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MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL 

MONDAY 14th MAY 2007
HEADED ITEM No.  2 (e)  

The following Motion was tabled at the Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee meeting on Tuesday 20th March 2007.
Motion: Councillor R. Dowds  Cathaoirleach’s Business

“That this Committee recommends to South Dublin County Council that consultation procedures within the Lucan/Clondalkin area be upgraded fortwith in order to ensure that as many people as possible will be directly consulted about issues which directly affect them and for which we have responsibility and that such changes apply throughout the County as a whole.”
Following consideration of the report (listed at the end of this report) the Committee requested that this motion be brought before the County Council for consideration with particular reference to Consultation Procedures associated with the Countywide parking strategy. 

CONSULTATION PROCEDURES
The consultation procedures engaged by the Roads Department of this Council far exceed the requirements set out in the legislation.  In matters of local concern such as traffic calming, traffic issues at schools etc, local meetings are held, a leaflet drop may be arranged, or local community groups may be availed     of to inform residents of issues of concern.  These are in addition to advising local Councillors and advertising in the local and national press as is required.

Regarding issues of countywide concern it is not possible to engage with the public to this extent.  In such cases i.e. speed limit review and countrywide parking the consultation process entailed advertising in the local and national press and advising the local members.  In both instances a report was brought to the relevant area committee prior to a final report being brought to a full meeting of the Council where the necessary resolutions were passed.

Part (3) of Section 36 of the Road Traffic Act indicates clearly the process, which must be adhered to in progressing the approval of the Bye-Laws under this section. 

‘Before making bye-laws under this section (other than bye-laws relating to the fees to be paid in respect of the parking of vehicles), a road authority shall:

	Road Traffic Act Requirement:
	Compliance

	(a)
	Consult with the Commissioner
	Yes

	(b)
	Publish a notice in one or more newspapers circulating in the area to which the bye-laws relate—
	Yes*



	
	(I)
	Indicating that it is proposed to make bye-laws under this section
	

	
	(ii)
	Indicating the times at which, the period (being not less than one month) during which and the place (being a place within their functional area) where a copy of the draft bye-laws may be inspected,
	

	
	(iii)
	Stating that representations may be made in writing to the road authority in relation to the draft bye-laws before a specified date (which shall be not less than 2 weeks after the end of the period for inspection),
	

	
	(iv)
	Stating that a copy of the draft bye-laws may be purchased on payment of a fee not exceeding the reasonable cost of making such copies
	

	(c)
	Before deciding whether to make the bye-laws and determining their content, consider any observations made to them by the Commissioner or any representations made to them pursuant to paragraph (b) (iii)
	This report


The Council has adhered to the process.  The Bye-Laws have been enacted and the parking strategy is being implemented.
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MEETING OF LUCAN-CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE 1

Tuesday, March 20, 2007

MOTION No. 16

MOTION: Councillor R. Dowds

Cathaoirleach's Business
That this Committee recommends to South Dublin County Council that consultation procedures within the Lucan/ Clondalkin area be upgraded forthwith in order to ensure that as many people as possible will be directly consulted about issues which directly affect them and for which we have responsibility and that such changes apply throughout the County as a whole.

REPORT
In all planning matters, South Dublin County Council adheres to statutory consultation procedures in accordance with the relevant National legislation.  In all cases the Council engages with local communities in a manner that goes well beyond current statutory requirements.

The Planning and Development Act 2000 sets out detailed public consultation requirements for statutory plans, including the County Development Plan, Local Area Plans and SDZ Planning Schemes.  

For non-statutory plans, which may include ‘Masterplans’, ‘Action Plans’, ‘Framework Plans’ and ‘Studies’ etc.  the Planning and Development Act does not prescribe methods of public consultation in respect of plan preparation processes.

In practice, the preparation of all such plans has included some form of public consultation including, inter alia, meetings with focus groups, facilitated workshop sessions, newspaper and website advertisements or questionnaires, leaflet drops and public meetings.  The most appropriate form(s) of consultation are generally determined at Project inception stage and will vary depending on the location, nature and extent of the plan to be prepared.

Experience in respect of both statutory and non-statutory plans has proven that public consultation must be carefully considered as it can be relatively expensive (newspaper ads/leaflet design and distribution/venue hire), is usually a unique, ‘one-off’ activity that may require specialist facilitators and always requires significant staff commitment before, during and after any event, often working outside of ‘normal’ work hours.  It is only a limited element of this work that is readily apparent.  Experience has also proven that it is often more effective to focus or target consultation rather than attempt to ‘catch-all’.  

It is considered that planning consultation procedures do not need to be upgraded or changed, but it is important to emphasise that public consultation must be carefully considered and targeted in order to ensure to most effective and efficient use of resources and value for money, both in operational terms and in relation to priority and scale of the plan to be undertaken.

