COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL


MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Monday, June 11th  2007

                                          HEADED ITEM No. 10

Planning and Development Act 2000

Part 8 Planning and Development Regulations 2001

Firhouse Road Quality Bus Corridor

(Old Bawn Road to Ballycullen Road Section)

The attached report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting (2) on Monday 28th May 2007.

Following consideration of the report it was recommended by the Committee that the scheme as advertised be implemented.

It is now proposed to proceed with the scheme as advertised.
COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
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MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE 

Monday 28th May, 2007

HEADED ITEM No. 12

Planning and Development Act 2000

Part 8 Planning and Development Regulations 2001

Firhouse Road Quality Bus Corridor

(Old Bawn Road to Ballycullen Road Section)

Introduction

Part VIII of the Local Government Planning and Development Regulations 2001 outlines the requirements in respect of certain classes of Local Authority Developments.  These regulations apply to the proposed Firhouse Road Quality Bus Corridor (Old Bawn Road to Ballycullen Road Section).

The Quality Bus Corridor scheme will consist of the following:

Changing the road markings to omit the central hatching in the existing design and provide a 3.5 m wide bus lane in one direction.

Reducing the traffic lane width from 3.75 m to 3.5 m.

The provision of approximately 1 km of Bus Lane in both directions. 

The bus lanes are to be operational between 07.00 hours and 19.00 hours, Monday to Saturday.

No changes in the total width of the carriageway or cycle tracks.

No changes to any of the junction design. 

The intention of the scheme is to:

Ensure a quick and reliable bus service capable of providing consistent journey times. Hence, improving on bus journey times.

Make better use of the available road space.

Establish a high profile identity for bus services using the corridor.

Form part of the Firhouse/Ballycullen QBC proposed route, linking Tallaght to Firhouse and Ballycullen areas.

The overall impacts of proposal are: 

The provision of improved facilities for buses. 

There will be significant time savings for a large number of bus passengers.

There will be no significant impact on journey times for general traffic.

There will be no impact on cycle facilities.

Public Consultation Process

The proposal was advertised in the Irish Independent and The Tallaght Echo in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 and was on public display from Tuesday 3rd April 2007 to Friday 4th May 2007 at:

South Dublin County Council Offices, County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

County Hall Library, County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

Any person wishing to make a submission or observations with respect to the proposed development, dealing with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area in which the development would be situated was invited to do so. The latest date for the receipt of submissions was before 4:30 p.m. on Friday 18th May 2007.

Written Submissions

6 submissions were received as follows:

1. Jim Ward, 72 Woodlawn Park Grove, Firhouse, Dublin 24.
2. Eileen Ward, 72 Woodlawn Park Grove, Firhouse, Dublin 24
3. Louise Moore, 49 Oakdale Park, Ballycullen, Dublin 24. 

4. Kieran McGarry, 1 The drive Millbrook Lawns, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

5. Deirdre Toher, 10 Woodlawn Park Drive, Firhouse, Dublin 24. 

6. Sergeant, Sean Kerr An Garda Siochana, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

Report on Submissions

1 and 2 Jim and Eileen Ward

The submission from the Wards relates to the existing bus service in the area. They stated that the bus service is irregular and that most of the time the buses are not on time. They also stated that introducing a bus lane with the existing level of service would be a waste of road space. They recommended introducing a regular bus service rather than introducing a bus lane.

Response:

The Quality Bus Network Project Office (QBNPO) is proposing to only change the road markings in the existing design and not to change the total width of the road. The available road space for vehicles other than buses will not be curtailed as part of the provision of bus priority measures and will therefore have no impact on journey times for general traffic. 

In addition, the bus lanes are introduced to provide improved facilities for existing bus services. These include the scheduled Dublin Bus services and private buses. Traffic counts carried out by the QBNPO in December 2006 show that up to 12 buses per hour (including Dublin Bus, and private buses) travel inbound in the morning peak and up to 8 buses per hour travel outbound in the evening peak on this route. In relation to the bus service in the area, it is envisaged that with the introduction of bus lanes on this route and the large amount of development in the area, both ongoing and planned, Dublin Bus will provide more buses in order to improve the service.

3 Ms. Louise Moore

Ms Moore would like to see more buses along this route and would like to see a bus corridor along the new Old Court Road for Ballycullen residents. 

Response:

In relation to the bus service in the area, it is envisaged that with the introduction of bus lanes on this route and the large amount of development in the area, both ongoing and planned, Dublin Bus will provide more buses in order to improve the service.

In relation to the bus corridor along the “new Old Court Road”, the QBNPO is currently designing a QBC (known as the Firhouse/Ballycullen QBC) that will link the bus priority measures proposed as part of this Part 8 proposal from Ballycullen Road junction to Old Bridge Road and along Ballycullen Road between the new Stocking Lane Distributor Road and Firhouse Road junction. This will provide for high quality bus priority measures serving the Ballycullen area. Dublin Bus are also planning to launch a direct service from the Woodstown/Ballycullen area to the Dublin city centre via Ballycullen Road and Firhouse Road in the near future.

4 Mr. Kieran McGarry
Mr McGarry wanted to know why didn’t the QBNPO widen the road by reducing the grass verge from 2 m to 0.25 m so as to introduce bus lanes in both directions for the entire length of the road.

Response:

The QBNPO is only proposing a change in the road markings of the existing design and not to widen the road, the design of which was approved during a previous Part 8 public consultation process. 

5 Ms. Deirdre Toher
Ms Toher stated that the current bus service is not frequent and that instead of providing a bus corridor along this route the traffic signals should be improved to allow more traffic.

Response: 

The proposed QBC is designed to be part of the realignment scheme that is currently under construction. This scheme includes two new sets of traffic signals at the Ballycullen Drive and Ballycullen Avenue junctions with Firhouse Road. It also includes a full upgrade of the signals at the junction of Old Bawn Road and Firhouse Road. It is envisaged that these traffic signals will be optimised in order to maximise the flow of all traffic through the junctions. In addition the introduction of bus lanes will provide significant time savings for a large number of bus passengers.

6 Sergeant Sean Kerr
Sergeant Kerr stated that he does not view any difficulties with the bus lane on Firhouse Road. He feels that the bus lane will enhance traffic flow and will improve pedestrian safety particularly at Firhouse Community School.

He requested that in the context of “Operation Artery”, the scheme be brought to the attention of the Divisional Traffic Unit, Terenure.  

Response: 

Following verbal communication with Garda Ciaran Murphy of the Divisional Traffic Unit in Terenure, they are in favour of bus lanes in general in order to improve the flow of public transport. However the written comments will also be forwarded to the Inspector I/C, Divisional Traffic Unit, Terenure for his comment.

Summary

The proposed Firhouse Road Quality Bus Corridor (Old Bawn Road to Ballycullen Road Section) is in accordance with the 2004-2010 County Development Plan and with the proper planning and development of the area. It is therefore proposed to proceed with the Quality Bus Corridor as advertised. The road markings portion of the scheme will be designed by the Quality Bus Network Project Office. It is envisaged that 33 % of the total scheme costs (road construction and QBC costs) will be provided under the Dublin Transportation Office Traffic Management Grants Scheme.
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