COMHAIRLE CONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Annual Meeting held on 29th June 2007


	PRESENT


	Councillors
	Councillors

	Ardagh, M.
	King, C.

	Corr, M.
	Lahart, J.

	Cullen, G.
	Laing, S.

	Daly, J.
	Maloney, E.

	Daly, M.
	McDermott, T.

	Dowds, R.
	O’Conchuir, S.

	Gilligan, T.
	O’Connell, G

	Gogarty, B.
	Ridge, T.

	Hannon, J.
	Tuffy, E.

	Jones, C.
	Walsh, E.

	Keane, C.
	Warren, K.

	Keating, D.
	White, A.


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan

	Directors / Heads of Function
	T. Doherty, P. Smith, P. Poole, J. Walsh, C. Henehan, F. Nevin, A. Jacob

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	C. Boylan

	Senior Architect
	E. Conroy

	Senior Engineer
	J. McLoughlin

	Community Worker
	J. Judge

	Senior Executive Officers
	B. Coman, H. Hogan, P. Murphy

	Administrative Officers
	M. Seery, J. Kilgarriff, T. Curtin, Y. Dervan

	A/Administrative Officer
	U. Donnellan

	Senior Staff Officer
	A. Wray

	Staff Officer
	P. Somerville

	Assistant Staff Officers
	M. Pierce, M. Sullivan

	A/Assistant Staff Officers
	M. Dunne, E. Lucas


The Mayor, Councillor E. Maloney presided. 
An apology for inability to attend was received from Councillor J. Neville.
(C/0258/07)
ELECTION OF MAYOR/AN MÉARA
The Mayor Councillor E. Maloney thanked everyone for their co-operation during the year and paid tribute to Management and Staff of South Dublin County Council. The Manager, Mr. Joe Horan then thanked the Mayor on behalf of the management and staff and presented him with an album of photographs.

The Mayor Councillor E. Maloney then called for the election of the new Mayor.
Councillor B. Gogarty was proposed for Mayor by Councillor T. McDermott, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney.

As there were no other nominations for this position, Councillor B. Gogarty was UNANIMOUSLY elected Mayor of South Dublin County Council by the Members.
The outgoing Mayor presented the new Mayor Councillor B. Gogarty with the Chain of Office, and the Mayor then took the chair.

The Mayor addressed the Members:

“Manager, Members of the Council, staff and invited guests.  I am delighted to be elected as the first Mayor of South Dublin from the Lucan Electoral Area.  This is a great honour for the people of Lucan, Palmerstown and Quarryvale.

I would like to pay a special welcome to Mr. Jim McCarthy and Mr. Niall McCarthy, the father and brother of the late Councillor Fintan McCarthy, who are in the gallery today.

I would like to thank the Members for electing me to this position.  It is indeed a privilege for me to be Mayor of this County.

Over the next year I intend to serve the County to the best of my ability.  There are a number of issues which I would like to progress during my tenure.  These include measures to protect the environment, encourage good planning and safeguard South Dublin’s future energy security.  Protecting and enhancing the quality of life of our County’s communities will also be a key priority for my time in office.

Like many suburban areas, South Dublin suffers from the scourge of litter, illegal dumping and graffiti.  During my term of office I will be pushing for more litter bins, more measures to penalise dumping, more frequent junk collections and the rapid roll out of recycling facilities.  
South Dublin is a rapidly growing County.  However, in the past, housing and industrial growth has not been met with sufficient provision of community and recreational facilities.  

I want to promote good, sensible planning in the County, to ensure that in the run-up to the County Development Plan, provision is made for adequate private, affordable and social housing for our citizens in the right location, in a sustainable timescale, with adequate transport infrastructure in place, and with the focus on building communities not rows of concrete.  Areas of outstanding natural beauty, such as the Liffey Valley and the Dublin Mountains must be preserved as vital amenities for future generations.  
Ireland is facing into a looming energy crisis.  We are too dependent on overseas oil and gas imports, while the energy efficiency of our homes leaves a lot to be desired.  While new efforts are promised in this regard at national level, South Dublin must also play its part to minimise the impact of the rising cost of energy.  We must also guarantee security of supply within the county and in this context I hope to initiate a feasibility study into the provision of large scale renewable energy supplies such as wind turbines on suitable land areas within the county as well as more localised energy generation for municipal buildings.  We must also investigate rising technologies such as geothermal and solar when it comes to heating new homes and public amenities.  I believe that South Dublin can become a leader in this field.  
My other focus will be on sport and community facilities for young and older people alike.  My background in GAA over many years is well known.  I want to ensure greater access to all kinds of sporting facilities and recreational amenities, from playgrounds to all weather pitches.  
I want our senior citizens to be prioritised as well as our children, as these groups are the most vulnerable in our society.  Young people in their teens also need to have a greater range of services provided and in this context I will be looking at setting up a discussion forum to ensure greater feedback from and interaction with young people in terms of meeting their specific needs within the County.  

I look forward to working with the County Manager and other members of staff to develop the County in a sustainable way.  I once again thank you, the Members, for your support and pledge to work with you in a co-operative, progressive manner and at all times to carry out my role as Chair of the Council in a constructive and impartial way.”
(C/0259/07)
ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR/LEAS MHÉARA
Mayor Councillor B. Gogarty then called for the election of the Deputy Mayor.
Councillor D. Keating was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy.
As there were no other nominations for this position, Councillor D. Keating was UNANIMOUSLY elected Deputy Mayor of South Dublin County Council by the Members.
(C/0260/07)
ELECTION OF AREA CHAIRPERSONS 
(a) Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee
The Mayor Councillor B. Gogarty asked for nominations for election as Chair of the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee.

Councillor G. O’Connell was proposed for the Chair of the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Cllr. T. Gilligan.
As there were no other nominations Councillor G. O’Connell was UNANIMOUSLY elected as Chair of the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee. 
(b) Tallaght Area Committee
The Mayor Councillor B. Gogarty asked for nominations for election as Chair of the Tallaght Area Committee.

Councillor M. Corr was proposed for the Chair of the Tallaght Area Committee by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor K. Warren.
As there were no other nominations Councillor M. Corr was UNANIMOUSLY elected as Chair of the Tallaght Area Committee. 

(c) Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee
The Mayor Councillor B. Gogarty asked for nominations for election as Chair of the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee.

Councillor Stanley Laing was proposed for Chair of the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee by Councillor T. McDermott, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge.
As there were no other nominations Councillor S. Laing was UNANIMOUSLY elected as Chair of the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee. 

(C/0261/07)
TRIBUTE TO OUTGOING MAYOR AND DEPUTY MAYOR
Congratulations and good wishes were extended to the new Mayor Councillor B. Gogarty, Deputy Mayor Councillor D. Keating and the Area Chairs on their election and tribute paid to Councillor E. Maloney as outgoing Mayor by the following Members:

Councillor M. Corr on behalf of the Labour Party, Councillor M. Daly on behalf of Sinn Fein, Councillor J. Hannon on behalf of Fianna Fáil, Councillor C. Keane on behalf of Progressive Democrats, Councillor T. McDermott on behalf of the Green Party and Councillor T. Ridge on behalf of Fine Gael.

Councillors A. White, S. Laing, J. Daly, R. Dowds, E. Walsh, C. Jones also contributed.
The Manager, Mr. J. Horan complimented Councillor E. Maloney and Councillor A. White on their term of office and extended congratulations to the incoming Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Area Chairs.
The Meeting concluded at 5.10 p.m.
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