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MEETING OF COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING 
Tuesday 10th April, 2007.

Headed Item No. (8)

REPORT OF THE PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS UNDER PART 8 OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 FOR THE PROPOSED REFURBISHMENT AND NEW WORKS AT ST MARKS YOUTH AND FAMILY COMMUNITY CENTRE, FETTERCAIRN, TALLAGHT.

At a meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee (1) held on 15th January 2007 it was agreed to proceed with a public consultation process for the proposed refurbishment and new works at St Marks Youth and Family Community Centre, Fettercairn, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 prescribes the requirements in respect of certain classes of proposed Local Authority Developments. The Regulations apply to the proposed works involved in the refurbishment of St Marks Youth and Family Community Centre, Fettercairn.

St. Mark’s Youth Club was formed by a number of concerned parents who were socially aware of the challenges facing young people in a new built environment with no facilities.  Initially the club operated from peoples houses and used the local streetscape and the nearby hills as free amenities.  Young persons most at risk were targeted and encouraged to engage.  An informal network of leaders developed, who gave their time and energies through the club to the local community. 

A site at Fettercairn House, which was at that time a Park’s depot, became available in the early 80’s and together with a grant of 30,000 from Dublin County Council an ambitious programme was embarked upon.  The site consisted of a semi derelict original farmhouse with some sheds and an old corrugated roof barn.  Work immediately commenced on securing the site and a new slate roof and basic repairs were carried out in the house.  A playschool was established in the one good room and an open fire was the primary source of heating.  The barn was repaired and an extension wing was built.  Much of the work was carried out by volunteers.  The uniqueness of the site was quickly identified and research was carried out to identify ways of maximising the value of the site.  At this time the first urban farm in the County was established. 
The facility places a crucial value on the urban farm and all that is associated with it. A major refurbishment of the old farm house was carried out in 2001 with funding from SDCC, YPFSF and credit union loans.  This work saved the house for generations to come and now accommodates 55 preschool positions. In the evening it provides passive space for youth activities.  
It was also recognised that a group of young people with serious behavioural issues were beyond the sphere of positive influence which the voluntary leaders could deliver.  At about the same time a request for accommodation for a pilot youth diversion project was received and the club recognised that this at risk group required professional help.  The Deonach Probation Project became a tenant and has gone on to deliver a valuable service to the local community over the last 10 years.  They have now relocated to a purpose built facility in the village.  A request for assistance was also received from the Rudolf Steiner Preschool.  The club assisted them by providing space for a number of years which allowed them to get established and they now have permanent premises at Ard Mor.  

Over the years however the “Barn” has fallen into disrepair and is now no longer suitable to accommodate many activities.  It requires major refurbishment with a substantial financial outlay.
The Childhood Development Initiative (CDI) has now been identified as a compatible organisation which requires quality accommodation for the management of the project in the Tallaght West area.  The opportunity now exists to provide for their needs and at the same time provide an enhanced facility for St. Mark’s.  The centre has a history of assisting players whose focus is on youth.  The CDI would be a welcome  resource to our community. 

The Childhood Development Initiative which has full support of this Council has indicated its willingness to occupy an amount of office space within the refurbished facility as its base in the delivery of its service.

The CDI began as a planning initiative in 2003 to support better outcomes for children in Tallaght West.  A consortium of 23 members representing community leaders, residents and professionals working in Tallaght West developed the outcomes-focused 10-year strategy A Place for Children. Tallaght West, which was launched by the Taoiseach in late 2005.  Based on this long-term strategy, a detailed implementation Plan has been agreed for 2007-2011, and at a recent launch of the Plan , The Taoiseach with the Minister for Children and  Atlantic Philanthropies announced an investment of up to €15million for the first five years. 



OUTCOMES-FOCUSED

For the children of Tallaght West
Better health, Improved learning and achieving, 

Increased safety and sense of belonging.

For all of Tallaght West
Better integration, Joined-up county systems,
Tallaght West acknowledged as a safe and healthy place for children and families.

The CDI is now a limited company with Dr Katherine Zappone as Chair of the Board of Directors. The Board will be strongly linked to the South Dublin County Development Board through a new childhood strategy management committee.  A community representative forum will also support the CDI Board, as well as an executive staff led by the CEO who is now being recruited
The proposed works at St Marks Youth and Family centre, its environs and location will greatly compliment the work undertaken by CDI.

The new building will have the capacity to accommodate an enhanced programme for Young People.  Anecdotal evidence suggests that there is a market for a teen breakfast club in the mornings.  There are over 500 students in St. Mark’s school adjacent to the facility. A suitable passive area to provide for tuition / grinds in a friendly safe zone, outside the school is also under consideration.  The new hall will provide for an indoor play area for the preschool children in the mornings. 

Capacity will also exist to facilitate local adult/ senior groups during school hours. Immediately after school there are several clubs which currently operate on site.  With the support of a new office within the building they will be able to enhance their programmes. The new configuration will allow for dual usage and provide accommodation for new groups.  It is expected that the centre will also host a dedicated dance space.  
CONSULTATION PROCESS:

The proposed works which will involve the addition of two reception areas and a new additional entrance, creation of office space, meeting and activity rooms, kitchen space, works to roof to provide natural light to the facility, refurbishment of the hall, car parking layout and ancillary landscaping works,
were advertised in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, in the Irish Independent on Friday, 19th January, 2007 and the Tallaght Echo Thursday 25th January 2007. 

The scheme went on public display from Friday 23rd February, 2007 to Friday 23rd March, 2007 at: 

· The offices of South Dublin County Council, County Hall, Tallaght, 

The closing date for receipt of submissions was Friday 6th April, 2007.
There were no submissions made during this period.

As the proposed works are consistent with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area and the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004 – 2010, it is recommended to proceed with the proposed works as advertised.
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