COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEASSOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL


MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE 1

Monday, September 17, 2007

QUESTION NO. 13
QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren

“To ask the Manager to set out precisely when the housing estates in Jobstown and especially Cloonmore, Bawnlea, Drumcara and Kilclare will be included in the window replacement programme which has been put in place by South Dublin County Council’s Housing Department in cooperation with the Department of the Environment over recent years, and given the age of the above mentioned areas and the fact that the replacement programme to date has not delivered in these areas as it has in other parts of West Tallaght in particular, if a firm commitment could be given to residents in these communities, that the window replacement programme will be expedited and completed within the shortest possible timeframe, and if he will make a statement on the matter?”  

REPLY: 
In order to maximize energy efficiency in the Council’s rented housing stock and in the interest of achieving common quality standards, the Council has decided to proceed with a number of programmes including a countywide Window Upgrade Programme. Other programmes in hand which are integrated with the Window Upgrade Programme include the Accelerated Gas Fired Central Heating Programme, and the External Cavity Wall and Attic Insulation Programme.
Cloonmore, Bawnlea, Drumcarra and Kilclare estates have benefited from the installation of gas fired central heating. In addition between 1999 and 2000 an Energy Upgrade Programme was carried out in these estates. The programme included the installation of draught proofing, provision of lagging jackets and the insulation of attics.
In the first quarter of 2005 a sample survey was carried out on windows in 12 estates countywide in order to determine the fabric condition of these windows. Following the analysis of the results of the survey it was decided to proceed with a pilot programme of 622 units countywide. 453 units included in the pilot programme are in the Tallaght area as follows: Kilcarrig Estate, Killinarden Estate, and Drumcairn Estate, Tallaght. The houses included in the pilot programme have already benefited from the installation of gas fired central heating and cavity wall and attic insulation. The final stage therefore in optimizing the energy efficiency of these houses is the installation of double glazed windows.
The criteria used in the selection of estates to be included in the pilot was based on the earliest constructed estates with similar window types. By proceeding with these selected estates the Council is maximizing its resources and achieving better value for money in line with best practices.

Funding for this pilot programme was sanctioned from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in 2006 and the programme commenced on site in November 2006. It is anticipated that the pilot programme will be complete by 1st quarter of 2008. 

Subsequent phases of this programme have not been decided on as yet, as this will depend on progress in the pilot programme. As this is a county wide programme all council rented dwellings in the Jobstown area will be included during the life of the programme. 

The Architectural Services Department has indicated that based on the numbers of dwellings requiring double glazed units and the scope of works involved, the window upgrade programme is likely to be phased over the 6 year period 2007-2012. 

