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MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Monday, 14th May 2007

                                 QUESTION NO. 9

QUESTION:
Councillor M. Murphy
To ask the Manager to comment on the current condition of the Speed Limit Signage that was put in place for the introduction of the new km/hr limits in February 2005 on the Naas road between the Red Cow roundabout and the City boundary . Could the Manager give an indication as to how long he thinks some of the statutory signage  is missing and explain how many different speeds apply on the Naas road within this County. Could the Manager outline what are the plans to improve the Speed Limit Signage  on this section of road?

REPLY:
The speed limits that are currently in place on the N7 from the Kildare County Boundary to the City Boundary are as follows:
· Kildare County Boundary to Newlands Cross: 100kph

· Newlands Cross to M50:


   80kph

· M50 to City Boundary:



   60kph

· In addition special roadwork speed limits of 50kph apply within the M50 Upgrade site which extends approximately 500m either side of the M50.
The above different speed limits reflect the varying nature of the N7 road  from ‘urban’ near City Boundary to ‘quasi-rural’ near the Kildare Boundary.

A check on speed limit signage in early March 2007 revealed the following between the Monastery Road Junction and the City Boundary;

Inbound 
· 60 kph sign in median at Park & Ride site – none in verge
· 60 kph repeater sign at scrapyard (opposite Red Cow Hotel) none in median
· 60 kph repeater sign near Old Killeen Road in verge: none in media

· 50 kph sign at Woodies in verge and median
Note:
Speed limit signs are not generally put in median alongside Luas lines.

Outbound
· 50 kph repeaters at City Boundary 
· 60 kph at Woodies in verge: none in median
· 60 kph repeater at Modern Plant premises in verge: none in median
· 80 kph at Park & Ride site  (both verge and median)

It may be noted that the above locations where signs were absent from the verge or median fall within the curtillage of the M50 Upgrade works, the site of which is currently in possession of the Joint Venture contractors.  An approach has been made to them to have these signs replaced.  
In addition, speed limit markings i.e. ROUNDELS showing 60 kph was painted on the Naas Road from the M50 site to the City Boundary in week commencing 16th April 2007. 
The situation will be kept under review, and additional repeater signs will be erected if deemed appropriate or necessary.
