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COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

TERENURE RATHFARNHAM AREA

COMMITTEE MEETING (1)

Minutes of Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting (1), (dealing with   Roads, Planning, Development and Corporate Services business) held on 2nd October 2007.

	 PRESENT     

	

	   Councillors   

	            M. Árdagh

	  C. Keane

	S. Laing      

	T. McDermott

	 E. Walsh


An apology was received from Councillor J. Lahart
An Cathaoirleach, Councillor S. Laing presided.

OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Senior Executive Officer
	T. Curtin, J. Browne

	Senior Engineer
	D. Ryan,T. O’Grady, 

	Senior Planner
	C. Ryan

	Administrative Officers
	 M. Hunt

	Senior Executive Engineer
	S, Daly M. Glynn, A O’Mullane

	Senior Executive Planner
	J. Johnson

	Senior Staff Officer
	N. Fitzgibbon

	Clerical Officer
	A. Shaw


TR/648/07  CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

HEADED ITEM (1) 

Minutes of meeting of Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (1) dealing with   Corporate Services, Roads, Planning and Development held on 4th September 2007, which had been circulated were submitted, APPROVED as a true record and signed.

It was proposed by Councillor S. Laing, seconded by Councillor M. Ardagh and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Terenure/ Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting (1) held on 4th September 2007 be
ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
ROADS
TR/649/ QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor S. Laing, seconded by Councillor T. McDermott     and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Question’s numbered 1-8 inclusive be 

ADOPTED and APPROVED 
TR/650/07 DANGEROUS LIP ON FOOTPATH
QUESTION (1):  Councillor M. Ardagh  


Item ID: 10914 

"To ask the Manager to examine the lip on the footpath (details provided) caused by the roots of the tree and carry out whatever remedial work is necessary to remove the lip which is a danger to pedestrians?"

REPLY:
The site in question has been inspected. Road maintenance depot staff have been requested to carry out the necessary repairs.

TR/651/07 SURVEY OF ROADS AND FOOTPATHS IN MOYVILLE LAWN 
QUESTION (2): Councillor M. Ardagh 


 Item ID: 10926 

"To ask the Manager to carry out a survey of the roads and footpaths on Moyville Lawn and carry out whatever remedial work is necessary in this small cul-de-sac?"

REPLY:
The area will be included in the countywide footpath survey and necessary repairs will be included in the maintenance programme. The entrance to the estate including road and footpath areas will be upgraded as part of the Green Route scheme currently underway.

TR/652/07 PARKING IN PEARSE BR. AND PALMER PARK
QUESTION (3): Councillor C. Keane 
 Item ID: 12110 

"To ask the Manager for an update on the proposals to provide parking facilities for residents of Pearse Br. and Palmer Park and to provide a copy of current drawings?"
REPLY:
The original proposals for the provision of parking facilities for Palmer Park and Pearse Bros Park were presented in 2006. This provided for a number of parking locations including a parking lot for 34 cars in Pearse Bros. Park. This proposal was rejected by the residents.

In 2007 an alternative scheme was drawn up based on drawings submitted by the resident's assocation. The proposed scheme was altered subsequent to further meetings with the assocation. On May 29th 2007 a final layout was agreed upon. Drawings were then finalised by Roads staff. Funding was requested and quotations were sought from contractors. The finalised drawings were forwarded to the spokesperson of the residents association.

A contractor was appointed and commenced works on site in September 2007. A copy of the final agreed drawings is attached. A meeting will be arranged with the residents for the coming week.

Link: - Palmer Park Drawing
Link: - Pearse Brothers Park Drawing
TR/653/07   RELOCATE NTL BOX 14-15 LANDSOWNE PARK
QUESTION (4): Councillor J. Lahart 



 Item ID: 11812 

"To ask the Council to take steps, in conjuncion with NTL to relocate the NTL box adjacent to 14 and 15 Lansdowne Park which is a gathering point for serious anti-social behaviour, caused exclusively by the presence of the NTL Box?"
REPLY:
The area in question is beside the green open space which runs adjacent to the Lansdowne, Cremorne and Coolamber estates and tends to be frequented by youths. This area forms the site for the future re-aligned Knocklyon Road scheme proposed by the Council, which will include new boundary walls, footpaths and cycletracks. On completion of the scheme, the current open space will no longer serve as a gathering point.

TR/654/07 TEMPORARY BUS STOPS
QUESTION (5): Councillor J. Lahart 



 Item ID: 12092 

"To ask the Manager to update the committee on the temporary bus stop arrangements at Marian road, Ballyroan Road and Stocking Lane since new route have been introduced and as to how long these temporary stops will be in use?"
REPLY:
Dublin Bus have informed the Council of the following :

a) Stops on Marian & Ballyroan Roads are permanent to facilitate the re-routing of the 15B service.

b) Existing stops on Stocking Lane are permanent for the new 74A service and additional permanent stops are currently being installed at the request of the residents of Prospect Manor.

TR/655/07 SINAGE IN GREENHILLS ESTATE
QUESTION (6): Councillor S. Laing 



 Item ID: 9680 

"To ask the Manager to provide increased sinage in Greenhills Estate which was requested sometime ago?"
REPLY:
Signage adequacy in Greenhills Estate will be addressed as part of Phase 3 Countywide Signage Strategy which is scheduled to commence in 2008.

TR/656/07  RESURFACING LANEWAYS IN WALKINSTOWN
QUESTION (7): Councillor S. Laing



  Item ID: 11285 

"To ask the Manager to carry out resurfacing in the following laneways in the Cherryfield Ave.-Road and Beechfield-Cromwelsfort Road?"
REPLY:
Funding has not been included in the 2007 budget for resurfacing the laneways in question. However the Council's maintenance section will undertake to clear the weed growth and carry out surface repairs. The laneways will be included in the 2008 request for funding.

TR/657/07 DRAINAGE OF RAINWATER ON FAIRWAYS RD
QUESTION (8): Councillor S. Laing 
 Item ID: 12136



  
"To ask the Manager to examine the drainage of rainwater from part of Fairways road, which connects Butterfield Avenue with Springfield-Dodder Park Road?"
REPLY:
The Roads Deptartment are not aware of any complaints in relation to surface water drainage on the Fairways Road. However maintenance section have now been requested to carry out an inspection of all gullies in the area. Repairs will then be carried out where necessary.

TR/658/07  Proposed Declaration of Roads to be Public Roads 
HEADED ITEM (2)






Item ID: 11624
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading
TR/659/07 Proposed extinguishment of public right of way at rear of 1-14 Limekiln Green, Dublin 12   
HEADED ITEM (3)






Item ID: 12126
PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY AT THE REAR OF 1-14 LIMEKILN GREEN, WALKINSTOWN, DUBLIN 12

MAP REF: RE 0620

The following report was considered at the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting on 5th December, 2006.

“An application has been received from Development Department and the residents of 11 Limekiln Green and 61 Limekiln Avenue to formally extinguish the public right-of-way at the rear of 1-14 Limekiln Green, Walkinstown, due to antisocial behaviour and to affect the closure by means of incorporation into their gardens.” 

Following consideration of the report, it was agreed to initiate the procedure.

The proposal to extinguish the public right-of-way was advertised in the Echo on Thursday, 21st September, 2006 and signs were erected on site in accordance with Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993.  The latest date for receipt of objections, representations and requests for an oral hearing was 6th November, 2006.

The following is a breakdown of the submissions received in response to the public advertisement/notice:-

In favour  5

Objections 16

Requests for Oral Hearing 16

The Committee granted the request for an Oral Hearing at its meeting held on 5th December, 2006.

Mr. Joe O’Gorman (former Planning Inspector) was appointed to conduct the Oral Hearing in respect of the proposed extinguishment and the said Oral Hearing took place on the 14th March 2007. The following is Mr. O’Gorman’s report for consideration.

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT

SUBJECT DEVELOPMENT:
Proposed extinguishment of public right of way at 1-14 Limekiln Green, Walkinstown, Dublin 12.

LOCAL AUTHORITY:
South Dublin County Council


County Hall


Town Centre


Tallaght, Dublin 24

TYPE OF APPEAL:
Oral Hearing under Section 73(1) Roads Traffic Act, 1993 to consider the extinguishment of public right of way at 1-14 Limekiln Green

SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED:
Submissions were received from residents of Limekiln Green and Limekiln Avenue, Walkinstown, Dublin 12

DATE OF SITE INSPECTION:
10th March, 2007

DATE OF ORAL HEARING:
14th March, 2007

1.0 Introduction:

1.1
I visited the above site on the 10th March, 2007 and photographs taken on that day are placed on file.

2.0 Site Location and Description:

2.1
The subject right of way laneway is located between the development of Limekiln Green and Limekiln Avenue, a well established residential area.

2.2
The laneway approx. 1.3 metres wide is partially closed with 2 metre high concrete block walls on the eastern and western ends.  A pedestrian access from Limekiln Green is also closed off with steel locked gates.

3.0 Proposed Development

3.1
The proposal is to close only portion of the laneway to the rear of 1-14 Limekiln Green.  The proposal to extinguish the public right of way was advertised in The Echo on Thursday, 21st September, 2006 and signs were erected on site in accordance with Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993.  The latest date for receipt of objections, representations and requests for an Oral Hearing was 6th November, 2006.  There was a total of twenty one submissions made, sixteen against and five in favour of closing the rear laneway.  The majority are in favour of retaining the right of way.

4.0 Observers:

4.1
Sixteen residents of Limekiln Green are against the extinguishment of the right of way and cite the following reasons in support of their claim:-

· The rear access to their terraced houses is used on a daily basis.

· Closure would result in great inconvenience.

· No anti-social behaviour as alleged.

· Only access for waste bins through rear gardens.

· Laneway used on a daily basis for 24 years.

4.2 The five residents of Limekiln Avenue in favour of the closure cite the following reasons:-

· This rear access laneway was partially closed 18-20 years ago with the knowledge of County Council (1986-1990).

· Since closure anti-social and criminal activity ceased.

· Extensions built onto/over in existence for 15 years.

· Laneway closed 18-20 years.

4.3 It is clear from the direct evidence of both parties that there is a serious conflict of fact which I am not in a position to comment on.  I have endeavoured to obtain any relevant documents in the possession of South Dublin County Council that the Council agreed to the partial closure as alleged.

It was further alleged in direct evidence to the Hearing that a structure to the rear of 55 Limekiln Avenue was only constructed five years ago.  However, on file I note an internal memo from Planning Enforcement Department dated 17th January, 2007 which clearly states that “I have an aerial photograph from 1997 showing clearly that the shed at the rear of 55 Limekiln Avenue was erected at that time”.  It was further noted that “There is some evidence of a structure in the laneway to the rear of No. 59 Limekiln Avenue”.  In direct evidence to the Hearing it was alleged that this shed was built approx 1½ years ago (June 2005), which contradicts the above.

5.0 Assessment:

I consider the main issues to be:-

· History of Site

· Impact of closure on residents

· Impact of residential amenities.

· Other matters

5.1
History of Site:

5.2
In written evidence to the Hearing on 14th March, 2007 it was stated by one objector that his house was purchased over 30 years ago with rear access to the property.  A second resident confirmed that the laneway has been used by him on a daily basis for the past 24 years.

6.0 Impact of Closure on Residents:

6.1
From direct evidence given at the Hearing, it was clear that the closure of the right of way would impact most on the residents of Limekiln Green.  They are anxious to retain the right of way so as to maintain rear access to their dwellings and for the storage of waste bins, motor bikes and bicycles etc.

6.2
In direct evidence to the Hearing the residents of Limekiln Avenue claimed the restricted use of the laneway had eliminated anti-social behaviour and criminal activities and that the sheds built by some of these residents onto the laneway were securing their property.

7.0 Impact on Residential Amenities:

7.1
There is a clear contrast as to how the closure of this right of way impacts on the residents of Limekiln Green and Limekiln Avenue.  In the case of the Limekiln Green residents, they would see the closure as being detrimental to their residential amenity due to the elimination of their rear access.  The residents of Limekiln Avenue would see the closure as protection for them and securing their residential amenity.

8.0 Other Matters:

8.1
I wish to refer briefly to the construction of sheds onto the public right of way.  There is serious divergence of fact on this matter as previously referred to above.  However, it has been factually established by the Planning Enforcement Section letter dated 17th January, 2007, that in 1997 there was clear evidence that sheds existed to the rear of No’s 55 and 59 Limekiln Avenue.

9.0 Recommendation:

9.1 I have had regard to the location of the right of way, and its effect on the residential amenity of Limekiln Avenue and Limekiln Green.  However, after having taken oral evidence at the Hearing, read the submissions handed in, the previous history, visited the site and had regard to all other matters, I conclude that the extinguishment of the public right of way would further protect the residential amenity of the residents using the laneway and would be in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.

I am of the opinion that the extinguishment of the public right of way would not interfere with or inhibit its use, which should be a restricted key access to residents whose properties immediately adjoin the laneway.



Signed: ______________________




JOE GORMAN




CHAIRPERSON




29th May, 2007

Bord Gais, Eircom and NTL have stated that they have no objections to the proposed extinguishment.

ESB has no objections to the proposed extinguishment but they require contact be made with them in advance of any works taking place.

Public Lighting Section has no objection to the proposed extinguishment, however, it would necessitate the disconnection and removal of 2 No. Public Lighting columns and associated cabling.

Water & Drainage Sections have no objections to the proposed extinguishment.

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way and the granting of an oral hearing is a reserved function of the Council.

Any recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the attention of the Council.”
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Mr. T. O’Grady, Senior Engineer presented the report.   Following contributions from Councillors E. Walsh, C. Keane, T. McDermott, M. Ardagh and S. Laing, Mr. T. O’Grady responded to queries raised and it was AGREED to defer consideration of this report to the November meeting of this Committee.
TR/660/07 Proposed extinguishment of public right of way     
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
HEADED ITEM (4) 





Item ID: 12127
PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY AT REAR OF 
99 – 103 LIMEKILN ROAD, WALKINSTOWN, DUBLIN 12.
MAP REF: RE 0701

The following report was considered at the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting on Tuesday 1st May, 2007.

“An application has been received from Development Department and the residents of 99 – 103  Limekiln Road to formally extinguish the public right-of-way at the rear of 99  - 103 Limekiln Road, Walkinstown, to affect the closure by means of incorporation into the garden of 99 Limekiln Road and access to be maintained to 101 and 103 Limekiln Road by means of a gate.” 

Following consideration of the report, it was agreed to initiate the procedure.

The proposal to extinguish the public right-of-way was advertised in the Echo on Wednesday 16th May 2007 and signs were erected on site in accordance with Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993. the latest date for receipt of objection, representations and requests for an oral hearing was Friday 29th June, 2007.

No submissions were received in response to the public advertisement/notice.

Bord Gais, Eircom, NTL have stated that they have no objection to the proposed extinguishment.

ESB has no objections to the proposed extinguishment but they require contact be made with them in advance of any works taking place.

Public Lighting and Water and Drainage Sections have no objections to the proposed extinguishment.

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way and the granting of an oral hearing is a reserved function of the Council.

Any recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the attention of the Council.” 
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It was proposed by Councillor E. Walsh, seconded by Councillor C. Keane and AGREED: 
"That this Committee recommends to the Council that the public right of way at rear of 99 – 103 Limekiln road, Walkinstown, Dublin 12 as shown coloured red on  Map Ref: RE  0701 be extinquished.”
TR/661/07  Part 8 Report  Greenhills Road QBC                          

HEADED ITEM (5)






 Item ID: 12124
                                            Greenhills Road QBC
1. Introduction

“Part VIII of the Local Government Planning and Development Regulations 2001 outlines the requirements in respect of certain classes of Local Authority Developments.  These regulations apply to the proposed Greenhills Road Quality Bus Corridor.

The Quality Bus Corridor scheme will consist of the following:

· Changing road markings to omit the central hatching in the existing design and provide a 3.25 m wide bus lane in both directions.

· Reduce the traffic lane width from 4.5 m to 3.25 m.

· The bus lanes are to be operational for 24 hours, Monday to Sunday.

· The provision of approximately 1955 m of bus lane in the north-eastbound direction (to city centre) and 2170 m of bus lane in the south-westbound direction (to Tallaght). 

· No changes in the total width of the carriageway or cycle tracks.

· No changes to any of the junction design. 

The intention of the scheme is to:

· Ensure a quick and reliable bus service capable of providing consistent journey times. Hence, improving on bus journey times.

· Make better use of the available road space.

· Establish a high profile identity for bus services using the corridor.

· Link Tallaght town centre to the city centre and to join the South Clondalkin QBC at the Walkinstown Road/Long Mile Road junction.

The overall impacts of proposal are: 

· The provision of improved facilities for buses. 

· There will be significant time-savings for a large number of bus passengers.

· There will be no significant impact on journey times for general traffic or reduction in capacity.

· There will be no impact on cycle facilities.

2. Public Consultation Process

The proposal was advertised in the Irish Independent and The Echo in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 and was on public display from Tuesday 15th May 2007 to Wednesday 13th June 2007 at:

· South Dublin County Council Offices, County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

· County Hall Library, County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

Any person wishing to make a submission or observations with respect to the proposed development, dealing with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area in which the development would be situated was invited to do so. The latest date for the receipt of submissions was before 4:30 pm on Wednesday 27th June 2007.

3. Written Submissions

7 submissions were received as follows:

1. P. Keogh, 80 St. James Road, Greenhills, Dublin 12. 

2. Abacus Systems, 2-3 Mulcahy Keane Industrial Estate, Greenhills Road, Dublin 12.

3. Mairead and John Davis, 15 Keadeen Avenue, Green Park, Walkinstown, Dublin 12. 

4. Gloria Rooney, 5 Killakee Drive, Green Park, Greenhills.

5. Sean Cooke, 19 Birchview Lawns, Kilnamanagh, Tallght, Dublin 24.

6. Tallaght Community Council, 32 New Bawn Park, Old Bawn, Tallght, Dublin 24.

7. Michael O’Reilly, 6 Lugnaquilla Avenue, Greenhills, Dublin 12 (4 submissions).

Report on Submissions

1. P. Keogh

Keogh is happy with the introduction of bus lanes on Greenhills Road as this will improve bus service. He also enquired if Greenhills residents will have a shuttle bus to the LUAS station.

Response:

The bus lanes are being provided as part of the Quality Bus Network, which is a strategic plan developed by the DTO as part of A Platform for Change 2000-2016.

It is envisaged that with the introduction of bus lanes on this route and the large amount of development in the area, both ongoing and planned, Dublin Bus will provide more buses in order to improve the service.

Whilst it is not planned to introduce a dedicated shuttle bus to the LUAS, the introduction of the bus lanes for the existing bus services on Greenhills Road, which provide a link to the LUAS at The Square, will greatly benefit.

It should also be noted that with the introduction of the proposed bus lanes, there would be largely continuous quality bus priority measures linking the Greenhills area with Dublin City Centre via the recently opened South Clondalkin QBC.
2. Abacus Systems

Abacus Systems had no comment on the proposal.
3. Mairead and John Davis

The Davis’s raised concerns regarding changes to the existing bus services following implementation of the scheme, and whether residents of “Green Park Estate” will have adequate access to bus services. 

Response:

The realignment scheme has been approved by the elected representatives as part of a previous Part 8 process. However, as part of the detailed design of the scheme, consultation will take place between the consultants employed by South Dublin County Council and Dublin Bus, to ensure the maximum possible pedestrian access to the realigned bus routes.
4. Ms Gloria Rooney

Ms Rooney doesn’t see how a bus lane can fit on Greenhills Road as she normally cycles along Greenhills and is forced to cycle on the footpath. She also raised concerns about passengers smoking on buses. 

Response: 

The proposed QBC is part of the realignment scheme that was approved during a previous Part 8 public consultation process. This scheme consists of a 12.5 m wide carriageway with two 4.5 m wide traffic lanes and 3.5m of central hatching. The scheme will also include 1.5 m wide off road cycle tracks and a 1.8 m wide footpath. The Quality Bus Network Project Office (QBNPO) is proposing to change the design of the road markings to omit the central hatching. The carriageway cross section will therefore comprise of a 3.25m bus lane in each direction and  a 3.25 m wide traffic lane in each direction with no impacts on the off-road cycle tracks and footpaths.

With regard to passengers smoking on the buses, this is a matter for Dublin Bus and will be forwarded on to them accordingly. 

5. Mr Sean Cooke

Mr Cooke is of the opinion that money will not be well spent to introduce a bus lane that will be terminated before the Greenhills Road bridge over the M50, as the buses will have to merge with the existing traffic at this location. Hence, he wanted to know how bus commuters can save time because of this. In addition, he pointed out that the cyclist will also have to merge with traffic at this bridge and he believes that this will create unsafe conditions for the road users.

He also commented because of the introduction of a bus lane next to Birchview Avenue, the green space in front of Birchview Avenue will be decreased and a number of mature trees, which serve as a barrier against noise and exhaust pollution, will be destroyed. 

Response: 
The proposed scheme under consideration as part of this Part 8 process does not include bus priority measures at the Greenhills Road Bridge over the M50. However, South Dublin County Council, in conjunction with the QBNPO are currently preparing a design for full bus priority measures at the Greenhills Road bridge over the M50. It is envisaged that this will eliminate delays to buses at this location and will also provide for cyclists to safely cross the M50. 

In relation to the mature trees and green space in front of Birchview Avenue, the QBNPO is only proposing to change the road markings of the previously approved realignment scheme and not to widen the road.

6. Tallaght Community Council

Tallaght Community Council proposed an alternative three lane system for the Greenhills Road with the centre lane alternating as inbound and outbound during rush hour i.e. being inbound during the morning peak and outbound in the evening peak.  

Response:

A reversible lane system requires a large amount of infrastructure in order to accommodate the changeover safely and within a sufficiently long distance. This cannot be accommodated within this relatively short stretch of road, particularly with the large number of junctions on the route. In addition the above proposal would require the carriageway to be designed to accommodate 5-lanes. This cannot be accommodated within the carriageway cross section approved for the realignment scheme

It should be noted that the layout of the realignment scheme as approved by the elected representatives of South Dublin County Council, included for one traffic lane in each direction. The proposals for the bus priority measures do not seek to alter this in order to accommodate bus lanes.

7. Mr Michael O’Reilly

Mr O’Reilly had 4 submissions:

a. He requested to minimise the road closure, if any, of Greenhills Road at Walkinstwon roundabout.  

b. He questioned how could the residents of Green Park access the QBC as the bus stop positions were not shown on drawing. He also commented that there appears to be insufficient pedestrian crossing for the Green Park residents to access the inbound QBC. 

c. He requested to modify the bus lanes at Walkinstown roundabout so that inbound buses can be given more priority.

d. He requested if the right turning lane length on Greenhills Road to Tymon North could be increased as he thinks that the provided length is inadequate. He suggested shortening the outbound bus lane between Tymon North and Mayberry Road for this. 

Response: 

a. The construction of the scheme will be carried out in order to minimise the disruption to the surrounding areas.

b. The realignment scheme has been approved by the elected representatives as part of a previous Part 8 process. However, as part of the detailed design of the scheme, consultation will take place between the consultants employed by South Dublin County Council and Dublin Bus, to ensure the maximum possible pedestrian access to the realigned bus routes.

c. It is not clear to what, Mr O’Reilly is referring, in relation to this point. The proposals are to be applied to the previously approved realignment scheme. This scheme terminates approximately 450m south west of Walkinstown Roundabout and provides for bus lanes in both directions throughout the scheme.

d. The bus lanes have been designed in order to maximise the bus priority measures. It is necessary to provide the maximum length of bus lane whilst also providing for the remaining traffic. A dedicated right turning lane has been provided at this location, which is considered adequate. It is therefore not proposed to reduce the length of the bus lane in this location.

4. Summary

The proposed Greenhills Road Quality Bus Corridor is in accordance with the 2004-2010 County Development Plan and with the proper planning and development of the area. It is therefore proposed to proceed with the Quality Bus Corridor as proposed. The bus priority scheme measures will be designed in conjunction with the Quality Bus Network Project Office. 33 % of the total scheme costs will be provided under the Dublin Transportation Office Traffic Management Grants Scheme.”
It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor E. Walsh and AGREED that the Committee recommend to the Council that the scheme as advertised be implemented.
TR/662/07 NEW WORKS   PROPOSED FIRHOUSE/BALLYCULLEN QBC            
HEADED ITEM (6)






Item ID: 11625

The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED:
 PROPOSED FIRHOUSE/BALLYCULLEN QBC
Ballycullen Road/Firhouse Road-Between Ballycullen Road/Stocking Avenue junction and the N81.
The Quality Bus Project Office has prepared preliminary designs to introduce bus lanes on Ballycullen Road, Firhouse Road and Old Bridge Road. The scheme will provide maximum bus priority along the route. 

An information leaflet is attached LINK HERE
It is proposed to commence the Part 8 Public Consultation procedure shortly.

TR/663/07 CORRESPONDENCE





CORRESPONDENCE (1)





 Item ID: 11626
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
TR/664/07 CATHAOIRLEACH'S BUSINESS SPEEDING ON BALLYROAN ROAD
MOTION (1) 
                                        

 
Item ID: 11720 

It was proposed by Councillor S. Laing and seconded by Councillor M. Ardagh.
"That the Manager carry out further examination of the Ballyroan Road as many Residents feel the speeding is excessive and dangerous in view of the large number of children going to schools adjoining this road"
The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED.
“The above location will be referred to the Gardai for possible inclusion in the forthcoming speed camera programme.”

TR/665/07 PAY & DISPLAY IN RATHFARNHAM VILLAGE
MOTION (2) 






 Item ID: 10794

The following motion in the name of Councillor J. Lahart was NOT MOVED.



 

"That the Manager take on board local views regarding the operation of the Pay parking System in Rathfarnham Village."
TR/666/07 RIGHT TURN BAN FROM TEMPLEOGUE VILLAGE

MOTION (3)






Item ID: 11945 

It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott and seconded by Councillor C. Keane 
"That the Manager inform members of the findings of the traffic modelling advisory consultants model of the impact of removal of the right turn ban from Templeogue Village into Springfield Avenue and of the status of his discussions with the DTO."
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The Traffic Section are currently modelling the removal of the right turn ban from Templeogue Village into Springfield Avenue.The impact on traffic flows in the village and its environs will beascertained as part of this examination.

It is anticipated that this survey will be complete in the coming fortnight and a report on the findings will be presented to the November meeting of the Committee.”

Following contribution from Councillor T. McDermott, Mr. S. Daly, Senior Executive Engineer responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
TR/667/07 FOOTPATH AT 212 BUTTERFIELD AVENUE

MOTION (4)






 Item ID: 12111 

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane and seconded by Councillor T. McDermott
"That this committee discuss the hazardous footpath at 212 Butterfield Ave- I was told over a year ago that a barrier would be erected to prevent children stepping off this very narrow dangerous footpath in front of traffic." 
The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED:
“This matter was discussed at length at the Traffic Management Meeting on 20/09/07. It was agreed that a temporary barrier would be erected at this location pending further investigation for footpath widening.This barrier is included on the Council's small works contractor's schedule of work and will be provided as soon as possible.”
TR/668/07  FOOTPATH REPAIRS BUTTERFIELD COURT
MOTION (5)






 Item ID: 12137 

It was proposed  by Councillor S. Laing and seconded by Councillor M. Ardagh
"That the Manager carry out footpath repairs in Butterfield Court where the roots of the adjoining trees are causing serious problems."

The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED:
“Butterfield Court was included in the county wide footpath survey and a programme of repairs is currently being drawn up. Roads Department staff in conjunction with Parks department staff will jointly inspect the trees and root structures with a view to the preservation of these mature trees.”
TR/669/07  GREEN ROUTE AT TOP OF GLENDOHER
MOTION (6)






 Item ID: 12141 

The following motion in the name of Councillor J. Lahart was NOT MOVED.
"That the Council (i) meet with the residents whose homes lie adjacent to the Green Route at the top of Glendhoher (including Glendoher House) who have very legitimate complaints with regard to the proximity of the new road alignment to their homes (within 1.5 metres)and that (ii) the Council provides a wall of sufficient height and quality to alleviate the significant damage to their quality of life and (iii) the council roads department makes statement with regard to the width of the footpath with regard to regulations of same."
PLANNING
TR/670/07 QUESTIONS 
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

TR/671/07 PLANNING FILES
A. Large applications under consideration
List of live applications at 28/9/2007 – Director of Planning Level

Terenure-Rathfarnham Area

Reg. Ref.               Application Details 

	SD07A/0690
	Reg. Date:

24-Aug-2007
Applicant’s Name:

Michael Burke & John Staunton
Submission Type:

New Application

	Location:

Bolton Hall, Ballyboden Road, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16
Proposed Development:

Alterations to a permitted residential development (Reg. Ref. SD05A/0615 and An Bord Pleanala Ref. PL06S.217208) consisting of: (a) 22 no. apartments comprising 4 no. 1-bedroom apartments, 12 no. 2-bedroom apartments, 2 no. 2-bedroom apartments over two levels and 4 no. 3-bedroom apartments over two levels laid out in two 2-storey over basement buildings plus two set back penthouse levels on each building (4 storeys in height overall), with all apartments incorporating balconies/terraces; (b) 44 no. car parking in the form of 41 no. spaces at basement level and 3 no. surface car parking spaces, of which 11 no. car spaces are to serve the permitted development; (c) associated bicycle parking and bin storage at basement level; (d) extensive hard and soft landscaping including reconfiguration of previously permitted landscaping and removal of 16 no. permitted surface car parking spaces and replacement at basement level as described above; (e) vehicular access and egress is via the permitted one-way internal road network off Ballyboden Road and Glendoher Road; (f) all other ancillary site development and boundary treatment works; all on an overall site of c.0.33 hectares.
Decision Due on or before:

18-Oct-2007



B. Files requested by members 
SD07A/0691

Cllr. Tony McDermott :
Applicant:

Michael Burke & John Staunton

Location:

Bolton Hall, Ballyboden Road, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16

Development:
Alterations to a permitted residential development (Reg. Ref. SD05A/0615 and An Bord Pleanala Ref. PL 06S.217208) comprising provision of 1 no. 2-storey 4 bedroom detached house (approx. 169.5sqm) and 2 no. off street car parking spaces to serve the proposed house; vehicular access and egress is via the permitted one-way internal road network off Ballyboden Road and Glendoher Road; all ancillary site development, boundary treatment and landscape works, all on a site 0.059ha in area.
COMMENTS:
Councillors T. McDermott, M. Ardagh, C. Keane and S. Laing objected to the application.

SD07A/0690
Applicant:

Michael Burke & John Staunton

Location:

Bolton Hall, Ballyboden Road, Rathfarnham, Co. Dublin

Development:
Alterations to a permitted residential development (Reg. Ref. SD05A/0615 and An Bord Pleanala Ref. PL06S.217208) consisting of: (a) 22 no. apartments comprising 4 no. 1-bedroom apartments, 12 no. 2-bedroom apartments, 2 no. 2-bedroom apartments over two levels and 4 no. 3-bedroom apartments over two levels laid out in two 2-storey over basement buildings plus two set back penthouse levels on each building (4 storeys in height overall), with all apartments incorporating balconies/terraces; (b) 44 no. car parking in the form of 41 no. spaces at basement level and 3 no. surface car parking spaces, of which 11 no. car spaces are to serve the permitted development; (c) associated bicycle parking and bin storage at basement level; (d) extensive hard and soft landscaping including reconfiguration of previously permitted landscaping and removal of 16 no. permitted surface car parking spaces and replacement at basement level as described above; (e) vehicular access and egress is via the permitted one-way internal road network off Ballyboden Road and Glendoher Road; (f) all other ancillary site development and boundary treatment works; all on an overall site of c.0.33 hectares.
COMMENTS:
Councillors T. McDermott, M. Ardagh, and C. Keane, objected to the application.
TR/672/07  REPORT ON BUILDERS YARD MUCKROSS

HEADED ITEM (8)






 Item ID: 12125 
The following report by the Manager was READ:
Report On Builders Yard Muckross
“Complaints alleging unauthorised development in the yard/lands to the rear of Muckross Grove/Avenue, Perrystown, Dublin 12 were received in March 2005.  The alleged unauthorised development consisted of the establishment of a Builders Providers Business trading as SLM Providers Limited.

The lands were inspected by the Planning Inspector on 1 April 2005, who reported that the subject lands had previously been used as a depot/yard by a civil engineering contractor: Chatham Pipelines, for the storage of materials to be used in civil engineering contracts, and for the storage of excavated materials from such works, the parking and keeping of vehicles needed in connection with such contracts, the carrying out of mechanical repairs to such vehicles and the running of such business. 

There was a previous case against Chatham Pipelines in 1989, in which the use of the lands at the rear of Muckross Avenue was the subject of enforcement action and the owners were convicted and fined £800 in the District Court.  This conviction was appealed to the Circuit Court.  At the same time a Reference under Section 5 of the 1963 Planning Act was made by the owners to An Bord Pleanála contending that the lands had been used as a builders depot since pre October 1964 and that the Planning Authority were precluded from taking enforcement action. An Bord Pleanála decided in favour of the applicant and ruled that no change of use had taken place which would require planning permission.

In relation to current use of the site, the Planning Inspector in his report stated that it was possible that a change of use had taken place from builder’s yard/depot to wholesale builders’ providers. A Warning Letter was served on the directors of SLM Providers Ltd on 29 April 2005.

In response a submission was received from Maguire McErlean Solicitors on behalf of their client SLM Providers Ltd.  In this submission SLM Providers Ltd denies that there has been any change of use in relation to the above lands and that the current use by SLM Providers Ltd is that of a builders’ yard/depot. They argued that the lands continued to be used for storage of materials only, that the traffic generated was for the transport of the materials to and from the site only and that the use was an established use. At a meeting held in the Council Offices in December 2006 with local residents, the residents were asked to detail the levels of use, noise, dust etc and the consequent impact on their lives before and after the current occupiers took over the yard. Such information is essential if the Council is to consider whether use of the site has intensified to such a degree as to constitute a material change of use. 

Some details have been received. However, in light of the above detailed history of the subject lands, substantial evidence is necessary to show that a material change of use of the lands has taken place. A further meeting with the local Residents’ Association was held on 1 May 2007 to discuss the issues during which photographs and other evidence of activities within the yard were submitted. The matter has been referred to the County Solicitor and Legal Counsel has been engaged to provide legal advice on the most appropriate action to be taken in this matter.  Counsel’s advice in this matter is awaited.

Meanwhile, intensive monitoring of the yard and activities therein is continuing.” 
It was AGREED to take Motion 8 in the name of Councillor. T. McDermott in conjunction with the above

MOTION (8)






Item ID: 12107 

It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott and seconded by Councillor S. Laing 
"That the Manager report on the action being taken by SDCC on a range of issues regarding the builders yard in Muckross including: use contrary to planning regulations, procurement negotiations, works to the lane, noise and dust, health and safety, unauthorised adjustments to the entrance of the lane, representations and complaints by the public."

The following report by the Manager was READ:
“Further to previous reports on the yard to the rear of Muckross Avenue, which is currently occupied by SLM Builders Providers Ltd, the following is an update on the various courses of action being pursued across several Council Departments:

Planning Enforcement (Planning Dept)
Monitoring of the yard and activities therein is continuing. A further meeting with the local Residents’ Association was held on 1st May 2007 to discuss the planning and enforcement issues relating to the yard. Photographs and other evidence of activities within the yard were submitted by the residents. The enforcement file has been referred to the County Solicitor to obtain Counsel’s advice on the most appropriate action to be taken in this matter. Counsel's advice in this matter is awaited.

A further Enforcement Notice issued to the owner on 15th June 2007 requiring that the infill open sided structure erected along the north east boundary of the lands comprising of a flat roof and 3 no. solid concrete block piers be removed.

The Planning Inspector has reported that requirements of the above Enforcement Notice have not been complied with. Accordingly, legal proceedings have been initiated in this matter.

Procurement/ Acquisition (Development Dept)
The Council’s Valuer was instructed some months ago to commence negotiations with the owners of this site with a view to acquiring same. 

To date the Valuer has not received a response from the owners. When the Valuers report is received an updated report will be provided to the members.

It should however be noted, as expressed at previous committee meetings, that while the Valuer is in negotiations , there is no onus on a private landowner to sell land to the Council.

Laneway Mantainance (Roads Dept)
Repairs were carried out to the laneway so as to render the surface safe. The entire laneway was then surfaced in macadam in early May. The dishing of the footpath at the entrance to the laneway is under investigation by the Roads Dept. 

Noise and Dust Pollution (Environmental Health Office)
The Environmental Health Officer has reported the following;

“The S.L.M. Builders Providers premises have been visited on a number of occasions by this Office. On all occasions the proprietor has been taking best practicable means to prevent the occurrence of an air pollution nuisance. A sprinkler system is in place on the wall above the mounds of sand and is used on a regular basis.

With regard to the complaints concerning a noise nuisance emanating from the above premises, the hours of operation have been limited to 07.00am – 7.00pm Monday to Friday and 9.00am to 1.00pm Saturdays. Noise monitoring has been carried out on a number of occasions in the home of a resident adjacent to the SLM premises. A total of 24 fifteen minute readings were taken between the 4th May 2007 and the 22nd May 2007. The fifteen minute readings were taken when there was activity in the site of SLM and during periods where there was no activity in the site. The results of the monitoring on the 22nd May 2007 indicated a small rise in the Laeq between activity in the site and no activity. The results on all other monitoring days indicated no difference between activity and no activity in the site. 

The Environmental Health Inspectorate has concluded from its investigations that “there is no action open to this department to take on foot of this monitoring”.

Representations/Complaints by members of the Public
Planning Enforcement is continuing to investigate the subject lands. Any further information in this respect that members of the public may have, should be forwarded directly to Planning Enforcement so that this information may form part of the enforcement investigation.”
Ms. M. Hunt, Administrative Officer presented the reports.  Following contributions from Councillors T. McDermott, M. Ardagh, C. Keane and E. Walsh, Ms. M. Hunt responded to queries raised.   The reports were NOTED and it was AGREED to present a further report on this matter to the November meeting of this Committee.
TR/673/07 NEW WORKS 

HEADED ITEM (9)


  



Item ID: 11628 
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
TR/674/07 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (2)  




 Item ID: 11629 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
TR/675/07 CATHAOIRLEACH'S BUSINESS
MOTION (7)






Item ID: 12117 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
DEVELOPMENT
TR/676/QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor S. Laing, seconded by Councillor T. McDermott     and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Question’s numbered 9-10 inclusive be 

ADOPTED and APPROVED 

TR/677/07  UPDATE ON DISPOSAL OF LAND TO FAUGHS GAA CLUB
QUESTION (9): Councillor C. Keane 



 Item ID: 12112 

"To ask the Manager Development Department for an update on the disposal of land to Faughs GAA Club and to have this item expediated as the Club are anxious to proceed to the next stage?”
REPLY:
The Council is preparing terms for the lease of an additional area of land adjoining Faughs GAA Club, to the Club.

Following the agreement of terms, a report on the lease of the site will be presented to a future Council meeting for consideration.

TR/678/07    SCHOOL SITE AT KNOCKLYON ROAD 
QUESTION (10): Councillor J. Lahart


 Item ID: 11904 

 "To ask the Manager for an update on Gael Scoil Chnoc Liamhna's position with regard to the school site at Knocklyon Road?"
REPLY:
The Council is continuing in its efforts to register the title to the section of abandoned road running through the site designated for Gaelscoil Chnoc Liamhna. Whilst documentation was lodged with the Property Registration Authority some time ago, that Authority is continuing to raise queries in the matter.

The Council’s Solicitor is now seeking the opinion of a Senior Counsel with experience in Conveyancing/Title matters to clarify the Council’s claim to title of the section of road way in question.

TR/679/07  NEW WORKS
HEADED ITEM (10)





  Item ID: 11630 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
TR/680/07  CORRESPONDENCE
CORRESPONDENCE (3)  




 Item ID: 11631 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
TR/681/07  CATHAOIRLEACH'S BUSINESS
MOTION (9)






 Item ID: 12118 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
TR/682/07  MCHUGHS SHOPPING CENTRE ST. JAMES RD GREENHILLS
MOTION (10)






 Item ID: 12113 

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane and seconded by Councillor S. Laing
“That this committee discuss with the aid of planning advice on how to proceed with a view to setting a last date for submission of the - commencement notice - at McHugh's Shopping centre area St. James Rd Greenhills and if not complied with to reactivate the CPO currently outstanding on this site.

The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The Planning Department has advised that there is no legislation in place which requires that a proposed development contained in a permission be commenced by a specific date. A planning permission has a duration of five years, beginning on the date of grant of permission, unless otherwise specified.

The developer of the land in question has indicated that he proposes to commence development in late October/early November 2007.”
Following contributions from Councillors C. Keane and M. Ardagh, Mr. J. Browne, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
CORPORATE SERVICES
TR/683/07 NEW WORKS
HEADED ITEM (11)





Item ID: 11632 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 
TR/684/07 CORRESPONDENCE
CORRESPONDENCE (4)
 




Item ID: 11633 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
TR/685/07  CATHAOIRLEACH'S BUSINESS
MOTION (11) 






 Item ID: 12116 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

The meeting concluded at 4.25 p.m.

Siniú  ________________              Dáta ________________

      An Cathaoirleach






