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MONDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER 2007

HEADED ITEM  No. 14
AWARDING OF CIVIC HONOURS / FREEDOM OF THE COUNTY

Section 74 of the Local Government Act, 2001 provides that a local authority may confer civic honours on distinguished persons including admission to the honorary freedom of its administrative area.
At the Meeting of the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee held on 31st May 2007 it was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor A. White and AGREED:

“That the Freedom of the County be awarded to the Captain (Robbie Keane) and other South Dublin born members of the Irish Soccer Team(Damien Duff and Richard Dunne).”

Since that date South Dublin professional golfer Padraig Harrington added victory in the 136th British Open Golf Championship to his list of successes, the first time in 60 years that the title went to an Irishman.  This followed his success two months earlier in becoming the first Irishman to win the Irish Open in 25 years.
In accordance with Section 74 (1) (b) of the Local Government Act, 2001 the Mayor Councillor B. Gogarty is now proposing Padraig Harrington for a civic honour to mark his remarkable career and achievements. 
As a decision of a local authority to confer civic honours is a reserved function the following resolution is required to ratify these proposals.

“That Civic Honours including honorary freedom of the county of South Dublin be conferred on Irish soccer team Members Robbie Keane, Damien Duff and Richard Dunne and professional golfer Padraig Harrington.”
