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SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

MONDAY 14th MAY 2007

MOTION NO. 16

Motion :

Cllr Jim Daly 

That the Manager clarifies the up to date position on the connection between Tallaght Stadium and the G.A.A. lands at Rathcoole, if there is any, taking into consideration the reports and statements that are being made in the media and on radio, by reporters and politicians. Would the Manager make a statement on these matters.

Report:

The Council, following an approach by the Dublin County GAA Board, approved the disposal of 26 acres of land at Rathcoole in 1996 for the provision of playing pitches and dressing rooms to meet the growing playing needs of the population of this part of Dublin, subject to the following terms and conditions:

(1) That the full and final settlement shall be in the sum of IR£200,000.00 
     (two hundred thousand pounds).

(2) That the Council will dispose of its fee simple interest in the lands and 
     give vacant possession to the subject lands on completion.
(3) The sale shall be by way of contract providing for payment of 10% of the 
      purchase price on signing of the contract. The balance to be paid on       

      closing of the sale not exceeding two months from the signing of the  

      contract.

(4) The G.A.A. will be responsible for the provision of adequate boundary 
      fencing to the lands being disposed of and appropriate car parking    

      facilities.

(5)  A right of way on the western side of the Council’s lands to access the 
      lands being disposed of will be granted.

(6)  That no agreement enforceable at law is created or intended to be  

      created until exchange of contracts has taken place.
(7)  That each party be responsible for its own respective legal costs of the 

       transaction.

The GAA County Board considered the lands to be very suitable to their needs.

The consideration of IR £200,000 was paid in full by the County Board subsequently.

The Council has been frustrated ever since in its endeavours to provide the right of way through its own lands.  

On 14th March, 2007 the Council decided to make a Compulsory Purchase Order for the purposes of providing a new road from Stoney Lane to the lands in question and submitted it to An Bord Pleanala for confirmation. 5 objections have been submitted to An Bord Pleanala by landowners included in the CPO before the closing date for objections – 2nd May 2007. These are being considered at present and if not withdrawn will result in an oral hearing being necessary. 
Independently of the above situation the Council approved the disposal of 12 acres of land at Town Centre Tallaght for the purposes of providing a soccer stadium to be used by Shamrock Rovers Football Club on the 10th February, 1997.
Following considerable construction, the work on the stadium ceased in 2001 although the contract for its construction was not terminated and the site is still in the possession of the contractor, who is owed a financial sum determined by the Arbitrator under the contract.

When it became apparent that no further work would be carried out and the stadium was partially completed, the Council decided to re-acquire by negotiation and by forfeiture the two leases of the lands rather than initiate legal proceedings which would delay the completion for several years.  This was considered the most expeditious way of completing the stadium for the benefit of the soccer fraternity in Tallaght.
The Council approved the Part VIII procedure and resolved, following submission by GAA clubs in Tallaght, in December 2005 to extending the stadium to enable GAA games to be played there subject to substantial finance being made available by Government towards the project.

When advised that such funding would only be forthcoming for the purposes of a soccer stadium, the Council decided to proceed with the project as placed on public display i.e. a soccer stadium.

This decision was the subject of an application to the courts for judicial review by  Cumann Tomás Dáibhis. The High Court decided on 20th April, 2007 to allow the application by the club to go to a full hearing and will now await the fixing of a date in the court list. It is estimated that it would take the contractor between 6 & 9 months to complete the stadium contract. It might be noted that juvenile GAA games could be played on the pitch as planned.

Following the publication of a letter from the Chairman of GAA club calling for the completion of the stadium the Deputy Manager wrote to the Echo in the following terms:

Dear Editor,


Re:  Stadium “should be finished now”


I refer to letter of Christopher O’Donnell, Chairman, Thomas Davis Club in which he calls for the completion of the stadium in Tallaght, and expresses the Club’s fervent wish to see the youth of Tallaght playing and watching games in it.


This stadium would be completed and available to the youth of Tallaght now were it not for the action of Thomas Davis Club by its challenge to the courts.


Yours sincerely


Tom Doherty


Deputy Manager


South Dublin County Council

The purpose was to clarify the position to the general public and readership of the Echo.

