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MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE MEETING (1)

Monday 18th June, 2007.

Headed Item No: 12
Proposed revision of the Community Grants Scheme – Report

At the meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee on Sport, Recreation Community and Parks held on the 9th May 2007 the following revisions to the Council’s Community Grants Scheme were recommended for approval.

It is therefore recommended that the following changes be made to the Grants Scheme. For ease of reference the changes are set out by way of reference to the page in the current grants booklet and the section with the proposed changes shown in red.
	Page No
	Section
	Proposed Change

	 2
	Procedure

	Replace 5th paragraph with, Letter of Notification of Grant – When a grant is approved at Council Meeting a letter is sent out informing the group that they have been approved for funding, specifying the amount and requesting that receipts or other relevant documentation be submitted in order to facilitate payment. If no response is received two further reminder letters will be issued at certain intervals, if no response is received two weeks after the final reminder letter, then a letter is sent stating that the grant has been forfeited.

	3
	General Overall Criteria
	Add to Criteria

Community Grants are not available to individuals/organisations that are engaged in business for profit community activities.

	 9
	Upgrading of Existing Community Centres 
1.1c
	Areas of Disadvantage increase from €10,000 to

            Maximum €17,000

Other areas increase from €8,000 to

            Maximum €15,000

	9
	As Above
	Add to Criteria.

The group/organisation must produce a tax clearance certificate

	 10
	Single Interest Grant
1.2
	 Area of disadvantage increase from €50,000 to

          Maximum €60,000

 Other Areas increase from €40,000 to 

                            €50,000

	 10

	Upgrading of Single Interest Facilities

1.2b

	Area of Disadvantage increase from €5,000 to

              Maximum  €10,000

Other Areas increase from €4,000 to 
            Maximum € 8,000

Add to Criteria.

The group/organisation must produce a tax clearance certificate.

	11


	Community Centres Maintenance and Running Costs

1.3
	Criteria:  

Replace – “A copy of the most recent audited accounts must be submitted” 

                              with

“A copy of the most recent audited or certified accounts must be submitted”

                             Also to include

“This grant is not available to Community Centres who already receive funding from SDCC and other sources (eg: Young Peoples Facilities Services Fund & Dept. of Environment & Local Government) towards administration, insurance, light/heat or rent etc.)

	11 
	Employment Grant for Community Centres

1.4
	Remove the wording Disadvantage/Other Areas and have same grant for all.

                   Maximum €30,000



	11
	As above
	Replace – It is intended that this grant should be used to assist new or existing Centres to fund a position of employment, which would benefit the Centre”

                               with

“It is intended that this grant should be used to assist new or existing Community Centres to fund positions of employment where no other funding exists to meet this staffing need. (eg; YPFSF) 

	11
	As Above
	Add to Criteria. Projects are responcible for insuring that they meet all the requirements of the child protection legislation.

                                  Also

Tax Clearance Certificate must be submitted.

	11
	As Above
	Replace “This is a once off grant only”

                               with 

As this grant is allocated on an annual basis Centres may apply for a continuation of this grant for a second/third year. It should however be noted that second/third year funding can not be guaranteed as the number of grants available is limited. Centres should endeavour  to ensure sustainability of the positions post funding



	12


	Seed Management/ Employment Grant

1.4a
	Add to Criteria.

Tax Clearance Certificate must be submitted



	13


	Start up costs for Community Groups

2.1
	Include in opening paragraph after “and other once of payments such as the creation of a network of single issue groups eg: sports groups,arts groups, Community Centres etc

	13
	As Above
	Add to Criteria. 

Grant is payable without the production of receipts. However receipts must be forwarded to the Community Department after payments are made for the expenses as approved. Failure to produce receipts may effect further grant aid

	15
	Networking of Community Groups Grant

2.6
	Remove this grant from the grants scheme as this can be grant aided under Start up Grant

	16


	Social Inclusion, Equality and Anti-Poverty Grant  2.7
	Increase from €800

          To

     Maximum  €1,000

	17
	Volunteer Training Grant

3.2
	 Increase from €750

           To

Maximum €1,000



	18


	Community Activity

4.1
	Include the word food as an item that will not be grant aided.


	18


	Countywide Community Activity Event with a Countywide Interest 4.1A
	Add to Criteria:

A certified income and expenditure report and receipts must be submitted to facility payment of the grant. 

This grant can not be used to make payments to individuals for services provided or for expenses incurred for/by them in attending the event.

Tax Clearance Certificate must be submitted.

The Community Department will be the adjudicator in what defines a Countywide Community Activity Event with a Countywide Interest.



	18
	Major Community Activity held in South Dublin County or outside South Dublin County 

4.1b


	Criteria:

A certified income and expenditure report and receipts must be submitted to facilitate payment of the grant.

This grant can not be used to make payments to individuals for services provided or for expenses incurred for/by them in attending the event.

Tax Clearance Certificate must be submitted.

The Community Department will be the adjudicator in what defines a Major Community Activity in South Dublin County or outside South Dublin County 

	19


	Environmental Improvements

4.2
	Include in Criteria;

This grant can not be used to make payments to individuals or Companies who carry out environmental improvements on behalf of the group/organisation

	19


	Summer Projects

4.3
	Increase 2 week project in Disadvantage Areas from €900 to €1,000 and

Other Areas from €750 to €850

	19
	As Above
	Add to Criteria. Projects are responcible for insuring that they meet all the requirements of the child protection legislation. 

                               Also

This grant is only available to projects based in the County which must include home based activities on weekly basis.

	21
	Youth Project Grant

4.5
	Increase from €500 to

               Maximum €1,000

	21
	Personal Sports Development Grant
	 Add to Criteria. Applicant must provide confirmation in writing from the national organisation that they are representing Ireland at an international event. 

                                Also

This grant is not for travel costs but will include training equipment

	23
	Website Development Grant

5.3
	Remove this grant from the scheme as this service is provided free by the Connect Project. This service would be noted in the Grants Booklet

	24
	e-Inclusion Grant

5.4
	Remove this grant from the scheme as this service is provided free by the Connect Project. This service would be noted in the Grants Booklet


