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	 COMHAIRLE CONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS


	SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL


MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE 

(Dealing with Environment, Housing, Parks and Community)
HELD ON 19th November, 2007
PRESENT

	Councillors
	Councillors

	Corr M.
	King C.

	Daly M.
	Murphy M.

	Hannon J.
	Neville J.

	Jones C.
	Warren K.


An apology for inability to attend was received from Councillor E. Maloney.
An Cathaoirleach, Councillor M. Corr presided.

OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Director of Community Services
	Pat Smyth

	Senior Executive Officers
	Y. Dervan, H. Hogan, J. Quinlivan, B. Coman

	A/County Librarian
	I. Stobbart

	Senior Executive Parks Superintendent
	M. Keenan, B. Kearney

	Senior Architect
	P. DeRoe

	A/Administrative Officer
	B. Martin

	Senior Staff Officer
	J. Kelly

	Assistant Staff Officer
	L. Hannon


T/758/07
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 15th October, 2007 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.  

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. Jones and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Tallaght Area Committee held on 15th October, 2007 be ADOPTED and APPROVED".

ENVIRONMENT  BUSINESS
T/759/07
QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 1 - 5, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/760/07
TWICE-MONTHLY GREEN BIN COLLECTION
QUESTION: Councillor C. Jones

"To ask the manager if the twice-monthly Green Bin collection will apply to communal bin sheds in mixed housing developments?"

REPLY:
The twice weekly collection will be extended to appartment complexes which already receive a green bin collection from the Council. 
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T/761/07
REMOVAL OF THE LITTER  ON AIRTON ROAD
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

"To ask the Manager to have arranged the removal of the litter along the grass verges on Airton Road (beside Jacobs)?"

REPLY:
The area referred to will be cleaned by staff from the Council’s cleansing section early in the week commencing November 19th.
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T/762/07
SEWARAGE/DRAINAGE PROBLEMS
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

" To ask the Manager to have arranged contact made with the residents of * details supplied in view of the on-going sewerage/drainage problems occurring in the immediate area?" 

Reply:
The Drainage Inspector has visited this location on numerous occasions in relation to sewerage problems being experienced by the residents. The problems are on a private combined drain for which responsibility lies with the householders connected to it. The Inspector has however endeavoured to establish what the problems are. 

There is a faulty broadstrap located at an adjacent house and the position of this broadstrap, which is close to a wall which was orginally garage space and is now converted to living space, is extremely difficult to access. 

The Drainage Inspector also suspects that there may be a fault in the pipe itself and a camera survey of the drain has been advised. The responsibility for this and for any required remedial worksrests with the householders concerned.Bottom of Form

T/763/07
LITTER PROBLEM AT THE KINGSWOOD SHOPPING CENTRE
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

"To ask the Manager to have arrange for contact to be made with the retailers at Kingswood Shopping Centre, in view of the on-going litter problem at and around the Shopping Centre and while recognising the recent difficulities in installing litter bins throughout the County, would the Manager consider the installation of a number of litter bins at the pedestrian area to the rear of Kingswood Shopping Centre leading down to Ashfield?"

REPLY:
The litter warden for the area will contact the retailers in Kingswood Shopping Centre to examine measures that each premises has in place for dealing with litter. The Cleansing Section will examine the pedestrian area to the rear of the shopping complex to determine if it is a suitable location for the installation and servicing of additional litter bins.
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T/764/07
THE WATER SUPPLY TO DESELBY, BLESSINGTON ROAD
QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren

“To ask the Manager to confirm that the water supply to Deselby, Blessington Road, Tallaght, was recently cut off for a 12 hour period from Sunday September 30th to Monday October 1st, and that despite clear commitments from South Dublin County Council that people would be informed of this event, that no such information was given to local residents, and would he further accept the deep frustration of people in this community who regularly find that their water is cut off without prior notice, and if he will make a statement on the matter?”

REPLY:
The DeSelby estate on Blessington Road is located in the Westbrook Glen District Metered Area (DMA). There are no records of any calls to the Council around the period of Sunday September 30th and Monday October 1st regarding problems with water supply in the Westbrook Glen DMA. The Council’s water supply telemetry system does not show anything unusual with the water supply in that DMA at that time. There may have been a problem with a private plumbing system during the period referred.

Where there are planned disruptions to water supplies for maintenance or any other reason, customers are informed and given as much notice and information as possible, using various means including newspaper adverts, Council website, local radio, email, and notices delivered to residents and commercial customers. Where disruptions are unplanned, eg. water main bursts andwhere the disruption is significantly serious or ongoing, appropriate notification is given during the disruption and current information during disruptions is available from the Environmental Services Department, the Water Maintenance Depot,Customer Care and the Council's website.

Whether disruptions to water supply are planned or unplanned, the period of disruption and the area affected is always kept to a minimum. 
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T/765/07
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/766/07
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

HOUSING  BUSINESS

T/767/07
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 6 - 12, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/768/07  
PEDESTRIAN ACCESS AT THE FORTUNESTOWN B DEVELOPMENT
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

"To ask the Manager why at the design stage of the Fortunestown B development consideration was not given for ANY pedestrian access and egress to and from the estate - now that the estate has begun to be occupied what the Manager proposes to do to address this significant road safety issue and that of safe pedestrian access all along this stretch of Fortunestown Lane now that both Lidl and the Citywest shopping centre are both operational?"

REPLY:
There is a safe footpath all along the north side of Fortunestown Lane and this remains unchanged by the construction of Fortunestown B. There are safe foothpaths along every street in Fortunestown B in accordance with usual practice.

It has not been possible to construct a continuous footpath along the south side of Fortunestown Lane as the land adjoining Sundale estate is not within the ownership of the Council.

The issue of a pedestrian-crossing at Fortunestown B has been raised with the Roads Department as a result of ongoing regular consultation with the new residents.
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T/769/07
INFILL HOUSING SCHEMES IN THE JOBSTOWN AREA
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

“To ask the Manager if there are plans to construct a significant number of infill housing schemes in the Jobstown area along the river and in outlying green spaces - if this is the case to ask the Manager to immediately make contact with the Jobstown Community Council as the mandated entity in the area in order to ascertain local support for such projects?”
REPLY:
A preliminary concept for housing in this area was made to the Committee in 2006 by the then County Architect. On the 19th February the Committee requested an informal meeting be held with members on the proposals being developed and this was held on the 26th February.

At its meeting on 21st March the Committee agreed the that Circle Housing Association should start preliminary consultations with the local stakeholders in relation to the proposed development.

Preliminary consultations have now taken place with local stakeholders in the area. The results of this consultation and research will now be evaluated before any further consultation is undertaken.

A report will be brought to the Committee prior to the further development of any housing proposal in the area
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T/770/07
ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR BESIDE DEERPARK RISE AND CUSHLAWN
QUESTION: Councillor C. Jones

"To ask the manager to take urgent action to tackle the anti social behaviour emanating from the open space (located beside Deerpark Rise and Cushlawn) between two housing estates?"

REPLY:
There have been some reports of Anti-Social Behaviour at this location. Estate Managementare endeavouring to deal with this unacceptable behaviour. If the Councillor, or local residents, have any information they should furnish the details to Estate Management, who will investigate the matter thoroughly. The Council has been unable to date to ascertain who the perpretrators of this unacceptable behaviour are.

The Housing Department and the Architectual Services Department are looking to try and improve the open area at this location. It is proposed that works involving, tree-planting, hedge planting,and a retaining wall have been proposed. Prior to this working being undertaken consultation with the local residents will be carried out, through the local Estate Officer. 
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T/771/07
PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT AT CASTLETYMON
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

"To ask the Manager to clarify, confirm the most recent agreement between residents in Tymon North Park/Gardens, South Dublin County Council and Councillors in relation to the proposed development at Castletymon. In view of such an agreement, can the Manager outline why this development is named phase 1 and can one logically surmise that this Local Authority is proposing a phase 2?"

REPLY:
A notice in accordance with Article 81 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2003 was published on 18th May 2006 to construct an infill housing developments of 67 units. The proposal for this work also included local landscaping to new and existing areas, traffic calming/traffic management works at all roads fronting the project, and all necessary associated ancillary works.

Following public consultations during thePart 8 process and prior to the meeting of the Council held on 10th July 2006, the Council agreed to proceed with the development, subject to a reduction in the number of dwellings to 42 and the carrying out of certain design alterations. it was also agreed that a further consultation meeting would take place with residents to discuss the overall scheme. 

Council officials met a representative group of local residents to discuss plans for the area affected by the proposal on 27th July 2006. Details of the changes were confirmed to the residents and they requested time to consider their responses.

A further meeting took place with residents on 18th October 2006 at which a number of issues were discussed. A commitment was given that the local residents group would be kept informed as the detailed design and finish of the housing units was developed and that the Council's Estate Management Offiicers would liaise with the residents throughout the process.

The residents were generally happy with the design changes made during the Part 8 process but continued to be concerned that the design of the new units was developed in a manner which was in sympathy with the existing units.

At the meeting it was agreed that there would be enhanced landscaping provisions throughout the new development including the adjoining areas and with particular reference to the small garden, known as the Childrens Garden located at the junction of St. Aongus Road and St. Aongus Crescent. It was agreed that this area would be reinstated after construction works had been completed.

The residents requested that consideration be given to the removal of the 10 houses proposed for the area at Tymon North Park/rear of Tymon North Gardens. Residents were informed that these units were included in the Part 8 and had been approved. Following discussion it was agreed that the Council would proceed with a first phase of the development comprising 32 units at the western portion of the site and would be willing to defer the construction of the remaining 10 units for the time being pending further discussions with residents/local members and the development of the responses to the other issues.

It was noted that while there was a large traffic calming scheme being implemented by the Council's Road and Traffic Department for the Tymon North area, the residents felt that more traffic calming measures may be needed, particularly at the junction of St Aongus Road and St. Aongus Crescent. It was agreed that the Roads Department would be consulted further with a view to ensuring that an appropriate traffic calming model which reflects the position following the construction of the infill housing is developed.

The meeting on 18th October 2006 concluded with the residents group being informed that the Council would proceed to the next stage of the procurement process for the 32 units at the western portion of the site and that further contact would be made with the residents group when approval to that stage had been received.

It is proposed to proceed with the construction of the first 32 units in the 1st Quarter 2008. This development will be called Castletymon Phase 1 This is purely for office administrative purposes.If these10 units are developed in the future, they will be called Castletymon Phase 2 to distinguish between the two different phases, both in terms of when they were constructed and the number of units that are constructed in each phase.
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T/772/07
ON-GOING PROBLEM OF LEAKAGE ON THE ROOF
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

" To ask the Manager to arrange to have contact made with the residents of details supplied* in view of the on-going problem of leakage on the roof and balcony of the above-mentioned home?."

REPLY:
Arrangements have been made to have the roof and balcony inspected at the address in question and any remedial action required to be taken by the Council will be undertaken with a view to permanently solving the problem.
T/773/07
WINDOWS IN COMPLIANCE WITH ALL RELEVANT HEALTH & SAFETY REGULATIONS
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

"To ask the Manager for a detailed report on the issue of whether the windows at *details supplied are in compliance with all relevant Health & Safety regulations?"

REPLY:
The Council's Clerk of Works identified a problem with bedroom window design during the construction period. The Consultant Architect agreed to install a mid-rail to improve matters. This has been installed in all houses except: - 

· One of the dwelllings the tenant refused to allow the contractor to make this change; 

· Three of the dwellings the tenants have not made themselves available for this remedial work despite repeated visits by the Council staff and the contractor.

In the interim, all the bedroom windows involved were fitted with restrictors and are in compliance with Health and Safety requirements as a result. 

It is intended to write to the relevant tenants with a deadline for compliance with access requirements to allow the remedial work to be carried out as soon as possible. 
T/774/07
INSTALLATION OF UPSTAIRS HEATING 
QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren

“To ask the Manager as to why it is that a tenant (Details supplied), has heating in the downstairs part of her home but does not have heating upstairs, and given the fact that this situation exists, if he would consider immediately installing heating, and if he will make a statement on the matter?”

REPLY:
Garynisk Estate was constructed in 1993. At that time there was no requirement ( from DoE ) to instaff full central heating systems in new housing. 
Therefore limited central heating was installed in the house in question.
This policy changed in 1994 and from that date all local authority dwellings were constructed with full central heating systems.
The Council's Mechanical Electrical Inspector has now carried out an inspection of the central heating in this house and recommended that it be upgraded to the current standard in line with building regulations
A contractor has been appointed and works will commence within the next two weeks.
T/775/07
REPORT ON HOUSING CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“COMPLETIONS 2004
Cushlawn Phase 1 28
Tymon Park 2
Bolbrook11
Kilcarrig Phase 28
Russell Square5
Marlfield Part V 26
TOTAL 80
COMPLETIONS 2005
Marlfield Part V 1
Russell Square 110
Bawnlea 7
Jobstown Village Core 11
Cushlawn Phase 2 31
Daletree Part V 8
Fettercairn Village 22
TOTAL190
COMPLETIONS 2006
Fettercairn Village 19
Deerpark Joint Venture 119
Fortunestown B (Phase 2) 38
Fortunestown B (Phase 4) 120
Daletree Part V 24
TOTAL 320
COMPLETIONS 2007
Fortunestown B (Phase 2) 28
Daletree 3
Heathersett 20
Brookfield 16
Castlepark 3
TOTAL 70
SCHEMES IN PROGRESS ANTICIPATED COMPLETION DATE
Fortunestown B Phase 1 (110) In Phases December 2007 early 2008
Avonbeg Phase 3 (47) in Phases from December 2007 early 2008
Heathersett Part V (20) 1st quarter 2008
Deerpark Part V (36) December 2007
Castlepark (7) November 2007
Cushlawn Phase 3 (22) in Phases from December 2007
Greenhills Road Part V (9) December 2007
Kilcarrig Phase 3 (80) 4th Quarter 2008
Kiltalown Green (27) 3rd Quarter 2008
Ard Mor Part V (2) 1st Quarter 2008
TOTAL 360
TENDER ASSESSMENT 
Avonbeg Phase 4 (7) Anticipated start date 1st quarter 2008
Fettercairn Phase 2 (33) Anticipated start date 1st quarter 2008
COMMENTS
Fortunestown Phase 3 & 5 (160) Tenders being assessed
Castle Tymon (32) Tenders being assessed
Rossfield Old Shop SIte (9) Target Tender 1st quarter 2008
Knockmore (96) Target Tender 1st quarter 2008
Stocking Lane (103) Target Tender 2nd quarter 2008
Deerpark (8) Cost plan with DOE
TOTAL 448
CONCEPT / DESIGN STAGE
Suncroft 10- possible affordable option. Concept to ACM 19/11/2007
Swiftbrook 11. COncept to ACM 08/12/2004
TOTAL 21
Other potential sites are also being examined”Bottom of Form



Mr H. Hogan Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.

Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King, M. Corr and J Neville contributed, Mr H Hogan Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised. The report was NOTED.

T/776/07
REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PROGRAMME
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED.

“The following is the current position on developments at various stages of delivery throughout the Tallaght Area of the County.

	Scheme
	Type and No. of Units
	Status
	Comments

	Daletree Place 
	10 Group Houses
	Completed & Occupied
	Residents moved into houses in August 2005.

	Belgard Park 
	10 bay RCP
	Completed & Occupied
	Residents moved into houses in August 2005.

	St. Aidan’s Close Brookfield
	5 Group Houses 
	Completed & Occupied
	Families moved in to houses on 3rd May 2006. 

	Hazel Hill, Killinardin
	Group Houses – 5 R.C.P. – 5 Bays
	Completed & Occupied
	Residents moved into scheme in December 2006.

	Fortunestown
	10 Group Houses – 
	Completed & Occupied
	Residents moved into scheme in Dec. 2006. 

	Stocking Lane
	10-bay RCP
	Pre-construction
	ESB currently on site (ie laying of cables underground), prior to construction commencing

	Rathcoole
	10 GH
	Pre-part 8
	Design for revised Part 8 process for group housing to be prepared. Discussions with future residents being held

	Belgard Road
	10 redevelopment 
	Design
	Headed Item report to this meeting 
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Mr H Hogan Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.



The report was NOTED.
T/777/07
TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PROGRAMME- BELGARD ROAD


The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED: 

“Under the South Dublin’s Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005-2008 it is proposed to redevelop the existing halting site at Belgard Road, Tallaght to accommodate 10 no. units. 

This development is currently at the design stage, however, the current footprint of the site is insufficient to cater for 10 units and either additional land or an alternative site will be required to complete the development. 

The adjoining lands are in the ownership of the ITT and the Council have been endeavouring to meet with them to explore the above possibilities. Despite numerous requests it has not been possible to arrange a meeting to date. However discussions are ongoing with a view to arranging a meeting on this matter in early December.

A further report will be presented on the matter to a forthcoming meeting of the Committee.” 
Following a contribution from Councillor C. King the report was NOTED. 
T/778/07
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

It was proposed by An Cathaoirleach, Councillor M. Corr, and agreed, in accordance with Standing Order No. 76, to suspend standing orders to deal with an emergency motion in the name of Councillor C. King.


It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

“That this Committee calls on the Manager to arrange for a report to be compiled for the December Tallaght Area Committee (1) meeting providing a detailed list of all contacts through letter, phone, meetings etc between South Dublin County Council and the Institute of Technology Tallaght over the past two years in relation to the redevelopment of the Belgard Road Halting Site as envisaged in the Traveller Accommodation Programme and to report on progress on this issue and for these lists to include times dates and correspondence.”

Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King, M. Corr, K. Warren, J. Neville and M. Murphy contributed, Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised. The motion was NOTED and it was AGREED that a Headed Item would issue to a future meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Housing Business.
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T/779/07
REPORT ON QUARTERLY STATISTICS FOR ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR.


The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED: 

“Anti Social Behaviour Statistics for period: 01/07/2007 to 30/09/2007 
Current Working Files:425 (59.27% of county) 
% Incidents that resulted in Enforcement Action – 21% 
Investigative Actions per Incident –5.5
Total Number of Clinics held 2007:102
Weekly Anti-Social Clinics at following locations:
Mary Mercer Centre, Jobstown –Every Thursday 11.00am – 12.00pm 
Glenshane/Rossfield - Every Friday11am - 12 noon
Killinarden Community Centre – Every Friday 11am - 12 noon
Fettercairn Community Centre – Every Wednesday 10.45am -11.45am
	
	Total for Jan-Sept 2006
	1st Quarter 2007
	2nd Quarter 2007
	3rd Quarter 2007

	Actions
	
	
	
	

	Housecall
	774
	247
	206
	185

	House Inspections
	0
	0
	2
	1

	Formal Office Interviews
	334
	132
	106
	78

	Phone interviews complainant/tenant
	365
	164
	131
	99

	Referred to HWO
	44
	37
	29
	18

	Referred to EHO
	16
	7
	7
	2

	Referred to Family Support
	3
	1
	1
	2

	Referred to Mediation
	7
	4
	0
	5

	Garda Consultation
	204
	42
	27
	14

	Other SDCC section consulted
	185
	71
	46
	35

	Health Services Consultation 
	22
	5
	18
	9

	Case Conference - Multi Agency
	0
	1
	3
	3

	Case Conference – Internal
	0
	1
	0
	0

	Verbal Warning given
	11
	9
	16
	8

	Warning Letter issued
	24
	8
	7
	2

	Abandonment Notice Served
	11
	2
	1
	0

	Pre-emptive Surrender
	5
	2
	0
	0

	Notice to Quit Served
	3
	3
	8
	0

	Demand for PossessionServed
	1
	2
	5
	0

	House Surrendered
	11
	1
	2
	3

	Sitexed House
	9
	5
	4
	4

	Eviction of Illegal Occupier
	0
	0
	1
	0

	Total Actions
	2029
	744
	620
	468

	
	
	
	
	

	Incidents
	
	
	
	

	Priority 1
	
	
	
	

	Drugs Activity
	16
	5
	2
	9

	Criminal Activity
	24
	2
	1
	0

	Joyriding
	19
	4
	3
	1

	Violence/intimidation/ harassment
	82
	26
	40
	20

	
	
	
	
	

	Priority 2
	
	
	
	

	Squatters/illegal occupiers
	10
	2
	2
	3

	Vandalism
	35
	13
	5
	1

	Physical condition of property
	87
	12
	13
	4

	Racism
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Vacant House
	26
	8
	6
	5

	Neighbour Dispute
	15
	1
	1
	5

	
	
	
	
	

	Priority 3
	
	
	
	

	Noise/disturbance
	78
	24
	9
	14

	Pets/animal nuisance
	11
	2
	3
	1

	Children Nuisance
	65
	16
	22
	19

	Selling Alcohol
	1
	0
	0
	0

	
	
	
	
	

	Total Incidents
	470
	115
	107
	82

	
	
	
	
	

	Total Complaints
	563
	175
	155
	154
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Ms Yvonne Dervan, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.

Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Corr and K. Warren contributed Ms Y. Dervan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.



The report was NOTED.

T/780/07
NEW WORKS



SUNCROFT INFILL HOUSING SCHEME


The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:


Pleases see presentation at:



http://www.sdublincoco.ie/index.aspx?pageid=4496





Mr P. DeRoe Senior Architect gave presentation and summarised the report.
Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Corr and C. King contributed, Mr P DeRoe Senior Architect responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED.

T/781/07
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/782/07
THE PROVISION OF A NEW COMMUNITY CENTER/SPACE IN KILTALOWN
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. King:
“That the Manager provides a detailed report with respect to the provision of a new community center/space in Kiltalown as agreed during the most recent Part 8 process to provide infill housing at locations on Kiltalown Park and Kiltalown Green, to indicate what delays have occurred to date and how the manager proposes to proceed with this project without any further delays.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“The development of an infill housing projecton two sites at Kiltalown Park and Kiltalown Green was approved at the meeting of the Council in July 2005. The construction of the units have commenced on site.

Following extensive consultation with local groups it was agreed that enhanced community facilities would accompany the infill housing. Facilities for teenagers were agreed as the priority and the Housing Department made available the two storey apartment above the Community facility on a temporary basis to meet the immediate requirements.

The two upper floors would be adjusted to allow for this new use and would complement the existing community uses on the ground floor.

In order to commence the works it is necessary to re-locate the two existing tenants in the upper floor apartments to suitable accommodation. Currently one tenant has been transferred to alternative accommodation while the remaining tenant is awaiting the alloction of a new build dwelling in the Avonbeg area which is due for completion late 2007 / early 2008

It is expected that the work to make this facility available should be complete by the end of the April 2008.”
Mr P. DeRoe, Senior Architect and Mr H. Hogan Senior Executive Officer spoke on the report.
Following a contribution from Councillor M. Corr, Mr P. DeRoe, Senior Architect responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED.
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T/783/07
THE COMMUNITY FACILITY ON DEERPARK ROAD
It was proposed by Councillor C. King , seconded by Councillor C. Jones:
"That this Committee calls on the Manager to arrange for the handover of the Community Facility on Deerpark Road to Circle VHA on behalf of Kiltipper Management Company with immediate effect, with a view to the Community being able to avail of this facility as it has been lying vacant for almost three years and is attracting anti-social elements to the area".

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“Ownership of the Creche / Community facility at Deerpark has not yet passed to the Council but the required legal procedures are at an advanced stage. Following transfer of ownership to the Council the necessary arrangements for the management of the facility by Circle Voluntary Housing Association will be put in place.
It was AGREED to take Motion 4 in conjunction with this report: 
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:
This Committee demands the immediate opening of the community facility on Deerpark Road.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“Ownership of the Creche / Community facility at Deerpark has not yet passed to the Council but the required legal procedures are at an advanced stage. Following transfer of ownership to the Council the necessary arrangements for the management of the facility by Circle Voluntary Housing Association will be put in place.”
Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King, C. Jones and J. Hannon contributed Mr H. Hogan Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised. The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a headed item would issue to next months meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Housing Business.
Bottom of Form
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T/784/07
THE OPEN SPACE BETWEEN DEERPARK LODGE AND CUSHLAWN
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. King:
“That the manager arrange a site visit with the Tallaght South Councillors at the location of the open space between Deerpark Lodge and Cushlawn as a matter of urgency as it is necessary to secure this location against the persistent Anti-Social Behaviour residents have to endure emanating from this site.”

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“The Council has received some reports of Anti -Social Behaviour at the area between Cushlawn and Deerpark of youths gathering and throwing stones in the locality.The Allocations Support Team have investigated these complaints to try and eliminate this behaviour. Unfortunately the Council have not received sufficient information that would lead the Council to identify the perpetrators. If the Councillor, or any local residents, has any further information on who is causing the problems, they should notify the Estate management Officer for the area, in confidence. 

A solution to the problems identified at the sloping area is currently being examined by Housing Department, Parks Department and Architectural Sevices Department. It is proposed that works involving retaining wall, tree-planting, hedge planting, would be carried out. 

Prior to this work being undertaken consultation with local residents will be carried out through the local Estate Officer. 

If the Councillors wish to meet on site it will be arranged.”

Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Corr, C. Jones and C. King contributed Mr H. Hogan Senior Executive Office r responded to queries raised. The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a site meeting be organized prior to next months meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Housing business.
T/785/07
REFURBISHMENT PROGRAMME IN THE JOBSTOWN AREA
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. King:
“That the Manager undertakes a significant review of all estates in the Jobstown area with a view to providing a significant refurbishment programme along the lines of regeneration programmes undertaken elsewhere in the city.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“In 2004, South Dublin County Council stated its commitment to achieving a common quality standard in its rented housing stock by 2012. This is being achieved through a number of programmes as follows:

· electrical upgrading, 

· installation of gas fired central heating, 

· replacement of obsolete gas fired central heating systems 

· wall and attic insulation, 

· installation of mains smoke alarms 

· window replacement. 

The Jobstown area comprises the following estates: Kiltalown Estate, Rathmintin Estate , (constructed in 1984 and 1986 respectively) Bawnlea Estate, Cloonmore Estate, Kilclare Estate and Dromcarra Estate. (constructed in 1980)

Cloonmore, Bawlea, Dromcarra and Kilclare estates have benefitted from the installation of gas fired central heating. In addition, between 1999 and 2000, an Energy Upgrade Programme was carried out in these estates. The programme included the installation of draught proofing, provision of lagging jackets and the insulation of attics. 

In 2006, the Department of Government and Local Government sanctioned €5m to carry out a Windows Upgrade Programme, and the following estates have been included for in the initial pilot programme: Kilcarrig Estate, Killinarden and Drumcairn Estate. This pilot programme is expected to be completed by the first quarter of 2008. These estates were selected following a survey carried out by Architectural Services Department. All these estates selected in the pilot programme have regular window size openings and standard reveal, cill and window section details across the estates. They also lend themselves to standard documentation , specification and installation. These estates have also benefitted from the Council's Cavity Wall and Attic Insulation Programme which ensures maximum energy efficiency under the window programme. 

The Architectural Services Department has indicated that based on the numbers of dwellings requiring double glazed units and the scope of works involved, the window upgrade programme,is likely to be phased over the six year period 2007-2012. 

All Council estates including Kilclare, Bawnlea, Dromcarra, Kiltalown, Rathminton and Cloonmore Estate will be included in this programme within the six year period identified. However, until the pilot programme has been completed and a full technical appraisal undertaken, the subsequent phases of the programme cannot be identified. “
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Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Corr, J. Hannon and C. King contributed the report was NOTED.
PARKS  BUSINESS

T/786/07
QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 13 - 19, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/787/07
GRAFFITI IN AND AROUND THE JOBSTOWN PLAYGROUND
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

"To ask the Manager to remove without any further delay the graffiti that has been evident in and around the Jobstown playground for many weeks now, to outline how he will ensure a speedier response to this problem if it occurs going forward and to investigate the possibility of providing a mural in the playground designed and worked by local children and young people?"

REPLY:
The Parks Department is currently arranging the removal of the graffiti using cleaning materials specifically developed for graffiti removal and it is hoped to have the problem resolved shortly. The possibility of providing a mural in the playground with the involvement of local children and young people will also be investigated.
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T/788/07
THE RESTORATION/RE-BUILDING OF KILLINNINY TOWER
QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon

"To ask the Manager to confirm when it is proposed to commence the restoration/re-building of Killinniny Tower, given that this work has been promised for many years and that funding has been committed in the Parks Works Programme in 2007 and in previous years but no substantive works have been carried out?"

REPLY:
A Conservation Architect and a Conservation Engineer were engaged by the Council to assess the Kilininny Tower site and advise on the most appropriate methodology for undertaking the proposed restoration process. The reports and recommendations of both consultants have been reviewed to determine how best to advance the process.

It has emerged that the restoration of the Killininny Tower is a complex undertaking requiring specialist expertise. This factor has particularly given rise to the delay in advancing the restoration project. It is also envisaged that the project will involve considerable cost for which substantial funding will need to be identified. The nature of the recommended restoration works requires in the first instance experience in the stabilisation of unstable structures as well as skills in conservation construction and restoration techniques in order to achieve an authentic restoration of the structure. In this context, the consultant Conservation Architect, who is experienced in dealing with conservation projects of this complex nature, has been requested by the Parks & Landscape Services Department to prepare a detailed tender specification and documentation to enable the Council to seek by public tender a contractor with the necessary skills and expertise to undertake the project. It is planned to initiate the tendering process as soon as possible, the outcome of which will be reported back to a future meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee.

With regard to works undertaken on the Killininny Tower site in the current year, a recent assessment of the condition of the site by the Dangerous Buildings section of the Council identified the structure as unsafe and in need of urgent remedial action. Signs had previously been placed around the site indicating that it is dangerous and it has been surrounded by a steel palisade fence for a number of years. In the interest of public safety and by agreement with the Council's Conservation Officer the Parks & Landscape Services Department arranged on October 9th last for the removal of an unstable section of the tower which was identified as being particularly unsafe and liable to collapse. Only the unstable section of the tower was removed and the materials will be salvaged for the proposed rebuilding of the tower as part of the overall planned conservation works. 

Arrangements are also being made to install new security fencing around the boundary of the site in the interest of public safety and to create a safe work zone for the proposed future restoration work. This new fencing will be positioned outside and set back from the current fence line. It is planned to have the new fencing installed within a matter of weeks.
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T/789/07
ANTISOCIAL BEHAVIOUR IN BALLYCRAGH PARK
QUESTION: Councillor C. Jones

"To ask the manager to keep the bushes (in Ballycragh park beside the water, immediately behind Parklands Court) cut back in order to curb the antisocial behaviour in the vicinity and will he make a statement on the matter?"

REPLY:
The shrubbery in along the stream in Ballycragh Park will be cut back as part of the Arboricultural Programme which will be ongoing from November 2007 to March 2008.
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T/790/07
THE GRASS VERGES ON AIRTON ROAD
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

" To ask the Manager to have arranged the on-going maintenance of the grass verges on Airton Road which are in an untidy and unkept condition?." 

REPLY:
The Parks Department will discuss this matter with the Roads Department to ascertain what resources are necessary for the maintenance of this road which has not previously been on the schedule of road margins maintained by this Department.
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T/791/07
OVERGROWN CONDITION OF THE TREES AND SHRUBS AT WOODLAWN PARK DRIVE/ AVENUE,
QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren

“To ask the Manager to set out his plans, if any, in respect of the existing area which adjoins the pedestrian footpath between Woodlawn Park Drive, and Woodlawn Park Avenue, and given the express local concern in respect of the overgrown condition of the trees and shrubs in this area, if the Manager would put in place a project to improve the area by way of specific works in the context of the Parks Works Programme, and if he will make a statement on the matter.”

REPLY:
There are no plans at present to undertake development works along the pedestrian footpath between Woodlawn Park Drive and Woodlawn Park Avenue. The matter of a general tidy up of the area can be addressed through the routine programme of maintenance works undertaken by the Parks Department. However, the Residents Association for the area can contact the Parks Department if they wish to discuss any proposals or suggestions they may have for improvement of this pedestrian link.
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T/792/07
CLEAN UP OPEN SPACE IN BANCROFT PARK
QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren

“To ask the Manager to confirm that the area of public open space in Bancroft Park, adjacent to the Greenhills Road, have now been cleaned up and restored following the endless incursions on this land by a local developer, who was building nearby apartments, if the Manager recognises the extreme concern felt in the local community in connection with this ongoing building work, and if he will make a statement on the matter?”

REPLY:
The Parks Department has recently met with the developer responsible for the service installations in the area of public open space at Bancroft Park to discuss the reinstatement of the area. A snag list of works to be undertaken by the developer has been agreed to restore the open space to its original condition and the developer is to engage a landscape contractor to undertake the reinstatement works under the supervision and to the satisfaction of the Parks Department.
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T/793/07
IMPROVEMNET WORKS AT THE ENTRANCE TO DODDER VALLEY PARK
QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren

“To ask the Manager if he could set out exactly what works now need to take place at the entrance to Dodder Valley Park, off the new Firhouse Road, as a means of bringing the area up to a standard that was agreed with residents before the new Firhouse Road was established at this location, the exact timetable involved for these works, and if he will make a statement on the matter?”

REPLY:
The development of the new Dodder Valley parklands at Firhouse is an ongoing project. Works completed to date include substantial earthworks to regrade the site, construction of a network of pedestrian pathways within the new parkland area and linking downstream to Firhouse Weir, construction of a viewing mound and landscaping of part of the site into grass and wildflower meadow areas. The landscaping of the remainder of the site was deferred until completion of the Firhouse Road Improvement Scheme due to realignment of the park boundary with the Firhouse Road. It is planned to complete the landscaping of the site into grass during 2008 following completion of the road scheme.

With regard to the treatment of the entrance to the park off the Firhouse Road at this location, a new boundary wall and railing incorporating a formal vehicular and pedestrian entrance to the newly developed parklands is being provided as part of the ongoing Firhouse Road Improvement Scheme. The contractor for the road scheme has been temporarily facilitated with a compound area within the parklands for the duration of the project. On completion of the road scheme and vacation of the compound site, a new car park to serve the new parklands will be constructed on the site of the current works compound.
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T/794/07
NEW WORKS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/795/07
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/796/07
EXTENDING THE DODDER LINEAR PARK
It was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon, seconded by Councillor C. Jones:
“That this Committee ensure the objective of extending the Dodder Linear Park from Oldbawn Bridge west to Bohernabreena be realised and that an action plan be urgently drawn up to implement this objective.”
 The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“It is an objective of the Council to extend the Dodder Valley Linear Park upstream from Oldbawn towards Bohernabreena. The achievement of this objective is dependant on possible land acquisition and future planning proposals in the area. At present, the Council owns isolated pockets of land in the Kiltipper and Friarstown areas which require linkage along the river. It is the council's intention to pursue continuity of access along the River Dodder to link the lands at Oldbawn with those at Kiltipper and Friarstown as opportunities arise through the planning process. The objective will be discussed at interdepartmental level to see what, if any, are the possible ways in which the process could be fast tracked.”
Following a discussion to which Councillors J. Hannon, C. Jones and C. King contributed Ms M. Keenan Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised. The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that an updated report would issue at a future meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Parks business.
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T/797/07
PROMISED WORKS FOR KILLINNINY TOWER
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:
“This Committee calls for an explanation as to why the promised works for Killinniny Tower have not progressed.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“A Conservation Architect and a Conservation Engineer were engaged by the Council to assess the Kilininny Tower site and advise on the most appropriate methodology for undertaking the proposed restoration process. The reports and recommendations of both consultants have been reviewed to determine how best to advance the process. It has emerged that the restoration of the Killininny Tower is a complex undertaking requiring specialist expertise. This factor has particularly given rise to the delay in advancing the restoration project. It is also envisaged that the project will involve considerable cost for which substantial funding will need to be identified. 

The nature of the recommended restoration works requires in the first instance experience in the stabilisation of unstable structures as well as skills in conservation construction and restoration techniques in order to achieve an authentic restoration of the structure. In this context, the consultant Conservation Architect, who is experienced in dealing with conservation projects of this complex nature, has been requested by the Parks & Landscape Services Department to prepare a detailed tender specification and documentation to enable the Council to seek by public tender a contractor with the necessary skills and expertise to undertake the project. It is planned to initiate the tendering process as soon as possible, the outcome of which will be reported back to a future meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee.

With regard to works undertaken on the Killininny Tower site in the current year, a recent assessment of the condition of the site by the Dangerous Buildings section of the Council identified the structure as unsafe and in need of urgent remedial action. Signs had previously been placed around the site indicating that it is dangerous and it has been surrounded by a steel palisade fence for a number of years. In the interest of public safety and by agreement with the Council's Conservation Officer the Parks & Landscape Services Department arranged on October 9th last for the removal of an unstable section of the tower which was identified as being particularly unsafe and liable to collapse. Only the unstable section of the tower was removed and the materials will be salvaged for the proposed rebuilding of the tower as part of the overall planned conservation works. 

Arrangements are also being made to install new security fencing around the boundary of the site in the interest of public safety and to create a safe work zone for the proposed future restoration work. This new fencing will be positioned outside and set back from the current fence line. It is planned to have the new fencing installed within a matter of weeks.”
Following a discussion to which Councillors C. Jones, J. Hannon, and C. King contributed Ms M. Keenan Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED.
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T/798/07
PLAYGROUND IN TYMON PARK


The following motion on the name of Councillor E. Maloney was NOT MOVED:

“That this committee supports the upgrading of the children's playground in the Tallaght end of Tymon Park.”
COMMUNITY  BUSINESS

T/799/07
QUESTIONS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/800/07
Application for Grants

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Applications for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the ogranisations listed below. Payment of these grants to these organisations, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application
	Amount

	GF 1645
	Scoil Rince Ní Aogain
	Running Costs
	08/10/07
	€200

	GF 1647
	Rathcoole Community Council
	Employment Grant for New or Existing Community Centre
	18/10/07
	€30,000

	GF 1633
	Kilnamanagh Family Recreation Centre Ltd.,
	Employment Grant for New or Existing Community Centre
	13/09/07
	€30,000


	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application
	Amount

	GF 1634
	Kilnamanagh Family Recreation Centre Ltd.,
	Upgrading of Existing Community Centre
	13/09/07
	€15,000

	GF 1657
	Tallaght Community Council
	Community Activity Including Sport Activity
	30/10/07
	€500

	
	
	
	
	


A Contribution is being made to the following group:

	Ref:
	Group
	Type of Application 
	Date of Application
	Amount 

	
	Tallaght Community Council
	Contribution towards the hosting of Tallaght Person of the Year Award
	30/10/07
	€1,500


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)
Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application
	Amount

	605
	Tallaght Travellers Women’s Group
	Arts Grant – production of short film on travellers culture
	3/10/07
	€600
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Mr B. Coman , Senior Executive Engineer, summarised the report.

Following a discussion to which Councillors J. Neville and C. King contributed, Mr B. Coman , Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr , seconded by Councillor K. Warren and RESOLVED:


“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report”.
T/801/07
LIBRARY/ NEW EVENTS


The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:





November 2007

	Branch 
	Event
	Date

	Castletymon
	
	

	Exhibitions
	. Oidhreacht 2007

- an exhibition of the  prize -winning entries  from South Dublin Libraries’ photographic competition.
	November

	
	******
	

	
	******
	

	
	******
	

	Adult Activities
	English for Foreign Nationals
	Mondays at 10am

All Welcome

	
	Beginners Irish Conversation Class
	Tuesdays 10am

	
	Book Club
	Last Tuesday of the Month at 11am

Tuesday 27th November

All Welcome

	
	Computer Class

Booking Necessary.
	Wednesdays 

10am – 12pm

Booking Necessary


	Adults

Activities
	Spanish Conversation Group

	Fridays at 10am.

All Welcome.

	
	******
	

	Children’s Activities
	Story time for 3-6 year olkds
	Wednesdays at 3pm

All Welcome

	
	Arts & Crafts with Elaine

Booking Necessary
	Thursdays at 3.30pm

	
	******
	

	School & Creche Visits
	Tour of Library
	Thursday Morning

Booking necessary

	
	******
	

	Science Week 2007
	Dale Treadwell - Life in the Undergrowth

Australian Dale Treadwell shares his knowledge of creepy crawlies and other weird little creatures from all over the world! Previously seen on RTE’s The Den.
	Tuesday 13th November 11.45am 

Class visit



	
	Crime Scene Investigation 

Learn about chromatography and acid/base          testing - use these skills to solve a crime!

Ages 9-12 
	Tuesday 13th November 3.30pm 

Booking Essential 



	
	Animal Magic

Animal Magic return with their collection of animals! 
	Thursday 15th November 3.30pm 

Booking Essential

	
	******
	

	Children’s 

Activities
	Story time for 3-6 year olds


	Wednesdays at 3pm

All Welcome.

	
	Arts and Crafts with Elaine

Booking Necessary
	Thursdays at 3.30pm


Castletymon Library

Castletymon Shopping Centre

Tallaght

Dublin 24

Phone: 4524888

Email: castletymon@sdublincoco.ie
www.southdublinlibraries.ie
County Library Tallaght

(Limited Service due to refurbishment)

	Branch
	Event
	Date

	County Library Tallaght
	
	

	Science Week 2007
	Anyone 4 Science Interactive Workshop – The Mystery of flight
	Tuesday 13th November

12.30pm (school visit) & Thursday 15th November 10.30am (school visit)

	
	Animal Magic Interactive Roadshow
	Thursday 15th Nov

12.30pm (school visit)


County Library, Tallaght

Phone: 4620074
Mobile Library Service

	Branch
	Event
	Date

	Mobile Library Service
	
	

	Science Week 2007
	Animal Magic Interactive Roadshow
	Friday 16th November 10am


 Mobile Library Service

Phone: 4597834


Mr Ian Stobbart, A/County Librarian summarized the report.
The report was NOTED.

T/802/07
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/803/07
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/804/07
PROPOSED CCTV SYSTEM FOR THE TALLAGHT AREA
The following motion on the name of Councillor E. Maloney was NOT MOVED:

That this committee requests immediate action by the Department of Justice for the provision of the proposed CCTV system for the Tallaght area.

The Meeting concluded at 5.26 p.m.
Siniú:
______________________

Dáta:
________________

An Cathaoirleach







