COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL


MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE 2

Monday, June 25, 2007

MOTION NO. 7
MOTION: Councillor C. Jones

"That this committee calls on the manager to discuss the planning application for boundary fencing at Scoil Treasa, Firhouse and to outline any objections received."

REPORT
A planning application was received on 28-Feb-2007 from the Board of Management for a proposed development at Scoil Treasa National School, Ballycullen Avenue, Firhouse, Dublin 24.  Register Reference SD07A/0151 refers.
The proposed development comprises 2.1m high perimeter railing to the school grounds at Scoil Treasa.  The works will involve the relocation of both the existing vehicle / pedestrian main access to the school and the vehicular access to the Presbytery and teachers car park approximately 5m in a southerly direction to ensure that both access gates are at right angle to Ballycullen Avenue and also to facilitate the construction of a new access ramp from the high level teachers car park to the school perimeter footpath below.  The works will include the construction of 2 no. pedestrian access gateways, one to serve the existing access pathway from the Church of Our Lady of Mount Carmel to the Presbytery, and the second to be located in the north east corner of the perimeter railing in the area of the existing tarmacadam ball courts.  We also propose to construct a new vehicular access gateway approximately half way between the Presbytery and Carriglea Grove to facilitate access to the school playing grounds from Ballycullen Avenue.
The following objections were received in relation to the application:

Mr Tom Fennelly on 26-Mar-2007
Firhouse Village Park Project Committee on 26-Mar-2007
Carriglea Residents Association on 27-Mar-2007

Carriglea Grove Residents on 28-Mar-2007
Mrs Rosanna Phelan on 03-Apr-2007

A representation in support of the application was received from Charlie O’Connor T.D. on 10-May-2007.
The following Additional Information was requested by the Council on 20-Apr-2007:

1. It is unclear from the information provided if the applicant has sufficient legal interest in the site to make an application for this proposed development. The applicant is requested to furnish proof of entitlement to make the application.

2. It is the policy of the Council as expressed in its Development Plan to promote sustainable development including connectivity and permeability rather than enclosed and gated developments. The proposed fencing around the school site would appear to be contrary to current Council policy and would involve significant alterations to the appearance of the Firhouse Village Area and the closing off of pedestrian walking routes through the lands. Please submit a rationale for the proposed development having regard to the above issues.

3. The applicant is requested to submit details of the planning permission reference number(s) for the school.

4. The applicant is requested to submit a plan of the proposed boundary treatment in order to assess how often metal panels would be intersected by pillars. In addition, Unsolicited information was received on 02/04/07 which shows a revised proposal for the location of the boundary to the west of the site whereby the boundary would be located in line with the boundary of the presbytery which would provide a set back of between 1.2m and 2.6m between the boundary of the site and Carriglea Grove. However, it is unclear how this boundary would be designed and the applicant is requested to include this revision in the plan of the boundary treatment requested above.

5. The applicant is requested to submit photographs/samples of the proposed fencing.

6. The proposed pedestrian access to the presbytery is outside the red line of the application site and the applicant is requested to clarify this.

7. The Council's Roads Department has recommended that the proposed entrance onto Ballycullen Avenue be omitted from the proposed development. The applicant is requested to submit revised drawings showing the omission of the proposed vehicular entrance to Ballycullen Avenue.
8. The applicant is requested to submit the following:

i) A detailed tree/ hedgerow survey for the entire application site.  These details should also be accompanied by a Arboricultural Impact Assessment and an Arboricultural Method Statement and include details in relation to tree protective measures.  The above details to be compiled by a qualified Arborist and be incompliance with British Standard 5837- 2005 Trees in relation to construction.

ii) In view of the above Arboricultural recommendations and findings the applicant shall submit revised drawings indicating the route of the proposed railing in the vicinity of existing trees and hedgerows within the development site.

iii)  detailed construction drawings illustrating cross sections and elevations through the proposed railing in the vicinity of existing trees.  These details should take into account the recommendation as outlined with in British Standard 5837- 2005 Trees in relation to construction. 
The Additional Information requested has not been received to date.

