be moored in close proximity to electro-magnetic fields (EMFs) or by electrocution from the high voltage electrical cables? 

· Maintenance of services could lead to interruptions in the availability of the cycleway/walkway to users, particularly when electricity difficulties occur.
There is no danger from electro-magnetic fields or electrocution. There are various other existing electrical services in the towpath in the Dublin City area and maintenance, if any, does not cause a major disturbance.

11.12 Construction of Designated Fishing Points along the Route
· We would encourage further activity in this area – the 12th Lock area is currently well used 

· Is data available to show that this would not have a detrimental effect of wildlife that would be forced to exist in close proximity to electro-magnetic fields (EMFs) or by electrocution from the high voltage electrical cables along the length of their habitat?
It is proposed to facilitate fishing points along the route. There is no danger from electro-magnetic fields or electrocution.

11.13 The provision of toucan pedestrian and cycle crossings at Ninth Lock Road and Killeen Road
· Our concern is for pedestrian and cycle safety at the 12th Lock – this proposal does not show any crossing facilities at this point. 

· Facilities for disabled users would be particularly relevant at the 12th Lock Bridge as the Wheelchair Association have a facility on the R120 approx. 50m north of the 12th Lock. 

· There is no proposed traffic management for the Grand Canal Way users crossing to the northern and southern banks at this bridge. 

· Lack of reference and integration with the Council’s proposal for the bridge at the 12th Lock. (Refer to R120 Route Option 7A)
Toucan Crossing and access will be incorporated in the R120 upgrade and in advance of the upgrade works if necessary.

11.14 The construction of access ramps to allow impaired access to and from the route from Park West Avenue, Fonthill Road and the Grange Castle Road. Access will be maintained and improved at Killeen Road, 9th Lock Road and 12th Lock Road.
· The Council’s plans for the upgrade of the R120 and widening of the 12th Lock Bridge – currently the subject of an Environmental Impact Statement – do not appear to link with this proposal. 

· No provision is apparent for disabled users of the canal at the 12th Lock Road. 

· Considerable confusion arises regarding the Council’s intention for this stretch adjoining the 12th Lock Bridge. 

· A local resident was visited by Council representatives who informed her she would not be able to use the illustrated exit in future and would be required to go through Grange Castle. If this is the case, how are the cyclists/pedestrians to utilize this area of the Grand Canal Way?
Toucan Crossing and access will be incorporated in the R120 upgrade. No existing residential access will be removed by this scheme.

11.15 The provision for future pedestrian bridges at key points along the route to link to future developments on lands to the north of the canal.
· To be encouraged but must be of high standard with due consideration to visual impact, control and maintenance. 

· As this would appear to be a Council proposal on lands under the auspices of Waterways Ireland and other bodies, demarcation of responsibility would need to be clear. The issue of commitment of funding and from whom for the future maintenance etc. should be made clear. 

· Proposed footbridges over the canal will be a hazard for swans who need long stretches of unobstructed water for take-offs and landings.
Waterways Ireland will maintain the towpaths, with assistance from the relevant Local Authorities in their area. 

All bridges will be constructed in accordance with Waterways Ireland’s navigation and maintenance requirements. 

11.16 The provision of upgraded landscaping with native planting
· Excellent in principle. 

· Upgraded landscaping with native planting on southern bank only noted.
This scheme only affects the southern towpath. The northern towpath may be upgraded in future.

11.17 Provision of the appropriate directional signage and markings.
· Excellent in principle with disabled and multilingual considerations being applied. 

· Proposed name change from an established ‘the Grand Canal Way’ to the “Green Route” will only result in unnecessary confusion for users both Irish and overseas visitors.
The route will be named in due course by South Dublin County Council.

11.18 Summary
· The Council’s proposal does not refer to and has not been integrated with their proposal for the R120 Upgrade Option 7A.
· The plans as displayed show our existing situation in terms of road access (e.g. the cycleway seems to terminate in a cul-de-sac). There has been no detailed information confirmed to us regarding future access to our properties, loss of right of way etc.
The proposal will link with the upgrade of the R120 as details for this scheme are developed. Existing rights of way will not be extinguished.
12. Submission from John and Beverley Power
John and Beverley Power support the Concerned Residents of The Grange in opposing the above proposal in its current form particularly for the following reasons:
12.1 Any interruption of our usage of our legal right –of-way beside the 12th Lock from the barrier to the R120 would be unacceptable.
Existing rights of way will not be extinguished.

12.2 It is unclear from this proposal if high tension cables will also be adjacent to our property.
Ducting will be installed within the boundaries of Waterways Ireland property approximately 1.5m from the canal. Cabling may be installed at a future date.

12.3 Concern for the structural integrity of the canal bank during construction and after completion.
The structural integrity of the canal bank will not be compromised during the works.

12.4 Lack of reference to other SDCC proposals (e.g. R120 – Option 7A)
The project will link with the R120 as details of this scheme develop.

12.5 Traffic Management/traffic calming is currently necessary on the R120 and will become more acute with population explosion due to Adamstown New Town and the increased industrial developments in the Grange Castle Business Park area. No traffic safety improvements are indicated as part of this proposal at the 12th Lock.
Any necessary traffic calming measures will be incorporated in the R120 works.

12.6 Lack of a Local Area Plan continues to produce piecemeal changes without ‘joined up’ thinking.
This project forms part of an approved South Dublin County Council report entitled “Green Routes in South Dublin County” and conforms to the objectives for walking and cycling in the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004-2010.

13. Submission from Norah C. Carlson
13.1 I note that neither the Watery Lane (Clondalkin) access point to the Canal, nor that known to me as Grand Canal Terrace, have been indicated on your maps, (sheets No. 24 (Watery Lane) nor No. 31 (Grand Canal Terrace).) I sincerely hope there is no intention to close these. They are from my own observation, widely used – in the case of sheet 24 this can be clearly seen from the aerial photograph of the Watery Lane access.
There is no intention to close existing accesses. Additional accesses may be added where feasible.

13.2 On sheets number 31 & 35 (Kylemore Road) the proposed seating area will be facing Labre Park. I would suggest it be sited on the city side of the Kylemore Road Bridge, where it would have a better aspect, and could accommodate those who might be accompanying anglers using the proposed fishing points in the area.
Seating locations will be adjusted during detailed design to the most suitable location at each point.

13.3 Reference sheets numbers 26 & 35 – the proposed access from Park West Avenue to the Canal at the 8th Lock is to be welcomed, as the section between the 7th and the 9th Locks has only the Watery Lane exit (widely used by Clondalkin Residents) at present.
14. Submission from Henry and Timothy Crowley
14.1 We are landowners of the lands as indicated on the map enclosed, on both sides of the Canal from after the Newcastle Road Bridge at the Twelfth Lock to lands above the Gollierstown Bridge. We farm these lands on both side of the canal. The farm enterprise consists of a beef and tillage operation. The lands are connected by Gollierstown Bridge. At present the towpath is located on the north side of the Canal from the Newcastle Road to Hazelhatch. On the south side of the canal there is no towpath and no public access and we farm right up to the canal on this side.
This section of the project would form Phase 2 of the scheme. Landownership issues will be considered as part of the design process for this phase and agreement reached with landowners concerned before any works commence.

14.2 If the project goes ahead on the south side of the canal then we would need South Dublin County Council’s proposals on the securing and fencing of the route from our lands. If the project goes ahead on the north side (the towpath side) as indicated by an official of South Dublin that we met on the 30th September then the fencing does not apply. However we would be interested to cooperate on the security and safety of the route.
This section of the project would form Phase 2 of the scheme. Fencing will be considered as part of the design process for this phase in consultation with landowners and agreement reached before works commence.

14.3 Which ever route is used we wish to point out that we will need to cross the route at Gollierstown bridge to access our lands on the South side of the Canal. We presently access these lands with heavy machinery involved in the tillage operation and we also need access for the movement of farm animals to and from the fields. Here again we would need to know South Dublin County Council’s proposals for our safe access across the route taking into account Health and Safety procedures.
Access arrangements will be considered as part of the design process for this phase in consultation with landowners and agreed before works commence. 

The proposal will be carried out on a phased basis, phase 1 from Inchicore to a point after the 12th Lock, Clondalkin and phase 2 from the 12th Lock, Clondalkin to Brownstown. (as indicated on drawings presented to the meeting) The proposal will form part of an overall route from Inchicore to Naas in the future.
As the proposal is in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area having regard to the provisions of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004-2010 and the recently adopted it is recommended that the proposal be proceeded with.
The recommendation of the Area Committee will be brought to the County Council for decision.”
Following consideration of the report it was Agreed to recommend the proposal to the County Council for decision.

The proposed works are consistent with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area having regard to the Development Plan 2004-2010 and the recently adopted Green Routes in South Dublin County Report. http://www.sdublincoco.ie/sdcc/departments/econdev/publications/pdf/GreenRoutesInSouthDublin02102007.pdf
Accordingly, it is now proposed to proceed with the development works as proposed.”
It was AGREED to take Motion No. 11 in conjunction with this item.

It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor B. Gogarty:

“That an EIS be conducted prior to and so as to inform the final design of the 
Green Pedestrian and Cycle Way along the Grand Canal.”
REPORT

“Under Schedule 5 of the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001 an EIS is required for:

“Urban development which would involve an area greater than 2 hectares in the case of a business district, 10 hectares in the case of other parts of a built-up area and 20 hectares elsewhere.”

This project involves improvement of the existing towpath in a built-up area. The maximum area paved will be less than 3.5 hectares, of which an area of 1.5 hectares is already paved to some degree. Therefore an EIS is not required for the project.

Notwithstanding the above the following reports have been prepared for the scheme and details are included in the Part 8 report on the project to the Council Meeting on 12th November 2007:

Green Routes in South Dublin County report – outlines the creation of a network of cycling and walking routes throughout South Dublin County

Feasibility Report - focuses on existing condition and uses of the towpath, scope of project, environmental issues, construction, health and safety etc. 

Topographical/Site Surveys - to investigate the topographical condition of the route.

Ecological Assessment - carried out by Roger Goodwillie, Applications Ecologist which covers environmental issues including impacts on flora and fauna and has not reported any significant environmental impact.

Bat Survey – carried out by Roger Goodwillie, Applications Ecologist reports no expected significant impact on bat fauna.

Archaeological and Architectural Desk Study - carried out by Margaret Gowen and Company to highlight any archaeological or heritage issues along the route. 

During the consultation process all requests for meetings have been facilitated by both Council staff and Consultants and these will continue during the roll out of the project, if necessary.

It is proposed to submit this project for funding under the Gateway Innovation Fund and all submissions for funding must be submitted to the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government and the Department of Finance by 15th November 2007.

As this project achieves a number of critical Council objectives it is recommended that it be advanced to construction at the earliest possible date.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors G. O’Connell, R. Dowds, T. McDermott, E. Tuffy, C. Keane, E. Maloney and T. Ridge.

Mr. J. Walsh responded to the Members queries and it was AGREED that Motion No. 11 would be WITHDRAWN.

The report on Headed Item No. 11 was NOTED and it was AGREED that the proposed development be carried out as recommended in the Manager’s Report.
(C/0423/07)
REVISED HOUSING ADAPTATION GRANT SCHEMES 
The following report, which was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Housing was CONSIDERED:
“Revised Housing Adaptation Grant Schemes
The Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government have introduced Revised Housing Adaptation Grant schemes for Older people and people with a Disability which will replace the existing Disabled Persons Grant & Essential Repairs Grant Schemes with effect from 01/11/07.

Applications for Disabled Persons Grant & Essential Repairs Grant Schemes received prior to 31/10/07 will continue to be processed by this local authority under the conditions of those schemes however *applicants may decide to withdraw their existing application and re-apply under the revised schemes

* where works have not yet commenced 

South Dublin County Council are currently working out a programme to implement these amendments which will include advertising the revised schemes locally. 

While existing conditions will remain eg must not have commenced prior to application/approval; meet needs of disabled person for whom the grant is requested, will be the normal place of residence, some of the details of the revised schemes are set out below:

Housing Adaptation Grant Scheme for People with a Disability
The Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability is available to assist in the carrying out of works that are reasonably necessary for the purposes of rendering a house more suitable for the accommodation of a person with a disability who is a member of the household.

· Grant aid of 95% of the cost of the works to maximum of €30,000 (including recoupment on cost of OT reports to maximum of €200) 

· Prioritisation on Basis of Medical Need 

· Means Testing will apply (see attached)

conditions of scheme (see attached)

Mobility Aids Grant Scheme
The Mobility Aids Housing Grant Scheme is available to fast track grant aid to cover a basic suite of works to address mobility problems, primarily, but not exclusively, associated with ageing, in order that recipients are not subject to delays in accessing works.

· Grant aid of 100% of the cost of the works to maximum of €6,000 (including recoupment on cost of OT reports to maximum of €200) 

· Type of works: stairlift, level access shower, ramps, handrails 

· Only 1 estimate required 

· Means Testing will apply (link to means test calculator to follow)

conditions of scheme (see attached)

For further information regarding the above mentioned grants please contact 01-4149393

Housing Aid for Older People Scheme
This scheme replaces the Essential Repairs Grant Scheme and will be administered by the Health Service Executive until further notice. For further details and application form residents of South Dublin should be advised to contact their local office: Eastern Community Works, Thomas St, Dublin 8 tel: 01-6778218.

Set out below are some of the improvements to the revised schemes:

Housing Adaptation Grant scheme for people with a disability: 

· Increase in maximum grant available – from 90% to 95% cost of works 

· Increase in grant money available – from €20,320 to €30,000 

· Maximum grant available will be indexed to building cost index 

· OT reports recoupable (€200 max) 

· Means test will ensure that those on lowest incomes will generally always qualify for max grant available 

· Income bands will be reviewed annually in line with wage inflation 

· LA contribution to cost of works has decreased to 20% (1/5) therefore additional expenditure available to other services/programmes 

· Suite of works has been expanded to allow additional works to be carried out e.g. inclusion of smoke alarms 

· Prioritisation on basis of medical need 

· List of contractors can be made available 

· Introduces a clear appeals procedure

Mobility Aids Grant Scheme 

(as above )

· Introduction of additional grant scheme - fast track approach 

· Grant aid of 100% of the cost of the works to maximum of €6,000 

· Only 1 estimate required”
Conditions of Scheme - Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability

1. Purpose of Grant
The Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability is available to assist in the carrying out of works which are reasonably necessary for the purposes of rendering a house more suitable for the accommodation of a person with a disability who has an enduring physical, sensory, mental health or intellectual impairment. The types of works allowable under the scheme include the provision of access ramps, downstairs toilet facilities, stair-lifts, accessible showers, adaptations to facilitate wheelchair access, extensions, and any other works which are reasonably necessary for the purposes of rendering a house more suitable for the accommodation of a person with a disability.

2. Level of Grant
The level of grant aid available shall be determined on the basis of gross household income and shall be between 30% - 95% of the approved cost of the works. The table below sets out the level of grant available based on an assessment of household income.

	Gross Maximum Household Income p.a.
	% of Costs available
	Maximum Grant Available For houses erected for more than 12 months
	Maximum Grant available for houses erected for less than 12 months

	€
	%
	€
	€

	Up to €30,000 
	95%
	30,000
	14,500

	€30,001 - €34,000 
	90%
	27,000
	13,050

	€34,001 - €38,000 
	80%
	24,000
	11,600

	€38,001 - €42,000 
	70%
	21,000
	10,150

	€42,001 - €46,000 
	60%
	18,000
	8,700

	€46,001 - €50,000 
	50%
	15,000
	7,250

	€50,001 - €54,000 
	40%
	12,000
	5,800

	€54,001 - €65,000
	30%
	9,000
	4,350

	In excess of €65,000
	No grant is payable
	
	


3. Household Income
Household income is calculated as the property owner’s annual gross income in the previous tax year, together with that of his or her spouse/partner, if applicable. 

In the case of private rented accommodation, household income is calculated as the tenant’s annual gross income in the previous tax year, together with that of his/her spouse, if applicable.

In determining gross household income local authorities shall apply the following income disregards:

- €5,000 for each member of the household aged up to age 18 years;

- €5,000 for each member of the household aged between 18 and 23 years and in full time education or engaged in a FAS apprenticeship;

- €5,000 where the person with a disability for whom the application for grant aid is sought, is being cared for by a relative on a full-time basis;

- Child Benefit;

- Early Childcare Supplement;

- Family Income Supplement;

- Domiciliary Care Allowance;

- Respite Care Grant;

- Carer’s Benefit / Allowance (where the Carer’s payment is made in respect of the persons for whom the application for grant aid is sought).

4. Evidence of household income
The following evidence of income must be included with all applications:

§ In the case of PAYE workers, P60 or Balancing Statement for the previous tax year;

§ In the case of self-employed or farmers, Income Tax Assessment form, together with a copy of accounts for the previous tax year;

§ In the case of social welfare recipients, a statement from Social Welfare stating weekly/annual payments. In the case of State Pensioners, a copy of the current pension book will suffice.

(Evidence of household income should be submitted in respect of the property owner and, if applicable, his/her spouse/partner)
5. Tax Requirements
In the case of contractors, the contractor’s name, address, tax reference number and tax district, and the number and expiry date of a certificate of authorisation issued to the contactor by the Revenue Commissioners must be submitted. 

In the case of grant applications totalling €10,000 or more, the applicant must confirm that he/she holds a valid tax clearance certificate.

6. Appeals Procedure
In processing applications under the Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability, the authority recognises that some applicants may be dissatisfied with the authority’s decision. The authority will give every applicant an appeal mechanism, which will allow him or her to have the decision in his or her case reconsidered by another official. 

The following procedure shall apply to each appeal:

Applicants are invited to submit a written appeal on any decision notified to them by the local authority on their application within 3 weeks of the date of the decision stating the reasons for the appeal. The appeal will be considered and adjudicated upon within 4 weeks of receipt. A decision on an appeal will be notified to each applicant within 2 weeks of the decision being made.
Conditions of Scheme - The Mobility Aids Housing Grant

1. Purpose of Grant
The Mobility Aids Housing Grant is available to cover a basic suite of works to address mobility problems, primarily, but not exclusively, associated with ageing. The works grant aided under the scheme include:

- Grab-rails;

- Access ramps; 

- Level access showers;

- Stair-lifts; and

- Other minor works deemed necessary to facilitate the mobility needs of a member of a household.

2. Level of Grant
The effective maximum grant is €6,000 or 100% the cost of the works, whichever is the lesser. The grant is available to households whose gross annual household income does not exceed €30,000.

3. Household Income
Household income is calculated as the property owner’s annual gross income in the previous tax year, together with that of his or her spouse/partner, if applicable. 

In the case of private rented accommodation, household income is calculated as the tenant’s annual gross income in the previous tax year, together with that of his/her spouse, if applicable.

In determining gross household income local authorities shall apply the following disregards:

- €5,000 for each member of the household aged up to age 18 years;

- €5,000 for each member of the household aged between 18 and 23 years and in full time education or engaged in a FAS apprenticeship;

- €5,000 where the person for whom the application for grant aid is sought, is being cared for by a relative on a full-time basis;

- Child Benefit;

- Early Childcare Supplement;

- Family Income Supplement;

- Domiciliary Care Allowance;

- Respite Care Grant;

- Carer’s Benefit / Allowance (where the Carer’s payment is made in respect of the person for whom the application for grant aid is sought). 

4. Evidence of household income
The following evidence of income must be included with all applications:

§ In the case of PAYE workers, P60 or Balancing Statement for the previous tax year;

§ In the case of self-employed or farmers, Income Tax Assessment form, together with a copy of accounts for the previous tax year;

§ In the case of social welfare recipients, a statement from Social Welfare stating weekly/annual payments. In the case of State Pensioners a copy of the current pension book will suffice.

(Evidence of household income should be submitted in respect of the property owner and, if applicable, his/her spouse/partner)
5. Tax Requirements
In the case of contractors, the contractor’s name, address, tax reference number and tax district, and the number and expiry date of a certificate of authorisation issued to the contactor by the Revenue Commissioners must be submitted.

6. Appeals Procedure
In processing applications under the Mobility Aids Housing Grant Scheme the authority recognises that some applicants may be dissatisfied with the authority’s decision. The authority will give every applicant an appeal mechanism, which will allow him or her to have the decision in his or her case reconsidered by another official. 

The following procedure shall apply to each appeal:

Applicants are invited to submit a written appeal on any decision notified to them by the local authority on their application within 3 weeks of the date of the decision stating the reasons for the appeal. The appeal will be considered and adjudicated upon within 4 weeks of receipt. A decision on an appeal will be notified to each applicant within 2 weeks of the decision being made.
Bottom of Form
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A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Corr, E. Maloney, J. Hannon and M. Ardagh.

Mr. F. Nevin responded to the Members queries.
The report was NOTED.

(C/0424/07)
APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE UNDER THE CAPITAL LOAN AND SUBSIDY SCHEME FROM NABCO IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 6 OF THE HOUSING (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT 1992 FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF 31 NO. DWELLINGS AND A COMMUNITY FACILITY AT KILCRONAN, CLONDALKIN. 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“An application has been received from the National Association of Building Co-operatives (NABCO) Society Ltd. for a loan in the sum of €6,439,382.00 for the construction of 31 no.dwellings and a community facility at Kilcronan, Clondalkin. The Association is an approved Voluntary Body under Section 5 of the Housing Act. 1988.
The Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government has approved funding of €6,439,382.00 in respect of the project.
Under Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 the granting of assistance under the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme is a reserved function of the Council.
Accordingly, the following motion is required:
"That this Council recommends that the application for a loan in the sum of €6,439,382.00 under the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme to the National Association of Building Co-operatives (NABCO) Society Ltd.for the construction of 31 no.dwellings and a community facility at Kilcronan, Clondalkin in accordance with the requirements of Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 be approved"
It was proposed by Councillor B.Gogarty, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon  and RESOLVED:

“That this Council recommends that the application for a loan in the sum of €6,439,382.00 under the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme to the National Association of Building Co-operatives (NABCO) Society Ltd.for the construction of 31 no.dwellings and a community facility at Kilcronan, Clondalkin in accordance with the requirements of Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 be approved.”
(C/0425/07) SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL (STORAGE,SEPARATION AT SOURCE, PRESENTATION AND COLLECTION OF 
COMMERCIAL  WASTE) BYE LAWS 2007

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was 
CONSIDERED:
“It is proposed that new Bye-Laws for the Storage, Separation and Collection of Commercial Waste be approved. The power to make Bye Laws is contained in the (Local Government Act 2001) – Part 19, Waste Management Act 1996 (S.35 (1). There are currently no Bye-Laws dealing with the collection of Commercial Waste in the County. These new Bye-Laws were circulated and listed for discussion at the May Environment SPC and were noted at the Tallaght, Lucan/Clondalkin and Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee Meetings in May 2007.
An advertisement giving notice of the proposal to make the bye-laws was placed in the public press on 15th May 2007. Copies of the draft Bye-Laws were available from the Council’s website, Council offices and libraries for the period until 15th June. One submission was received. The contents of the submission were considered and have, where appropriate, been incorporated in the proposed new bye-laws. In addition, a facilitated discussion with the refuse collectors provided a useful perspective which has also been incorporated.
The key elements in the new Bye-Laws are:-
Ø The Bye-Laws will apply to Commercial Waste

Ø They will apply to holders of and to authorised collectors of such waste

Ø Requirement to provide a service for the collection of dry recyclable waste

Ø Bins/Waste containers may not be stored on public footpaths or in a public place.

Ø Compaction of waste in bins/ waste containers prohibited

Ø Authorised waste collectors may not collect overloaded bins and containers

Ø Bins/Waste Containers must be returned to the designated collection point once emptied

Ø Management Companies in commercial complexes will have to ensure that sufficient numbers and types of containers are available and that appropriate storage space for bins is available

Ø Fixed payment fine for breach of Bye-Laws
As the making of Bye-Laws is a reserved function of the Council it is recommended that the following resolution be passed by the Council to make the Bye-Laws.
‘’It is hereby resolved that South Dublin County Council makes Bye-Laws under Section 35 of the Waste Management Act 1996 and Part 19 of the Local Government Act 2001 for the storage, presentation and collection of Commercial Waste, as set out in the draft Bye-Laws as presented at this meeting.”
COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

South Dublin County Council (Storage, Separation at Source, Presentation and Collection of Commercial Waste) 

Bye-Laws 2007

BYE LAWS

MADE BY

South Dublin County Council pursuant to Section 35(1) of the Waste Management Act, 1996 (as amended) and in accordance with Part 19 of the Local Government Act, 2001.

PART 1
1.
Title
These Bye-Laws may be cited as the South Dublin County Council (Storage, Separation at Source, Presentation and Collection of Commercial Waste) Bye-Laws 2007.

2.
Interpretation:


Throughout the Bye-Laws, unless the context otherwise requires, the following words and expressions have the meaning hereafter respectively assigned to them, that is to say:-

(a)
‘Appropriate waste container’ means a waste container provided by or authorised by the Council for the collection of the appropriate fraction of waste i.e. either dry recyclable waste, biowaste or residual waste.

(b)
‘Approved Waste Disposal Facility’ means a facility/ landfill site which is licensed by the Environment Protection Agency

(c)
‘Approved Waste Treatment Facility’ means a material recovery facility biological treatment plant or waste to energy plant which is licensed by the Environmental Protection Agency
(d)
'Authorised person' means a person who is authorised in writing by South Dublin County Council for the purpose of Section 204 of the Local Government Act, 2001 or a member of An Garda Siochana.
(e)
‘Authorised waste collector’ means South Dublin County Council or a waste collector who is the current holder of a permit under the Waste Management (Collection Permit) Regulations 2001, as amended, which permits the said collector to collect commercial waste as defined in these Bye-Laws within the functional area of South Dublin County Council.

(f)
‘Authorisation Label’ means a label supplied by the Council or by an authorized waste collector from time to time for attachment to a waste container.

(g)
‘Biowaste’ means source segregated waste of an organic or putrescible character such as kitchen waste (for example food, vegetable and fruit waste) and light garden waste (for example grass, leaves and hedge clippings).
(h)
‘Bulky waste’ includes heavy waste materials such as furniture, carpets and rubble. 

(I)
“Bin Tag” means a tag purchased by a holder from an agent appointed by South Dublin County Council or supplied to a holder for attachment to a waste container for the purpose of collection of waste by the Council or by an authorised waste collector

(j)
‘Commercial premises’ for the purpose of these Bye-Laws means a premises used wholly or mainly for the purposes of trade or business or for the purposes of sport, recreation, health care, education, community facilities or entertainment.
(k)
'Commercial waste' for the purpose of these Bye-Laws includes dry recyclable waste, biowaste and residual waste generated on a commercial premises but excludes hazardous waste, bulky waste, fats, oils, grease, electrical waste, electronic waste and glass.

(l)
‘Council’ means South Dublin County Council

(m)
‘Designated collection day’ means such day or days of the week as may be fixed from time to time by an authorised waste collector for the collection of waste from commercial premises. The designated collection day or days in force at the date of commencement of these Bye-Laws shall continue until notification is given to the holder/holders of commercial waste setting out a revised collection schedule.

(n)
‘Designated collection time’ means such hours of the day between 6.00 am and 12 midnight on designated collection days as may be fixed from time to time by an authorised waste collector for the collection of waste from commercial premises in accordance with the provisions of Part II of these Bye-Laws. 
(o)
‘Door to door collection service’ means a separated at source commercial waste collection service which is provided or required to be provided by an authorised waste collector. 

(p)
‘Dry recyclable waste’ means non-biowaste specified by South Dublin County Council as suitable for collection for recycling and recovery operations, for example paper, newspapers, magazines, cardboard, aluminum cans, steel cans, plastic bottles and beverage cartons.

(q)
'Fixed Payment Notice' is the Notice provided for in Part III of these Bye-Laws for the purposes of Section 206 of the Local Government Act 2001.

(r)
‘Footpath' means a road over which there is a public right of way for pedestrians only, not being a footway.
(s)
‘Footway’ means that portion of any road associated with a roadway which is provided primarily for use by pedestrians.

(t)
‘Functional area’ includes the administrative area of South Dublin County Council.

(u)
‘Garden waste’ includes such waste as grass clippings, flowers, leaves, twigs and other 

      waste arising in a garden.

(v)
‘Glass packaging’ means empty glass containers (bottles and jars) which are discarded after their contents have been used / consumed. 

(w)
‘Hazardous waste’ means hazardous waste for the time being mentioned in the list prepared pursuant to Article 1 (4) of Council Directive 91/689/EEC of 12 December, 1991, being either—

(i)
Category I waste that has any of the properties specified in Part III of the Second Schedule to the Waste Management Act, 1996, or

(ii)
Category II waste that—

(A) contains any of the constituents specified in Part II of the Second Schedule to the Waste Management Act, 1996, and

(B) has any of the properties specified in Part III of the Second Schedule to the Waste Management Act, 1996,

(iii)
such other waste, having any of the properties specified in Part III of the Second Schedule to the Waste Management Act, 1996, as may be prescribed for the purposes of the statutory definition.

Hazardous waste includes batteries, oils, anti freeze, adhesives, medicines, aerosol cans, bleaches, paints, weedkiller and fluorescent tubes.

(A copy of the European Waste Catalogue and Hazardous Waste List may be obtained from the Environmental Protection Agency) 

(x)
‘Holder’ means in respect of a commercial premises, the owner, the occupier, the person in charge or any other person having, for the time being, possession or control of the commercial waste.

(y) ‘Kitchen Waste’ includes fruit, vegetable waste, tea bags and coffee filters and such like.

(z)
‘Management Company’ means a company established for the management of a commercial complex or other group of commercial premises.

(aa)
‘Microchip’ includes any electronic device capable of being implanted in or attached in any way to a wheeled bin and which is used for the purposes of recording, sorting, calculating, migrating and/ or using data of a business or technical nature concerning use of the wheeled bin in which it is implanted or to which it is attached.

(bb)
‘Notification’ for the purpose of these Bye-laws means any document, poster, notice, bill, sticker, device or representation printed, published or displayed by an authorised waste collector for the purpose of advertising or announcing days and times for the collection of waste from commercial premises. 
(cc)
‘Organic waste’ means any waste that is capable of undergoing anaerobic or aerobic decomposition through a biological treatment process.

(dd)
‘Person’ shall, unless the contrary intention appears, be construed as importing a body corporate (whether a corporation aggregate or a corporation sole) and an unincorporated body of persons as well as an individual.

(ee)
‘Premises’ includes all premises situate in the County of South Dublin and also a part of any premises let or occupied as separate premises whether or not the person to whom it is let or the person who occupies it share with any other person any accommodation, amenity or facility in connection therewith or any other portion of the premises.
(ff)
‘Prescribed place’ in relation to a commercial premises means a convenient place immediately outside the entrance to such premises or as close as practicable to the entrance, but not a place which would cause an obstruction to users of a roadway, footway or footpath.

(gg)
‘Public place’ means any place to which the public has access whether as of right or by permission, or whether subject to payment or free of charge.

(hh)
‘Residual waste’ means that fraction of commercial waste remaining after the dry recyclable waste fraction has been removed and, in respect of commercial premises provided with a door-to-door collection service for biowaste, that fraction of commercial waste remaining after the dry recyclable waste fraction and biowaste fraction have been removed. ‘Residual waste’ excludes hazardous waste, bulky waste, fats, oils, grease, electrical waste, electronic waste and glass.

(ii)
‘Responsible Person’ shall mean

(a) In the case of accommodation used for residential (guesthouses, hospitals, hostels, hotels or office), retail, assembly and recreation, industrial or storage purposes, the occupier

(b) In the case of apartment blocks or complexes, the management company or the owner of the property,

(c) In all other cases, the owner/ householder

(jj)
‘Roadway’ means that portion of road which is provided primarily for the use of vehicles.

(kk)
‘Separation at source’ means the sorting of waste at the commercial premises into a dry recyclable fraction and a residual fraction. In respect of commercial premises provided with a door-to-door collection service for biowaste, ‘separation at source’ means the sorting of waste into a dry recyclable fraction, a biowaste fraction and a residual fraction and the expression “separate at source” shall be construed accordingly.

(ll)
'Waste Container' means a wheeled bin, a communal bin or other appropriate waste container used for the presentation, storage and collection of commercial waste.

3. Area of Application:

These Bye-Laws apply to the functional area of South Dublin County Council.

PART II

Obligations on the Holders and Collectors of Commercial Waste  

1. STORAGE OF WASTE.
1.1 A holder shall store waste in an appropriate waste container within the curtilage of a commercial premises or such other place as has been approved in writing by the Council.

1.2  Waste containers shall not be stored on a public footpath or in any other public place.

1.3 A holder shall maintain all waste containers in such condition and state of repair so that the waste placed therein shall not be a source of nuisance or litter and so that the waste may be conveniently collected in a safe manner.

1.4 A holder shall not deposit or store in a waste container liquid matter, hot ashes or other waste matter likely to damage the container or cause injury to any person. 

1.5 The holder of commercial waste shall be responsible for the security and proper care of the waste container and where a waste container provided by an authorised waste collector is lost, stolen, destroyed or does not comply with Bye-Law 1.2, the holder shall forthwith arrange with the said collector to have the waste container replaced.

1.6 A holder shall not cause or permit the storage of waste to endanger health, harm the environment or create a nuisance through odours or litter. 

2. SEPARATION OF WASTE AT SOURCE 
2.1 A holder shall separate at source dry recyclable waste.  The dry recyclable fraction shall be stored separately by the holder in an appropriate waste container.

2.2 A holder shall separate at source biowaste if a door-to-door collection service for such waste is provided. Where such a collection service is provided, the biowaste fraction shall be stored separately by the holder in an appropriate waste container.

2.3 After separation at source takes place in accordance with Bye-Law 2.1 and, if appropriate, Bye-Law 2.3 a holder shall store residual waste separately in an appropriate waste container.

3. PRESENTATION OF WASTE

3.1 A holder shall only present waste for collection by an authorised waste collector.

3.2 A holder shall only present waste for collection in an appropriate waste container and shall deposit no other waste for collection in any appropriate waste container other than that fraction of waste applicable to that container. 

3.3 All waste containers presented for collection shall not be overloaded and lids shall be securely closed. 

3.4 An authorised waste collector who is providing a commercial premises with a door-to-door collection service for residual waste shall make available to that premises a separate door-to-door collection service for dry recyclable waste.

3.5 A holder shall not cause or permit waste to be presented for collection in a manner that would endanger health, create a risk to traffic, harm the environment or create a nuisance through odours or litter.  

3.6 A holder shall present all dry recyclable waste, residual waste and, if appropriate, biowaste for collection in a prescribed place in appropriate waste containers or in another manner approved by the Council.

3.7 The Council may designate in writing a specific collection point, other than a prescribed place, for the presentation of waste by the holder and, where such designation is given, the holder shall only present waste for collection at the designated collection point.  

3.8
 Waste presented by the holder for collection shall not exceed the following weight limits in respect of the stated waste containers:

 140 litre wheeled bin:    25 kilogrammes  

       240 litre wheeled bin:    40 kilogrammes

       1100 litre Eurobins:      200 kilogrammes  

3.9 An authorised waste collector shall only collect commercial waste during the designated hours on the designated collection day, unless otherwise authorised in writing by the Council.

3.10 A holder shall remove all waste containers and any uncollected waste from a public place no later than 2 hours after the designated collection time, unless otherwise authorized in writing by the Council.

4. COLLECTION OF WASTE 

4.1
The existing designated collection days for the collection of waste which are in operation at the ‘commencement’ date of these Bye Laws shall continue until a revised schedule of days of collection comes into force.

4.2 An authorised waste collector shall not collect overloaded waste containers.

4.3 An authorised waste collector shall return an emptied waste container to the designated collection area from which it was collected.

4.4 Compaction of waste in a waste container that prevents the efficient emptying of the container is strictly prohibited.

4.5 Management companies of commercial complexes or other groups of commercial premises shall ensure that adequate numbers of waste containers are available for use by holders of waste in the complex or other premises, for residual, recyclable and for bio waste where such a collection service is provided and that adequate and proper space is provided for the storage of waste containers.

4.6 Management companies of commercial complexes or other groups of commercial premises shall ensure that adequate access and egress is available for refuse freighters servicing the complex or premises.

PART III

5
GENERAL

5.1 The Council may require a management company or an authorised waste collector to supply information in writing to the Council in a format required by the Council regarding measures taken to collect dry recyclable waste and/ or bio-waste as the case may be.  Failure to provide the information requested shall be an offence.

5.2 Any waste disposal measures undertaken by the holder of commercial waste must

a) ensure that the dry recyclable portion is taken to an approved recycling collection or treatment facility

b) ensure that the garden waste is composted within the curtilage of the premises or taken to an approved recycling collection or treatment facility.

c) provide for the disposal of residual waste to an approved waste treatment or disposal   facility.

5.3 It shall be an offence for a person to interfere with waste presented by another person, for collection by an approved waste collector.

5.4 It shall be an offence for a person, other than an authorised waste collector, to remove or interfere with an authorization label, bin tag or microchip attached to a waste container of a third party

5.5 It shall be an offence for any person, other than staff of an authorised waste collector to dispose of waste in a refuse collection vehicle.

5.6 It shall be an offence for any person to obstruct, disturb, interrupt or prevent the collection of   waste by the approved waste collector.

5.7 These Bye-Laws repeal the South Dublin County Council (Storage, Presentation and Collection of Waste) Bye-Laws 2004


6
ENFORCEMENT

6.1  An authorised person may request any person who appears to be contravening or to have  contravened a provision of these Bye-Laws to refrain from such contravention.

6.2
A person who contravenes any provision of these Bye-Laws shall be guilty of an offence under Section 205(1) of the Local Government Act 2001 and shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding €1,904.60. 

6.3 Where an authorised person is of the opinion that a person is committing or has committed an offence to which Section 204 or Section 205 of the Local Government Act 2001 relates, the authorised person may demand the name and address of such person and if that demand is refused or the person gives a name or address which is false or misleading, that person shall be guilty of an offence under Section 204(3)(b) of the said 2001 Act.

6.4 If a person contravenes any provision of these Bye-laws, the Council may, pursuant to Section 206 of the Local Government Act 2001, serve on such person a Fixed Payment Notice, as described in the First Schedule  to these Bye-Laws specifying a fixed payment, as an alternative to a prosecution for such contravention. The amount of the fixed payment is €75 and the said fixed payment must be paid within 21 days of the date of service of such Fixed Payment Notice if such person is to avoid a prosecution.

6.5 If the contravention of a provision of these Bye-Laws is continued after conviction, the person causing the contravention shall be guilty of a further offence on each day on which the contravention continues and shall be liable on summary conviction for each such offence to a fine not exceeding €126.97 per day under Section 205(2) of the Local Government Act 2001.

6.6 Any person served with a Fixed Payment Notice is entitled to disregard such Notice and defend a prosecution of the alleged contravention in court.

6.7
A person who obstructs or impedes or refuses to comply with a request of an authorised person acting in the exercise of the functions conferred on an authorised person by Part 19 of the Local Government Act 2001 shall be guilty of an offence under section 204(3)(a) of the said 2001 Act.

6.8
A person who is convicted of an offence under Section 204(3) of the Local Government Act 2001 shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding €1,904.60.

11.
COMMENCEMENT

            These Bye-Laws shall commence on the 1st of ******** 2007

Dated this      day of 
             2007.

PRESENT when the Common Seal

of South Dublin County Council was affixed hereto:

___________________________________

CATHAOIRLEACH/NOMINATED MEMBER

___________________________________

COUNTY MANAGER/DIRECTOR OF SERVICES
FIRST SCHEDULE

FIXED PAYMENT NOTICE FOR THE PURPOSES OF SECTION 206 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 2001 (BYE-LAW NUMBER 10C)

NAME OF LOCAL AUTHORITY:
____________________________________________

To:


Name:

_____________________________________________




Address:
_____________________________________________






_____________________________________________

It is alleged that you have contravened the provisions of bye-laws made under Part 19 of the Local Government Act, 2001 entitled …………………………………………………………………….. 

by  ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

(in general terms specify nature of contravention) at ……………………………………………………

on ………………………………………. .  During this period of 21 days beginning on the date of this notice you may pay the sum of €75, accompanied by this notice, at the offices of the local authority named in this notice located at ……………………………………..  .

A prosecution in respect of the alleged contravention will not be instituted during the said period and if the sum of €75 is paid during that period, no prosecution will be instituted at any time.

Signed ……………………………………………………
Date ………………………………………..



(Authorised Person)

IMPORTANT:
Payment will be accepted at the offices of the local authority specified above and must be accompanied by this notice.  Payment may be made by post.  Cheques etc. should be made payable to – South Dublin County Council.

A receipt will be given.

You are entitled to disregard this notice and defend the prosecution of the alleged contravention in Court.”
It was proposed by Councillor B. Gogarty, seconded by Councillor T. McDermott    and RESOLVED:

“That South Dublin County Council makes Bye-Laws under Section 35 of the Waste Management Act 1996 and Part 19 of the Local Government Act 2001 for the storage, presentation and collection of Commercial Waste, as set out in the draft Bye-Laws as presented at this meeting.”

(C/0426/07)
LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2007 – 2011

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was 
CONSIDERED:


“The following Library Development Plan 2007 – 2011 has been presented, discussed and noted at the Arts, Culture, An Gaeilge, Education & Libraries SPC and at the three Area Committee Meetings.

Appropriate amendments / alterations resulting from the deliberations / discussions at the SPC and Area Committee Meetings have been incorporated into the Plan. 

In accordance with Local Government Act 2001 Chapter 3, Section 78 (7) the resolution of the Members is required for the adoption of the Library Development Plan 2007-2011.

LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2007 – 2011

CONTENTS
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LIBRARY MISSION STATEMENT AND OBJECTIVES
The structure of any plan should be informed by the mission statement and objectives of that organisation. 
South Dublin County Libraries being an important focal point at the heart of the local community aims to be pro-active and dynamic in addressing its various needs, particularly in the areas of information, culture and heritage, literature and lifelong learning.

South Dublin County Libraries inspires the spirit of exploration, the joy of reading, the pursuit of knowledge for all peoples of all ages and backgrounds. As cornerstones of their neighbourhood our libraries connect people to each other, their local authority and their greater community. The library service promotes and enriches the democratic, cultural, educational and economic life of this evolving and diverse area.

South Dublin County Libraries preserves and promotes universal access to a broad range of human knowledge, experience, information and ideas in a welcoming and supportive environment. New technologies extend access to global information beyond library walls. South Dublin County Libraries provide free and equitable access to public library services which meet the changing needs of a growing community.
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT

1.Local Government Act 2001

The Local Government Act of 2001 states that a library authority shall from time to time, adopt a programme for the operation and development of its library service.

Every library development programme prepared by a library authority shall include:

   
(a)  an outline of the existing library services,

(b)  the development objectives and priorities for the library service,

(c)  the measures taken or proposed to be taken to secure those developments

      
objectives.

(d)  the financial or other implications of the library development programme,

2. County Development Plan 2002 - 2012 - South Dublin: A Place for People

The County Strategy forms the framework for all the plans drawn up by its member agencies. The Libraries Department have an input into the main themes of the plan:

a) An Informed Place where the libraries contribute to the provision of information to the public 

b) A Collaborative Place where the libraries actively engage in creating links with other agencies in the county.

c) A Place for Everyone and an Equitable Place where the libraries promote its service as a space for everyone

d) A Cultural Place where the libraries provide services and opportunities for all people regardless of their backgrounds

e) A Learning Place where the libraries cater for educational and development needs by a number of delivery methods of all citizens

3. South Dublin County Council Corporate Plan and Towards 2016

South Dublin County Council’s Corporate plan contains broad guidelines for the libraries service. The Libraries Development Plan adheres to and enhances each of these objectives. It draws on these documents to set in place a framework for a modern, dynamic and holistic library service for the citizens of the County. The lifecycle framework for policy development and delivery as outlined in Towards 2016 is one which South Dublin Libraries has always embraced. This five year plan will continue to develop improvements to service across the stages of Children, People of Working Age, Older People and People with disabilities.
The main objectives in the Corporate Plan that will inform the content of the sections of the Library Development Plan are: 

ICT

· Provide public access to Information and Communication Technologies through the Library Service, recognising the vital role this plays in the promotion of social inclusion (e-Citizen and e-Inclusion).

· Implement initiatives to promote eInclusion and address the digital divide, using the Council’s network of local offices, libraries and service points.

ACCESS AND INCLUSION

· Celebrate and support the increasing multi-ethnic and multi-cultural nature of our communities.

STOCK POLICY AND READERS SERVICES

· Develop a strategy for promotion of the Irish language in the work of the Council and in the wider community
LOCAL STUDIES

· Support and encourage the work of local cultural, heritage and historical groups in documenting and preserving the richness of the county’s cultural heritage.

PROMOTION

· Develop public consultation techniques and channels in relation to formulation of Council policies and programmes, utilising the Council’s network of community contact points such as local offices, community centres, libraries etc. and engaging with local and national media.
CULTURE AND IMAGINATION

· Through the Public Library Service and Arts Programmes, the Council enriches the learning, cultural and artistic opportunities for communities.
· Develop a cultural quarter for the county centred on the County Library, Civic Theatre and proposed County Arts Centre.
ALL SECTIONS

· Provide a progressive, community-based public library service.

This plan reflects the proposals contained in Towards 2016 regarding modernising of services, co-operating with community groups, measuring performance, Performance Management Development System (PMDS), customer care, partnership, health and safety, the national disability strategy and a continued expansion of ICT services. 

The plan is also informed and builds on the recommendations and guidelines of national reports on the library system such as Branching Out and Joining Forces. 

CONSULTATION PROCESS

The consultation process included submissions from the public following a series of notices in newspapers and on the library website. Focus groups were conducted throughout the county and a questionnaire was drawn up for library users to determine their opinions on service development.  

Library staff have made suggestions for inclusion and the Library Partnership Group have over the last year been considering contributions to the Plan  

COUNTY PROFILE AND LIBRARY SERVICE

South Dublin covers an area of 223 km sq. The population of the County stood at 246,935 in 2006, an increase of 8,100 (3.4%) over the previous 4 years.  In South Dublin  29% of the population are 19 or younger. 

The Libraries are part of the Community Department of South Dublin County Council 

There are full-time libraries at Ballyroan, Castletymon, Clondalkin, Lucan and the County Library, Tallaght. Part-time libraries are at Whitechurch and in the grounds of Stewart’s Hospital. There are four mobile libraries, based at Library Headquarters, which visit the areas not serviced by a library building. South Dublin County Libraries operate a housebound service through out South Dublin County. 

The Schools Library Service is centrally located in Tallaght  and supplies  library materials  and offers an advisory service on reading and library provision  to  all primary schools in the County.

 The administrative headquarters, providing support services to our branch library network, is located  Tallaght. 

LIBRARY INFRASTRUCTURE

The current library service consists of five full-time libraries and two part-time libraries.

This is not adequate for the size of the county. There are many areas that do not have easy access to a library building. An accessible, flexible and responsive library should exist at the heart of each community.  Some of our existing branch libraries are constrained by their size and layout and this is impacting on the levels of activities ands services provided to customers.  This plan addresses these issues and presents a blueprint for excellence in service development over the next five years. In all the projects the idea of flexibility will be upmost in the planning and design. It is essential that the library buildings can adapt to new uses in future years.

The image of the library service in many cases is portrayed by the exterior of the buildings. This plan will attempt to create a new fresh image that will encourage the public to enter the libraries and use the services.

· South Dublin Libraries need to expand the number of library buildings across the County. This is dependant of the amount of resources available to the libraries both in terms of finance and staff over the lifetime of this plan. 

· New library buildings or library hubs are required at: Adamstown, Clonburris, Liffey Valley, North Clondalkin, Palmerstown and the Rathcoole/Newcastle area.

· Existing library buildings in Tallaght, Ballyroan and Clondalkin will be extended to provide improved levels of service.

· The development of library collections in non-library buildings will be explored with the view to increasing access to library materials for more citizens.
· The libraries will also explore any opportunities to improve the infrastructure that may occur during the life of this plan
ICT

South Dublin County Libraries are widely recognised as innovative and cutting edge in the application of new technologies to service development. The Library service was the first in Ireland to introduce e-books digital audio books from its website www.southdublinlibraries.ie . In recent years assistive technologies and improved software and hardware have been introduced. WiFi has been installed in all the branch libraries and the mobile libraries have been fully automated. The aim of the Libraries Services is to continue to be an innovator in ICT provision as laid out in the following actions.

· South Dublin County Libraries will future proof ICT services to ensure flexibility in the implementation of all new technologies for enhanced delivery and accessibility to staff and customers 

· Communications Infrastructure upgrade to build capacity for future development across all service points

· Three year rollover hardware upgrade for all service points covering public and staff services

· Continuous upgrade of www.southdublinlibraries.ie to provide a website which serves as a virtual library providing access to a variety of online resources. The website will include the most contemporary version of the online catalogue, web pages for children, links to online databases and encyclopaedia as well as comprehensive programme and event listings for all library activities. The website will act as a gateway to the Digital Zone which will offer a new download zone for children’s books complementing existing services for adults.

· Investigate the use of Web 2.0 for development of an interactive end user platform on library website

· Download Zone for Children will offer children a range of books in many formats for downloading to a PC or portable device. This customized zone will be the first of its kind in Ireland.

· Continued development of the Library online catalogue with more functionality and enhanced user interface

· Use of RFID technology interfaced with library management system to deliver concise stock management services

· Move to next version of management information from Library Management System to enable forensic analysis of activity statistics

· Digital Training Suite in the County Library will act as a centre of excellence for training in a range of ICT applications for staff and for library users. Training will range from basic skills to high end media design and development.

· Provide video conferencing facilities at the County Library to deliver webinar training facilities for library staff 

· Digitisation of library in-house publications to incorporate them into Library digital collections. 

· Digitisation of in-house publications to create talking books for people with low vision

· Access via library website to digital versions  of business and political journals such as The Economist

· Automate customer registration process to enable information sharing across all areas of the service

· Enhanced levels of assistive technologies for customers with physical and intellectual difficulties

· Electronic Data Interchange rollout at Library HQ 

· Overdue email alert to customers

· Detailed profiling of customers from registration data 

· SMS texting of news items to customers

· Enhanced Wi fi solutions across all branches to offer added functionality for customers

· On line registration for customers from Library website

· Co-ordinated initiatives where appropriate with the Connect project

ACCESS AND INCLUSION

Access and social inclusion are an integral part of “Connecting with Communities”, as outlined in the South Dublin County Council Corporate Plan 2004 – 2009.  Measures to address poverty, exclusion and inequality are threaded throughout the plan. 

South Dublin County Libraries aims to provide a welcome and inclusive space for all citizens of the County. Our Libraries should be places without barriers to usage. A place that presents no barriers to its usage. Significant improvements have been made in this area but more needs to be achieved.  There is also a need to publicise the fact that the following services are currently available and to continue the promotion as new services are introduced.

· It is free to join South Dublin County Libraries and to use the internet which is accessible in all branches

· A programme of refurbishment and improvements have been commenced in the last year to improve physical access

· The county has the longest opening hours in the country.

· Multi cultural collections now offer material in a wide range of World Languages

· Guides to the library are available in eleven languages

· The website allows borrowers to renew and reserve books from home

· The e-books initiative allows borrowers to borrow books from home and digital audio books offer a library service to those with low vision

· Adjustable furniture has been installed in the libraries

· Assistive technologies are available in the branches

· Materials are available in different formats

· Housebound Service

· Hearing loop systems in all libraries

· Browse aloud software on the website

Further initiatives within the life of this plan will be

· Improved signage throughout the libraries

· Install tactile markings in the libraries

· Improve the scope of the housebound service

· Implement layout changes in the libraries to increase accessibility

· Wheelchair access to all areas of the branch libraries 

· Wheelchair access to all large mobile libraries

· Explore the installation of library collections in non-library buildings

· Expand the amount of material available on-line

· Continue the digitisation of local studies materials

· Support the Changing Libraries initiative of the Library Council.

· Explore the possibility of on-line registration

· Increase and improve the provision of assistive technologies

· Review all aspects of improving access on a regular basis.

· Host “Getting Started Computer Training Programmes” for older people

· Universal design in all new library buildings and extensions.

· Increase awareness of services currently available through better promotion

· Encourage usage of services by engaging with community groups

· Continue to promote English as a foreign language classes

RESOURCES

Human Resources 

South Dublin County Libraries acknowledges that a quality library services can only delivered by enthusiastic, motivated and trained staff. The Library service currently employs one hundred and twenty staff. The knowledge, experience and expertise of staff is a critical element in advancing the vision of this plan and will be achieved by:

· working in co-operation with South Dublin County Council’s Human Resources Department to ensure that staffing levels are maintained and improved as the library system develops

· the implementation of the national Library Service Review in 2007   has introduced a new grading structure at senior and middle management levels to the library service which has resulted in a more favourable career path for library staff and will impact considerably on the range and quality of development which will be progressed in the lifetime of the Development Plan.

· the Performance Management Development System (PMDS) has been and will continue to be developed to enhance work performance, staff training and development and improved costumer services 

· delivery of a comprehensive training programme which focuses on library specific, general management, customer care and health and safety training. 

· through the  Public Library Staff Education Scheme to encourage staff to progress in professional education 

· development programmes and projects to involve all staff at all grades.

· through facilitating and encouraging staff involvement in the Workplace Partnership, senior staff team meetings and local team meetings ,  to allow full participation in all issues affecting  personal development, career and   service delivery  

Financial Resources

While recognising that an excellent library service is dependant on trained and dedicated staff, a further crucial element is adequate financial resources to implement the Library Development Plan .The current budget for South Dublin County Libraries  (2007) is €7.22 million.  Funding of library services to the highest national and international standards will be achieved by:

· availing  of all capital grants for the library building programme  and new services development from central government 

· planning to ensure adequate funding for revenue expenditure.

· the library service will continue to improve expenditure on library stock, provision of I.C.T and opportunities for lifelong learning for all our customers

· effective and efficient use of library budgets in service delivery giving value for money

· sourcing  of goods and services to achieve value for money objectives

· planning ,in budget preparation, for new services and developments 

Buildings and Infrastructure

The Library service, through its branch network is frequently the face of the local authority in the community, a focus for cultural and community events and in their own right are an effective marketing and promotional tool for the library service. South Dublin County Libraries will actively strive to provide quality premises  by:

· progressing a library buildings  programme 

· maintenance of existing buildings to the highest possible standards of attractiveness, comfort and safety for our customers and staff. 

· particular attention to requirements for  standards of health and safety as specified in building and related legislation  

· working within the terms and brief of the National Disability Strategy, as administered by South Dublin County Council, to ensure equality of access to our library buildings 

STOCK POLICY AND READERS SERVICES 

South Dublin County Libraries existing stock policy states

“The policy must ensure that the library community have access to a variety of materials in a variety of formats and to ensure that materials are available as speedily as possible”

South Dublin County Libraries are also aiming to fulfil the aims set out by both IFLA/UNESCO and CILIP 

IFLA/UNESCO Public Library Manifesto states

“The services of the public library are provided on the basis of equality of access to all, regardless of age, race, gender, religion, nationality, language or social status.

All age groups must find material relevant to their needs. Collections and services have to include all types of appropriate media as well as traditional materials”

CILIP Chartered Institute of Library and Information Professionals declares

“The function of a library service is to provide, so far as resources allow, all books, periodicals etc, other than the trivial, in which readers claim legitimate interest.

The public are entitled to rely on libraries for access to information and enlightenment upon every field of human experience and activity. Those who provide library services should not restrict this access except by standards which are endorsed by law.    

In the course of this plan the libraries specifically aim to carry out the following:

· Each library will provide a broad based and varied stock appropriate to its size and user needs.

· Stock in each branch will serve to enrich the culture and heritage of the county.

· We will provide a comprehensive stock in alternative formats. Large Print, Audio Books and Digital Audio Books

· We will continue to build on our existing stock of film on DVD, which currently stands at 5,000 titles. This will include classic films, foreign language titles, children’s films and T.V. programmes.

· We will build on our existing stock of downloadable titles to include books, audio books, film and music.

· We will continue to support and promote the Irish language by the provision of a comprehensive and relevant collection of Irish language material.

· Our children’s services will provide core collections designed to encourage both independent readers and children with reading difficulties.

· Materials will be purchased specifically for children with reading difficulties. Where possible our Schools Library Service staff will identify these reading schemes and provide written guides to accompany them.

· We will continue to provide reading material to book-clubs, both library based and independent clubs.

· We will establish book-clubs specifically for children, teenagers and the active-aged.

· We will build on our foreign language collections to provide for our new communities

· Different languages will be provided in response to local ethnicities. 

· We will develop a training course on stock management for all library staff.

· Each library will carry out a stock audit to ascertain gaps, weaknesses or overstock in the collections.

· We will continue to support adult literacy programmes 

· Review the layout of the stock in the branches and establish if  new  designs encourages greater usage of library materials 

South Dublin Libraries are centres for learning and exploration for adults and children across the County. Libraries offer customers a safe place to explore the world of knowledge and information while stimulating discovery and research. Over the next five years South Dublin Libraries will strive to provide more effective learning opportunities to all citizens of the county through:

· Working with other agencies and schools to support the formal learning frameworks across the County

· Identify informal and return to learning initiatives and resource and support these as appropriate

· Create new learning opportunities for customers using the ICT resources of the new County Library

· Provide life long learning programmes  that reflect the diversity of learning styles and learning needs across the County

· Develop a Family Learning Programme targeted at parents of young children to improve learning outcomes for all

LOCAL STUDIES

Local Studies is increasingly being seen as a valuable part of the library service. South Dublin County Libraries have been building up a valuable collection in recent years. Many items have been digitized and the libraries have published, in partnership with local authors, in a number of new titles each year.. The actions in this plan aims to build on the work carried out in recent years:

The aim of local studies is to provide a professional service to users and to promote and develop programmes to promote national events such as Bealtaine and Heritage Week. Initiatives will take place in the areas of digitisation, collection development, publications and cross departmental cooperation. In the next five years we will aim to carry out the following:

· Digitisation will be continued as a means to improve access to LH materials for library users, teachers and school children and for remote users and for preserving unique material

· Historic maps of South Dublin will be available on the web 

· Establish a Pod casting facility for oral history, continue to collect oral histories and look at establishing a local studies blog to facilitate hosting new material and to inform users about Local Studies events and activities
· Ensure library exhibitions are made available in electronic form. 

· Make existing publications available via the library website site as  e-books or Audio e-books

· Host a Junior Oidhreacht Photographic Competition and an oral history / video competition. To attract under-18s the competitions will be web based.   

· Collect Traveller History especially Traveller Oral History

· Establish a Family History Centre

· Continue to provide schools Local Studies resource packs when requested

· Strive to improve efficiency and service delivery by developing appropriate performance indicators and measuring them such as usage of Local Studies services

· Ensure that all materials are preserved in the best possible condition, and handled appropriately.

· Establish a publications grant scheme.

· Continue to promote Local Studies in South Dublin by developing and promoting new initiatives and by hosting high-profile exhibitions, talks, lectures, etc.

· Establish a Local Studies Prize for the best school project

· Host a Local Studies day for South Dublin Local History Societies and/or establish a Federation of South Dublin Local History Societies.

CHILDREN’S AND SCHOOLS SERVICES

South Dublin County Libraries have invested much time and resources into creating a high standard of library provision for the children in the county. There are children’s sections in each of the branch libraries and on the mobile vans. An extensive development programme is delivered each year, which encourages and fosters reading and promotes greater use of library services. . 

The national Childrens’ Book Festival, held each year in late October, includes competitions, events and author visits to engage and enthuse children. Science Week in November brings astronomy and animals among other exciting events to the library. 

However there is always more that can be done and in the next five years the following will be advanced:

· Each library serving the children of the county should allow ease of access  and should be bright and welcoming 

· Where possible the layout of stock, furniture and equipment should be child-friendly and mindful of children and teenagers with special needs.
· All service points will hold core collections designed to encourage both independent readers and children with reading difficulties.
· Librarians purchasing stock for children will ensure that it reflects the needs of the community that they are serving. It must contribute to the intellectual, social and emotional development of young people. 

· Services for children in South Dublin County will be co-ordinated at branch level by suitably qualified and trained members of staff.

· Class visits will be arranged to introduce children to the layout of the library and give some guidance on searching for information 
· The Schools Library Service will draw up a list of useful websites for staff, teachers and children. 

· With information drawn from area profiles, staff will endeavour to extend library tours to all relevant community groups. 

· Where demand dictates, service points will support homework clubs in the provision of study space and junior stock.

· Existing promotional book collections designed to encourage children to become independent readers will be extended and additional collections purchased
· In order to facilitate children with reading difficulties new reading schemes will be purchased in conjunction with the Acquisitions Librarian.
· The introduction of a Family Reading Group Initiative will foster literacy amongst parents and children.
· Communication between librarians and their community will continue to be developed through ongoing liaison with teachers and agencies who deal with children with literacy difficulties
· The hosting of a Readers Day for children or related to children reading will be investigated.
· Story time will be held regularly in each of our static service points.  Training in storytelling will be provided to interested staff.

· All primary and secondary schools will be contacted on a regular basis by their local branch library.

· Each class will be encouraged to visit their local library. Where a class cannot travel to the library, a member of staff in association with the School Librarians will visit the school where feasible.

· All local primary schools and crèches will be contacted and informed of library facilities, particularly block loan facilities. Transportation of the children to the libraries will be looked at.
· A Traveller Children's Reader Project will be developed

· The libraries will co-ordinate its outreach programmes with the CDI project where appropriate

· The libraries will liaise with other departments in South Dublin County Council to improve integrated delivery of children’s services.

· South Dublin County Libraries will support parents and carers through the provision of books and non-book materials such as CD-ROMs, DVDs CDs and educational games and toys. The Libraries will also provide information, where relevant, including recommended reading guides, promotional talks and school visits.

· The refurbishment of existing libraries and the opening of new libraries will allow for more study space for children carrying out their homework.

· Staff with responsibility for developing services to children will work with the Senior Librarian, IT and Reader Services, towards a comprehensive ICT policy for children and young people. They will seek to identify quality software for homework support and packages for children beginning to read.  
· The South Dublin County Libraries website should be linked to relevant websites to increase our profile amongst education providers
PROMOTION

The services available from South Dublin County Libraries need to be strategically marketed and promoted to both our customers and those who do not use the library service.  The focus groups carried out during the summer of 2007 indicated that there was a lack of knowledge about what the libraries can and does deliver. South Dublin County Libraries currently publicises events on our website, in local newspapers, magazines, parish newsletters and other relevant publications. Libraries also do mail shot and monthly events mailing to customers
During the course of this plan there will be:

· A marketing Plan will be drawn up for the libraries

· A shift towards branding the library service with distinctive logos and images. The libraries will ensure that all publicity, cards and products are easily identifiable as South Dublin County Libraries.

· The libraries will attend more exhibitions, road shows to publicise their services

· There will be more contact with groups that were involved in the focus group feedback to find out their views periodically on how the library is measuring up to its aims and at the same time inform the groups about new services

· There will be more contact with education groups to inform them about the library resources

· There will be a concerted effort to talk to non-users and find out why they are not using the library

· The libraries will take part in more partnerships with organisations throughout the county

· Community profiles will be drawn up to establish how best to engage the public around each library. Knowing who you are serving is crucial to any marketing plan. This will concentrate on the demographics of the area.
· New areas to advertise the libraries will be explored and their impact assessed.

· The libraries will look to use ICT to help promote events. The use of SMS could be extended to alert borrowers to events

· The collection of e-mail addresses from our users will allow the libraries to inform the users of new services or events.

· Re-designing application form to gather more information on user preferences.
· South Dublin County Libraries will participate in and promote national ( Public Library Users Survey 2007)  and local surveys and will utilise survey results planning and improving   service development  
CUSTOMER CARE

The libraries adhere to the customer care charter of South Dublin County Council. This entails that in our dealings with the public we will undertake the following:

· Provide clean, accessible public libraries that comply with occupational and safety standards and, as part of this, facilitate access for people with disabilities and others with specific needs.

· Treat all our customers equally.

· Aim to identify and work to eliminate barriers to accessing services for people using those services.

· Take an active approach in providing information that is clear, timely and accurate, is available at all points of contact and meets the requirements of people with specific needs.  Ensure that the potential offered by Information Technology is fully availed of.  

· Continue the drive for easily understood forms, information leaflets and procedures.

· Deliver quality services with courtesy, sensitivity and minimum delay

· Give contact names in all communications to ensure ease of all ongoing transactions.

· Establish and maintain a well publicised, accessible, transparent and simple to use system of redress for customers who are dissatisfied with quality of services.

· Provide a structured approach to meaningful consultation with, and participation by, the customer in relation to the development, delivery and review of services.  Ensure meaningful evaluation of service delivery.

· Use available and emerging technologies to ensure maximum access to choice of service delivery.

· Provide quality services through Irish and/or bilingually and inform customers of their rights to choose to be dealt with through one or other of the official languages.

· Foster a more co-ordinated and integrated approach to delivery of public services.

· Ensure staff are recognised as internal customers and that they are properly supported and consulted.  Continued support for the Partnership model will be maintained.  

· Ensure all staff are aware of their role in the promotion of customer care

· Introduce Frontline Training to all staff. Frontline is an online training course in the basic theory and practice of customer care and reader-centred work in the library. South Dublin County Libraries will be the first Irish library authority to introduce this course. 

CULTURAL

South Dublin Libraries are hubs of cultural and artistic activity across the County and gateways to local arts and cultural activities. Each year over two thousands cultural and artistic events are organised by library staff. Arts activities, film, local studies, music, storytelling, exhibitions, literary events as well as a range of inter agency activities with national cultural and art agencies are programmed throughout each year. 

· To support and promote an arts programme in conjunction with the South Dublin County Council Arts Office and other agencies.

· Promotion of Irish Language and Culture

· Promote programmes that understand & celebrate cultural diversity in the county.

· Create linkages between County Library, County Arts Centre and Civic Theatre to create a vibrant Cultural Quarter in Town Centre of Tallaght.
· Create a synergy between libraries, social inclusion, arts and sports with a view to creating an environment for pro-social behaviour. 
· To continue to provide opportunities of learning through, appreciation programmes  and work in partnership towards the co-hosting of lecture series and  seminars of cultural interest annually.

It was proposed by Councillor B. Gogarty, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon  and RESOLVED:

“That the Library Development Plan 2007 – 2011 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0427/07)
SECTORAL VACANCY ON HOUSING AND SOCIAL 
DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was 
CONSIDERED:

“South Dublin Community Platform has nominated Mr. Glen Keating, Tallaght Travellers CDP to replace its outgoing representative Mr. Geoff Corcoran on the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee.

The following proposal is now before the members for approval:

“That Mr. Glen Keating, Tallaght Travellers CDP replace Mr. Geoff Corcoran as the Community Platform’s representative on the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee.”
It was proposed by Councillor B. Gogarty , seconded by Councillor M. Corr  and AGREED:

“That Mr. Glen Keating, Tallaght Travellers CDP replace Mr. Geoff Corcoran as the Community Platform’s representative on the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee.”
(C/0428/07)
Circular letter SIU 4/07, dated 4th October 2007 from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding the Housing Adaptation 
 Grant Schemes for Older People and People with a Disability.

The above letter was NOTED.
(C/0429/07) 
Letter, dated 25th October 2007 from Monaghan Town Council regarding motion passed calling on the Minister for Health and Children to support the role of community childcare outlets.


The above letter was NOTED.
(C/0430/07)
Letter, dated 9th October 2007 from Kildare County Council regarding motion passed calling on the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to amend Section 246(b) of the Planning Act 2000.

The above letter was NOTED.
(C/0431/07)
Email, dated 11th November 2007 from Councillor Gerard Cullen tendering his resignation from South Dublin County Council with effect from 12th November 2007.


The above email was NOTED.
(C/0432/07)
DUBLIN COUNTY BOARD (GAA)
The following motion in the name of Councillor J. Daly FELL:

“That this Council honour and complete the contract between South Dublin County  Council and the Dublin County Board (GAA), which was agreed and paid for by the Dublin County Board in 1995, this means to transfer to the Dublin County Board the deeds and the lands which are legally theirs.” 

(C/0432/07)
LOCAL AUTHORITY HOMES

It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor C. Keane:
“That the Manager outline Council's attitude and approach to:
- repairs and improvements carried out privately to Local Authority Homes
- specifically with regard to reimbursement or deduction from price on purchase.”
REPORT:

“South Dublin County Council maintains its houses to a very high standard.

Ongoing programmes including house refurbishment , re-let repairs , central heating installation , rewiring , window replacements , cyclical repairs and maintenance all contribute to raising the quality and standard of Council housing.

Notwithstanding the above tenants may with the prior approval of the Council carry out at their own expense improvements to their homes.

In so doing they are advised that any such improvements become the property of the Council and cannot be removed in the event of their leaving their home.

The position is set out in the Council's Tenancy Agreement signed by all tenants when allocated their home.

Section 13 states inter alia '.......... all constructions , erections and so forth authorised by the Council..... become landlords fixtures , that is to say , they become the Council's property and are not removable by the Tenant ...... nor is any compensation allowable in respect of them '

However in circumstances where a tenant wishes to purchase his or her home the house is valued by the Council's Valuer and the proposed valuation arrived at reflects significant improvements made to the house by the tenants on the basis that the improvements have added value to the house e.g provision of an extension.

It is important to note that the value of the improvements are NOT included in the sale price recommended by the Council's Sales Section.

In other words the tenant benefits from the improvements provided at his or her own expense.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors J. Lahart and S. O’Connor.

Mr. F. Nevin and Mr. E. Conroy, County Architect responded to the Members’ queries.

The report was NOTED.
(C/0434/07)
LEAD LEVELS
It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:
“That this Council discuss with the aid of a report the lead levels in(a) the air (b) 
lead water pipes (c) fumes from leaded petrol, (d) paints with lead content if used 
or banned in planning ? (e) lead handling industries in the County. To undertake 
this with a view to reducing the exposure to lead in the County -particularly to 
children as the neurotoxic effect is both cumulative and delayed, and to state what 
action could be undertaken.”
REPORT:

“The Principal Environmental Health Officer has reported that lead had been used as an additive in petrol for motor vehicles. The introduction of the sale of unleaded fuel in 1991 saw a dramatic reduction of air borne lead in the Dublin region. Since 2000, leaded fuel is no longer sold in Irish garages. Recorded levels of air borne lead are well with the EU limits

Lead in paint was used as a drying agent. The European Union banned the use of lead in paints and all paint manufactures now use alternative drying additives.

There are industrial activities throughout the county but they have made no impact on the lead levels recorded in the region.

With regard to lead water pipes there are no known lead water mains in the Council’s area. There are however a number of lead service pipes to households in some older areas of the County such as, Terenure, Templeogue and Rathfarnham.

The Council’s Water Maintenance Section replace the public section of these services at opportune times, such as, when the main is being upgraded or repaired”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillors C. Keane.

Mr. J. Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer responded to the Members’ queries.
The report was NOTED.

(C/0435/07)
GRASS CUTTING

It was proposed by Councillor S. Laing, seconded by Councillor D. Keating:
“That the Manager consider an increase in grass cutting of grass verges as many of these are left unattended to as many of the old people are unable to provide this service.”
REPORT:

“The Council’s Parks Department undertakes the maintenance of parks, open spaces together with roadside margins along with major arterial routes within the County. This includes grass cutting, weed control, litter collection and the planting and care of trees. They also plant and maintain trees within housing estates. 

However, Parks Department does not maintain the grass margins/verges within estates and the tradition has been that these works are undertaken by the householders and/or the community/residents association particularly in relation to the elderly and incapacitated. 

The Council also provide extensive support to community/residents associations through Community grants for the purchase of lawnmowers/planting shrubs and flowers.

Environmental Services Department supports and encourages local groups through its “Beautiful South Dublin County” (formerly Tidy Districts) Programme. Assistance is provided by supplying litter pickers; refuse sacks and graffiti removal material.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors S. Laing, D. Keating, G. O’Connell, J. Lahart, P. Cosgrave, J. Hannon, C. Keane and M. Ardagh.

Mr. P. Smith, Director of Community & Parks and Mr. J. Horan, County Manager responded to the Members’ queries.

The report was NOTED.
(C/0436/07)
TRAFFIC MONITORING

It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor B. Gogarty:

“That the Manager brings forward a report on the Traffic Monitoring carried out by this Council to include purpose and role within the County and the greater Dublin Area, cost p/a, location of monitoring equipment, outcome, effect on traffic flow/management to date, and that a full discussion take place on this important service including exploring ways in which the public road and public transport users can become more aware of and involved in the system”
REPORT:

“The Roads Department of South Dublin County Council operates a Traffic Management Centre (TMC), the purpose of which is to monitor all relevant aspects of South Dublin’s road network in order to create a more efficient use of the physical road network. Real-time information is collected on journey times, congestion and delays, obstructions, traffic signal faults and other incidents. 

The Traffic Management Centre disseminates relevant information to national and local radio stations via AA Roadwatch and much of the commuter traffic information for the N4, N7 and N81 is sourced from South Dublin’s TMC. The Council closely liaises with Dublin City Counci'ls Traffic Control Centre and their radio broadcast on Dublin City FM. This information is also available for these media services and the general public on the Council's website providing continuous journey times for those travelling on the major roads across South Dublin. 

The monitoring equipment comprises of 60 CCTV traffic cameras with access to a further 10 cameras in South Dublin via NRA and Dublin City Council. These cameras cover major junctions on the national and regional road network in the Council's administrative area. This facility is currently being extended to include the Fonthill Road and Outer Ring Road with future plans forthe upgraded N4 and M50.

Traffic signal outstation monitoring units (OMU’s) are installed at 70 traffic signal junction controllers. Through this facility these junctions are connected to the Traffic Management Centre with real time signal fault reporting and monitoring. This technology is now standard on new signal installations. OMU installation construction works have been minimised at existing junctions through the use of GSM (mobile) modems.

86 Automatic Number Plate Recognition cameras are positioned at 19 locations on the major commuter routes in South Dublin andDublin City. These monitor in real-time, traffic flows across the network. Data returned includes journey times and delays. This can be analysised and compared to historical data to monitor effects from weather, incidents and road works. Specific detection of bus fleets has also enabled monitoring of bus journey times relative to general traffic. The journey time information is the basis for congestion information forwarded to the media.

Automatic Traffic Counters at 50 locations and at ANPR sites continuously monitor volume and speed of passing traffic permitting historical collection and analysis of traffic flow data and trends. Time restrictions for road works are based on traffic flows derived from the system of Automatic Traffic Counters.

A computer model has been created to simulate the effects of changes in the road network and growth in traffic. The model is verified from the historical data in the TMC system and specific manual counts. Comparisons of different innovative traffic management proposals for the M50 works have been tested by the model in order that the most efficient traffic management systems are utilised during the construction works.”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor G. O’Connell.

Mr. F. Coffey responded to the Member’s query.

The report was NOTED.
(C/0437/07)
COUNTY MUSEUM
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor E. Walsh:
“That this Council calls for funds to be allocated in the forthcoming estimates for a feasibility study for the establishment of a County Museum and that this Council supports the establishment of a County Museum.”
REPORT:

“The provision of a county museum was raised on previous occasions and the issue of funding and resources was considered. There was not at that time, and there is no current provision in the council’s finances for the building and running of a county museum. It was identified at that time that in order to be sustainable a museum needed 

a) to be capable of attracting sufficient visitor numbers and 

b) have in its possession an extensive core seed collection with which to start up a museum. 

It is considered that there is an insufficient supply of seed collection to start a county museum.

Some time ago the concept of the provision of a children’s museum was also mooted and in the course of the review of the County Development Plan an objective as follows was included in the CDP, passed unanimously by the council at the time:
“That the provision of a Children’s Museum in South Dublin County Council area be included in the Specific Objectives of the Written Statement as agreed by this Council. 
Towards 2016 – The Life Cycle Approach, provides that every child should have access to quality play, sport, recreational and culture activities to enrich their experience of childhood and the executive of SDCC is actively engaged in establishing ways of developing new, improved and more effective services and activities for children. To this end the Office of the Minister for Children has designated South Dublin, along with three other sites nationwide, as a pilot area for a multi-agency Children’s Services Committee.

It is proposed to continue our efforts to progress the objective contained in the current County Development Plan and the manager expects to be in a position to provide further update on the possible provision of a Children’s Museum in the South Dublin area in the very near future, including the possibility of securing funding towards this project. This matter will be considered in the context of Budget 2008.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Maloney, P. Cosgrave, T. McDermott, E. Walsh, J. Hannon, C Keane and R. Dowds, G O’Connell, M. Ardagh and S. O’Connor.

Mr. J. Horan, County Manager responded to the Members queries.

The report was NOTED.

(C/0438/07)
VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT
It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor B. Gogarty:
“That this Council acknowledges the benefit of Village Design Statements as being valuable in collating the views of the local community in terms of the future planning aspirations of the village or area involved, and would the Manager report on how such a Village Design Statement will influence future planning decisions in that village or area.”
REPORT:

“South Dublin County Council together with the Heritage Council has just produced and launched a Village Design Statement (VDS) for Lucan Village. The Lucan VDS has generally been seen as being valuable in collating the views of the local community in terms of the future planning aspirations of the village. 

While the Design Statement is a non-statutory document, it is intended as supplementary guidance that will be used with South Dublin County Council’s County Development Plan, 2004 -2010 when development proposals are being considered. It will also serve as an input into the review of the County Development Plan, which will commence in December 2008.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors D. Keating and B. Gogarty.

Mr. T. Doherty responded to the Members queries.

The report was NOTED.

(C/0439/07)
SAFE CYCLING

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor T. McDermott:

“That this Council re-affirms its commitment to promoting safe cycling in the 
County, compliments the Manager and the Roads Department on the ongoing 
programme of installing cycling lanes, recognises that a deterrent to the use of 
bicycles is the unavailability of secure storage/parking in public places such as 
shopping centres, and requests the Manager to explore the possibility of requiring 
Planning Applications for Shopping Centres to include provision for a certain 
number of secure cycle parking areas including bicycle lockers and locked 
covered bicycle sheds.”
REPORT:
“It is a strategic objective of the South Dublin Development Plan 2004-2010 to ‘promote and facilitate the development of cycling and pedestrian facilities in the county for all users’, (Section 7.4.i, p. 104). Development Plan policy also states ‘that provision be made in new shopping developments for secure parking for cyclists’, (Policy S.12, p. 97). 

The Council encourages the provision of secure bicycle parking facilities in town, district and local centres, at all public facilities such as schools and libraries and in all new, extended or refurbished developments. Current Development Plan standards require that “secure covered cycle parking facilities be provided for new office blocks, apartment blocks, shopping centres, hospitals, transportation nodes, etc. and that such facilities should be within 25 metres of a destination for short term parking, (shops), and within 50 metres for long term parking, (school, college, office)” (Section 12.7.6.i. of the Development Plan, p.220). 

More recent local plans that have been prepared for specific areas apply more prescriptive standards for different land uses with regard to bicycle parking. 

The Tallaght Town Centre Local Area Plan 2006 acknowledges that safe and secure bicycle parking is an essential component of any cycle network and sets out the following standards in relation to bicycle parking; 

	Development type
	Bicycle Parking Standards

	Residential Unit, (apartment/duplex)
	1 space per unit

	Retail/Office/Crèche
	1 space per 100 sq metres gross

	Primary Schools 
	1 space per 10 pupils 


Table 1. Tallaght Town Centre Local Area Plan 2006 Cycle Parking Standards
The Clonburris Proposed SDZ Planning Scheme and Proposed Local Area Plan 2007 sets out a sustainability target that, ‘All retail, office and other commercial and employment premises with a gross floor space of 1000m2 or more shall incorporate secure cycle parking, and changing, shower and storage facilities for cycle users within their premises’. (p. 95). The following table from the Clonburris Proposed SDZ Planning Scheme and Proposed Local Area Plan sets out the minimum cycle parking standards for different types of land uses;
	Development type
	Bicycle Parking Standards

	Residential units 
	1 space per dwelling

	Retail 
	1 space per 100 sq. m gross floor area

	Employment (office/high tech industry)
	1 space per 100 sq. m gross floor area

	Secondary school 
	1 space per 5 pupils

	Primary school 
	1 space per 10 pupils

	Major parks 
	1 space per 0.2 hectares

	Crèches 
	1 space per 100 sq. m gross floor area

	Community centres 
	1 space per 30 sq. m gross floor area

	Leisure centres 
	1 space per 100 sq. m gross floor area

	Rail and metro stations 
	1 space per 5 sq. m gross floor area. A minimum of 20% of provision should be in the form of secure lockable cycle 


Table 2. Clonburris Proposed SDZ Planning Scheme and Proposed Local Area Plan 2007 Cycle Parking Standards.
Detailed minimum standards are also applied in the Adamstown Strategic Development Zone Planning Scheme 2003 which states that ‘secure bicycle parking to comprise covered or semi-covered space with locking bars shall be provided throughout Adamstown’. The standards for cycle parking that are applied in Adamstown are as follows;
	Development Type 
	Bicycle Parking Standard

	Residential *Apartments 
	1 per dwelling

	Commercial Retail Office/high tech industry (employment)
	1 space per 100 square metres gross 1 space per 100 square metres gross 

	Community / Leisure Secondary School Primary School Major Parks Crèches Community Centres
	1 space per 2 pupils 1 space per 10 pupils 1 space per 0.2 hectares 1 space per 100 square metres gross 1 space per 30 square metres gross


Table 3. Adamstown Strategic Development Zone Planning Scheme 2003 Cycle Parking Standards.
Current approaches and standards will be examined and reviewed during the forthcoming review of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004-2010.”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor E. Tuffy.

Mr. T. Doherty, Director of Planning, responded to the Member’s query.
The report was NOTED.

(C/0440/07) 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING POLICY

The following motion in the name of Councillor J. Lahart FELL:
“That the Council ensure that the Affordable Housing policy is just and fair in its treatment of individuals.”
(C/0441/07)
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

The Mayor, Councillor B. Gogarty, proposed that Standing Orders be suspended to extend the meeting time by 10 minutes to deal with the remaining motions on the agenda. This proposal was in compliance with Standing Order Nos. 76 and 77 and was AGREED by the Members.
(C/0442/07)
DURABLE EXERCISE FACILITIES FOR ADULTS/ELDERLY

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor B. Gogarty: 


“That this Council agrees to incorporate durable exercise facilities for 
adults/elderly at various locations throughout the County, a motion in my name 
on this subject was agreed in 2005 and to ask if money for this project could be 
included in this year's budget? (Note: climbing facilities as in Tymon Park while 
welcome for teenagers and older are not suitable for adult/elderly exercise). 
Meath County Council opened such a facility very recently.”
REPORT:
“As mentioned in the motion, the woodland adventure trail which forms part of the play facilities opened at Tymon Park in 2005 incorporates agility/exercise equipment which is suitable for adult use. Equipment has also been provided in the playground as part of the new sports and leisure facility which is due to open shortly in Clondlakin.

In relation to parks and open spaces it would be the intention of the Council to examine and make provision as appropriate for exercise facilities as referred to in motion in the ongoing preparation of plans for the upgrading of existing and the development of new parks. 

Provision for Trim Trails incorporating durable exercise facilities was made in the Part 8 for the development of Grange Park, Griffeen Valley Park and which it is proposed to construct in 2008. Consideration will also be given to the incorporation of adult exercise equipment into the replacement of the playground in Tymon Park adjacent to the Depot/Visitor Centre. 

The facility which has recently been developed by Meath County Council was provided in conjunction with a local active retirement group. This facility is being examined and in this regard it is planned under the 2008 Parks Works Programme to pilot the provision of similar adult exercise equipment at a suitable location following consultation with a local active retirement group in this county. 

Members will be kept updated on this pilot project.”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor C. Keane.

Mr. Pat Smith, Director of Community Services responded to the Member’s query.

The report was NOTED.

(C/0443/07)
HALLOWEEN BONFIRES

The following motion in the name of Councillor D. Keating, was MOVED without debate:
“That the Manager would present a detailed report for discussion on the consequences of Halloween 2007 for South Dublin in terms of issues for the Parks and Landscapes Services Division, the Environmental Department, the Community Department, the Housing Department, including associated costs, and information and data available from the Emergency Services including the Gardaí, Fire Services, Ambulance Services etc.”
REPORT:
“Information regarding Halloween bonfires is being compiled at present from the various depots and the information requested will be addressed in this exercise. In keeping with the practice of recent years, this information will be analysed and a report will be issued to the Members through the Area Committees. 

Prior to Halloween, Parks staff were engaged in collecting extensive amounts of bonfire material from open spaces throughout the County and arrangements are ongoing to collect, clean up and reinstate the areas damaged by illegal bonfires. 

Two designated bonfire sites organised by the Council were held in Tallaght and Clondalkin areas.”
(C/0444/07)
CLIMATE CHANGE 
The following motion in the name of Councillor E. Tuffy was MOVED without debate:

“That this Council will prepare and adopt a policy and guidelines on adaptation measures to combat anticipated effects of climate change in the County, dealing with such matters as water supply, flood plains, open spaces, and that such a Climate Change Adaptation Policy and Guidelines be included in the draft of the next County Development Plan.”
REPORT:

“The Planning and Development Act 2000 requires that a Development Plan shall, so far as is practicable, be consistent with national plans, policies and strategies, which relate to the proper planning and sustainable development of the area covered by the Plan. In addition, Development Plans should have regard to any guidelines issued by the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, which would have a bearing on proper planning and sustainable development. Many national policies, plans and guidelines have arisen from Ireland’s international obligations e.g. the Kyoto Protocol (1997) committed the developed world to begin taking action in relation to climate change while the UN Conference on Environment and Development held in Rio de Janeiro (1992) endorsed the concept of sustainable development. Thus the County Development Plan 2004-2010 at Section 1.2.1.ix refers to the National Climate Change Strategy (2000) which provides an integrated co-ordinated framework for achieving the national target of reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 2012.

The Development Plan, therefore seeks, for example: 
· to ensure that the settlement strategy for the County is sustainable by minimizing sprawl and increasing density, 

· to encourage more sustainable work/live options 

· to provide for the development of renewable energy sources 

· to provide for and promote alternative and sustainable forms of transport – public transport, walking, cycling etc. 

· to encourage and support sustainable and energy efficient construction 

· to retain and develop the green structure of the county 

· to retain bio-diversity within the county 

· to minimize waste and increase re-cycling 

· to minimize extraction of water 

· to avoid building in areas prone to flooding (cf. the OPW flood maps) etc. 

As part of the Greater Dublin Strategic Drainage Study (which was adopted by the Council in July 2005) a policy document was produced on climate change. A precautionary policy was adopted in regard to climate change and the principal recommendations were as follows:

To design future schemes to cater for:-

1. A 20% increase in river flows for all return periods up to 100 years.

1. A 10% increase rainfall intensities.

1. A 450 mm rise in sea levels.

These recommendations are contained in the Greater Dublin Regional Code of Practice for Drainage Works which is available on the Council’s website

In the recently published National Climate Change Strategy 2007-2012 the Government is committed to developing a national adaptation strategy over the next two years as part of a comprehensive policy position on climate change. This central government strategy will provide a framework for the integration of adaptation issues into decision-making at national and local level. When this national adaptation strategy is available it will set the framework for the adoption of a common approach by the various local authorities throughout Ireland and will also inform the framing of the new County Development Plan 2010-2016. In the meantime the Council will continue to develop its policies and objectives and implement them in relation to the development of a more sustainable county.”
The Meeting concluded at 18.37.    
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