Minutes of the Environment Strategic Policy Committee

Held on 7th February 2007
Present:-

Elected Members:
Cllr. T. McDermott




Cllr. G. O’Connell

Cllr. M. Corr



Cllr. E. Maloney



Cllr. E. Walsh




Cllr. C. King



Cllr. K. Warren

Sectoral Interests:
Ms C. Kiernan (Community Forum)
Council Officials:
Ms M Pyne, Director of Services.




Mr M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer



Mr. B. Curran, Senior Engineer



Mr. D. Finch, Senior Engineer



Ms M. Ni Dhomhnaill, Environmental Awareness Officer



Ms. C. Hinch, Assistant Environmental Awareness Officer



Ms M. Hand, Assistant Staff Officer Assigned


Apologies:

Cllr. S. Laing




Cllr. J. Lahart 



Mr. B. Buckley (Business Sector)
Guests: 

Mr. P. Kelly – Mott McDonald Pettit



Mr. S. O’Riordan – ERM
Observers:
Mr. Ollie Murphy, Tallaght Welfare Society (Community Platform)



Mr. Michael Kenny, Planning Dept, SDCC

An Cathaoirleach Cllr. T. McDermott presided.
ENV/SPC/01/07
Adoption of Minutes

The minutes of the meeting of 8th November 2006 were proposed by Cllr. T. McDermott, seconded by Cllr. C. King and ADOPTED.

ENV/SPC/02/07
Report on Strategic Environment Assessment (SEA) of the Greater Dublin Strategic Drainage Study (GDSDS) 
The following report was circulated in advance of the meeting.

“1.0 Background

In June 2001, the seven local authorities in the Greater Dublin Area commenced the Greater Dublin Strategic Drainage Study (hereafter referred to as GDSDS). The study was completed in April 2005, and presented to the SDCC Environment SPC at its meeting on 7th September 2005. 

The purpose of the GDSDS was to carry out a strategic analysis of the existing foul and surface water systems in the local authority areas of Dublin City, Fingal, South Dublin, Dun-Laoghaire-Rathdown and the adjacent catchments of Counties Meath, Kildare and Wicklow, and to set out the requirements for long-term future drainage requirements in the Greater Dublin Area up to 2031.

Following completion of the study, certain of its recommendations have been advanced such as policies for practices in key areas such as: new developments, environmental management, inflow/infiltration etc.

The GDSDS also recommended a strategy for future wastewater treatment infrastructure. In November 2006, it was decided to undertake a strategic environmental assessment (SEA) of this strategy and this report sets out the purpose and procedures of an SEA.
2.0 What is SEA?

SEA is a formal, systematic evaluation of the likely significant environmental effects of implementing a plan or programme before a decision is made to proceed.  SEA in Ireland is based on the SEA Directive and this EU Directive 2001/41/EC (relating to assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment known as the “SEA Directive”) came into force in Ireland in July 2004. 

The main objective of the SEA Directive is to “provide for a high level of protection for the environment and to contribute to the integration of environmental considerations into the preparation and adoption of plans and programmes with a view to promoting sustainable development.”

3.0 Why is SEA being undertaken in relation to the GDSDS?

The statutory requirement to carry out an SEA was introduced into Irish law after the GDSDS process was well underway, and therefore it was not required to carry out an SEA regarding the GDSDS. However, the local authorities view SEA as an important exercise in meeting best practice standards and therefore have decided that the Strategy regarding future infrastructure will be subject to an SEA to ensure that environmental issues have been taken into consideration. 
The local authorities have appointed external consultants to carry out the SEA. The consultants are Mott MacDonald Pettit Limited and ERM Environmental Resources Management Ireland Limited (ERM Ireland). 

4.0 What are the requirements of the SEA process?

There are four main requirements of the SEA process:

· The preparation of a Environmental Report, where the likely significant environmental effects are identified and evaluated. The Draft Environmental Report will summarise the likely significant environmental effects and mitigation measures to minimise such adverse impacts.

· Consultation with the public, environmental authorities, and any EU Member State affected, on the draft Environmental Report and draft plan or programme.

· Consideration of the findings in the Draft Environmental Report and the outcome of the consultations, to form part of decision whether to adopt or modify the draft plan or programme.

· Publicising the decision on adoption of the plan or programme and how the SEA influenced the outcome. 
5.0 Proposed steps in the GDSDS SEA process
In meeting these four requirements, the following steps will be followed regarding the SEA of the GDSDS Strategy:

	SEA stage
	Description

	1. Review of GDSDS documentation
	All existing GDSDS documentation information to be reviewed. This stage was completed by the consultants in December 2006.

	2. SEA Scoping Report
	A draft SEA Scoping Report will be prepared by the consultants which will outline the scope or range of issues which will be examined in the Environmental Report.

	3. Preparation of draft Environmental Report
	The draft Environmental Report will report on an environmental appraisal of the alternative strategies and options and report on the preferred option(s), and the reason for choosing these option(s).

The draft Report will then summarise all likely significant environmental effects which may arise as a result of the chosen option GDSDS. The draft Report will recommend mitigation measures to address any potential adverse significant environmental effects. 

	4. Public consultation
	An extensive public consultation strategy will be undertaken on the draft Environmental Report. Consultation events will take place in all seven Local Authority areas and this will be supplemented by media and web-based information briefing sessions. This public consultation exercise will be a minimum of four weeks duration and is likely to take place in June/July 2007.

	5. Finalisation of Environmental Report
	All submissions received during the public consultation event will be reviewed and considered in the final Environmental Report. The consideration of such submissions is a central requirement in the SEA process. Monitoring measures will also be proposed to monitor the potential significant environmental effects. 

	6. Preparation of SEA Statement
	The final stage in the SEA process is the preparation of an SEA Statement, which summarises how the SEA process influenced the GDSDS Strategy.  The GDSDS Strategy, finalised in April 2005, may be amended in light of the findings and conclusions in the final Environmental Report. It is proposed to conclude the GDSDS SEA process by September 2007.”


Ms. M. Pyne, Director of Environment & Water Services, SDCC made a Powerpoint Presentation to the Committee.

Greater Dublin Strategic Drainage Study (GDSDS) Presentation.ppt
A Presentation was made to the committee by the consultants appointed by the Local Authorities to carry out the SEA, Mr. Paul Kelly (Mott McDonald Pettit) and Mr. Sean O’Riordain (ERM Ltd)

SDCC SPC presentation - SEA briefing070207.ppt
Following contributions from Cllr. M. Corr and Cllr. G. O’Connell, Mr. P. Kelly and Mr. S. O’Riordan responded to all matters raised and report was NOTED.
ENV/SPC/03/07
Report on Waste Mangement (End of Life Vehicles) Regulations 2006 

The following report was circulated in advance of the meeting.
Overview of the Regulations
Background/Targets Required

“The Waste Management (End of Life Vehicles) Regulations 2006 place obligations on producers – vehicle manufacturers and importers – to establish national collection systems for the appropriate treatment and recovery of end-of-life vehicles.  Typically, an end-of-life vehicle will be a passenger car or a light commercial van that the registered owner wishes to dispose of as waste.  From 1st January 2007 owners of intact end-of-life cars and vans must deposit them free-of-charge at authorised treatment facilities.

Under the regulations, each vehicle producer’s national collection system is required to have at least one authorised treatment facility (ATF) in every City and County Council area that will provide free take-back for vehicles of that producer’s brand or for which that producer has responsibility.  Producers are required to have additional authorised treatment facilities in place in those counties and cities with a larger population base (i.e one additional facility for each additional 150,000 persons in the relevant county or city).

The regulations also introduce new environmental standards to ensure that when a car is scrapped, as much material as possible is recovered and recycled and that it takes place in a way that does not harm the environment.  Under the regulations, producers and authorised treatment facilities are required to meet new recovery and recycling targets for end-of-life vehicles of –

· 85% reuse/recovery by average weight per vehicle deposited for appropriate treatment by 1st January 2006 (to include 80% materials recycling); and 

· 95% reuse/recovery by 1st January 2015 (to include 85% materials recycling).

Authorised Treatment Facilities (ATF’s)
An authorised treatment facility is a facility where the collection and storage and treatment of end-of-life vehicles may take place.  Authorised treatment facilities must operate under a waste licence or waste permit, as appropriate, in accordance with Section 39 of the Waste Management Acts and any Regulations made therunder.  A facility should meet the standards set out in the Second Schedule of the Regulations, which are in accordance with the provisions of Annex 1 of Directive 2000/53/EC, in order to be granted a permit or license to operate as an authorised treatment facility.  An authorised treatment facility may participate in a producer’s national collection or may operate independent of any producer’s system.  

Producers Responsibility

This is a producer responsibility initiative based on the Polluter Pays Principle.  Under the Regulations and in broad terms, obligations are imposed inter alia on producers to establish national collection systems – comprising of authorised treatment facilities – for the appropriate treatment and recovery of end-of-life vehicles, register with each local authority and submit an Implementation Plan/Annual Report/ Registration Fee, keep records, restrict the use of specified hazardous substances in the manufacture of vehicles, use component and material coding standards, provide technical documentation on request and make available dismantling information for new vehicles within six months of their being placed on the market.

While the Directive allows for either a collective scheme or an “own marque” self-compliance approach, collective schemes by their very nature are voluntary and in the case of Ireland the necessary consensus between the relevant stakeholders did not emerge notwithstanding the lengthy and protracted negotiations held since the formal adoption of the Directive.  Consequently, the Regulations provide solely for an “own marque” system of self-compliance.

Public Responsibility

Under article 35 of the Regulations, where the register4ed owner of a specified vehicle intends to discard that vehicle as waste, he or she is required to deposit that vehicle at an authorised treatment facility for appropriate treatment and recovery.

Certificates of Destruction

From the 1st January 2007 onwards, on the deposit of an end-of-life vehicle at an authorised treatment facility for appropriate treatment and recovery, the owner or operator of that facility shall issue a certificate of destruction to the registered owner, an authorised person of a local authority or a member of An Garda Siochana and all relevant information relating to that certificate of destruction shall be noted on the National Vehicle File.

Current Situation in South Dublin County

While a number of Implementation Plans were submitted, for approval to the Council (as required) by producers, no plans have been yet approved.  No Authorised Treatment Facility (ATF) has been established in South Dublin County Council to date.  The Council is in regular contact with the Department of the Environment Heritage and Local Government in this regard, and in correspondence with the producers.

Prior to the introduction of the End of Life Vehicle Regulations, the Council has been providing a service of removal and disposal of vehicles.

The Council provides a service whereby householders may, on payment of a charge to cover the Councils costs, have their car removed and disposed of.  However, when the End of Life Vehicles Regulations become fully operative, the registered owner of a vehicle who decides to discard that vehicle as waste will be required by law to deposit that vehicle at an Authorised Treatment Facility (ATF) for safe and environmentally sound disposal, free of charge.

Apart from the collection of vehicles from those who wish to dispose of them, the Council also currently arranges for the collection of abandoned and burnt out cars and for their safe disposal.  

The above arrangements will continue in place and will be reviewed on an ongoing basis having regard to the progression of the End of Life Vehicle Regulations in the county.  

Prior to these Regulations coming into force, those companies involved in car dismantling required permits under the Waste Management Act 1996.   These regulations applied to those who were at the level of an ATF but not all car dismantlers will be or choose to be an ATF.  Their regulatory regime will continue to be the Waste Management Permit Regulations.
M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer, SDCC gave a Powerpoint Presentation to the committee.  Following contributions from Cllr K. Warren, Cllr M. Corr, Cllr T. McDermott and Cllr G. O’Connell, M. Coleman, M. Pyne and D. Finch responded to any matters raised and the report was NOTED.
ENV/SPC/04/07
Report on Sustainability 
The following report was circulated at the meeting & presented by Ms. M. Ni Dhomhnaill.
“At the meeting of the Committee held on the 8th November 2006 it was agreed that the Action on Sustainability contained in the County Strategy should be advanced.”
County Development Board Sustainability Action:

Progress report on the Sustainability Action outlined in the County Strategy Implementation Report (Priority Action 22) –

 “To develop understanding and promote the organisational role in relation to environmental sustainability through the establishment of effective structures for collaboration across and between organisations, businesses, local communities and young people”.

Requests have been issued to organisations on the County Development Board to nominate a representative to a sustainable environment group to promote sustainable issues within the County. Once nominations have been received, a workshop will be arranged to establish guidelines for the group and prepare a work plan.

Sustainable Fuel Project:

The Council’s Mechanical Section (within Environmental Services Department) is pursuing a number of proposals in relation to sustainable energy use and is liaising with a number of other Local Authorities regarding the use of renewable energy sources for the Council fleet.  Initiatives being examined and progressed are:

· A Parks Department vehicle being converted to run on rapeseed oil and the performance of this vehicle will be closely monitored.  

· The possibility of purchasing bio-diesel diesel which will be used to run approximately 20 vehicles from the Council’s fleet.

· The Council also proposes to purchase a vehicle for use on the Council’s Golf Course which will run on bio-ethanol.  

· The technology in the use of renewable fuel in this regard is still developing and is being constantly monitored.

Fuel and emission tests will be carried out on all vehicles taking part in the trial and the results will be compared with standard DERV engines. 

In addition to initiatives in fleet management, the Council is arranging for an examination of its energy use, with a view to assessing the “energy footprint” of all Council activities.  In this regard contact has been made with Airtricity to examine the possibility of switching to electricity from a renewable source.  
“Green” Cement

The Council’s Roads and Traffic Department is currently researching different types of “green” cements and is arranging for a demonstration to be carried out to staff. This is to ensure the a technical validation of the cement prior to use in road construction.
Following contributions from Cllr T. McDermott, Cllr E. Walsh and Ms. C. Kiernan it was PROPOSED and AGREED by the Committee that the Director of Roads & Transportation be requested to consider the use of sustainable materials in footpath programme currently in preparation.  It was suggested that the use of such materials could be piloted in one area of the programme. 
It was also PROPOSED that the committee be notified regarding what Planning Guidelines are in place regarding locating a Wind turbine in garden of private house.  
ENV/SPC/05/07
 Membership Issues
Mr. Ollie Murphy, Tallaght Welfare Society (nominee from the Community Platform) attended the meeting as an observer, pending the formal ratification of his nomination at the next Council meeting.     Cllr. T. McDermott welcomed Mr. Murphy and introduced him to the Committee.  
The meeting concluded at 7pm.
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