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	COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS


	SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL


MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE 

(Dealing with Parks, Community, Housing and Environment)
HELD ON 21ST March,  2007
PRESENT

	Councillors
	Councillors

	Corr, M
	Murphy, M

	Daly, J
	Neville, J

	Hannon, J
	Warren, K.

	King, C
	

	Maloney, E
	


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor K. Warren presided.

OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Director of Community Services
	P. Smith

	Senior Executive Officers
	B. Coman, P. Murphy, M. O Shaughnessy

	Administrative Officers
	J. Kilgarriff, P. Fleming

	Senior Librarian
	U. Phelan

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	C. Boylan

	Senior Executive Engineer
	S. Deegan

	Senior Staff Officers
	J. Kelly, S. O Hara, 

	Staff Officer
	K. Nicholls, 


T/187/07
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 19th February, 2007 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.  

It was proposed by Councillor K.Warren, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Tallaght Area Committee held on 19th February, 2007 be ADOPTED and APPROVED".

PARKS BUSINESS

T/188/07
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 1- 7 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
T/189/07
KILLINARDEN PARK
Question: Councillor Marie Corr   

"To ask the Manager to provide adequate public lighting in Killinarden park and to arrange to have the large amounts of broken glass removed from the footpaths in the park as a matter of urgency as this represents a significant health and safety risk to the public?”

Reply:

The County Council only provides public lighting on parks and open spaces only where there is significant pedestrian movement along routes to shops, churches, community centres etc. 

For the larger neighbourhood parks like Killinarden and other regional parks, lighting schemes are generally not provided as it encourages the use and traversing of these parks at night which, having regard to the current security situation, is considered undesirable and inherently unsafe. It should be noted that a lighting scheme was provided a number of years ago by the Parks Department in Killinarden Park at Knockmore(along the footpath adjoining the Whitestown stream), but unfortunately a number of the lighting poles have since been vandalized . 

With regard to the cleaning of footpaths, Killinarden Park, Jobstown Park and Kiltalown Park are all swept on a daily basis using a tractor sweeper and all accumulated broken glass and debris is removed. Due to the very high level of anti-social activity occurring on a nightly basis in these parks it is impossible to keep the paths free of broken glass at all times.


T/190/07
KILTALOWN ESTATE MANAGEMENT OFFICE
Question: Councillor Cathal King   

"To ask the Manager to provide an update on progress made in relation to the agreed extension of the Kiltalown Estate management offices and the playground that was proposed as a result of the part 8 consultation, 
pertaining to the Kiltalown Green and Park infill schemes which were to commence in tandem with the infill works?"

Reply:

The extension as proposed cannot take place until vacant possession of the residential element can be achieved. Drawings are currently being prepared. According to the Estate Management Section one of the tenants has been allocated a new house and will be moving shortly and they are still negotiating with the other tenant. As soon as vacant possession is achieved a further report will be brought to the Area Committee.

A tendering process for the construction of a playground in Kiltalown Park is nearing completion following extensive local consultation and it is hoped to have the construction works on the playground commenced within the next 6-8weeks.
T/191/07
KILLININNY TOWER AND SITE
Question: Councillor Eamonn Maloney

"To ask the Manager to outline the present status of the proposed restoration of Killininny Tower and site?"

Reply:

In 2004 the Council commissioned a report by a Conservation Architect to evaluate the condition of the Killininny Tower and its immediate surroundings, and to make recommendations for the consolidation of the structure and preservation of the remaining parts of the building.  

In the summer of 2005, the Parks Department commenced work at the tower in accordance with recommendations in the Conservation Architect’s report.  The work involved the removal of a large mound of spoil adjacent to the tower which was carried out under the supervision of the Conservation Architect, who reported any findings to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government. Any useable or valuable stone was sorted during the removal of the mound, and stockpiled. All other spoil and rubble was removed from site.  The work also involved the removal of overgrown vegetation and rubble from around the base of the tower itself allowing the structure to be visible and to reduce the threat of continued antisocial behaviour and vandalism of the structure. 

In the summer of 2006, it was planned to commence a scheme of conservation works on the tower in accordance with recommendations in the Conservation Architect’s report involving the rebuilding of sections of wall, re-pointing and capping.  However further examination of the 
structure by the Conservation Architect prior to the commencement of these works revealed a priority requirement to stabilise the tower section of the structure.

The Council subsequently engaged a conservation engineer to prepare a specification for the necessary works.  The scope of these works is highly specialised and requires to be undertaken by a contractor experienced in the stabilisation and restoration of heritage structures.

In this context, the Council is currently preparing tender documentation to invite tenders from suitably experienced contractors to undertake stabilisation and conservation works on Kilininny Tower in accordance with the recommendations of reports by the Conservation Architect and Conservation Engineer.  It is planned to advertise a tender for these works in a matter of weeks.

T/192/07
REMOVAL OF HAWTHORN BUSHES

Question: Councillor Joe Neville   

"To ask the Manager to have arranged the removal of the hawthorn bushes at details supplied *  which have not matured and are a magnet for litter and for the Manager to have the bushes replaced with a more developed form of landscaping?"

Reply:

Arrangements will be made to prune back this planting so that it thickens and provides a better screening feature along the road. In addition some additional daffodil planting will be carried out later in autumn 2007 all of which will enhance the entrance to the estate.
T/193/07
ANTI LITTER SIGNS AT THE GREEN, KINGSWOOD HEIGHTS

Question: Councillor Joe Neville   

"To ask the Manager to have arranged the erection of anti-litter signs at the Green, Kingswood Heights (as previously requested) and for a major cleanup of the green area to the rear of the tennis courts, Kingswood Heights?"

Reply:

Arrangements will be made to have the anti-litter signage erected on the open space at Kingswood Heights together with a major clean up of the area to the rear of the Tennis Courts, as soon as it can be fitted into the work programme for the area.
T/194/07
PRUNING OF BUSHES

Question: Councillor Joe Neville   

"To ask the Manager to have arranged the severe pruning back of the bushes at the rear of details supplied * which are encouraging anti-social activity at this location?."

Reply:

Arrangements will be made to have the shrubbery at the location referred to in the question pruned back, as soon as it can be fitted into the current works programme for the area in consultation with the adjoining householder.

T/195/07
OVERGROWN SHRUBBERY AND BUSHES 

Question: Councillor Karen Warren   

"To ask the Manager if he would remove the overgrown shrubbery and bushes along the perimeter of (Details supplied), as this shelter and cover is being used for anti-social behaviour and for under-age drinking, and if he will make a statement on the matter.?"   

Reply:

This shrubbery will be considered for pruning/removal as part of the Arboricultural Programme 2007/08.

T/196/07
NEW WORKS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/197/07
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/198/07
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/199/07 
CUSHLAWN ESTATE – MATURE TREE PLANTING
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney:
"That this Committee calls on the Manager to arrange for some mature tree planting to be carried out in the Cushlawn Estate as there is a significant lack of mature trees in the Estate which results in a gloomy appearance to the area.”

The following report which had been circulated was READ:
“The planting of mature trees at Cushlawn Estate was not included in the 2006/07 Arboricultural Programme because of the regrettably high levels of vandalism and tree breakages experienced in previous years.  The County Council would, however, be willing to engage with interested local residents groups with regard to carrying out some tree planting on a trial basis at selected locations where the chance of survival and local supervision may be greater.  The Council’s Estate Management Section may also be of assistance in this regard”
Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King and M. Corr contributed, Mr. C. Boylan, Senior Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised.    The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that an updated report would issue to a future meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Parks Business.
T/200/07
ELLENSBOROUGH  - PUBLIC PARK
It was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon, seconded by Councillor K. Warren:

"That a draft plan for the proposed public park at Ellensborough be presented to the Committee for consideration as a matter of urgency, and that the consultative process commence thus enabling local residents to have a meaningful input into the outcome"



The following report which had been circulated was READ:
“The draft plan for the proposed public park at Kiltipper is currently being finalised. Details regarding facilities to be provided etc having regard to catchment population being served and also funding plan for this project are nearing completion. When these plans are available they will be presented to the Area Committee prior to publication of the Plan through the Part 8 public consultation process”
Following a contribution from Councillor J. Hannon, Mr. C. Boylan, Senior Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a report would issue to a future meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Parks Business.

T/201/07
MAPLEWOOD LAWN, SPRINGFIELD – GATE
It was proposed by Councillor Joe Neville, seconded by Councillor K. Warren:
"That this Committee calls on the Manager to have arranged the removal of the recently erected gate at the green area adjacent to Maplewood Lawn, Springfield.”
The following report which had been circulated was READ:

“A standard swing – type vehicle barrier was erected to allow vehicle access to the open space for grass cutting and general maintenance operations.  A small number of local residents have expressed concern regarding the visual appearance of the barrier, which is coloured black, and its possible attraction for anti-social activity. If a significant number of the local residents agree to it’s removal, arrangements will be made to remove the barrier for re-use elsewhere”
Following a contribution from Councillor J. Neville, Mr. C. Boylan, Senior Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised.   The report was 
NOTED and it was AGREED that a report would issue to a future meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Parks Business.

T/202/07
ALDERWOOD GROVE – WOODEN BOLLARDS

It was proposed by Councillor Eamonn Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:
"That this Committee supports the placing of wooden bollards at the end of Alderwood Grove, Springfield to prevent vehicular access to the green-space.”

The following report which had been circulated was READ and NOTED:
“The provision of wooden bollards along the frontage of the open space at Alderwood Grove would prevent vehicle movements across the open space to exit at Virginia Heights or vice versa.  Subject to the availability of finance and the agreement of local residents in the area, arrangements can be made to install the bollards before the summer months”
T/203/07
ROUNDABOUT AT BROOKFIELD ROAD AND FORTUNESTOWN LANE

It was proposed by Councillor Marie Corr, seconded by Councillor C. King:
"That this committee calls on the Manager to landscape the roundabout at the junction of Brookfield Road and Fortunestown Lane as a matter of priority.”

The following report which had been circulated was READ:
“The Roads Dept. will be consulted to ascertain if there are any further major road realignment proposals for this location. Should this be the case priority will be given to planting and upgrading the roundabout as previously proposed”

Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Corr, C. King, J. Hannon, J. Daly, K. Warren and J. Neville contributed Mr. C. Boylan, Senior Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised and asked the Members to inform him of roundabouts that needed grass planting.   The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a report would issue to a future meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Parks Business.
T/204/07
KISSING GATES – CARRIGMORE/HEATHERVIEW AND MARLFIELD

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon:
"That this Committee calls on the Manager to arrange for 'Kissing Gates' to be installed in consultation with the local communities of Carrigmore/ Heatherview (Aylesbury) and Marlfield (Kiltipper) at the Marlfield end of the footpath in the park between it and Carrigmore Estate with a view to easier access to St Martin de Porres School and other local amenities.”

The following report which had been circulated was READ:
“The County Council has been in contact with the Principal of St. Martin de Porres School and local residents regarding the provision of a gated access from the Kiltipper Way to the open space at Sean Walsh Park (Extension Phase 3) located at the rear of the school.  This new access would facilitate school-going children and parents from Marlfield and 
other estates to the south along Kiltipper Way, who currently must walk as far as the Firhouse Road West to gain access the school. 

The significant short-cut provided by a new access would be particularly important on cold, wet and windy mornings during the Winter months. In the context of the Council’s policy to encourage walking to school and reducing unnecessary car-journeys and school related traffic, the provision of a gated access at this location would also have considerable merit.

However, some of the residents of Carrigmore and Heatherview estates are opposed to a new entrance at this location because it may give rise to a security risk and possible escape route/focus for anti-social activity in the area. To meet their legitimate concerns it was suggested that the new entrance would be designed so to consist of a combination of a kissing gate and a lockable gate on the open space/school side of the road boundary wall and railing.  The inner gate would remain locked after school closing time preventing access to the open space. The opening and closing of the gate would remain the responsibility of the Caretaker of the school. 
The Principal of the school has indicated he is willing to accept this proposal and agreed to consult further with the residents in Heatherview/Carrigmore.

If agreement can be reached regarding the compromise proposal, arrangements will be made to install the new entrance gates and associated works, as soon as possible”
Following a discussion to which Councillors c. King and K. Warren contributed Mr. C. Boylan, Senior Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised.     The report was NOTED and it was AGREED  that a progress report would issue to the June Meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Parks Business.

T/205/07
ELLENSBOROUGH RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
It was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon, seconded by Councillor K. Warren:
"That the issues raised recently by Ellensborough Residents Association in relation to the maintenance of grass verges and open spaces in the vicinity of Kiltipper Way, and the control of litter, be addressed and a maintenance programme be put in place as a matter of urgency."

The following report which had been circulated was READ:
“The Kiltipper Way Road has not yet been taken-in-charge by the County Council and the two grass margins are not maintained on a regular basis.  The Council’s Engineering Department will be requested to pursue the Developer to finalise the taking-in-charge process and the Litter Warden for the area will also be requested to address and monitor the alleged litter problem in this area”
Following a discussion to which Councillors J. Hannon, C. King, M. Daly, and M. Corr contributed, Mr. C. Boylan, Senior Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a report would issue to a future meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Parks Business.
T/206/07
DODDER RIVER AT OLD BAWN BRIDGE
It was proposed by  Councillor Eamonn Maloney, seconded by Councillor J. Neville:
"That this Committee urges the Parks Dept., to outline the proposed work to enhance the section of the Dodder river at Old Bawn Bridge, and this work to include to make the river more visible:- 

(i)     Remove the shrubbery
(ii)    Night lighting of weir from bridge

(iii)   Access with safety for the public

(iv)   Steps to re-stock river-fishery

This report to be presented as soon as is possible.”

The following report which had been circulated was READ:
“It is proposed to carry out major works, most of which are included in the above motion as part of the Parks Works Programme 2007 for which money has been provided.  The overall proposed works will be presented to the May meeting of the Area Committee.

As part of the 2007 Parks Works Programme, a sum of €25,000 has been allocated to undertake improvement works in the vicinity of Oldbawn Weir in order to enhance its amenity value.  The aim of these works will be to improve visibility of the weir from within the Dodder Valley Park and to create a viewing area which will make the weir more accessible to park users.  This will necessitate removal of some of the existing vegetation and consideration will also be given to night lighting of the weir.  Proposals are being prepared and will be presented to a meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee in the near future”
Following a discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney, J. Neville, J. Daly, M. Murphy, M. Corr and K. Warren contributed, Mr. C. Boylan, Senior Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED.
COMMUNITY BUSINESS
T/207/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren, seconded by Councillor C. King  and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 8 - 9 inclusive, be ADOPTED and APPROVED.
T/208/07
BROOKFIELD COMMUNITY AND YOUTH FACILITY 
Councillor Marie Corr   

"To ask the Manager to outline the reasons for the delay in the opening of the Brookfield Community and Youth facility and will he make a statement on the matter?"

Reply 

The major delay to the completion of this Facility was due to the change in the funding arrangements for the childcare element which placed a cap on the capital expenditure that applied to childcare capital infrastructure and required revised drawings and costings for the facility.

This matter was subsequently resolved and the works including the childcare centre aspect is now near completion.
T/209/07
WI-FI ZONES IN ALL COMMUNITY FACILITIES IN RAPID AREAS

Question:
Councillor Marie Corr   

“To ask the Manager to outline plans for providing Wi-fi zones in all community facilities in the Rapid areas of Tallaght?"

Reply 

Currently the Council Libraries and offices have the facility for public access and use. 

It is now the general policy of the Council to provide Wi-Fi in all new buildings/projects and every effort will be made to extend to other existing Council facilities where feasible.

T/210/07
APPLICATION FOR GRANTS

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Applications for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below.  Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	GF 1519
	Rathcoole Twirlers
	Personal Sports Development Grant
	05/01/2007
	€500

	GF 1545
	St. Patrick’s Day Parade
	Countywide Community Activity Event with a countywide Interest
	16/02/2007
	€3,000

	GF 1543
	St. Maelruan’s F.C.,
	Equipment Grant
	16/02/07
	€800


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Applications for grants under the Council’s Arts Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below.  Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, are recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount

€

	AGF 566
	Tallaght Intercultural Action
	Grant towards a creative design programme for teenagers
	30/1/07
	€500

	AGF 569
	St. Mark’s Senior N.S., Tallaght
	Grant towards arts and literature workshops
	19/2/07
	€600


A contribution is being made to the following groups

	Group
	Type of Application
	Amount



	St. Aengus’ Women’s Community Group
	Contribution towards the cost of set dancing classes
	€500

	Aoife Fagan
	Contribution towards participation in the Royal Academy of Dramatic Arts Summer School
	€300


It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and RESOLVED:
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report”

T/211/07
LIBRARY NEWS/EVENTS



The following report  which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

March 2007

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Castletymon
	In celebration of ‘Seachtain na Gaeilge’ which runs this year from 3rd - 17th March, our display consists of a selection of Irish books from the adult and junior sections of the library.
	Month of March

	
	The Third Age a workshop for older people. It is facilitated by Eilis Cullen and booking is essential.
	Thursday 22nd March from 10.30am – 12noon

	
	English Classes for beginners. New members welcome!
	Mondays from 10am – 11.30am

	
	Acrylics with Betty Kelly

An introduction to painting acrylics booking essential
	Tuesdays from 10.30am – 12.30pm

	
	Computer Classes 

Beginners class with tutor Fiona Duddy. Booking Essential
	Wednesdays from 10am - 12noon

	
	Spanish Classes for Improvers New members welcome
	Fridays from 10am – 11am


	
	Adults Book Club 

For anyone interested in a good read – share your pleasure with others. The book for March will be “Reading Lolita in Tehran” by Azar Nafisi.  New members welcome!
	Tuesday 27th March from 11am - 12noon


For more information call 452 4888

March 2007

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Tallaght
	Toddler Group 

Check library for details
	Wednesdays at 10.30am Booking required. 

	
	Tallaght Historical Society Lecture: A Road on the Long Ridge – In Search of the Ancient Highway on the Esker Riada by Hermann Geissel
	Wednesday 21st March at 8pm, Staff Canteen, South Dublin County Council


For more information call 4620073
Ms. U. Phelan, Senior Librarian summarised the report.   Following a contribution from Councillors E. Maloney and K. Warren, Ms. U. Phelan, Senior Librarian responded to queries raised.    The report was NOTED.

T/212/07
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/213/07
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/214/07
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/215/07
TALLAGHT COMMUNITY SCHOOL – SWIMMING POOL
It was proposed by Councillor Eamonn Maloney, seconded by Councilllor C. King:
"That this Committee supports any plan to refurbish the swimming pool located at Tallaght Community School and requests that this Council 
corresponds with the Minister for Education, Ms. Hannifin and seeks her assistance in funding this refurbishment. This Committee acknowledges the great service to the community that this facility has provided, 
principally in teaching both children and adults  how to swim"





The following report which had been circulated was READ: 

“The Council has had a number of meetings with the Management of the Tallaght Community School Sports Complex Committee and more recently in conjunction with the Department of Education who are the owners of these facilities.

The Council contributes financially to the operation of the complex on an annual basis and €50,000 is provided for in the 2007 budget which has already been paid in advance to the Committee to assist the management of the centre financially.

At the last meeting the Council agreed to meet directly with representatives of the Department of Education to assist them in progressing any future plans for the complex and ensuring its continued service to the public and efforts are continuing towards the setting up of an early meeting”
Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King, J. Neville,  J. Daly and K. Warren contributed, Mr. B. Coman, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.    The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a Headed Item would issue to a future meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Community Business.
T/216/07
FETTERCAIRN COMMUNITY CENTRE
It was proposed by  Councillor Cathal King, seconded by Councillor K. Warren:
"That this Committee calls on the Manager, to arrange for the replacement of the damaged basketball post at Fettercairn Community Centre and to mark the court as was requested by me over three years ago at area 
committee level and that this be done while taking into consideration the proposed decrease in space in the overall car park/court area as a result of the pending re-alignment of the Fettercairn Road".

The following report which had been circulated was READ: 

“The Council is aware of the need to replace the damaged basketball posts at Fettercairn and has considered this in the context of general upgrade of the playing/sports area at the Centre.

The Council also had to take into consideration the new proposed Road alignment and Luas line extension to CityWest.

In this regard serious consideration is being given to locating a Multi Use Games Area at this location as part of the Council’s programme of provision of 5 Multi Use Games Areas in the RAPID areas of the County.

Consultations in this regard have started and it is proposed to progress to tender stage within the next couple of weeks.

The Council will consider a short term resolution to the existing situation”
Following a contribution from Councillor C. King, Mr. B. Coman, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.    The report was NOTED.
T/217/07
TALLAGHT LEISURE FACILITY
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor K. Warren:

"That this Committee calls on the Manager to arrange for the relevant changes to be made to enable youth/Community/School groups to avail of the facilities at the new Tallaght Leisure Facility, Jobstown, at an affordable and reduced rate to that which is in operation at present with a view to this great facility being accessible to all in the Community".



The following report by the Manager was READ:

“South Dublin Leisure Services Ltd was awarded the contract for the operation and management of the Tallaght Leisure Centre following an open tendering competition in 2005.

South County Dublin Leisure Services was established by South Dublin County Council in 1997 as an Arms Length Management Organisation (ALMO) to provide leisure and amenity services for the Clondalkin Pool/complex and Lucan Community Centre. The directors of the company are SDCC staff and the members of the Company are elected members of the Council. They have a genuine insight into social exclusion issues from their experience in Clondalkin and Lucan and are committed to delivering a first class service to all our customers.  SCDLS provides for the provision of services in a cost efficient manner. Extended public 
opening hours and weekend trading are the norm. As a not for profit organisation, the company has been successful in managing both the Clondalkin and Lucan Centres on a break even basis over the last number of years. Recently the Company was awarded the ‘White Flag’ which is the leisure industries benchmark of excellence to both Clondalkin and Lucan. This is a considerable achievement considering the new build at Clondalkin and the age of the Lucan Facility. 

The Company is charged with the delivery of the best quality service at the most cost efficient price, taking into consideration all the social constraints that might apply in some cases.  

The Company must however operate to a business model which will deliver a sustainable product and generate sufficient income to meet its needs and day to day running costs.  It is not practical to place the entire financial burden on the Company or the Council around affordability as this would not be sustainable. However every effort is being made to be inclusive and this is a stated objective of the Company and indeed in certain cases a product has been provided based on affordability the details of which cannot be divulged but pricing packages are tailored to meet needs and affordability where possible.

South County Dublin Leisure Services Ltd have ensured they can deliver to all the customers of South Dublin County an affordable product which will enhance the quality of life of all our citizens. It is the vision of the Council and the Company that all children in Tallaght will have sufficient access to swimming classes so that they can swim by the time they graduate from junior school.  We have identified the C.D.I. as a potential vehicle to deliver this important goal.

At present 12 local schools are using the facility together with relevant instruction (at a ratio of 1:15) at a reasonable cost which must at least offset energy costs. The facility is almost at capacity for allocated times of school use at present.

The weekly footfall for the facility is currently running at almost 18,000 which augurs well for its success and use and the Council is satisfied that it has engaged the best management company for the operation and management of this fabulous facility and reasonable time must now be given to allow the delivery of a high quality service which the citizens of Tallaght deserve.

The operation and use of this facility will at all times be under review and the Council would be happy to discuss specific cases of need in terms of affordability and access directly with the operating Company”.
Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King, J. Neville, M. Corr and J. Daly contributed, Mr. B. Coman, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED.






HOUSING BUSINESS

T/218/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 10 – 15 inclusive, be ADOPTED and APPROVED.

T/219/07
AFFORDABLE UNITS IN TALLAGHT SOUTH AND TALLAGHT CENTRAL AREAS
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr
"To ask the Manager to provide details of forthcoming Affordable Units in the Tallaght South and Tallaght Central area - giving details of expected completion dates and the numbers of units coming on stream?

REPLY
The Councils Housing Strategy, which was prepared in accordance with Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000, was adopted by the Council at its meeting held on 11th June 2001. This Strategy was reviewed and now forms an integral part of the County development Plan 2004-2010, which was adopted by the Council on 10th November 2004. 

The Strategy requires 15% of all residential developments to be reserved for Social/Affordable purposes. The Council has been successful in the delivery of affordable housing under the following initiatives:

(a)  Part V of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended)

(b)  Joint Venture Schemes

(c)  Integrated Area Plans

To date 478 affordable units have been procured throughout the County.  Of these 322 have been procured and 302 have been sold on in the Tallaght Area.

The following schedule sets out (a) a schedule of social/affordable units to be procured where a Letter of Exchange has issued and/or an Agreement has been reached, (b)schedule of developments where a Commencement Notice has been served and negotiations are ongoing with the developer.

 (a) Schedule of Affordable Units to be procured where a Letter of Exchange has issued and/or an Agreement has been reached.
   

	Location
	No. of Units
	Target Completion Date for units

	Tallaght Cross, Belgard Square North
	 66
	 2007

	Deerpark, Kiltipper Road
	 18
	 April 2007

	 Hunters Lane, Hunterswood
	 9
	April 2007

	 Verschoyle Park, Saggart
	 2
	April 2007

	 Suncroft
	 2
	 2007

	 Carrigmore/Carraig Court, Fortunestown
	 40
	 2007

	Blackthorn, Rathcoole 
	 16
	 2007

	Belfry, Block E 
	 8
	 2007

	 Total
	161
	 


 (b) Schedule of developments where a Commencement Notice has been served and negotiations are ongoing with the developer
	 Location
	Estimated Number of units for Affordable
	Target Completion Date for Units*

	Tallaght Leisure Centre, Old Bawn Road
	 3 units
	 Mid 2007

	Former Iceland Site, Tallaght Road
	 32 units
	 Mid 2007

	Tallaght Retail Unit
	 16 units
	 2007

	Citywest Shopping Centre
	 40 units
	 September 2007

	Marlfield
	 28 units
	 2007

	Tallaght Cross, Belgard Square North
	 76 units (social/afford)
	 Mid 2007

	Boherboy Road/Watercross, Saggart
	 34 units (social/afford)
	 2007

	The Bungalow, Main Street, Rathcoole
	 21 units
	Mid 2007

	Swiftbrook, Saggart
	 48 units (social/afford)
	 2007

	Killinarden Shopping Centre
	 4 units
	 2007

	Former Cats and Dogs Home, Stocking Lane
	 103 units (social/afford)
	2007

	 Total
	 405 units
	 


* Please note that the foregoing schedule provides an estimate only of units to be procured pursuant to Part V as no formal agreements have yet been reached with the developers.  Please also note that date of procurement may change due to external factors, outside the control of the Council, e.g. registration of title issue, climatic conditions etc. 

In addition to the foregoing, there is potential to procure a further 206(approx.) social/affordable units in the Tallaght Area on foot of Planning Permissions granted.  
T/220/07
FORTUNESTOWN B DEVELOPMENT
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

"To ask the Manager to outline what steps have been taken to secure funding and resources for the proposed community facilities and playground for the Fortunestown B development?"

 

REPLY
It is anticipated that the Community Facilities in Fortunestown B at Mac Uilliam Avenue currently under construction will be completed in May 2007.  The Community Facility consists of meeting rooms at ground level.

In addition  Fortunestown B Phase 5  which is to be Affordable Housing in the first instance, will contain  Community Infrastructure containing a community building, crèche, playground and public square at an estimated cost of €3.3m. It is proposed to finance these facilities through a Capital Grant from Area Development Management (through the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform's Childcare Initiative) and from the County Infrastructure Contribution (through Housing Capital Account from the Department of the Environment Heritage and Local Government).
T/221/07
ST. MUIRINS HOUSE

QUESTION: Councillor E. Maloney

"To ask the Manager for an up-date on plans proposed for a new St. Muirins House?"

REPLY
The closing date for receipt of tenders for the development of the new St. Muirin's Community Facility,in the park to the south of Avonbeg Gardens,  together with the refurbishment of the existing St. Muirin's building as housing accommodation to include 4 apartments together with three infill houses, was 19th January 2007.

The tenders are currently being evaluated.
T/222/07
CLEANUP OF LANEWAY
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

" To ask the Manager to have arranged a cleanup of the laneway at details supplied *  which is in a dreadful condition?."

REPLY
The resident at Details Supplied*  has been contacted by the Estate Management Officer for this area and the laneway has now been cleared.
T/223/07
WINDOWS UPGRADE RENEWAL PROGRAMME
Question: Councillor J. Neville

“To ask the Manager for a detailed update on the “Windows Upgrade 
Renewal Programme” for the Tallaght area with particular reference to 


Tallaght Central and a time-frame for the completion of the said programme?”

Reply:

All Council houses built post -1996 are fitted with double glazed windows, accounting for 11% of the Council’s housing stock in the Tallaght area. 

South Dublin County Council’s countywide Accelerated Gas Fired Central Heating Programme has just been successfully completed ahead of the National Anti Poverty Strategy targets.

In order to maximise energy efficiency in the Council’s rented housing stock and in the interest of achieving common quality standards, the County Architects Department in association with the Housing Projects Section has decided to proceed with a number of programmes including a countywide window replacement programme and a programme of outer cavity wall insulation.

In the first quarter of 2005 a sample survey was carried out on windows in 12 estates countywide in order to determine the fabric condition of these windows. Following analysis of the results of the survey it was decided to proceed with a pilot programme of 622 units Countywide. 453 units included in the pilot programme are in the Tallaght area as follows: Kilcarrig Estate, Killinarden Estate, and Drumcairn Estate, Tallaght.

Funding for this pilot programme was sanctioned from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in 2006 and the programme commenced on site in November 2006. It is anticipated that the pilot programme will be complete by January 2007. 
Subsequent phases of this programme have not been decided on as yet, as this will depend on progress in the pilot programme. As this is a county wide programme all council dwellings will be included during the programme.

The Architectural Services Department has indicated that based on the numbers of dwellings requiring double glazed units and the scope of works involved, the window upgrade  programme as administered by the Housing Projects Section is likely to be phased over the 6 year period 2007-2012. 

Housing Maintenance Section are currently carrying out improvements works in Central Tallaght including window replacements where required as part of their response maintenance programme. Refurbishment Works at Balrothery Estate are ongoing in the three block of maisonettes and as part of these works Thermal Break Double Glazed Aluminium windows 
and high performance front and rear door frames are being supplied and fitted.
T/224/07
GRANTS AVAILABLE – LOCAL OR CENTRAL GOVERNMENT
Question:  Councillor J. Neville

" To ask the Manager to outline what grants are available (from either local or central Government) for either privately or Council owned houses in the Tallaght area in respect of improvements in attic insulation?."

Reply:

There are no specific grants available for attic insulation in private dwellings, however Sustainable Energy Ireland provide this service free of charge where a person or family is in receipt of any  social welfare payment. For further details regarding improvements in attic insulation in private dwellings,  Sustainable Energy Ireland can be contacted at 018369080 or by email at  : www.sei.ie
In respect of Council dwellings, South Dublin County Council is carrying out its own Cavity Wall and Attic Insulation programme as part of the Council’s objective of bringing all its housing stock to a common quality standard and maximising energy efficiency. 

In August 2005 funding approval was received from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government for a Cavity Wall and Attic Insulation programme. The programme commenced in March 2006 and to date 458 dwellings have had their attics and walls insulated in the Tallaght area
The Cavity Wall and Attic Insulation programme has had a major positive impact on the energy efficiency of our housing stock. The current programme of insulation works has resulted in significant reductions in heating bills as well as more comfortable and warmer homes for council residents. This programme also contributes to protecting the environment by reducing CO2 emissions thereby reducing climate change.  

The programme will continue to be rolled out to other estates countywide. The table below lists the estates currently included in the Cavity Wall and 
Attic Insulation programme in the Tallaght area. Further estates in the Tallaght area will be added as the programme progresses.

	Summary of Cavity Wall & Attic Insulation Programme in Tallaght

	Estate
	No of houses
	Progress

	Kilcarrig Estate
	101
	Completed Nov 2006

	Killinarden Estate 
	197
	Completed May 2006

	Drumcairn Estate 
	160
	Completed Nov 2006

	Knockmore Estate
	147
	Commenced December 2006

	Donomore Estate
	279
	To commence late 2007 

	Glenshane Estate
	197
	To commence late 2007


In addition to this programme the Councils Energy Action Programme carried out an attic insulation programme prior to 2004 in a  total of 2,161 in the Tallaght area.  The current Cavity Wall & Attic Insulation Programme commenced in order to comply with the most recent building regulations in respect of energy efficiency which were amended in 2006.
T/225/07
REPORT ON HOUSING CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“The up-to-date position of the Housing Construction Programme is set out in detail below:-
	 COMPLETIONS 2004
	 
	 SCHEME NAME
	 NUMBER OF 
UNITS

	 
	 
	 Cushlawn Phase1
	 28

	 
	 
	 Tymon Park
	 2

	 
	 
	 Bolbrook
	 11

	 
	 
	 Kilcarrig Phase 2
	 8

	 
	 
	 Russell Square
	 5

	 
	 
	 Marlfield (Part V)
	 26

	 
	 
	 Total
	 80

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 COMPLETIONS 2005
	 
	 Marlfield (Part V)
	 1

	 
	 
	 Russell Square
	 110

	 
	 
	 Bawnlea
	 7

	 
	 
	 Jobstown Village Core
	 11

	 
	 
	 Cushlawn Phase 2
	 31

	 
	 
	 Daletree (Part V)
	 8

	 
	 
	 Fettercairn Village
	 22

	 
	 
	 Total
	 190

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 COMPLETIONS 2006
	 
	 Fettercairn Village
	 19

	 
	 
	 Deerpark (Joint Venture)
	 119

	 
	 
	 Fortunestown B Phase 2
	 38

	 
	 
	 Fortunestown B Phase 4
	 120

	 
	 
	 Daletree (Part V)
	 24

	 
	 
	 Total
	 320

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 COMPLETIONS 2007
	 
	 Fortunestown B Phase 2
	 28

	 
	 
	 Total
	 28

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 SCHEMES IN PROGRESS
	 SCHEME NAME
	  NUMBER OF UNITS
	 ANTICIPATED COMPLETION DATE

	 
	 Fortunestown B Phase 1
	 110
	 In phases from early 2007

	 
	 Avonbeg Phase 3
	 47
	 March 2007

	 
	 Heathersett (Part V)
	 40
	 In phases from First Quarter 2007

	 
	 Brookfield Village
	 16 + community facility
	 June 2007

	 
	 Daletree (Part V)
	 3
	 Second Quarter 2007

	 
	 Deerpark (Part V)
	 36
	 First Quarter 2007

	 
	Castlepark 
	 9
	 June 2007

	 
	Cushlawn Phase 3
	 22
	 December 2007

	 
	Greenhills Road ( Part V)
	 9
	 December 2007

	 
	Kilcarrig Phase 3
	 80
	 4th Quarter 2008

	 
	Kiltalown Green
	 27
	 3rd Quarter 2008

	
	 Total
	 399
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 TENDER ASSESSMENT
	 SCHEME NAME
	 NUMBER OF UNITS
	 COMMENTS

	 
	 Avonbeg Phase 4
	 7
	 Tender being assessed

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 TENDER PRODUCTION
	 SCHEME NAME
	 NUMBER OF UNITS
	 COMMENTS

	 
	 Rossfield (Old Shop Site)
	 9
	Target Tender date 2nd Quarter 2007 

	 
	Fettercairn Phase 2 
	 33
	Target Tender date 2nd Quarter 2007 

	 
	Total 
	42 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	PART 8 APPROVED BY COUNCIL
	  SCHEME NAME
	 NUMBER OF UNITS
	 COMMENTS

	 
	Fortunestown B Phases 3 & 5
	 160
	Draft procurement plan for affordable scheme being prepared 

	 
	Knockmore House  (including 15 no. units for Barnardos)
	 96 
	 Cost Plan submitted to DoEHLG 23rd November 2006 (including 6 no. units at Donomore Avenue)

	 
	Castletymon
	 32
	 Cost Plan submitted to DoEHLG for approval on 27/02/2007

	 
	 Total 
	 288
	 

	CONCEPT / DESIGN STAGE
	  SCHEME NAME
	 NUMBER OF UNITS
	 COMMENTS

	 
	 Suncroft
	 10
	 Possible affordable option. Concept presented to ACM on 14/12/2006

	 
	 Stocking Lane
	 150
	 Concept presented to ACM in June 2006

	 
	 Swiftbrook
	 11
	 Concept presented to ACM on 8/12/2004

	 
	 Deerpark Infill
	 9
	 Concept presented to ACM on 20/11/2006

	 
	 Total
	 180
	 


 

Other potential sites are also being examined”
The report was NOTED.
T/226/07
REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PROGRAMME  2005 – 2008, 
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“The assessment of Traveller accommodation needs conducted in association with the process leading to the adoption of the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005 - 2008 indicated that there is a need to provide 215 units of Traveller-specific accommodation throughout the County during the course of the programme.  This accommodation is to cater for both immediate requirements and future family formations.

The following is the current position on developments at various stages of delivery throughout this Area Committee: 

	Scheme 
	Type and No. of Units
	Status
	Comments 

	Daletree Place 
	10 Group Houses
	Completed & Occupied
	Residents moved into houses in August 2005.

	Belgard Park 
	10 bay RCP
	Completed & Occupied
	Residents moved into houses in August 2005.

	St. Aidan’s Close

Brookfield 
	5 Group Houses 
	Completed & Occupied
	Families moved in to houses on 3rd May 2006.  

	Hazel Hill, Killinardin
	Group Houses – 5

R.C.P. – 5 Bays
	Completed & Occupied
	Residents moved into scheme in December 2006.

	Fortunestown
	10 Group Houses – 
	Completed & Occupied
	Residents moved into scheme in  Dec. 2006. 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total No. Occupied   51 


 

	Scheme
	Type and No. of Units 
	Status
	Comments 

	Stocking Lane
	10-bay RCP
	Tender
	Awaiting Tender approval by DoEH&LG

	Rathcoole
	10 GH
	Pre-part 8
	Design for revised Part 8 process for group housing being prepared


Belgard Road

Re-development - Scheduled to start construction in 2008.  Progress dependent on ITT Master Plan”.
Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.  Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Corr, J. Neville, J. Daly and C. King contributed, Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised. The report was NOTED.
T/227/07
REPORT ON REFURBISHMENT/RE-DEVELOPMENT OF EXISTING TRAVELLER ACOMMODATION AT BELGARD ROAD.
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“The members of the Area Committee at their last meeting requested that a written report on the above be prepared and submitted to this meeting of the Area Committee.

As members are aware, the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005 - 2008 provides for the refurbishment / redevelopment of the existing Belgard Road site. The Programme provides that work on the proposal should commence no later than the end of 2008. In this regard it has been indicated since the adoption of the Programme that every effort would be made to commence each scheme at the earliest possible opportunity. In this regard both the members and management have been exploring the options open to achieving this objective. It should be noted that it was also agreed that the priority in the central Tallaght area was to ensure that the new accommodation for the residents of the temporary facility at St 
Maelruans had overall priority in the Traveller Accommodation Programme and that since the final residents moved into their new accommodation last December, the entire focus of the Traveller Accommodation Unit in this area has been directed to the advancement of this project. 

As previously reported to the Area Committee, the Council has had a number of discussions with the management of Tallaght I.T. At the request of the Area Committee last year, a letter was sent to the Director requesting that progress on this scheme be expedited. Further correspondence and discussions have continued with the Institute. In the 
most recent meeting with the Institute, the County Manager personally raised the matter with the Director. The Director undertook to continue to work with the Council on this matter. The Institute have however consistently stated that their immediate priority is related to the commencement of the next phase of their capital investment programme. It was agreed however to continue to work to explore all options for the advancement of this scheme.

In this regard the Council is also examining possible wider solutions to the provision of an accommodation solution in the immediate area of the existing accommodation. In the course of a number of discussions with developers who are preparing proposals for residential developments in the immediate area, the developers were specifically requested to examine whether they could offer a solution to replace the existing development to the Council. While none of these discussions have lead to a formal offer, a number of the developers said that they would actively consider their options and would revert to the Council in due course. While there is no indication that a proposal will arise from these discussions, it is encouraging that the suggestion was not dismissed at the outset.

In the meantime contact is being maintained with the residents of the site and with the Tallaght Traveller Support Group. The matter is also reviewed at each meeting of the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee”
Following a contribution from Councillor C. King the report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a progress report would issue to a future meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Housing Business.

T/228/07
REPORT ON PROPOSED HOUSING SCHEME AT WHITESTOWN STREAM
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“As agreed with the members of the Area Committee at their meeting on 19th February 2007, an informal meeting with the members on the proposals being developed was held on 26th February 2007. While the presentation was primarily focused on the future maintenance and management of the proposed scheme and how this could be achieved through a management arrangement with a suitably qualified voluntary housing association, a preliminary concept based on the presentation made in 2006 by the then County Architect was also reviewed.

It was agreed in the course of the informal consultations that a final recommendation will be placed before today's  meeting of the Area Committee which would note the proposed maintenance and management regime; approve the involvement of the voluntary housing sector; agree the principles of the proposed scheme as outlined during the informal consultations and approve the commencement of the design process and the commencement of the consultation process with local stakeholders.

A further report will be made to the Area Committee in due course”.

Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.   The report was APPROVED:    
T/229/07
NEW WORKS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/230/07
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/231/07
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/232/07
ESTATE AGENTS & AUCTIONERS IN TALLAGHT AREA
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor K. Warren:

"That this committee discusses the widespread practice by estate agents and auctioneers to market properties for sale in the Tallaght area as investment properties as opposed to homes in the interest of attempting to stabilise many estates in the Tallaght area"
The following report which had been circulated was READ and NOTED:
“It is recommended that consideration be given to referring the matter to the Irish Auctioneers and Valuers Institute for their comments”

Councillor M. Corr requested the motion be RE-ENTERED on the Agenda for the next meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Housing Business.






ENVIRONMENT BUSINESS

T/233/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 16 – 24 inclusive, be ADOPTED and APPROVED.
T/234/07
HORSES & HORSES BOXES IN COUNCIL OWNED RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENTS
“To ask the Manager to clarify the regulations set out by the Council in relation to the keeping of horses and horse boxes in council owned residential developments and more specifically in the vicinity of Traveller 
accommodation developments, to outline what specific measures are being put in place to counteract breaches of regulations in this regard by tenants and going forward how any significant increase in this activity will be monitored?"

REPLY
Under the Control of Horses Act 1996 and the South Dublin County Council (Control of Horses) Bye Laws, the Council is empowered to perform certain functions in relation to wandering horses. These functions include the rounding up of wandering horses who are then impounded in the Council’s horse pound at Urlingford. There, the animals are examined and implanted with a microchip (if not already done) for ease of identification if required at a future date.     

 

The legislation places an onus on the owners of horses to hold a horse licence in respect of each horse. The Council requires applicants for horse licences to provide proof that they have sufficient land and shelter accommodation to keep a horse before a licence is issued. 

A horse impounded by the Council will not be released unless a horse licence is produced by the owner. In cases where the owner is unable to produce a horse licence the animal it will be sold by the pound keeper with prior Council approval.  A horse which has been seized by the Council on more than two occasions will not be returned to the owner. However if the owner of a seized horse produces a sworn affidavit that the horse will not be returned to the County and identifies with satisfactory proof,  the location of where the horse will be held, the horse will be released on payment of all fees involved. 

 

The Council provides the roundup and impounding service through its Parks Department. Calls are responded to as quickly as possible and roundups are usually carried out outside of office hours so as not to impinge on the Parks Department daily works programme. The Gardai regularly assist by being present. Parks Department staff also carry out regular monitoring throughout the County in relation to horse control. 

Residents of Traveller Accommodation sites and of Council rented houses are prohibited under the terms of their tenancy agreement with the Council from the keeping of horses on their premises. In instances where this provision is not being complied with, the matter is pursued in two ways by the Housing Department – 

 

· The matter is reported to the Environment al Services Department which will take action as outlined above 

 
· The issue is raised with the tenant as a breach of tenancy and the usual tenancy enforcement process is engaged – investigation, warnings etc which can ultimately lead to eviction. 

 

The keeping of horse boxes is not an offence under the Control of Horses Act and as a number of residents in the County do hold horse licences for horses kept at an approved location these horse boxes would be required for transport for veterinary purposes etc. 

The following is a breakdown of the figures relating to horses seized by the Council in 2006: 

Total seized: 93 

 

Released under sworn Affidavit to locate elsewhere:    29 

 

Released to approved location on purchase of Licence:  17 

Disposed of: 47 
T/235/07
KNOCKMORE AVENUE – SEWAGE PROBLEMS
"To ask the Manager to investigate problems with sewage in the vicinity of Knockmore Avenue and to report the findings to this committee at the earliest possible date?"
REPLY
The Area Engineer has examined the mains sewerage system at Knockmore Avenue and has found it to be in good working order.  He has also reported that on examination of reports of blockages over the past two years that the rate of blockages is consistent with similarly populated areas throughout the County and is not excessive.  However if there is a particular problem with any private drain this will be inspected on confirmation of exact location. 
T/236/07
GRAFFITI – KILLINARDEN ESTATE

QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr
"To ask the Manager to have graffiti removed from the back garden walls of houses in the Killinarden estate which face onto Knockmore Drive?

 

REPLY
The Council’s Graffiti Removal Squad currently have an extensive programme of work on hand. The area identified in the question will be inspected and will be listed for attention as appropriate. It should be noted 
that owners of private property are responsible for the removal of graffiti from their property. 
T/237/07
BROOKFIELD COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE

QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

"To ask the Manager to report on what measures have been put in place to address fire-setting, littering, roaming horses, and significant dumping taking place in the vicinity of the new Brookfield Community and Youth Centre - how these issues will be addressed going forward in a sustained way so that the use of this much awaited for facility will not be impacted upon negatively?"

REPLY
There is occasionally a small litter problem just outside the boundary of the new Brookfield Youth & Community Centre, which the builder cleans up, there is not a serious litter problem within the vicinity of the centre, it is more to do with the halting site opposite. 
T/238/07
OLD BELGARD ROAD – RETAIL UNITS
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

" To ask the Manager to arrange for contact  to be made with the relevant retail units on the Old Belgard Road requesting a cleanup of their sites which in many case are in a dreadful condition?."

REPLY
The Litter Warden has been requested to visit this area with a view to requesting owners of the sites in question to clean up as appropriate. 
T/239/07
DRAINS – BELGARD ROAD
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

" To ask the Manager for installation of extra drains on the Belgard Road opposite 1-3 Belgard Road as the current drainage situation is resulting in flooding at  and in resident's gardens.

REPLY
The Drainage Inspector has reported that new surface water drains have recently been installed by the Roads Maintenance Section at this location. 
T/240/07
GRAFFITI AT JUNCTION OF BANCROFT AVENUE & BANCROFT ROAD
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

" To ask the Manager to have arranged the removal of the graffiti at the junction of Bancroft Ave & Bancroft Road?."

REPLY
The graffiti in question will be removed by the Council’s Graffiti Removal Squad in the  near future. 
T/241/07
JUNK COLLECTION PROGRAMME – GARRYNISK & BELGARD CLOSE

QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

" To ask the Manager to have arranged the inclusion of Garrynisk & Belgard Close in the forthcoming Junk Collection Programme and to outline the last time that the two areas received a junk collection?."

REPLY
The estates in question last received a junk collection in 2002 and accordingly they will be included on the draft Junk Collection Schedule for 2007 which will be presented to the Committee at its April meeting. 
T/242/07
GRAFFITI  - GLENVIEW SHOPS

QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren

"To ask the Manager if the Environmental Services Department would organise to have the graffiti on the gable end of the shops at Glenview in Tallaght removed or repainted, given the proximity of houses to this commercial facility, and the need to enhance the environment in the area, and if he will make a statement on the matter"

REPLY
The Litter Warden for the area has reported that it is the responsibility of the shop owners in question to remove the graffiti from their premises and that they have been informed accordingly. 

If the Litter Warden’s requests are not responded to within a reasonable period enforcement action may be taken against the owners under the Litter Pollution Act 1997. 

 

T/243/07
REPORT ON DRAINAGE PROBLEMS IN THE MAPLEWOOD/RAHEEN AREA

The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED: 
“At the meeting of the Committee held on the 19th February 2007 it was agreed that a report would be presented at this meeting on drainage in the Maplewood/Raheen area of Tallaght.

Numerous queries have been received by the Council in relation to ongoing drainage issues in the Springfield area which includes Maplewood and Raheen. In response the Council has indicated that it will carry out some survey work in the area to establish the extent of the drainage problems. In general, where the problem areas identified are in private ownership, the Council has indicated to residents that it is not in a position to carry out any remedial works without payment for the services provided. Where problems are experienced in Council rented dwellings, they are addressed through the Housing Department of the Council. The Drainage Maintenance and Operation Section usually assists in any work involved.

In terms of drainage infrastructure the following table identifies where responsibility lies for drainage maintenance and operations.

Table 1:
Drainage Infrastructure Responsibility

	Item
	Responsibility
	

	Internal plumbing within private dwelling 
	Householder
	

	Internal plumbing within Council rented dwelling
	Council Housing department
	

	External sewerage infrastructure from the dwelling to the public main sewer where all houses are privately owned
	Each householder along the sewerage line has a shared responsibility. If the Council carries out the works there is a cost charged to each householder. (see Table 2)
	

	External sewerage infrastructure from dwelling to the public main where some of the houses are Council rented dwellings
	Privately owned houses on the sewerage line have a shared responsibility with the Council. 
	

	Main Sewer (if taken in charge)

                  (if not taken in charge)
	South Dublin County Council.

The developer.
	


Table 2: Relevant Charges for Drainage Services 2007:-

	
	
	2007 Charge

	A
	Clearance of private household drains (including combined drains)
	€180

	E
	Removal/Repair of Faulty broadstrap
	Less than 6 houses  

€750 MIN

6 houses or more

€900 MIN


The Springfield area from a drainage perspective comprises Alderwood, Ambervale, Ashgrove, Birchwood, Cairnwood, Fernwood, Lanndale, Maplewood, Raheen, Virginia Heights and Whitebrook. Each of these estate are significant in size and there have been reports of various types of problem in many of these estates.

Problems reported are generally as follows,

(i)Faulty Broadstraps

(ii)Use of 4” pipework (4” sewers serving more than 6 dwellings)

(iii)Poor gradients in some sewers

(iv)Misconnections

(v)Infiltration

The problems that arise are generally not with the main sewers. The Area Engineer and the Drainage Inspectors log all drainage problems in the area so that information can be compiled on any blackspots. 

The reported problems experienced by householders are also logged. 

Proposals

Over the coming months the Area Engineer and Drainage Inspector will visit the area to examine any blackspots on the main sewers with a view to examining what remediation measures can be proposed. It is proposed to also inspect estates in the area. This information together with the ongoing logging information and previous history data will serve to identify the significant problem areas with a view to recommending remedial measures where feasible”
Following a contribution from Councillor M. Corr, the report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the report would be available for further discussion at next months meeting of the Tallaght Area committee dealing with Environmental Services.

T/244/07
REPORT ON BIN COLLECTION IN KILMARTIN DRIVE
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“Following a dispute between the refuse collection crew and a householder from the Kilmartin Drive area, regular collections did not take place on this road for a number of weeks. 

The matter has now been resolved and regular Friday refuse collections have resumed on the road. The Council has written to the householder involved regarding the  provision of a service to him”

The report was NOTED.

T/245/07
 NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/246/07
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading
T/247/07
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading
T/248/07
MOTION NOT REACHED
Motion:  Councillor J. Hannon
"That, having regard to the growing incidence of bin tags being removed/stolen, a system be put in place that would recognise proof of purchase of the appropriate bin tag as being sufficient to enable bin to be collected in the absence of possession of the actual tag"

The Meeting concluded at 5.30 p.m.
Siniú:
______________________

Dáta:
________________

An Cathaoirleach







