Changes to the 2007 Student Maintenance Grant Schemes

A.
Changes Common to all 4 Student Maintenance Grant Schemes: -

1. Reckonable Income limits 

a. 3.5% increase in income limits in respect of “Ordinary” rate of maintenance grant.
b. 7.8% increase in income limits in respect of the Special rate of maintenance grant.

2. Rates of Grant
a. 10% increase in the “Ordinary” rate of maintenance grant.
b. 14.3% increase in the Special rate of maintenance grant.
3. Student Service Charge
a. Increase in student service charge from €800 in 2006/07 to €825 in 2007/08

4. Maximum Fee Limit
a. Increase from €5,730 in 2006/07 to €6,110 in 2007/08

5. Changes to terms and conditions of  the Schemes:
Up-dating of the Nationality requirement on temporary leave to remain
The nationality requirement of the grant schemes has been amended to read as follows: 
“Candidates must:

-have been granted Humanitarian Leave to Remain in the State (prior to the Immigration Act 1999); or

-be a person in respect of whom the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform has granted permission to remain following a determination not to make a deportation order under section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999; or”

SPECIAL RATE OF MAINTENANCT GRANT
-
Title for the Special Rate of Maintenance Grant

The use of the term “Top-Up Grant” or “TUG” will discontinue and “Special Rate of Maintenance Grant” or “Special Rate Grant” will be used instead in all instances.
-
Additional Eligible Payment

The “Rural Social Scheme” (RSS) in included as an eligible payment for the Special Rate of Maintenance Grant.  The RSS will be considered an eligible payment retrospectively to the 2006 Schemes.

-
Change in names for some Social Welfare Payments
The Department of Social and Family Affairs have re-named a number of their payments.  The list of Eligible Payments for the Special Rates of Maintenance Grant has been amended to reflect these changes.  Both the new and the old payment names are shown in the 2007 Scheme.
Eligibility Limit for Postgraduate Scholarships 
The eligibility limits for postgraduate scholarships has increased to €16,000.

New Member States of the E.U.
For students from Romania and Bulgaria who are new entrants to approved courses under the grant schemes in 07/08, the following applies:

· for a means tested fees only grant under the 2007 Scheme, prior residence in the new Member States will be treated as residence in an EU Member State

· the nationality requirement will apply to all first-time entrants to approved courses in 2007/08; students already in Irish institutions will not qualify under the change in circumstances clause of the scheme. 
Previous Academic Attendance in the new EU Member States
Prior attendance at a publicly-funded college, without necessarily receiving a terminal qualification, in a country that is now a full Member State of the EU will be taken into account in the assessment for a grant – i.e. study previously undertaken in a country which has now joined the EU will constitute a repeat period of study and funding will not be available for the repeat period. 
Miles to Kilometres
Adjacent rate is now 24km or less. Non-Adjacent rate is more than 24 km. 
B.
Changes to 2007 Higher Education Grant Scheme Only

 
Approved Courses:-

A number of courses have been approved, deleted and/or amended for the 2007 HEG Schemes.  The colleges in which changes occurred are listed below together with the changes which will take effect from the 2007/08 academic year: -
Montessori College (AMI) Milltown
There is an amendment to the text only regarding the courses approved in AMI.  The courses are now presented as follows in the 2007 Scheme: -



Montessori Teaching Diploma

· Part 1: Early Childhood (3 to 6 year olds) [Year 1 and 2]

· Part 2: Primary (6 to 12 year olds) [Year 3]

Mater Dei
Courses removed from the 2007 Scheme: -



MA of Religious Studies [1 year]



Graduate Diploma of Religious Studies

St Nicholas Montessori College
An amendment only to a course name – inclusion of “Early Childhood” - as follows: -



Higher Diploma in Early Childhood Montessori Education
RCSI
The NUI Degree of MB (Hons), BCH, BAO, LRCP, SI is now available as both a 5 year and 6 year programme.  


Milltown Institute of Theology and Philosophy
The following course has been deleted as it in now run as an evening part-time course: -



BS (Hons) in theology NUI [2 years]

The following are new additions to the 2007 Scheme: -



BA (Hons) in Liberal Arts NUI [3 years]



BA (Hons) in Social Justice NUI [3 years]



Higher Diploma in Christian Spirituality [1 year]



Higher Diploma in Canon Law [1 year]



MA in Christian Spirituality [2 years]

All Hallows College, Drumcondra
One course has had a change - it is now a Research programme, as follows: -



MA in Humanities (Research) [2 years]

Holy Ghost College, Kimmage Manor
The following course has reduced from a two year course to a one year course.



MA in Development Studies [1 year]
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