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MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
Monday 10th September, 2007.

Headed Item No. 9
Part 8 Planning and Development Regulations 2001: Report For The Proposed Construction of a New Children’s Playground and Associated Woodland Adventure Trail 

At the meeting of Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting (2) held on Tuesday 13th March 2007 the following report by the Manager was noted; (Minute No. TR/252/07 refers).
It is an objective of the Play Policy, adopted by the Council on 10th July 2006 to facilitate and support provision of appropriate, accessible and safe playgrounds and play areas for young people in South Dublin County. Arising from Action 2 of the Play Policy the Draft 5 Year Playground Construction Programme, which includes a proposal to construct a children’s playground at Rathfarnham Castle was presented and adopted by the Council on 1st December 2006.

As the proposed works are consistent with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, having regard to the Council’s Play Policy as adopted by the Council and the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004 – 2010, it is recommended to proceed with the proposed scheme as advertised.

CONSULTATION PROCESS:

The proposed construction of a children’s playground at Rathfarnham Castle Park, Rathfarnham was advertised in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, in the Irish Independent on Thursday, 11th January, 2007.  

The scheme went on public display from Thursday 11th January, 2007 to Thursday 8th February, 2007 at: 

The offices of South Dublin County Council, County Hall, Tallaght, 

Ballyroan Library, Orchardstown Avenue, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16. 

Rathfarnham Castle Tea Rooms, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16.

The closing date for receipt of submissions was Thursday 22nd February, 2007.

CONSULTATION WITH LOCAL SCHOOLS:

A consultation process was also undertaken directly by staff of the Parks & landscape Services Department with representatives of classes from St. Mary’s Boys Primary School, Grange Road, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14 and the Loreto Girls Primary School, Grange Road, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.  Discussions with the children focused on their opinions and requirements from the proposed construction of a playground in their locality at Rathfarnham Castle Park.  The feedback was very positive and enlightening and the co-operation of the schools in welcoming and facilitating the process is appreciated.  

SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED:

Three submissions were received before the closing date as follows:

The Office of Public Works, Historic Properties, 7 Ely Place. Dublin 2

Mrs. Angela Slattery, 21, Knockaire, Knocklyon. Dublin 16.

Mr. Tom Mullins, Principal, St. Mary’s Boys School, Grange Road, Rathfarnham. Dublin 14.

Two submissions favoured the proposal, one with some observations.  One submission objected to the proposal.  
RECOMMENDATION:

It is an objective of the Play Policy, adopted by the Council on 10th July 2006 to facilitate and support provision of appropriate, accessible and safe playgrounds and play areas for young people in South Dublin County. Arising from Action 2 of the Play Policy the Draft 5 Year Playground Construction Programme, which includes a proposal to construct a children’s playground at Rathfarnham Castle was presented and adopted by the Council on 1st December 2006.

As the proposed works are consistent with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, having regard to the Council’s Play Policy as adopted by the Council and the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004 – 2010, it is recommended to proceed with the proposed scheme as advertised.

The proposed works are shown graphically below by clicking on the following links:

Children’s Play Area 
Woodland Adventure Trail
_1013591182

