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COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
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TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE MEETING (1)
Monday 21st May 2007
Headed Item 13
Report on Drainage issues in the Maplewood /Springfield Area.

At the April meeting of the Committee it was agreed that a report would be presented at this meeting in relation to drainage issues in the Maplewood area of Tallaght with particular emphasis on;

a) The Maplewood area itself
b)  Planning issues relating to the area
a) The Maplewood area
The Area Engineer has completed a survey of the drainage network in the Maplewood area.  It has been confirmed that the public mains at Maplewood Way, Park, Green, Close and Lawns are operating satisfactorily.  The Engineer has recommended that a CCTV survey be undertaken in the public mains along Maplewood Avenue and Court.  This will be carried out in the near future.
The public foul main in Maplewood Avenue has choked once in the last two years and is indicated by the inspector as being the most troublesome public main in Maplewood Area. This is believed to be due to badly constructed mains at a poor gradient along the complete length. A choke may occur anywhere along the length and can result in flooding of the public road and private gardens. A complete CCTV survey will be arranged.
The Council will continue to deal with problems caused by the main public sewer.
In relation to private drains, the Council’s records reveal that there has been problems in a number private drains in the general Maplewood area over the years.  Recent inspections also revealed that some of these drains are still prone to being blocked.  The remedial work necessary to rectify blockages in private drains is the responsibility of the owners of the properties concerned and generally involves the removal of the broadstrap fitted in the drain.  Until the broadstraps are removed at the addresses concerned, the area will continue to suffer from blocked drains from time to time.

b)
Planning Issues
The Environmental Services Department through the Water / Drainage Design and Planning Section of the Department issues recommendations to the Planning Department in relation to all planning applications received by the Council. In the case of two recent developments at Maplewood Avenue, it was recommended that the following condition be inserted in a grant of planning permission.

“The water supply and drainage infrastructure including disposal of surface water shall comply with the technical requirements of the Planning Authority”

The current technical requirements of the Planning Authority, in the context of Drainage Design are set out in the “Greater Dublin Regional Code of Practice for Drainage Works”. 

In this instance, to achieve compliance with the code, the Area Engineer, Drainage Maintenance and Operations, refused permission on site to the developer to connect into the existing sewer at Maplewood Avenue in favour of another sewer where the capacity is satisfactory. This effectively removes these developments from the problematic 4” sewer servicing those houses.
The Drainage Department has been informed that the historically troublesome private broadstrap in the back garden of a house on Maplewood Avenue has been removed by the contractor building the new 29A infill house.  However the new development at 41A is taking in the private drains of a number of adjacent houses. This will hopefully relieve the blockage problem at that location.
A new development has been granted planning permission to construct an infill house adjacent to No. 27. There is no history of the broadstrap or private drain giving trouble here. The Drainage Dept was informed by residents that there is no drainage issue along this private line. However under the  planning conditions before connecting into the existing private drain written permission will be required from all householder’s serviced by this line, as per the Greater Dublin Regional Drainage Code of Practice.

