COMHAIRLE CONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 14th May 2007.


	PRESENT


	Councillors
	Councillors

	Corr, M.
	Laing, S.

	Daly, J.
	Maloney, E.

	Daly, M.
	Murphy, M.

	Dowds, R.
	Neville, J.

	Gogarty, B.
	O’Conchúir, S.

	Hannon, J.
	O’Connell, G.

	Jones, C.
	Ridge, T.

	Keane, C.
	Tuffy, E.

	Keating, D.
	Walsh, E.

	King, C.
	Warren, K.


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan

	Directors / Heads of Function
	T. Doherty, P. Smith, P. Poole, F. Coffey, A. Jacob, J. Walsh, C. Henehan, M. Coleman

	Senior Executive Officers
	B. Coman, M. Judge, E. Cunningham, P. Murphy, H. Hogan, F. Nevin

	Senior Planner
	P. Hogan

	Senior Engineer
	J. McLoughlin

	Senior Executive Planner
	M. O’Sullivan

	Administrative Officer
	P. Fogarty, Y. Dervan, J. Browne, P. Fleming

	A/Administrative Officer
	U. Donnellan

	Senior Staff Officer
	A. Scanlon

	A/Senior Staff Officer
	T. Fallon

	A/Assistant Staff Officer
	M. Dunne

	Clerical Officers
	D. Crowe, B. Dalton

	IT Support
	C. Whelan


An apology for inability to attend was received from Cllr. T. Gilligan.
The Mayor, Councillor E. Maloney presided.

(C/0168/07)
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of South Dublin County Council, 10th April 2007, which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.

(C/0169/07)
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 3RD APRIL 2007 DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
(C/0170/07)
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE(2) - 11TH APRIL 2007 DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - GRANTS), PARKS, ENVIRONMENT AND HOUSING
Community Business:

The report by the Manger, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Application for Grants 

Application for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants to these organisations, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group
	Type of Application


	Date of Application


	Amount



	GF 1532
	Greenhills Boys Football Club
	Equipment Grant
	22/01/07
	€3,000



	GF 1514
	Greenhills Residents Association
	Start Up Costs for Community Groups
	15/12/06
	€500


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below.  Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group
	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount

€

	AGF 574
	Group Exhibition – Pauline Brady and Maeve Edwards
	Grant towards a group visual art exhibition in Rathfarnham Castle
	23/3/07
	€200


It was proposed by Councillor S. Laing, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grants recommended in the foregoing report.””
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor C. Keane and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2) 11th April 2007 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 

(C/0171/07)
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) -  16TH APRIL 2007
DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - GRANTS) AND HOUSING
Community Business:

The report by the Manger, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Application for Grants

Applications for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below.  Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	GF 1539
	Jobstown Baton Twirlers
	Start up Costs for Community Group
	08/02/07
	€500

	GF 1568
	South Dublin County Tourism
	Need & Feasibility Study
	02/04/07
	€1,000

	GF 1570
	Jobstown All Weather Pitch
	Equipment Grant
	03/04/07
	€3,000

	GF 1521
	Tallaght Choral Society
	Equipment Grant
	09/01/07
	€3,000

	GF 1544
	Tallaght Trojans Special Olympics
	Volunteer Training Grant
	15/02/07
	€750

	GF 1563
	IACI- Integration of African Children of Ireland
	Community Activity Including Sport Activity.
	13/03/07
	€500


A contribution is being made to the following groups

	Group
	Type of Application
	Amount



	An Garda Siochana- Jim Fleming
	Contribution towards basketball tournament for Tallaght Schools, 2006
	€1,000

	Teen Line Ireland
	Contribution towards ongoing research
	€1,000


It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants as recommended in the foregoing report”.
	Kilnamanagh Twirlers
	Contribution towards an international twirlers competitioin in Bournemouth.
	€500

	St. Anne’s Baton Twirlers
	Contribution towards an international twirlers competition in Holland
	€500


It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee (1) 16th April 2007 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 

(C/0172/07)
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 23RD APRIL 2007
DEALING WITH ROADS (1-REPORT EXTINGUISHMENT OF RIGHT OF WAY), PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES
Roads Business:

The report by the Manger, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY AT 283 BALROTHERY ESTATE, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24  MAP REF:  RE0617
The attached report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting on Monday 23rd April, 2007.

It was proposed by Councillor K.Warren, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and AGREED:

“That this Committee recommends to the Council that the public right of way at 283 BALROTHERY ESTATE, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24. - MAP REF RE 0617 be extinguished.

The extinguishment is to be effected by means of building up of walls and erection of an access gate at lane entrance. Keys to be issued to all affected residents.”

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way is a reserved function of the Council.

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:

“South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public right-of-way at 283 BALROTHERY ESTATE, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24, as shown coloured red on Drawing No. RE 0617 be extinguished.”
MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2)

Monday 23rd April, 2007   
HEADED ITEM No. 11

REPORT ON PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY AT 283 BALROTHERY ESTATE, TALLAGHT DUBLIN 24  - MAP REF  RE 0617

The following report was submitted to the Tallaght Area Committee (2) meeting on Monday 27th November, 2006.


“It was agreed at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 26th June, 2006 to initiate the procedure to extinguish the public right of way at 283 Balrothery Estate.


The proposal to extinguish the public right-of-way was advertised in the Irish Independent on Friday, August 11th, 2006 and signs were erected on site in accordance with Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993.  The latest date for receipt of objections, representations and requests for an oral hearing was Friday, 29th September, 2006.

One objection was received in response to the public advertisement/notice. The resident states that they live in a terraced house and require access to the laneway for various essential services and that the erection of gates is the preferable option.

Housing Maintenance have yet to confirm how it is proposed to effect the closure.  At present difficulties would be encountered in securing the laneway as the boundary walls of adjoining properties would allow encroachment onto the laneway as they are only approx. 1m in height.

Bord Gais, Eircom, ESB and NTL, have stated that they have no objections to the proposed extinguishment.

Environmental Services Department, Water Section have stated that they have no objection to the extinguishment. 

Environmental Services Department, Drainage Section has stated that they have no objection to the extinguishment, but have reported that there are two road gullies which suggests there is surface water drainage present. Access will have to be maintained to enable Roads Department to carry out maintenance. If the land is to be incorporated into private lands, the new landowner will assume responsibility for the local surface water sewer within those lands (and maintenance of same).  Otherwise South Dublin County Council should keep the land in charge.

Public Lighting Section have stated that they have no objection to the extinguishment, however there is a public lighting pole located in front of the laneway beside House No. 283, building work should not interfere with this. 


The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way and the granting of an oral hearing is a reserved function of the Council.

It is recommended that a recommendation be deferred pending a resolution to the closure difficulties.”


Following consideration of the report, it was agreed to defer a decision pending  resolution of the closure difficulties.”

Housing Maintenance have now reported that they are proposing to effect the closure by means of building up of walls and erection of an access gate at lane entrance. Keys to be issued to all affected residents.

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way and the granting of an oral hearing is a reserved function of the Council.

Any recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the attention of the Council.
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It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor  J. Hannon and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee (2) 23rd April 2007 – Roads Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 


(C/0173/07) LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (1) -  17TH APRIL 2007
DEALING WITH DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, CORPORATE SERVICES AND ROADS (1 REPORT - CONSULTATION PROCEDURES)
Roads Business:
The report by the Manger, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The following Motion was tabled at the Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee meeting on Tuesday 20th March 2007.

Motion: Councillor R. Dowds  Cathaoirleach’s Business

“That this Committee recommends to South Dublin County Council that consultation procedures within the Lucan/Clondalkin area be upgraded fortwith in order to ensure that as many people as possible will be directly consulted about issues which directly affect them and for which we have responsibility and that such changes apply throughout the County as a whole.”

Following consideration of the report (listed at the end of this report) the Committee requested that this motion be brought before the County Council for consideration with particular reference to Consultation Procedures associated with the Countywide parking strategy. 

CONSULTATION PROCEDURES

The consultation procedures engaged by the Roads Department of this  Council far exceed the requirements set out in the legislation.  In matters of local concern such as traffic calming, traffic issues at schools etc, local meetings are held, a leaflet drop may be arranged, or local community groups may be availed     of to inform residents of issues of concern.  These are in addition to advising local Councillors and advertising in the local and national press as is required.

Regarding issues of countywide concern it is not possible to engage with the public to this extent.  In such cases i.e. speed limit review and countrywide parking the consultation process entailed advertising in the local and national press and advising the local members.  In both instances a report was brought to the relevant area committee prior to a final report being brought to a full meeting of the Council where the necessary resolutions were passed.

Part (3) of Section 36 of the Road Traffic Act indicates clearly the process, which must be adhered to in progressing the approval of the Bye-Laws under this section. 

‘Before making bye-laws under this section (other than bye-laws relating to the fees to be paid in respect of the parking of vehicles), a road authority shall:

	Road Traffic Act Requirement:
	Compliance

	(a)
	Consult with the Commissioner
	Yes

	(b)
	Publish a notice in one or more newspapers circulating in the area to which the bye-laws relate—
	Yes*



	
	(I)
	Indicating that it is proposed to make bye-laws under this section
	

	
	(ii)
	Indicating the times at which, the period (being not less than one month) during which and the place (being a place within their functional area) where a copy of the draft bye-laws may be inspected,
	

	
	(iii)
	Stating that representations may be made in writing to the road authority in relation to the draft bye-laws before a specified date (which shall be not less than 2 weeks after the end of the period for inspection),
	

	
	(iv)
	Stating that a copy of the draft bye-laws may be purchased on payment of a fee not exceeding the reasonable cost of making such copies
	

	(c)
	Before deciding whether to make the bye-laws and determining their content, consider any observations made to them by the Commissioner or any representations made to them pursuant to paragraph (b) (iii)
	This report


The Council has adhered to the process.  The Bye-Laws have been enacted and the parking strategy is being implemented.

MEETING OF LUCAN-CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE 1

Tuesday, March 20, 2007

MOTION No. 16

MOTION: Councillor R. Dowds

Cathaoirleach's Business
That this Committee recommends to South Dublin County Council that consultation procedures within the Lucan/ Clondalkin area be upgraded forthwith in order to ensure that as many people as possible will be directly consulted about issues which directly affect them and for which we have responsibility and that such changes apply throughout the County as a whole.

REPORT
In all planning matters, South Dublin County Council adheres to statutory consultation procedures in accordance with the relevant National legislation.  In all cases the Council engages with local communities in a manner that goes well beyond current statutory requirements.

The Planning and Development Act 2000 sets out detailed public consultation requirements for statutory plans, including the County Development Plan, Local Area Plans and SDZ Planning Schemes.  

For non-statutory plans, which may include ‘Masterplans’, ‘Action Plans’, ‘Framework Plans’ and ‘Studies’ etc.  the Planning and Development Act does not prescribe methods of public consultation in respect of plan preparation processes.

In practice, the preparation of all such plans has included some form of public consultation including, inter alia, meetings with focus groups, facilitated workshop sessions, newspaper and website advertisements or questionnaires, leaflet drops and public meetings.  The most appropriate form(s) of consultation are generally determined at Project inception stage and will vary depending on the location, nature and extent of the plan to be prepared.

Experience in respect of both statutory and non-statutory plans has proven that public consultation must be carefully considered as it can be relatively expensive (newspaper ads/leaflet design and distribution/venue hire), is usually a unique, ‘one-off’ activity that may require specialist facilitators and always requires significant staff commitment before, during and after any event, often working outside of ‘normal’ work hours.  It is only a limited element of this work that is readily apparent.  Experience has also proven that it is often more effective to focus or target consultation rather than attempt to ‘catch-all’.  

It is considered that planning consultation procedures do not need to be upgraded or changed, but it is important to emphasise that public consultation must be carefully considered and targeted in order to ensure to most effective and efficient use of resources and value for money, both in operational terms and in relation to priority and scale of the plan to be undertaken.”

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors R. Dowds and T. Ridge and M. Murphy.
Mr. Frank Coffey, Director of Transportation and Mr. T. Doherty, Director of Planning responded to the Members queries.

It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1) 17th April 2007 – Roads Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 

(C/0174/07)
LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 24TH APRIL 2007
DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - GRANTS) AND HOUSING 
Community Business:
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below.  Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount

€

	AGF 575
	Ronanstown Community Development Project
	Grant towards an innovative arts project to engage with lone parents.
	23/3/07
	€2,500


It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds, seconded by Councillor G. O’ Connell and RESOLVED:

“That this Committtee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants as recommended in the foregoing report”.

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor R. Dowds  and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2) 24th April 2007 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 

(C/0175/07)
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0176/07) 
ENVIRONMENTAL STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE i)  MEETING    OF 2ND MAY 2007
i)  Meeting of 2nd May 2007 (no quorum)
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0177/07)
TRANSPORTATION STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE  i )  MEETING OF 3RD MAY 2007 

i) Meeting of 3rd may 2007 (no quorum)
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0178/07)
SPORTS, RECREATION, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PARKS STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE i) REPORT OF MEETING HELD ON 9TH MAY 2007, ii) MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 1ST MARCH 2007

The reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

“i) Report of Meeting held on 9th May 2007
Attendance


Members



Officials

Cllr M Daly        

 P Smith, Director of Services

Cllr D Keating

             B Coman, Senior Executive Officer

Cllr C. Jones                              T O’Hagan, Senior Community Officer

Cllr K Warren                            A Casserly Sports Officer

 G Fitzgibbon, Administrative Officer                                                                             

Cllr J Neville

Cllr B Gogarty

A. Shields

S Reid

C Johnston

Apologies


Cllr J Daly

Cllr.R.Dowds 

Cllr A White

J Coghlan

An Cathaoirleach Councillor M. Daly presided.

1/ Minutes of meeting of 1st March 2007 were discussed and matters arising dealt with.

Proposed by Cllr Mark Daly and seconded by Cllr D Keating the minutes were agreed as a true record.

2/ Facilities Update:

B Coman presented an update of Community Facilities and proposed works on refurbishment and new build projects in accordance with the Council’s Capital Works Programme 2007 – 2009.

A presentation was also given on the current list of facilities within the County area.

Following a debate to which Cllrs M Daly, D Keating, B Gogarty, J Neville , A Shields,  C Johnston and P.Smith contributed and all queries answered the Reports were Noted.

3/ Sports Partnership Report

A Casserly Sports Officer presented a report on the establishment and workings of the South Dublin County Sports Partnership.

Following a debate to which Cllrs M Daly and B. Gogarty contributed the Presentation was Noted.

4/ Dormant Accounts Sports Funding

A Casserly Sports Officer presented report on up to date position regarding the request for funding under this Funding stream and the Partnership’s recommendation for funding for 32 projects. Reported that a decision on this funding was expected on 10th May 07.

Following a debate to which Cllr M Daly and C Johnston contributed the Report was Noted.

5/ Revision of Community Grants Booklet  

T. O’Hagan presented a report on proposals for revision of the Community Grants Scheme and increase in grants available in line with experience of the Community Teams in the past two years.

 A debate followed to which Cllrs M Daly, B. Gogarty, C Jones and S Reid and C Johnston contributed .Discussion also took place re changing wording re “micro business”.

Report was then Noted.

The report will now be presented to each Area Committee and then to the Council for adoption.

6/ Community Business

     Motion: Cllr D Keating

“That the Manager would present a detailed report for discussion, including draft details of and drawings, on the proposed development of a New Sports and Leisure Centre in Lucan, incorporating a New Swimming Pool"   

The motion was withdrawn by Cllr Keating to be dealt with at Area Committee level and also having regard to the report to the April Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting noting that drawings and design of the proposed pool complex at Lucan will be forwarded to the Area Committee members for their feedback prior to proceeding to Part 8 by end May 2007.

7/ New Member

The Cathaoirleach Cllr M Daly welcomed Sean Reid as new member to the Committee and thanked Anne Pilkington for all her valuable work and commitment whilst on the Committee. 

It was agreed that the Director of Services communicate with Anne and thank her on behalf of the Cathaoirleach and the Committee for all her diligent efforts.

8/ A.O.B.

A Shields raised 3 matters for discussion 

a/ Access for members to the Building for meetings

b/ Quorum requirement

c/ Putting forward Motions by non-elected members

Agreed that these matters be discussed with A Shields prior to the next meeting  

The meeting concluded at 7.10 pm”
The report was NOTED.

“ii) Minutes of Meeting held on 1st March 2007
Attendance

Members



Officials

Cllr M Daly        

P Smith, Director of Services

Cllr D Keating

           B Coman, Senior Executive Officer

Cllr C. Jones                             C.Boylan, Senior Parks Superintendent

Cllr K Warren                           A Casserly Sports Officer

Cllr B. Gogarty

           G Fitzgibbon, Administrative Officer                                                                             

 Cllr J Neville

Cllr A White

A. Shields

A Pilkington                                  

In attendance as Guests:

Mayor Cllr E. Maloney

J. Horan County Manager

Cllr C Keane

Cllr  M Corr

J. Delaney CEO, FAI

W. Clarke

J. Crawford         FAI Community Development Officers

B. Ferguson

Apologies
Cllr J Daly

Cllr.R.Dowds 

C. Johnston

J Coghlan

The meeting then proceeded to the official launch of the Council’s joint venture with the FAI of the FAI Community Development Officers Programme.

The Mayor Cllr E. Maloney officially launched the programme and following contributions by Cllr M Daly, Chairperson of the Sport, Recreation, Community and Parks Strategic Policy Committee, P Smith, Director Services and J Delaney CEO, FAI a debate ensued on the programme generally. 

The programme involves a joint venture between South Dublin County Council and the FAI on the provision of 3 FAI Community Development Officers covering the areas of Lucan, Clondalkin and Tallaght.

The meeting noted the reports on Agenda items which had been circulated.

The meeting also agreed Minutes and report as circulated of previous meetings.

The meeting and launch concluded at 6.45 pm”
The minutes were NOTED.

(C/0179/07)
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0180/07)
QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge    and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 Questions numbered Q1 to Q11 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
(C/0181/07) 
RECYCLE POSTERS
QUESTION:  Councillor M. Corr   
To ask the Manager to indicate what provisions have been put in place in order to assist/encourage General Election candidates to recycle the numerous posters that have been placed about the county? 

REPLY: 
From investigations made by the Council it is understood that most election posters are made from corriboard which is a plastic type material. To the best of the Council’s knowledge there are two companies in Ireland who will accept plastic posters for recycling. The following are the details of the companies concerned;

· Retech Processing, Enterprise Centre, Kingscourt, Co. Cavan.
· www.retech-processing.com  Tel; 042 9668703 

The posters would be melted down at the plant in Cavan, the print on the posters vacumed off and the plastic made into pellets. The pellets would then be sold on to a company which makes black PP plastic building products.

· Clearpoint Recycling, Ballylynch, Carrick on Suir, Co. Tipperary  
· Tel; 051 642332 
The posters would be baled as they are and exported for reprocessing into plastic products. 

The Council will write to all the political parties and to all the candidates in the South Dublin County area informing them of the facilities as set out above. The parties/candidates should contact the companies concerned before making arrangements to deliver the posters to the companies.   

Any posters which are made from plain cardboard and which do not contain solvents or adhesives may be brought to the Council’s Civic Amenity and Recycling Centre at Ballymount where they may be disposed of for recycling free of charge.

The Council expects all parties and candidates to remove election posters including their plastic ties, within seven days after the election.

(C/0182/07) 
SHELTERED ACCOMMODATION 

QUESTION:  Councillor M. Corr   

To ask the Manager to provide details of any plans to provide Senior Citizen/Sheltered accommodation in the County over the next two years?

REPLY
The Council's Housing Strategy and the Council's Housing Action Plan both identify the need to increase significantly the units of housing units for older persons in the County. In particular the absence of Sheltered accommodation in the County has been identified as a priority. While the needs of this sector of the housing market was traditionally dealt with by providing numbers of units in small clusters, current plans provide for the provision of units in a more dedicated complex which would have all necessary facilities on site or immediately adjacent.

Later this month the Council sheltered scheme at Liscarne will be officially opened by the Mayor. A small infill sheltered scheme is also being provided at Cherryville, Clondalkin. These units will be ready for handover from the developer shortly.

Under Part V arrangements it is proposed that sheltered accommodation will be provided at the site of the former Eircom Training Centre at Wainsfort Road, Terenure and at the development known as The Arena in Tallaght Towncentre. It is envisaged that the units in these developments will be managed on behalf of the Council by a Voluntary Housing Association with the relevant expertise to manage such a facility. Some of these units may become available in late 2007, but this timeframe is subject to change, as the Council is reliant on the developer in that regard. The remaining units should be available for occupation in 2008. It is also anticipated that a number of units with sheltered care will be provided at Fortfield Square, but full details have yet to be finalised with the developer.

A number of other proposals are being considered at present at various locations throughout the County and Members will be kept informed of further progress in due course.
(C/0183/07) 
REPAK 

QUESTION:  Councillor M. Daly   
To ask the Manager will he confirm that  direct funding for the establishment of new bring centres is due from REPAK and if so have they developed a system of accepting cardboard which would help to eliminate the problem of boxes being left at the sites when the banks are full? 

REPLY: 
REPAK Limited is a compliance scheme established under a voluntary agreement between industry and the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government. It was established as industry’s response to the obligations placed on Ireland by the EU Directive on Packaging and Packaging Waste (94/62/EC) and is the only Approved Scheme under the Waste Management (Packaging) Regulations. To this end, REPAK, through its members’ fees, provides funding to local authorities to promote recycling. Part of this funding is put towards the expansion of the glass recycling bring bank networks operated by the local authorities. 

The funds provided by REPAK are used to purchase glass recycling bring bank containers. In August 2006, Repak sought information from  local authorities regarding the number of bring bank sites which the local authorities plan to establish over the time period 2007 – 2009, in order that REPAK can budget for the future provision of these bring bank containers. South Dublin County Council has forwarded its requirements to Repak in this regard.

It is the responsibility of the local authorities to identify locations for these bring bank sites and to fund the servicing of these bring banks. REPAK also provides a small subsidy for this purpose based on the tonnages of glass and plastic collected. 

South Dublin County Council, in agreement with the three other Dublin local authorities, has decided not to install litter bins at the bring bank locations as it is considered that to do so would encourage further illegal dumping of boxes, bags etc at the litter bins.

The Council’s Litter Wardens carry out regular inspections at bring bank sites and legal proceedings are taken against persons responsible for dumping where evidence sufficient for Court purposes is found. 

(C/0184/07) 
GRASS CUTTING 

QUESTION:  Councillor M. Daly   
To ask the Manager to outline what procedures are in place to allow the Parks grass cutting teams to return to areas not completed on the initial visit the following day. Will he clarify that the schedules are flexible to ensure a quality finish to grassed areas within the county? 

REPLY:
Grass cutting is arranged on a rota system in accordance with available resources. If an area is uncut on one day the cutting is completed the following or next nearest day. Due to climatic conditions, machinery breakdown or that the machinery is required elsewhere it is the supervisors decision to determine the priority in relation to the rota.

However the aim in all cases is to return and complete the cutting of each area as part of a flexible rota.
(C/185/07) 
ILLEGAL ENCAMPMENTS 

QUESTION:  Councillor M. Daly   
To ask the Manager what progress if any has been made to deal with the probable influx of illegal encampments to the county during the summer. Would he agree that the provision of transient site in the county is long overdue and will he make a statement on the matter? 

REPLY:
In accordance with the Council's Traveller Accommodation Programme prepared under the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998, it is an objective of the Council to consider the provision of transient accommodation in the county during the term of the current Traveller Accommodation Programme.

It has generally been agreed that in the Greater Dublin Area, transient accommodation in each county would be provided in a coordinated and comprehensive manner as part of a network of transient sites provided by each of the relevant local authorities. A number of meetings between the relevant authorities have been held to consider how such an integrated plan could be developed and delivered but to date no consensus on the matter has been reached. Efforts in this regard will continue.

In the last number of years, there have been no large scale movement of Travellers to the county during the summer period. Therefore, the need for a transient facility in the county is not clearly established. It is clear however that the significant provision of new Traveller specific accommodation in the county during the last number of years has also considerably assisted in this regard. The provision of the new permanent Traveller specific housing has also allowed two of the larger and older temporary sites in the county to be permanently closed.

(C/0186/07) PARKING STRATEGY

QUESTION:  Councillor R. Dowds   
To ask the Manager what costs have been incurred installing the South Dublin Parking Strategy? 

REPLY:
In 1998 South Dublin County Council commissioned Carl Bro Ireland, in association with TRL, to undertake a Countywide Parking Study to examine and assess existing parking provisions, both on-street and off-street, and to identify associated problems including deficiencies in the levels of parking provided, adequacy of parking cotrols, particularly in relation to on-street parking and the use of short-term parking areas for long-stay parking, estimated future parking demand and the implementation of on-street parking controls and associated charges. Based on thei nitial report, the consultants were subsequently appointed to develop a Parking Strategy and to review implementation proposals for this strategy, arising from which Bye laws were drafted and a pilot scheme implemented in the town of Lucan commencing in 2003.

In line with the Parking Strategy, South Dublin County Council then commissioned the preparation of Draft Control of Parking Bye laws to regulate and control on-street parking in the areas of Rathfarnham, Clondalkin, Palmerstown, Rathcoole and Saggart. Tenders were invited for the supply of Pay and Display machines and also for the enforcement of the parking regulations for those areas.  The tenders received from UTS Global Ltd. and CPS ireland Ltd. respectively were successful and the companies appointed to carry out this work, the current status of which is as follows:

· Rathfarnham - Pay and Display operative since December, 2006

· Clondalkin     - Machines installed and pay and Display due to commence 30/04/07

· Palmerstown- Machines installed and pay and Display due to commence 30/04/07

· Rathcoole    - Machines installation nearing completion

· Saggart      -  Machine installation nearing completion

 To date almost €1.8million costs have been incurred.

(C/0187/07) PARKING STRATEGY
QUESTION:  Councillor R. Dowds   
To ask the Manager what monies to date have been made from the parking strategy for South Dublin? 
REPLY:
In 1998 South Dublin County Council commissioned Carl Bro Ireland, in association with TRL, to undertake a Countywide Parking Study to examine and assess existing parking provisions, both on-street and off-street, and to identify associated problems including deficiencies in the levels of parking provided, adequacy of parking cotrols, particularly in relation to on-street parking and the use of short-term parking areas for long-stay parking, estimated future parking demand and the implementation of on-street parking controls and associated charges. Based on the initial report, the consultants were subsequently appointed to develop a Parking Strategy and to review implementation proposals for this strategy, arising from which Bye laws were drafted and a pilot scheme implemented in the town of Lucan commencing in 2003.

In line with the Parking Strategy, South Dublin County Council then commissionesd the preparation of Draft Control of Parking Bye laws to regulate and control on-street parking in the areas of Rathfarnham, Clondalkin, Palmerstown, Rathcoole and Saggart. Tenders were invited for the supply of Pay and Display machines and also for the enforcement of the parking regulations for those areas.  The tenders received from UTS Global Ltd. and CPS ireland Ltd. respectively were successful and the companies appointed to carry out this work, the current status of which is as follows:

·     Rathfarnham - Pay and Display operative since December, 2006

· Clondalkin     - Machines installed and Pay and Display operative since   30/04/07

· Palmerstown-  Machines installed and Pay and Display operative since   30/04/07

·   Rathcoole    -  Machine installation nearing completion

· Saggart      -   Machine installation nearing completion

Pay and Display parking is currently being enforced in Lucan (in operation since 2003) and Rathfarnham (commenced operation in December 2006). The income generated to date is just under €1million. 
(C/0188/07) 
LUAS
QUESTION:  Councillor R. Dowds   
To ask the Manager for a report on the intended Luas spur to West Tallaght and Saggart including the following information:

1. The projected cost.

2. The length of the line.

3. Projected commencement and completion.

 
REPLY:
The extension of the LUAS Spur to West Tallaght is a project being developed by the RPA and private interests.   The Council are only involved as the intended route traverses Council land and in part runs alongside the proposed Embankment Road/Saggart route. This will entail transfer of these lands to the R.P.A.  There is also a large watermain located near/alongside the route.  

The detailed information sought by the Councillor on cost, commencement and completion date is not available to the Council. The length of line and layout are understood to be the same as the original proposal.    

 
The date for the Public Enquiry by the Railway Inspector has not yet been set. 
(C/0189/07) 
SPEED LIMIT

QUESTION:  Councillor M. Murphy   
To ask the Manager to comment on the current condition of the Speed Limit Signage that was put in place for the introduction of the new km/hr limits in February 2005 on the Nass road between the Red Cow roundabout and the City boundary. Could the Manager give an indication as to how long he thinks some of the statutory signage is missing and explain how many different speeds apply on the Naas road within this County. Could the Manager outline what are the plans to improve the Speed Limit Signage on this section of road? 

REPLY:
The speed limits that are currently in place on the N7 from the Kildare County Boundary to the City Boundary are as follows:

· Kildare County Boundary to Newlands Cross: 
100kph

· Newlands Cross to M50:


   
80kph

-
M50 to City Boundary:



60kph

· In addition special roadwork speed limits of 50kph apply within the M50 Upgrade site which extends approximately 500m either side of the M50.

The above different speed limits reflect the varying nature of the N7 road  from ‘urban’ near City Boundary to ‘quasi-rural’ near the Kildare Boundary.

A check on speed limit signage in early March 2007 revealed the following between the Monastery Road Junction and the City Boundary;

Inbound 
· 60 kph sign in median at Park & Ride site – none in verge

· 60 kph repeater sign at scrapyard (opposite Red Cow Hotel) none in median

· 60 kph repeater sign near Old Killeen Road in verge: none in media

- 50 kph sign at Woodies in verge and median

Note:
Speed limit signs are not generally put in median alongside Luas lines.

Outbound
- 50 kph repeaters at City Boundary 

 - 60 kph at Woodies in verge: none in median

 - 60 kph repeater at Modern Plant premises in verge: none in median

- 80 kph at Park & Ride site  (both verge and median)

It may be noted that the above locations where signs were absent from the verge or median fall within the curtillage of the M50 Upgrade works, the site of which is currently in possession of the Joint Venture contractors.  An approach has been made to them to have these signs replaced.  

In addition, speed limit markings i.e. ROUNDELS showing 60 kph was painted on the Naas Road from the M50 site to the City Boundary in week commencing 16th April 2007. 

The situation will be kept under review, and additional repeater signs will be erected if deemed appropriate or necessary. 
(C/0190/07) 
HOUSE PURCHASE 

QUESTION:  Councillor K. Warren   
To ask the Manager to state the total number of houses purchased by South Dublin County Council for purposes of social housing in the Dublin 24 area over the past 3 years, a particular breakdown of where these houses have been purchased (i.e. the total number of houses in X estate), to set out the policy of the Council in respect of purchasing of existing housing stock in the second hand market, the total sum of money allocated for this over the past 3 years, and the factors involved before the Council make a decision to purchase i.e. price, location, etc., and if he will make a statement on the matter?

REPLY
The following are the number of  previously owned dwellings purchased by the Council in the last three years in the Dublin 24 area.

2005                3 purchased

2006                7 purchased

2007               30 purchased (as at 1st May 2007)

The numbers of units purchased depends on various factors, including demand in a particular area from the housing list, availability of suitable dwellings for purchase and  availability of funding from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government. Funding for purchases is made from within the Annual Housing Capital Allocation. An decision to increase the number of purchases was made in the middle of last year as there had been a number of unavoidable delays in the delivery pipeline for direcltly procured units.

The purchase of previously owned dwellings throughout the County has been an integral part of housing provision over the years and has been used to augment supply. It is also used to promote social integration and in this regard the Council would examine factors such as the housing mix, housing tenure and housing type in the immediate area before  a decision to purchase would be made.
(C/0191/07) 
M50 – LITTER AND RUBBISH
QUESTION:  Councillor A. White   
To ask the Manager how often the M50 is cleared of rubbish and litter? 

REPLY: 
Under the terms of the contract between South Dublin County Council and Oxigen Environmental Ltd. who carry out road sweeping and litter picking for the Council on the roads network, the M50 motorway is swept and litter picked on a quarterly basis.
The M50 motorway from its boundary with Fingal County to the Balrothery Interchange is currently under the control of the contractor who is carrying out upgrading works and is therefore not included in the road sweeping contract with Oxigen Environmental Ltd. at present.  
The section of the motorway from the Balrothery Interchange to the Dun Laoghaire/ Rathdown County boundary was last swept by the contractor in late April 2007 and is scheduled for its next sweep in July 2007 in accordance with the terms of the contract. Where dumping occurs it is removed by the Council’s cleansing crew.

(C/0192/07) 
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS
The reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

The Recorders, Whitehall Road East

“The following report was considered at the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting of 3rd April 2007.
“Statutory Notice has been given in the public press of the Council’s intention to consider the making of a declaration that the roads in the following estate,
(1) The Recorders, Whitehall Road East

as set out in the Schedule attached, be public roads.

No objections were received. 

It is recommended that the roads be declared to be public roads.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next meeting.”

It was proposed by Councillor C Keane, seconded by Councillor S Laing and AGREED:

“That this Committee recommends that the roads be declared to be public roads.”

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:-

“That the roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to be public roads.”

SCHEDULE FOR THE RECORDERS, WHITEHALL ROAD EAST

LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA: - TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM
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BC No: 1330
TOWNLAND: PERRYSTOWN

AREA COMMITTEE:- TERENURE-RATHFARNHAM

ELECTORAL DIVISION: - TEMPLEOGUE – KIMMAGE MANOR

	ROAD NAME
	LENGTH

(m)
	DESCRIPTIONS

	THE RECORDERS
	55m
	From its junction with Whitehall Road East southward for 55metres to the gate of Terenure Badminton Club.

	Footpath “A”
	35m
	From its junction with Kimmage Manor Way southwestward for 35metres to a point in line with the western boundary of No4 The Recorders.
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Stonepark Abbey, Rathfarnham
The following report was considered at the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting of 3rd April.

“Statutory Notice has been given in the public press of the Council’s intention to consider the making of a declaration that the roads in the following estate,
(1) Stonepark Abbey, Rathfarnham

as set out in the Schedule attached, be public roads.

No objections were received. 

It is recommended that the roads be declared to be public roads.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next meeting.”

It was proposed by Councillor C Keane, seconded by Councillor S Laing and AGREED:

“That this Committee recommends that the roads be declared to be public roads.”

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:-

“That the roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to be public roads.”

SCHEDULE FOR STONEPARK ABBEY, RATHFARNHAM

LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA: - TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM
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BC No: 996
TOWN LAND:  RATHFARNHAM ELECTORAL DIVISION: RATHFARNHAM 

	NAME
	LENGTH

(m)
	DESCRIPTIONS

	Stonepark Abbey
	814
	From its junction with Longwood Park, eastward for 55m to roundabout of 56m. 

Also including from its junction with roundabout northward for 18m. 

Also including that part from its junction with roundabout, eastward for 68m, southeastward for 30m, eastward for 171m, northward for 279m to its junction with Stonepark Orchard.

Also including that part, from its junction opposite site No. 65 eastward for 137m to the end of its turning bay.

	Stonepark Court
	68
	From its junction with Stonepark Abbey, westwards for 68m to the end of its turning bay.

	Stonepark Orchard
	138
	From its junction with Stonepark Abbey westward for 77m to meet that part northeastward for 10m also southwestward for 51 m to the end of its turning bay.
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Swiftbrook Estate, Tallaght

The following report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting of 23rd April 2007.

“Statutory Notice has been given in the public press of the Council’s intention to consider the making of a declaration that the roads in the following estate,
(1) Swiftbrook, Tallaght

as set out in the Schedule attached, be public roads.

No objections were received. 

It is recommended that the roads be declared to be public roads.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next meeting.”

It was proposed by Councillor K Warren, seconded by Councillor M Corr and AGREED:

“That this Committee recommends that the roads be declared to be public roads.”

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:-

“That the roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to be public roads.”
SCHEDULE FOR SWIFTBROOK ESTATE, TALLAGHT

LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA: - TALLAGHT
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BC No: 764
TOWN LAND:  JOBSTOWN ELECTORAL DIVISION: TALLAGHT
	ROADNAME
	LENGTH

(m)
	DESCRIPTION

	Swiftbrook Avenue
	185


	From its junction with Fortunestown Way, northwestward for 121m to the end of its turning bay. Also including that part, from a point opposite house no. 1, northeastward for 64m to its junction with Swiftbrook Drive at a point opposite house no.15

	Swiftbrook Drive
	349


	From its junction with Swiftbrook Avenue at a point opposite house no.l 5, northwestward for 35m to the end of its turning bay at house no. 1. Also including that part from its junction with Swiftbrook Avenue at a point opposite house no.l 5, southwestward for 78m, southward for 45m, eastward for 74m, then northeastward for 94m to the end of its turning bay at house no. 95. Also including that part from its junction opposite house no. 81 southeastward for 23m to the end of its turning bay at house no. 103.

	Swiftbrook Park
	94


	From its junction with Swiftbrook Drive opposite house no. l0, northeastward for 94m to the end of its turning bay at house no. 19.

	Swiftbrook Close
	123


	From its junction with Swiftbrook Avenue southwestward for 70m, then northwestward for 53m to the end of its turning bay at house no. 28.
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Uppercross, Ballyowen Lane, Lucan

The following report was considered at the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting of 17th April 2007.

“Statutory Notice has been given in the public press of the Council’s intention to consider the making of a declaration that the roads in the following estate,
(1) Uppercross, Ballyowen Lane, Lucan
as set out in the Schedule attached, be public roads.

No objections were received. 

It is recommended that the roads be declared to be public roads.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next meeting.”

It was proposed by Councillor R Dowds, seconded by Councillor B Gogarty and AGREED:

“That this Committee recommends that the roads be declared to be public roads.”

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:-

“That the roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to be public roads.”

SCHEDULE FOR:  Uppercross

LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA:  Lucan 

	TOWNLAND:
	Ballyowen
	B.C. NO:
	1231

	ELECTORAL DIVISION
	Lucan
	
	


	ROADNAME
	LENGTH(m)
	DESCRIPTION

	    Uppercross
	       93m
	From its junction with Ballyowen Lane, northeastward for 93m to the end of its turning bay.

	    Footpath ‘A’
	       34m
	From its junction with footpath on Uppercross, southeastward for 34m along Ballyowen Lane.
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It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor C. Keane and RESOLVED: 

“That the roads referred to in the attached schedules be and are hereby declared to be public roads.”

(C/0193/07) PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0194/07)
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF SITE AT FORTUNESTOWN WAY, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 TO JOHN O' CONNOR.
It was AGREED to defer this item to the next Council Meeting.
(C/0195/07)
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST AT 2 ASHWOOD LAWNCLONDALKIN D22
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Mr Stephen Tracey & Ms Linda Hayden to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Mr Tracey & Ms Hayden have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	2 Ashwood Lawns, Clondalkin, Dublin 22


	Mr Tracey & Ms Hayden
	20/01/’78
	Daniel & Joanna Moynihan
	€450.00


J. Horan,

 

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0196/07)
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AREA OF LAND AT REAR OF 12 ORCHARD ROAD, CLONDALKIN TO CHRISTOPHER AND MARGARET MOORE
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“An application was received from Christopher and Margaret Moore of 12 
Orchard Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 to acquire an area of land measuring 170 sq.m. approximately at the rear of their property.  This property was acquired by the Council on the 21st April, 1995 from the Personal Representatives of the late Henry J. McConville (Deceased) and the house and portion of the garden was subsequently disposed of to Mr. and Mrs. Moore on the 8th July, 1996.  The Council retained a portion of the rear garden for future development purposes.  However the Council has no plans to develop the site and now wishes to dispose of same.

The Council’s Valuer has recommended the following terms as being fair and reasonable:-

1.
That the Council dispose of its interest in the subject plot for the 
consideration of €30,000 (thirty thousand euro).

2.
That the applicant incorporates the area into their rear garden and 
constructs a boundary wall, to match and tie into existing boundary walls.

3.
That the land to be used for garden purposes only but may incorporate a 
domestic garage subject to planning permission.

4.
That the Council shall retain a wayleave to services that exist in the land (if any).

5.
That each party are responsible for their own professional fees.

6.
That the applicant shall obtain the written consent of the Council prior to 
entering onto the subject plot for the purpose of carrying out any works 
thereon.

Accordingly, I recommend that the Council dispose of its interest in the area of land measuring approximately 170 sq. m. or thereabouts at the rear of 12 Orchard Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 to Christopher and Margaret Moore in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the above terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer.

J. Horan

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0197/07)
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF SITE AT OUTER RING ROAD, BALDONNELL LOWER TO SHIREEN PROPERTIES LIMITED 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The Council acquired an area of land from Shireen Properties Limited and Humphreys for the construction of Phase I of the Outer Ring Road at Baldonnell Lower, County Dublin.  Following the completion of the road a surplus strip of land became available.  Shireen Properties Limited have now applied to the Council to acquire these lands and incorporate them into their landholding.

The Chief Valuer was instructed to enter into negotiations with the owners and has now recommended the following terms and conditions to be fair and reasonable:-

1.
That the land to be disposed of comprises an area of 1.305 acres or thereabouts (subject to agreed and accurate mapping) as shown outlined in red on the attached copy map Ref: D12126 SVY.

2.
That the disposal price in full and final settlement shall be in the sum of 
€1,000,000 (one million euro) payable as follows:

(a)
10% on signing of a contract which shall take place no later than 
31st July, 2007;

(b)
The balance on or before 31st January, 2009.

Penalty interest at the rate of 12% per annum shall apply to any outstanding sums.

3.
That subject to planning permission, the applicant (or its successor in title) shall complete the construction of a new boundary wall and railings, being a low stone faced wall with railings atop (as seen, for example, on the Adamstown Link Road), incorporating a development entrance, around the enlarged site at the back of the footpath from points A to B on the attached copy map.

4.
That, subject to planning permission being received, the Council shall permit the creation of a development access from the applicant’sretained lands across the disposal lands onto the local road network. Similarly,the  Council shall permit access to available water and foul drainage services in the adjoining roadway, across disposal lands subject to planning permission and the payment of any normal connection charges by the applicant.

5.
That the Council shall retain all necessary wayleaves and rights of access 
to existing services in the disposal lands.

6.      That the Council shall transfer the unencumbered Fee Simple Interest in 
the lands (same for any wayleaves).

7.
That the parties shall be responsible for their own professional fees in this case.

8.
That the applicant shall provide evidence of freehold title in possession to the retained lands.

Accordingly, I recommend that the Council dispose of its interest in the area of land at the Outer Ring Road, Baldonnell Lower, County Dublin comprising an area of 1.305 acres or thereabouts as shown outlined in red on Map Ref: D12126 SVY to Shireen Properties Limitedin accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the above terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer.

J. Horan

County Manager”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor T. Ridge.  

Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Economic Development responded to the Members query.

The report was NOTED.
(C/0198/07)
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF LANDS AT REAR OF SYCAMORE DRIVE AND SYCAMORE AVENUE, KINGSWOOD, DUBLIN 24 - VARIATION IN NAME OF HOUSEOWNERS OF 51 SYCAMORE AVENUE
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The Council at its meeting held on 10th October 2005 noted the proposal to dispose of a linear strip of land spanning the rear of nos. 15 – 20 Sycamore Drive and 29 – 53 (odd nos.) Sycamore Avenue, Kingswood as shown hatched on Drawing No. DEV. 6115D to the 19 householders concerned, Minute No. C/00661/05 refers.

The legal transfer of these lands is being finalised at present and in this connection the Council was notified that the property at 51 Sycamore Avenue is in the joint names of Joan Byrne and Imelda O’ Brien and accordingly the disposal of plot at rear should also be in the joint names. The original disposal report stated that the disposal was in the sole name of Joan Byrne.

I recommend that in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 that the Council vary the terms of the above proposed disposal to note the change in names of the property at 51 Sycamore Avenue from Joan Byrne to Joan Byrne and Imelda O’ Brien. The terms of the disposal otherwise to remain unchanged.

J. Horan 

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0199/07)
DRAFT PLANNING GUIDELINES ON THE PROVISION OF CHILDREN'S PLAY FACILITIES
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Report on Draft Planning Guidance on the Provision of Children’s Play Facilities in New Developments

Introduction

The Planning Department has produced Draft Planning Guidance on the Provision of Children’s Play Facilities in New Developments. This Planning Guidance document will supplement Development Plan policies (in particular SCR 23) and provide appropriate guidance on how children’s play facilities should be incorporated into new developments. 

Background

‘Ready Steady Play! A National Play Policy’ was published by the National Children’s Office in March 2002. The Principal aim of the National Play is to improve the quality of children’s lives through the provision of play opportunities. 

In accordance with the requirements of the National Play Policy, in 2006 South Dublin County Council adopted a play policy “Developing Play in South Dublin County, 2006-2009” that seeks to improve provision for children’s play across the county. Actions identified in the play policy, include the development of a framework to guide the provision of play facilities in new developments in the County.  

Proposal

The Draft Planning Guidance on the Provision of Children’s Play Facilities in New Developments provides guidance on how children’s play facilities should be incorporated into new developments. 

The Draft Guidance seeks to facilitate the development of a hierarchical network of children’s play facilities in the county catering for children of different age groups within reasonable travelling distances from their homes. The hierarchy of provision is based on providing frequent smaller play areas for younger children close to their homes and less frequent, larger play facilities for older children further away. The guidelines also provide a framework for determining the hierarchy of play facilities to be provided in new developments based on the number and type of units to be provided. It is envisaged that Children’s play provision in new developments will complement playground provision made by the Council in regional parks and elsewhere. 

Consultation:

The Draft Planning Guidance on the Provision of Children’s Play Facilities in New Developments was presented to the Planning and Economic Development SPC on March 21st 2007. The Draft Guidance was included as a headed item on the three Area Committee Meetings in April and following agreement from the all Area Committee’s is included as a headed item for the Full Council Meeting in May.

Recommendation:

It is recommended that the Draft Guidance on the Provision of Children’s Play Facilities in New Developments be adopted as a Planning Guidance Document, further to the County Development Plan and in particular Policy SCR23.

DRAFT

PLANNING GUIDANCE ON THE PROVISION OF CHILDREN’S PLAY FACILITIES IN NEW DEVELOPMENTS

October 2006 
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South Dublin County Council

Development Plan 2004 - 2010 

Introduction and context

1.1 This Planning Guidance document is intended to supplement policies in the South Dublin County Development Plan by providing guidance on:

(i)  the type and scale of new developments that will be expected to incorporate children’s play facilities; and 

(ii) the hierarchy and type of play facilities that should be provided in new developments.
Facts and figures about South Dublin County

· The 2002 census recorded that in South Dublin County, almost one-quarter of the population was aged between 0-14 years. 

· In 2000, the birth rate in South Dublin County, at 16.9 births per 1000 people, was the highest of the Dublin counties and second highest rate in the country. 

· The number of households in South Dublin County increased by 19% between 1996 and 2002, while the population increased by 9.2%.

· In recent years, housing development in the County has occurred at an average rate of an additional 2,800 new dwellings per year.

· In 2002, 25% of the new residential units built in the County were apartments and apartments represent 83% of current construction activity. 

· Lands zoned for residential purposes in the County Development Plan will yield at least an additional 18,446 homes in South Dublin by 2010. 

· Currently, average provision of playground stands in South Dublin County stands at 1 playground per 20,000 residents. 

1.2 These facts and figures demonstrate the comparative youthfulness of the population of South Dublin County, the continuing rapid rate of development of new housing units, and the under-provision of play facilities for children in the County. As with other parts of the Dublin region, it is likely that a significant proportion of new residential development in the County will continue to be developed to higher densities in accordance with the Residential Density Guidelines 1999 and include a greater proportion of apartment and duplex units. 

1.3    South Dublin County Council strongly promotes the concept of sustainability in new residential developments. This includes ensuring that services and facilities to meet the needs of residents are available locally. In the context of a young population, this includes the need to ensure that new development meets children’s needs in areas such as childcare, play areas and sports facilities.

1.4 The County is currently poorly provided with children’s playgrounds and provision is well below the recommended 1987 national standard of 1 play ground per 10,000 population (Parks Policy for Local Authorities 1987). Council supported play grounds include the following:

· Tymon Park, Tallaght

· Corkagh Park, Clondalkin

· Griffeen Valley , Lucan

· Jobstown Playground, Tallaght

· Fettercairn Community Centre

· Killinarden Community Centre

· Quarryvale Community Centre

1.5      Four of these playgrounds are located in the County’s regional parks and act mainly as destination playgrounds that children are taken to by their parents. The remaining three playgrounds are attached to community centres. 

1.6      In addition to these publicly provided facilities, one equipped play area has been provided by private developers as part of a new residential area known as Hunters Wood. 
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Children’s play area, Hunters Wood, South Dublin County

1.7 Ready Steady Play! A National Play Policy was published by the National Children’s Office in March 2004. The principal aim of the National Play Policy is to improve the quality of children’s lives through the provision of play opportunities.  

1.8 In accordance with the requirements of the National Play Policy, South Dublin County Council has prepared a draft play policy Developing Play in South Dublin County that seeks to improve provision for children’s play across the County. Actions identified in the draft play policy for the Council to take forward include the development of a framework to guide the provision of play facilities in new developments in the County. 

2.0 South Dublin County Development Plan 2004 - 2010

2.1 Policies SCR 14, SCR 15, SCR 21 and SCR 23 of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004 – 2010 specifically relate to the provision of adequate open space and recreational facilities for residents of South Dublin County. A full list of Development Plan policies relating to open space and recreation are set out in Appendix A of this Guidance. 

2.2 Of particular relevance is Policy SCR 23 which relates to providing for play in new residential developments and states:

  It is the policy of the Council to require developers to provide play 

   facilities for children concurrent with new residential developments.
2.3 This Planning Guidance document is intended to supplement Development Plan policies (in particular policy SCR 23) and provide appropriate guidance on how children’s play facilities should be incorporated into new developments. 

2.4 The Development Plan requires that public open space be provided in new developments at a minimum rate of 14% in areas zoned A1 and 10% of the total site area in all other cases (paragraph 11.9.ii). The Council wishes to ensure that the layout and design of public open space provided by developers as part of new residential development in the county makes adequate provision for children’s play. 

2.5 The Council is mindful that children’s play can be accommodated in a variety of ways through a mix of both informal provision and formal play facilities. While all new public open spaces should be designed with the needs of users including children users in mind, it is considered that approximately one-third of the 14% or 10% public open space provision required in new developments should be designed specifically to facilitate children’s play by incorporating formal equipped play areas. 

3.0 Framework for the Provision of Children’s Play Facilities as part of New 

Developments

3.1 In developing this framework, account has been taken of the Sustainable Placemaking Model contained in the County Development Plan and research and guidance on play space provision undertaken by the National 

Playing Fields Association (‘The Six Acre Standard’ 2001). 

3.2 Children’s play provision in new developments will complement playground provision made by the Council in regional parks and elsewhere. 

3.3 With regard to the provision of equipped play facilities, the Council believes that it is appropriate to facilitate the development of a hierarchical network of children’s play facilities catering for children of different age groups within reasonable travelling distances from home. The hierarchy of provision proposed is based on providing frequent smaller play areas for younger children close to their homes and less frequent, larger play facilities for older children further away. The hierarchy of play facilities comprises:

· Young Children’s Area for Play  (YCAP) 

This is a small play space with an activity area of about 100m2 which specifically provides opportunities for play by toddlers and young children up to the age of 6 close to their homes. It contains features that enable young children to identify the space as their own, for example, a footprint trail, equipment such as small play animal shapes, special shaped seats. It is expected that a YCAP would be provided for groups of up to 50 houses, and for blocks of 20 or more apartments or duplexes. The higher level of provision for apartments and duplexes is in recognition of the much smaller private amenity spaces associated with such units. 
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Toddlers play area in residential development, Waterville, Fingal County

· Local Equipped Area for Play (LEAP)
This is a larger play space with a minimum activity area of 400m2 which provide play facilities for children up to 8 years of age within a wider catchment area. A LEAP would contain at least 5 types of play equipment to stimulate different senses and encourage different activities, of which at least two are individual pieces rather than part of a combination. Within the hierarchy of provision, it is expected that a LEAP would be found in each residential estate.
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Local playground in public open space, Riverwood, Fingal County

· Neighbourhood Equipped Area for Play (NEAP)
This is a larger play space with a minimum activity area of 1000m2.  It is intended to provide play facilities for a wider range of children, particularly older children. The activity area in a NEAP would normally be divided into two parts: one containing a range of play equipment (at least 8 items) and the other providing a hard surface for ball games. It is expected that a NEAP would be provided within each neighbourhood of around 800 units. In most cases, a NEAP will be co-located with a LEAP in order to provide a neighbourhood facility that caters for a wide range of children’s ages. In such circumstances, it will be appropriate to incorporate within the hard surface provided, equipment for older children such as games walls, basketball ‘half’ courts with hoops, and associated areas for sitting, watching and talking with friends.

Part of large new playground, Blanchardstown, Fingal County
3.4 To facilitate the provision of such a hierarchy of children’s play facilities in new developments in South Dublin County, the Council requires that planning applications for the following types of new development make provision for children’s play facilities at the rate of 3 sq.m. of play space activity area per new residential unit:

       (i)  all development comprising 50 or more residential units; and 

       (ii) all developments proposing less than 50 residential units in total 

            but that include a minimum of 20 apartment or duplex units.
3.5 The only exceptions to this requirement to provide 3 sq.m. play space activity area per unit will be proposals for one-bedroomed apartments and sheltered housing schemes for the elderly. 

3.6 ‘Play space activity area’ is defined as an area that is specifically designed for children’s play and includes play equipment, safety surfacing, seating, and fencing where appropriate.

3.7 The table in Appendix B sets out a framework for deciding which types of play facilities the total ‘play spaces activity area’ generated by a new development should be used to create in order to achieve an appropriate hierarchy of provision. The table includes criteria relating to:

(i) The type of play facilities that should be provided depending on the size and scale of development proposed. 

(ii) General guidance on the minimum size of activity zone, buffer area and play equipment that should be provided for each type of facility. 

3.8  Provision of play facilities is a cumulative requirement in the sense that larger scale developments will be expected to accommodate a range of play facilities for different age groups. For example, while a group of 50 houses, or a block of 20 2-bed apartments will be expected to provide at least one YCAP, a larger residential estate could include one LEAP and a couple of smaller YCAPs, and a larger neighbourhood development will be expected to provide a combination of NEAP, LEAP and YCAPs.   The table in Appendix C sets out some worked examples of how the framework might be applied depending on the scale of development proposed.  In some cases it may be appropriate to combine some of the facilities in close proximity to each other within the open space, for example a LEAP and NEAP. 

3.9 It is recommended that pre-planning discussions take place with the Council’s Planning and Parks Departments on the most appropriate form and combination of play facility or facilities to provide within open space areas. Account should also be taken of any existing play facilities within a 500m distance of the centre of the proposed development.  

4.0 Location & design of play facilities

4.1 Developers will be expected to address the issue of open space and play facility provision as part of their planning application submissions. Play facilities, particularly LEAPs and NEAPs should normally be located within a larger open space or in conjunction with a community facility, that can be accessed by local children without needing to cross a busy road. In looking at the location and design of play facilities, consideration should be given to the development of an overall environment that combines landform, landscaping and equipment to facilitate imaginative and educational play, as well as locating play facilities where they will be overlooked by dwellings but will not cause unreasonable nuisance problems for residents.

4.2 Play facilities will be equipped with play equipment appropriate to the age groups they are designed to accommodate and that meet current relevant safety standards. Play facilities will normally comprise two elements: a ‘play space activity area’ that is specifically designed for children’s play and includes play equipment and safety surfacing (to current safety standard I.S. EN 1176 & 1177), seating, and fencing where appropriate, and a ‘buffer zone’ which is the space surrounding the activity area and provides a reasonable degree of separation between play activity and any nearby residential properties. The needs of disabled children should be addressed in the design, layout and equipment provided in LEAPs and NEAPs. 

4.3 It is recommended that the location, design and type of play equipment proposed for play facilities are discussed with the Planning Department and Parks Department as part of pre-planning consultations before the layout of residential/mixed use areas and associated open space areas are finalised.  

5.0 Maintenance and management issues

5.1 In order to ensure that any new children’s play facilities are safe and sustainable in the long term, adequate management and maintenance arrangements need to be put in place.

5.2 In cases where play facilities located within new developments are not located on open space that will be ‘taken in charge’ by the Council, they will need to be managed and maintained by private management companies in accordance with a specification to be agreed with the Council (Development Plan policy SCR 24). The specification will need to meet the requirements of current safety standard I.S. EN 1176 & 1177 and include an inspection regime to ensure that the facility remains safe for use. 

  6.0 Implementation of this Planning Guidance

6.1 The requirement to provide 3 sq.m. of play space activity area per residential unit in accordance with the Framework for Provision of Play Facilities set out in this document will apply to all relevant planning applications registered by South Dublin County Council from xxxx

6.2 Developers will be expected to demonstrate how they are complying with this Planning Guidance on the Provision of Children’s Play Facilities in New Developments as part of their planning application submissions. Failure to do so is likely to result in a request for Additional Information relating to play facility provision. 
7.0 Further Information

7.1 Advice on the interpretation of this Planning Guidance document can be obtained from the Planning Department of South Dublin County Council.

The Planning Department                            Tel: 01 4149000         

South Dublin County Council                      Fax: 01 4149104

County Hall                                               Email: planning.dept@sdublincoco.ie 

Town Centre

Tallaght

Dublin 24
Appendix A 

Policies relating to recreation in the County Development Plan 2004 – 2010.

Policy SCR 14: Open space provision

It is the policy of the Council that good quality open space should be available for all age-groups and accessible to everyone, at a convenient distance from their homes and places of work.

Policy SCR 15: Open space provision in new residential development

It is the policy of the Council to require the provision of good quality, well-located and functional open space in new residential areas. 

Policy SCR 16: General management of open space

It is the policy of the Council to manage to a high standard all of its public parks, playing fields and public open spaces.

Policy SCR 17: Future improvements in open space

It is the policy of the Council to continue to improve, landscape, plant and develop more intensive recreational facilities within its parks and open spaces.

Policy SCR 18: Retention of open space

It is the policy of the Council to retain in open space use, lands with established recreational uses where practical.

Policy SCR 19: Recreation

It is the policy of the Council to cater for all age-groups and abilities in the population of the County through the facilitation of both active and passive recreational activities.

Policy SCR 20: Recreational Facilities

It is the policy of the Council to support and facilitate the development of indoor and outdoor recreational facilities to cater for all age-groups on suitable sites, and to ensure that these facilities are accessible to disabled people.

Policy SCR 21: Recreational Facilities in New Residential Developments

It is the policy of the Council to require the provision of recreational facilities concurrent with new residential developments.

Policy SCR 22: Children’s Play Facilities

It is the policy of the Council to provide and manage a major children’s play area in each regional park and in other suitable locations.

Policy SCR 23: Providing for Play in New Residential Developments

It is the policy of the Council to require developers to provide play facilities for children concurrent with new residential developments.

Policy SCR 24: Management of Open Space, Recreational Facilities and Play Areas in New Residential Developments

It is the policy of the Council that all open space and recreational facilities to be provided in new residential developments be manager and maintained by a management company.

Appendix B

Framework for determining the hierarchy of play facilities to be provided in new developments 

	
	Young Children’s Area for Play (YCAP) 
	Local Equipped Children’s Playground (LEAP)
	Neighbourhood Equipped Children’s Playground  (NEAP)

	Thresholds to support different types of play facility
	1 YCAP per 50 houses.

1 YCAP per 20 2-bed+ apartment / duplex units.
	1 per 150 - 499 units (including houses, duplexes and apartments). 


	1 per 500 - 800 units (including houses, duplexes and apartments). 

	Age group to be catered for
	Up to 6 years
	2 - 8 years
	8 + years

	Location
	To be provided within an open space, or in the case of apartment / duplex developments, an adjoining landscaped area.
	To be provided within an open space or in association with a community facility.
	To be provided within an open space or in association with a community facility.

	Min. play space activity area *


	Minimum of 100m2 per YCAP

(Note this may be reduced in the case of small apartment / duplex developments of 20-50 units.)
	Minimum of 400 sq.m. per LEAP
	Minimum of 1000 sq.m. per NEAP divided into one part with play equipment and one part with a hard surface

	Min. buffer zone** 
	5m
	15m
	30m

	Catchment area 
	Adjacent to the units it serves
	Catchment area of up to 250m 

(straight line distance)
	Catchment area of up to 600m

(straight line distance) 

	Play equipment***
	Low key play features & equipment suitable for toddlers & young children with seating
	At least 5 types of equipment with seating
	At least 8 types of equipment with seating to be provided in association with a hard surface for ball games & teenage facility.

	Responsibility for management & maintenance (I.S. EN 1176 & 1177)
	Developer (or private management company) where open space and play facility are not taken in charge by South Dublin County Council
	Developer (or private management company) where open space and play facility are not taken in charge by South Dublin County Council 
	Developer (or private management company) where open space and play facility are not taken in charge by South Dublin County Council


Notes: * The play space activity area is defined as an area that is specifically designed for children’s play and can include play equipment,  safety surfacing, seating, and fencing where appropriate. Note that all the play space activity area generated by the number of units in a new development should be utilised on the site – the figures given here relate to the minimum usable size of play space  activity area required for each type of play facility in order that it is usable for the purpose specified.
   ** The buffer zone is defined as the space surrounding the activity area that provides a reasonable degree of separation between  play activity and any nearby residential properties. It is measured as the minimum depth from the edge of the activity area to the edge of the property boundary of the nearest dwelling.

 *** Play equipment should comply with current safety standards I.S. EN 1176 & 1177. For further advice on the type of play equipment to provide, refer to The Six Acre Standard by the National Playing Fields Association, 2001

Appendix C

Worked examples of how framework could be applied                                            

	
	No. of residential units proposed
	Amount of play activity area required @ 3m2 per unit
	Options for type of play facilities to be provided 

	1
	20 two-bedroomed apartments
	60m2  
	1 YCAP 

	2
	Total of 75 units comprising 40 2- & 3-bed apartments & 35 houses 
	120m2 for apartments

0m2 for houses
	1 YCAP (120m2 in size) associated with the apartment block

	3
	150 houses
	450m2
	1 LEAP (450m2 in size)

	4
	200 units
	600 m2
	1 x LEAP + 2 x YCAPs

	5
	250 units
	750m2
	1 x LEAP + up to 3 x YCAPs

	6
	300 units 
	900m2
	1 x LEAP + up to 5 x YCAPs  

	7
	400 units
	1200m2
	1 x LEAP + up to 8 x YCAPs

OR 2 x LEAPS + up to 2 YCAPs

	8
	500 units
	1500m2
	1 x NEAP + 1 x LEAP + 1 x YCPA

	9
	600 units
	1800m2
	1 x NEAP + 1 x NEAP + up to 4 x YCPAs

	10
	700 units
	2100m2
	1 x NEAP + 1 x LEAP + up to 7 x YCPAs

OR 1 x NEAP + 2 x LEAPs + up to 3 x YCPAs

	11
	800 units
	2400m2
	1 x NEAP + 2 x LEAPs + up to 6 x YCPAs


It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney,  seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and AGREED:

“That the Draft Guidance on the Provision of Children’s Play Facilities in New Developments be adopted as a Planning Guidance Document, further to the County Development Plan and in particular Policy SCR23.”
(C/0200/07)
THE GRANGE PPP
Ms. P. Poole, Director of Housing presented the report.  
“A.H.I. The Grange (Nangor) lands, Clondalkin.

The following report was noted at the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting (2) on Tuesday 24th April 2007 when the Members requested that a report be brought before the May Meeting of the Council. 

Report:

The Grange is a new integrated development proposed for Clondalkin with over 1,600 high quality homes, of which approx. 600 units will be affordable, alongside new retail/commercial facilities, community and childcare facilities, and recreational areas.  With a site reserved for a primary school, this promises to be one of the most exciting developments in Clondalkin in many years.  The lands, comprising approx. 85 acres in Council ownership will be developed by South Dublin County Council in partnership with the private sector.     

Public Consultation on the Framework Study for development of The Grange lands was formally launched by Mayor Eamonn Maloney on the 22nd March 2007 in the AHI Project Office, located at the Civic Centre Clondalkin.  The launch was attended by Senior Management in SDCC, Project Team Staff, local public representatives and members of the press.  Public Notice of the Council’s intent to develop The Grange lands (AHI) site was advertised in the National Newspapers on the 22nd March 2007, notice was also published in the local newspapers.

To coincide with this launch, the AHI website went live http://ahi.southdublin.ie   Publicity Brochures for The Grange development were circulated to approx. 3500 homes in estates adjoining the site of the proposed development.   The public consultation period was carried out over a four week period from the 22nd March up to including the 2lst April 2007.   

The Framework Study was carefully designed to ensure the best outcome for

SDCC is achieved in terms delivering a fully integrated neighbourhood, to 

Include a significant number of affordable homes, through partnership working

Building on the skills of the public sector and the experience of the private sector

In accordance with the vision of the current Partnership Agreement, towards 20l6.

The study provides for a range of house types and sizes including detached and semi-detached houses, terraced houses, town houses, duplex units and apartments. Of which not more that 20% of the units will comprise apartment blocks and not less than 30% will comprise of semi detached/detached homes.  It is hoped that this development will create a vibrant community for the young professional, the family, and retired members of the community.

The Grange site is located to the South-East of the junction of the New Nangor Road and the recently completed section of the Outer Ring Road which now connects the N7 to the N4 at Lucan. Along its southern boundary the site opens into Corkagh Regional Park but is not part of the actual park itself. To the east the site adjoins settled, low-density suburban residential estates. A school and further housing lies to the north. The site is zoned Objective A1 in the County Development Plan 2004-2ll0 “to provide for new residential communities in accordance with Approved Area Plans.”

This location of the development offers many key advantages 

Well served by transport infrastructure

The development is located within 400m of two quality bus corridors and will be constructed to an overall density of 75 units per hectare (30 per acre).  The Grange development will be served by a number of Quality Bus Corridors (QBCs), extensive cycle lanes, and a growing road network. The planned Kishogue Station on the Kildare Rail Line will also be nearby. The Kildare Route Project is due to be completed by late 2009, with all new stations up-and-running. When completed the daily capacity on the route will be increased from 11,050 to 36,400 passengers in each direction. The four tracking and electrification of this line, plus the construction of a Metro line in the Clondalkin region, are now contained in Government policy under the Transport 21 Programme.

Quality employment opportunities 

The development is adjacent to Grange Castle Business Park. This is a high quality business location providing employment in a range of sectors – particularly in the fields of Information Technology and Bio-Pharma. Major Multi national companies presently located there include Wyeth International, Takeda Inc. and I.A.W.S.
Broad range of local sporting and leisure facilities 

The Grange adjoins the Corkagh Regional Park which includes 10 playing pitches for Gaelic games and soccer as well as 2 baseball diamonds. In addition the park is an immensely popular walking area with its dense patches of mixed woodlands, landscaped areas including a walled rose garden, and fish-pond. It also includes the local Community/Leisure facility. Notwithstanding the above, this 400 acre open space has substantial capacity for the expansion of a wide range of passive, active and recreational activities.

The Grange Castle Golf Course also adjoins the development. This is an 18-hole course set in mature grounds with proposals for a 4-Star Hotel, Leisure Centre, new Clubhouse and a broad range of high-end housing options and a golf course extension to 27 holes.  Also within close range of the new development is a newly refurbished swimming pool.   
Project Timeframe

A detailed report will be presented to the Members at the meeting of the Council to be held on the l4th May 2007 following which the project will proceed to procurement stage.  The procurement process is likely to take approximately six months following which an application for planning permission will be made.   A target timeframe of three years will be allowed for completion of the entire development. 

Overall the public consultation process has elicited a very positive response from members of the public with considerable interest generated by young people interested in purchasing affordable homes in the development. The integrated nature of the development proposed, its location by virtue of its proximity to many existing local amenities including the Corkagh Regional Park, the vast range of sporting and recreational facilities, its connectivity in terms of the road network and public transport infrastructure which will serve the needs of prospective residents of The Grange has been widely welcomed by members of the public who embraced the innovative and integrated nature of the proposal.   Submissions in relation to the proposed development were received from the following:-
· Council Shane O’Connor  

· John Curran, T.D. 

· Petition – Kilcarberry Residents’ Association 

· Cherrywood Drive Residents’ Assocation 

· Fionnula O’Connor on behalf of Cherrywood Park Lawns Crescent 

http://membersnet.sdublincoco.ie/departments/housing/documents/reps/JohnCurran.doc
http://membersnet.sdublincoco.ie/departments/housing/documents/reps/ShaneOConnor.doc
http://membersnet.sdublincoco.ie/departments/housing/documents/reps/FOConnell.doc
http://membersnet.sdublincoco.ie/departments/housing/documents/reps/CherrywoodDriveResidentsAssociation.doc
A summary of points raised in the submissions together with the Council’s response is outlined below:

· Pedestrian Linkages from Existing Estates into the Grange Development.

Concern expressed by residents of Cherrywood and Kilcarberry regarding

 proposals to provide pedestrian linkages from their estates into The Grange. 

         Pedestrian linkages will be minimised.

· No road access to be provided form Cherry wood Crescent into the development

         No vehicular access proposed in the Framework Study. 

· Resistance to location of multi-storey apartment blocks overlooking the Park especially those blocks (4/5 storey) adjacent to Cherry wood Crescent.

Multi-storey apartment blocks have been proposed overlooking the park to   maximise passive and active supervision and to improve the boundary with the park.

· Residents requested that development be designed to a high quality and design throughout the scheme and that the development will follow the natural line and scale of existing houses.

An approach which delivers quality build housing and design throughout the   development will be followed.

· Concern expressed re possibility of disruption to services during construction...

The framework minimises disruption of existing services during construction   period.

· Request that no gated communities to exist within the development.

The proposed framework has an objective to eliminate gated communities within the development by maximising connectivity

· A preference for the absence of a licensed premises being located in the village node was expressed.

South Dublin County Council has no function in relation to the issuing of a licence for the sale of alcohol.

· Residents expressed concern about health and safety implications for residents as a consequence of building works

       These concerns will be addressed under the Health and Safety  

       Statement.

· Residents requested that high quality boundary treatment for The Grange development be provided.

Boundary treatment for the proposed development will be designed to reflect the high quality of the development.

· Residents requested that the park lands opposite Cherrywood Crescent be landscaped and the entrance point to the park be enhanced.

Active consideration will be given to this request 

· It was requested that vehicular construction traffic within neighbouring estates be prevented.

The crescent road will not be used for site access in any event.

· Confirmation of alignment of wooden boundary fence with site boundary
The Council’s Parks Department has confirmed that  the temporary wooden fence was erected by reference to the site boundary as shown in the County Development Plan 2004-2ll0

The development will be subject to the statutory planning process.   It is recommended that he Framework Study for development of The Grange (Nangor) lands be approved.

Recommendations from Area Committee Meeting

Members asked that  no pedestrian linkages be provided linking existing estates of  Cherrywood and Kilcarberry with development proposed at The Grange.   It was agreed that  internal pedestrian linkages between existing estates and development proposed at The Grange will be eliminated.

Members  raised the question as to whether a licensed premises would be provided in the development.  It was noted that the proposed development provides for 3000 square metres of commercial space within the development and that it would be a matter for the successful bidder and the licensing authorities to determine the exact nature of the facilities to be provided in the village node.

Members asked that consideration be given to dedication of  some of the social units for special needs/sheltered housing. It was agreed that consideration will be given to the inclusion of an appropriate number of  units  in the design brief which will inform  the public-private partnership.

Members also asked that consideration be given to the inclusion of a local employment initiative within the overall project.  It was agreed that subject to the legal constraints on such a proposal that it would be an objective of the overall proposal to maximise the opportunities for local employment and/or training in the contract documents.

Affordable Housing Initiative: The Grange (Nangor) lands, Clondalkin.

The Lands at the Grange comprise of 34.4 hectares (85 acres) located to the South-East of the junction of the New Nangor Road and the recently completed section of the Outer Ring Road which now connects the N7 to the N4 at Lucan. The lands, in Council ownership and are zoned ‘A1’ in the County Development Plan 2004-2ll0 to provide for new residential communities in accordance with Approved Area Plans.

The Framework Study for The Grange proposed a new neighbourhood for Clondalkin comprising of over l600 high quality homes, of which c 600 will be affordable, alongside new retail/commercial, community/childcare facilities and recreational areas.  With a site reserved for a primary school, this promises to be one of the most exciting developments in the Clondalkin area in many years.

Public Consultation on the Framework Study was formally launched by Mayor Eamon Maloney on the  22nd March 2007 in the Civic Centre, Clondalkin. Public notice of the Council’s intention to develop The Grange was published in national newspapers on the same and in subsequent editions of local newspapers.

The A.H.I. website went live on the same day. http://ahi.southdublin.ie   
 Approx. 3500 publicity brochures for the Grange development were circulated to households in estates adjoining The Grange lands.  The public consultation period was carried out over a four week period from the 22nd March up to including the 2lst April 2007.     

Overall the public consultation process  elicited a very positive response from members of the public with considerable interest generated by young people interested in purchasing affordable homes in the development.

A summary of  issues/concerns raised by residents during the course of the public consultation period is attached to report presented to this meeting under Item 9(a).

A report on the Grange Framework Study was presented to the members of the Lucan/Clondalkin Area District Committee at their meeting on the 24th April last.  The report included a summary of issues/concerns raised by local residents during the course of the public consultation process.  The report was noted by the Members.

The disposal of the lands, pursuant to the provision of Section 183 of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Act, 2000 will be brought before the Council following award of contract to the successful bidder.” 

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors C. Keane, M. Murphy, R. Dowds, S. O’Connor, G. O’Connell, M. Daly, J. Daly and J. Neville.

Ms. P. Poole and Mr. J. Horan responded to the Members queries.
The report was NOTED.

(C/0201/07) 
Letter, dated 26th April 2007 from Limerick County Council regarding motion passed calling on the Minister for Education to accept responsibility for the sexual abuse of children by teachers. 

The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0202/07)
MAYOR’S BUSINESS

PRIVATE HOSPITALS ON PUBLIC LAND
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:
“That the elected members of this Council oppose the Government plan to allow public land on hospital sites, such as Tallaght Hospital, for the building of private hospitals.”
REPORT:

“The use of hospital lands is a matter for the Department of Health. However, should the Motion be passed the terms therein will be passed to the Department for comment. When a reply is received the details will be communicated to the members.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Maloney, M. Daly, E. Walsh, M. Corr, C. Keane, T. Ridge, J. Daly, C. Jones, M. Murphy, S. Laing and J. Neville

It was agreed to have vote by show of hands and the result was as follows:

FOR 
(9)

AGAINST: (2)

The motion was PASSED.
(C/0203/07)
ILLEGAL DOMESTIC CLOTHING COLLECTIONS
The following motion in the name of Councillor J. Lahart was NOT MOVED.

“That this Council, in order to combat the proliferation in illegal domestic clothing collections;

investigates the possibility of introducing bye-laws which oblige all collectors to clearly identify their company/organisation name , address, landline and other relevant company/organisation/charity number details, together with the relevant tax clearance details;

and inter alia introduces severe penalties for those collectors and residents who knowingly breach these regulations;

organises a publicity campaign to alert householders to any proposed changes

and examines best practise in this regard.”
(C/0204/07)
PEAMOUNT HOSPITAL

It was proposed by Councillor J. Daly, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney:
“That the Manager advise if there was any consideration given to the Motion on the last  Development Plan considering suggestions for Peamount Hospital .”

REPORT:
“A number of Motions were submitted for consideration in relation to Peamount Hospital during the review of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004-2010.  

Motions were submitted and discussed prior to the publication of the Proposed Amendments to the Draft Development Plan in August 2004.  

Further Motions were submitted and discussed during the final stages in the making of the new County Plan in November 2004.  One of these (Motions No. 30) was passed by Council on 10th November 2004 and was included in the County Development Plan 2004-2010 as Specific Local Objective (SLO) No.47. 

SLO No. 47 states as follows:

 ‘It is an objective of the Council to – 

Facilitate the development of Peamount Hospital as a centre of excellence in the provision of a range of high quality health and social care services, seek to retain the TB and chest units and develop the facility as a general hospital to serve the ever expanding population of its catchment area.’ 

This Council has supported and will continue to support the continued development of Peamount Hospital as a high quality medical facility in the county.”

The report was NOTED.
(C/0205/07)
COUNCIL HOUSES BUY BACK
It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge: 
“That South Dublin County Council adopt a policy whereby our County Council would purchase back houses in Council estates from elderly residents in return for them moving into rented sheltered accommodation.”
REPORT:

“The Scheme of Letting Priorities adopted by the Council on 12th December 2005 was approved by the Minister for Housing and Urban Renewal on 21st December 2006.  The Scheme provides for the introduction of a Financial Contribution Scheme where older persons who are owners of private dwellings and who find their existing dwelling too large for their needs, may apply for accommodation in designated Older Persons Dwellings subject to the payment of a financial contribution as follows:
	 Applicant's Age
	 Financial Contribution

	 50-54 years (on medical grounds only)
	 1/2 of net proceeds of sale

	 55-69 years
	 1/3 of net proceeds of sale

	 70-79 years
	 1/4 of net proceeds of sale

	 80 years and over
	 1/5 of net proceeds of sale


Applicants under this section will not be prioritised ahead of Older Persons on the Housing or Transfer Lists but will be included on the list from the date of approval.  Applicants under this section must offer their existing dwelling to the Council for purchase in the first instance.

Procedures for implementation of this Financial Contribution Scheme are currently being considered”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors R. Dowds, T. Ridge, C. Keane, M. Corr and J. Daly.

Ms. P. Poole, Director of Housing, responded to the Members queries.


The report was NOTED.
(C/0206/07)
TAKING IN CHARGE OF ESTATES

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:
“That this Council agrees to draw up a policy as per  circular PD1 of 2006 from the Minister reminding planning authorities of their legal obligation imposed by section 180. The circular also stated that planning authorities must establish a policy for the completion and taking in charge of estates, and  (b) that it include a policy on management companies.”
REPORT: 
“Section 180 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 allows the residents of an estate to request that the Council take the roads, services of unfinished estates in charge.  
A formal request has recently been received under Section 180 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000, from the residents of an estate in the Council’s administrative area and is at present being examined.

Section 180 (3) (a) of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 states “The planning authority may hold a plebiscite to ascertain the wishes of the qualified electors”. 

Section 3 (b) “The Minister may make or apply any regulation prescribing the procedure to be followed by the Planning Authority in ascertaining the wishes of the qualified electors”

An enquiry was made to the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding Section 3 (b) above and the Council was informed that no regulations were in place under this Section of the Act.  However the Department issued a circular letter PD 1/06 dated 25th January, 2006 headed “Taking in Charge of Housing Estates/Management companies” suggesting that each authority develop a policy on taking in charge. .  

It is suggested that the development of a policy in relation to such estates be referred to the Strategic Policy Committee for Economic Development.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors C. Keane, G. O’Connell and M. Corr.

Mr. T. Doherty, Director of Planning responded to the Members queries.
The report was NOTED.
(C/0207/07)
PROVISION OF SOCIAL HOUSING AND AFFORDABLE HOUSING

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney:
“That in view of the enormous barriers facing young people in securing their own homes in South Dublin, due to rampant inflation in house prices in every part of the County and the failure of Government to adequately resource the provision of Social Housing and Affordable Housing, this Council re-affirms its commitment to realising in practice the delivery of 15% of all housing in the County as Social and Affordable Housing under the Part V process and calls on the Manager to refuse to negotiate any departure from this requirement with any developer in the County.”
REPORT: 
“Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 ( as amended), which deals with housing supply, was commenced on 01/11/2000.  The Planning and Development Act 2002 came into force on 24/12/2002.  The primary purpose of the 2002 Act was to amend Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 and give increased flexibility in Part V agreements.  The applicant for permission is able to reach agreement to reserve land or provide houses or sites at another location.  Alternatively the developer can make a payment to the local authority which will be used for the provision of social and affordable housing.
It is this Council's preferred option to acquire 15% of the units on site, and only in exceptional circumstances would off site provision be considered. The acceptance of a financial contribution does not generally meet the Council's requirements and has been generally resisited to date.

In negotiating agreements under Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), this Council makes every effort to achieve the delivery of social and affordable housing as expeditiously as possible and in compliance with the legislation.”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor E. Tuffy.

Ms. P. Poole, Director of Housing responded to the Member’s query. 
The report was NOTED.
(C/0208/07)
ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY CEMENT

The following motion in the name of Councillor T. McDermott was NOT MOVED.

“That this council, in accordance with new public sector procurement procedures (SI no. 329 / 2006), calls for the use of environmentally friendly cement in construction and within Local Area Plans.”
(C/0209/07)
CYCLISTS AND INCREASED TRAFFIC VOLUMES
The following motion in the name of Councillor D. Keating was MOVED and RE-ENTERED.
“That the Manager would agree to bring forward a detailed report or discussion on the implications for cyclists of increased traffic volumes and gridlock on our roads, as well as considerable road widening programmes, including the Outer Ring Road, the N4 and M50.”
REPORT:
“The Roads & Traffic Department is conscious of the needs of vulnerable road users,  including cyclists, in the planning and implementation of its annual works programme, and there is a general requirement that traffic management in the construction of new works should have regard to the needs of all road users, including cyclists. 

With regard to the provision of new facilities, it has been standard practice for some time to include cycle tracks in the design of new road schemes, generally off-road whether as a separate cycle track or in a clearly defined shared facility  for pedestrians and cyclists. In addition, the Department has provided a substantial amount of cycle track,  mainly in conjunction with the DTO under the Platform for Change programme, in developing the local and strategic cycle track networks, and the Council is now pursuing the design and implementation of a Green Route Network of off-road footpaths and cycle ways through parks and open spaces to facilitate and encourage walking and cycling as safe and healthy alternatives to the private car. 

The provision of facilities for cyclists is an integral part of the Council’s urban non-national road construction programme and while cycling is not permitted on motorways, the design of national roads takes into account cyclists' needs.  Increasing traffic levels require that all road users proceed with due care and caution and use roads in accordance with prevailing conditions.  This is a particular requirement for motorists who must treat the more vulnerable road users with necessary care and respect.”
(C/0210/09)
APARTMENT BUILDINGS
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney:

“That this Council agree that apartment buildings in this Council should include the following - a concierge service, and coin operated washing and drying machines in a communal area which would do away with the need to dry clothes on balconies.”
REPORT: 
“The universal application of a requirement to provide a concierge service and communal laundry facilities would not be practical and would require a level of estate management charge (management fee) that apartment residents are unlikely to be willing to incur.  
 A certain threshold of development size and type of apartment development is required to make a concierge service viable.  The same also applies to communal laundry facilities, but experience both internationally and in has indicated that even where such facilities are provided, there is a strong preference on the part of apartment dwellers to have such facilities available to them within the individual dwelling unit i.e. not to use communal facilities, relatively remote from the dwelling unit.  
 In Tallaght Town Centre, where there had been significant apartment development to date, the Council  has  introduced certain requirements for future apartment schemes through the Tallaght Town Center Local Area Plan (LAP).  These include a concierge type unit for developments above a certain threshold size and a utility and drying area within all  individual apartment units above a certain size.  The latter requirement requires a larger average unit size, which is also proposed as part of the LAP in any event, as it is necessary to allocate a certain amount of space within each dwelling to the utility area.  

 It is intended that this will set an improved standard and result in better quality apartment developments and it is feasible that these requirements could be applied more widely within the County.  The Department of the Environment Housing and Local Government is currently reviewing a variety of issues related to the design of apartments and have recently issued Draft Guidelines on the matter ie “Sustainable Urban Housing: Design Standards for Apartments - Consultation Draft Guidelines for Planning Authorities”. South Dublin County Council have made a detailed submission to the Department concerning the Draft Guidelines and suggested, inter alia, 1) that provision should be made for drying areas/facilities in apartments and outlining the approach used in  the Tallaght Local Area Plan and 2) that a  dedicated section regarding Safety and Security would provide useful guidance for designers and that this section would address such issues as the need for concierge/security units in large apartment developments.    

 It is considered appropriate that the LAP requirements would initially be applied to the Tallaght TC area and that the final DOEHLG Guidelines would be awaited before determining both whether to apply them more widely and by what process that may be acheived.” 

A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor T. Ridge.

Mr. T. Doherty, Director of Planning and Mr. J. Horan responded to the Member’s queries.

The report was NOTED.

(C/0211/07)
SHADOW POLICING BOARD

It was proposed by Councillor M. Daly, seconded by Councillor S. O’Connor:
“That this Council recognises the need for official and direct liaison between Gardai and elected representatives requests that the Manager seek to set up a shadow policing board until such a time that the Minister establishes the policing partnerships on a statutory level.”
REPORT:
“Section 36 of the Garda Siochana Act 2005 provides that joint policing committees shall be established by local authorities and the Garda Commissioner in accordance with guidelines to be issued by the Minister of Justice, Equality and Law Reform after consulting  with the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs.   

 

The Department of Justice Equality and Law Reform have indicated that the necessary Ministerial consultation is ongoing and that new guidelines are currently in preparation in light of the success of the Community CCTV applications for Tallaght and Clondalkin.  The Department of Justice Equality and Law Reform expects that these guidelines will be available by the end of the May 2007 and this will enable the making of arrangements for the establishment of a joint policing committee in this county.  

The membership, nomination and selection of Committee members will be covered in these guidelines.  

When the guidelines are received the members will be informed and the matter of the establishment of a Joint Policing Committee for the County will be pursued as necessary.”  

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Daly, S. Laing and S. O’Connor.

Mr. P. Smith responded to the Members queries.

The report was NOTED.
(C/0212/07)
SITING OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The following motion in the name of Councillor J. Lahart was NOT MOVED.

“That the Council undertakes a review of the regulations governing the siting of planning application roadside public notices, particularly in light of obvious flaws relating to where a planning application may be lodged within an estate that directly affects residents to the rear of that house but located in a different estate.”
(C/0213/07)
RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCE
It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney:

“That this Council recommends that South Dublin County Council reduce the use of fossil used fuel by switching to a renewable energy source.”
REPORT:
“A report on Sustainable Energy was presented at the meeting of theEnvironment Strategic Policy Committee on the 6th September 2006.The report outlined various initiatives and approaches which are being undertaken by a number of Council Departments. LINK
The Council’s Mechanical Section (within Environmental Services Department) is pursuing a number of proposals in relation to sustainable energy use and is liaising with a number of other Local Authorities regarding the use of renewable energy sources for the Council fleet.  Initiatives being examined and progressed are:

· A Parks Department vehicle has been converted to run on rapeseed oil and the performance of this vehicle will be closely monitored.  

· A bio-diesel tank is being installed in the Council’s Ballymount Depot and approximately 20 vehicles from the Council’s fleet will use bio-diesel. Fuel consumption, emissions and costings will be monitored.

· The Council also proposes to purchase a vehicle for use on the Council’s Golf Course which will run on bio-ethanol later this year following a tendering process.  

· The technology in the use of renewable fuel in this regard is still developing and is being constantly monitored.

In addition to initiatives in fleet management, the Council is arranging for an examination of its energy use, with a view to assessing the “energy footprint” of all Council activities.  Discussions are also ongoing with Airtricity to examine the possibility of switching to electricity from a renewable source.  A further report will be presented to the Members on this matter when the assessment has been completed.”
The report was NOTED.
(C/0214/07)
DEALING WITH CRYPTOSPORIDIUM

The following motion in the name of Councillor T. McDermott was NOT MOVED:
“That this Council discuss, with the aid of a detailed report from the Manager, the readiness of South Dublin County Council to deal with cryptosporidium. How old are the facilities? Have the Council's efforts to guarantee clean water been frustrated and if so how?”
(C/0215/07)
TIDY DISTRICTS COMPETITION – PRIZES

It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:

“That this County Council reviews the tidy districts competition and considers 

a)  Restoring the cash element of prizes. 

and

b)  Presents a certificate plus public plaque for the overall winners.”

 REPORT:
(a) “In 2006 the Council reviewed the Beautiful South Dublin County competition formerly known as the Tidy Districts Competition and restored the cash element for prizes. A certificate was presented to all winners.

(b)  The overall winner was also presented with a special piece of crystal. 

The change was well received by all the groups involved and it is proposed to continue this practice in 2007.”
The report was NOTED.
(C/0216/07)
RAPID PROGRAMME – INCLUSION OF SOUTH WEST CLONDALKIN

It was proposed by Coucillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney:

“That this Council notes that Minister Eamon O'Cuiv announced during last summer that the RAPID Programme is being extended to Ballyfermot, believes that the South West Clondalkin area should be included in the Programme and requests the Manager to write to the Minister to convey the Council's views to him.”
 REPORT:
“The RAPID Programme in South Dublin County has, since its inception in 2001 engaged in cross-agency collaboration in order to formulate and deliver an area based strategy directly addressing the needs of the RAPID areas in West Tallaght and North Clondalkin . The four RAPID areas for the County were selected by the Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs but did not include South West Clondalkin.  

 

It is important to note that RAPID is a cross-agency programme designed to enhance and compliment existing services at a local level.  RAPID does not replace services already being delivered by various agencies including this Council, Health Services Executive, Garda Siochana, Co Dublin VEC, FÁS and the Department of Social & Family Affairs. The RAPID Area Implementation Teams for both Tallaght and Clondalkin which are comprised of representatives of the aforementioned agencies together with representatives of Local Development organisations and community representatives have since the inception of RAPID, met on a regular basis in an effort to progress elements contained in the RAPID Plans, within available resources.  

 

Ballyfermot was not considered for designation as a RAPID area in 2001 as at that time the area was the subject of an Urban Initiative Programme but it was indicated that the matter would be revisited on the expiration of this programme. It was on completion of this Urban Initiative Programme that the decision was taken to extend RAPID status to the Ballyfermot area to continue the impetus created by that Urban Programme. 

 

If the motion is passed the matter will be referred to the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs, Mr. Eamon O'cuiv for his attention.”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor E. Tuffy.
The report was NOTED.

(C/0217/07)
GAA LANDS AT RATHCOOLE

It was proposed by Councillor J. Daly, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon:
“That the Manager clarifies the up to date position on the connection between Tallaght Stadium and the G.A.A. lands at Rathcoole, if there is any, taking into consideration the reports and statements that are being made in the media and on radio, by reporters and politicians. Would the Manager make a statement on these matters.”
REPORT:
“The Council, following an approach by the Dublin County GAA Board, approved the disposal of 26 acres of land at Rathcoole in 1996 for the provision of playing pitches and dressing rooms to meet the growing playing needs of the population of this part of Dublin, subject to the following terms and conditions:

(1) That the full and final settlement shall be in the sum of IR£200,000.00 
     
      (two hundred thousand pounds).

(2)  That the Council will dispose of its fee simple interest in the lands and 

       
       give vacant possession to the subject lands on completion.


      (3)   The sale shall be by way of contract providing for payment of 10% of the 

  
       purchase price on signing of the contract. The balance to be paid on       

    
       closing of the sale not exceeding two months from the signing of the  

               contract.

(4)  The G.A.A. will be responsible for the provision of adequate boundary 

      fencing to the lands being disposed of and appropriate car parking    

      facilities.

(5)   A right of way on the western side of the Council’s lands to access the 

       lands being disposed of will be granted.

(6)  That no agreement enforceable at law is created or intended to be  

      created until exchange of contracts has taken place.

(7)  That each party be responsible for its own respective legal costs of the 

       transaction.

The GAA County Board considered the lands to be very suitable to their needs.

The consideration of IR £200,000 was paid in full by the County Board subsequently.

The Council has been frustrated ever since in its endeavours to provide the right of way through its own lands.  

On 14th March, 2007 the Council decided to make a Compulsory Purchase Order for the purposes of providing a new road from Stoney Lane to the lands in question and submitted it to An Bord Pleanala for confirmation. 5 objections have been submitted to An Bord Pleanala by landowners included in the CPO before the closing date for objections – 2nd May 2007. These are being considered at present and if not withdrawn will result in an oral hearing being necessary. 

Independently of the above situation the Council approved the disposal of 12 acres of land at Town Centre Tallaght for the purposes of providing a soccer stadium to be used by Shamrock Rovers Football Club on the 10th February, 1997.

Following considerable construction, the work on the stadium ceased in 2001 although the contract for its construction was not terminated and the site is still in the possession of the contractor, who is owed a financial sum determined by the Arbitrator under the contract.

When it became apparent that no further work would be carried out and the stadium was partially completed, the Council decided to re-acquire by negotiation and by forfeiture the two leases of the lands rather than initiate legal proceedings which would delay the completion for several years.  This was considered the most expeditious way of completing the stadium for the benefit of the soccer fraternity in Tallaght.

The Council approved the Part VIII procedure and resolved, following submission by GAA clubs in Tallaght, in December 2005 to extending the stadium to enable GAA games to be played there subject to substantial finance being made available by Government towards the project.

When advised that such funding would only be forthcoming for the purposes of a soccer stadium, the Council decided to proceed with the project as placed on public display i.e. a soccer stadium.

This decision was the subject of an application to the courts for judicial review by  Cumann Tomás Dáibhis. The High Court decided on 20th April, 2007 to allow the application by the club to go to a full hearing and will now await the fixing of a date in the court list. It is estimated that it would take the contractor between 6 & 9 months to complete the stadium contract. It might be noted that juvenile GAA games could be played on the pitch as planned.

Following the publication of a letter from the Chairman of GAA club calling for the completion of the stadium the Deputy Manager wrote to the Echo in the following terms:


Dear Editor,


Re:  Stadium “should be finished now”


I refer to letter of Christopher O’Donnell, Chairman, Thomas Davis Club in which he calls for the completion of the stadium in Tallaght, and expresses the Club’s fervent wish to see the youth of Tallaght playing and watching games in it.


This stadium would be completed and available to the youth of Tallaght now were it not for the action of Thomas Davis Club by its challenge to the courts.


Yours sincerely


Tom Doherty


Deputy Manager


South Dublin County Council

The purpose was to clarify the position to the general public and readership of the Echo.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors J. Daly, C. Keane, M. Daly, and E. Maloney.

Mr. T. Doherty responded to the Members queries.
The meeting concluded at 5:40 p.m.
Signed ___________________________
Dated: ______________________


Mayor
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