COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 9th July 2007.


	PRESENT


	Councillors
	Councillors

	Corr, M.
	Laing, S.

	Daly, J.
	Mc Dermott, T.

	Daly, M.
	Murphy, M.

	Dowds, R.
	Neville, J.

	Gilligan, T.
	O’Conchúir, S.

	Gogarty, B.
	O’Connell, G.

	Hannon, J.
	Ridge, T.

	Jones, C.
	Tuffy, E.

	Keating, D.
	Walsh, E.

	King, C.
	Warren, K.

	Lahart, J. 
	


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan

	Directors / Heads of Function
	P. Smith, P. Poole, F. Coffey, 
J. Walsh, C. Henehan, F. Nevin, 
A. Jacob

	County Architect
	E. Conroy

	Senior Planner
	P. Hogan

	Executive Planner
	K. Kenny

	Project Planner
	F. Lennon

	Assistant Planner
	E. Thompson

	Senior Executive Officers
	H. Hogan, M. Judge, B. Coman, 
P. Murphy, M. Coleman, 
J. Quinlivan, M. O’Shaughnessy

	Administrative Officers
	P. Fogarty, T. Curtin

	A/Administrative Officer
	U. Donnellan

	A/Senior Staff Officer
	T. Fallon

	A/Assistant Staff Officer
	M. Dunne

	IT Support
	C. Whelan



The Mayor, Councillor B. Gogarty presided.
(C/0262/07) 
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

a) Minutes of South Dublin County Council, 11th June 2007, which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.

b) Minutes of Annual Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 29th June 2007, which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.

(C/0263/07) 
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 5TH JUNE 2007 DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0264/07) 
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 12TH JUNE 2007 DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - GRANTS),PARKS, ENVIRONMENT AND HOUSING  
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

Community Business:
“Application for Grants

Application for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants to these organisations, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-
	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application
	Amount

	GF 1594
	Robert Emmets GAA Club
	Equipment Grant
	18/05/07
	€2,350

	GF 1591
	Aisling Álainn Arts Festival
	Start Up Costs for Community Groups
	16/05/07
	€1,000


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application
	Amount

	AGF 585
	Knocklyon Art Group
	Grant towards cost of Group Annual Art Exhibition and an exhibit in Rathfarnham Castle following invite from OPW
	17/05/2007
	€1,000


It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott, seconded by Councillor M. Ardagh and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grants as recommended in the foregoing report.”
It was proposed by Councillor B. Gogarty, seconded by Councillor E. Walsh and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2) 12th June 2007 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 

(C/0265/07) 
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) -  18TH JUNE 2007
DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, COMMUNITY  (1 REPORT -  GRANTS) AND HOUSING 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

Community Business:
“Application for Grants

Application for a grant under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the ogranisations listed below. Payment of these grants to these organisations, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application
	Amount

	GF 1596
	St. Aengus Youth Club,
	Community Activity Grant Including Sport Activity
	28/05/07
	€500

	GF 1587
	St. Martin’s Parish Office,
	Community Activity Grant Including Sport Activity
	02/05/07
	€500


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.
	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application
	Amount

	AGF 583
	St. Thomas’s Senior School
	Grant towards the cost of annual book week in the school
	11/05/2007
	€400


An Art contribution is being made to the following groups:-

	Group
	Type of Application
	Amount



	Michael Finn – Environmental Photographer
	Contribution towards publication of a book of wildlife photographs
	€1,000


It was proposed by Councillor B. Gogarty, seconded by Councillor M. Daly and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee (1) 18th June 2007 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 

(C/0266/07)
 TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 25TH JUNE 2007 DEALING WITH ROADS (2 REPORTS  -  (A) PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY  (B) PROVISION OF  SCHOOL  WARDEN)  PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES
The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

Roads Business
a) Extinguishment of Public Right of Way

“Proposed Extinguishment of Public Right of Way to the Rear of 1-6 Balrothery Estate and to the Side of 6 – 7 Balrothery Estate and to the Rear of 7 - 12 Balrothery Estate, Tallaght, Dublin 24.  Map Ref. Re 2016.
The attached report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting on Monday 25th June, 2007.

It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and AGREED:

“That this Committee recommends to the Council that the public right of way to the rear of 1-6 Balrothery Estate and to the side of 6-7 Balrothery Estate and to the rear of 7-12 Balrothery Estate, Tallaght, Dublin 24. - MAP REF RE 2016 be extinguished.”

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way is a reserved function of the Council.

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:

“South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public right-of-way to the rear of 1-6 Balrothery Estate and to the side of 6-7 Balrothery Estate and to the rear of 7-12 Balrothery Estate, Tallaght, Dublin 24, as shown coloured red on Drawing No. RE 2016, be extinguished.”

MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) 

MONDAY 25th JUNE, 2007   
HEADED ITEM No. 3

PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY TO THE REAR OF 1-6 BALROTHERY ESTATE AND TO THE SIDE OF 6 – 7 BALROTHERY ESTATE AND TO THE REAR OF 7 - 12 BALROTHERY ESTATE, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24.  Map Ref. RE 2016.
The following report was submitted to the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting on the Monday 26th March, 2007

“Proposed extinguishment of public right of way at Balrothery Estate, Tallaght,   Dublin 24.

An application has been received from Residents of Balrothery Estate to 
formally extinguish the public right-of-way  between 1-6 Balrothery Estate 6/7 Balrothery Estate and to the rear of 7-12 Balrothery Estate due to 
anti-social behaviour.  It is proposed to effect the closure by means of a gate.”


Following consideration of the report, it was agreed to initiate the procedure.

The proposal to extinguish the public right-of-way was advertised in the Echo on Tuesday 10th April, 2007 and signs were erected on site in accordance with Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993.  The latest date for receipt of objections, representations and requests for an oral hearing was 25th May, 2007.

No submissions were received in response to the public advertisement/notice.

Bord Gais, Eircom, NTL and ESB have stated that they have no objections to the proposed extinguishment.

Public Lighting and Water and Drainage Sections have no objections to the proposed extinguishment.
The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way and the granting of an oral hearing is a reserved function of the Council.

Any recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the attention of the Council.

b) Provision of School Warden
“The following report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on Monday 25th June 2007.

“Under the terms of the Local Government Act, 1991 (Reserved Functions) Order, 1993, the making of arrangements under Section 96 (1) of the Road Traffic Act, 1961, for the patrolling of locations where school children cross the public road is a reserved function of the Council.

The Road Safety Officer has recommended the provision of a school warden service at the following location:

SCHOOL
LOCATION
Holy Rosary National School,                        
On Parklands Road

Oldcourt Avenue
8 metres north of

Ballycragh,
lampstandard No. 27

Tallaght,


Dublin 24

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next meeting.”

It was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon, seconded by Councillor K. Warren     

and AGREED:

“That this Committee recommends the provision of a School Warden for Holy Rosary National School, Oldcourt  Avenue, Ballycragh, Tallaght, Dublin 24, on Parklands Road,8 metres north of lampstandard No. 27.”

If the Council agrees with the recommendation, the following resolution is required:

“That South Dublin County Council hereby resolves under the terms of the Local Government Act, 1991 (Reserved Functions) Order, 1993, pursuant to Section 96 (1) of the Roads Traffic Act, 1961, as amended by the Schedule to the Roads Traffic Act 1968, that arrangements be made for the patrolling on Parklands Road, 8 metres north of lampstandard No. 27 where school children cross the public road.”
It was proposed by Councillor B. Gogarty, seconded by Councillor M. Daly and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the reports of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee (2) 25th June 2007 – Roads Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 

(C/0267/07) 
LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 24TH APRIL 2007
DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT (1 REPORT - BRING BANKS AT MOYGLASS), PARKS, COMMUNITY AND HOUSING 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

Environment Business
“The following Motion was agreed at the meeting of the Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee held on the 24th April 2007.

“Following my earlier representations, including my Motion to the March 07 Area Committee Meeting, representations made by the Moy Glas Residents Association and the report from the Environmental Health Officer in her letter of 3rd January 2007 to the Moy Glas Residents Association and referring  to her letter to this Council. “I have written to the Environmental Services Department recommending that the bottle banks are moved to a more secure and supervised site.  If they agree to this, this should eliminate the broken glass and dumping issues.  It may also remove some of the anti social behaviour as the bins would no longer provide a screen or shelter.”  That this Committee requests the Manager to find an alternative and more suitable site for this bottle bank.”

The following report by the Manager was presented in response to the Motion;

Report

‘’The Waste Management Plan for the Dublin Region 2005-2010 outlines ambitious targets for household recycling.                           

· Recycling – 60% 

· Waste to energy -   39% 

· Landfill – 1%

The planned addition of plastic into the green bin and the introduction of the brown bin will contribute to achieving these figures. 

Glass is a sustainable material as it can be reused and recycled. The strategy for the provision of community based recycling facilities presented to the September meeting of the Environment Strategic Policy Committee has the objective of locating recycling facilities close to communities.

The Council have provided a plinth and signage at the bring bank on the Griffeen Road and this area is listed for the Cleansing crew and the litter warden’s attention. The bring bank is widely used by the residents of the Lucan area. 

If an alternative suitable site is identified in the local area, the Council will consider relocating the bring banks from Moy Glas. In this regard the Council will contact the owners/management of the Griffeen Centre to discuss the possible location of a bring bank at he Centre. Any suggestions for a suitable site by the elected members and local residents groups will also be considered. However in the meantime until an alternative site is identified the Council has no proposal to remove the bring banks at Moy Glas. 

The comments of the Environmental Health Officer in her letter as quoted in the Motion have been noted, however these comments were not made in the context of any possible public health problem that might exist at the location. ‘’

Since the April meeting of the Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee the Council has installed a CCTV camera at the Moy Glas Bring Bank site with a view to deterring the unauthorised dumping at the site. To date a number of people have been captured on camera engaging in the act of dumping. The Council has initiated legal proceedings in this regard. It is intended to provide ongoing camera monitoring at this location until the dumping ceases. The Council will continue to remove illegally dumped materials from the site if necessary.

A sign stating that CCTV is in operation will be erected at the site in the near future.

In addition the Council has cleaned up the unkempt area surrounding the Bring Banks. The Parks Section has landscaped the area and will keep it in a maintained condition.

The site is a well used site by the local community. A total of 26 tonnes of glass has been recycled from this Bring Bank since 1st January 2007.

Statistical information on the number of Recycling facilities provided in the County for glass is one of a number of National Service Indicators on recycling which the Council is required to submit to the Department of the Environment Heritage and Local Government on an ongoing basis.

Efforts to find an alternative location for the Bring Banks at Moy Glas will continue.” 
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors D. Keating and E. Tuffy.  
Ms. P. Poole responded to the Members queries.

The report was NOTED.
(C0/268/07) 
CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (1) -  19TH JUNE 2007 
DEALING WITH DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, CORPORATE SERVICES AND ROADS (1 REPORT - KILPARK HOUSE)
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

Roads Business
“The following 2 motions were passed at the Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee meeting on Tuesday 19th June 2007. The Committee requested that the 2 motions be brought before the County Council for consideration. 

Motion: Councillor R. Dowds  

“That the double yellow lines are immediately removed from the front of Kilpark House, Convent Road, Clondalkin as the residents there have no off road parking alternative.”

Motion: Councillor T. Gilligan

“That the Manager removes the double yellow lines from outside Kilpark House.”

REPORT:
The existing double yellow lines were installed on the section of Convent Road outside Kilpark House to minimise traffic congestion in the area, and were included in the Control of Parking Bye Laws which were subject to public consultation prior to approval by the Council.  There is insufficient width for cars to park next to the kerb at this location while maintaining two-way traffic on standard minimum lane widths. Removal of the double yellow lines to facilitate such parking would result in traffic queuing towards the village blocking traffic exiting the village. 

To provide parking at this location would require a section of the footpath to be removed to accommodate a parking bay, which would be subject to the same parking conditions as other streets in Clondalkin that are included in the parking scheme, i.e.  pay and display parking and permit parking, 8am to 6pm, Monday to Friday.  It should be noted that any such parking would be open to the public at large and an investigation of services and utilities would need to be undertaken prior to finalization of any design.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors R. Dowds, T. Ridge, T. Gilligan, J. Daly, M. Daly.
Mr. F. Coffey and Mr. J. Horan responded to the Members queries.

The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a site meeting would be arranged with Members, Management and the Gardaí to examine possible alternative solutions.
(C/0269/07) 
LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 26TH JUNE  2007 
DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, COMMUNITY AND HOUSING (1 REPORT - WALL AT CHERRYVILLE, CLONDALKIN) 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

Housing Business
“Report on boundary wall at Cherryville/St. Brigid’s Road

At the Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee of 26th June 2007 a Motion was passed requesting the Council to arrange for 2 blocks to be placed on top of the boundary wall between the houses at St. Brigid’s Road and the new Part V development at Cherryville which is nearing completion. The infill development, which is being constructed by Menolly Homes under a Part V arrangement consists of an infill housing development for older persons comprising 3 no. single storey one bedroom units, 2 no. single storey two bedroom units, and conversion with extension of existing two storey house to 4 no. one bedroom apartments

The wall between the Cherryville development and St. Brigid’s Road has been surveyed independently, and has been found to be capable of taking an extra two blocks, provided some extra pillars are provided. 

The Council will arrange for the work to be carried out, provided that agreement can be reached with all the residents on matters such as working arrangements and their acceptance of liability for the work carried out on the wall into the future. The Council will contact the residents concerned and if agreement can be reached the works will be undertaken shortly.”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor R. Dowds.
It was proposed by Councillor B. Gogarty, seconded by Councillor R. Dowds and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2) 26th June 2007 – Housing Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 

(C/0270/07) 
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0271/07) 
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0272/07) 
STATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0273/07)
QUESTIONS 
It was proposed by Councillor B. Gogarty, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge  and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 Questions numbered Q1 to Q2 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
(C0274/07) 
FIRE STATIONS, FIRE TENDERS & PERSONNEL
QUESTION:  Councillor G. Cullen   

To ask the Manager the number of fire stations, fire tenders and fire fighting personnel currently in the South Dublin County Council area and what is the cost for such a service? (Can the cost be broken down into premises, tenders and wages?)

REPLY:
There is currently one fire station geographically located within South Dublin County Council's administrative area.  This  is located on Belgard road.  The station was upgraded to a two pump station in 2001 which double the manpower.

There is a fulltime crew of two Officers and ten fire fighters, two fire tenders, an ambulance and modern fire fighting and emergency equipment.  The Fire Service in Dublin is provided on a regional basis, therefore South Dublin County Council area is also served where necessary by backup provided from the stations at Dolphins Barn,  Rathfarnham, Dun Laoghaire and Blanchardstown.

The cost of providing the service in 2007 is €17,172,000 and is broken down into such areas as salaries, wages, pensions, clothing, fire plant maintenance, fuel, telephone, radio equipment, rent, rates, insurance etc.  A detailed breakdown of expenditure and income in relation to provision of the fire service for 2007 has been requested from Dublin City Council and a copy of this breakdown will  be forwarded to the Councillor as soon as it has been received.

(C0275/07) 
COST OF PROVISION OF FIRE SERVICE
QUESTION:  Councillor G. Cullen   

To ask the Manager how much this Council pays to Dublin City Council for the provision of our Fire Service? How much has this increased in the past ten years and what additional fire cover has been received for this additional cost? 

REPLY:
The cost of provision of the Dublin Fire Service by Dublin City Council is a regional one and this cost  is levied on the four Authorities.  The total estimated cost for the region in 2007 is €110.5m.  The cost to South Dublin County Couincil for 2007 is €17,172,000.

The cost has increased from €6,400,000 in 1997.  Dublin City Council has advised that this charge is calculated using the methodology which takes into consideration the rateable valuation and  the average population in the area of South Dublin County.

Dublin City Council has assured the Council that South Dublin is constantly monitored and that any future requirements in relation to development within the area will be addressed as part of an overall fire study for the Dublin Region.

The fire station located at Belgard Road which serves South Dublin  was upgraded to a two pump station in 2001 which doubled the manpower.

(C/0276/07) 
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0277/07) 
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING
The following report, which was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Housing, was CONSIDERED:

“Under Section 94 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) South Dublin County Council prepared a Housing Strategy.  One of the key purposes of the strategy is to identify the overall need for affordable housing in the area of the County Development Plan and to ensure that South Dublin County Council provides for the development of affordable housing.  To date, the Council has been successful in acquiring affordable housing units for eligible applicants through:-

(a) Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended)

(b) The development of public private partnerships/joint ventures.

(c) The Integrated Area Plans in tax designated areas.

The Property Path has sold 847 affordable homes since the commencement of all programmes, under Part V, joint venture and affordable initiatives. To date 236 applications have been made to date in respect of the 113 purchases being made by the Affordable Homes partnerships.

In order to comply with the requirements of Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) and Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 it is recommended that the Council dispose of 9 properties in Deerpark Lodge, Tallaght and 7 properties in Hunters Lane, Hunterswood, Tallaght to the eligible applicants (as per the attached schedule) in accordance with the affordable housing scheme as adopted by the Council in April 2003.

The consent of the Council is sought for the disposal of these properties to eligible applicants. 

Joe Horan

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0278/07) 
PROPOSED LAND EXCHANGE AT RED COW BETWEEN SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL AND CAPEL DEVELOPMENTS LIMITED M50 UPGRADE ORDER, 2004  
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The DunLaoghaire–Rathdown County Council Compulsory Purchase (M50 Motorway upgrade scheme) Order, 2004, was confirmed with modifications by An Bord Pleanala on 29th April 2005.  

The Chief Valuer was instructed to commence negotiations for the acquisitions of Plots 124c & 41a2 of the M50 Upgrade Order, 2004  and he now recommends the following terms and conditions, which he considers to be fair and reasonable:

1
South Dublin County Council shall transfer its unencumbered freehold interest in possession in the plot coloured green on the attached copy map, Drawing No. CSK-010 having an area of 7,267m² or thereabouts to Capel Developments Limited, subject to the right of the M50 Upgrade Scheme Contractor to occupy this area rent free (but with necessary insurances in place) until the Scheme is completed (est. 31st October, 2008).  At that time the plot shall be handed over by the contractor to Capel Developments Limited cleared of any construction materials or debris and in a reasonably levelled state.

2
Capel Developments Limited shall transfer to South Dublin County Council its unencumbered freehold interest in possession in the following plots,

(i)
Plot (2b) coloured red on Drawing CSK-010 having an area of 3,508m² or thereabouts.  (This area includes the additional land referred to in term 11 below).

(ii)
Plot No. 4 coloured purple on Drawing CSK-010 having an area of 2,693m² or thereabouts with Capel Developments Limited and its nominees reserving full rights of way and connection to roads and services which are to be constructed on the lands (see term 3 below) (the rights of way/access referred to above shall be for all purposes for which planning permission is received).

(iii)
Plot 2a (part of) otherwise shown as Plots A & B on Drawing CSK-010 having an area of 1,479m² or thereabouts with Capel Developments Limited or its nominees reserving full rights of way for all purposes for which planning permission is received over roads and rights to connect to all services which are to be constructed on the lands (see term 3 below).

3
South Dublin County Council shall be responsible for the full cost of providing the access road and piped services (i.e. mains water and electricity, surface and foul drainage) over the lands referred to in terms 2 (ii) and 2 (iii) above.  Such works must be completed within fifteen months of the date of completion of the present M50 Upgrade Scheme.  A specification in respect of the works shall be agreed between the parties on or before 31st December, 2007 and in any event prior to an application for planning permission being made for the development of either the said works or redevelopment of Capel Developments Limited retained lands.  


At the absolute discretion of the Council the said works may be carried out in two phases with the initial phase relating to the lands specified in Term 2(iii) above extending to an agreed point in the 2(ii) lands to enable the Capel Developments Limited retained lands to be properly accessed/developed.  Phase one works (road and development services) must be completed within 12 months of the date of completion of the present M50 Upgrade Scheme, or within a period of six months following the granting of planning permission for the development of Capel Developments Limited retained lands, whichever is the earlier.

The works may be undertaken by either party (as may be agreed) and in the event of the works being undertaken by Capel Developments Limited which will require planning permission, then the Council shall reimburse the Company the proper costs of such works at market rates then prevailing in the road construction industry, payments must be made within 2 months of completion of works.

In the event of the works being undertaken by the Council then Capel Developments Limited shall facilitate the construction programme by providing reasonable working wayleaves on its retained lands.  South Dublin County Council shall fully indemnify Capel Developments Limited against any claims which may arise from the works being undertaken on Capel Developments Limited lands.  Capel Developments Limited shall require planning permission for any connection to piped services supplied and constructed by the Council.

4
Capel Developments Limited shall have the right to include the lands identified in terms 2 (ii) and 2 (iii) above in a planning application for the development of its retained lands.  In the event if the proposed land exchange being completed prior to the making of a planning application for the development of Capel Developments Limited land then South Dublin County Council shall issue a letter of consent to Capel Developments Limited permitting the subject lands to be included in a planning application.

5
South Dublin County Council’s nominees and in particular Bluebell United Football Club and the Kinsella Family interests shall be entitled with the Council’s consent to seek planning permission for the redevelopment of their lands at any time after the transfer of title, utilising the access road as a development access.

6
In the event of Capel Developments Limited acquiring the interest of any or all of the parties (Council Nominees) utilising the proposed development access road (on land coloured purple in Drawing CSK-010 such that all or a part of the new access road is no longer required to provide access legally, in planning terms or otherwise, then.

(a)
South Dublin County Council shall if required by Capel Developments Limited or its nominees transfer title to such land back to Capel Developments Limited or its nominees free of charge.

(b)
In the event of Capel Developments Limited acquiring the interest(s) of the Kinsella Family in adjoining lands then, if required by the Council, Capel Developments Limited shall transfer freehold title to the Council in Plot 5, on Drawing No. CSK-010, having an area of 565sqm or thereabouts, in order to facilitate the provision of a new access to the grounds of Bluebell United Football Club.

(c)
Capel Developments Limited shall accede to any request by the Council to close the existing old access laneway onto the Naas road (currently held and used by the Kinsella Family interests and Bluebell United FC) and/or agree not to exercise a right to use the old laneway itself or to grant a new right of use/access to any other party.

Capel Developments Limited shall agree to give any such request(s) by the Council proper legal effect and in particular, if appropriate shall amend leases and title documentation.  

No compensation shall be payable by the Council to Capel Developments Limited or its nominees arising from the activation and implementation of this clause (c) by the Council.

Note: The new access road to be constructed in accordance with terms 2 and 3 above shall not be taken in charge until such time as the existing old access laneway onto the Naas Road (currently held and used by the Kinsella Family interest and Bluebell United FC) has been closed and is no longer used for access purposes.

7
South Dublin County Council shall pay a cash adjustment sum of €5,000,000 (five million euro) to Capel Developments Limited, as follows:

(a)
10% on the signing of a contract.

(b) 
The balance on the transfer of title which must take place on or before 31st August, 2007.  Interest at the rate of 10% per annum shall apply to any outstanding sums from that date, provided there is no delay on the part of Capel Developments Limited’s solicitor in completing the transaction.

8
The accommodation works along the entire boundary marked A-B-C on drawing (CSK-010) shall be as provided in the Scheme, i.e. a palisade fence together with minor landscaping/planting on the road side of the fence.

At a time to be agreed between the parties to this transaction but not later than 6 months from the granting of planning permission for the redevelopment of Capel Developments Limited retained lands, the Council shall either replace the said palisade fencing along the line A-B-C with a low forticrete type wall with suitable railings atop to a combined height of 2 metres or, give Capel Developments Limited the monetary equivalent of the cost of Capel Developments erecting such boundary works at market rates.


If applicable, Capel Developments Limited shall grant any reasonable working wayleaves required by the Council to construct the proposed wall and railings subject to the satisfactory reinstatement of any lands by the Council.  The Council shall also indemnify Capel Developments Limited against any claims by third parties arising out of the works being carried out on the lands. 

On the satisfactory completion of the accommodation works and the fulfilment of all elements of condition 3 above the C.P.O. shall lapse in respect of any other plots (or parts thereof) retained in Capel Developments Limited’s ownership.

9
That this proposed agreement is in full and final settlement of all compensatable items arising under the M50 Upgrade Order 2004 (including any interest payable on compensation at the Local Loans Fund Rate) and Capel Developments Limited shall not be entitled to seek compensation under any heading in respect of the plots included in this proposed transaction or of the plots (or parts thereof) not included in this transaction.

10
That South Dublin County Council shall not seek to exercise or enforce the M50 Upgrade Order 2004 in respect of the acquisition of any plots (or part thereof) in the Compulsory Purchase Order not included in this transaction, subject to the right of the Scheme Contractor to occupy these areas rent free (but with the necessary insurances in place) until the Scheme is completed (est. 31st October 2008).  At that time the plot shall be handed over by the contractor to Capel Developments Limited cleared of any construction materials or debris and in a reasonably levelled state.
11
That the transfer of lands to the Council shall include a plot (within the area coloured red on Identification Drawing CSK-010 extending to c. 240m² shown hatched on the said copy map, which is outside the M50 Upgrade Order 2004, C.P.O. area.

12
Capel Developments Limited shall as part of this proposed agreement provide a formal undertaking to South Dublin County Council that it will make a full planning application for the development of all its retained land together with lands specified in terms 1 and 2 (ii), 2 (iii) above.  Construction work by Capel Developments Limited or its nominees will commence no later than 9 months following the granting of an acceptable planning permission, subject to favourable market conditions pertaining i.e. to there being a market demand for the approved development.

13
That all outstanding charges, rates and taxes, if any, on all parcels of land the subject of the exchange, shall be cleared prior to completion of the transaction.

14
That each party shall be responsible for their respective Stamp Duty and other tax liabilities arising on this transaction.  Stamp Duty shall be paid by the respective parties on the open market value of the lands being transferred.

15
That the Council shall be prepared to pay Capel Developments Limited reasonable legal costs of conveyancing in this case together with a valuers fee, reflective of N.R.A. fee scale rates.

16
That the above proposal is subject to the necessary approvals and consents being obtained

J. Horan

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0279/07)
DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST AT 35 OAKWOOD GROVE, CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN , 22 – MR JAMES SHERRY 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Mr James Sherry to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Mr James Sherry has applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From


	Purchase Price

	35 Oakwood Grove,

Clondalkin,

Dublin, 22.


	Mr James Sherry


	10/06/1976
	Daniel & Joanna Moynihan


	€450


Joe Horan

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0280/07)
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PLOT OF LAND ADJOINING 166  WHITECLIFF ESTATE, RATHFARNHAM– BRIGID & SEAMUS MCHALE
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The Council at its meeting held on 9th June 2003 noted the disposal of a strip of land adjoining 166 Whitecliff Estate,  Rathfarnham  Dublin 16 to Ms Brigid McHale to be incorporated into her property to facilitate the construction of a single storey extension to her home. Minute No. C/0572/03 refers. This disposal did not proceed at that stage due to delays in pursuing legal title to these lands and change in applicants’ plans.  The applicants now wish to construct a larger two storey extension to the property subject to obtaining planning permission and the Valuer was asked to recommend revised terms and conditions.

I recommend the Council vary the terms for the disposal  of a site comprising 77 sq. metres (.02 acres) or thereabouts at 166 Whitecliff, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16 as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. DCP 1238 to Brigid & Seamus McHale in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 and that the disposal now be subject to the following revised terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer :-

1. On completion of registration of title to the lands the Council will dispose of the fee simple interest in the plot comprising 77 sq. metres (.02 acres) or thereabouts at 166 Whitecliff, Ballyboden, Rathfarnham as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. DCP 1238.

2. The amount of compensation payable by the applicants is in the sum of €20,000.00 (twenty  thousand euro)

3. That the above proposal is subject to the applicants obtaining planning permission for the proposed  extension to the property.

4. That the applicant shall construct a suitable block wall, suitably capped and plastered along the new boundary. It should be noted that planning permission is required in respect of the construction of such a wall if it exceeds 2 metres in height where located behind the building line and 1.2 metres in height if in front of the building line.

5. That the applicant shall discuss and agree a proposal with the Council’s  Parks Department to replace a number of trees which will be lost as a result of the extension of the boundary of the property.

6. That each party shall be responsible for their own fees in the matter.

7. That the above proposal is subject to satisfactory proof of title.

8. That the above proposal is subject to the necessary approvals and consents being obtained.

9. No agreement enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until exchange of contracts  has taken place.

The lands to be disposed of form part of lands acquired from Appledon Investments Limited in 2003 for open space purposes.

J. Horan 

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0281/07)
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF LANDS AT GRANGE CASTLE BUSINESS PARK, CONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22 TO MICROSOFT IRELAND OPERATIONS LIMITED 
The following report, which was presented by Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Economic Development, was CONSIDERED:

“Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited (Microsoft), is a worldwide leader in the development of software, service and solutions technology products for home and business users. The Company has been operating in Ireland since 1985 and has over 1,200 full time staff and 700 full time contractors working in managing the Companies operations and product development. Microsoft has selected Ireland and Grange Castle Business Park specifically as the preferred location for the development of a major new international Data Centre which would be designed to meet the growing demand for Microsofts continuously expanding internet and online services around the world. The Data Centre is a centralised computer server, information storage and management facility designed and operated for the purpose of storing ,managing and distributing information to individuals, businesses and organisations.

I recommend that the Council dispose by way of a 999 year lease, of a site comprising of 18.9 acres or thereabouts at Grange Castle Business Park to the Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited, 70 Sir John Rogerson Quay, Dublin 2 for the purpose developing a Data Centre in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act,2000 and subject to the provision of Section 183 of the Local Government Act,2001 subject to the following terms and conditions:-

1. That the lands being disposed of comprise approximately 18.9 acres or thereabouts.  The precise boundaries, particularly the northern boundary have yet to be established.    A formal disposal map shall be prepared by the Council for inclusion with the legal documents but in the interim a draft plan for identification purposes drawing no. 02D-028_100 is annexed showing the site outlined in red.  The map will show 5 metre and 10 metre wayleave areas along the southern and eastern boundaries respectively (being the boundaries between the Microsoft site and the IAWS site, and the Microsoft site and the estate road to the front thereof). These will be required within the perimeter of the lands being disposed of to facilitate the future servicing by the Council of this site, the Business Park and any other lands.

2. That the consideration due to the Council shall be calculated on the basis of the sum of €600,000 (six hundred thousand euro) per acre (the “Purchase Price”), payable, as to the amounts described at (a), (b) and (c) below:-

(a) 10% of the Purchase Price on signing and exchange of a Contract for Sale / an Agreement for Lease in respect of the site. Such amount to be refunded in the event that the development proposed for the site does not receive full planning permission, and/ or in the event of any of the terms and conditions of the disposal not having been satisfied.

(b) 80% of the Purchase Price within 15 business days of date of Microsoft’s entry onto the site for the purpose of commencing construction works on foot of the final grant of planning permission (provided that, for the avoidance of doubt, Microsoft shall be entitled to carry out due diligence and engineering analysis activities (including, but not limited to geotechnical analysis and studies, soils testing, water analysis, site borings, environmental assessments, etc.) prior to the payment of this sum in accordance with any building licence to that effect as described in paragraph 5.

(c) The remaining 10% of the Purchase Price on the grant of the Master Lease which shall occur at the time and in the manner set out at 10 below.  

The Council shall be entitled to charge interest at a rate of eight per cent (8%) per annum on any outstanding sums in the event of failure by Microsoft to pay the foregoing sums on the above dates.  This interest rate penalty shall be calculated on a daily basis for any period of time deposits are outstanding without cause.

3. That the applicants must apply for full planning permission (and if requested provide an Environmental Impact Statement) for the entire development on the site not later than 30th September, 2007. The applicants shall forward to the Council within six months of the date of final grant of planning permission, and in any event, no later than one month prior to Microsoft commencing works on foot of the final grant of planning permission, a copy of the outline building programme for such works describing the key construction milestones.

4. That: (i) if the construction works (meaning site preparation and shell and core construction) have not commenced within six months of the date of final grant of planning permission for the development, or by 31 May 2008 whichever is the later, or such later date as may be agreed in writing with South Dublin County Council; or (ii) if shell and core construction works are not substantially completed in accordance with the final grant of planning permission within thirty (30) months from the date of commencement of such works then either party may by written notification on the other rescind the agreement for lease / contract for sale. And further that, in the event that the final grant of planning permission is issued containing conditions which Microsoft considers to be onerous, Microsoft may by written notification on the Council rescind the agreement for lease / contract for sale. In event of rescission on any of the foregoing grounds, any monies paid to the date thereof under 2 above shall be repaid to Microsoft without payment of interest.  It is acknowledged that construction of the data centre may occur on a staged basis and provided Microsoft have commenced and completed the first phase thereof within the time frames set out in this paragraph it will be deemed to have complied with its obligations herein.

5. That the Council shall enter into an agreement for lease or contract for sale in respect of the sale of the site to Microsoft (by way of grant of the Master Lease), based on and to give effect to these heads of terms, and which agreement / contract shall contain a licence authorising Microsoft to enter onto the site from the date thereof prior to the grant of the Master Lease, to carry out due diligence and site analysis (including, but not limited to geotechnical analysis and studies, soils testing, water analysis, site borings, environmental assessments, etc.) prior to the grant of final planning permission, and after the issue of such permission, to construct the data centre. The agreement / contract shall contain further reasonable obligations upon Microsoft with respect to that construction to ensure the satisfactory completion of the approved development on the site.

6. The applicant will be responsible for all planning levies and contributions payable in accordance with the Council’s Development Contribution Scheme made under the Planning and Development Act 2000.  The Contributions under the Scheme are payable prior to entry on to the site or as otherwise agreed by the Council.  The applicants must satisfy themselves as to the capacity of all services to service the proposed development. 

[A special Arts contribution fixed at 50 cent per square foot of gross building areas shall also apply payable no earlier than the grant of the Master Lease.] 

7. That all site investigations (including archaeological investigations), groundworks, overhead cable diversions, demolitions/site clearance/septic site removal (such works are subject to regulations and to obtaining the relevant statutory licences), services connections, development and associated costs incurred in the delivery of the entire completed development shall be borne by the applicants.  

8. That the applicants shall undertake not to use the site for any purposes other than that of due diligence and site analysis prior to the final grant of planning permission and thereafter for the purpose carrying out the proposed development, viz a data centre and related facilities and office accommodation which contain its substantial operations and subject to the terms of the “Master Lease” (see 11 below).  All buildings shall be occupied by the applicants or their tenants, agents, employees, invitees and/or assigns in accordance with the terms of the Master Lease. 

9. That the applicant shall build nothing (except with the prior written approval of the Council) on the site except the buildings shown on the approved drawings and for which Planning Permission has been granted, as outlined in condition 3. An architect’s certificate of practical completion confirming that the development has been completed in accordance with the approved plans and specification for which planning permission has been granted shall be submitted by the applicant and shall be appended to the Master Lease. A maintenance Plan for the external areas and buildings shall be submitted to the Council. 

10. That as soon as building works have reached eaves level (in other words the “topping-out” phase of construction, meaning that all foundations are in place, the structural system is erected and inspected, and the building is weather-tight with roof complete) in accordance with relevant planning permission(s) in the development on the site, and if the works have been carried out to the satisfaction of the County Architect acting reasonably, the Council will grant the applicants a lease of that site.  The lease shall be for a term of 999 years (commencing from a date to be agreed upon, but no earlier than the date of Practical Completion of the buildings thereon) subject to a rent of €500 per annum (exclusive of rates, taxes, and outgoings in respect of the site) which will be reviewed at the end of every 5 years of the term in line with any changes in the Irish Consumer Price Index.  The Council’s Solicitors shall draft the lease for approval by Microsoft’s Solicitors. The lease granted shall be known as the Master Lease (“Master Lease”).  The Master Lease shall provide that the lessee shall become a member of the management company for the Business Park, and shall pay the annual service charge described in accordance with the provisions of the Master Lease and appendices thereto. 

11. That the Agreement to Lease or contract for sale is not to operate as a lease and it shall not be transferable save in the case of a financial institution of good standing which has entered into a mortgage with the applicants specifically for the purposes of financing the applicants to undertake the development of the site.

12. That South Dublin County Council reserves the right, only to be exercised by the Council acting reasonably, to re-enter on the site and resume possession thereof should the applicants fail to commence and complete the buildings within the period specified at 4 above or in the event of the dissolution, bankruptcy or insolvency of the applicants save in the case where a Financial Institution which has entered into a mortgage with the applicants for the purposes of financing the development of the site and enforces its security against the site.  South Dublin County Council shall provide written notice of any intent to exercise this right and offer a 30 day cure period for rectification of any default on Microsoft’s part, including use of mediation/arbitration, or similar third-party intercession.

13. That during the building period and pending the grant of the Master Lease, the applicant will provide all reasonably required evidence of the ‘all risks’, public liability and employer’s liability insurance cover maintained by Microsoft for the construction period. It is acknowledged that following completion of the construction of the data centre, the building and all insurable risks associated therewith will be included in Microsoft’s self-insurance programme. All insurance will be subject to the approval of the Councils insurance advisors, acting reasonably.

The insurance shall, be in the joint names of the applicants and the Council, or shall contain an indemnity to principals clause, and will be for such an amount as will provide cover for the full Reinstatement Value of so much of the building as is erected at any time together with a sum for Professional Fees and removal of debris charges

The applicants shall also indemnify South Dublin County Council against any claim for compensation which might / may be made by any party arising out of building works being carried out on the site, or any working areas or on any access points thereto.

14. That the Council is and shall be carrying out extensive construction projects in the Business Park.  Both parties shall use their reasonable endeavours to ensure that any interaction between respective contractors employed to carry out any works including, but not limited to building or road works, is carried out in an open and transparent manner with engineers and liaison officers such as to ensure that no additional contract costs accrue to either party.

15. That no uncovered outdoor storage shall be permitted on the subject lands.  All processing, packing, waste disposal or recycling and such like operations shall be carried out within suitable structures or equipment such as compactors located on the premises in accordance with any statutory regulations or requirements in that regard.

16. That all car and commercial vehicle parking areas, loading areas and service areas must be suitably landscaped and screened from public view.  In this regard Microsoft shall carry out at the Applicant’s costs such boundary and landscape treatment works as the Council may reasonably require, bearing in mind the nature of the Park and provided that such works are not substantially more than required of any other occupiers of the Park during construction. Such works may, only where reasonable, be in addition to similar works required under a planning permission for development of the subject lands.  The applicants shall submit a copy of its landscaping and security plan to the Council’s Development Department prior to the grant of the Master Lease for approval. 

17. That each party shall be responsible for their own professional (ie. legal, engineering, architects, and other required consultants’) fees in this case.

18. That the applicants shall pay any V.A.T., stamp duty or taxes arising at any stage in this transaction (except where any lawful exemption or relief therefrom applies), including on the creation of a Building Licence (if any), an Agreement to Lease or contract for sale, and a Master Lease.

19. That the Councils Solicitors shall draft the agreements, contracts and leases and may include further reasonable terms and conditions as deemed appropriate to give effect to the heads of terms set out herein, including provision for use of an expert or arbitrator process to settle any disputes arising, as appropriate, in order to achieve a reasonable balance in the protection of the parties’ respective interests in the matter.  In the case of disputes concerning final measurement and valuation of the site for the purposes of calculating the Purchase Price, an arbitration clause shall refer to the appointment of a Chartered Valuation Surveyor to act as arbitrator.  This person to be appointed by agreement of the parties or in default of agreement to be appointed by the President of the Society of Chartered Surveyors in the Republic of Ireland.  The costs of any arbitration to be borne equally by the parties.  

20. That the applicants shall satisfy South Dublin County Council (acting reasonably) prior to exchange of the agreement for lease / contract for sale, that sufficient funds are available for the payment of the sums set out in paragraph 2 above, and prior to commencement of construction on foot of the final grant of planning permission or each phase thereof, to cover the capital costs of such construction or the relevant phase thereof as appropriate.

21. That the above proposal is subject to the necessary approvals and consents being obtained – in order to allow full construction activities.

22. No agreement enforceable at law is created or is intended to be created until an exchange of contracts has taken place.

The lands being disposed of were acquired in 1997 from Mary T Blaney, 1999 from M. Eager and in 2000 from Robert Beattie for future development of the Business Park. 

J. Horan, 

County Manager.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. Ridge and J. Daly.  

Mr. J. Walsh responded to the Members queries
The report was NOTED.

(C/0282/07) 
REPORT UNDER PART 8 OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 - 2003 - INFILL HOUSING AT DEERPARK, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24
The following report, which was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Housing, was CONSIDERED:

“Report on Public Notification Procedure Under Part 8 of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 - 2003 for the proposed construction of an infill housing project on lands at Deerpark, Cushlawn Dale, Tallaght, Dublin 24
A report in accordance with Article 81 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2003 was published on 27th April 2007 to construct an infill housing development of an 8 unit project on lands at Cushlawn Dale,comprising 2 no. single-storey, two bedroom units, 6 no. two-storey, two bedroom units.The works to include alterations to the existing on-street parking layout, new off street parking, new boundary treatments and all necessary associated ancillary works at Cushlawn Dale, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

Plans and particulars of the development were made available for inspection by the public for four weeks until Friday 25th May , 2007 and a further two weeks until Monday 11th June 2007 was allowed for the making of written submissions and observations to the Council in relation to the matter.

Site layout and Drawings 

Project Summary 
No submission or objections were received for this proposed development.

This report was noted at the Tallaght ACM of Monday the 25th June 2007 , where the road layout was discussed. As the proposed development is in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable of the area , it is proposed to proceed with the development.”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor M. Corr.
Mr. F. Nevin responded to the Member’s queries.

The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the proposed development be carried out as recommended in the Manager’s Report.
(C/0283/07) 
PART 8 REPORT - GREEN  ROUTE QBC 

The following report, which was presented by Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transportation, was CONSIDERED:

“AMENDMENT TO REPORT TO TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE MEETING ON 5TH JUNE 2007.

The Part 8 report (attached to the end of this report) on the above scheme was agreed by the Members at the Terenure-Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting of 5th June 2007. The report identified four written submissions received as part of the Public Consultation process and addressed the issues raised therein. 

Subsequent to the Area Committee Meeting, a further written submission, from the Glendoher and District Residents Association, was identified as having been submitted in advance of the closing date, consideration of which was inadvertently omitted from the report presented to the members on 5th June, and is set out hereunder by way of  amendment to the report already circulated.

This submission and the Roads Department’s response thereto were discussed with the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee on Monday 11th June 2007.

REPORT ON SUBMISSION FROM GLENDOHER & DISTRICT RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION:

The Residents Association makes a number of points relating to the Ballyboden Village Plan and the Green Route Road Improvement Scheme rather than the QBC scheme the subject of the present consultation. 

The Residents Association also refers to the Sandyford Land Use and Transportation Study prepared by Faber Maunsell Consultants on behalf of Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council, and the QBC proposals contained therein. 

The Residents Association makes a number of points in relation to the Green Route QBC proposal in relation to its status within the overall QBC network (QBN), as well as the provision of bus shelters and other street furniture, and requests that operation of the QBC should be deferred until additional bus services between Tallaght and Sandyford are publicly announced by Dublin Bus to minimize impact of available road space in the interim.

RESPONSE:

Matters relating to the Ballyboden Village Plan, the Green Route road improvement scheme and the Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown Sandyford Land Use & Transportation Study are outside the scope of the present scheme, though it may be noted that all three have been the subject of public consultation undertaken and approved separately by both Councils. 

On the matters relating directly to the proposed QBC scheme:

Status within QBC Network:

The bus lanes are being provided as part of the Quality Bus Network strategic plan developed by the DTO as part of A Platform for Change 2000-2016. 

Design & location of Bus Shelters and other Street Furniture:

Discussions will be held at local level prior to finalising of bus stop locations. However, the design and provision of bus shelters is a matter for the bus companies and their agents, and subject to planning permission. The provision of street furniture is outside the scope of the QBC scheme, but may be addressed in the Ballyboden Village Plan.   

Deferral of QBC pending announcement of Additional Bus Services: 

It is envisaged that with the introduction of bus lanes on this route and the large amount of development in the area, both ongoing and planned, bus operators will be encouraged to provide more buses in order to improve the service. In the interim, the proposed QBC scheme will provide improved facilities for existing bus services, including the scheduled Dublin Bus services and private buses.

 

As the available road space for vehicles other than buses will not be affected by the introduction of the proposed bus lanes, there will be no adverse impact on congestion or journey times for general traffic and, accordingly, there would be no advantage to be gained by deferring operation of the QBC. 

SUMMARY:
The proposed Green Route Quality Bus Corridor (Taylor’s Lane and Grange Road) is in accordance with the 2004-2010 County Development Plan and with the proper planning and development of the area. It is therefore proposed to proceed with the Quality Bus Corridor. The bus priority scheme measures will be designed by the Quality Bus Network Project Office. It is envisaged that 33 % of the total scheme costs (road construction and QBC costs) will be provided under the Dublin Transportation Office Traffic Management Grants Scheme.

It is now proposed to proceed with the scheme as advertised.

MEETING OF TERENURE-RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE 1

Tuesday, 5 June, 2007

HEADED ITEM No. 8

Planning and Development Act 2000

Part 8 Planning and Development Regulations 2001

The Green Route Quality Bus Corridor

(Taylor’s Lane and Grange Road)

Introduction

Part 8 of the Local Government Planning and Development Regulations 2001 outlines the requirements in respect of certain classes of Local Authority Developments.  These regulations apply to the proposed Green Route Quality Bus Corridor (Taylor’s Lane and Grange Road).

The Quality Bus Corridor scheme will consist of the following:

· Changing road markings to omit the central hatching in the existing design and provide a 3 m wide bus lane in one direction.

· Reduce the traffic lane width from 3.5 m to 3.25 m.

· The bus lanes are to be operational between 07.00 hours and 19.00 hours, Monday to Saturday, between Ballyboden Road and Whitechurch Road and, be operational for 24 hours, Monday to Sunday, between Whitechurch Road and Highfield Avenue.

· The provision of approximately 730 m of bus lane in the eastbound direction and 945 m of bus lane in the westbound direction. 

· No changes in the total width of the carriageway or cycle tracks.

· No changes to any of the junction design. 

The intention of the scheme is to:

· Ensure a quick and reliable bus service capable of providing consistent journey times. Hence, improving on bus journey times.

· Make better use of the available road space.

· Establish a high profile identity for bus services using the corridor.

· Form part of a proposed orbital route between Tallaght and Sandyford Area.

The overall impacts of proposal are: 

· The provision of improved facilities for buses. 

· There will be significant time-savings for a large number of bus passengers.

· There will be no significant impact on journey times for general traffic or reduction in capacity.

· There will be no impact on cycle facilities.

Public Consultation Process

The proposal was advertised in the Irish Independent and The Echo in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 and was on public display from Thursday 12th April 2007 to Friday 11th May 2007 at:

· South Dublin County Council Offices, County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

· Whitechurch Library, Taylor’s Lane, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16.

Any person wishing to make a submission or observations with respect to the proposed development, dealing with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area in which the development would be situated was invited to do so. The latest date for the receipt of submissions was before 4:30 p.m. on Friday 25th May 2007.

Written submissions

4 submissions were received as follows:

1. Angela Walsh, 21 Glenmore Court, Ballyboden, Dublin 16.

2. Derek Peppard, Dublin Cycling Campaign (2 submissions).

3. Susan Craven, Management information Co-ordinator, Information Systems, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4.

4. Philip Farrell, Moyville Lawn, Residents Association.

Report on Submissions

1. Ms Angela Walsh

Ms Walsh is delighted to see that the area will have footpaths. 

Response:

Comments noted.

2. Mr Derek Peppard

Mr Peppard raised two points in his submissions:

a. The first submission relates to the westbound off road cycle track from Highfield Avenue to “The Eden” public house. He recommends that the cycle track be brought on road and proceed adjacent to the kerb line with the bus lane as this will provide the full right of way for cyclists when crossing junctions.

b. The second submission also relates to the westbound cycle track at Ballyboden Roundabout. Mr Peppard feels that the cyclists should be directed away from the kerbline, before entering the roundabout. 

Response:

The Quality Bus Network Project Office (QBNPO) is only proposing changes to the road markings of the existing design in order to accommodate bus lanes within the cross section of the designed carriageway. It is not proposing amendments to the cycle tracks as designed and approved by South Dublin County Council. It should be noted, however, that the cycle tracks have been designed to tie into the existing cycle tracks at both the east and west ends of the scheme.

3. Ms Susan Craven

Ms Craven would like to see a new bus service from Rathfarnham to Ballsbridge area where she is currently working. At present she has to use the 15b bus service into town and then take another bus or walk to Ballsbridge. This whole journey takes between 1.5 – 2hrs. 

Response:

The bus lanes are being provided as part of the Quality Bus Network, which is a strategic plan developed by the DTO as part of A Platform for Change 2000-2006.

It is envisaged that with the introduction of bus lanes on this route and the large amount of development in the area, both ongoing and planned, Dublin Bus will provide more buses in order to improve the service.

It should also be noted that this section of the Green Route QBC is the first phase in the development of a QBC which will link the Sandyford Area with Tallaght and will therefore provide the infrastructure necessary to allow the introduction of a much improved bus service to the area. This QBC will also link with the bus lanes on Wyckham Way, which provides a direct link to the LUAS at Dundrum.

4. Mr Philip Farrell

Mr Farrell doesn’t see the need to introduce a bus lane in Taylor’s Lane as he claims that there are not enough buses which currently uses this route. He also commented that if the bus lanes are commissioned then traffic congestion in the area will increase.

Response: 

The bus lanes are being provided as part of the Quality Bus Network, which is a strategic plan developed by the DTO as part of A Platform for Change 2000-2006.

It is envisaged that with the introduction of bus lanes on this route and the large amount of development in the area, both ongoing and planned, Dublin Bus will provide more buses in order to improve the service.

The proposed QBC is designed to be part of the realignment scheme that is currently under construction.The bus lanes are introduced in the scheme to provide improved facilities for existing bus services. These include the scheduled Dublin Bus services and private buses. The QBNPO is proposing to change the road markings only in the existing design and not to change the layout of the traffic lanes as designed. The available road space for vehicles other than buses will not be curtailed as part of the provision of bus priority measures and will therefore have no impact on journey times for general traffic and should reduce congestion by providing an alternative mode of transport for the car.

Summary
The proposed Green Route Quality Bus Corridor (Taylor’s Lane and Grange Road) is in accordance with the 2004-2010 County Development Plan and with the proper planning and development of the area. It is therefore proposed to proceed with the Quality Bus Corridor. The bus priority scheme measures will be designed by the Quality Bus Network Project Office. It is envisaged that 33 % of the total scheme costs (road construction and QBC costs) will be provided under the Dublin Transportation Office Traffic Management Grants Scheme.

It is recommended that the scheme be implemented.”
Link to Map
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor T. McDermott.
Mr. F. Coffey, responded to the Member’s queries.

The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the proposed development be carried out as recommended in the Manager’s Report.
(C/0284/07) 
PART 8 REPORT ROWLAGH  VILLAGE IMPROVEMENT SCHEME
The following report, which was presented by Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transportation, was CONSIDERED:

“Planning and Development Act 2000

Part 8 Planning and Development Regulations 2001

ROWLAGH VILLAGE IMPROVEMENT SCHEME.

The attached report was considered at the Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting (1) on Tuesday 19th June 2007.   This report recommended that the scheme be implemented subject to the following 6 modifications:-

1. It is proposed to install double yellow lines at  the Neilstown Road/Collinstown Road    

junction (Finches).

2. A separate access and egress to Aras Rualach will be provided.

3.  A footpath will be installed at both entrances to Aras Rualach.

4.  6 car parking spaces will be reserved for Aras Rualach.

5.  Bollards will be provided to the front and side of Aras Rualach.

6. The bus stops will be located in half bus-bays in order to allow vehicles to overtake.

Following consideration of the report it was recommended by the Committee that the scheme be implemented in accordance with the report.

It is now proposed to proceed with the scheme as modified.

MEETING OF LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE(1)

TUESDAY, 19TH JUNE, 2007

HEADED ITEM NO. 8

REPORT ON PART 8 OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 – ROWLAGH VILLAGE IMPROVEMENT SCHEME.

INTRODUCTION:

Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 prescribes the requirements in respect of certain classes of Local Authority Developments. The Regulations apply to the proposed ROWLAGH VILLAGE IMPROVEMENT SCHEME.

DESCRIPTION OF SCHEME AS ADVERTISED:

· 41 on road car-parking spaces;

· 36 car parking spaces off road in front of Áras Rualach;

· 5 Speed ramps;

· New signal controlled crossing on the Neilstown Road; 

· Raised paved area along frontage to shops on Collinstown Road;

· Provision of central island on Neilstown Road, broken in the vicinity of bus-stops;

· Shared footpath and cyclepath to the west of Neilstown Road in the vicinity of the proposed parking;

· Provision of over-run strip on roundabout;

· Provision of bollards in the vicinity of paved area on Collinstown Road;

· Provision of Titan kerbs around roundabout to prevent illegal parking.

CONSULTATION PROCESS:

The Rowlagh Village Improvement Scheme was advertised in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, in the Irish Independent and The Echo on Thursday, 3rd April 2007.  The scheme went on public display on Thursday 3rd April 2007 to Friday 4th May 2007 at the offices of South Dublin County Council, County Hall, Tallaght, Civic Offices Ninth Lock Road, Clondalkin and Clondalkin Library, Monastery Road, Clondalkin. 

The closing date for submissions was Friday 18th May 2007.

SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED:

8 Submissions were received - one of which was received after the closing date. A schedule of the submissions is attached to this report and a file containing the submissions is available at the meeting.

A meeting was held with representatives of Aras Rualach on the 23rd April 2007.  

ISSUES RAISED AND ROADS DEPARTMENT REPLIES TO THE SUBMISSIONS:

	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by:  Councillor (1)

	1.
	Submission
	Requesting provision of measures to prevent illegal parking in the  vicinity of Finches public house.

	1.
	Response
	The Scheme includes the provision of Titan kerbs and bollards to prevent illegal parking at this location.  It is also proposed to install double yellow lines at this location.

	Concerns

Expressed         Submission by: Individual (2);(5)

	2
	Submission
	Supporting scheme - proposed works will make the area much safer for everyone especially pedestrians.

	2
	Response
	Noted.

	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Aras Rualach (3); Councillor on behalf of Aras Rualach (4)

	3.
	Submission
	(a) Requesting the provision of separate access to and egress from Aras Rualach.

(b) Requesting the provision of footpaths at both entrances to Aras Rualach.

(c) Requesting measures to prevent illegal parking in the vicinity of Supervalu.

(d) Requesting the provision of bollards alongside the side wall of Aras Rualach to prevent cars accessing the footpath.

(e) Requesting provision of reserved parking spaces for Aras Rualach in the proposed car park.

(f) Requesting provision of bollards to prevent parking on grass verge in front of Aras Rualach.

	3.
	Response
	(a) A separate access and egress to Aras Rualach will be provided.

(b)  A footpath will be installed at both entrances to Aras Rualach.

(c)Consideration will be given to the installation of bollards at this location.

(d) Bollards will be provided at this location.

(e) 6 car parking spaces will be reserved for Aras Rualach.

(f) Bollards will be provided at this location.

	Concerns

Expressed         Submission by: Lucan Gardai (6):Councillor (8)

	4.
	Submission
	Requesting the provision of Double yellow lines at the Neilstown Road/Collinstown Road junction (Finches).

	4.
	Response
	It is also proposed to install double yellow lines at this location.

	Concerns

Expressed         Submission by: Dublin Fire Brigade (7)

	5.
	Submission
	Requesting that speed cushions be installed instead of ramps.

	5.
	Response
	Speed cushions are not considered appropriate as their speed reduction impact is inadequate for the village environment.

However, the length of the proposed ramps on Neilstown Road will be lengthened in order to ensure that emergency vehicles can negotiate the route safely.




                                                  RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the scheme be implemented subject to the following 6 modifications:






Modifications:

1.  It is proposed to install double yellow lines at  the Neilstown Road/Collinstown Road    

junction (Finches).

2. A separate access and egress to Aras Rualach will be provided.

3.  A footpath will be installed at both entrances to Aras Rualach.

4.  6 car parking spaces will be reserved for Aras Rualach.

5.  Bollards will be provided to the front and side of Aras Rualach.

6. The bus stops will be located in half bus-bays in order to allow vehicles to overtake.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the County Council for decision. 

        LIST OF SUBMISSIONS

1. Councillor Trevor Gilligan (email)

2. William Hanley (SuperValu Rowlagh) 
3. Aras Rualach (Community Workspace Ltd.), 

4. Cllr Trevor Gilligan on behalf of Aras Rualach (Community Workspace Ltd.), 

5. William Hanley. SuperValu Rowlagh, 

6. Gardai (Lucan)

7. Dublin Fire Brigade, 

8. Cllr Robert Dowds (late)”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors R. Dowds and T. Ridge.

Mr. F. Coffey responded to the Members queries.

The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the proposed development be carried out as recommended in the Manager’s Report.
(C/0285/07) 
REPORT ON  PUBLIC NOTIFICATION  PROCEDURE UNDER PART  8 OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT  REGULATIONS 2001 – 2003 FOR THE PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION  OF A SHELTERED  HOUSING  DEVELOPMENT  AT VALHALLA, WATERY  LANE , CLONDALKIN,  DUBLIN 22.
The following, which was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Housing, was CONSIDERED:
“The following Report was noted by the members of the Lucan-Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting on 26th June 2007.
‘A notice in accordance with Article 81 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2003 was published in the national press on 3rd May 2007 for the development of an integrated sheltered housing project of 10 no. dwelling units and 1 no. office/staff unit on approximately .15 Ha(.37 acres) land, bounded by Watery Lane to the west, rear gardens of Castle Grove Estate to the east, private facility to the north and single storey detached house to the south. The proposal comprises the demolition of an existing dwelling house on the site and the construction of:
· 5 no. 1 bed ground floor units (including 4 no. special needs units) and 1 no. office/ staff room
· 4 no. 1 bed first floor units
· 1 no. 2 bed duplex on first and second floor
 All units will be fully accessible with own door access. The works to include; infrastructure, hard and soft landscaping works, and all necessary associated ancillary works on the site. 
Plans and particulars of the development were placed on display at the headquarters of South Dublin County Council, County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24 and at the Civic Offices, Clondalkin, Dublin 22, until Thursday 31 May 2007. A further period of two weeks was allowed for receipt of written submissions or observations with respect to this matter dealing with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area in which the development would be situated.
1.    There was one written submission from Martin O'Shea, 23 Riversdale Green, Clondalkin which relates to anti-social behaviour on  Watery Lane and claims that the provision of social housing on Watery Lane would have a negative influence on the local environment.  
The purpose of this proposed development is to enhance the quality of the built environment along Watery Lane and the location is ideally situated for fully accessible living accommodation close to the village amenities and public transport.

2.   In the course of the Part 8 Consultation a number of requests were made to the Council following meetings on site with Housing Department, which were referred to the Architectural Services Department;
2.1   Meeting with Mr. Joe Mannion of the local Scouts Organisation which has a facility to the immediate north of the Council's site. He was briefed by Mr. Brian McCormack of Philip Brunkard and Associates. They had a number of issues which can be summarised as follows: 
They are working on plans to build a two storey extension to the scout hall in the immediate area between the Council's site boundary and the existing building. They are concerned that the Council's proposal would prejudice their future plans. They have therefore suggested that the following changes be made to the Council's proposal:
(A) That the bathrooms to the first floor units be moved to the northern elevation and the windows having obscure glass would minimise overlooking;
(B)  That the balcony of the unit in the north western corner be removed as there is already one balcony facing west in this unit.
(C)  That access to the kitchen area of this north western unit be clarified as it appears that there is no doorway to this area.
(A)  The configeration as displayed for Part 8 is the optimum layout as required for the special needs provision on the ground floor and also for full accessability on the first floor. It is not feasible in that context to move the bathrooms. However it is proposed to alter the fenestration on the northern boundary to minimise the potential for overlooking by any directly opposing windows at first floor level, as noted on attached drawing. 02A. These changes together with an appropriate design approach in relation to any proposed future development of the expansion of the Scout's Den will not unduly prejudice such a development on the site adjacent to the northern boundary.
(B)  The balcony of the unit in the north east corner was designed to allow the bedroom window to face N/NW away from the adjacent property. The Council proposes to provide screening to detail on the north east face to prevent  overlooking of the Scout Hall (Noted on attached drawing. 02A)
(C)  The access to the kitchen is from the living room.  This has been clarified on the attached drawing 02A.
2.2   Meeting with a number of residents of the units on Castle Grove which back onto the site - namely house numbers 37,39 41 and 43 Castle Grove. Following a number of general queries a claim was made that an area to the rear of the Valhalla property was the subject of a claim by them as to it's ownership.
Other concerns raised by the residents included whether the Council proposed to remove the existing large evergreen type trees on site - they were informed that the Council had no specific plans but would be guided by the advice of the Council's Parks Department and it's Architects.
If residents had any proposals in this regard they were invited to submit them. The resident of no. 43 had a particular concern and claimed that some years ago a tree fell and knocked the boundary wall between the properties. 
Finally it was claimed that the measurements shown on the drawing were incorrect.  A resident of number 39 claimed that he had measured his rear garden from the existing older rear wall of his property and that it was some 21.6 meters to the end of his rear garden.    
The Council understands the preference of the existing residents to retain as much of the existing wall and trees as practicable.  It is not proposed as part of this Part 8 proposal to carry out any work to the part of the existing boundary which is in the ownership of the residents. However any decaying or hazardous trees and the existing overgrowth will have to be removed and will be replaced with appropriate trees and underplanting.  The Council will undertake to consult further with these residents to further minimise any impact which this proposed development may have on their existing properties.
Regarding the measurement from the rear of no. 39 to the proposed development this was indeed noted incorrectly on the original plans. The measurement is 21.6m from the rear of the dwelling to the rear wall [as per O.S. Map]  Therefore, the overall distance from the rear of the dwelling to the rear of the single storey element of the proposed development is 26.3m approx. This has been amended on the attached drawing 01A.

As the proposed Scheme, as modified, is in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, it is proposed to proceed with the development in accordance with the noted amendments on the attached drawings.’
Subsequent to the Lucan-Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting of 26th June 2007 a number of further written submissions were identified as having been submitted in advance of the closing date.  Many of the issues raised in these submissions were covered in meetings held in the area with the Council’s Housing Department as referred to in the Report presented to the Lucan-Clondalkin Area Committee but for clarity all of the issues raised have been examined by the Council’s Architectural Services Department and a further Report prepared.  Four additional submissions were received from the following residents of Castle Grove, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.

Bernard Timmins, 35 Castle Grove, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.

Austin and Catherine Walsh, 37 Castle Grove, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.

Patrick O’Doherty, 39 Castle Grove, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.

Margaret Walsh, 43 Castle Grove, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.

Philip Brunkard & Associates on behalf of St. Killians Group, Scouting Ireland.

The comments received from the above together with the Council’s response are summarised below:

Items I & 2 – relate to the Consultation Process

Items 3, 4, 5 & 6 – relate to Land Ownership

Item 7 – Relate to Landscaping

Items 8 to 14 – relate to privacy and overlooking

1.
Claim that there had not been a public consultation process regarding the

development.

The Council conducted a full Part 8 consultation process which was advertised in both the national and local press, plans placed on display and submissions invited.  This report and consideration of the matter by the Council here today is part of the process.

2. Claim that the proposal does not offer sufficient assurances on who will actually be accommodated in the dwellings and that the wording of the proposed development as sheltered could reduce the value of property.

In accordance with the Capital Assistance Scheme occupiers of the units will be nominated by the Council to the Housing Association who will allocate the properties from housing applicants included in it’s Housing Needs Assessment.  It will primarily be for those housing applicants who have physical disabilities.

3. Dispute of boundaries at land to the back of Castle Grove properties and Valhalla housing.

The Council does not propose to carry out works outside of land in it’s ownership and to which it holds title.

4. Claim that a 4-6 m wide strip of dead land which is an old river bed between Castle Grove and Valhalla is being taken and built on without consultation with residents adjoining this land and who have been tendering it over the past number of years.

The Council does not propose to carry out works outside of land in it’s ownership and to which it holds title.  The land referred to above is outside the boundaries of the gardens and included in the lands owned by the Council and shown as such on the map which accompanies the deeds. (see 7 below).

5. Claim that dwelling type A at the south east of the development is being built in the back gardens of both 37 & 39 Castle Grove.  Plans show a 21.6 m distance between Dwelling A and 37 & 30 Castle Grove, when actual garden length in 37 & 39 is 23 m.


As noted in the original report “the measurement from the rear of no 39 to the proposed development was indeed noted incorrectly. The measurement is 21.6 m from rear of dwelling to rear wall [as per O.S. Map]. Therefore the overall distance from the rear of the dwelling to the rear of the single storey element of the proposed development is 26.3 m approx. This has been amended on the attached drawing 01A.”

The development will not encroach into any adjoining properties. See also item 3 above.

6. Claim that the proposed plans have no proper measurements, that they are all approximate and that residents need to have the exact measurements as to how far they are from their property.

All measurements within the adjoining properties were taken from the Ordnance Survey Map [ref 3326-04].  As they are not measured to the nearest cm they have been described as approximate.

7. Claim that the proposal would see existing trees being taken down resulting in severe loss of privacy for some of the existing residences of Castle Grove and would be completely exposed to Watery Lane.

Very few of the existing trees will need to be removed  and landscaping and tree-planting enhancement will be an integral part of the development. 

8. Request that all first storey dwellings keep their bathrooms facing south as this would help preserve the privacy of the residents of Castle Grove as they would not be overlooked by the residents of Valhalla.

Overlooking does not arise in this instance.

9. Claim that the plans for the accommodation layout have been requested to be changed to accommodate the scouts’ hall which would mean the residents of Castle Grove would be totally overlooked and that this would result in loss of privacy.

There is NO intention to change the layout of the plans.  We will examine the nature of the fenestration to balance the potential for the scouts with the quality of life of the new residents

10. Claim that the proposal would see the erection of a dwelling too close to existing residents of Castle Grove and substantially closer than the current dwelling which has been there for over 40 years.

The distance from the proposed building and the dwellings on Castle Grove exceeds the 22 metre setback from building to building for overlooking/privacy as recommended in the County Development Plan 2004 – 2010.

11. The development would see erection of two and three storey dwellings on a site where there is currently only a single storey dwelling.

The site is in an urban area where higher densities are permitted. Optimum use of the site should be made. Other buildings in the vicinity are also two storeys. The small 3 storey element of the building is facing Watery Lane on the West of the site and as such is a minimum of 50 metres distance from the rear walls of the dwellings on Castle Grove.

12. Claim that proposal for a 3 storey dwelling would leave property completely overlooked and left with little privacy in back garden.

The distance from the proposed building and the dwellings on Castle Grove exceeds the 22 metre setback from building to building for overlooking/privacy as recommended in the County Development Plan 2004 – 2010.

13. Request that the second storey east facing bedroom window in Dwelling E be moved to the south facing wall.

See items 10 & 11 above. However the Council will review the design of the fenestration to this façade.

Resident of no. 43 stated that her home has never been overlooked and strongly objected to the proposal. 

See Items 10 & 11 above.

14. Request for a 2.4M wall between the development and the Scouts.

A boundary wall of 1.8 - 2.0 metres in height is proposed at this boundary but there is no objection to increasing its height to 2.4M

As the proposed development is in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area it is proposed to proceed with the development in accordance with the noted amendments on the attached drawings and any review noted above.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors R. Dowds, S. O’Connor, T. Gilligan and T. Ridge.

Mr. F. Nevin responded to the Members queries.
The Mayor, Cllr. B. Gogarty informed the meeting that he had received a motion in the name of Councillor R. Dowds in relation to this matter.

It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:

“That South Dublin County Council agrees to provide an 8ft high wall between the proposed Valhalla development and the rear of the gardens behind the relevant Castle Grove houses either as a replacement of the existing wall or immediately behind it and provided there is agreement between the residents about the matter.”
The motion was PASSED. 
The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the proposed development be carried out as recommended in the Manager’s Report, including the proposal as outlined in the terms of the motion.
(C/0286/07)  a)KILDARE RAIL ROUTE PROJECT SUPPLEMENTARY DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTION SCHEME;  
b)  LIFFEY VALLEY LOCAL AREA PLAN;   
c) CLONBURRIS SDZ PLANNING SCHEME AND LOCAL AREA PLAN
Due to their related nature it was AGREED to take H12, H13 and H14 together.
The following reports by the Manager, which were presented by Mr. P. Hogan, Senior Planner, were CONSIDERED:

a) KILDARE RAIL ROUTE PROJECT SUPPLEMENTARY DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTION SCHEME

“Section 49, Planning and Development Act 2000

Proposed Supplementary Development Contributions Scheme (SDCS)

Kildare Route Project (KRP) 

Section 49 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 empowers a Planning Authority to levy supplementary development contribution(s) in respect of a development proposal which will benefit as a result of significant public expenditure on major infrastructural projects, such as new rail infrastructure.

It is Government policy to seek to maximise such development contributions and the Department of Transport and Irish Rail have requested South Dublin County Council to consider a Supplementary Development Contribution Scheme in respect of the Kildare Route Project.

Paragraph 7.6.5 of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004-10 states: ‘The Council will seek to develop and implement a supplementary development contributions scheme as provided under section 49 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, with a view to upgrading the rail corridor within the South Dublin Area.  The proposed upgrade will have a significant beneficial impact on proposed developments within the vicinity of the railway, particularly those at or adjacent to the proposed stations, where high density development is envisaged on the assumption that the rail connections will be put in place.’

Preparation of a statutory Section 49 Supplementary Development Contributions Scheme commenced in Autumn 2006 and a draft Scheme was completed by early 2007. In Spring 2007, The Planning Department commissioned an independent Economic Consultant with relevant experience to advise on setting the levy rate for the Scheme. It was determined that the levy set must meet a number of criteria.  These are:- 

· It must be set at a level that will raise revenue with a present value that is adequate to finance in part construction of the infrastructure;

· The amount raised must be proportionate to the service that is provided by the Kildare Route Project;

· It must not inhibit the competitive position of South Dublin by diverting development  to other areas;

· The present value of the projected revenue must be an appropriate portion of the increase in property values that has been calculated.

In terms of the advice provided, the analysis concluded that the rate to be levied should be greater than those used on the Dunboyne-Clonsilla (Dublin-Navan) rail line, but somewhat below those applied in the light rail schemes that have been developed for the Luas extension to Cherrywood and proposed Metro North.  The levy must also not exceed an appropriate percentage of the value created in any property category and must not place South Dublin at a disadvantage relative to other areas where a SDCS is proposed.

Commencement of public display of the proposed Kildare Route Project SDCS was noted by the Lucan-Clondalkin Area Committee on 19 June 2007.  Local Area Committee members requested that the commencement of the statutory public display period be deferred to August 2007 in order to ensure that it runs into September, i.e. beyond the Summer holiday period.

The purpose of this report is to inform the County Council that in accordance with Section 49 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), it is intended that formal public display of the proposed Supplementary Development Contribution Scheme for the Kildare Route Project will commence during August 2007. 

The Kildare Route Project (KRP) comprises the provision of two extra tracks to create a four-track system along approximately 13km of the existing Dublin-Kildare railway line and also includes:-

· the provision of a number of new train stations;

· the relocation of a number of existing stations;

· the demolition or reconstruction of a number of existing vehicular over-bridges;

· the reconstruction or refurbishment of existing footbridges along the route.

Iarnrod Eireann have advised that the total cost of the works and land acquisitions to take place within the South Dublin County Council area estimated at €219,250,000 (2006 prices). This figure does not include Adamstown Station or land within Adamstown required for the KRP – these are being directly provided by the Adamstown developers and are subject to separate agreement between Irish Rail and the Adamstown Developer Consortium.

The area to which the proposed SDCS will apply has been defined in accordance with international study and experience and existing Section 49 schemes as “property that will be suitable for development or redevelopment within the next 30 years and is within 1 km distance from the proposed KRP route”.  There are 1,783 hectares of land within the catchment area subject to the Scheme.

The Scheme sets out the basis for the determination of the contributions which are payable and indicates the amount of the contribution per residential unit or per square metre retail/commercial of each class of development. These are as follows;

Contribution Rates in 2007 Prices

	Category
	Rate



	Residential
	€1,900 per unit

	Commercial
	€22.35 per m2

	Retail
	€29.00 per m2


This commercial rate is the same as the rate for Metro North Schemes in Fingal and Dublin City while the residential and retail rate is 75% and 90% of these rates respectively.  These lower rates are warranted on the basis of the lower overall impact of the infrastructure on property prices when compared to the light rail systems.

The estimated value of the scheme using the recommended rates is €57.5 million i.e. 26% of the capital costs incurred in the South Dublin area.  The levy amounts to 16.2% of the value created using mid-range estimates.  
The detailed implementation of the Scheme is subject to an agreement between the Planning Authority and Iarnród Éireann. 

Further to formal notification of the commencement of public display, there is a minimum period of six weeks during which submissions or observations in respect of the proposed Scheme may be made by any interested party. The County Manager then has four weeks in which to prepare a report, with recommendations, in respect of the submissions or observations received. The County Council, as Planning Authority then has a maximum of six weeks to determine the Scheme.

The likely timescale for the Plan determination process is therefore as follows:-

Public Display and Submissions

13 August – 23 September 2007

Preparation of Manager’s Report
24 September – 21 October 2007

Council Determination


22 October – 2 December 2007

Council Decision 


by 2 December 2007”
 
b) LIFFEY VALLEY LOCAL AREA PLAN 
“PROPOSED LIFFEY VALLEY TOWN CENTRE LOCAL AREA PLAN
The Liffey Valley Shopping Centre site is zoned as a ‘Town Centre’ in the South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004-10.

Specific Local Objective No. 17 of the South Dublin County Development Plan is to ‘Ensure that the Liffey Valley Town Centre at Quarryvale is developed in accordance with a detailed master plan to be approved by the Council prior to any addition to the Centre being permitted, and that all such development is consistent with the approved master plan. The master plan shall provide for upgrading of the urban form of the Town Centre area to provide for the development of new streets and civic spaces, and a range of people – intensive uses appropriate to a town centre, (including retail, commercial, residential, recreational, community and cultural activities) based on high quality urban design’
Preparation of a statutory Local Area Plan for Liffey Valley Town Centre commenced in April 2006.  Pre-plan consultation was undertaken in June and July 2006 and the outcome reported to the Lucan-Clondalkin Area Committee in September 2006.  Further consultation meetings with local stakeholders took place in December 2006.  Local elected members were invited to briefings in April and October 2006 and in March 2007.  

Commencement of public display of the proposed Local Area Plan was noted by the Lucan-Clondalkin Area Committee on 19 June 2007.  Local Area Committee members requested that the commencement of the statutory public display period be deferred to August 2007 in order to ensure that it runs into September, i.e. beyond the Summer holiday period.

The purpose of this report is to inform the Council in accordance with Section 20 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), that it is intended that formal public display of the proposed Local Area Plan for Liffey Valley Town Centre will commence during August 2007. 

Further to formal notification of the commencement of public display, there is a minimum period of six weeks during which submissions or observations in respect of the proposed Plan may be made by any interested party. The County Manager then has a maximum period of six weeks in which to prepare a report, with recommendations, in respect of the submissions or observations received. The County Council, as Planning Authority then has a maximum of six weeks to determine the Local Area Plan.

The likely timescale for the Plan determination process is therefore as follows:-

Public Display and Submissions

13 August – 23 September 2007

Preparation of Manager’s Report

24 September – 4 November 2007

Council Determination


5 November – 16 December 2007

Council Decision 



by mid December 2007

The proposed Local Area Plan/Strategic Development Zone Planning Scheme for Clonburris has been prepared concurrently and is intended to follow the same timescale for Council determination as above.  This is to ensure that two major development areas in close proximity are considered in a co-ordinated and strategic manner.  

In addition, the proposed Local Area Plan for Liffey Valley will be displayed in public after the Rail Procurement Agency (RPA) has announced the preferred Metro West route.  This is the proposed orbital metro line that will link Tallaght with the Dublin Airport Metro line - ‘Metro North’.  The RPA has confirmed the preferred alignment for Metro West.
The proposed Local Area Plan strategy is to facilitate the development of three linked development ‘cores’, or public spaces focused on civic/community, retail and residential uses, on lands immediately adjoining the existing shopping centre.  These cores will integrate with existing development and provide new nucleii for more mixed, people intensive uses in accordance with the County Development Plan objective for Liffey Valley.

The proposed Local Area Plan is supported by a detailed traffic and transport assessment incorporating a major traffic modelling exercise.  Over the past year, the Council Planning and Transportation Departments have engaged specialist traffic and transport consultants to advise on the traffic and transport elements of the proposed Local Area Plan.  

In addition, the Planning Department commissioned a specialist retail study of the County to advise on the scale of retail development that may be accommodated.  Strategic Environmental Assessment, (SEA), has also been undertaken by the Planning Department.

The proposed Local Area Plan is intended to guide development over a period of six years from the date of adoption and will facilitate the development of the following:-

· Three new outdoor public squares/plazas;

· Community facilities including a Regional Library with meeting rooms and youth café;

· A local Garda station;

· A local Fas training facility;

· 5,000m2 (net) of convenience retail floorspace including a major foodstore;

· 30,000m2 (net) of comparison retail floorspace;

· Additional ‘social and affordable’ retail units to allow local business/retailers short term leases at less than market rents;

· Enhanced pedestrian facilities within the site including ‘boulevard’ treatment of the main access roads;

· A transport interchange;

· Mobility management including a network of local bus routes to serve adjoining communities;

· Local road junction improvement;

· Improved commercial leisure facilities including cafes and sit-down restaurants;

· Up to 1,000 homes, 15% of which must be social and/or affordable homes.

All of the above are phased where required in the proposed Local Area Plan.  This is a critical element of the future development process.  The inclusion of  phased requirements in an approved Local Area Plan will carry significant weight with South Dublin County Council and An Bord Pleanala in the determination of planning application(s) further to that Plan.  It is important to ensure that phasing requirements are commensurate with and related to the scale of development proposed and are reasonable in terms of deliverability.”
 
c) CLONBURRIS SDZ PLANNING SCHEME AND LOCAL AREA PLAN 
“The lands at Clonburris comprise 265 hectares (655 acres) and are mainly zoned ‘A1’ (new residential communities subject to a plan) in the South Dublin County Council County Development Plan 2004-10.  The lands are also partly subject to zoning objectives ‘A’ (residential), ‘DC’ (district centre) and ‘F’ (open space) in the County Development Plan.

Further to a request from South Dublin County Council, the Government designated the majority of the Clonburris lands as a Strategic Development Zone (SDZ) under the Planning and Development Act 2000 in July 2006 (180 hectares).  The Council, as Development Agency for the SDZ, is required to prepare a Planning Scheme for the SDZ portion of the lands.  An SDZ Planning Scheme takes precedence over any Development Plan in force for the area.

Specific Local Objective No.26 of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004-10 is to “Include the lands zoned District Centre at Balgaddy in a Local Area Plan for the lands at Clonburris Little and the zoned lands to the west of the Outer Ring Road”.  South Dublin County Council is required to prepare a Local Area Plan for the balance, or non-SDZ portion of the lands (85 hectares).

A draft ‘Plan’ and Strategic Environmental Assessment have been prepared for all of the lands at Clonburris. The ‘Plan’ encompasses a proposed Planning Scheme for the SDZ designated lands in accordance with Part IX of the Planning and Development Act 2000, and a proposed Local Area Plan for the remainder of the lands in accordance with SLO 26 of the County Development Plan 2004-10. 

Preparation of a statutory Local Area Plan for all of the lands at Clonburris commenced in April 2006.  Pre-plan consultation was undertaken in June and July 2006 and the outcome reported to the Lucan-Clondalkin Area Committee in September 2006.  At the end of July 2006 the proposed SDZ designation, which had been sought prior to the commencement of the process, was confirmed.  Further consultation meetings with local stakeholders took place in December 2006.  Local elected members were invited to briefings in April and October 2006 and in March 2007.

Commencement of public display of the proposed SDZ Planning Scheme/Local Area Plan was noted by the Lucan-Clondalkin Area Committee on 19 June 2007.  Local Area Committee members requested that the commencement of the statutory public display period be deferred to August 2007 in order to ensure that it runs into September, i.e. beyond the Summer holiday period.

The purpose of this report is to inform the Council in accordance with Section 20 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), that it is intended that formal public display of the proposed SDZ Planning Scheme and Local Area Plan for the Clonburris lands will commence during August 2007. 

Further to formal notification of the commencement of public display, there is a minimum period of six weeks during which submissions or observations in respect of the proposed SDZ Planning Scheme and Local Area Plan may be made by any interested party. The County Manager then has a maximum period of six weeks in which to prepare a report, with recommendations, in respect of the submissions or observations received. The County Council, as Planning Authority then has a maximum of six weeks to determine the proposed SDZ Planning Scheme and Local Area Plan.

The Council’s decision on the proposed SDZ Planning Scheme may be appealed, within one month, to An Bord Pleanala by any party who has previously made a submission to the Council on the SDZ during the public display period.  

The likely timescale for the Plan determination process is therefore as follows:-

Public Display and Submissions

13 August – 23 September 2007

Preparation of Manager’s Reports
24 September – 4 November 2007

Council Determination


5 November – 16 December 2007

Council Decision 


by mid December 2007

Appeal of SDZ Planning Scheme 
January 2007

An Bord Pleanala SDZ hearing 

February/March 2008

An Bord Pleanala SDZ determination
by April 2008

The proposed Local Area Plan for Liffey Valley Town Centre has been prepared concurrently and is intended to follow the same timescale as above, with Council determination by mid November 2007.  This is to ensure that two major development areas in close proximity are considered in a co-ordinated and strategic manner.  

In addition, the proposed Local Area Plan and proposed Planning Scheme will be displayed in public after the Rail Procurement Agency (RPA) has announced the preferred Metro West route.  This is the proposed orbital metro line that will link Tallaght with the Dublin Airport Metro line - ‘Metro North’, via the Clonburris lands.  The RPA has confirmed the preferred alignment for Metro West.
The Clonburris area will directly benefit from the following projects in the Transport 21 programme:- 

· The Kildare Route Project which will provide two new rail stations in the Plan area. The project is due to be completed by Spring 2010;

· Metro West. The project is due to be delivered by 2014;

· City centre rail interconnector. The project is due to be delivered by 2015.

A key objective for the development of this area is therefore to create a new urban district that maximises and supports the major public transport infrastructure that will be provided.

The proposed Plan sets out a strategic approach to development within the LAP and SDZ Planning Scheme areas, although relevant guidance is disaggregated into the two areas where appropriate. The Plan includes guidance and standards in relation to the extent, type and density of development permissible, the infrastructure and facilities needed to support the proposed new development, a master plan and development frameworks clearly setting out the structure of the new district, guidance on design and layout, clear targets in areas such as energy, transport, and drainage for new development, and a phasing and delivery plan. 

The format of the proposed Plan is as follows:-

· Introduction

· Context

· Vision and Master Plan

· Development Frameworks

· Neighbourhood Guidance – LAP area

· Neighbourhood Guidance – SDZ area

· Sustainability and Development standards

· Infrastructure, phasing and delivery

· Design codes

The proposed Local Area Plan/Planning Scheme strategy is to facilitate the development of a new, sustainable urban ‘eco-district’ focused on two new railway stations on the Dublin-Kildare suburban line and where one of the two stations intersects with the proposed orbital Tallaght- Dublin Airport ‘Metro West’ metro line.

The new district will be a mixed-use urban area with a range of supporting infrastructure and facilities to be developed over 10-15 years from 2010, following the same model of planned and phased development that has been successfully implemented under the direction of South Dublin County Council at Adamstown.

It is proposed to develop the ‘Adamstown model’ further by incorporating a range of sustainable environmental performance targets designed to minimise carbon emissions, promote biodiversity and maximise the quality of life of future residents, within the overall Plan.

The land use, residential density and phasing proposals within the proposed Local Area Plan/Planning Scheme are supported by detailed traffic and transport assessment including analysis of future public transport accessibility. The Council Planning and Transportation Departments have engaged specialist urban design and traffic and transport consultants to contribute to the preparation of the proposed Local Area Plan/Planning Scheme.  

In addition, the Planning Department commissioned a specialist retail study of the County to advise on the scale of retail development that may be accommodated.  Strategic Environmental Assessment, (SEA), has also been undertaken by the Planning Department.

The proposed Local Area Plan is intended to guide development over a period of 10-12 years from the date of adoption and will facilitate the development of the following:-

· A major district centre focused on the Fonthill Rail Station/Metro West Interchange;

· A major local centre focused on Kishoge Rail Station;

· 8 new neighbourhoods which together may accommodate between 11-16,000 new homes, depending on development scenario, on a phased basis from 2010;

· 15% social and/or affordable housing, i.e. 1,800-2,400 homes;

· New parks and canalside amenities that will occupy approximately 15% of the site area;

· 4-6 Primary Schools;

· 2-3 Secondary Schools;

· A new road and busway network with new vehicular and pedestrian bridges over the canal and railway lines;

· Transport interchanges at Fonthill and Kishoge

· Community facilities including a Library/Civic centre with meeting rooms and youth café;

· A network of local community centres;

· A primary health care centre;

· A site for a fire station

· A Garda station;

· Creche provision;

· A centre of worship;

· A recycling facility;

· Up to 10,000m2 (net) of convenience retail floorspace including major foodstores;

· Up to 40,000m2 (net) of comparison retail floorspace;

· Enterprise and training facilities/small work units;

· A sports centre with swimming pool;

· Commercial leisure facilities including cinema, bars, cafes and restaurants;

· Scope for significant office/employment floorspace;

· An opportunity site for a major leisure destination such as a concert or event arena.

All of the above are phased where required in the proposed Local Area Plan/Planning Scheme. This is the most critical element of the future development process.  The inclusion of phased requirements in an approved Local Area Plan will carry significant weight with South Dublin County Council and An Bord Pleanala in the determination of planning application(s) further to the Local Area Plan.  The inclusion of phased requirements in an approved Planning Scheme are effectively non-negotiable requirements in respect of which permission to develop may be withheld.  

It is important to ensure that phasing requirements are commensurate with and related to the scale of development proposed and are reasonable in terms of deliverability and timescale.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Tuffy, G. O’Connell, R. Dowds, M. Murphy, T. Ridge and T. Gilligan.

Mr. P. Hogan responded to the Members queries.

The reports were NOTED.

(C/0287/07) 
APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL  ASSISTANCE UNDER THE CAPITAL LOAN AND SUBSIDY SCHEME FROM OAKLEE HOUSING ASSOCIATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 6 OF THE HOUSING (MISCELLEANOUS PROVISIONS) ACT 1992 FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF 51 NO. DWELLINGS AT FORTUNESTOWN B, TALLAGHT
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“ An application has been received from Oaklee Housing Trust Limited for a loan in the sum of €9,312,590 for the construction of 51 no. dwellings at  Fortunestown B, Tallaght.  The Association is an approved Voluntary Body under Section 5 of the Housing Act, 1988. 

The granting of this loan in the sum of €9,312,590 was sanctioned by the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government on 1st June 2007.  

 Under Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 the granting of assistance under the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme is a reserved function of the Council. 

 Accordingly, the following motion is required: 

 “That this Council recommends that the application for a loan in the sum of €9,312,590 under the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme to Oaklee Housing Trust Limited for the construction of 51 no. dwellings at  Fortunestown B, Tallaght in accordance with the requirements of Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 be approved.” 

A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor M. Corr.
Mr. F. Nevin responded to the Member’s queries.

It was proposed by Councillor B. Gogarty, seconded by Councillor S. Laing and RESOLVED:

“That this Council recommends that the application for a loan in the sum of €9,312,590 under the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme to Oaklee Housing Trust Limited for the construction of 51 no. dwellings at  Fortunestown B, Tallaght in accordance with the requirements of Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 be approved.” 
(C/0288/07) 
COMMUNITY GRANT SCHEME REVIEW
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Proposed revision of the Community Grants Scheme – Report

At the meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee on Sport, Recreation Community and Parks held on the 9th May 2007 the following revisions to the Council’s Community Grants Scheme were recommended for approval.

It is therefore recommended that the following changes be made to the Grants Scheme. For ease of reference the changes are set out by way of reference to the page in the current grants booklet and the section with the proposed changes shown in red.

	Page No
	Section
	Proposed Change

	 2
	Procedure


	Replace 5th paragraph with, Letter of Notification of Grant – When a grant is approved at Council Meeting a letter is sent out informing the group that they have been approved for funding, specifying the amount and requesting that receipts or other relevant documentation be submitted in order to facilitate payment. If no response is received two further reminder letters will be issued at certain intervals, if no response is received two weeks after the final reminder letter, then a letter is sent stating that the grant has been forfeited.

	3
	General Overall Criteria
	Add to Criteria

Community Grants are not available to individuals/organisations that are engaged in business for profit community activities.

	 9
	Upgrading of Existing Community Centres 

1.1c
	Areas of Disadvantage increase from €10,000 to

            Maximum €17,000

Other areas increase from €8,000 to

            Maximum €15,000

	9
	As Above
	Add to Criteria.

The group/organisation must produce a tax clearance certificate

	 10
	Single Interest Grant

1.2
	 Area of disadvantage increase from €50,000 to

          Maximum €60,000

 Other Areas increase from €40,000 to 

                            €50,000

	 10


	Upgrading of Single Interest Facilities

1.2b


	Area of Disadvantage increase from €5,000 to

              Maximum  €10,000

Other Areas increase from €4,000 to 

            Maximum € 8,000

Add to Criteria.

The group/organisation must produce a tax clearance certificate.

	11


	Community Centres Maintenance and Running Costs

1.3
	Criteria:  

Replace – “A copy of the most recent audited accounts must be submitted” 

                              with

“A copy of the most recent audited or certified accounts must be submitted”

                             Also to include

“This grant is not available to Community Centres who already receive funding from SDCC and other sources (eg: Young Peoples Facilities Services Fund & Dept. of Environment & Local Government) towards administration, insurance, light/heat or rent etc.)

	11 
	Employment Grant for Community Centres

1.4
	Remove the wording Disadvantage/Other Areas and have same grant for all.

                   Maximum €30,000



	11
	As above
	Replace – It is intended that this grant should be used to assist new or existing Centres to fund a position of employment, which would benefit the Centre”

                               with

“It is intended that this grant should be used to assist new or existing Community Centres to fund positions of employment where no other funding exists to meet this staffing need. (eg; YPFSF) 

	11
	As Above
	Add to Criteria. Projects are responcible for insuring that they meet all the requirements of the child protection legislation.

                                  Also

Tax Clearance Certificate must be submitted.

	11
	As Above
	Replace “This is a once off grant only”

                               with 

As this grant is allocated on an annual basis Centres may apply for a continuation of this grant for a second/third year. It should however be noted that second/third year funding can not be guaranteed as the number of grants available is limited. Centres should endeavour  to ensure sustainability of the positions post funding



	12


	Seed Management/ Employment Grant

1.4a
	Add to Criteria.

Tax Clearance Certificate must be submitted



	13


	Start up costs for Community Groups

2.1
	Include in opening paragraph after “and other once of payments such as the creation of a network of single issue groups eg: sports groups,arts groups, Community Centres etc

	13
	As Above
	Add to Criteria. 

Grant is payable without the production of receipts. However receipts must be forwarded to the Community Department after payments are made for the expenses as approved. Failure to produce receipts may effect further grant aid

	15
	Networking of Community Groups Grant

2.6
	Remove this grant from the grants scheme as this can be grant aided under Start up Grant

	16


	Social Inclusion, Equality and Anti-Poverty Grant  2.7
	Increase from €800

          To

     Maximum  €1,000

	17
	Volunteer Training Grant

3.2
	 Increase from €750

           To

Maximum €1,000



	18


	Community Activity

4.1
	Include the word food as an item that will not be grant aided.


	18


	Countywide Community Activity Event with a Countywide Interest 4.1A
	Add to Criteria:

A certified income and expenditure report and receipts must be submitted to facility payment of the grant. 

This grant can not be used to make payments to individuals for services provided or for expenses incurred for/by them in attending the event.

Tax Clearance Certificate must be submitted.

The Community Department will be the adjudicator in what defines a Countywide Community Activity Event with a Countywide Interest.



	18
	Major Community Activity held in South Dublin County or outside South Dublin County 

4.1b


	Criteria:

A certified income and expenditure report and receipts must be submitted to facilitate payment of the grant.

This grant can not be used to make payments to individuals for services provided or for expenses incurred for/by them in attending the event.

Tax Clearance Certificate must be submitted.

The Community Department will be the adjudicator in what defines a Major Community Activity in South Dublin County or outside South Dublin County 

	19


	Environmental Improvements

4.2
	Include in Criteria;

This grant can not be used to make payments to individuals or Companies who carry out environmental improvements on behalf of the group/organisation

	19


	Summer Projects

4.3
	Increase 2 week project in Disadvantage Areas from €900 to €1,000 and

Other Areas from €750 to €850

	19
	As Above
	Add to Criteria. Projects are responcible for insuring that they meet all the requirements of the child protection legislation. 

                               Also

This grant is only available to projects based in the County which must include home based activities on weekly basis.

	21
	Youth Project Grant

4.5
	Increase from €500 to

               Maximum €1,000

	21
	Personal Sports Development Grant
	 Add to Criteria. Applicant must provide confirmation in writing from the national organisation that they are representing Ireland at an international event. 

                                Also

This grant is not for travel costs but will include training equipment

	23
	Website Development Grant

5.3
	Remove this grant from the scheme as this service is provided free by the Connect Project. This service would be noted in the Grants Booklet

	24
	e-Inclusion Grant

5.4
	Remove this grant from the scheme as this service is provided free by the Connect Project. This service would be noted in the Grants Booklet”


It was proposed by Councillor B. Gogarty, seconded by Councillor R. Dowds and RESOLVED:

“That the changes to the Community Grants Scheme as outlined above be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0289/07) 
SUMMER PROJECTS 2007
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“ Headed Item No:- H-I (2) (F) of Meeting of Lucan/ Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting held on 22nd May, 2007 and in particular the report on Summer Projects, 2007 refers. St. Ronan’s Summer Project was approved for funding in the amount of €900 which is the amount in respect of a two week project under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme. Confirmation has now been received from the organising committee stating that St. Ronan’s Summer Project are doing a three week project which entitles them to an overall grant of €1,500. This recommendation is being submitted to Council as their will be no Area Committee Meeting until September due to summer recess.  The Members of Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting have been notified by e-mail dated 29/06/07.

It is recommended that approval be given in respect of this increase. It should be noted that the necessary insurance cost will be deducted from the grant provided by South Dublin County Council and will be paid directly to Catholic Youth Care.”
It was proposed by Councillor B. Gogarty, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and RESOLVED:
“That approval be given in respect of the increase in funding for St. Ronan’s Summer Project, Clondalkin as outlined above.”
(C/0290/07)
APPOINTMENT OF COUNCIL MEMBERS TO JOINT POLICING COMMITTEE

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“South Dublin County Joint Policing Committee
Under Section 36 of the Garda Síochana Act 2005, JPC’s are being established to provide a forum where a local authority and the senior Garda officers responsible for the policing of that area, with the participation of Oireachtas members and community interests, can consult, discuss and make recommendations on matters affecting policing of that area.
Membership of the JPC
· 14 Local Authority Members plus the Mayor

· 5 Members of the Oireachtas

· County Manager and one other nominee

· 2 Garda Representatives

· 3 representatives from the Community/Voluntary Sector

· Total 27
Matters for Consideration

The matters to be considered by committees and subcommittees might include traffic, vandalism, anti social behaviour, underage drinking, casual trading, litter, planning for events attracting large crowds, community based crime prevention initiatives, Garda Divisional and District annual policing plans and local authority initiatives.

Nominations for membership of South Dublin County Joint Policing Committee are at present being arranged.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Tuffy and J. Daly.

Mr. P. Smith and Mr. A. Jacob responded to the Members queries.

It was proposed by Councillor B. Gogarty, seconded by Councillor Stanley Laing 

“That the following nominations to the Joint Policing Committee be ADOPTED and APPROVED:
Clondalkin Electoral Area 

Therese Ridge, FG

Robert Dowds, Lab

Shane O’Connor, SF

Lucan Electoral Area 
Billy Gogarty, Green (Ex-officio as Mayor)
Guss O’Connell, Ind

Tallaght Central Electoral Area
Joe Neville, FF

Karen Warren, FG

Mick Murphy, Soc

Tallaght South Electoral Area
Jim Daly, FF

Marie Corr, Lab

Cathal King, SF

Terenure-Rathfarnham Electoral Area
John Lahart, FF
Tony McDermott, Green

Eamonn Walsh, Lab

Cait Keane, PD”
(C/0291/07) 
APPROVAL TO REGISTRATION OF CHARGE BY THE MINISTER FOR ARTS, SPORT AND TOURISM IN RESPECT OF COMMUNITY CENTRE, LIMEKILN LANE, PERRYSTOWN,   DUBLIN 12 –PREMISES MANAGED BY PERRYSTOWN AND MANOR ESTATES COMBINED RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The Community Centre at Limekiln Lane has been managed by the Perrystown and Manor Estates Combined Residents Association since 1976, under licence from the Council. The Licensee recently received planning permission for the construction of a two storey extension to the premises which includes changing rooms/toilets, gym/meeting rooms and (Planning Reg Ref: SDO6A/0705). It is understood that the proposed extension is to facilitate two local football clubs, Robert Emmet GAA Club and Manortown Utd FC who are accommodated in the centre. The Department of Arts Sport and Tourism has approved grant funding in the sum of €195,000 towards the proposed works.

A condition of the payment of the grant monies requires the Council as registered owner of the premises to enter into a Grant Agreement and a Deed of Covenant and Charge with the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism to ensure the continuance of use of the facility for community/sporting purposes for a specified period of up to thirty- five years and in the event of it failing to do so, to repay all or part of the grant on a reducing scale. This Deed of Covenant and Charge is to be registered as a burden against the Council’s title to enable the draw down of grant monies in the sum of €195,000.

In accordance with Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001 the Council may approve the granting of any ‘financial assistance whether by grants, loans, guarantees or other financial aid, lands or other structures etc’ for matters of this nature, such approval to be by way of resolution of the Council. The above definition would include accepting a charge against Council property in respect of funds provided by other parties for facilities constructed thereon.

Accordingly it is recommended that the Council adopt the following resolution:

“That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001, this Council enters into a  Deed of Covenant and Charge with the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism to continue the use of the Community facility at Limekiln Lane, Perrystown, Dublin 12 (as outlined in red on attached Indicative Drawing No. LD 1239) for community/sporting purposes for a specified period of up to twenty five years  and in the event of it failing to do so, to repay all or part of the grant on a reducing scale. This Deed of Covenant and Charge to be registered as a burden against the Council’s title.”
It was proposed by Councillor B. Gogarty, seconded by Councillor E. Walsh and RESOLVED:

“That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001, this Council enters into a Deed of Covenant and Charge with the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism to continue the use of the Community facility at Limekiln Lane, Perrystown, Dublin 12 (as outlined in red on attached Indicative Drawing No. LD 1239) for community/sporting purposes for a specified period of up to twenty five years  and in the event of it failing to do so, to repay all or part of the grant on a reducing scale. This Deed of Covenant and Charge to be registered as a burden against the Council’s title.”

(C/0292/07) 
ADOPTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION GRANT SCHEME 2007 – 2008
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The Higher Education Grants Scheme for 2007/2008 was issued by the Department of Education on 29th June 2007 and circulated to the Members for today’s meeting.  The closing date for receipt of completed applications forms is 31st August, 2007.

There have been some changes to the scheme including an increase of 3.5% in the income limits for the award of “Ordinary” rates of maintenance grant and an increase of 7.8% in respect of the Special Rate of Maintenance Grant or Special Rate Grant (formerly known as “Top-Up”) from €16,748 to €18,055.

The linkage to social welfare payment has been maintained.  With regard to the actual rates of grant there is an increase of 10% in the “Ordinary” rate of maintenance grant and 14.3% in the special rate of maintenance grant. 

A comparison of figures from 2006 to 2007 outlining the changes for the Reckonable Income Limits, the Maintenance Grant Rate including adjacent and non-adjacent rates, and the Special Rate of Maintenance Grant as referred to above are set out below. 

Reckonable Income Limits for ordinary rates of grant for 2006

	No. of Dependent Children
	Full Maintenance and Full Fees
	Part Maintenance (75%) and Full Fees
	Part Maintenance (50%) and Full Fees
	Part Maintenance (25%) and Full Fees
	Part Tuition Fees (50%) only*

	Less than 4
	€37,365
	€39,695
	€42,030
	€44,365
	€46,700

	4-7
	€41,055
	€43,625
	€46,190
	€48,760
	€51,325

	8 or more
	€44,580
	€47,365
	€50,150
	€52,930
	€55,715


  *Full Student Service Charge is paid where income is at or below this level.

Reckonable Income Limits for ordinary rates of grant for 2007

	No. of Dependent Children
	Full Maintenance and Full Fees
	Part Maintenance (75%) and Full Fees
	Part Maintenance (50%) and Full Fees
	Part Maintenance (25%) and Full Fees
	Part Tuition Fees (50%) only*

	Less than 4
	€38,675
	€41,085
	€43,500
	€45,920
	€48,335

	4-7
	€42,490
	€45,150
	€47,805
	€50,465
	€53,120

	8 or more
	€46,140
	€49,025
	€51,905
	€54,785
	€57,665


*Full Student Service Charge is paid where income is at or below this level.

Maintenance Grant Rates for 2006

	
	Non-Adjacent Rate
	Adjacent Rate

	Full Maintenance
	€3,110
	€1,245

	Part Maintenance (75%)
	€2,335
	€   935

	Part Maintenance (50%)
	€1,555
	€   625

	Part Maintenance (25%)
	€   780
	€   310


Maintenance Grant Rates for 2007

	
	Non-Adjacent Rate
	Adjacent Rate

	Full Maintenance
	€3,420
	€1,370

	Part Maintenance (75%)
	€2,565
	€1,030

	Part Maintenance (50%)
	€1,710
	€685

	Part Maintenance (25%)
	€855
	€345


Special Rates of Maintenance Grant for 2006/07

	Grant
	Standard Grant
	Top – Up Amount
	Total Grant

	Adjacent Rate
	€1,245
	€1,145
	€2,390

	Non – Adjacent Rate
	€3,110
	€2,860
	€5,970


Special Rates of Maintenance Grant for 2007/08

	Grant
	Standard Grant
	Special Rate Amount
	Total Grant

	Non Adjacent Rate
	€3,420
	€3,270
	€6,690

	Adjacent Rate
	€1,370
	€1,310
	€2,680


In accordance with section 5 of the Local Authorities (Higher Education Grants) Act, 1968 the adoption of the Scheme is a reserved function of the Council.  

It is recommended that the Council adopt the Draft as proposed. 

When the Scheme is adopted it will be submitted to the Minister of Education for formal approval.”
It was proposed by Councillor B. Gogarty, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and RESOLVED:

“That the Higher Education Grant Scheme for 2007-2008 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

CORRESPONDENCE 

(C/0293/07)
Email, dated 20th June 2007 from Clare County Council, regarding motion passed seeking the support of all County Councils affected by lack of sewerage schemes either due to lack of funding or failure to get foreshore licences to their towns. 

The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0294/07) 
Letter, dated 27th June 2007 from Monaghan Town Council regarding motion passed calling on the Minister for Justice, the Minister of State with responsibility for Children and the Minister of State for European Affairs to put a system in place to alert the police, media and press when a child goes missing. 

The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0295/07) 
GREEN PROCUREMENT POLICY 

MOTION: Councillor T. McDermott
“That the Manager adopts a green procurement policy for South Dublin County Council to include a wide range of issues  including greenhouse gas emissions, worker's rights, animal welfare, recycling, sustainable timber procurement, packaging, toxic materials, energy efficiency, vehicles, organic food, etc.”
REPORT:
“This Council is at present undertaking an exercise in scoping the preparation of a Corporate Procurement Policy within the context of government strategies for e-Procurement and the National Procurement Policy Framework. This involves the engagement of a consultant from a panel drawn up by the Department of Finance for this purpose. 

 This policy will cover the acquisition, whether under formal contract or otherwise, of works, supplies and services ranging from the purchase of routine supplies or services to formal tendering and placing contracts for large infrastructural projects 

 The Council’s procurement function operates within a framework of EU / national laws and national guidelines which promote open and transparent competition as a means of achieving value for money. The increasing complexity and importance of purchasing decisions by public bodies has led to a need for a more strategic focus and improved management of the public procurement process. Public bodies including all local authorities are now required to draw up a procurement policy in accordance with a framework which has been developed by the Department of Finance. 

 There is scope within this process to carry out an evaluation of the social and environmental issues raised in the motion and incorporate appropriate policy and procedural measures in these areas. 

 A cross-departmental group is being put in place to work on this policy development and this will include the carrying out of research into national and international examples of how interaction between procurement rules and social / environmental considerations can be addressed in the context of this Council’s operations. The resulting policy will draw on relevant EU, national, regional and local policy guidance and will present a sustainable way forward for the Council in this regard. This will be coordinated with the work of the group dealing with assessing the Council’s carbon footprint and developing an alternative energy strategy to reduce this footprint. 

 This matter will be addressed over the coming months and a progress report will be made to the November meeting of the Organisation & Procedure & Finance Committee.” 

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. McDermott and T. Ridge.

Mr. A. Jacob responded to the Members queries.

The report was NOTED it was AGREED that a progress report be brought to the November meeting of the Organisation, Procedures & Finance Committee.

(C/0296/07) 
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL AND THE GAA
The following motion in the name of Councillor J. Daly was MOVED and RE-ENTERED:
“That this Council honour and complete the contract between South Dublin County Council and the Dublin County Board (GAA), which was agreed and paid for by the Dublin County Board in 1995, this means to transfer to the Dublin County Board the deeds and the lands which are legally theirs.”
REPORT
“The Council, following an approach by the Dublin County GAA Board, approved the disposal of 26 acres of land at Rathcoole in 1996 for the provision of playing pitches and dressing rooms to meet the growing playing needs of the population of this part of Dublin, subject to the following terms and conditions: 

(1) That the full and final settlement shall be in the sum of IR£200,000.00 
(two hundred thousand pounds). 

(2) That the Council will dispose of its fee simple interest in the lands and 
give vacant possession to the subject lands on completion. 

(3) The sale shall be by way of contract providing for payment of 10% of the 
purchase price on signing of the contract. The balance to be paid on 
closing of the sale not exceeding two months from the signing of the 
contract. 

(4) The G.A.A. will be responsible for the provision of adequate boundary 
fencing to the lands being disposed of and appropriate car parking 
facilities. 

(5) A right of way on the western side of the Council’s lands to access the 
lands being disposed of will be granted. 

(6) That no agreement enforceable at law is created or intended to be 
created until exchange of contracts has taken place. 

(7) That each party be responsible for its own respective legal costs of the 
transaction. 

The GAA County Board considered the lands to be very suitable to their needs. 

The consideration of IR £200,000 was paid in full by the County Board subsequently. 

The Council has been frustrated ever since in its endeavours to provide the right of way through its own lands. 

On 14th March, 2007 the Council decided to make a Compulsory Purchase Order for the purposes of providing a new road from Stoney Lane and to serve the lands in question and submitted it to An Bord Pleanala for confirmation. 5 objections have been submitted to An Bord Pleanala by landowners included in the CPO before the closing date for objections – 2nd May 2007. The Board has set the 19th July 2007 as the date for the Oral Hearing on the CPO, following which the Board will consider its Inspectors report and advise the Council of its decision. The Council cannot proceed further with the road scheme until a positive decision in relation to the confirmation of the CPO is received.” 

(C/0297/07) 
PRIVATE RESIDENTIAL TENANCIES BOARD
It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds, seconded by Councillor B. Gogarty:
“That this County Council agrees (a) to write to the Minister for the Environment asking him to introduce legislation to devolve the powers of the Private Rental Tenancies Board to County Councils (with adequate financial resources) and (b) to introduce amending legislation whereby rogue tenants can be dealt with, up to eviction if absolutely necessary, without local residents having to expose their identities in cases where their safety might be under threat.”
REPORT
“If the motion is adopted by this council it will be referred to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government for consideration.

This issue was the subject of a report and discussion at the June meeting of the Council. The report stated "where a landlord is found not to have registered a tenancy the RAS unit will refer the case to the PRTB who will pursue the matter.  It is open to the PRTB to take fiscal sanctions against non conforming landlords. 

In addition, details of all landlords will be passed annually and as a matter of routine to the Revenue Commissioners to ensure that they are tax compliant in respect of their rental income.  Penalties and interest are chargeable on a case by case basis against tax defaulters. 

Preliminary discussions have been held with local Superintendent Community Welfare Officers with a view to streamlining procedures in these areas and also in dealing with the issue of ASB in rent supplemented accommodation.  It is planned to have further meetings and members will be informed of developments."
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors R. Dowds, T. Ridge, M. Daly, J. Daly, S. O’Connor, C. Jones and E. Tuffy.

Mr. F. Nevin and Mr. J. Horan responded to the Members queries.

The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a Headed Item would be brought to the September meeting of the Council.

(C/0298/07) 
GOOD FRIDAY AGREEMENT
It was proposed by Councillor M. Daly, seconded by Councillor B. Gogarty:

“That this Council endorses the recent developments in the North and sends goodwill to all those working the new institutions set up under the Good Friday Agreement.” 

REPORT:

“If the motion is passed the sentiments expressed in the motion will be conveyed to the members of the new institutions.”
The motion was PASSED.
 (C/0299/07) 
 ERADICATION OF GRAFFITI
The following motion in the name of Councillor J. Lahart FELL.  
“That the Manager outline in detail the expenditure to date on eradication of graffiti, including any additional human resource costs; the effectiveness of the campaign; details of communications with relevant and associated agencies and utilities and to make a statement on this very serious matter.” 

(C/0300/07) 
TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PLANS
It was proposed by Councillor M. Daly, seconded by Councillor B. Gogarty:
“That this Council is frustrated by the lack of support from other local authorities in developing the Traveller Accommodation plans and calls on the Minister to act on other local authorities which are neglecting this issue. This neglect has led to the slow development of transient sites which will protect the environment from illegal encampments while supporting the nomadic tradition of the traveller community.” 

REPORT:
“In accordance with the Council's Traveller Accommodation Programme prepared under the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998, it is an objective of the Council to consider the provision of transient accommodation in the county during the term of the current Traveller Accommodation Programme.

It has generally been agreed that in the Greater Dublin Area, transient accommodation in each county would be provided in a coordinated and comprehensive manner as part of a network of transient sites provided by each of the relevant local authorities. A number of meetings between the relevant authorities have been held to consider how such an integrated plan could be developed and delivered but to date no consensus on the matter has been reached. Efforts in this regard will continue.

In the last number of years, there have been no large scale movement of Travellers to the county during the summer period. Therefore, the need for a transient facility in the county is not clearly established. It is clear however that the significant provision of new Traveller specific accommodation in the county during the last number of years has also considerably assisted in this regard. The provision of the new permanent Traveller specific housing has also allowed two of the larger and older temporary sites in the county to be permanently closed.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Daly, J. Hannon, J. Daly, K. Warren and S. Laing.

Following discussion it was AGREED to amend the motion to read as follows:
“That this Council is frustrated by the lack of support from other local authorities in developing the Traveller Accommodation plans and calls on the Minister to act on other local authorities which are neglecting this issue.”

The motion, as amended, and the report were NOTED.
(C/0301/07) 
 REPAIRS AND IMPROVEMENTS TO LOCAL AUTHORITY HOMES
The following motion in the name of Councillor J. Lahart FELL
“That the Manager outline Council's attitude and approach to :

- repairs and improvements carried out privately to Local Authority Homes 

- specifically with regard to reimbursement or deduction from price on purchase.”
(C/0302/07) 
NEWLANDS CROSS GRADE SEPARATED JUNCTION 
The Manager indicated, for the information of the Members, that arising from the recent announcement by the Railway Procurement Agency (RPA) of the results of the initial public consultation on METRO WEST with regard to the preferred route, that it will now be necessary to commence a series of detailed discussions with the RPA and with the National Roads Authority (NRA) and in anticipation thereof, the following report has been prepared to inform the members in advance of these discussions:

“The existing Newlands Cross Junction on the N7 at Clondalkin is the only at grade junction on the N7 between the M50 Red Cow junction and Portlaoise.   The junction is a 4 way signalised junction between the N7 (the National Primary Road from Dublin to Cork and Limerick) and the R113 (Main regional route between Tallaght, Clondalkin & Lucan) currently experiencing significant delays in the morning and evening peak periods.  The junction has been prioritised by South Dublin County Council and the National Roads Authority (NRA) for upgrading to a grade separated junction and a Consultant has been developing grade separation proposals on behalf of South Dublin County Council.

As part of the M50 Widening the Red Cow Roundabout is being upgraded.  The result of this is that the existing traffic lights at Newlands cross will pose a significant constraint on what is a major national road upgraded to a high quality.  With this in mind South Dublin County Council and the NRA propose to eliminate traffic lights for traffic travelling along the N7 and other traffic will use the grade separated junction.

Objective 52 of County Development Plan 2004-2010 states:-

Newlands Cross-Grade Separated Junction

Construct a grade-separated junction at Newlands Cross, to include an appropriate local traffic and segregated pedestrian facility at ground level with the N7 through traffic below grade

A number of different options have been examined as part of the study and two options are proposed

· An underpass option

· An overpass option

The Underpass Option

The underpass option would result in the mainline (N7) being dropped below the existing level of the road to a depth of approximately 10 metres. The R113 (Belgard Road and Fonthill Road South) would then remain at the present level.  This option would take up to three years to construct and would involve excavating a significant quantity of rock to allow the N7 to be placed under the R113.

The Overpass Option
The overpass option would result in the mainline (N7) being raised over the existing level of the road.  The R113 (Belgard Road and Fonthill Road South) would remain at present levels and would result in the N7 creating a bridge over the R113.  This option would take up to 2 years to construct.

It is intended to commence Public Consultation in July 2007 and South Dublin County Council will consider all views during the development of this scheme.  The public display material will be available for viewing at the Council Offices in Tallaght and Clondalkin and on the Website.

The Overpass Option is preferred on the basis of:-

1.
Cost 

2.
Time of construction 

1.
The estimated cost of the overbridge is set at €60million which allows for cost of land acquisition and compensation.


The extra cost of construction of the underpass is estimated at €10million plus extra cost of land acquisition and compensation at €5million – total €75million.

2.
Timescale for construction of the overpass is approximately 24months (2years) with the underpass taking an extra 12months (1year) to construct.


The main difficulty in constructing the underpass is the requirement for temporary acquisition of land to provide the necessary traffic routes.

A variation of the Development Plan 2004-2010 Specific Local Objective 52 will have to be sought to facilitate the proposed overpass option.

Notes for Development Plan variation – Newlands Cross

· Notification to Members of proposed variation which will facilitate Metro and Newlands Cross upgrade

· Under the S.E.A. Directive this requires a screening process or a full S.E.A (Strategic Environmental Assessment) 

· As an EIS is to be prepared in any event for the Newlands Cross Scheme a screening report is required

· The screening report is required in the case of a Development Plan variation and the EPA must be consulted together with the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government 

· The minimum period of response by the Environmental Authority is contained in S.I. 436 2004.

· The screening report must be completed before the variation is advertised and it is only then that the variation timescales commence.”
Following discussion to which Councillors  M. Daly, E. Walsh, T. Ridge, S. Laing and C. Jones, contributed, Mr. F. Coffey and Mr. J. Horan responded to the Members’ queries.
(C/0303/07)
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
The Mayor, Councillor B. Gogarty, proposed that Standing Orders be suspended to extend the meeting by ten minutes to continue discussion on the matter. This proposal was in compliance with Standing Order Nos. 76 and 77 and was AGREED by the Members.

It was AGREED following further discussion to commence the procedures to consider the variation of the County Development Plan 2004 – 2010 in relation to Specific Local Objective 52 to allow for the provision of an overpass on National Route N7 at Newlands Cross. A further report will be made to the Members at the conclusion of the statutory process.

The meeting concluded at 18:40.
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