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COMHAIRLE CONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 10th April 2007.


	PRESENT


	Councillors
	Councillors

	Ardagh, M.
	Laing, S.

	Corr, M.
	Maloney, E.

	Daly, J.
	McDermott, T.

	Dowds, R.
	Murphy, M.

	Gilligan, T.
	Neville, J.

	Gogarty, B.
	O’Conchúir, S.

	Hannon, J.
	O’Connell, G.

	Jones, C.
	Ridge, T.

	Keating, D.
	Tuffy, E.

	King, C.
	Walsh, E.

	Lahart, J.
	Warren, K.

	
	


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan

	Directors / Heads of Function
	T. Doherty, P. Smith, P. Poole, F. Coffey, J. Walsh, M. Pyne, C. Henehan

	
	

	Senior Executive Officers
	E. Cunningham, P. Murphy, J. Quinlivan

	Senior Planner
	M. Kenny

	Administrative Officer
	J. Browne

	A/Administrative Officer
	U. Donnellan

	A/Senior Staff Officer
	T. Fallon

	Clerical Officer
	C. Duff

	IT Support
	C. Whelan


The Mayor, Councillor E. Maloney presided.
PRESENTATION BY GILEAD SCIENCES LTD.

Ms. Julie O’Neill, General Manager of Gilead Sciences Ltd. who was accompanied by Mr. John Browne, Keating & Associates, gave a presentation to the Members on the proposed development of a new biopharmaceutical facility at Grange Castle Business Park.

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors R. Dowds, T. Ridge, S. O’Connor, T. McDermott, E. Tuffy, M. Daly and S. Laing.

Ms. Julie O’Neill responded to the Members queries.
(C/0121/07) EXTENSION OF COUNTY MANAGER’S PERIOD OF TENURE

In accordance with the provisions of Section 147 of the Local Government Act, 2001 and the Local Government (Tenure of Office of Managers) Regulations, 2003 the Mayor, Councillor E. Maloney informed Members that he had received the prescribed notification from Joe Horan, County Manager in respect of extension of his tenure as County Manager for a further three years.
(C/0122/07)
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES
Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 12th March 2007 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.
(C/0123/07)
TERENURE /RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 6TH  MARCH  2007 DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
(C/0124/07) TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 13TH MARCH 2007 DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT – GRANTS) PARKS, ENVIRONMENT AND HOUSING 

The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant to this organisation, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	AGF 567
	Holy Spirit Church Adult Choir, Ballyroan
	Grant towards performances for 40th Anniversary Celebrations
	5/2/07
	€400


It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:-

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grant as recommended in the foregoing report.””
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor  S. Laing   and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2) 13th March 2007 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 


(C/0125/07)
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 21ST MARCH 2007 
DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT – GRANTS) AND HOUSING 
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Application for Grants

Applications for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below.  Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	GF 1519
	Rathcoole Twirlers
	Personal Sports Development Grant
	05/01/2007
	€500

	GF 1545
	St. Patrick’s Day Parade
	Countywide Community Activity Event with a countywide Interest
	16/02/2007
	€3,000

	GF 1543
	St. Maelruan’s F.C.,
	Equipment Grant
	16/02/07
	€800


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Applications for grants under the Council’s Arts Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below.  Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, are recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount

€

	AGF 566
	Tallaght Intercultural Action
	Grant towards a creative design programme for teenagers
	30/1/07
	€500

	AGF 569
	St. Mark’s Senior N.S., Tallaght
	Grant towards arts and literature workshops
	19/2/07
	€600


A contribution is being made to the following groups

	Group
	Type of Application
	Amount



	St. Aengus’ Women’s Community Group
	Contribution towards the cost of set dancing classes
	€500

	Aoife Fagan
	Contribution towards participation in the Royal Academy of Dramatic Arts Summer School
	€300


It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report””.
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr       and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee (1) 21st March 2007 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 

(C/0126/07) TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 26TH MARCH  2007 
DEALING WITH ROADS (1 REPORT - PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY AT 91 AVONBEG GARDENS, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24), PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES 
The reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

The attached report was considered at the Tallaght  Area Committee Meeting (2) on 26th March, 2007.

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor J. Neville and AGREED:

“That this Committee recommends to the Council that the public right of way ADJACENT TO 91 AVONBEG GARDENS, TALLAGHT,  – MAP REF: RE 0603 be extinguished.

The extinguishment is to be effected by means of incorporation into the adjoining garden.”

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way is a reserved function of the Council.

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:

“South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public right–of-way ADJACENT TO 91 AVONBEG GARDENS, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24, as shown coloured red on Drawing No.  RE 0603 be extinguished.”

MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE 

MONDAY 26TH MARCH 2007   
HEADED ITEM NO.7
REPORT ON PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY ADJACENT TO 91, AVONBEG GARDENS, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24

MAP REF: RE 0603

The following report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting on 27th February, 2006.

“An application has been received from Housing Construction and the residents of Avonbeg Gardens to formally extinguish the public right-of-way adjacent to 91 Avonbeg Gardens.  The closure is to facilitate the completion of the Avonbeg Infill Development.  It is proposed to affect the closure by means of incorporation into new garden.”

Following consideration of the report, it was agreed to initiate the procedure.

The proposal to extinguish the public right-of-way was advertised in the  Echo on Thursday 9th March 2006 and signs were erected on site in accordance with Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993.  The latest date for receipt of objections, representations and requests for an oral hearing was 25th April, 2006.

One objection was received in response to the public advertisement/notice. The objector relates the medical condition of the residents in their house and the need for the laneway to remain open. The correspondence is available at the meeting.

Housing Construction Section have indicated that they will be responsible for the relocation of any services/utilities involved.

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way and the granting of an oral hearing is a reserved function  of the Council.

Any recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the attention of the Council.”
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It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Daly       and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee (2) 26th March 2007 – Roads Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 

 
(C/0127/07) LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 20TH MARCH 2007 
DEALING WITH DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, CORPORATE SERVICES AND ROADS 
(i) Parking Strategy Clondalkin
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“An emergency motion on the Parking Strategy for Clondalkin in the following terms 

“That this committee recommends that South Dublin Co. Council deletes Castle Park, Castle Grove and Moyle Crescent from the Parking Strategy for Clondalkin.”

was debated at the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting of 20th March 2007.  Following consideration of the report ( listed at the end of this report)  the Motion was passed and is now before the Council for consideration. 

Introduction
The installation of pay and display or controlled parking was initially introduced in South Dublin in December 2003 in Lucan Village. In the second phase of a countywide strategy for the control of on-street parking, pay and display parking has now been extended to the commercial areas of Clondalkin, Palmerstown, Rathcoole, Rathfarnham and Saggart.
Public consultation
South Dublin Council is permitted to introduce Bye Laws controlling on street parking under Section 36 of the Road Traffic Act 1994. Section 36 outlines the necessary notice and public consultation procedures to be followed and requires documented compliance with the Act’s provisions for prosecution of any resulting offences.
Rationale for including certain areas
Parking control was introduced in order to manage the limited parking available in the commercial areas of South Dublin as outlined. By its nature this process converts areas of free limited availability parking to paid-for available parking. One of the recognised consequences of converting the central commercial area to controlled paid-for parking is that a percentage of users will seek to relocate to parking in nearby uncontrolled areas, to avoid payment of parking charges. Therefore it is good practice to include areas assessed at risk from this relocated parking demand in the overall parking scheme, with appropriate permit arrangements catering for residential and visitor parking in these at-risk areas.
Current experience
Based on experience to date, the assessment of adjoining areas to be included within the overall parking scheme in each area has had regard to the extent of non-residential parking already occurring in areas or housing estates adjacent to the commercial area. It also involved the mapping of the most immediate areas where motorists are likely to transfer to when parking charges are introduced. The over-riding factor guiding selection of an adjacent area is to make non-residential parking unattractive or to limit it to an extent that residents and their visitors will still have opportunity to park in the immediate vicinity of their dwellings. Examples to date include:

· Sarsfield Park in Lucan suffered from periodic parking and inappropriate congestion and was included from commencement. This has successfully prevented inappropriate parking.
· Owendore Crescent in Rathfarnham while assessed to be some distance from the village now needs to be included in as a result of overspill parking.
Clondalkin
In Clondalkin the residential areas of Castle Grove, Castle Park (part of), Moyle Crescent and Laurel Park were all included in the scheme which went to public consultation as they had been assessed as either currently suffering from inappropriate parking or being at risk from relocated parking once the parking charges were introduced. Exclusion of these areas from the scheme is likely to increase inappropriate parking in those areas with resulting difficulties for residents and their visitors as there will be no means of preventing non-residents from parking in the area in the absence of parking controls. This will result in a detrimental effect on the amenities enjoyed by the residents at present.

In summary, the introduction of resident and visitor parking permits has been assessed as being the most appropriate way to preserve parking facilities for householders and their visitors in housing estates and areas adjacent the commercial areas where on-street parking controls are introduced. This assessment has been borne out by the experience to date in Lucan and Rathfarnham, and also in the Tallaght area where residents have encountered problems due to uncontrolled parking in nearby estates by people travelling on the LUAS. It is reasonable to assume based on this experience, that the above-noted areas in Clondalkin will suffer a similar occurrence in the absence of implementing a resident and visitor parking system similar to that already introduced successfully in other areas under the Countywide Parking Strategy. 

LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE MEETING (1) 

TUESDAY 20TH MARCH 2007

EMERGENCY MOTION: COUNCILLOR R. DOWDS

“That this committee recommends that South Dublin Co. Council deletes Castle Park, Castle Grove and Moyle Crescent from the Parking Strategy for Clondalkin.”

Report:

In line with the parking strategy, South Dublin County Council commissioned the preparation of DRAFT Control of Parking Bye Laws to regulate and control on-street parking in certain areas within South Dublin County Council’s administrative area. The areas consisted of the villages of Clondalkin, Palmerstown, Rathcoole, Rathfarnham and Saggart. South Dublin County Council is entitled to make such Bye Laws under Section 36 of the Road Traffic Act, 1994.

The Bye Laws set out the following information with regard to the provision and control of on street parking in relation to areas within the villages mentioned above:

(a) the specifying of parking places;

(b) the payment of fees, including the manner and proof of payment in respect of the parking of vehicles;

(c) the specifying of the amount of any fees payable pursuant to bye-laws under paragraph ( b );

(d) the specifying of the maximum periods for which vehicles may be parked in specified parking places;

(e) the prohibition of the parking of vehicles in a parking place for a period for which a fee is chargeable without the appropriate fee having been paid in the manner specified;

(f) the prohibition of the parking of vehicles in a parking place for a longer period than that in respect of which a fee was paid;

(g) the specifying of the classes of vehicles which may use a parking place in respect of which a fee is payable;

(h) the exemption of specified classes of vehicles from the payment of fees in respect of parking, the conditions under which specified classes of vehicles may be so exempted and the identification of exempted vehicles;

(i) that indications given by parking meters shall be treated as evidence until the contrary is shown of such facts and for such purposes as may be specified in the bye-laws.

A schedule indicating the type of parking provision available was included in the Bye-Laws. Also included were drawings, which indicated the affected area and outlined, in reference to the schedule, the location of the parking specification types.

A notice was placed in the Irish Independent and The Echo on the 24th of February 2005 indicating the availability for inspection and purchase of the draft Bye Laws between Thursday 24th February 2005 to Thursday 24th March 2005 excluding St. Patrick’s Day, Thursday, 17th March 2005. This notice also indicated the closing date, 08th April 2005, for lodgement of relevant representations to the Senior Executive Officer, Roads Department. A supplementary reminder notice was placed in The Echo 31st March 2005.

The notice indicated the location where the draft scheme could be viewed. One such location was Clondalkin Library.

Part (3) of Section 36 of the Road Traffic Act indicates clearly the process, which must be adhered to in progressing the approval of the Bye-Laws under this section. 

‘Before making bye-laws under this section (other than bye-laws relating to the fees to be paid in respect of the parking of vehicles), a road authority shall:

	Road Traffic Act Requirement:
	Compliance

	(a)
	Consult with the Commissioner
	Yes

	(b)
	Publish a notice in one or more newspapers circulating in the area to which the bye-laws relate—
	Yes*



	
	(I)
	Indicating that it is proposed to make bye-laws under this section
	

	
	(ii)
	Indicating the times at which, the period (being not less than one month) during which and the place (being a place within their functional area) where a copy of the draft bye-laws may be inspected,
	

	
	(iii)
	Stating that representations may be made in writing to the road authority in relation to the draft bye-laws before a specified date (which shall be not less than 2 weeks after the end of the period for inspection),
	

	
	(iv)
	Stating that a copy of the draft bye-laws may be purchased on payment of a fee not exceeding the reasonable cost of making such copies
	

	(c)
	Before deciding whether to make the bye-laws and determining their content, consider any observations made to them by the Commissioner or any representations made to them pursuant to paragraph (b) (iii)
	This report


The scheme was adopted at the monthly meeting of South Dublin County Council of 10th October 2005.

The report to Council contained a commitment to a formal review of the bye-laws within three months of operation of implementation and necessary amendments will be adopted. The scheme will also be subject to continuous monitoring and improvement during the implementation period. 

The operational hours of the scheme are 8.00 a.m. to 6.00 p.m.

Controlled parking in residential areas is introduced for the sake of protecting residents from potential spill over parking. There is a charge associated with the administration costs, production, and checking of these permits. The proposed charge is operational in the scheme in Lucan Village and is in line with the costs for similar services in adjacent areas.

The omission of residential areas, as proposed, will result in such areas being used by motorists who wish to park in Clondalkin and commute to the City. It should be remembered that Clondalkin Village is only a short walk from the Luas Park and Ride site.

It is strongly recommended that the motion be not passed.”  

A discussion took place with contributions from Councillors R. Dowds, S. O’Connor, T. Gilligan, T. Ridge, and J. Hannon.

Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transportation responded to the Members queries.
It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds, seconded by Councillor S. O’Connor and RESOLVED: 

“That this Council deletes Castle Park, Castle Grove and Moyle Crescent from the Parking Strategy for Clondalkin.”

(ii) HGV Ban Woodford
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The following motion in the name of Councillor S. O’Connor was tabled at the Lucan Clondalking Area Committee Meeting on Tuesday 20th March 2007.

“That this Council after numerous calls from elected representatives across the party divide in Clondalkin , calls for an immediate ban and enforcement on HGV's through the Woodford estate immediately.”

REPORT:
Woodford Walk/Woodford Hill is a distirbutor road linking the Nangor Road and Monastery Road. As such, it is designed to facilitate the passage of all categories of through traffic, as well as providing access to local residential estates. The introduction of a ban of HGV through-traffic along this route would be inconsistent with its designated use and function, and would be inappropriate in any case, given that no residential development fronts directly on to the route and that the banning of HGVs from the route would lead to increased congestion on less suitable adjacent routes (including Clondalkin Village). 

It is acknowledged, nevertheless, that the disruption caused by the current M50 Upgrade Scheme and related works, including associated interchanges at Red Cow and Monastery Road, has led to increased traffic congestion in the general Clondalkin area, including the Woodford Walk/Woodford Hill route. However, any changes to the traffic system having wide-ranging impact should only be considered when regular traffic and travel patterns are once again established following completion of the Upgrade works, so that their long-term impacts can be properly ascertained.  

Following contributions from Councillors S. O’Connor, T. Ridge, T. Gilligan, B. Gogarty and R. Dowds the motion was passed.

It should be noted that the following 2 road schemes are currently under construction.  

(a) Final phase of the Outer Ring Road is under construction with an anticipated completion date mid 2008. 

(b) M50 Upgrade – N4 to Ballymount with an anticipated completion date mid 2008.

When complete, these road schemes will afford alternative routes for heavy goods vehicles.   Accordingly, it is strongly recommended that this proposal not be considered until these roads schemes are in place and the resultant traffic patterns established so that their long term impacts can be properly ascertained.”
A discussion took place with contributions from Councillors T. Ridge, T. Gilligan, S. O’Connor and R. Dowds.

Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transportation responded to the Members queries.

It was proposed by Councillor S. O’Connor, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and RESOLVED:

“That this Council after numerous calls from elected representatives across the party divide in Clondalkin , calls for an immediate ban and enforcement on HGV's through the Woodford estate immediately.” 
(iii) Proposed Extinguishment of Public Right of Way adjacent to 167/168 Arthur Griffith Park, Lucan, Co. Dublin and (iv) Proposed Extinguishment of Public Right of Way to the side of No. 12 and the rear of No's 12 &13 St. Ronan’s Drive, Clondalkin Dublin 22
The reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

“PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY AJACENT TO 167/168 ARTHUR GRIFFITH PARK, LUCAN, CO DUBLIN 

 MAP REF. RE 0622

The attached report was considered at the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting on 20th March, 2007.

It was proposed by Councillor R.Dowds, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and AGREED:

“That this Committee recommends to the Council that the public right of way of laneway adjacent to 167/168 Arthur Griffith Park, Lucan, Co Dublin – MAP REF: RE 0622 be extinguished.

The extinguishment is to be effected by means of lockable gates and no part of this section of laneway is to be incorporated into adjoining gardens.”

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way is a reserved function of the Council.

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:

“South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public right-of-way adjacent to 167/168 ARTHUR GRIFFITH PARK, LUCAN,  as shown coloured red on Drawing No. RE 0622 be extinguished.”

MEETING OF LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE 

TUESDAY 20TH MARCH, 2007

HEADED ITEM NO. 4

PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY OF LANEWAY ADJACENT TO 167/168 ARTHUR GRIFFITH PARK, LUCAN, CO DUBLIN 

MAP  REF. RE 0622

The following report was submitted to the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting Wednesday 22nd November, 2006

“Proposed extinguishment of public right at the laneway adjacent to 167/168 Arthur Griffith Park, Lucan

An application has been received from Housing Maintenance and the residents of Arthur Griffith Park, Lucan to formally extinguish the public right-of-way at the laneway adjacent to 167/168 Arthur Griffith Park, Lucan due to antisocial behaviour and to affect the closure by means of lockable gates.”

Following consideration of the report, it was agreed to initiate the procedure.

The proposal to extinguish the public right-of-way was advertised in the Echo on Thursday, December 21st, 2006 and signs were erected on site in accordance with Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993.  The latest date for receipt of objections, representations and requests for an oral hearing was Friday 9th February, 2007.

No submissions were received in response to the public advertisement/notice.

Bord Gais, Eircom, ESB and NTL have stated that they have no objections to the proposed extinguishment.

Public Lighting and Water & Drainage Section has no objection to the proposed extinguishment.

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way and the granting of an oral hearing is a reserved function of the Council.

Any recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the attention of the Council.”  
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“PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY TO THE SIDE OF NO. 12 AND THE REAR OF NO’S 12 & 13 ST RONAN’S DRIVE, CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22 

 MAP REF. RE 0623

The attached report was considered at the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting on 20th March, 2007.

It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and AGREED:

“That this Committee recommends to the Council that the public right of way to the SIDE OF NO. 12 AND THE REAR OF NO’S 12 & 13 ST RONAN’S DRIVE, CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22– MAP REF: RE 0623 be extinguished.

The extinguishment is to be effected by means of a fence and lockable gates and no part of this section of laneway is to be incorporated into adjoining gardens.”

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way is a reserved function of the Council.

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:

“South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public right –of-way to THE SIDE OF NO. 12 AND THE REAR OF NO’S 12 & 13 ST RONAN’S DRIVE, CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22  as shown coloured red on Drawing No. RE 0623 be extinguished.”
Meeting of Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee

Tuesday 20th March, 2007

Headed Item No.5

PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY TO THE SIDE OF NO. 12 AND THE REAR OF NO’S 12 & 13 ST RONAN’S DRIVE, CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22 MAP REF. RE 0623

The following report was submitted to the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting Wednesday 22nd November, 2006

“Proposed extinguishment of public right at the laneway to the side of No 12 and the rear of numbers 12 & 13 St Ronan’s Drive, Clondalkin, Dublin 22

An application has been received from Housing Maintenance and the residents of St Ronan’s Drive, Clondalkin to formally extinguish the public right-of-way at the laneway to the side of No 12 and the rear of numbers 12 & 13 St Ronan’s Drive, Clondalkin, Dublin 22, due to antisocial behaviour and to affect the closure by means of a fence and lockable gates.”

Following consideration of the report, it was agreed to initiate the procedure.

The proposal to extinguish the public right-of-way was advertised in the Echo on Thursday, December 21st, 2006 and signs were erected on site in accordance with Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993.  The latest date for receipt of objections, representations and requests for an oral hearing was Friday 9th February, 2007.

No submissions were received in response to the public advertisement/notice.

Bord Gais, Eircom, NTL and ESB have stated that they have no objections to the proposed extinguishment.

Public Lighting and Water & Drainage Sections have no objections to the proposed extinguishment.

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way and the granting of an oral hearing is a reserved function of the Council.

Any recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the attention of the Council.”
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It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor  R. Dowds      and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the reports of the South Dublin County Council Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1) 20th March 2007 – Roads Department in relation to proposed extinguishment of rights-of way at Arthur Griffith Park and St. Ronan’s Drive, be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 

(C/0128/07) LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 27TH MARCH 2007 DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - GRANTS) AND HOUSING 
 The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Application for Grants

Applications for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below.  Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	GF 1534
	Eskerwood Residents Association,
	Environmental Improvements
	24/01/07
	€500

	GF 1509
	Mr Sean Walsh
	Personal Sports Development Grant
	29/11/06
	€500

	GF 1550
	Clondalkin Addiction Support Programme
	Major Equipment Grant 
	01/03/07
	€3,000

	GF 1549
	Ashwood Football Club
	Equipment Grant
	23/02/07
	€500


It was proposed by Councillor Robert Dowds, seconded by Councillor Guss O’ Connell and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants as recommended in the foregoing report”.”
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2) 27th March 2007 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 

(C/0129/07) 
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE - 22ND MARCH 2007

The reports by the Manager, which had been circulated were CONSIDERED:


a) Calendar of meeting date
“The following Calendar was presented to the members for approval at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 22nd March 2007.

Draft Calendar of Meeting Dates

30th April – 29th June 2007

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 30th April
	
	
	

	Tues. 1st May
	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (1)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	18/04/07

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

*(For planning files see below)


	Wed. 2nd May
	Environment Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m – 7.00 p.m.
	29/03/07

Business to Director of Environmental Services

	Thurs. 3rd May
	Transport Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	30/03/07

Business to Director of Transportation

	Fri. 4th May
	
	 
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 25/04/07

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon 7th May

	Bank Holiday
	
	

	Tues. 8th May
	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2)

Community, Parks, Environment & Housing
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	24/04/07

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

	Wed. 9th May
	Sports, Recreation, Community Development and Parks Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	03/04/07

Business to Director of Community Services

	Thurs. 10th May
	Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	05/04/07

Business to Director of Housing

	Fri. 11th May
	
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 14th May
	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting
	12.30 p.m.–2.00 p.m.

3.30 p.m. – 6.30 p.m.
	30/04/07

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues. 15th May


	
	
	

	Wed. 16th May
	Economic Development (including Planning and Development) Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	13/04/07

Business to Director of Economic Development

	Thurs. 17th May
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1)

Development, Planning, Corporate Services & Roads

(rescheduled from 15th May)


	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.


	01/05/07

Business to SEO Planning Department

*(For planning files see below)


	Fri. 18th May
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 09/05/07

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 21st May
	Tallaght Area Committee (1)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing

Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education & Libraries Strategic Policy Committee


	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.

5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	08/05/07

Business to SEO Housing Department

18/04/07

Business to Director of Community Services.

	Tues. 22nd May
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	09/05/07

Business to SEO Planning Department

	Wed. 23rd May
	Deputations


	2.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.
	

	Thurs. 24th May
	Traffic Management Meeting

Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee (in committee)


	1.15 p.m. – 3.30 p.m.

3.30 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.
	11/05/07

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Fri. 25th May
	
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 28th May
	Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services


	3.30 p.m. –5.30 p.m.
	15/05/07

Business to SEO Housing Department

*(For planning files see below)

	Tues. 29th May
	
	
	

	Wed. 30th May
	
	
	

	Thurs. 31st May
	
	
	

	Fri. 1st June
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 22/05/07

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 4th June
	Bank Holiday
	
	

	Tues. 5th June
	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (1)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	22/05/07

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

*(For planning files see below)


	Wed. 6th June
	
	
	

	Thurs. 7th June
	
	
	

	Fri. 8th June
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 30/05/07

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 11th June
	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting
	12.30 p.m.–2.00 p.m.

3.30 p.m. – 6.30 p.m.
	28/05/07

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues. 12th June
	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2)

Community, Parks, Environment & Housing
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	29/05/07

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

	Wed.  13th June
	
	
	

	Thurs. 14th June
	
	
	

	Fri. 15th June
	
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 18th June
	Tallaght Area Committee (1)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	05/06/07

Business to SEO Housing Department

	Tues. 19th June
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1)

Development, Planning, Corporate Services & Roads
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	06/06/07

Business to SEO Planning Department

*(For planning files see below)

	Wed.  20th June
	
	
	

	Thurs. 21st June
	
	
	

	Fri. 22nd June
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 13/06/07 

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 25th June
	Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services


	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	12/06/07

Business to SEO Housing Department

*(For planning files see below)

	Tues. 26th June
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	13/06/07

Business to SEO Planning Department

	Wed.  27th June
	Deputations
	2.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.
	

	Thurs. 28th June
	
	
	

	Fri. 29th June
	Annual Meeting
	3.30 p.m.
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 19/06/07 

Following discussion it was agreed to re-schedule the Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee (1) meeting from 15th May to 17th May to facilitate the Lucan Clondalkin Members who are also members of the Health Services Executive. 

The above Calendar reflects this change.”
b) Filling of Vacancies on Various Committees

“Report of the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting of 22nd March 2007

At the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 22nd March 2007 the following nominations were approved:

a) Sectoral Replacement Nominee (Community Platform) on the 

Environment Strategic Policy Committee

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor T. Mc Dermott and AGREED:

“That Mr. Ollie Murphy, Tallaght Welfare Society replace Mr. Owen Binchy, as the Community Platform’s representative on the Environment Strategic Policy Committee.”

b) Sectoral Vacancies (Community Platform) on the 

Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education and Libraries Strategic Policy Committee

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and AGREED:

“That Ms. Ann Fitzpatrick, Jobstown CDP and Ms. Jennifer Lloyd-Hughes Tallaght Travellers CDP be appointed as the Community Platform representatives on the Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education and Libraries Strategic Policy Committee.”

c) Sectoral Replacement Nominee (Community Platform) on the 

Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and AGREED:

“That Mr. Geoff Corcoran, Tallaght Homeless Advice Unit replace Mr. Barney Joyce as the Community Platform’s representative on the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee.”

d) Sectoral Replacement Nominee (Community Platform) on the 

Transportation Strategic Policy Committee

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor S. Laing and AGREED:

“That Mr. David Lynch, Clondalkin Partnership replace Mr. Andy Lane as the Community Platform’s representative on Transportation Strategic Policy Committee.”

e) Sectoral Replacement Nominee (Business/Roadstone) on the 

Transportation Strategic Policy Committee

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor J. Daly and AGREED:

“That Mr. Jim Farren replace Mr. Pat Gunning as the Business/Commercial (Roadstone Ltd.) representative on Transportation Strategic Policy Committee.”

f) Sectoral Replacement Nominee (Community Forum) on the 

Transportation Strategic Policy Committee

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor S. Laing and AGREED:

“That Ms. Dympna Quinn replace Mr. Tom Newton as the Community Forum representative on Transportation Strategic Policy Committee.”

g) Sectoral Replacement Nominee (Community Forum) on the 

Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education and Libraries Strategic Policy Committee

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor R. Dowds and AGREED:

“That Ms. Breda Bollard replace Mr. Brian O’Gaibhin as the Community Forum representative on the Arts, Culture, Education and Libraries Strategic Policy Committee.”

h) Sectoral Vacancy (Community Forum) on the 

Environment Strategic Policy Committee

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor T. Mc Dermott and AGREED:

“That Mr. Michael McLoughlin fill the existing vacancy on the Environment Strategic Policy Committee.”

i) Sectoral Replacement Nominees (2) (Community Forum) on the 

Sports, Recreation, Community Development and Parks Strategic Policy Committee

It was proposed by Councillor T, Ridge, seconded by Councillor S. Laing and AGREED:

“That Mr. Ambrose Shields and Mr. Sean Reid replace Ms. Marie Price-Bolger and Ms. Anne Pilkington as the Community Forum representatives on the Sports, Recreation, Community Development and Parks Strategic Policy Committee.””
c) Report on Conferences

“Report of the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting of 22nd March 2007

The following report was presented to the Members at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 22nd March 2007:

“Section 142 (5) of Local Government Act 2001 provides for the authorisation of Members’ attendance at conferences both home and abroad.  Listed below are conferences which have been notified to us to date for the period March to May. Members who have expressed an interest in attending these conferences are also listed. 

The Council’s approval is now sought for Members’ attendance at the conferences.

HOME CONFERENCES  
	Conference 
	Host
	Venue
	Date
	Councillors attending
	Conference

Fee pp

	Place, Environment and Politics in the Republic of Ireland 


	Geographical Society of Ireland
	The John Hume Building, 

National University of Ireland Maynooth 
	23rd March 2007
	
	€60

	Department of Government

Communicating the Political Campaign


	Dept. of Government, UCC
	O’ Rahilly Building. Room 2.55 

University College Cork
	29th March 2007
	J. Neville

S. O’Connor
	€160

	23rd Annual Environmental Conference

“Enforcement of Environmental Regulations”
	Sherkin Island Marine Station
	Carrigaline Court  Hotel,

Carrigaline,

Co. Cork
	29th -30th March 2007
	C. King

G. O’Connell
	€280

	Carlow Tourism Conference

Tourism -  Fostering Local and Regional Regeneration
	Carlow Tourism
	Seven Oaks Hotel,

Athy Road, 

Carlow
	29th -30th March 2007
	M. Ardagh

T. Ridge
	€190

	IWEC 2007 – Wind – Ireland’s Energy Solution, and Micros Generation & Energy for Industry
	IWEC
	Burlington Hotel, Dublin
	29th & 30th March 2007
	
	€400

	LAMA  Spring Conference

“Meeting the Challenge – Providing the Solutions”


	LAMA
	Gleneagle Hotel,

Kilarney ,

Co. Kerry
	12th & 13th April 2007.
	R. Dowds

C. King
	€250

	Southern  & Eastern Regional Assembly

“ Regional Governance”
	Southern & Eastern Regional Assembly
	Killashee House Hotel, Naas. 

Co. Kildare
	20th April 2007

9.30 am -1.00 pm
	
	€175

	Local Government  Housing Service


	Kadenza Consultancies
	 Silver Tassie Hotel.

Milford Road

Letterkenny

Co Donegal
	27th -29th April 2007
	C. King

S. O’Connor
	€245


FOREIGN CONFERENCES 

	Conference 
	Host
	Venue 
	Date 
	Councillors 

attending
	Conference 
Fee

	National Association of Councillors

Public Services – Improvement & Accountability
	National Association of Councillors
	Crown Hotel,

Scarborough

UK
	13th – 15th April 2007
	
	€346.63

	IFHP Spring Conference

Malfunctional &Intensive Land Use 

Principles, Practices Projects and Policies  
	IFHP
	Lisbon,

Portugal 
	8th-11th May -2007
	
	Fee to be advised


Notification has been received from the Mayor of Munich regarding the upcoming Velo-city 2007 conference which promotes the bicycle as a means of transport.  The conference will be of interest to Members of the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee.  The conference is scheduled to take place in Munich from 12th to 15th June 2007. For further details please contact Corporate Services.

The following table shows Members’ attendance at conferences to date:

	Conferences Attended to date

	Date


	Conference
	Host 
	Venue
	Attended by
	Conference Fee pp

	1st -3rd Feb.07
	Local Government and the Planning Service Training Seminar 
	Kadenza Consultancies
	Clonlea Strand Hotel.

Dungarvan, Co. Waterford 
	Cllrs. 

C. Keane,

J. Daly, 

S. Laing


	€245 

	8th -10th Feb.07
	Vision into Practice  Making quality a reality in the lives of young Children
	Centre for Early Childhood Development & Education
	Dublin Castle,

Dublin
	Cllr.

C. Keane
	€300

	9th -10th February 2007
	AMAI Spring Seminar
	Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland
	Brandon Hotel, Tralee, 

Co. Kerry
	Cllrs. 

J. Neville

J. Hannon

K. Warren

J. Daly
	€200  

	14th-15th Feb.07
	All Island Infrastructure Investment Conference

Infrastructure: Connecting People, Business and Public Services
	BMF Conferences 
	Slieve Donard  Hotel,

Newcastle, 

Co. Down
	Cllr. M.Daly
	€499.37

	17th Feb.07
	Planning Seminar for Councillors
	TJK Conferences Ltd.
	Earl of Desmond Hotel,

Tralee

Co. Kerry
	Cllrs. 

S. O’ Connor, 

R. Dowds

C. Jones

K. Warren
	€150 

	23rd

Feb. 07


	The Role of Local Authorities in Building Peace and Reconciliation
	Confederation of European Councillors
	Park Inn Hotel,

Dundalk,

Co. Louth
	Cllrs. 

C. King, 

T. Ridge
	€190 

	8th -10th Mar.07
	Annual Conference 207
	Association of County and City Councils
	Park Hotel,

Dungarvan,

Co Waterford
	Cllrs.

C. Keane

M. Ardagh

T. Ridge

S. Laing

T. Gilligan 

J. Hannon

R. Dowds
	€200 


It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor J. Daly and resolved:

“In accordance with Section 142 (5) of the Local Government Act, 2001 attendance by Members at the Conferences / Seminars outlined in the report is hereby authorised.”"
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge    and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the reports of the South Dublin County Council Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee 22nd  March 2007 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 

(C/0130/07) 
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0131/07) 
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES 
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0132/07)
QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor R. Dowds     and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 Questions numbered Q1 to Q7 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 

(C/0133/07) HERITAGE OFFICER

QUESTION: Councillor R. Dowds   
To ask the Manager if South County Dublin has any plans to appoint a heritage officer and, if so, when that person will be appointed? 

REPLY:
A competition to recruit a Heritage Officer was held some time ago, no suitable candiate presented for interview and the post was not filled. It is intended to  re-advertise the competition in the near future. 


(C/0134/07) WATER QUALITY IN SOUTH DUBLIN

QUESTION: Councillor  R. Dowds   

To ask the Manager to make a statement about the quality of the water in South Dublin's water supply and the checks made on it to ensure its safety for the general consumer? 

REPLY: 

South Dublin County Council’s public water supply is monitored to ensure compliance with all existing water quality legislation and standards. The sample standard is as set out in the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Implementation Handbook on the EC (Drinking Water) Regulations 2000, which is implemented by the Central Laboratory of Dublin City Council on behalf of South Dublin County Council. In 2006, 315 check samples were undertaken across the county for 12 parameters - mainly key health and aesthetic parameters. An additional 17 audit parameters were undertaken across the county for all 46 chemical, indicator and microbiological parameters specified in the EC (Drinking Water) Regulations 2000. 
The annual reports on The Quality of Drinking Water in Ireland issued by the EPA consistently show that the drinking water standards in South Dublin County are high with respect to public water supplies. This is due mainly to a rigorous sampling and maintenance regime, which permit any quality issues to be identified at an early stage and acted upon.  The 2005 EPA Report on Drinking Water indicates a compliance with the 2000 regulations of 99.2% for South Dublin County, which is above the national average. The EPA Report for 2006 has not yet been issued.

(C/0135/07) BUILDING REGULATIONS


QUESTION: Councillor C. Keane   

To ask the Manager  following motion tabled by Cllr. Cait Keane and agreed at TRAC meeting that it be brought to the full Council as it involves a change in council policy and was not tabled as a report at the last council meeting. The motion as agreed at the Terenure Rathfarnham area meeting read “That this Committee agrees to draw up an updated policy on building regulations and the criteria required by South Dublin County Council in all future new build to meet the highest sustainable/environmentally friendly/energy efficient standards, as developed by Dun Laoghaire/Rathdown recently." 

REPLY:
The matter to which the Question relates is a Headed Item on to-day’s agenda H-I (10).
(C/0136/07)
AIR/NOISE POLLUTION READINGS ALONG M50


QUESTION: Councillor G. O'Connell   
To ask the Manager if and how often are air and noise pollution levels/tests/readings taken along the M50 upgrade works, to list the results to date if any and if he will make them available to the public as requested by An Bord Pleanala and to make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:

The maximum permissible noise and dust levels for works carried out under the M50 Contract 1 Upgrade Project are defined in the Contract documents.  

The location of monitors for noise and air are listed in Appendix A. 

	How Often
	Readings

	Noise
	Recorded every ½ hour, documented each week

	Dust
	Recorded continuously throughout the month – data collected and documented each month.


All results documented are stored on the Engineer’s representative’s computer and hard copies filed. 

Should readings exceed the levels stated in the Contract documents, the Contractor is advised accordingly and if the excess levels are due to incidents caused by the works, appropriate measures are put in place to address and rectify the matter. 

Copies of the results from the monitors both for noise and air quality are available if requested through South Dublin County Council.  

APPENDIX A

	N4Kings Hospital
	Yes

	Hollyville House adjacent old bus turning  
	Yes                                  

	19 Glenpark Close Boundary Wall
	Yes                                    

	19 GlenPark Façade of House
	Yes             

	2 Hillside 
	Yes

	4 River Side
	Yes


 N7 

	High grove apartments (Ibis)
	Yes


Ballymount
	Ballymount Ramp
	Yes                                 


Dust Monitoring 

	Location No.1
	Fiat Garage
	N7

	Location No.2
	Ibis Apts
	N7

	Location No.3
	No. 19 Glenpark Close
	N4

	Location No.4
	No. 13 Palmer Court
	N4

	Location No.5
	Kings Hospital
	N4

	Location No.6
	Hollyville House
	N4

	Location No.7
	No.36 Tamaris Avenue
	Ballymount

	Location No.8
	Ballymount Off Ramp
	Ballymount

	Location No. 9
	SIAC Compound
	N4

	Location No. 10
	Liffey Valley Carpark
	N4

	Location No.11
	South East Interchange Outbound
	N4

	Location No.12
	2 Hill Side
	N4

	Location No.13
	4 River Side
	N4


(C/0137/07)
DOMESTIC CONVERSION GRANTS


QUESTION: Councillor G. O'Connell   
To ask the manager if anything can be done to speed up the time it currently takes to process applications for domestic conversion grants relating to persons with a disability or age/health related conditions

REPLY:
South Dublin County Council operates the Disabled Persons Grant Scheme in accordance with regulations and guidelines laid down by the Department Of Environment and Local Government (DoELG).  

Following a review of our operation of the scheme in 2006 a number of recommendations were implemented to expedite the processing of these applications.  

There are currently 295 live applications for private dwellings on hand awaiting approval, of these 247 applications are awaiting further information (77 applications awaiting submission of Occupational Therapists Reports and 170 applications awaiting submission of estimates).   

The average time waiting for approval once all documentation has been received is currently one month compared to three months for the same period last year.

(C/0138/07) THEFT OF BIN TAGS

QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren   
To ask the Manager to make a full statement concerning the recent large scale theft of bin tags and their subsequent re-sale for illegal purposes, to state the total number of instances that were brought to the attention of South Dublin County Council in recent months, if alternative bin tags or a replacement service is provided to customers of the Council where this happens, and if he has had discussions with An Garda Siochana in respect of this new phenomena, and if he will make a statement on the matter?

REPLY: 


Local Authorities are required by E.U. and national policy to operate a “Pay by Weight” or “Pay by Volume” system of charging for refuse collection.  The bin tagging system employed by the Council fulfils this requirement. The system has generally worked well since its introduction in February 2004 and has resulted in an increase in the amount of waste being recycled and a significant reduction in the amount of waste disposed in landfill.

On occasions the Council is contacted by customers with reports of bin tags being stolen.  In recent months reports have been received from a number of locations in the County viz. parts of Tallaght, Clondalkin, Lucan and Walkinstown. These incidences have been reported to the Gardai and the Council is in ongoing liaison with the Gardai in this regard. The majority of tags stolen were removed from bins which were left out overnight. The Council regularly reminds householders not to place the tag on their bin overnight and to ensure that their name and address is filled in on the tag so as to discourage theft of the tag by those engaged in this form of anti social behaviour.

In conjunction with the other Local Authorities in the Dublin Region, the Council regularly examines new systems and practices with a view to making the waste management service as efficient as possible whilst at the same time endeavouring to ensure that its customers receive good value for money for the service provided. 

A full evaluation of alternatives to the tagging system is currently underway but requires detailed consideration and will take some time. In this regard the Council is currently examining an electronic system of payment for its waste collection service. A report will be presented to the Council on the matter in due course.

The Waste Management Service provided by South Dublin County Council will be further enhanced following the formal announcement on 29th March last of the development of the Regional Material Recovery Facility (MRF) at Ballymount. This facility will provide for the segregation and processing of the dry recyclable waste collected in the ‘Green Bin’ and will facilitate the inclusion of plastic bottles in the waste streams.

The Dublin Local Authorities are commencing the phased introduction of the inclusion of plastic bottles in the waste streams accepted.  In South Dublin County Council administrative area, the programme for expansion to include plastic bottles will commence later in 2007 and will be completed in 2008.The programme of routes and areas will be notified to the Council and to customers in due course. 

The service will further expand in South Dublin County Council administrative area in 2008, with the introduction of brown bin collection system for bio-degradable waste.

The expansion of the service will impact on the cost to South Dublin County Council of providing for a high quality environmentally sound Waste Management system.  The consideration of an alternative charging system (other than bin tagging) will also have regard to these matters.
(C/0139/07) 
COUNCIL’S PLANNING ENFORCEMENT RECORD

QUESTION: Councillor A. White   
To ask the Manager for a report on the Council's planning enforcement record in 2006, to include (a) the number of cases investigated, (b) whether in each case the enforcement case resulted from a complaint made by a third party or otherwise, (c) the number of warning letters issued, (d) the number of Notices issued and (e) the number of Court actions initiated?

REPLY:

In accordance with Section 152 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000, all written representations concerning possible unauthorised development that are not vexatious, frivolous or clearly without substance are investigated by the Council’s Planning Enforcement Section. The investigation of planning complaints in 2006 was as follows:

(a) 473 complaints were received. Of these, 131 were dismissed as unauthorised development had not taken place or was of such a trivial nature that enforcement action was not warranted.

(b) Queries concerning possible unauthorised development come to the attention of the Enforcement Section from a number of sources – third party complaints, visits by Council Staff to a site or general area or inspections by Staff with regard to new planning applications for a site. 

(c) 572 Warning Letters were issued to the owner(s), occupier(s) and/or developer(s) in relation to alleged unauthorised development. 

(d) 205 Enforcement Notices were served, of which 39 were complied with. 

(e) 64 cases were referred to the District Court and a further 5 were referred to the Circuit Court. 
It should be noted that a crossover can exist whereby a complaint received late in one year may not result in the issue of a Warning Letter or an Enforcement Notice until early in the following year. Similarly, an application to the Courts may not necessarily occur in the same year as the coming into effect of an Enforcement Notice.
(C/0140/07) 
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS  - Orlagh Grove Phase 2 

The following report, by the Manager, which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“The following report was considered at the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting of 6th March 2007.
“Statutory Notice has been given in the public press of the Council’s intention to consider the making of a declaration that the roads in the following estate,

(1) Orlagh Grove – Phase 2, Rathfarnham 

as set out in the Schedule attached, be public roads.

No objections were received. 
It is recommended that the roads be declared to be public roads.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next meeting.”

It was proposed by Councillor J Lahart and seconded by Councillor S Laing and AGREED:

“That this Committee recommends that the roads be declared to be public roads.”

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:-

“That the roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to be public roads.”
SCHEDULE FOR:

Orlagh Grove. Phase 2.
LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA:
Rathfarnham. 
	TOWNLAND:
	 Scholarstown
	B.C. NO:
	 990(2)

	ELECTORAL DIVISION
	 Rathfarnham
	
	

	ROADNAME
	LENGTH(m)
	DESCRIPTION

	Orlagh Grove. (Part of).
	372m
	From a point in line with the southern boundary of house no. 27 Orlagh Grove, southward for 73m, then eastward for 299m to its junction with Orlagh View.

	Orlagh View.
	151m
	From its junction with Orlagh Grove, eastward for 151m to its junction with Orlagh Grange.

	Orlagh Grange.
	166m
	From its junction with Orlagh View at a point opposite house no. 10, southeastward for 38m to the end of its turning bay at house no. 2.

Also including that part from its junction with Orlagh View at a point opposite house no. 10, northwestward for 128m to the end of its turning bay at house no. 36.

	Orlagh Meadows.
	116m
	From its junction with Orlagh Grange, westward for 116m to its junction with Orlagh Wood.

	Orlagh Wood.
	208m
	From its junction with Orlagh Grove, northward for 208m.

	Orlagh Downs.
	185m
	From its junction with Orlagh Grove, northward for 132m to a point opposite house no. 44, and from that point northeastward for 26m to the end of its turning bay at house no. 36.

Also including that part from a point opposite house no. 44, southwestward for 27m to the end of its turning bay at house no. 50.  

	Orlagh Lodge.
	153m
	From its junction with Orlagh Grove, northward for 100m to a point opposite house no. 30 and from that point northeastward for 26m to the end of its turning bay at house no. 22.

Also including that part from a point opposite house no. 30, southwestward for 27m to the end of its turning bay at house no.36.

	Orlagh Close.
	131m
	From its junction with Orlagh Grove, northward for 78m to a point opposite house no. 18 and from that point northeastward for 26m to the end of its turning bay at house no. 12.

Also including that part from a point opposite house no. 18, southwestward for 27m to the end of its turning bay at house no. 24. 



	Pedestrian Way ‘A’.
	41m
	From its junction with footpath on Orlagh Grove at house no. 29, eastward for 41m to its junction with footpath on Orlagh Close at house no.11.

	Pedestrian Way ‘B’.
	12m
	From its junction with footpath on Orlagh Close at house no. 10, eastward for 12m to its junction with footpath on Orlagh Lodge at house no.11.

	Pedestrian Way ‘C’.
	15m
	From its junction with footpath on Orlagh Lodge at house no. 20, eastward for 15m to its junction with footpath on Orlagh Downs at house no.27.

	Pedestrian Way ‘D’.
	35m
	From its junction with footpath on Orlagh Downs at house no. 36, eastward for 35m to its junction with footpath on Orlagh Wood at house no.37”
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It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor  S. Laing      and RESOLVED:
“That the roads referred to in the attached schedules be and are hereby declared to be public roads.”

(C/0141/07) PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING (10 UNITS)
Ms. P. Poole, Director of Housing presented the report.  
“Under Section 94 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) South Dublin County Council prepared a Housing Strategy.  One of the key purposes of the strategy is to identify the overall need for affordable housing in the area of the County Development Plan and to ensure that South Dublin County Council provides for the development of affordable housing.  To date, the Council has been successful in acquiring affordable housing units for eligible applicants through:-

(a) Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended)

(b) The development of public private partnerships/joint ventures.

(c) The Integrated Area Plans in tax designated areas.

The Property Path has sold 612 affordable homes since the commencement of all programmes, under Part V, joint venture and affordable initiatives. 215 affordable homes are currently being sold under the AHI programme (Harcourt Tce. 2). To date 231 applications have been made to date in respect of the 113 purchases being made by the Affordable Homes partnership.

In order to comply with the requirements of Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) and Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 it is recommended that the Council dispose of 10 properties in Thornfield Square, Clondalkin to the eligible applicants (as per the attached schedule) in accordance with the affordable housing scheme as adopted by the Council in April 2003.

It is also proposed to amend resolution minute no c/0059/07 dated 12/02/2007 regarding the applicant set out in the second schedule hereto. 

The consent of the Council is sought for the disposal of these properties to eligible applicants. 

Joe Horan

County Manager”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. Gilligan, E. Tuffy and T. Ridge.

Ms. P. Poole responded to the Members queries.

The report was NOTED.

(C/0142/07) SALE OF  FEE SIMPLE INTEREST - TENANT PURCHASE HOUSES (i) 102 SARSFIELD PARK, (ii) 17 CASTLE LAWNS, (iii) 83 HOMELAWN ROAD, (iv) 2 ST. DOMINIC'S ROAD, (v) 91 CASTLE LAWNS AND (vi) 18 JAMES CONNOLLY PARK
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interests in the sites listed hereunder. The following have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the properties

ADDRESS


LESSEE(S)


PURCHASE PRICE

102 Sarsfield Prk

Brigid & John O’ Sullivan
€14.30

17 Castle Lawns


Paul Halpin


€96.06

83 Homelawn Rd

Patricia & Gerard Walsh

€469.52

2 St. Dominicks Road

Elizabeth & Edward McCabe
€14.22

91 Castle Lawns


Joseph & Barbara Bergin
€96.06

18 James Connolly Park

Joseph & Carmel Gallagher
€96.03

J. Horan

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.
(C/0143/07) PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST AT 2 OAKWOOD GROVE, CLONDALKIN D 22 

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Mr. Anthony Walsh to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Mr. Walsh has applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No.
	   Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	2 Oakwood Grove, 

Clondalkin, 

Dublin 22.  
	  Mr. Anthony Walsh. 
	15/9/1975
	Daniel & Joanna Moynihan 
	€480.00


Joe Horan_________ 

County Manager.”

The report was NOTED.
(C/0144/07) LD 386E   -   PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AREA OF LAND AT REAR OF 79 HILLCREST DRIVE, LUCAN TO ANN AND JOHN FITZGERALD 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“As part of the Dublin County Council Compulsory Purchase (Lucan By-Pass) Order, 1983 the Council acquired an area of land comprising 1.193 acres from Mrs. C.M. Hall.

Upon completion of the Lucan By-Pass and associated road works, it became apparent that an area of land would be left land-locked and surplus to the Council’s requirements.  The optimum solution was to offer the lands to the adjoining owners for incorporation into their properties.  This would relieve the Council of the requirement to maintain these surplus lands which were of no beneficial use.  A report proposing the disposal of these lands was noted by the Dublin-Belgard District Committee at its meeting held on 1st March, 1988.  Terms were offered and accepted by the residents in 1992.  The residents have now been in possession of the land for a number of years and it is now proposed to regularise the situation and to complete the legal formalities.

Accordingly it is recommended that the Council dispose of the land comprising 495 sq.m. or thereabouts outlined on indicative map LD 386/E to John and Ann Fitzgerald of 79 Hillcrest Drive, Lucan, Co. Dublin in accordance with the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 and with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, that the Council dispose of an area of land measuring 495 sq.m. or thereabouts on the following terms and conditions:-

1.
That the Council will dispose of the land comprising 495 sq..m. or thereabouts as 
shown outlined on indicative map LD 386/E to John and Ann Fitzgerald.

2.
That the Purchasers enter into a covenant restricting the use of the land for 
gardening purposes only and that no building will be erected thereon.

3.
That the total disposal price is £990.00 (€1,257.04).

4.
That each party shall be responsible for their own legal costs in this matter.

5.
That no agreement enforceable at law be created or intended to be created until 
exchange of contracts has taken place.

The land being disposed of forms part of lands acquired from Mrs. C.M. Hall in 1988 for roads purposes.

J. Horan

County Manager”

The report was NOTED.
(C/0145/07) PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PORTION OF LANEWAY BETWEEN WILLINGTON DRIVE AND WILLINGTON GREEN,  TEMPLEOGUE, DUBLIN 6W TO MR. NORMAN GREENE, 15 WILLINGTON GREEN. 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“An application was received from Mr. Norman Greene of 15 Willington Green, Templeogue, Dublin 6W to purchase a portion of a laneway adjoining his property from the Council. The laneway  was made redundant following the construction of a small infill housing scheme at Willington Avenue/Green by the Council some years ago. The public right of way over the laneway was extinguished in 1997. 

Accordingly, I recommend that the Council dispose of an area measuring 108  square metres or thereabouts adjacent to 15 Willington Green, as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/08/06 REV.A to the respective householder, Norman Greene in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer:-

1. The applicant to pay a capital premium of €6,500 (six thousand, five hundred euro).  Such sum to be paid within two months of the date of receipt of the Councils approval to this disposal. 

2. That the applicant shall be granted a lease in the above land for a term of 99 years at a nominal rent of €1 (one euro) per annum (if demanded) with rent reviews every 5 years linked to changes in the Consumer Price Index.

3. That the Council shall retain a wayleave over the plot to be leased for the purpose of maintaining services that exist in the above land.

4. That in the event of the Council exercising its wayleave rights the Council will not be liable for the payment of compensation, damages, etc., save in the case of negligence on the part of the Council or it’s agents in carrying out the work. However the Council will make good any excavation carried out in exercise of its wayleave rights and will reinstate the surface of the excavated area to grassed area or concrete hard standing area but the Council will not be responsible for reinstatement of any modifications undertaken by the Lessee e.g. paving, tarmacadam, decking, planting etc. or any structures erected within the wayleave area. 

5. That the applicant shall only use the above land for garden purposes and no structures shall be permitted thereon.  

6. That each party shall be responsible for its own Legal and Professional Fees in this matter.

The lands to be disposed of form part of lands acquired from Gallagher Group Properties Ltd in July 1979  for open space and from Noel Murray in May 1998 for housing purposes. 

J. Horan 
County Manager”

The report was NOTED.
(C/0146/07) PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF SITE  AT THE REAR OF ST. DOMINICKS SHOPPING CENTRE, ST. DOMINICKS ROAD, TALLAGHT TO SANDYMARK INVESTMENTS PLC (FORMERLY RATHCOOLE PRODUCTS LIMITED) - VARIATION OF TERMS. 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The Council at its meeting in April 1997 approved the disposal, by way of lease, of a site comprising 0.326 hectares approx. at the rear of St. Dominicks Shopping Centre, St Dominicks Road, Tallaght to Rathcoole Products Ltd for the construction of Enterprise Units / Light Industrial Units. Minute No. C/152/97 refers. 

Subsequently at its meeting in March 2006 the Council  approved the  disposal  of the Fee Simple Interest in this site to Sandymark Investments Plc.  who are the successors in title to Rathcoole Products Ltd and an Associated Company for the sum of €571,382 in accordance with one of the terms of the original lease.  Minute No. C/0208/06 refers.

During preparation of maps for disposal of freehold title, it was noted that there was an additional area of the entrance road to the Enterprise Centre which is in the ownership of the Council, but which had not been included in the original lease map.  

Accordingly I now recommend, in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 that the Council dispose of an area comprising of 65 square metres or thereabouts  as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/22/07 to Sandymark Investments Plc for the sum of €100 (one hundred euro) in conjunction with the disposal to the Company of the freehold title to the adjoining leased premises and subject to the following condition:

That the Council shall retain a wayleave  and right of way over the area shown hatched   on Drawing No. LA/22/07 for the purpose of the maintenance and repair of services laid thereunder.

The lands to be disposed of form part of lands acquired from Dublin City Council in 1983 for community purposes.

J. Horan 

County Manager”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor M. Corr.
Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Economic Development responded to the Member’s query.


The report was NOTED.
(C/0147/07) PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF SITE AT FORTUNESTOWN WAY, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 TO JOHN O'CONNOR. 
It was AGREED to defer this item to the May meeting of the Council.
(C/0148/07) PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF LANDS AT GRANGE CASTLE BUSINESS PARK TO GILEAD SCIENCES LIMITED. 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“Grange Castle Business Park has been promoted and marketed by the Council, in association with IDA Ireland, over the last number of years and in that time the Council has actively sought to attract major inward investment into the Park.  Gilead Sciences Limited, which is recognised as one of the leading pharmaceutical companies in the world, with operations in North America, Europe and Australia has chosen Grange Castle Business Park as its preferred location to develop a purpose built facility to support European manufacturing and development operations.  The proposed new facility, on a site of approximately 20 acres will comprise administration, laboratories, a technology transfer suite, a fill and finish manufacturing facility, a logistical and warehousing support structure and provision for a future tableting facility and financial shared services centre. 

I recommend that the Council dispose of by way of a 999 year lease a site of approximately 20 acres as shown hatched purple on indicative drawing no. 02/028A/930-A at Grange Castle Business Park, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 to Gilead Sciences Limited, Unit 13 Stillorgan Industrial Park, Blackrock, Co. Dublin for the purposes of developing a pharmaceutical facility in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001, subject to the following terms and conditions:- 

1.
That the land (the site) is as shown hatched in purple on the attached indicative map (02/028A/930-A) having an area of 20 acres or thereabouts.  A formal disposal map shall be prepared by the Council for inclusion with the legal documents.  The map will show a 5-metre wayleave area, and a 10 metre wayleave along the Southern boundary with the Nangor Road, that will be required within the perimeter of the lands being disposed of to facilitate the future servicing by the Council of this site and the Business Park as a whole.

2.
That the consideration due to the Council shall be in the sum of €12,000,000 (twelve million euro), payable as follows:

(a)
10% on signing and exchange of the legal documentation.  Such amount to be refunded (without the payment of interest thereon) in the event that the development proposed for the site does not receive full planning permission, and/ or in the event of any of the terms and conditions of the disposal not having been satisfied.

(b) 40% within 15 days of final grant of planning permission for the proposed development.

(c)
40% within 15 days of date of entry onto the site.

(d)
10% upon the transfer of leasehold title which shall occur as set out at 11 below.

Interest at the rate of 12% per annum shall apply to outstanding sums in the event of failure to comply with any of the above dates.

3.
Up to 31st December 2010, should a use or potential client emerge for the adjoining lands the Council will give to Gilead Sciences Limited, in respect of a five acre site immediately North of the site, “first refusal”, prior to disposal to any other party or use at the then prevailing disposal rate per acre, as then determined by South Dublin County Council.

Similar provisions, particularly those relating to planning & construction timetables, as set out herein shall apply should the “first refusal” offer be made by South Dublin County Council and Gilead Sciences Limited purchase a five acre site. For the purposes of clarity the additional site will only be made available to Gilead subject to it being used for a then planned expansion of the applicant’s facilities on the site.

4.
That the applicants must apply for full planning permission (and if required, following such application provide an Environmental Impact Statement) for the entire development on the main site not later than 30th June 2007.  It is a principal condition of this agreement that the building contract must include a headquarters office building.  The applicants must forward a copy of the building programme to the Council within six months of the date of final grant of planning permission or as otherwise agreed in writing with South Dublin County Council.
5.
That if the construction works have not commenced within six months of the date of final grant of planning permission for the development or 1st May 2008, or as otherwise agreed in writing with South Dublin County Council,  or if construction works are not substantially completed within twenty four months from the date of commencement of such works, or if planning permission for the development is either refused or granted subject to onerous conditions by An Bord Pleanála, then either party may by written notification rescind the agreement.  In such event any monies paid under 2 and 3 above shall be repaid without the payment of interest.  

6.
That the Council shall be prepared to grant to the applicants a Building Licence and/or enter into an Agreement to Lease to ensure the satisfactory completion of the approved development on the site.  

7. 
The applicant will be responsible for all planning levies and contributions payable in accordance with the Councils Development Contribution Scheme made under the Planning and Development Act 2000 effective at the date of grant of planning permission and agrees not to exercise any right to appeal against the financial contributions. The contributions under the Scheme are payable prior to the commencement of development or as otherwise agreed by the Council.  The applicants must satisfy themselves as to the capacity of existing services to service the proposed development. 

A single special Arts contribution fixed at 50 cent per square foot of gross building areas shall also apply.  This sum is payable once only within one month of the date of commencement of works on site by the applicant.  

8.
That all site investigations (including archaeological investigations), groundworks, overhead cable diversions, demolitions/site clearance/septic site removal (such works are subject to regulations and to obtaining the relevant statutory licences), services connections, development and associated costs incurred in the delivery of the entire completed development shall be borne by the applicants.

9. That the applicants shall undertake not to use the site for any other purposes other than that of carrying out the proposed development, viz. a headquarters office building, bio-pharma type activities and related production and storage facilities which contain its substantial operations and subject to the terms of the “Master Lease”, (see 11 below).  All buildings shall be occupied by the applicants.

The headquarters office building must be a ‘signature’ building in architectural terms and all buildings should be of very high architectural merit designed by a firm of leading architects.

10.
That the applicant shall build nothing (except with the prior written approval of the Council) on the site except the buildings shown on the approved drawings and for which Planning Permission has been granted, as outlined in condition 5.  Full ‘as constructed’ drawings shall be appended to the Master Lease.

11.
That as soon as building works have reached eaves level in accordance with relevant planning permission(s) in the development on the site and if the works have been carried out to the satisfaction of the County Architect, the Council will grant the applicants a lease of that site.  The lease shall be for a term of 999 years (commencing from a date to be agreed upon) subject to a rent of €500 per annum (exclusive of rates, taxes, charges, etc.) with five yearly rent reviews linked to changes in the Consumer Price Index.  The Councils Solicitors shall draft the lease.  The lease granted shall be known as the Master Lease. The Master Lease shall provide that the lessee shall become a member of the management company for the Business Park and shall pay the service charge in accordance with the provisions of the Master Lease and appendices thereto.

12.
That an Agreement to Lease is not to operate as a lease and it shall not be transferable save in the case of a financial institution which has entered into a mortgage with the applicants which mortgage must be approved by the Council in writing and must have been entered into specifically for the purposes of financing the applicants to undertake the development of the site.

13.
That South Dublin County Council reserves the right, exercised reasonably, to re-enter on the site and resume possession thereof should the applicants fail to commence and complete the buildings within the period specified at 5 above or in the event of the dissolution, bankruptcy or insolvency of the applicants save in the case of a Financial Institution which has entered into a mortgage with the applicants for the purposes of financing the development of the site. For the avoidance of doubt this clause will cease to have effect once the lease has been executed and exchanged by the parties.

14.
That during the building period and pending the grant of leases, the applicants will insure the buildings against fire and all other insurable risks with a reputable insurance company and pay all necessary premiums. All insurances will be subject to the approval of the Councils Insurers, such approval not to be unreasonably withheld.

The insurance shall be in the joint names of the applicants and the Council and will be for such an amount as will provide cover for the full Reinstatement Value of so much of the building as is erected at any time together with a sum for Professional Fees and removal of debris charges.

The applicants shall also indemnify South Dublin County Council against any claim for compensation which might / may be made by any party arising out of building works being carried out on the site, or any working areas or on any access points thereto.

15. That the Council is and shall be carrying out extensive construction projects in the Business Park. Both parties shall use their best endeavours to ensure that any interaction between respective contractors employed to carry out building or road works, is carried out in an open and transparent manner with engineers and liaison officers such as to ensure that no additional contract costs accrue to either party.

16.
That no uncovered outdoor storage shall be permitted on the subject lands.  All processing, packing, waste disposal or recycling and such like operations shall be carried out within approved structures.

17.
That all car and commercial vehicle parking areas and loading areas must be suitably landscaped and screened from public view.  In this regard the Council will be entitled to call on the applicants to carry out such environmental works as the Council may deem necessary at any time at the applicants’ costs.  Such works may be in addition to similar works required under a planning permission for development of the subject lands.  The applicants shall be required to submit a landscape and security plan to the Council’s Development Department for approval prior to the grant of the Master Lease.

18.
That each party shall be responsible for their own professional fees in this case.

19.
That the applicants shall pay any V.A.T., stamp duty or taxes arising at any stage in this transaction, including on the creation of a Building Licence, an Agreement to Lease, a Master Lease or the exercising of the “First Refusal”..

20.
That the Councils Solicitors shall draft the agreements, contracts and leases and may include further terms and conditions as deemed appropriate including an appropriate usage and arbitration clauses in order to protect the Councils interest in this case.  In the case of disputes concerning valuation issues in the agreement the arbitration clause shall refer to the appointment of a Chartered Valuation Surveyor to act as arbitrator.  This person to be appointed by agreement by the parties or in default of agreement to be appointed by the President of the Society of Chartered Surveyors in the Republic of Ireland.  The costs of any arbitration to be borne equally by the parties.

21.
That the applicants shall satisfy South Dublin County Council that sufficient funds are available for both the payment of the Capital Premium and the undertaking and completing of the proposed agreed development.  This information is required prior to 30th June 2007.

22.
That the above proposal is subject to the necessary approvals and consents being obtained

23.
No agreement enforceable at law is created or is intended to be created until an exchange of contracts has taken place.

The lands being disposed of form part of lands acquired in 1980 from Mr. Bernard Murphy for Industrial, Housing and Open Spaces purposes. 

J. Horan, 

County Manager.” 

The report was NOTED.
(C/0149/07) 
PART 8 REPORT – ST MARK’S YOUTH & FAMILY COMMUNITY CENTRE

The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“REPORT OF THE PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS UNDER PART 8 OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 FOR THE PROPOSED REFURBISHMENT AND NEW WORKS AT ST MARKS YOUTH AND FAMILY COMMUNITY CENTRE, FETTERCAIRN, TALLAGHT.

At a meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee (1) held on 15th January 2007 it was agreed to proceed with a public consultation process for the proposed refurbishment and new works at St Marks Youth and Family Community Centre, Fettercairn, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 prescribes the requirements in respect of certain classes of proposed Local Authority Developments. The Regulations apply to the proposed works involved in the refurbishment of St Marks Youth and Family Community Centre, Fettercairn.

St. Mark’s Youth Club was formed by a number of concerned parents who were socially aware of the challenges facing young people in a new built environment with no facilities.  Initially the club operated from peoples houses and used the local streetscape and the nearby hills as free amenities.  Young persons most at risk were targeted and encouraged to engage.  An informal network of leaders developed, who gave their time and energies through the club to the local community. 

A site at Fettercairn House, which was at that time a Park’s depot, became available in the early 80’s and together with a grant of 30,000 from Dublin County Council an ambitious programme was embarked upon.  The site consisted of a semi derelict original farmhouse with some sheds and an old corrugated roof barn.  Work immediately commenced on securing the site and a new slate roof and basic repairs were carried out in the house.  A playschool was established in the one good room and an open fire was the primary source of heating.  The barn was repaired and an extension wing was built.  Much of the work was carried out by volunteers.  The uniqueness of the site was quickly identified and research was carried out to identify ways of maximising the value of the site.  At this time the first urban farm in the County was established. 

The facility places a crucial value on the urban farm and all that is associated with it. A major refurbishment of the old farm house was carried out in 2001 with funding from SDCC, YPFSF and credit union loans.  This work saved the house for generations to come and now accommodates 55 preschool positions. In the evening it provides passive space for youth activities.  

It was also recognised that a group of young people with serious behavioural issues were beyond the sphere of positive influence which the voluntary leaders could deliver.  At about the same time a request for accommodation for a pilot youth diversion project was received and the club recognised that this at risk group required professional help.  The Deonach Probation Project became a tenant and has gone on to deliver a valuable service to the local community over the last 10 years.  They have now relocated to a purpose built facility in the village.  A request for assistance was also received from the Rudolf Steiner Preschool.  The club assisted them by providing space for a number of years which allowed them to get established and they now have permanent premises at Ard Mor.  

Over the years however the “Barn” has fallen into disrepair and is now no longer suitable to accommodate many activities.  It requires major refurbishment with a substantial financial outlay.

The Childhood Development Initiative (CDI) has now been identified as a compatible organisation which requires quality accommodation for the management of the project in the Tallaght West area.  The opportunity now exists to provide for their needs and at the same time provide an enhanced facility for St. Mark’s.  The centre has a history of assisting players whose focus is on youth.  The CDI would be a welcome  resource to our community. 

The Childhood Development Initiative which has full support of this Council has indicated its willingness to occupy an amount of office space within the refurbished facility as its base in the delivery of its service.

The CDI began as a planning initiative in 2003 to support better outcomes for children in Tallaght West.  A consortium of 23 members representing community leaders, residents and professionals working in Tallaght West developed the outcomes-focused 10-year strategy A Place for Children. Tallaght West, which was launched by the Taoiseach in late 2005.  Based on this long-term strategy, a detailed implementation Plan has been agreed for 2007-2011, and at a recent launch of the Plan , The Taoiseach with the Minister for Children and  Atlantic Philanthropies announced an investment of up to €15million for the first five years. 

OUTCOMES-FOCUSED

For the children of Tallaght West

Better health, Improved learning and achieving, 

Increased safety and sense of belonging.

For all of Tallaght West

Better integration, Joined-up county systems,

Tallaght West acknowledged as a safe and healthy place for children and families.

The CDI is now a limited company with Dr Katherine Zappone as Chair of the Board of Directors. The Board will be strongly linked to the South Dublin County Development Board through a new childhood strategy management committee.  A community representative forum will also support the CDI Board, as well as an executive staff led by the CEO who is now being recruited

The proposed works at St Marks Youth and Family centre, its environs and location will greatly compliment the work undertaken by CDI.

The new building will have the capacity to accommodate an enhanced programme for Young People.  Anecdotal evidence suggests that there is a market for a teen breakfast club in the mornings.  There are over 500 students in St. Mark’s school adjacent to the facility. A suitable passive area to provide for tuition / grinds in a friendly safe zone, outside the school is also under consideration.  The new hall will provide for an indoor play area for the preschool children in the mornings. 

Capacity will also exist to facilitate local adult/ senior groups during school hours. Immediately after school there are several clubs which currently operate on site.  With the support of a new office within the building they will be able to enhance their programmes. The new configuration will allow for dual usage and provide accommodation for new groups.  It is expected that the centre will also host a dedicated dance space.  
CONSULTATION PROCESS:

The proposed works which will involve the addition of two reception areas and a new additional entrance, creation of office space, meeting and activity rooms, kitchen space, works to roof to provide natural light to the facility, refurbishment of the hall, car parking layout and ancillary landscaping works,

were advertised in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, in the Irish Independent on Friday, 19th January, 2007 and the Tallaght Echo Thursday 25th January 2007. 

The scheme went on public display from Friday 23rd February, 2007 to Friday 23rd March, 2007 at: 

· The offices of South Dublin County Council, County Hall, Tallaght, 

The closing date for receipt of submissions was Friday 6th April, 2007.

There were no submissions made during this period.

As the proposed works are consistent with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area and the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004 – 2010, it is recommended to proceed with the proposed works as advertised.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Corr and E. Maloney.
The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the proposed development be carried out as recommended in the Manager’s Report.

(C/0150/07) 
GREEN ROUTES IN SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY 

Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Economic Development presented the report.
“The attached report on Green Routes in South Dublin County has been noted by the 3 Area Committees at their meetings held on; Tallaght-Rathfarnham Area Committee (1) 6th February 2007, Lucan-Clondalkin Area Committee (1) 20th February 2007 and Tallaght Area Committee (2) 26th February 2007. The report is recommended for adoption by the Members and if adopted an implementation plan will be prepared for its delivery. 

 It is expected that works will commence on 3 initial projects in 2007 and will continue on an annual basis in the coming years subject to the availability of resources.

It may be necessary to make minor variations to the scheme during detailed planning and design stage.  However any significant changes will be brought to the attention of the Members by way of variation to the scheme.

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. McDermott, M. Corr, M. Murphy, B. Gogarty, T. Ridge, S. Laing, R. Dowds and E. Maloney.
Mr. J. Walsh and Mr. J. Horan responded to the Members queries.
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor T. McDermott and AGREED:
“That the report ‘Green Routes in South Dublin County – A Proposal for Connected Walking and Cycling Routes through the Parks, Open Spaces and Roads of South Dublin County’, be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

(C/0151/07) 
BUILDING REGULATIONS AND SUSTAINABLE AND ENERGY EFFICIENCY STANDARDS IN NEW BUILDINGS IN SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY 

Mr. T. Doherty, Director of Planning presented the report.

“A Motion in the name of Councillor C. Keane was considered and noted at the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Meeting of 3rd March 2007.  The Motion stated as follows: 

“That this Committee agrees to draw up an updated policy on building regulations and the criteria required by South Dublin County Council in all future new build to meet the highest sustainable/environmentally friendly/energy efficient standards, as developed by Dun Laoghaire/Rathdown recently."

The Report in response to the Motion stated that:

“The Council is committed to developing South Dublin County in a sustainable and energy efficient manner.  To progress this, the Council is currently investigating these issues and also of the most appropriate way to proceed in the light of experience elsewhere.  

With regard to the Building Regulations; these are a set of national standards for proper building construction.  All new building works within the State are required to be in compliance with them in relation to, for example, disabled access, fire safety, insulation etc.  The developer’s architect/engineer as distinct from the Council is obligated to certify compliance of any building with the Building Regulations.  The Regulations are subject to periodic review and update by the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government (DEHLG).  Individual local authorities have neither the resources nor the legal mandate to make such regulations or to engage in such reviews or to set standards which may be significantly at variance with national guidance and regulation and to the standards pertaining in other local authority areas.  In addition to do so would be unworkable and there would be no basis for enforcement.  It would also mislead members of the public and give them a false sense of security, in that purchasers may perceive they are getting an improved or updated standard/regulation relating to this county when such standard/regulation would in fact be unenforceable and may have unintended consequences.  

The Council is approaching the complex issues of sustainability and energy efficiency in a practical and coherent way so that it can have real meaning for those who live, work and visit the county.  One example of this is the Planning Department’s forthcoming advice document ‘Home Extension Guide’ that will be circulated shortly.  This will include simple, practical environmentally sustainable measures for individual householders as one of the key principles to consider in extending a home.

In addition the Planning Department has secured funding from the DEHLG to consider how environmentally sustainable standards might be implemented in the framing of plans for a new development area (Balgaddy SDZ).  The Council is also examining best practice in relation to environmental sustainability including practice in some of the European countries which are leaders in this field.”

A report on “Sustainability and the Built Environment” in a recent edition of Sustainable Energy Ireland’s Energy Update notes that “sustainable building design should aim to provide a balanced solution, offering optimum working/living conditions, alongside reduced environmental impact, both now and in the future.  Taking the complete building lifecycle into consideration, there are many factors involved, from the location of the building, its design, subsequent operation and maintenance, to the construction materials and practices used, and how any future changes of use are addressed”. 

Sustainable Energy Ireland’s Energy Update (copy of report attached) summarises the activities at national level which are leading towards more sustainable building design.  These include - 

· the transposing of the European Performance of Buildings Directive (EPBD) into national legislation by way of new energy performance standards specified in Part L of the Building Regulations (published in December 2005) and the Building Control (Amendment) Bill 2005 which is going through the Oireachtas.  The EBDF is seen as playing a vital role in achieving emission reduction objectives as well as introducing a building performance rating system.

· An EPBD Action Plan

· Building Energy Rating (BER)

· Home Heating Appliance Register of Performance

· BER Training.

As noted in the Report to the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee individual local authorities have neither the resources nor the legal mandate to make new building regulations or to engage in such reviews or to set standards which may be significantly at variance with national guidance and regulation and to the standards pertaining in other local authority areas.  However local authorities, such as South Dublin County, can embrace and work energetically and innovatively within the national guidelines and standards and with stakeholders in the area of sustainable development and building design to achieve a more sustainable and energy efficient county.

The Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government indicated to the National Housing Conference last week that Part L of the Building Regulations in relation to energy efficiency will be further revised.  It is understood that it is proposed to revise the standards in the Regulations later on this year upwards by some 40%.   

It may be appropriate to refer the issue to the Planning and Economic Development SPC in the meantime.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. McDermott, G. O’Connell and M. Daly.

Mr. T. Doherty responded to the Members queries.

The report was NOTED.

(C/0152/07) 
THREE YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2007-2009 (AS PRESENTED TO THE AREA COMMITTEES) (FOR NOTING)
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Section 135 of the Local Government Act 2001 requires the manager to prepare and submit to the elected council a report indicating the programme of capital projects for the forthcoming and the following two local financial years having regard to the availability of resources

The attached report sets out by Programme Group the proposed capital projects and their estimated cost together with a brief commentary on each Programme Group.

Progress on and delivery of these projects is entirely dependent on the availability of adequate funding from Exchequer/EU funding together with Development Levies and council’s own resources.

This report relates to Capital projects such as housing construction, provision of roads and sanitary services, etc.  The day-to-day operation and maintenance of Council services and facilities is funded from the Annual Revenue Budget.

The Three Year Capital Programme can be viewed at the following link: 

Three Year Capital Programme 2007 - 2009” 
The report was NOTED.

(C/0153/07) RESIGNATION OF MARY PYNE, A/DIRECTOR OF SERVICES
The Mayor, Councillor E. Maloney informed the Members that Mary Pyne, A/Director of Services would be leaving South Dublin County Council shortly to take up a new post as Executive Manager with Dublin City Council.

Councillors E. Walsh, J. Hannon, T. Ridge, T. McDermott, G. O’Connell, D. Keating and M. Murphy extended good wishes to Ms. Pyne on behalf of their respective parties.  Mr. Joe Horan, County Manager extended congratulations and good wishes on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff.
Ms. Pyne thanked the Members, Manager and Staff.
(C/0154/07)
QUARRY AT DE SELBY, SAGGART – ROADSTONE, DUBLIN LTD, REG. REF. SDQU05A/3

The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“An Emergency Motion was taken at the meeting of the County Council on 12th March 2007.    

The Motion stated as follows:

“That this Council immediately cancel the registration of the quarry at De Selby, Saggart, Co. Dublin by Roadstone Limited on the 22nd April 2005, on the basis that information provided by the applicant  may be false, and may mislead South Dublin County Council.”

A Report from the Manager was read at the meeting (See Minute no. C/0118/07).

Following contributions, Mr. T. Doherty, Director of Planning responded to the Member’s queries and it was Agreed that, subject to appropriate legal advice, an entry would be made in the Planning Register relating to the Roadstone quarry registration to the effect that there was a dispute on the title rights to this land and that a further report on the matter would be brought to the April meeting of the Council.

The matter was referred to the Law Agent.  In reply the Law Agent states that “there seems to be a misapprehension about the effect of the registration of this quarry under the Planning and Development Act 2000.   Registration is a duty which falls upon the quarry operator and it does not convey upon him the right to do anything which is not otherwise authorised.   The duty to state true and accurate details rests upon the applicant and any shortcomings are not the fault of the Planning Authority.

Roadstone Dublin Ltd claim to have a right to quarry on portion of the lands owned by Mr. and Mrs Joyce.  This is a title dispute between Mr. and Mrs. Joyce on the one hand and Roadstone Dublin Ltd. on the other hand.  SDCC has no function in this as arbitrator or referee”.

The Director of Planning and other officials met Mr. and Mrs. Joyce and another local resident, on Thursday 29th March, to discuss their concerns.  Issues other than ownership were raised at the meeting and it was agreed that these would be examined and legal advice obtained as necessary.  A further report on these matters will be brought to the Tallaght Area Committee.  

The items of correspondence received from and on behalf of the Joyce family regarding the registration of the quarry have been placed on the Planning Register.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Maloney and J. Daly.

Mr. T. Doherty, Director of Planning responded to the Members queries.
The report was NOTED.

CORRESPONDENCE 

(C/0155/07) 
Letter from Naas Town Council dated 20th March 2007 regarding Motion passed  at their February Meeting regarding  World Peace Day. 


The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0156/07) 
Letter from Fermoy Town Council dated 21st March, regarding the Governments Policy of purchasing carbon credits. 

The above letter was NOTED.
(C/0157/07) 
ALTERNATIVE SYSTEMS TO THE “BIN-TAGGING”
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:
“That this Council undertake an examination of alternative systems to the "Bin-Tagging" presently operated by this Council for bin collection.  This is in response to the increasing level of "Tag" removal/theft throughout the county.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:

“Local Authorities are required by E.U. and national policy to operate a “Pay by Weight” or “Pay by Volume” system of charging for refuse collection.  The bin tagging system employed by the Council fulfils this requirement. The system has generally worked well since its introduction in February 2004 and has resulted in an increase in the amount of waste being recycled and a significant reduction in the amount of waste disposed in landfill.

On occasions the Council is contacted by customers with reports of bin tags being stolen.  In recent months reports have been received from a number of locations in the County viz. parts of Tallaght, Clondalkin, Lucan and Walkinstown. These incidences have been reported to the Gardai and the Council is in ongoing liaison with the Gardai in this regard. The majority of tags stolen were removed from bins which were left out overnight. The Council regularly reminds householders not to place the tag on their bin overnight and to ensure that their name and address is filled in on the tag so as to discourage theft of the tag by those engaged in this form of anti social behaviour.

In conjunction with the other Local Authorities in the Dublin Region, the Council regularly examines new systems and practices with a view to making the waste management service as efficient as possible whilst at the same time endeavouring to ensure that its customers receive good value for money for the service provided. 

A full evaluation of alternatives to the tagging system is currently underway but requires detailed consideration and will take some time. In this regard the Council is currently examining an electronic system of payment for its waste collection service. A report will be presented to the Council on the matter in due course.

The Waste Management Service provided by South Dublin County Council will be further enhanced following the formal announcement on 29th March last of the development of the Regional Material Recovery Facility (MRF) at Ballymount. This facility will provide for the segregation and processing of the dry recyclable waste collected in the ‘Green Bin’ and will facilitate the inclusion of plastic bottles in the waste streams.

The Dublin Local Authorities are commencing the phased introduction of the inclusion of plastic bottles in the waste streams accepted.  In South Dublin County Council administrative area, the programme for expansion to include plastic bottles will commence later in 2007 and will be completed in 2008.The programme of routes and areas will be notified to the Council and to customers in due course. 

The service will further expand in South Dublin County Council administrative area in 2008, with the introduction of brown bin collection system for bio-degradable waste.

The expansion of the service will impact on the cost to South Dublin County Council of providing for a high quality environmentally sound Waste Management system.  The consideration of an alternative charging system (other than bin tagging) will also have regard to these matters.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Maloney, M. Corr, E. Walsh, S. O’Connor, J. Hannon, G. O’Connell, T. McDermott, T. Ridge, J. Daly, M. Murphy and S. Laing.

Ms. Mary Pyne, Director of Environment responded to the Members queries.

The report was NOTED.

(C/0158/07)
DISPOSAL OF ÈND OF LIFE’ VEHICLES
The following motion in the name of Councillor R. Dowds was NOT MOVED:
“That this council approves the following change to the disposal of 'end of life' vehicles:-

a)  That the €50 charge be scrapped.

b)  That a sum of perhaps €200 be paid to people who bring a car to an 'end of life’ unit.”
(C/0159/07) 
INTEGRITY OF THE COUNCIL’S PLANNING FILES

It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott seconded by Councillor M. Corr:
“That that the Members discuss the process to secure the integrity of the Council's planning files and call on the Manager to improve it in light of recent failures by the Council to fulfill its obligations in this regard”
The following report by the Manager was READ:

 “Prior to the introduction of the Planning & Development Act, 2000, on 11th March, 2002, Planning Authorities were obliged to keep planning files for a period of 5 years from the date of the final decision.

Since 11th March, 2002, Planning Authorities are obliged to retain at least one original copy of a planning file in perpetuity, as stated in Section 38 (5) of the Planning & Development Act, 2000.  

Since 8th August 2003 all planning application files received by this authority have been electronically scanned on receipt, and made available on the Internet.  

Files received since 1st January 2000 have recently been scanned by an outside agency and work has commenced on uploading scanned files to the Council’s website on a phased basis over the coming months.

This means that secure electronic copies of all files received since 1st January 2000 will be available and readily accessible indefinitely.

It is intended to continue this programme of backscanning older planning files until all files which are currently available in hardcopy only will be electronically stored and easily retrievable.”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor T. McDermott.


The report was NOTED.
(C/0160/07)
COMMUNITY FORUM AND COMMUNITY PLATFORM
It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney:

“That this Council values the role and contribution of the Community Forum and Community Platform and will positively support them by holding at least one conference per annum dealing with issues of concern to the community and voluntary sector to which the executive from both organisations, as well as the elected members of the Council be invited and by  providing each organisation with a full time support worker and by including both organisations on the relevant invitation list for council events”.
The following report by the Manager was READ:

“The Community and Voluntary Sector in South Dublin County are divided for representational purposes into two complimentary groups. 

South Dublin Community Platform was established in January 1998 by a number of groups in the Community and Voluntary sector in South Dublin, to respond to changes in structures within the local authorities envisaged in “Better Local Government – A Programme for Change” published in 1996. The primary focus of the Community Platform is issues of social inclusion and the elimination of poverty. 

The South Dublin Community Forum was commenced in March 2000 following a consultation process organised by the Director of Community and Enterprise across the County of South Dublin, which have as their primary focus matters other than dealing directly with social inclusion and the elimination of Poverty. 

Both organisations have representation on the County Development Board and both organisations elect representatives to the various Strategic Policy Committees of the Council. 

The funding for both organisations comes from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in line with the commitment in the White Paper supporting Voluntary Activity. A total of €1.344m nationally has been provided in 2006 with the local authorities being the channel for funding.

Each organisation submits a work plan annually, though the office of Director of Community and Enterprise which following approval is then forwarded to the Department for consideration. 

In addition, a Community Worker for the Community Services Department has been allocated to work with the Community Forum and to assist them in any way possible. 

Ongoing liaison will continue with both organisations with a view to maximising their participation at County Development Board and Council level.”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor G. O’Connell.

The report was NOTED.

(C/0161/07)
REVIEW OF THE WATER LEISURE STRATEGY

The following motion in the name of Councillor D. Keating was NOT MOVED:
“That the Manager would report on the initial stages of the Review of the Water Leisure Strategy specifically regarding the provision of the outstanding Swimming Pools.  Would the Manager also set out in detail his intentions to ensure that the necessary funding is available in the case of government funding not being made available.”
(C/0162/07)
COUNCIL PLAY OFFICER

The following motion in the name of Councillor E. Tuffy was NOT MOVED:
“That in the light of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child to which Ireland has signed up, and which includes the right of the child to engage in play and recreational activities appropriate to the age of the child, and the onus  the National Children's Office, the National Children's Plan and the National Play Policy place on local authorities to provide for children exercising this right, this Council should appoint a Play Officer as it is required to do under the National Play Policy.” 

(C/0163/07)
ANIMAL RESCUE GROUPS

The following motion in the name of Councillor M. Ardagh was NOT MOVED:
“That the Manager review the criteria for animal rescue groups that entitles them to have fees waived: 

· Confirmation of an organisation's status as a registered charity. 

· Confirmation of planning permission to operate a dog pound facility 

· Copy of a current General Dog License 

· Names of the nominated individuals, approved by the organisation to collect dogs on behalf of the organisation 
as not every animal rescue group is a registered charity,  no rescue centres have permission to operate a dog pound as these are rescue centres and not every animal rescue have premises and many volunteers operate from their homes and will he give a report on the matter.”
(C/0164/07)
RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCE

The following motion in the name of Councillor C. Keane was NOT MOVED:
“That this Council recommends that South Dublin County Council reduce the use of fossil used fuel by switching to a renewable energy source.”
(C/0165/07)
APARTMENT BUILDINGS
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge and seconded by Councillor E. Maloney:
“That this Council agree that apartment buildings in this Council should include the following - a concierge service, and coin operated washing and drying machines in a communal area which would do away with the need to dry clothes on balconies.”
REPORT

“The universal application of a requirement to provide a concierge service and communal laundry facilities would not be practical and would require a level of estate management charge (management fee) that apartment residents are unlikely to be willing to incur.

A certain threshold of development size and type of apartment development is required to make a concierge service viable.  The same also applies to communal laundry facilities, but experience both internationally and in Ireland has indicated that even where such facilities are provided, there is a strong preference on the part of apartment dwellers to have such facilities available to them within the individual dwelling unit i.e. not to use communal facilities, relatively remote from the dwelling unit.

In Tallaght Town Centre, where there had been signiifcant apartment development to date, the Council  has  introduced certain requirements for future apartment schemes through the Tallaght Town Center Local Area Plan (LAP).  These include a concierge type unit for developments above a certain threshold size and a utility and drying area within all  individual apartment units above a certain size.  The latter requirement requires a larger average unit size, which is also proposed as part of the LAP in any event, as it is necessary to allocate a certain amount of space within each dwelling to the utility area.

It is intended that this will set an improved standard and result in better quality apartment developments and it is feasible that these requirements could be applied more widely within the County.  The Department of the Environment Housing and Local Government is currently reviewing a variety of issues related to the design of apartments and is shortly due to issue Draft Guidelines on the matter. 

It is considered appropriate that these requirements would initially be applied to the Tallaght TC area and that the draft DOEHLG Guidelines would be awaited before determining both whether to apply them more widely and by what process that may be acheived.”
The above motion was MOVED and RE-ENTERED.
(C/0166/07) 
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
The Mayor, Councillor E. Maloney, proposed that Standing Orders be suspended to deal with an emergency motion in the name of Councillor J. Daly regarding the removal of boundary fencing at Coolamber Drive and Stoney Park, Rathcoole.

This proposal was in compliance with Standing Order Nos. 76 and 77 and was AGREED by the Members.
The Mayor informed Members that he intended to take this motion without discussion.
REMOVAL OF BOUNDARY FENCING AT COOLAMBER DRIVE AND STONEY PARK, RATHCOOLE
It was proposed by Councillor J. Daly, seconded by Councillors J. Daly, J. Neville, C. King, T. Gilligan, M. Ardagh and C. Jones:
“That this Council take immediate action, or Enforcement, to have the boundary fence at the end of Coolamber Drive put back to its original status; also, the boundary fence and trees, which were bulldozed out and removed at Stoney Park, off Stoney Lane.  Both of these boundaries were removed with Planning Permission and/or knowledge of South Dublin County Council, as stated to me by Manager, Mr. Joe Horan and by Mr. Jim Walsh, Director of Development.  All this work has been carried out with access through Council lands.  At the Stoney Park end, the boundary that was removed has been left in a very dangerous manner which is a serious hazard to children.  The damage cause to council lands while carrying out this exercise is deplorable.”
The Motion was NOTED.
The meeting concluded at 18:30.

(C/0167/07) MOTIONS NOT REACHED


ILLEGAL DOMESTIC CLOTHING COLLECTIONS

Councillor J. Lahart   

That this Council, in order to combat the proliferation in illegal domestic clothing collections;

investigates the possibility of introducing bye-laws which oblige all collectors to clearly identify their company/organisation name , address, landline and other relevant company/organisation/charity number details, together with the relevant tax clearance details;

and inter alia introduces severe penalties for those collectors and residents who knowingly breach these regulations;

organises a publicity campaign to alert householders to any proposed changes

and examines best practice in this regard.


PEAMOUNT HOSPITAL

Councillor J. Daly   

That the Manager advise if there was any consideration given to the Motion on the last  Development Plan considering suggestions for Peamount Hospital . 


COUNCIL HOUSES BUY BACK

Councillor R. Dowds   

That South Dublin County Council adopt a policy whereby our County Council would purchase back houses in Council estates from elderly residents in return for them moving into rented sheltered accommodation. 


TAKING IN CHARGE OF ESTATES

Councillior C. Keane   

That this Council agrees to draw up a policy as per circular PD1 of 2006 from the Minister reminding planning authorities of their legal obligation imposed by section 180. The circular also stated that planning authorities must establish a policy for the completion and taking in charge of estates, and (b) that it include a policy on management companies.


PROVISION OF SOCIAL HOUSING AND AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Councillor E. Tuffy   

That in view of the enormous barriers facing young people in securing their own homes in South Dublin, due to rampant inflation in house prices in every part of the County and the failure of Government to adequately resource the provision of Social Housing and Affordable Housing, this Council re-affirms its commitment to realising in practice the delivery of 15% of all housing in the County as Social and Affordable Housing under the Part V process and calls on the Manager to refuse to negotiate any departure from this requirement with any developer in the County. 


ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY CEMENT

Councillor T. McDermott   

That this council, in accordance with new public sector procurement procedures (SI no. 329 / 2006), calls for the use of environmentally friendly cement in construction and within Local Area Plans. 


SITING OF PLANNING APPLICATION

Councillor J. Lahart   

That the Council undertakes a review of the regulations governing the siting of planning application roadside public notices, particularly in light of obvious flaws relating to where a planning application may be lodged within an estate that directly affects residents to the rear of that house but located in a different estate. 


CYCLISTS AND INCREASED TRAFFIC VOLUMES

Councillor D. Keating   

That the Manager would agree to bring forward a detailed report or discussion on the implications for cyclists of increased traffic volumes and gridlock on our roads, as well as considerable road widening programmes, including the Outer Ring Road, the N4 and M50. 
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