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MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Monday, 11th June  2007
Headed Item No. 5(b)(i)
Report of Arts, Culture, An Gaeilge, Education & Libraries

Strategic Policy Committee

Held on 21st May 2007 in the Council Chamber

Attendance

Members  
                   


Officials

Cllr J Hannon

Cllr C Jones           


P Smith, Director of Community Services

Cllr G Cullen                                  B. Coman, Senior Executive Officer

Cllr C Keane



Ian Stobbart, County Librarian
Cllr J Neville                                  Orla Scannell, Arts Officer
Cllr G O’Connell

B Bollard


A Fitzpatrick                   



J Fay                                              
Apologies:
Cllr M Ardagh

Cllr T McDermott

J. Lloyd-Hughes

An Cathaoirleach Cllr. J. Hannon presided.
1. Minutes of meeting of 19th February 2007 - Proposed by Cllr J. Hannon and seconded by J. Fay and agreed.

2. Matters Arising – Agreed that any matters arising were on agenda for the meeting.
3. Farmers Market - Update

An update report and presentation on progress and successful opening of the Market at High Street Tallaght was given by P. Smith and B. Coman to the meeting. It was also reported that due to its success and growing demand that  the market would now open having received agreement from the agents operating on behalf of the High Street owners on Saturdays in addition to the Friday operation. 

Following a debate on a number of relative matters to which Cllrs J. Hannon, G. O’Connell and J. Fay contributed the report was welcomed as a success for the Committee and it was agreed to progress to Saturday operation also.
4. Arts Centre update
A report and presentation on progress in relation to this report was given to the meeting which indicated that the main contract was signed on Friday 9th February with Townlink Ltd and construction started on Monday 19th February 2007 with a 15 month construction period. It was also reprted that the Council was unsuccessful in its application for Capital Funding from the Department of Arts Sports and Tourism under the ACCESS 11 programme but that a meeting has been sought with the Department officials to discuss the application.
Progress was welcomed and following a debate to which Cllrs J Hannon, C Keane, G O’Connell, G Cullen and A Fitzpatrick and J Fay contributed the report was agreed and further agreed that a future report be presented to the Committee on the Civic Theatre. 
5. Library – 5 Year Development Plan
Ian Stobbart outlined the process and consultation that will be involved in the review. Following a discussion to which Cllrs C. Keane, G. Cullen and J. Hannon  and J Fay contributed the report was noted.

I Stobbart agreed to consider the suggestions that Parish Newsletters and CONNECT website page be used in the communication and consultation process in the proposed Library Development Plan. 

6. Arts - In Context

This report deferred to next meeting.

7. Motion :

Cllr John Hannon:

“That the SPC consider progress to date on the development of the Cultural Quarter at Tallaght, and discuss the further facilities that should be included, their location, and the linkage between the historic core and the new city centre.”

B Coman reported that the matter was currently being investigated and researched particularly in the area of new such ventures and agreed that a site visit to one of these centres would be considered for Committee members.

8. A.O.B.

J Fay requested that hard copies of reports be made available at the meetings as not all members have access to lap tops for the purpose of the meetings.

Asked that consideration be also given to access cards to the Council Chamber for non elected members of the Committee.

The meeting then ended at 6.40 pm
