COMHAIRLE CONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 12th March 2007


	PRESENT


	Councillors
	Councillors

	Ardagh, M.
	Lahart, J.

	Corr, M.
	Laing, S.

	Cullen, G.
	Maloney, E.

	Daly, J.
	McDermott, T.

	Dowds, R.
	Murphy, M.

	Gilligan, T.
	O’Conchúir, S.

	Gogarty, B.
	O’Connell, G.

	Hannon, J.
	Ridge, T.

	Jones, C.
	Tuffy, E.

	Keane, C.
	Walsh, E.

	Keating, D.
	Warren, K.

	
	


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan

	Directors / Heads of Function
	T. Doherty, P. Smith, P. Poole, F. Coffey, J. Walsh, M. Pyne

	Senior Executive Officers
	G. Keogh, B. Coman, M. Judge, E. Cunningham, P. Murphy, J. Quinlivan, M. O’Shaughnessy, H. Hogan

	Financial Management Accountant
	P. McLoughlin

	Senior Planner
	M. Kenny

	Senior Architect
	E. Conroy

	Administrative Officer
	P. McNamara

	A/Administrative Officer
	U. Donnellan

	A/Senior Staff Officer
	T. Fallon

	A/ Assistant Staff Officer
	M. Dunne

	Clerical Officer
	D. Crowe

	IT Support
	C. Whelan


Apologies for inability to attend were received from Councillors M. Daly, C. King, J. Neville and A. White.  
The Mayor, Councillor E. Maloney presided.
(C/0075/07)
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES
a) Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 12th February 2007 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.

(C/0076/07) 
TERENURE /RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 6TH FEBRUARY 2007 DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
(C/0077/07) 
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 13TH FEBRUARY 2007 DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - GRANTS), PARKS, ENVIRONMENT AND HOUSING
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Application for grant under the Council’s Arts Grants Scheme have been received from the organisation listed below.  Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount

€

	AGF 561
	Templeogue Orchestral Performance Summer School
	Grant towards a classical concert performance
	5/1/07
	€600


It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott, seconded by Councillor S. Laing and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grant as recommended in the foregoing report.”
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor  T. McDermott and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2) 13th February 2007 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
(C/0078/07) TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 19TH FEBRUARY 2007
DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - GRANTS) AND HOUSING
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Application for Grants

Applications for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below.  Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.
	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	GF 1518
	Rathcoole Twirlers
	Volunteer Training Grant
	05/01/07
	€750

	GF 1520
	Rathcoole Twirlers
	Running Costs Grant
	05/01/07
	€200

	GF 1529
	Busy Bees Preschool
	Start Up Costs for Community Group
	16/01/07
	€500

	GF 1512
	Glenanne,
	Equipment Grant
	28/11/06
	€3,000

	GF 1524
	Rathcoole Active Retirement Association
	Start Up Costs for Community Group
	15/01/07
	€500

	GF 1526
	Rathcoole Active Retirement Association
	Equipment Grant
	15/01/07
	€2,800

	GF 1523
	Jobstown Community Centre,
	Equipment Grant
	11/01/07
	€3,000

	GF 1513
	Tallaght Travellers Youth Service
	Research Publication
	11/12/06
	€500

	GF 1506
	Brookview United Football Club
	Equipment Grant
	23/11/06
	€2,782

	GF 1527
	Phoenix Youth Band
	Equipment Grant
	16/01/07
	€3,000

	GF 1522
	Castleview Ladies Club
	Equipment Grant
	11/01/07
	€1,029.81


A contribution is being made to the following group

	Group
	Type of Application
	Amount



	Tallaght Youth Band
	Contribution
	€1,000

	Tallaght Partnership
	Contribution towards hosting “Tallaght Adult Learners Fair”
	€2,000


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Applications for grants under the Council’s Arts Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below.  Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, are recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount

€

	AGF 563
	Tallaght Photographic Society
	Grant towards an Exhibition and competition
	11/1/07
	€700

	AGF 564
	The Phoenix Youth Band
	Grant towards the hosting of a competitive event
	16/1/07
	€500


It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants as recommended in the foregoing report”
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor  J. Hannon and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee (1) 19th February 2007 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

(C/0079/07) 
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 26TH FEBRUARY 2007 
DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
(C/0080/07) 
LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 20TH FEBRUARY 2007
DEALING WITH DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, CORPORATE SERVICES AND ROADS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
(C/0081/07)
 LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 27TH FEBRUARY 2007
DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - GRANTS) AND HOUSING
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Application for Grants

Applications for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below.  Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.
	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	GF 1541
	Lucan St. Patricks Day Parade
	Countywide Community Activity Event with a Countywide Interest
	12/02/07
	€3,000

	GF 1546
	The Get Ahead Club Ltd.,
	Equipment Grant
	20/02/07
	€3,000

	GF 1533
	Eskerwood Residents Association
	Start Up Costs
	24/01/07
	€500

	GF 1502
	Clondalkin Volunteer Centre
	Equipment Grant
	09/11/06
	€1,400

	GF 1517
	St. Mary’s Centre, Lucan
	Equipment Grant
	09/01/07
	€3,000

	GF 1498
	North Clondalkin Community Games


	Start Up Costs
	27/10/06
	€500

	GF 1507
	Somali Youth Association of Ireland
	Equipment Grant
	23/11/06
	€500


A contribution is being made to the following group

	Group
	Type of Application
	Amount



	Clondalkin Athletics Club
	Contribution towards juvenile cross country
	€600


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Applications for grants under the Council’s Arts Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below.  Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, are recommended for approval.

	Ref
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount

€

	AGF 562
	The Get Ahead Club, Neilstown
	Grant towards an arts development 
programme
	11/1/07
	€3,840

	AGF 565
	Archbishop Ryan’s Senior and Junior Schools
	Grant towards the cost of arts workshops
	17/1/07
	€1,000

	AGF 568
	Palmerstown Art Group
	Grant towards an annual exhibition
	14/2/07
	€500


It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds and seconded by Counillor 

B. Gogarty and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grants as recommended in the foregoing report”
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2) 27th February 2007 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

(C/0082/07) 
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0083/07) 
ENVIRONMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE (i) REPORT OF  MEETING 7th FEBRUARY 2007, (ii) MINUTES OF MEETING 8TH NOVEMBER 2006
The reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

(i)“Report of the meeting of the Environment Strategic Policy Committee held on Wednesday 7th February 2007
The Environment Strategic Policy Committee met on Wednesday 7th February 2007.

Reports were considered on the following issues:

1.
Waste Management (End of Life Vehicle) Regulations 2006


A report on the implementation of the above Regulations was circulated in advance of the meeting. At the meeting, a presentation was made by Mr. Michael Coleman, Senior Executive Officer, following which he and Dermot Finch Senior Engineer responded to the Committee members queries. The report was noted.

2.   
Report on Sustainability (standing item)
A progress report was circulated at the meeting and a presentation was made by Ms Maire  Ni Dhomhnaill, Environmental Awareness Officer. It was agreed that the Director of Roads and Transportation be requested to consider the use of sustainable materials in the footpath programme which is currently being prepared. Ms M Pyne, Director, undertook to refer the request to the Director of Roads and Transportation for consideration.

3.       Report on Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) of the Greater Dublin Strategic Drainage Study (GDSDS) Strategy
A report on the background to, and the procedure for, a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) in relation to the GDSDS Strategy was circulated in advance of the meeting. At the meeting, the consultants appointed to carry out the SEA gave a presentation on the background to the SEA and also the procedure to be followed. A brief discussion took place regarding the implications of the Strategy for SDCC. The SEA process includes a consultation phase, during which further consideration by the SPC will be arranged.   

4. Membership Issues
The Community Platform had recently nominated a new member to the Committee, Mr Ollie Murphy from Tallaght Welfare Society. Following an invitation from the SPC Chair (and pending the formal acceptance of the nomination at an O&P meeting) Mr Murphy attended as an observer and was welcomed to the Committee by the Chair, Cllr McDermott.”  


The report was NOTED.

(ii) Minutes of Meeting held 8th November 2006

“Minutes of the Environment Strategic Policy Committee Held on 8th November 2006
Present:-

Elected Members:
Cllr. T. McDermott





Cllr. G. O’Connell





Cllr. S. Laing





Cllr. E. Walsh





Cllr. C. King

Sectoral Interests:
Ms C. Kiernan





Mr. B. Buckley

Council Officials:
Ms M Pyne, Director of Services.





Mr M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer

Ms M. Ni Dhomhnaill, Environmental Awareness -Officer





Mr. T. Moyne, Senior Engineer





Mr. J. Kearney, Senior Executive Engineer





Ms M. Hand, Assistant Staff Officer Assigned



Apologies:

Cllr. K. Warren





Cllr. E. Maloney

Cllr. J. Lahart 

Cllr. M. Corr

Guests: 

Bob Cullen, Repak





Declan Martin, Repak





Liam Maloney, Repak

An Cathaoirleach Cllr. T. McDermott presided.

A minutes silence was observed at the start of the meeting as a mark of respect for the late Professor Val Rice. 

ENV/SPC/21/06
Adoption of Minutes

The minutes of the meeting of 6th September 2006 were proposed by Cllr. T. McDermott, seconded by Cllr. C. King and ADOPTED.

ENV/SPC/22/06
Presentation by Repak 

The following report was circulated at the meeting. 

..\NOV 06\Item 2-Repak Presentation Nov 06.ppt
Representatives of Repak (the industry body promoting Packaging and Recycling) gave a Powerpoint Presentation to the committee.  Following discussion on the matters raised, the issues were NOTED.
ENV/SPC/23/06
Report on Water Services Assessment of Needs
The following report had been circulated in advance of the meeting.  

“The Draft Assessment of Needs 2007-2014 was presented to the Environment Strategic Policy Committee at its meeting on 6th September, 2006 .As outlined in the report to the Committee, submissions were invited by public advertisement in the national press on 12th September 2006. The document was available for inspection at the Council offices and also on the Council’s web site.  The closing date for written submissions was 13th October 2006.

Only one submission was received, and that was from the Recorders Residents Association, Whitehall Road, Terenure, Dublin 12. The issues raised in the submission can be summarised as follows:

1. To bring forward the date for the extension of the Rathmines/Pembroke sewer.

2. To attend to minor improvements to the surface water drainage immediately.

3. To immediately address the issue of holding water back at Tymon Park.

4. To investigate an Electronic Warning System on the sewer screens.

5. To instigate a moratorium on all infill development until such time as a fully operational drainage system is in place.

6. To introduce a grant system to help with the cost of replacing lead water service pipes.

The contents of the submission have been noted and it will be attached to the Council’s Assessment of Needs 2007-2014 which will be submitted to the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government (DEHLG) following the November SPC meeting.

In relation to this submission, the Council recognises the flooding problem in the Whitehall Road area and in the Draft Assessment of Needs three schemes are proposed that will alleviate the flooding problem.  In the schedule of Proposed Works 2007-2009 the Whitehall Road Flood Alleviation Scheme is proposed at an estimated cost of €700,000.  In the longer term the extension of the proposed city sewer at Harolds Cross to Whitehall Road and the Poddle River Improvement Scheme are included in the Assessment of Needs 2010-2014 at a total estimated cost of €28.7 million.

At present there are no grants available to water users for the replacement of lead service pipes.  Water quality is tested at the users taps on an ongoing basis and the results to date indicate that the water quality is excellent and satisfies the current EU Drinking Water Directive.

Following discussion at the SPC meeting, it is proposed to submit the Draft Assessment of Needs to the DEHLG along with the submission from the Recorders Residents Association.”

..\NOV 06\Item 3 - report on Water Services Investment Programme.doc
The report was NOTED and the submission will now be made to the Deparmtent of Environment Heritage and Local Government.

ENV/SPC/24/06
Report on Sustainability and Plans for next steps

The following report was circulated in advance of the meeting.

“Following the presentation of a report on Sustainable Energy   to the September meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee, it was agreed that a report would be prepared for next meeting on how to progress the Sustainability Action outlined in the County Strategy Implementation Report  (Priority Action 22 ) which is “ To  Develop understanding and promote the organisational role in relation to environmental sustainability through the establishment of effective structures for collaboration across and between organisations, businesses, local communities and young people”.

In order to progress this action, which has an overall target of creating an environmentally sustainable county, it is proposed to discuss at the November meeting issues such as - 

(a) What is the best way to engage with the various agencies and organisations represented on the County Development Board ?

(b) What should the Terms of Reference be for this broad action? 

(c) What are the next steps by which the SPC can progress?

 Also for consideration are issues such as timeframe, objectives and supports required.”

Item 4- Sustainability Nov06 (2).doc
Following contributions from Cllr. T. McDermott and Mr. B. Buckley, M. Ni’Dhomhnaill responded to matter raised.  It was PROPOSED and AGREED that a “Working Group for Best Practices” be set up to look at matters raised in creating an environmentally sustainable county, and to advance the County Strategy Action.  

ENV/SPC/25/06
Report on Anti-Social Policy

The following report was circulated in advance of the meeting.

“At the meeting of the Committee held on the 3rd May 2006 a report on Anti Social Behaviour Policy was circulated.   It was agreed to refer the report to the next meeting of the Committee for further discussion and consideration.  At the meeting of the Committee held on the 6th September 2006 it was noted that a report would be presented to the November meeting.

The Environment Strategic Policy Committee has an important role to play in providing input into policies dealing with anti-social behaviour, in relation to environmental issues.
Role of Environmental Services Department

The role of the Environmental Services Department in endeavouring to put those policies into operation, is focussed on Environmental Awareness, Education and Enforcement. This is done on a county wide basis.

Awareness and Education

The Environmental Services Department promotes awareness and education on environmental issues such as littering, graffiti etc. through the Green Schools Programme, the Beautiful South Dublin County annual competition, Pride of Place promotion, Eco Week, National Spring Clean promotion, Workshops on composting and waste management.  

In addition to their enforcement work the Council’s six Litter Wardens also provide practical support to assist local communities in keeping their areas free from litter and graffiti. 

A special graffiti crew has been employed by the Council on a pilot basis to counter the problem of graffiti in various locations throughout the County.

Enforcement

The Environmental Services Department is charged with the enforcement of the various statutory codes which have been enacted both at Government and EU level to ensure that we all can live in a clean and health environment.  These codes cover the following main areas;

· Waste Management

· Litter Control

· Drainage and Water Supply

· Air and Water Pollution

· Control of Horses and Dogs

It is also important that residents and householders recognise that it is up to all of us to challenge the anti social behaviour which is dumping and littering.

A number of Council Departments, whose activities come within the remit of other Strategic Policy Committees, play important roles in efforts to minimise anti-social behaviour viz;

Housing: An Anti-Social Behaviour Policy was adopted by the Housing Strategic Policy Committee and was approved by the Council in January 2005.  The policy was developed to created and sustain a safe and peaceful living environment for the tenants of South Dublin County Council.  The Housing Departments Estate Management Unit also covers a wide brief of good estate management policy which contributes to a better living environment for tenants.

Community:
Through the Community Grants Scheme operated by the Community Services Department, the Council provides incentives through grant aid for residents groups to enhance their local environment and to promote Arts and Cultural events locally. Such grant aid contributes to the creation of a positive image of and pride in local areas.

The Community Department develops and assists with management support, a number of Community Centres throughout the County.  These Centres provide a focal point for many activities including youth activities.

Two new ‘state of the art’ swimming pools are at an advanced stage of development at Tallaght and Clondalkin.

Parks: The Parks Department provides and maintains in the region of 150 playing pitches which are used by thousands of young people on a weekly basis.  It also assists local clubs in the development of dressing room facilities.  A ‘pay as you play’ public golf course has also been developed at Grange Castle. Clondalkin.

Roads:The Roads Department has provided traffic management systems throughout the County.  These are designed to minimise the speed of traffic through local areas which contributes to road safety in these areas.

Multi Agency approach

The problem of anti-social behaviour is also a multi agency responsibility involving Government Departments, the Gardai, the County Council, the Vocational Educational Committee, Drugs Task Force Committees etc.”

Following contributions from Cllr. T. McDermott, Cllr. S. Laing and Cllr. C. King, M. Pyne and M. Coleman responded to the matters raised and report was NOTED.
ENV/SPC/26/06 
Waste Management Plan Implementation

The following report was circulated at the meeting.

Waste Management Plan Update.ppt
A Powerpoint Presentation of the report was made by M. Pyne, in which she outlined progress to date in relation to the various objectives of the Waste Management Plan for the Dublin Region.

Following contributions from Cllr. T. McDermott, Cllr. C. King, Cllr. S. Laing and Cllr. G. O’Connell, M.Pyne responded to the matters raised and it was PROPOSED and AGREED that a report on “End of Life Vehicle Regulations” would be presented to the next meeting.

ENV/SPC/27/06
 Membership Issues

Membership Issues were discussed.  Following contributions from Cllr. T. McDermott, Cllr. S. Laing, Mr. B. Buckley, Ms. C. Kiernan and Ms. M. Pyne it was AGREED to progress the replacement of current vacancies.”
The Minutes were NOTED.

(C/0084/07)
HOUSING AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE (i) REPORT OF MEETING HELD ON 15TH February 2007 (ii) MINUTES OF MEETING 7TH SEPTEMBER 2007
The reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

(i) Report of Meeting held on 15th February 2007

“Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee Report Of Meeting Of 15th February, 2007
PRESENT:

Members:



Council Officials:
Cllr. M. Corr (Chair)


P. Poole


Director of Housing

Cllr. R. Dowds



J. Quinlivan
       Senior Executive  Officer 
Cllr. T. Gilligan



M. O’Shaughnessy     Senior Executive Officer

Cllr. C. King



C. Ward


Administrative Officer

Cllr. T. Ridge



J. Kelly


Senior Staff Officer 

Cllr. M. Ardagh




Mr. Roderick Smith

Community Forum

Ms. Betty Tyrrell-Collard

Trade Union

*Mr. Geoff Corcoran,

Tallaght Homeless Advice Unit

Mr. Corcoran attended as an observer as he is awaiting confirmation of acceptance of nomination from the Council.

The minutes of the previous meeting were confirmed.
The SPC was advised that the Minister for Housing and Urban Renewal had approved the Council’s proposed Scheme of Letting Priorities on 20th December 2006.  Arrangement will now be made to put the scheme into operation and Members will be invited to a workshop to explain the differences in the operation of the scheme.

Additions to Affordable Housing Scheme

The Affordable Housing Initiative through the Affordable Housing Partnership announced a new stream of affordable units.  113 are in South Dublin.  The income levels to avail of these units has been raised by the AHP and in order for South Dublin County Council to process the applications the Council Scheme would also have to raise its income limits.  The SPC recommends that the Council increase the affordable limits for these units.  “That this SPC recommend that the affordable housing scheme be amended to accommodate a new stream of affordable housing which is made available through the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government – the income limits to read between €45,000 and €58,000 (previously €56,000) for a single applicant and €75,000 as joint applicants.”

Anti-Social Behaviour Study Trip Report

A report was provided and discussion followed on the study trip to Manchester made by the Members.  A number of questions were posed on how the benefit could translate to South Dublin and it was agreed to set up a small sub-committee to consider the implications.

Review of Tenancy Agreements

The sub-group on the review is continuing to meet and legal advice is needed before presenting a final report.

Joint Meeting with Planning and Development SPC

A suggestion for a workshop is to be passed to the Planning and Development SPC to enable a discussion on management companies to be held.

Request for Review of Affordable Housing Strategy

A paper was presented outlining the rationale behind the 15%.  It was agreed that following a review of the Regional Planning Guidelines the 15% would also be reviewed in the light of the new findings.

Tenant Purchase Prices vs Affordable Housing Purchases

Following a request for the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting a review was undertaken.  It was noted that the average price paid for a tenant purchase property in 2006 was €132,000 and therefore the gap was a perceived gap.  It was agreed that there would be a publicity initiative informing tenants of the benefits of tenant purchasing.”
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee 15th February 2007 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

(ii) Minutes of Meeting held on 7th September 2006

            “Minutes of the Meeting of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy committee meeting held on Thursday 7th September, 2006
PRESENT:

Members:



Council Officials:
Cllr. M. Corr (Chair)

P. Poole

Director of Housing

Cllr. R. Dowds


M. Fagan
Senior Executive Officer

Cllr. T. Gilligan


J. Quinlivan
Senior Executive Officer

Cllr. J. Hannon


C. Ward

Administrative Officer

Cllr. C. King


B. Hynes
Administrative Officer

Cllr. E. Maloney


L. Hannon
Assistant Staff Officer

Cllr. T. Ridge

Cllr. M. Ardagh

Cllr. R. Dowds

Cllr. J. Hannon

Cllr. T .Gilligan

Mr. Roderick Smith

Community Forum

Ms. Betty Tyrrell-Collard

Trade Union

Dr. Derval Howley

Director of the Homeless Agency

Mr. Simon Brook

Independent Housing Advisor

H-I(1)
Minutes

The minutes of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 4th May, 2006, were proposed by Councillor R. Dowds and seconded by Councillor C. King.

H-I(2)
Matters Arising

Councillor M. Corr welcomed Betty Tyrell-Collard to the SPC.  Betty replaced Margaret Deaton who retired.

A minutes silence was held as a mark of respect to Councillor Fintan McCarthy who passed away last month.

H-I(3)
Chairpersons Business

Joint SPC meeting with Planning & Development Strategic Policy Committee request.

The SPC agreed that a joint meeting with the Planning & Development Strategic Policy Committee would be sought in order to discuss the issue of management committees.

H-I(4)
Homeless Agency - Draft Homeless Action Plan 2007 - 2010

Councillor M. Corr welcomed Dr. Derval Howley Director of the Homeless Agency and Mr. Simon Brook to the SPC meeting.  Councillor M. Corr then invited Dr. Howley to give a presentation.

Dr. Howley gave a presentation on the Draft Homeless Action Plan 2007 - 2010 to the SPC.

All the Councillors and Mr. R. Smyth thanked Dr. Howley for her informative presentation.

Following a discussion to which Councillors R. Dowd, T. Ridge, M. Ardagh, C. King, M. Corr, and Community Forum Representative R. Smyth contributed, 

Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Corr, T. Gilligan and M. Ardagh, T. Ridge, R. Dowds, M. Ardagh, C. King, E. Maloney and Community Forum representative R. Smyth contributed, Dr. Howley responded to queries raised.

It was AGREED "That the Housing & Social Development SPC recommend that the Council approve the new Dublin Homeless Action plan 2007 - 2010."

H-I(5)
Report on Review of Tenancy Agreements


Due to time constraints it was AGREED that this report would be NOT MOVED.

H-I(6)
Mid Term Review of Social and Affordable Housing Action Plan 2004 - 2008


This report was NOTED.

H-I(7)
Anti-Social Behaviour - Study Trip Report


Due to time constraints it was AGREED that this item would be put onto the Agenda of the next meeting of the Housing & Social Development SPC.

H-I(8)
Rental Accommodation Scheme


Mr. M. Fagan, Senior Executive Officer, gave a comprehensive synopsis of the following two RAS reports 'Standards in RAS accommodation' and 'RAS and ASB.' 


Following a discussion to which Councillors T. Gilligan, R. Dowds, C. King, M. Ardagh, and T. Ridge contributed, Mr. M. Fagan responded to queries raised.  All Councillors involved in the discussion thanked Mr. M. Fagan for his reports.

H-I(9)
Annual Housing Practitioners’ Conference 2006

“Building Sustainable Communities” 28 - 29 September, 2006


This item was NOTED.
Cor(1)
Correspondence - Letter from Office of the Minister for Housing &

Urban Renewal in response to motion passed on 02/02/2006”


This item was NOTED.

The meeting concluded at 7.00 p.m.

______________________


Date:_____________________

Chairperson

Councillor M. Corr”
The Minutes were NOTED.

(C/0085/07)
ARTS, CULTURE, GAEILGE, EDUCATION & LIBRARIES STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE (i) REPORT OF MEETING HELD  19TH FEBRUARY 2007  (ii) MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 14TH DECEMBER 2006
The reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

(i) Report of Meeting held on 19th February 2007

“Report of Arts, Culture, An Gaeilge, Education & LibrariesStrategic Policy Committee

Held on 19th February 2007 in the Council Chamber

Attendance

Members                     


Officials

Cllr J Hannon

Cllr M Ardagh


P Smith, Director of Community Services

Cllr G Cullen                             B. Coman, Senior Executive Officer

Cllr C Keane


Ian Stobbart, County Librarian

Cllr J Neville                             Aoileann Ni   Irish Officer

Cllr S O’Connor

Cllr G O’Connell

Cllr J Lahart

Cllr C Jones




B O Gaibhin                   



J Fay                                              

An Cathaoirleach Cllr. J. Hannon presided.

1. Minutes of meeting of 28th September 2006 & report of 14th December - Proposed by Cllr M. Ardagh and seconded by J. Fay and agreed.

2. Matters Arising – Agreed that any matters arising were on agenda for the meeting.
3. Farmers Market - Update

An update report on progress was given by P. Smith and B. Coman to the meeting and reported the advances that had been made in securing a Manager of the proposed market to be located at High Street Tallaght and that it was proposed to begin the Market on Friday 16th March 2007 with operating hours of 10am to 4pm.

Following a debate on a number of relative matters to which Cllrs J. Hannon, C. Keane, M. Ardagh, J. Lahart, C. Jones and J. Fay contributed the report was welcomed as a success for the Committee and it was agreed to progress as reported and an interim report after 3 months of operation be provided at a future meeting.

Report
4. Arts Centre update

A report on progress in relation to this report was given to the meeting which indicated that the main contract was signed on Friday 9th February with Townlink Ltd and construction started on Monday 19th February 2007 with a 15 month construction period.

Progress was welcomed and following a debate to which Cllrs J Hannon, M Ardagh, C Keane, G O’Connell, and J Fay and B O Gabhin contributed the report was agreed and further agreed that a future report be presented to the committee on Supporting Community Drama.

Report
6. Appointments to In Context 3 Per Cent for Art Programme

A presentation was available to the meeting on the programme and selection of artists which were officially launched on 6th December 2006.

It was agreed to defer this item to the next meeting having regard to the agenda items to be dealt with.

7. Library – 5 Year Development Plan

Ian Stobbart outlined the process and consultation that will be involved in the review. Following a discussion to which Cllrs S. O’Connor, C. Keane, G. Cullen, G. O’Connell and J. Hannon contributed the presentation was noted.

8. Presentation by Irish Officer Aoileann Nic Dhonnacha on “The Irish Language scheme of  SDCC”
Aoilleann ni Dhonncha presented the Irish Language Scheme for South Dublin County Council – Sceim na Gaeilge.”
Following debate to which Cllrs M Ardagh, S. O’Connor, C. Keane, G. O’Connell and J. Hannon and B O Gaibhin contributed the report was noted 

The meeting then ended at 7.20pm”
The report was NOTED.
(ii) 
Minutes of Meeting held 14th December 2006

“Minute of Arts, Culture, An Gaeilge, Education & LibrariesStrategic Policy Committee Held on 14th December 2006 in the Council Chamber
Attendance

Members                     


Officials

Cllr C Keane

                         P Smith, Director of Community Services

Cllr G O’Connell

Cllr S O’Connor                                
B. Coman, Senior Executive Officer





              
O Scannell, Arts Officer

APOLOGIES

Cllr J. Hannon 

Cllr J Lahart

Cllr J Neville                                  

B O Gabhin                   



J Fay   

1.
As a quorum was not present and after 30 minutes from the agreed starting time in accordance with the Standing Orders for meetings of Strategic Policy Committees the meeting stood adjourned following debate on the circulated Arts Centre and Farmers Market Report to the meeting. Other Reports circulated to meeting were also referred to.”
The Minutes were NOTED.

(C/0086/07) 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (INCLUDING PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT) STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE (i) REPORT OF MEETING HELD ON 21ST FEBRUARY 2007  (ii) MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 22ND NOVEMBER 2006
The reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

(i) Report of Meeting held on 21st February 2007

“REPORT OF MEETING OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE HELD on 21st February 2007
Present:

Councillors                                   Sectoral Representatives

                          





Billy Gogarty



Justin Byrne

Eamon Maloney



Jim Fay

Joe Neville








Shane O’Connor 

Eamon Tuffy                                   

                                                         

Apologies for inability to attend were received from Mr Noel O’Connor. 

Councillor E. Tuffy, Strategic Policy Committee Chairperson, presided. 

Officials present:

Jim Walsh, Director of Economic Development

Tom Doherty, Director of Planning

Paul Hogan, Senior Planner, Planning

Martin Judge, Senior Executive Officer,

Patricia Devlin, Senior Executive Planner

Karen Kenny, Executive Planner

Stephen Rhys Thomas, Executive Planner

Anne Hyland, Senior Executive Planner

Colin Ryan, Senior Planner

1. Sub Committee on Policy on maintaining existing residential Cul-De-Sacs. 

Patricia Devlin presented a report from the meeting of the sub-committee. A final report will be presented to the May SPC.

2. Sub Committee on Consideration of Planning Policy Initiatives to ameliorate anti-social behaviour in new and existing developments.

As this sub-committee did not meet since the last SPC meeting, Cllr Tuffy indicated that the next meeting of both sub-committees will deal exclusively with this matter.

3. House Extension Design Guide

Paul Hogan made a presentation to the members and asked for comments before end of March.

4. Framework for equipped play areas in new developments

Karen Kenny made a presentation to the members.

5. Sustainable Urban Housing:Design Standards for Apartments Consultation Draft Guidelines for Planning Authorities

Stephen Rhys Thomas made a presentation to the members and advised that comments could be made to the Department of Environment, Heritage, and Local Government  before 5th March.
6. Update on Grange Castle Business Park

Jim Walsh presented a report to the members.”
The report was NOTED.
(ii) 
Minutes of Meeting held 22nd November 2006

“MINUTES OF MEETING OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE HELD on 22 November 2006

Present:

Councillors                                   Sectoral Representatives

                          





Trevor Gilligan

Billy Gogarty



Justin Byrne

Cáit Keane 



Jim Fay

Joe Neville



Deirdre Mooney





Shane O’Connor 

Eamon Tuffy                                   

                                                         

Apology for inability to attend was received from Cllr Robert Dowds and Noel O’Connor.

Councillor E. Tuffy, Strategic Policy Committee Chairperson, presided. 

Officials present:

Jim Walsh, Director of Economic Development

Tom Doherty, Director of Planning

Frank Nevin, Senior Executive Officer,

Paul Hogan, Senior Planner, Planning

Fionnuala Lennon, Senior Executive Planner.

Martin Judge, Senior Executive Officer,

Anne Reilly, Assistant Staff Officer

ITEM 1: Minutes

Minutes of meeting of 20th September 2006, which had been circulated, were proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor C. Keane and APPROVED as a true record and signed. 
ITEMS 2 & 3: Update on Liffey Valley and Balgaddy Masterplan & SDZ

Report:

Briefing on Balgaddy – Clonburris SDZ & Liffey Valley Centre
Paul Hogan and Fionnuala Lennon presented the report to the members and outlined the proposals therein. The members were updated on progress on the Balgaddy SDZ & the proposed Metro line.

There followed a discussion with contributions from E. Tuffy, S. O’Connor, C Keane, J. Byrne, J. Fay & D. Mooney. 

P. Hogan & F. Lennon responded to members queries.

ITEM 4 : Further issues for SPC.

J. Walsh outlined the role of SPC and requested that members submit matters for consideration appropriate to the Economic Development and Planning SPC.

ITEM 5: Update from Sub Committee on Policy on maintaining existing residential Cul-De-Sacs. 

ITEM 6 : Update from Anti-Social Behaviour Sub-Committee.

Eamon Tuffy, Chairman, indicated that he proposed to take the two items together as the committees had met in tandem. He paid tribute to the contribution made by Siobhan Duff and Patricia Devlin to the work of the Committee and outlined the discussions held. He indicated that the committees would meet again after Christmas and invited any members to join the Committee.

Item 5 Report:

“Committee Members Present:

10th October 2006 3.30pm to 5.00pm

Cllr. Eamon Tuffy (Chair of Sub Committee)

Cllr Joe Neville 

Justin Byrne, Community Representative

Noel O’Connor (CIF)

Apologies: Cllr Cait Keene

Officials present:

Siobhan Duff, Senior Executive Planner 

Patricia Devlin, Senior Executive Planner

1. Process

Members agreed to ‘Terms of Reference’ for the Sub Committees on anti-social behaviour and cul de sacs, and that the sub committees would meet together. 
A report was drafted and discussed at a subsequent meeting of the sub-committee, which met on Monday 20th November 2006 to review the draft report prior to its presentation to the Strategic Policy Committee.  Members of the sub-committee present at this meeting are listed below:
Committee Members Present:

20th November 2006 3.00pm – 430pm
Cllr. Eamon Tuffy (Chair of Sub Committee)

Cllr Billy Fogarty

Cllr Joe Neville 

Cllr Robert Dowds 

Cllr Mick Murphy 

Noel O’Connor (CIF)

Deirdre Moroney
Apologies: Justin Byrne

Officials present:

Siobhan Duff, Senior Executive Planner 

Patricia Devlin, Senior Executive Planner

2. Purpose of the Report

It was agreed that the purpose of the report on Cul de Sac Access, from this sub-committee, to the Economic Development and Planning Strategic Policy Committee, would address policies concerning the opening of existing sacs to facilitate development on adjoining, undeveloped, zoned lands.

3. Issues to be Considered

A range of issues and opinions were expressed.  These included:

· Not all land should be built on. Other methods of access / egress should be investigated to gain access e.g. Jackson Lands, Tully Hall, and Hermitage Estates.

· Existing residents in cul de sacs expect that the cul de sac amenity would be retained.

· However another view considered that in the interests of sustainability, the full potential of the resource of zoned land should be utilised.

· Could a specific levy to provide environmental or community improvements be imposed to compensate existing residents for the increased traffic?  It was acknowledged that any proposed special levy would involve a statutory process under the Planning and Development Act 2000(as amended).

· Estate layouts should be ‘permeable’ i.e. encourage linkage for pedestrians and cyclists.

4. Progress Towards a Final Report 
Members nominated locations as sample sites, i.e. estates with cul de sacs, to provide a basis for examining the issues and options.  Two sites were discussed - 
Corbally/Verschoyle in Citywest and Tullyhall in Lucan. 
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Tullyhall Estate, Lucan
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Corbally/Verschoyle Estate, Citywest

Members have nominated the following factors to be considered in the assessment of access through existing cul de sacs:
A) New Roads
It is considered that the first priority for providing access to zoned lands with development potential should be through the construction of new roads or the extension of existing public roads.
B) Multiple Accesses
It is considered that new estates should be designed with a number of access points into the wider network, in order to avoid the repetition of traffic congestion where large estates have only a single access onto the road network e.g. Ballycullen. 
C) Road Safety 
It is considered that access through suitable cu de sac/s should only be considered where access from a proposed development onto an existing road would constitute a traffic safety hazard.
D) Design of Existing Cul de Sacs
Cul de sacs surrounded by 6 to 10 houses, where the width of the road is less than 5.5/6 metres and where the road surface material includes coloured, stamped tar macadam or paviors, are constructed as permanent layouts.  However, estate roads, which terminate at, or near, the boundary of an estate, adjoin undeveloped land, are constructed with widths of 5.5/6 metres or greater and include footpaths on both sides, may not be designed as ‘permanent’ cul de sacs.
It is considered that only cul de sacs, which have been designed to facilitate adjoining development, or to accommodate widening works where the verge is wider enough, should be used for access to development lands.  In every case, the front garden amenity of the housing units on the existing ‘cul de sac’ should be maintained.
d)  Boundary Treatment
It is considered that the boundary treatment, e.g. block walls matching the boundary walls of back gardens, located at the end of ‘temporary cul de sacs’, should not be permitted to be constructed in permanent materials.  Such construction, where a future access to adjoining lands is intended, creates an expectation of permanence.  Rather, any required site barrier should be constructed as a type of palisade fence allowing clear views into the adjoining fields.  This would prevent the false visual impression to prospective purchasers that the ‘cul de sac’ was intended to be permanent.
E) Safety Principles and Mitigation Measures
It is considered that the following safety principles and/or methods of mitigating undesirable impacts should be applied in the design of the ‘new access road’ i.e. through a suitable existing cul de sac:
· Retain the existing traffic safety amenity of the cul de sac design – this would mean the inclusion of traffic calming measures to maintain low speeds.
· Replace the amenity, which is lost through the conversion of a cul de sac to an access road, in particular the loss of the additional parking spaces provided by a hammerhead at the end of a cul de sac.
· Replace any incidental playing areas of green space, or mitigate the impact of the loss of these spaces.
Next Step
It is envisaged by the sub-committee that the final drafting for a report could be concluded at its next meeting in February 2007.”
Item 6 Report:

“Committee Members Present:

Cllr. Eamon Tuffy (Chair of Sub Committee)

Cllr Joe Neville 

Justin Byrne, Community Representative

Noel O’Connor (CIF)

Officials present:

Patricia Devlin, Senior Executive Planner, Planning Department, South Dublin County Council

Siobhan Duff, Senior Executive Planner, Planning Department, South Dublin County Council   

1.
PROCESS

Members agreed to ‘Terms of Reference’ for the Sub Committees and that the sub committees had agreed to meet together.
2.
PURPOSE OF REPORT

· To examine ways in which anti-social behaviour can be reduced through                                

      
the Planning process.


· To develop methods of assessing access to new residential          

           
development through existing cul de sacs.  This matter is dealt with in a  

separate report.

3. 
ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR – ISSUES RAISED AT SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING

(i)
Older developments based on the cul-de-sac pattern have resulted in ‘pockets’ of unsupervised areas where teenagers gather.  Teenagers tend to be automatically vilified, often for no reason.  Options for these areas and poorly located open space can be addressed through infill developments.  However, the resultant increased densities and loss of open space can create other problems for residents including noise through inadequate insulation.

(ii)
Management of areas not owned by Council e.g. Old Bawn &  Kilnamanagh – privately owned open space, too small to develop, difficult to ascertain ownership.

(iii) Council-Built Development – Anti-social behaviour devices e.g. galvanized steel shutters, are included in schemes built by Council.  While this approach can be positive in security terms, it may send out a signal that ‘trouble is expected’.

(iv) Communal Car Parking - Example cited of development where affordable housing development is beside existing older development where communal (pool) car parking provided for the new development is being used by the older neighbouring development, creating conflicts between the neighbours.

(v) Playgrounds 

· What happens in time when they’re not used i.e. when age profile of area changes?

· Creative landscaping instead of formal playgrounds has been used in some new developments.  

· South Dublin County Council Play Policy has been adopted.

· Developers can be reluctant to install play facilities due to maintenance concerns – how it will look in a few years time.

· Oregon (USA) – this example was cited where small playgrounds are provided in new housing developments.

· Support for mobile coffee docks in parks (as proposed by Cllr. Hannon). 

· Innovative “playground” areas for teenagers to gather.  

· Shelters provided for teenagers as a focal point in some UK estates.  

(vi)
Comments on how planning can address anti-social behaviour included layout of developments, design of residential units, mixed land uses, elimination of unsupervised areas, the avoidance of cul-de-sacs and laneway patterns of access in lower density developments.  High density developments, such as the Tallaght Masterplan indicate access from internal courtyards and malls rather than external off street or laneway access.

(vii)
Issues Raised in General Discussion

· Sound insulation with timber framed construction.

· Residential amenity and security in multi-storey apartment blocks.

· Overlooking – passive surveillance desirable.

· Differences in Estate Management/ Control – taking in charge / private.

· Council built housing: too much regard for security, while private developments appear not to be built with enough awareness of security. 

· Front gardens should not be walled - open plan preference e.g. Monastery Park, Clondalkin.

· Organic development of new and old developments desirable.
· Adaptable housing desirable for a mixture of age groups avoiding a “life cycle” on estates.

· Supervision, insurance and maintenance issues in relation to play equipment. Landscaped play features overcome these issues.  

· Need for management companies to take responsibility.


4. ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR REPORT

A verbal synopsis of the report on Anti-Social Behaviour that was considered at the meeting of the Economic Development and Planning SPC on 17th May 2006 and that led to the setting up of this Sub-Committee, was given at the Sub-Committee meeting.  The following summary covers the issues raised:

Synopsis of ‘Report on Planning Policies and Design Approaches to Reduce Anti-Social Behaviour’ considered at Economic Development and Planning SPC on 17th May 2006.
Good design of the built environment has the potential to reduce anti-social behaviour, while poor design can facilitate it.  The Planning Department has produced many documents containing policies and objectives which have implications for anti-social behaviour.  Some of these policies/objectives are explicit in relation to designing out crime and anti-social behaviour, while others contain general design approaches which are good practice in planning terms and which may also promote safety and security.  In addition, during the Development Control process, relevant planning applications are assessed to ensure that proposed designs do not encourage anti-social behaviour.

General Issues

· Need for passive surveillance in open spaces and lanes

· Need for lighting of laneways, open spaces and car parks

· Ensuring planting beside laneways and footpaths does not give cover for anti-social behaviour

· Ensuring there are no secluded corners or bends, etc. in laneways

· Permeability of layouts

· Diversity of uses 

· General design quality

· Pedestrian priority and speed restraint measures 

· Provision of recreational facilities.

Policies and objectives contained in the Development Plan which would contribute to the alleviation of anti-social behaviour include:

· The Sustainable Placemaking Model: All planning applications for new residential development are assessed in accordance with this model which envisages a lively and interconnecting network of streets and spaces fronted by varied and interesting buildings and a mix of residential, commercial, public and community uses together with quieter, primarily residential areas, all in close proximity.   

· Infill Development: The development of small scale infill development on lands in Council ownership which are no longer considered appropriate for retention as open space and/or recreational areas (i.e. lands subject to zoning objective ‘F’).  The policy specifically refers to the fact that open spaces which are not overlooked can become the focus for anti-social behaviour.  As such, implementation of this policy has the potential to reduce this problem.

· Social Inclusion: The implementation of policies which seek to promote social inclusion, counteract social segregation and which target investment in disadvantaged areas potentially contribute to the reduction of anti-social behaviour.

· Local Centres: In the upgrading of existing local centres and the design of new local centres, Development Plan policy SCR7 sets out a number of elements which should be incorporated including ‘design which results in a safe, informally-supervised environment’.  
· Open Space and Recreation: The Development Plan contains several policies relating to the provision of open space, recreational facilities and play facilities.  Paragraph 4.5.8.ii states ‘The lack of facilities for children and young people is a major concern in the County.  This is considered by many to contribute to anti-social behaviour and crime’.  Policies SCR21 and SCR23 seek the provision of recreational facilities and play facilities, respectively, concurrent with new residential developments.  In addition, Policy SCR 20 supports the development of recreational facilities in general, while Policy SCR 22 resolves to provide children’s play facilities in regional parks and other suitable locations.  

· Pedestrian Links: Policy SCR 25 ‘Pedestrian Links and Public Rights-of-Way’ seeks to preserve links which contribute to amenity and that are not a source of anti-social behaviour.  In order to avoid this, it is stated that the Council ‘will ensure that proposed pedestrian links are directly overlooked by housing, are well-lit and are not enclosed by high walls or dense planting’.  
· ‘Joyriding’: Anti-social behaviour involving ‘joyriding’ is a problem in some parts of the County.  Chapter 11 of the Development Plan recommends measures to help alleviate the ‘joyriding’ problem by making it more difficult to speed.  Devices include entry treatment, shared surfaces, carriageway narrowings and chicanes, speed reduction bends, speed control islands, traffic islands and speed tables/cushions. In addition, good urban design in general, as proposed in the Sustainable Placemaking Model referred to earlier, can help to reinforce the need to reduce speed and reduce the dominance of traffic, particularly in residential areas.  Design devices include careful positioning of buildings, ensuring frontage directly onto streets, perpendicular parking, landscaping and use of different materials.  

· Local Plans: There are eleven local plans/studies covering various parts of the South Dublin County area. Most of these plans/studies do not make explicit reference to anti-social behaviour.  However, all contain strategies for local areas involving good layout and design and elements which would promote safety and security and inhibit anti-social behaviour.  Measures include –

· Pedestrian permeability including linkages/connections between existing main streets and development land

· Passive surveillance

· Lighting

· Additional shopping and recreational facilities 

· Speed restraint measures

· Concierge service for and CCTV (Draft Tallaght Town Centre Plan) 

· Development Management: During the development management process, all planning applications are assessed in accordance with policies and objectives contained in the Development Plan, including policies and objectives relevant to anti-social behaviour as set out above.  In addition, in the assessment of larger commercial and residential applications, issues of security and safety are taken into consideration in a number of other ways:

· In some cases, major development proposals are referred to the Garda Crime Prevention Design Advisor for comment.  

· The recommendations contained in a 2002 report by An Garda Síochána entitled ‘Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design – Housing’ are considered in the assessment of relevant planning applications.

· Planning applications with proposals for new parks or open space or implications for existing parks or open space are referred to the Parks Department for comment.  In some cases, issues are raised in relation to anti-social behaviour, safety and security.  

5. WAY FORWARD ON ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR

Draft a reference document based on the above report, setting out ways in which the planning process can seek to ameliorate anti-social behaviour.  This document would contain a checklist in order to ‘proof’ planning applications and local area plans/masterplans/planning studies against anti-social behaviour.”   

Tom Doherty indicated that it was proposed that the Committees would report to second SPC meeting in 2007.

ITEM 7 : Green Routes in South Dublin County

Report:

“The report below was presented to the members of the SPC in September 2005.: 

“In compliance with Policy 7.8 of the County Development Plan 2004 -2010:

Policy – Cycling and Walking

 “It is the policy of the Council to promote and facilitate the development of cycling and walking facilities in the County and to ensure that all development facilitate access by foot and bicycle to public transport facilities and local services”

the Manager has set up an inter-departmental group from within the Council to examine a network of strategic cycle tracks and pedestrian routes throughout South Dublin County.

This group recommends a primary spine green route throughout the County consisting of 3 orbital routes and 3 radial routes with secondary routes linking places of employment, schools and leisure activities. The spine route is primarily a green pedestrian and cycle route.

Following agreement on the Spine Route it is intended to talk to Waterways Ireland to agree design details along the canal banks and to identify a location for a pilot project to demonstrate how best to develop the route.

Map indicating recommended Green Route circulated herewith.”

In the interim progress has been made on the proposed routes :

1. Grand Canal – Grange Castle to Inchicore

South Dublin County Council, ESB, Waterways Ireland and Dublin City Council have agreed a joint approach to examining the feasibility of bringing a power line from the ESB works at Inchicore to Grange Castle in tandem with an environmental upgrade along the canal including the development of footpath/cycle paths & CCTV along the route. A topographical survey has been completed and is currently being examined by consultants.

2. Griffeen to Canal.

Part 8 complete. Work commenced on phase 1 - Esker Prk/Griffeen Valley Park (from Lucan Sports and Leisure to Griffeen Avenue).

3. Dodder Route - Old Bawn Road to County Boundary

Green Pedestrian and Cycle Routes Report being finalised at present.”

Jim Walsh presented the report and confirmed that a complete report will issue to members before end 2006 for discussion at the SPC in early 2007.

He indicated that in relation to the Grand Canal the feasibility and cost of the project will require particular careful examination.


ITEM 8 : Economic Strategy for South Dublin County (with Chamber of Commerce)

Report:

“Members will be aware that an economic audit for South Dublin County was published in 2005. Following on that publication it is intended to prepare an economic strategy for the County in conjunction with the South Dublin Chamber of Commerce.  A number of meetings have been held and are planned with the Chamber and consultants in order to advance the preparation of the Strategy.”

Jim Walsh outlined the report and confirmed that the strategy will be progressed with the South Dublin Chamber. 
ITEM 9 : AOB.

There was no business under this heading.

As this was the final meeting of the SPC for 2006 Eamon Tuffy thanked all the members for their contribution to the work of the Committee during the year and wished them a happy Christmas.

The meeting concluded at 7.30 pm.”
The Minutes were NOTED.

(C/0087/07)
TRANSPORTATION STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE (i) REPORT OF MEETING HELD ON 22ND FEBRUARY 2007 (ii) MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 9TH NOVEMBER 2006
The reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

(i) Report of Meeting held 22nd February 2007

“Attached is report of the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee Meeting

        
of Thursday 22nd February 2007.   

        

With regard to the item on School Transport the Committee recommended that 

 
The Council adopt the following policy:-

“That a condition be included in all planning applications for schools that cycle parking facilities be provided”.

Report of Transportation Strategic Policy Committee Meeting of 22nd February 2007

Confirmation of Minutes

Minutes of Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 9th November 2006  were confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

School Transport – Interim report by Consultants

TMC Consultants are carrying out a Feasibility Study for a school transport System in order to determine:

· Type of scheme which could be introduced.

· Method of implementation 

· Numbers of pupils and likely take up.

· Number and type of buses required.

· Extent of area to be covered.

· Costs of implementation and likely sources of funding.

· Method of implementation Cost benefit analysis of preferred option(s) vs. impact on congestion.

   Survey forms were sent to 20 schools, however, only 6 were returned.

   An analysis of 2 of these schools indicated:-

   50% of pupils travel to school by car

   49% walk and

   1% cycle/bus.

The Consultants will contact the remaining schools with a view to them completing the survey forms.   The Consultant’s final report should be available for the next meeting of the Committee.

The Committee recommended that a condition be included in all planning applications for schools that “cycle parking facilities be provided”.

M50 – Update on progress 

Details were outlined of the improvement works currently being carried out on the M50.  The Committee was informed that the Palmerstown Interchange is to be completed by end of 2007 and the N4 – N7 section is to be completed in mid 2008.

Traffic Management is a key priority during the construction works and a minimum of 2 lanes are being maintained at all times during the works.

Speed cameras will be used to contain speeds to 60 kph to enable the improvement works be carried out in the safest possible manner.

Metro West – Review of route options

A short verbal report was presented to the Committee outlining the two route options being considered by the RPA for the Metro West.”
_______________

Councillor S. Laing

Chairperson”
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor S. Laing and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Transportation Strategic Policy Committee 22nd February 2007 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

(ii) Minutes of Meeting held 9th November 2006

“Minutes of Meeting of the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee 

held on 9th November 2006 which were confirmed at the Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on Thursday 22nd February 2007.

Present:

Elected Members:







Councillor C. Keane






Councillor D. Keating




Councillor S. Laing





 


Councillor S. O Conchúir

Councillor E. Tuffy






Councillor A. White

An apology was received from Councillor M. Murphy and Mr. D. McConn 

Sectoral Interests:
No attendees.                                       

Council Officials:
Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transportation and County Engineer 






Mr. E. Cunningham, Senior Executive Officer






Mr. S. Daly, Senior Executive Engineer






Mr. T. Curtin, Administrative Officer






Ms. M. Branyan, Road Safety Officer

          
Ms. N. Fitzgibbon, Staff Officer

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor S. Laing presided.



1.  
Confirmation of Minutes

The Minutes of Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 14th September 2006 were confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

2. Presentation by representative of Road Safety Authority on its Brief and how it intends to deliver same.

Mr. M. Heffernan of the Road Safety Authority presented a report comprising an overview of the Authority’s role in the area of road safety.

Topics covered were:-

· Cycle training

· Motor cycle training

· Talks by Gardai to school children on the issue of pedestrian/driver behaviour and safety

· Walking bus

· Drivers on provisional licence

Following contributions from Councillors S. Laing, S. O Conchúir and C. Keane, Mr. F. Coffey informed the Committee that the Roads Department are examining the feasibility of creating a driver training centre on the Old Bohernabreena Landfill site.  The Roads Department are also discussing this proposal with the Roads Safety Authority.
3. School Transport – Update

Mr. F. Coffey informed the Committee that a Consultant would be appointed within one week to undertake a Feasibility Study for a School Transport System. The required time for completion of the Feasibility Study to draft final report stage is three months from date of appointment.

The Committee were advised that if members have any particular concerns in this regard they should be forwarded to the Roads Department. 

4. Traffic Safety in the vicinity of schools

Mr. S. Daly presented a report.   He informed the Committee that there are approximately 130 schools located within the Council’s administrative area and a pilot programme examining issues of traffic safety in the vicinity of schools is being carried out at 17 of these schools across the three Area Committee administrative areas.

The Committee was advised that a report containing proposals for the 4 schools in Lucan Village was included on the Agenda for the meeting of the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee on 22nd November 2006.

Following contributions from Councillors D. Keating and S. Laing, Mr. F. Coffey responded to queries raised.
5.   
Safe routes to School

Ms. M. Branyan outlined the various initiatives that the Council are promoting in the interest of road safety with specific emphasis on school going children.   Key elements of this strategy were outlined e.g.  walking bus, park and stride etc.

Following contributions from Councillors S. Laing, E. Tuffy , C. Keane, S. O Conchúir  and A White, Mr. F. Coffey and Ms. M. Branyan responded to queries raised.

6.   
A.O.B.

     
Dublin Bus Routes in the Terenure/Rathfarnham area.

Mr. F. Coffey informed the Committee that at least 60 buses would be required for the efficient and effective use of the various QBC’s constructed around the County and that the Council continue to have regular meetings with Dublin Bus on this issue.   

It was AGREED that a further report on this issue would be presented to the next meeting of this Committee.

The meeting concluded at 7.00 p.m.”
____________________                             
______________

Councillor S. Laing



Date     

Chairperson” 
The Minutes were NOTED.

(C/0088/07)
SPORTS, RECREATION AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE (i) REPORT OF MEETING HELD 1ST MARCH  2007, (ii) MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 13TH SEPTEMBER 2006
The reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

(i) Report of Meeting held on 1st  March 2007

“Report of meeting of the Sport, Recreation, Community and Parks Strategic Policy Committee held on the 1ST March 2007 in the Council Chamber

Attendance

Members




Officials

Cllr M Daly




P Smith, Director of Services

Cllr D Keating




B Coman, Senior Executive Officer

Cllr C. Jones                                 

C.Boylan, Senior Parks Superintendent

Cllr K Warren                                

A Casserly Sports Officer

Cllr B. Gogarty

           


G Fitzgibbon, Administrative Officer                                                                             

 Cllr J Neville

Cllr A White

A. Shields

A Pilkington                                  

In attendance as Guests:

Mayor Cllr E. Maloney

J. Horan County Manager

Cllr C Keane

Cllr  M Corr

J. Delaney CEO, FAI

W. Clarke

J. Crawford         FAI Community Development Officers

B. Ferguson


Apologies
Cllr J Daly

Cllr.R.Dowds 

C. Johnston

J Coghlan

The meeting began with reference to the various reports as per the agenda which were circulated and for discussion at next Strategic Policy Committee Meeting.

The meeting then proceeded to the official launch of the Council’s joint venture with the FAI of the FAI Community Development Officers Programme.

The Mayor Cllr E. Maloney officially launched the programme and following contributions by Cllr M Daly, Chairperson of the Sport, Recreation, Community and Parks Strategic Policy Committee, P Smith, Director Services and J Delaney CEO, FAI a debate ensued on the programme generally. 

The programme involves a joint venture between South Dublin County Council and the FAI on the provision of 3 FAI Community Development Officers covering the areas of Lucan, Clondalkin and Tallaght.

The meeting noted the reports on Agenda items which had been circulated.

The meeting also agreed Minutes and report as circulated of previous meetings.

The meeting and launch concluded at 6.45 pm”
The report was NOTED.
(ii) Minutes of Meeting held on 13th September 2006

“Minutes of meeting of the Sport, Recreation, Community and Parks Strategic Policy Committee held on the 13th September 2006 in the Council Chamber

Attendance

Members
Officials

Cllr M Daly
P Smith, Director of Services

Cllr D Keating
B Coman, Senior Executive Officer

Cllr C. Jones                       
M Hannon Senior Exec Parks Superintendent

Cllr R Dowds
G Fitzgibbon, Administrative Officer

C Johnston                          
B Sheehan, Senior Exec Parks Superintendent

A Shields





J Coghlan   



Apologies
Cllr J Neville

Cllr K Warren     

Cllr A White

A. Pilkington
Cllr J Daly         

An Cathaoirleach Councillor M. Daly presided.

1. Minutes of meeting of the 24th May 2006 – Agreed.
2. Sports update

B. Coman updated the members of the committee on the following all of which are considered will have an impact on anti-social behaviour issue within the County:

Show Racism the Red Card – launched by the Mayor Cllr T. Ridge in conjunction with FAI and Shamrock Rovers on 28th June 2006.

FAI Development Officers for County – in partnership with the FAI the assignment of 3 Development officers – Tallaght, Clondalkin and Lucan.

Council accepted for setting up of Local Sports Partnership from 1st January 2007. Notification received from the Sports Council. Possible membership of Committee outlined.

Development of County Sports Strategy to increase participation in sport by improving access to opportunities for all – outlined possible heads of strategy for consideration.

SPOIRTEIC project in conjunction with FAS outlined - graduation of 18 participants in 2005/06 programme

Also reported that there are 27 new trainees for the 2006/07 programme which started on 11th September 06.

Following contributions from Cllr M. Daly, Cllr. R. Dowds, C. Johnson and A. Shields the report was noted.

The all – Ireland success of the Dublin under 16 ladies footballers with local club members involved was also noted.

3. Community Facilities Update

An update report on new works which come within the remit of the Committee, which had been circulated was noted.  

Following a debate to which Cllrs M. Daly, R. Dowds, C. Jones and D. Keating and A. Shields contributed the report was noted.

4. Swimming Pools – Update

B Coman presented an updated report on construction progress on both the Tallaght and Clondalkin pools in particular that the Tallaght complex will be opening early November 2006. Following contributions from Cllrs M Daly, R Dowds. D. Keating and C. Jones and  A Shields the report was noted.

5. Report on Bonfires

M. Hannon presented a report on Bonfires Project 2006. Following a debate to which Cllrs M Daly, R Dowds. C. Jones and  C. Johnson and A. Shields contributed the report was noted.

6. Playgrounds

B. Sheehan of Parks presented a draft report on the 5 year Playground programme. Following contributions from Cllrs M Daly, R Dowds,C. Jones and  C. Johnson the report was noted.

P.Smith stated  that the programme will also be presented to the Area Committees.

7. Presentation on Dublin Mountains Recreational Initiative

A presentation was given by Mark Dalton of DMRI and following contributions from Cllrs M Daly, R Dowds, C. Jones,  C. Johnson and A. Shields the DMRI delegates were thanked by Cllr. M. Daly on behalf of the Committee.

Proposed by Cllr M. Daly, Seconded by Cllr R. Dowds and agreed that representatives of this Council’s Sports, Recreation, Community and Parks Strategic Policy Committee meet representatives of the corresponding SPC of Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council on this matter. 

8. Any Other Business

There was no other business.

The meeting concluded at 7.00 pm”
The Minutes were NOTED.

(C/0089/07) 
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
(C/0090/07) QUESTIONS 

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor R. Dowds     and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 Questions numbered Q1 to Q10 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
(C/0091/07) 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING SCHEME
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr   

To ask the Manager to indicate how many units have been provided under all of the various affordable housing schemes operational in this county, to give a clear breakdown of how many units per scheme have come on stream and the average time span between initial application for the relevant scheme and the actual completion of house purchase? 

REPLY:
“Applicants for affordable housing apply for inclusion on the Affordable Housing List, as opposed to a particular scheme.  They can apply for properties that become available either North of the Naas Road or South of the Naas Road, or indeed all areas.  The following schedule indicates, for each development, the average time span from when the applicant first applied for inclusion on the Affordable List to the actual date of completion of house purchase:

	Development 

 
	No. of Units 

 
	No. Sold 


	Average Time between application and closing 

  

	Rossmor, Templeogue 

 
	6 

 
	6 

  
	16 months

  

	Tymon Farm, Tallaght 

 
	3 

 
	3 

 
	13 months

 

	Tuansgate, Tallaght 

  
	8 

 
	8 

  
	20 months

 

	Montpelier , Tallaght 

 
	28 

 
	28 

 
	9 months

 

	Deerpark, Tallaght 

  
	102 

  
	102 

  
	15 months

  

	Russell Square

, Tallaght 

 
	100 

 
	100 

 
	11 months

 

	Brownsbarn, Citywest 

 
	4 

 
	4 

  
	8 months

  

	Westend Gate, Tallaght 

  
	17 

  
	17 

  
	18 months

 

	Maplewood , Tallaght 

  
	40 

  
	40 

 
	13 months

 

	Rosebank, Clondalkin 

  
	16 

  
	16 

 
	13 months

  

	Shalimar, Clondalkin 

  
	3 

  
	3 

  
	13 months

 

	Hansted, Lucan 

  
	17 

 
	17 

  
	15 months

 

	Fforster Crescent

, Lucan 

 
	3 

 
	3 

  
	12 months

  

	Foxford Court

, Lucan 

 
	52 

  
	52 

 
	15 months

  

	Ballyowen Square

, Lucan 

 
	4 

  
	4 

  
	16 months

  

	Esker Manor, Lucan 

  
	17 

  
	17 

  
	19 months

  

	Chapel View, Lucan 

  
	3 

  
	3 

  
	17 months

  


Of the foregoing total of 423 units , 282 were procured through joint venture arrangements and the remaining 141 were sourced through Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and on tax designated sites.

In addition, under the Affordable Housing Initiative (Harcourt Terrace 1 & 2 ),  a total of 408  units have been made available to eligible applicants. In relation to Harcourt Terrace 1 applications were invited in January 2006 for a total of 193 units . Most of the sales were closed within a four to five month period, the last sale was completed in September 2006. In relation to Harcourt Terrace 2, applications were invited in October 2006 and to date 181 units have been sold, within a four month timescale, the remainder are currently being processed.  Applications were invited for the purchase of 24 x 1 bed units ( part of Harcourt Terrace 2)in January 2007 and these are  also being processed at present.”
(C/0092/07) AFFORDABLE HOUSING
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr   
To ask the Manager to indicate how much it costs this Council per unit to administer affordable unit sales under the AHI and where the resources and funding for this cost are drawn and if staff resources for this activity are redeployed in the event of an AHI announcement how does this impact on the day to day operation of the other Affordable housing list?

REPLY
“At week-ending Friday 23rd February 2007 a total of 408 units have been procured under the Affordable Housing Initiative, in respect of which a total of 374 units have been sold to date.  at the following locations throughout the county:

The Belfry( Citywest), Rossecourt and Rathgeal (Clondalkin) Deerpark, Marlfield and Kiltipper Gate (Tallaght) and Blackthorn Hill (Rathcoole)

More recently, a further  113 units are being purchased by the Affordable Homes Partnership under the A.H.I. by way of direct purchase.  These units are located as follows:

The Paddocks (Adamstown), City Park (City West), Arena Court and Priors Gate(Tallaght).  These applications are currently being processed. 

There is no cost to this Council in the administration of the Affordable Housing Initiative as any costs incurred can be recouped and sourced  via the Government Initiative. The foregoing enabled this Council recruit additional staff on a contract basis in order to administer  the initiative.  With this arrangement it was  and continues to be possible to facilitate the fast and efficient administration of the sale of affordable units under the AHI.”
(C/0093/07)
TRANSPORT SPC
QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating  
To ask the Manager to report in detail on the work of the Transport Strategic Policy Committee for South Dublin and to provide an up-to-date and comprehensive report on its work to introduce a School Transportation System, intended to help reduce traffic congestion and improve safety at schools in our county?

REPLY:
A report on the Transport Strategic Policy Committee Meeting of 22nd February 2007 is provided under Item no. 4 (headed item), and includes update of the School Transportation Feasibility Study as discussed at that meeting, together with Minutes of the previous SPC meeting of 9th November 2006.
(C/0094/07) 
GRAFFITI
QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating   
To ask the Manager to report by way of a detailed comprehensive report on the work of the Council's Graffiti Removal Crew. What progress is being made in meeting the work schedules and would it not be helpful if the Council had it's own Graffiti Removal Equipment which specialised in removing Graffiti from brick-work and pebble-dashed finishes? What progress is reported by the Gardaí in apprehending the culprits of these damages in our community? 

REPLY: 

“In mid 2006, the Council took the initiative of introducing on a pilot basis, a team who are assigned to removal of graffiti throughout the county.  In the Budget for 2007, an additional provision of €210,000 was made to support this new resource, in recognition of the graffiti problem.  Set out hereunder are the areas where work has been carried out by the graffiti crew in recent months and the dates completed for each area treated.

	Tallaght  Area
	Date Completed

	Entrance to Oldcourt Avenue
	20/6/06

	Tootenhill Estate
	20/6/06

	Jobstown Wall
	23/6/06

	Kiltalown House
	29/9/06

	Kingswood Castle Park
	25/10/06

	Firhouse Road
	29/11/06

	Carriglea/ Carrigwood
	1/12/06

	Ballycullen Drive
	13/12/06

	Kiltalown at Walkway to Kiltalown house
	13/12/06

	The Rise, Kingswood Heights
	20/12/2006

	The Park, Kingswood Heights
	20/12/2006

	The Avenue, Kingswood Heights
	20/12/2006

	The Park, Kingswood Heights
	2/1/2007

	Garrynisk Road
	5/1/2007

	Ambervale Estate
	29/1/2007

	Cairnwood Avenue
	29/1/2007

	Birchwood
	29/1/2007


	Terenure/ Rathfarnham Area
	Date Completed

	Templeville Park
	23/5/2006

	Hillside Park
	8/6/2006

	Grange Road
	15/6/2006

	Templeroan Roundabout
	19/6/2006

	Willsbrook House
	12/7/2006

	Elkwood Football Pitches
	12/7/2006

	Willbrook Estate
	12/7/2006

	Washington Lane
	14/7/2006

	Moyville Estate
	17/7/2006

	Glenlyon Estate
	26/7/2006

	Ballyroan Crescent
	8/8/2006

	Ballyroan Crescent Park
	8/8/2006

	Templeville Drive
	9/8/2006

	Laneway at Brookvale Close
	9/10/2006

	Pine Grove
	27/11/06

	Oldbridge Road/ Butterfield Avenue
	22/11/2006

	Walls to the side of 40B Dargle Wood
	12/12/2006

	Lampost and Litter bin in front of 31 Wellington Lane
	13/12/2006

	Beaufort Court
	18/12/2006

	Beaufort Downs
	18/12/2006

	Laneway off Ballyroan Road
	2/1/2007

	Wall on open space in front of Orchard Drive off Anne Devlin Rd
	4/1/2007

	Templeogue Village
	5/1/2007

	Knocklyon Avenue
	5/1/2007

	Wall at Grange Road
	8/1/2007

	Wall at Edmondstown Green
	17/1/2007

	Glenmore Court
	23/1/2007

	Palmer Park
	29/1/2007

	Knocklyon Road
	29/1/2007

	Pearse Brothers Park
	30/1/2007

	Side wall of 20 Rossmore Park & 14 Rossmore Crescent
	13/2/2007


	Lucan/ Clondalkin Area
	Date Completed

	Ballyowen Lane
	16/6/2006

	Lucan Community Centre
	19/7/2006

	Castle Park
	25/10/2006

	Kilmahuddrick Crescent
	6/11/2006

	Woodford Hill – rear of bus stop backing onto Woodford Court
	6/11/206

	Woodford Walk
	6/11/2006

	opposite 26/27 Woodford View 
	6/11/2006

	Beside Kilcronan Estate
	7/11/2006

	Grand Canal Way
	7/11/2006

	Kilmahuddrick Close
	7/11/2006

	Old Nangor Road
	8/11/2006

	Old Nangor Road
	8/11/2006

	Dunawley Estate
	10/11/2006

	Entrance to Hillcrest Estate
	21/11/2006

	Griffeen Road
	21/11/2006

	Entrance pillars to Esker Cemetery
	21/11/2006

	Ballyowen Avenue/ Drive/ Grove
	4/12/2006

	Fforster Estate
	4/12/2006

	Both sides of laneway behind Kennelsfort Road Upper and N4
	11/12/2006

	Footbridge at the end of Esker Lane
	4/1/2007

	Willsbrook Place (walls bordering the green space)
	10/1/2007

	Willsbrook Park
	12/1/2007

	Mount Andrew Rise
	30/1/2007

	Mount Andrew Estate
	05/2/2007

	Ballyowen Hall
	14/2/2007

	Ballyowen Park 
	16/2/2007

	Ballyowen View/Avenue/Grove/Crescent/Green
	16/2/2007

	Ballyowen Lane (walls inside park)
	23/2/2007


There is currently a large list of locations awaiting treatment and new sites are being added on a daily basis.  When a complaint of graffiti is received, it is assessed for the extent of the task and also where responsibility lies for its removal.

As private walls are the responsibility of the owner concerned, each owner is contacted as graffiti complaints are received and when sites have been investigated. In relation to walls which form the boundary between public open space and private property, the Council will usually, subject to prior inspection by the Litter Warden,  paint over graffiti at such locations.

Further measures.

· The Council is in regular contact with public utility companies such as the ESB, Eircom and NTL requesting them to carry out their obligations in removing graffiti from their property.  

· Several businesses have been issued with notices under the Litter Pollution Act to remove graffiti from their properties at various locations in the County.

· Residents Associations whose members are willing to paint over graffiti in the local areas, may avail of paint given free of charge by the Council, where requested.  In these instances, contact should be made with the Litter Warden to obtain assistance.

· Surfaces such as stone and brick are generally not suitable for painting over. In such instances the Council engages the services of a specialist contractor to carry out sandblasting work to remove the graffiti.

· The Litter Warden liaises with the Gardai on an ongoing basis regarding graffiti complaints.  Unless offenders are ‘caught in the act’ or other suitable evidence is available, a prosecution cannot be taken under the Litter Act.  The vigilance of local residents is important as a means to identify offenders.

· An Assistant Environmental Awareness Officer has recently taken up duty with the Council.  This additional resource adds support to the Environmental Awareness Officer in her programme of environmental awareness work with schools and local organisations.

The work of the Graffiti Removal Crew is reviewed on a regular basis and the Council is satisfied that reasonable progress has been made to date.  However, parents, residents groups, property owners and school authorities must all endeavor to play a part in the prevention of graffiti. Anti graffiti measures by the Council alone will not in themselves resolve the problem in the short term.  

Consideration will be given to providing additional material resources to the graffiti crew if required.”
(C/0095/07) 
LITTER IN PARKS 

QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating   
To ask the Manager to report on the attention given to our parks and open spaces, including litter control, installation of litter bins and regular cleaning in view of the increased anti-social behaviour including alcohol and drug abuse in our communities? 

REPLY:
“Litter collection is an integral part of the maintenance operations undertaken by Parks staff.  The staff collect litter as part of their normal parks operations and given the need to undertake the many other maintenance tasks  such as grass cutting, tree planting, pruning etc., it is estimated that each area is visited on a very regular basis and at a minimum at least once every two weeks.  In certain areas, however, this task is more onerous because the volume and frequency of dumping varies from one location to another.    

 

In the Lucan, Palmerstown and North Clondalkin area , on average, four 20 cubic metre skips of litter are collected per month.  

With regard to litter bins in parks, experience has shown that they are only used by members of the public who are litter conscious and who would normally bring their litter home with them. People who are not litter conscious do not use the litter bins provided. For these reasons litter bins are provided in areas adjacent to shops and playgrounds and other areas where people congregate for special events, e.g. Family Days etc.    

Furthermore, the Council’s Bye-Laws 1994, Section 5.1 provide that no person shall dump or dispose of any bottle, glass, china, can, container, litter or other refuse in a park except in receptacles provided for that purpose. 

Bring Banks are now regularly provided in Park locations.  

Also, the Councils Bye-Laws 2001 prohibiting the consumption of Intoxicating Liquor in Public Places are enforced by Council Staff and Gardai, resulting in prosecutions on a regular basis throughout the County.  

If the Councillor has any particular park in mind which needs attention re litter problems he should bring the location to the attention of the Parks Department and the matter will receive attention.”
(C/0096/07) 
GREENER HOMES 

QUESTION: Councillor S. O'Connor   
To ask the Manager can he request the figures as to how many houses in the South Dublin County Council boundary have applied for the Greener Homes Scheme & received the grant? 

REPLY: 
The “Greener Homes” Scheme is a national scheme which is administered by Sustainable Energy Ireland (SEI) on behalf of the Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources.  The scheme provides grant assistance to homeowners who intend to purchase a new renewable energy heating system for either new or existing homes. It aims to increase the use of renewable energy and sustainable energy technologies in Irish homes. 

Homeowners may choose a renewable heating system (solar, biomass or heat pump based) that meets their particular needs in terms of heat demand, budget and environmental considerations. 

Sustainable Energy Ireland has reported that it has grant aided a total of 12,000 applicants under the Greener Homes Scheme since March 2006. The breakdown of applications are as follows:

Heat pumps
28%

Biomass boilers 45%

Solar panels
27%

The figures for South Dublin County have been requested from Sustainable Energy Ireland and the information will forwarded to the Councillor when received.

(C/0097/07) 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy   
To ask the Manager if he can advise members if there is any precise definition of the term Affordable Home/Affordable Housing in any legislation and or government guidelines relating to affordable housing which specify the selling price of an Affordable Housing Unit relative to the market value of the unit, or if the term Affordable Home/Affordable Housing can have, in terms of price, whatever meaning that a developer or the Affordable Homes Partnership or the Minister for the Environment wishes the term to have, eg 80% of market value? 

REPLY
Affordable homes are homes provided at a discount to the market price to persons who cannot afford to purchase a home on the open market.  This definition is referred to in various Acts, i.e. Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000,( page 109), the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2002 and the Councils Housing Strategy.

The cost of an affordable home is determined as follows:

1. Where units are acquired under Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) ,the price is negotiated with the developer,. The foregoing Act specifies that the developer is entitled to " the building and attributable development costs as agreed between the authority and the developer, including profit on the costs". In negotiating the price with the developer, the local authority is always conscious of the household income of the applicants on the affordable housing waiting list and the value of the maximum loan which can be advanced by the Local Authority (€185,000).

2. Units procured through joint venture arrangements (i.e Russell Square, Deerpark, Ballyowen Lane), where there is mixed tenures - a cost plan is prepared and examined by a Quantity Surveyor and Valuer with the objective of sourcing both social and affordable housing at a reasonable cost and also achieve the effective and efficient use of resources.

3. Under the Affordable Housing Initiatives (Harcourt Terrace 1 and 2), tenders were invited from Developers to exchange sites in Harcourt Terrace for affordable homes.  The best tender came from Durkan New Homes, i.e. the units on offer were considerably below market price and were considered to be a suitable exchange following examination by a valuer.

4. The most recent Government initiative was, where the Affordable Homes Partnership purchased approx. 470 units in the Greater Dublin Area (113 in South Dublin area) on the open market.  These units are being subsidised by the Government  and will be made available to eligible applicants at prices considerably below market value. They are targeted at persons on higher incomes who are not in a position to purchase on the open market.

The affordable units are less than the market value of the units and as the market value shifts so does the affordable price.
(C/0098/07) 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy   
To ask the Manager if he will make a report on the disposal/facilitation of disposal by the Council of Affordable Housing units in 2005 and 2006, under Part V and the Sustaining Progress Affordable Homes Initiative,  and if the report can include figures for the average selling price of units of different types (apartments, duplexes, houses) and sizes by location (ie Tallaght, Clondalkin, Lucan, Rathcoole), and how selling [image: image3.wmf]prices compare in terms of percentage with market prices of the units?  

 REPLY:
The following is a list of the average prices under the various affordable schemes in 2005 and 2006.

The average price varies from 42% to 61% of market value:

	Location 

 
	Size 

  
	No. of Units 

 
	Average Price 2005 
& 2006 

 

	Tallaght 

 
	1 bed 

 2 bed 

 3 bed 

 
	13 

198 

  146 


	111,160 

155,000 

 150,300 

  

	Lucan 

  
	1 bed 

  2 bed 

  3 bed 

 
	nil 

  126 

 62 

 
	 

  149,500 

 169,269 



	Clondalkin 

  
	1 bed 

  2 bed 

  3 bed   
	4 

  26 

                   nil 
	121,973 

 159,000 

  


(C/0099/07) 
AFFORDABLE HOMES PARTNERSHIP
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy   
To ask the Manager if he is satisfied that no conflict of interest will arise if the County Manager makes a report containing a recommendation in respect of the proposed variation of the County Development Plan recommended by the Affordable Homes Partnership of which the four Dublin County and City Managers are members, and if he will make a statement on the matter?

REPLY
The Affordable Homes Partnership has made a recommendation to the Council that a variation be made to the County Development Plan 2004/10 to provide for housing and to facilitate the implementation of the package negotiated by the Partnership (details already supplied to the members by e-mail dated 15th January).

Guidelines issued by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government state that bringing land forward for the provision of affordable housing is a central policy objective of the Government and that a Planning Authority should have regard to that fact in considering a recommendation for a Development Plan Variation.

Members have been notified that before considering the proposed variation the Council is seeking a Strategic Environmental Report from its won consultants on the lands the subject of the recommendation from the Affordable Homes Partnership.

Each Dublin Local Authority City and County Manager is a member of the Board of the Affordable Homes Partnership.  The Manager has already notified the Board that he will not participate in any discussion, recommendation or decision by the Board in relation to any site in South Dublin County and has requested that this be minuted by the Board (see attached correspondence from Board).

The ultimate decision on the making of a variation of the County Development Plan rests by law with the Elected Members of the Council and accordingly there is no conflict of interest arising.  

From: John Oconnor [mailto:john.oconnor@ahp.ie]

Sent: 05 March 2007 17:09

To: Joe Horan

Subject: FW: Site At St. Edmundsbury, lucan.

Joe Horan,

County Manager

South Dublin County Council 

Dear Joe,

The Board of the Affordable Homes Partnership at its meeting held on the 6th September 2006 agreed to recommend to South Dublin County Council that it vary its Development Plan to provide for a development of mainly (70%) affordable housing on the lands at St. Edmundsbury and Woodville, Lucan. At the meeting you indicated your intention to withdraw from any decision made in relation to the recommendation and I wish to confirm that you withdrew from the decision on this recommendation and that this was recorded in the minutes of the meeting.

Regards

John O'Connor

____________________________________________

Affordable Homes Partnership

Floor 2, Cumberland House

Fenian Street, Dublin 2.

____________________________________________

Ph:  01- 656 4113    

Fax: 01- 656 4101

Email:     john.oconnor@ahp.ie <mailto:john.oconnor@ahp.ie> 

Website: www.affordablehome.ie <http://www.affordablehome.ie> ____________________________________________

(C/0100/07) 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING APPLICATIONS 

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy   
To ask the  Manager to give an updated report  on the numbers currently on the Council's waiting list for affordable housing their applications having being approved, including how many on the respect of lists for north and south of the Naas Road and in addition how many applicants that have applied for the Council's affordable housing schemes are currently awaiting approval of their applications?

REPLY
There are currently a total of 785 applicants on the Affordable Housing List.  This comprises 459 applicants on the list for North of the Naas Road and 574 applicants on the list for South of the Naas Road.(a number of applicants are on both lists).   There are approximately  250 applicants awaiting approval for inclusion on the Affordable List. In addition to the foregoing, to date (5/03/07) , a total of 205 applicants have responded to the most recent affordable housing initiative i.e 113 units being purchased by the Affordable Homes Partnership and are awaiting approval.

(C/0101/07)
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE MADE PUBLIC ROADS - Hazelgrove, Tallaght

The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The following report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting of 26th February 2007.
“Statutory Notice has been given in the public press of the Council’s intention to consider the making of a declaration that the roads in the following estate,

(1) Hazelgrove, Tallaght 

as set out in the Schedule attached, be public roads.

No objections were received. 

It is recommended that the roads be declared to be public roads.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next meeting.”

It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones and seconded by Councillor E. Maloney  and AGREED:

“That this Committee recommends that the roads be declared to be public roads.”

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:-

“That the roads referred to in the attached schedules be and are hereby declared to be public roads.”

SCHEDULE FOR HAZELGROVE - KILLINARDEN

LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA:- TALLAGHT SOUTH

BC No: 1309

TOWNLAND: Kiltalown

ELECTORAL DIVISION:  Tallaght

	ROAD NAME
	LENGTH

      (m) 
	DESCRIPTIONS

	Hazelgrove
	674
	From its junction with Killinarden Road northwestwards for 351m.   Also including that part from its junction adjacent to No. 18 northwards for 92m.   Also including that part from its junction adjacent to No. 42 northwards for 81m.   Also including that part from its junction adjacent to No. 67 northwards for 76m.   Also including that part from its junction adjacent to No. 73 northwards for 74m.



	Footpath

“A”

Killinarden

Road
	102
	From its junction with Killinarden Heights, southwestwards for 44m then southwards for 58m to its junction with Hazelgrove.



	Footpath

“B”
	27
	From its junction with Hazelgrove, southwards for 27m.




It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and RESOLVED:
“That the roads referred to in the attached schedules be and are hereby declared to be public roads.”

(C/0102/07)  PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
(C/0103/07)
PROPOSED EXCHANGE OF  LANDS AT COLDCUT ROAD , CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22
Ms. P. Poole, Director of Housing presented the report.

“The Council is proposing to develop a Traveller Specific Group Housing scheme at Coldcut Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22. South Dublin County Council on the one part and Michael Dempsey, Ray Donovan, Eddie Bennett, Richard Maguire and Tony Wynne being the current partners to the Coldcut Partnership on the other part (hereinafter referred to as the Coldcut Partnership) are owners of various plots of land at Coldcut Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.  The land ownerships are somewhat intermingled and the Council and the Coldcut Partnership have discussed an exchange of lands to consolidate and rationalise the areas in each parties ownership, in order to facilitate the Council’s proposed group housing development at Coldcut Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.

The County Council at its meeting held on 8th May 2005 approved under the provisions of the Planning and Developments Act 2000 (as amended) the proposed construction of a development comprising eight group houses.

It is recommended that the Council dispose of two plots of lands comprising (1)1,828sq.m or thereabouts as shown marked “A” on drawing TS051-01 and (ii)13.15 sq.m or thereabouts as shown Marked “B” on drawing TS051-01 to the Coldcut Partnership in exchange of lands in their ownership comprising 1,508ssq.m. or thereabouts as shown marked “C” on drawing TS051-01 subject to in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001, subject to the following conditions:

1. That South Dublin County Council shall transfer the unencumbered freehold interest in possession in the lands comprising (1)1,828sq.m or thereabouts as shown marked “A” on drawing TS051-01 and (ii)13.15 sq.m or thereabouts as shown Marked “B” on drawing TS051-01

2. That the Coldcut Partnership shall transfer the unencumbered freehold interest in possession in the lands comprising 1,508ssq.m. or thereabouts as shown marked “C” on drawing TS051-01

3. That the title to pass shall be the unencumbered freehold title in possession save only for any existing way leaves traversing the lands.

4. That all outstanding charges, rates and taxes (if any) on the lands shall be cleared prior to completion of the transaction.

5. That the Council shall grant a building licence to the Coldcut Parnership and/or Brooklands Developments Ltd. To enter on the Council’s lands for the purposes of commencing construction of the proposed group housing scheme.

6. That each party shall be responsible for their own legal costs in this matter.

I recommend that this disposal be proceeded with subject to the aforementioned conditions.

Joe Horan

_________________________________

County Manager”  

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors R. Dowds, T. Ridge, G. O’Connell, S. O’Connor, C. Keane, J. Daly, S. Laing, J. Hannon, T. Gilligan, and E. Tuffy.
The members NOTED the report with the exception of Councillor R. Dowds  who wished the record to show that he was not in favour of the proposal.   

(C/0104/07)
PROPOSED SALE OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST AT 236 BALROTHERY ESTATE TALLAGHT DUBLIN 24
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Mr. & Mrs Arthur Ebbs to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Mrs. Ebbs has applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No. 
	Lessees
	Date of Lease 
	Land Acquired From 
	Purchase Price 

	236 Balrothery Estate, 

Tallaght, 

Dublin 24
	Mr. & Mrs Arthur Ebbs 
	22/2/74
	Siobhan O’Dea
	€480.00


J. Horan________ 

County Manager.”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0105/07)
PROPOSED SALE OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST AT 237 BALROTHERY ESTATE TALLAGHT DUBLIN 24
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Mr. Patrick Farrelly to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Solicitors for Mr. Farrelly have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No. 
	Lessees
	Date of Lease 
	Land Acquired From 
	Purchase Price 

	237 Balrothery Estate, 

Tallaght, 

Dublin 24
	Mr. Patrick Farrelly 
	20/8/73
	Siobhan O’Dea
	€480.00


J. Horan________ 

County Manager.”
The report was NOTED.  

(C/0106/07)
PROPOSED SALE OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST AT 61 BALROTHERY ESTATE TALLAGHT DUBLIN 24 
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Mr. Daniel O’Connor to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Mr. O’Connor has applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No. 
	Lessees
	Date of Lease 
	Land Acquired From 
	Purchase Price

	61 Balrothery Estate, 

Tallaght, 

Dublin 24
	Mr. Daniel O’Connor 
	25/7/74
	Siobhan O’Dea
	€480.00


J. Horan________ 

County Manager.”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0107/07)
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTY AT 100 KILLINARDEN HEIGHTS
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“South Dublin County Council repossessed 100 Killinarden Heights, Tallaght, Dublin 24 on the 19th July 2006 due to the borrowers defaulting on repayment of their Council Loan. The property was placed for sale on the open market and the highest offer received was made by David Walsh, of 41 St John's Drive, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 in the sum of €255,000. This offer exceeds the independent valuation of €250,000 on the property received by the Council and is therefore considered to be fair and reasonable.

It is now proposed to dispose of the fee simple interest in the property at 100 Killinarden Heights, Tallaght, Dublin 24 to David Walsh of 41 St John's Drive, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 for the sum of €255,000.

The consent of the Council to this disposal is sought in accordancce with S88 of the Husing Act 1966 subject to the provisions of S183 of the Local Government Act 2001 as amended. 

Joe Horan

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0108/07)
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL COMPULSORY PURCHASE (GREEN ROUTE REALIGNMENT – BALLYBODEN ROAD TO GRANGE ROAD) ORDER, 2004.  CONVEYANCE OF SITE TO SANDRA FREE AT NO. 4 BODEN VILLAS, TAYLOR’S LANE, BALLYBODEN.
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Manager’s Order LA/101/2006 dated 26th June, 2006 approved terms for the acquisition of Plot 16 of the above Compulsory Purchase Order from John Free now deceased, and Sandra Free.  The transaction was completed on 19th October, 2006.

In accordance with term 3 of the relevant Managers Order the Council agreed to convey back to the vendor a portion of the plot on the garden side of a proposed new boundary wall, upon completion of the accommodation works at the property.

The Solicitor acting on behalf of Ms. Sandra Free has requested on her behalf that the Council now convey back this portion of land.

Accordingly, I recommend that the Council dispose of an area measuring approximately 27 square metres or thereabouts at No. 4 Boden Villas as shown outlined in red on drawing no. LA/17/07 to Mrs. Sandra Free in accordance with the acquisition terms outlined in Manager’s Order LA/101/2006 and  in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001. 

J. Horan 

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0109/07)
REPORT ON PART 8 - SUPPLY AND INSTALLATION OF CCTV AT GRANGE CASTLE BUSINESS PARK 
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The following Report was considered at the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting (1) on Tuesday 20th February, 2007.  

“REPORT ON PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCEDURE UNDER PART 8 OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT ACT, 2000 AND THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS, 2001 & 2003 FOR THE SUPPLY AND INSTALLATION OF CCTV CAMERAS AND ASSOCIATED EQUIPMENT WITHIN GRANGE CASTLE BUSINESS PARK,CLONDALKIN,DUBLIN 22.
Part 8 of the Local Government Planning and Development Regulations, 2001 prescribes the requirements in respect of certain classes of Local Authority Developments. These Regulations apply to the proposal to supply and install CCTV cameras and equipment within Grange Castle Business Park and comprise:-

· Supply and Installation of Cameras, Monitors and Recording Equipment,  

· Provision of fibre and power supplies.

Public Consultation Process

The proposal was advertised in the Irish Independent and The Echo in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations,2001 and was on public display at South Dublin County Council Offices:-


County Hall, Town Centre, Tallaght, Dublin 24


Civic Offices, Clondalkin, Dublin 22

From Tuesday,12th December,2006 to Friday 19th January, 2007.

Any person wishing to make a  submission or observation with respect to the proposed development dealing with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area in which the development is situated was invited to do so. The latest date for receipt of submissions was up to and including 4.30pm on Friday, 2nd February,2007.

Submissions Received

One submission was received as follows:-

1. Cllr. Trevor Gilligan- “is there any chance that the cctv system could be extended in the Grange Castle vicinity so that it could aid the residents of Grange View estate/Kilcronin/Kilmahuddrick etc”.

Councils Response

The services within the Grange Castle Business Park have been provided and funded to facilitate the development of The Park for inward investment. The operational management and maintenance costs of these services form part of the service charge levied by Grange Castle Facilities Management Ltd (with effect from the1st January,2005) as provided for in the Park Scheme Lease. The provision of CCTV is a long-term commitment given by the Council to Clients locating in the Park and while the provision of this service is a capital project the cost of operation and maintenance of the system will form part of the service charge for the Business Park. Accordingly, it is not considered appropriate to extend the CCTV system to areas which do not form part of the area levied for service charge.

It should be noted that a number of cameras will be provided on the periphery of The Park to supervise The Canal, Grange Castle Road, Nangor Road and the Lucan Newcastle Road. Due regard must be taken to the provisions of the relevant data protection legislation.

Recommendation
The proposed works are consistent with the proper planning and sustainable development of the Business Park having regard to the zoning and specific local objectives of the Development Plan, 2004-2010.It is recommended that the development works as proposed be proceeded with.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the County Council Meeting for decision.”

Following consideration of the Report it was recommended by the Committee that the development as advertised should be proceeded with. 

The proposed works are consistent with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area having regard to the Development Plan 2004-2010.  Accordingly, it is now proposed to proceed with the development works as proposed.” 

The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the proposed development be carried out as recommended in the Manager’s Report.

(C/0110/07)
REPORT ON PUBLIC NOTIFICATION PROCEDURE UNDER PART 8 OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001-2003 FOR THE PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF AN INTEGRATED HOUSING SCHEME COMPRISING OF 10 NO. TRAVELLER-SPECIFIC GROUP HOUSES, 31 SOCIAL/AFFORDABLE UNITS, A COMMUNITY CENTRE AND ALL NECESSARY ASSOCIATED ANCILLARY WORKS ON A SITE AT NEWCASTLE LYONS, NEWCASTLE, COUNTY DUBLIN.

The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The proposal is to construct an integrated housing scheme comprising 10 no. group houses for members of the Travelling community, 31 social/affordable housing units and a community centre at Newcastle Lyons, Co. Dublin .  This proposal was prepared by Maplewood Developments Ltd. to comply with condition 8 of Planning Permission Register Reference SD05/A./0344. 

Statutory public notice in accordance with the requirements of Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001 – 2003, was published in respect of the above integrated housing development in the Irish Independent on Friday 8th December, 2006. (Members should note due to typographical error that the advertisement stated that the proposal was for 34 social /affordable housing units. Please note that which does not affect the statutory process as the number of units advertised was greater than the number to be constructed under the proposal.) 

A site notice was also affixed on the land as required.  Detailed drawings, plans and elevations of the proposal were available for public inspection between the 8th of December, 2006 and 15h of January, 2007 inclusive at County Hall, Tallaght and Clondalkin Civic Centre. The closing date for receipt of submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development, dealing with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area in which the development is proposed to be located was the 29th January, 2007.  

No submissions in respect of the proposed development were received during the statutory period.

Following appraisal and evaluation it is considered that the proposed development, as clarified in this report, comprising 10 no. group houses for members of the Travelling community, 31 social/affordable housing units and a community centre at Newcastle Lyons, Co. Dublin, as detailed in the foregoing report, is consistent with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, having regard to the provisions of the County Development Plan and it is proposed to proceed with the planned development.

 

It is a target of the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005 – 2008 that this scheme commences construction in 2007. The matter was considered by the Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee at their meeting held on 27th February 2007 and the committee recommended that the report be approved by the Council at the meeting to be held on 12th March 2007.” 

The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the proposed development be carried out as recommended in the Manager’s Report.

(C/0111/07) 
PROPOSED INTRODUCTION OF A 30KM/H PERIODIC SPECIAL SPEED LIMIT ZONE FOR LUCAN SCHOOLS AS PART OF THE COUNTYWIDE SCHOOLS REVIEW.
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The attached report was considered at the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting held on 20th February, 2007.

Following consideration of the report the Committee recommended that the Council approve the Periodic Special Speed Limit Zone for Lucan Schools as per the Manager’s report.

REPORT

The Schools Review survey in relation to the cluster of schools in the environs of Old Lucan Road and Chapel Hill comprising the following four schools:

· Scoil Mhuire  

· St. Joseph’s 

· St Andrew’s

·  St Mary’s

was reported to the South Dublin County Council meeting of 16th May 2006. Following the meeting draft recommendations were circulated to the Boards of Management of the above schools for consideration.  As part of this process, it was recommended that a 30KM/H Periodic Special Speed Limit Zone be introduced in the vicinity of the aforementioned schools at “the Old Hill Road, Lucan from a point 13 metres east of Public Lighting Pole No. 1 adjacent to the entrance to the Old Rectory in an easterly direction to its junction with Lucan Road and also Lucan Road from a point 3 metres South West of Public Lighting Pole No. 40 adjacent to the entrance to Esker Lawns in a North Easterly direction to a point 2 metres East of Public Lighting Pole No. 26 adjacent to Lucan Heights.”
It is proposed that this Bye-Law would come into operation on the 2nd April, 2007 and would be effective from 7.30 a.m to 9.30 am and from 1.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m on dates which are in accordance with the Department of Education & Science School Year and the  Standardisation of the School Year document.

.

In accordance with Section 9 of the Road Traffic Act, 2004, the Council is obliged to give notice of any proposal to make Bye-Laws in relation to speed limits to the Garda Commissioner.  The Council is obliged to consider any representations received within a period of one month from the date of such notice.

The Council is also obliged to carry out a public consultation procedure in this regard and to consider any submissions received within a 30 day period. 

In compliance with the public consultation requirements a public notice relating to the proposal was published in the Irish Independent and Irish Times on  5th January, 2007 and the closing date for receipt of objections/representation was the 5th February 2007.

No submissions were received during the prescribed 30 day period in relation to the proposal.

The Garda Commissioner has consented to this proposal.

The making of the bye-law in relation to speed limits is a reserved function of the Council.  If the committee agrees, the following resolution will be put before the Council meeting in March, 2007.

“It is hereby resolved that the County Council of South Dublin in exercise of the power conferred on it by Section 9 of the Road Traffic Act, 2004 hereby makes a by-law imposing a periodic 30 kilometre per hour special  speed limit on:-

“the Old Hill Road, Lucan from a point 13 metres east of Public Lighting Pole No. 1 adjacent to the entrance to the Old Rectory in an easterly direction to its junction with Lucan Road and also Lucan Road from a point 3 metres South West of Public Lighting Pole No. 40 adjacent to the entrance to Esker Lawns in a North Easterly direction to a point 2 metres East of Public Lighting Pole No. 26 adjacent to Lucan Heights in the administrative County of South Dublin.

 This bye-law shall come into operation on the 2nd April, 2007 and shall be 

effective from 7.30 a.m to 9.30 am and from 1.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m on dates which are in accordance with the Department of Education & Science School Year and the Standardisation of the School Year document” 

The Bye Law to be known as Road Traffic ( Periodic Special Speed Limit) Amendment Bye-Law 2007 – (RSL No. 1 of 2007) – Lucan Schools, and that the seal of the Council be affixed to the Bye-Law.  

Its is proposed to present this Draft Bye Law to the full Council meeting in March, 2007 for approval.” 
[image: image4.png]



R.S.L. NO. 1 OF 2007

 ROAD TRAFFIC ( PERIODIC SPECIAL SPEED LIMIT) AMENDMENT BYE LAW 2007

LUCAN SCHOOLS

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

R.S.L. NO    1 of  2007

South Dublin County Council in exercise of the powers conferred them by section 9 of the Road Traffic Act 2004 (No.44 of 2004), hereby make the following bye-law for periodic special speed limit in respect of the Old Hill Road, Lucan from a point 13 metres east of Public Lighting Pole No. 1 adjacent to the entrance to the Old Rectory in an easterly direction to its junction with Lucan Road and also Lucan Road from a point 3 metres South West of Public Lighting Pole No. 40 adjacent to the entrance to Esker Lawns in a North Easterly direction to a point 2 metres East of Public Lighting Pole No. 26 adjacent to Lucan Heights in the administrative County of South Dublin.

1.
This bye-law may be cited as the Road Traffic ( Periodic Special Speed Limit) Amendment Bye-Law 2007 (RSL No 1 of 2007) – Lucan Schools.

2. 
This bye-law shall come into operation on the 2nd April, 2007 and shall be 

effective from 7.30 a.m to 9.30 am and from 1.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m on dates which are in accordance with the Department of Education & Science School Year and the Standardisation of the School Year document.

3.
In this bye-law:


“the Act of 2004” means the Road Traffic Act, 2004.


“built-up-area” has the meaning assigned to it by the Act of 2004.


“distance” means distance measured along the centre line of the road;


“the Minister” means the Minister for Transport.


“motorway” has the meaning assigned to it by the Act of 1993.


“national road” has the meaning assigned to it by the Act of 1993.

“perimeter road” means a road on and along the roadway of which there runs the boundary of built up area: 

“road” means a public road and includes a motorway.

4.
30 kilometres per hour shall be the periodic  special speed limit for mechanically propelled vehicles on the road specified in the schedule to this Bye-Law.

SCHEDULE

5.
Section 9.13 First Schedule (Built up Area) of Bye Law R.S.L. 

of No 1 of 2006 is hereby amended by Bye Law R.S.L. No 1 of 2007 in respect of that part of the Old Hill Road, Lucan from a point 13 metres east of Public Lighting Pole No. 1 adjacent to the entrance to the Old Rectory in an easterly direction to its junction with Lucan Road and also Lucan Road from a point 3 metres South West of Public Lighting Pole No. 40 adjacent to the entrance to Esker Lawns in a North Easterly direction to a point 2 metres East of Public Lighting Pole No. 26 adjacent to Lucan Heights.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

PRESENT WHEN THE COMMON SEAL OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL WAS AFFIXED HERETO:-

MAYOR / DEPUTY MAYOR / NOMINATED EMPLOYEE OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

DATED THE ______ DAY OF  ________ 

EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part of the bye-law and does not purport to be a legal interpretation).

This bye-law amends the Road Traffic (Speed Limits) Bye-Laws 2006 (RSL No. 1 of 2006) to have a 30 km/h periodic special speed limit  on the Old Hill Road, Lucan from a point 13 metres east of Public Lighting Pole No. 1 adjacent to the entrance to the Old Rectory in an easterly direction to its junction with Lucan Road and also Lucan Road from a point 3 metres South West of Public Lighting Pole No. 40 adjacent to the entrance to Esker Lawns in a North Easterly direction to a point 2 metres East of Public Lighting Pole No. 26 adjacent to Lucan Heights

Ambulances, fire brigade and Garda Siochana vehicles while being used in the course of duty are exempt from the speed limit.

The making of the bye-law in relation to speed limits is a reserved function of the Council.  If the Council agrees, the following resolution is required:-

“It is hereby resolved that the County Council of South Dublin in exercise of the power conferred on it by Section 9 of the Road Traffic Act, 2004 hereby makes a bye-law imposing a periodic 30 kilometre per hour special  speed limit on:-

“the Old Hill Road, Lucan from a point 13 metres east of Public Lighting Pole No. 1 adjacent to the entrance to the Old Rectory in an easterly direction to its junction with Lucan Road and also Lucan Road from a point 3 metres South West of Public Lighting Pole No. 40 adjacent to the entrance to Esker Lawns in a North Easterly direction to a point 2 metres East of Public Lighting Pole No. 26 adjacent to Lucan Heights in the administrative County of South Dublin.

 This bye-law shall come into operation on the 2nd   April  2007 and shall be 

effective from 7.30 a.m to 9.30 am and from 1.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m on dates which are in accordance with the Department of Education & Science School Year and the Standardisation of the School Year document” 

The Bye Law to be known as Road Traffic ( Periodic Special Speed Limit) Amendment Bye-Law 2007 – (RSL No. 1 of  2007) – Lucan Schools, and that the seal of the Council be affixed to the Bye-Law”.  

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor D. Keating and RESOLVED:   

“That the County Council of South Dublin in exercise of the power conferred on it by Section 9 of the Road Traffic Act, 2004 hereby makes a bye-law imposing a periodic 30 kilometre per hour special  speed limit on:-

“the Old Hill Road, Lucan from a point 13 metres east of Public Lighting Pole No. 1 adjacent to the entrance to the Old Rectory in an easterly direction to its junction with Lucan Road and also Lucan Road from a point 3 metres South West of Public Lighting Pole No. 40 adjacent to the entrance to Esker Lawns in a North Easterly direction to a point 2 metres East of Public Lighting Pole No. 26 adjacent to Lucan Heights in the administrative County of South Dublin.

 This bye-law shall come into operation on the 2nd   April  2007 and shall be 

effective from 7.30 a.m to 9.30 am and from 1.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m on dates which are in accordance with the Department of Education & Science School Year and the Standardisation of the School Year document” 

The Bye Law to be known as Road Traffic ( Periodic Special Speed Limit) Amendment Bye-Law 2007 – (RSL No. 1 of  2007) – Lucan Schools, and that the seal of the Council be affixed to the Bye-Law”.  

(C/0112/07)  NEWCASTLE ROAD BUS PRIORITY MEASURES 
Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transportation presented the report.

 “The attached report was presented to the Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee 

Meeting on Tuesday 20th February 2007.   Following consideration of the report the committee recommended that the Bus Priority Measures for Newcastle Road be implemented subject to the minor modifications included in the report of 20th February 2007.

REPORT
The Report on the Part 8 Consultation in respect of proposed Newcastle Bus Priority Measures was considered at the Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting of 16th February 2005, following which it was recommended by the Committee that the scheme be implemented subject to a number of conditions. At the County Council Meeting held on 14th March 2005, the Council agreed to proceed with the scheme subject to the recommended conditions. 

Subsequent to the Council's agreement, the DTO sought various changes including the extension of the scheme further northwards towards the N4, which was in conflict with the conditions agreed by the Council. In addition, site investigations carried out as part of the detailed design of the scheme confirmed the presence of utilities the diversion of which would have required an increased cost and timeframe over that originally anticipated. Funding was withheld pending a resolution of these issues.

Funding has been allocated under the DTO 2007 Traffic Management Grant Programme to undertake the scheme subject to further  modifications in the current year. The main difference between the present proposal and the scheme already agreed by Council arises from the conversion in the intervening period of the roundabout at the Tandy's Lane junction into a signalised junction, and a consequent request from Dublin Bus to retain the roundabout at the junction with Esker Drive, where it had been proposed to convert this to a signalised junction, to facilitate bus turning movements. As a result, no works are now proposed north of this roundabout other than upgrading the adjacent existing pedestrian crossing an providing yellow box and other road markings. A favourable recommendation is now sought to proceed with the scheme as currently proposed, full details of which will be made available to the Committee in advance of its meeting of 20th February 2007. 

Representatives from the Quality Bus Network Office and its Consultants will be in attendance at the Meeting to deal with any queries and clarify any issues as required.” 
The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the Bus Priority Measures for Newcastle Road be implemented subject to the minor modifications included in the report of 20th February 2007.

(C/0113/07) 
APPLICATION FOR A COUNTYWIDE COMMUNITY ACTIVITY EVENT WITH A COUNTYWIDE INTEREST
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Applications for a grant under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants to these organisations, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	GF 1535
	Dublin Community Games,

Carmichael House,

North Brunswick Street,

Dublin 7.
	Countywide Community Activity Event with a Countywide Interest towards the annual Dublin Community Games including the development of  Community Games in the Clondalkin & Tallaght Area.
	26/01/07
	€5,000

	GF 1542
	Silhouette International

BRC Gun Club
	Countywide Community Activity Event with a Countywide Interest
	12/02/07
	€5,000


A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. McDermott, E. Maloney, C. Keane, T. Ridge, E. Walsh, J. Daly, S. O’Connor and J. Hannon. 
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and AGREED:
“That Payment of grants to these organisations, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is approved:

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Dateof Application
	Amount



	GF 1535
	Dublin Community Games,

Carmichael House,

North Brunswick Street,

Dublin 7.
	Countywide Community Activity Event with a Countywide Interest towards the annual Dublin Community Games including the development of  Community Games in the Clondalkin & Tallaght Area.
	26/01/07
	€5,000

	GF 1542
	Silhouette International

BRC Gun Club
	Countywide Community Activity Event with a Countywide Interest
	12/02/07
	€5,000


Councillor T. McDermott indicated that he wished the record to show that he was not in favour of the proposed payment of a grant to Silhouette International BRC Gun Club.

CORRESPONDENCE 
(C/0114/07)
Letter, dated 30th January 2007 from Limerick County Council regarding motion passed in relation to the inadequacy of funding for young adults suffering from Cystic Fibrosis.
The above letter was NOTED.
(C/0115/07)
Letter, dated 23rd February 2007 from the Association of County and City Councils regarding motion passed calling on the Minister for the Environment to update dog control legislation to ban certain dangerous breeds of dog such as pit-bull terriers.
The above letter was NOTED.
(C/0116/07) 
MAYOR’S BUSINESS

BAN ON PIT-BULL TERRIERS


It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:


 “That this Council supports a ban on the ownership of pit-bull terriers.”
“REPORT: 

“There is no provision in current legislation or Council Bye-Laws viz. the Control of Dogs Act 1986 and South Dublin County Council (Parks) Bye-Laws which would enable the imposition of a ban on pit-bull terriers as suggested in the Motion. If the Motion is passed a copy will be forwarded to the Minister for the Environment Heritage and Local Government.

Control of Dogs Act 1986
Under the provisions of the Control of Dogs Act 1986

a) 
All dogs must be kept under effectual control when in any public place i.e. street, road, park etc.


b) 
Certain breeds must always be leashed e.g. Greyhound, Doberman, German Shepard, Pitt Bull Terrier, Rottweiler etc. These dogs should also be muzzled and accompanied by a person over the age of 16 years when in a public place.

c) 
It is an offence not to have the owner’s identity on a dog collar, tag or badge.

Penalties:

Penalties for breaches of the Control of Dogs Acts, range from €30 ‘On the Spot fines” which are issued by the Dog Wardens, to maximum fines of €1,269.74 and/or 3 months imprisonment which may be imposed by the District Court.
Enforcement.

In 2006 a total of 710 ‘On the Spot’ fines were issued to persons who did not hold a valid Dog Licence and 35 ‘On the Spot’ fines were issued to persons for failing to keep their dog under effectual control. (Sections 2 and 9 respectively of the Control of Dogs Act 1986 refer). Where a Licence is purchased and produced within one week of the ‘On the Spot’ fine being issued, no fine is payable. 
Prosecutions were taken against 61 people who failed to pay these fines and of these 24 were successful. In addition to the above a small number of direct prosecutions were taken by the Council. These prosecutions related to attacks by dogs on members of the public or their pets. None of the  prosecutions taken involved dogs which are required to be muzzled in a public place, under the  Control of Dogs Act. 

Parks Byelaws
In relation to dogs in parks, the South Dublin County Council (Parks) Bye Laws state as follows;

No person ......
(a) Shall take into or allow to remain in a park any dog unless it is on a leash.

(b) In charge of a dog in a park shall engage it in coursing or permit it to be engaged in coursing in a park.

Every person in charge of a dog in a park shall:

a) Take reasonable care to prevent it from causing annoyance to any person using the Park or worrying, chasing, injuring or disturbing any animals, birds or other creatures in the Park.

(b) Be liable for any damage or injury which may be caused by the dog.

(c) Remove it from the Park if so directed by an authorised employee of the Council.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Maloney, T. Ridge, D. Keating, G. O’Connell, J. Daly, T. McDermott, J. Hannon, M. Corr and C. Keane.
Ms. M. Pyne, Director of Environmental Services responded to the Members queries.
The motion was PASSED.
(C/0117/07)
IRISH E-GOVERNMENMENT AWARDS 2007 
Mr. J. Horan informed Members of the Council’s success at the recent e-Government awards.  South Dublin County Council won the overall 2007 award for its innovative CONNECT project that demonstrated outstanding commitment and innovation in its approach to utilizing ICT to implement e-Government services in Ireland.  South Dublin County Council also won the Local eGovernment Category Award.  Mr. Horan paid tribute to all the staff involved and in particular Mr. T. Kavanagh, Head of IT, Mr. S.  Hogan and Ms. L. Maxwell.
The Mayor, Councillor E. Maloney, on behalf of the Members extended congratulations to the County Manager and staff on achievement of these awards.
(C/0118/07) 
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

The Mayor, Councillor E. Maloney, proposed that Standing Orders be suspended to take an emergency motion in his name regarding the Registration of Quarry at De Selby, Saggart – Roadstone Dublin Ltd. – Reg. Ref. SDQU05A/3.  This proposal was in compliance with Standing Order Nos. 76 and 77 and was AGREED by the Members.
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillors M. Corr, K. Warren, E. Walsh, E. Tuffy, J. Hannon, J. Daly, R. Dowds, C. Jones and T. Ridge.
“That this Council immediately cancel the registration of the quarry at De Selby, Saggart, Co. Dublin by Roadstone Limited on the 22nd April 2005, on the basis that information provided by the applicant  may be false, and may mislead South Dublin County Council.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“On 22nd April 2005 registration documents were submitted regarding the registration of the quarry at De Selby on behalf of Roadstone Dublin Ltd.  This included maps of the lands showing the company’s interest in the lands outlined in red and the extraction area outlined in blue.  Additional information was subsequently sought regarding the area of the quarry which had been extracted.

Notification of the application to register the above quarry was provided to the public in accordance with the statutory procedures set out under Section 261 under which the Council published a notice in the Irish Times on the 19th October 2005 giving details of quarries in relation to which information had been submitted, including the De Selby quarry.  The notice advised that the Council proposed to require Roadstone Dublin Limited to submit a planning application and an environmental impact statement (EIS) for the continued operation of the De Selby quarry in accordance with Section 261(7).  The family who currently claim title over part of the lands which had been outlined by Roadstone did not make a submission.

Over the following 6 months the Council indicated that it proposed to require Roadstone to make a planning application for the quarry and to submit an EIS.  This was formally indicated to the company by a statutory notice dated 21 April 2006 under Section 261(7) requiring the submission of a planning application and EIS by 20 October 2006.  Following receipt of a request from Roadstone Dublin Limited, an extension of time for submission of the planning application / EIS was granted up to 20 April 2007. A planning application in respect of this quarry has not been received to date.

On 1st March 2007 a letter was received from Mr. Thomas Joyce and Mrs Kathleen Joyce stating that land in their ownership and that of their son Bryan Joyce had been included without their consent in the lands shown on maps submitted by Roadstone Dublin Limited for the purpose of registering the above quarry.   On 7th March and on 9th March a letter and further details were received from solicitors acting on behalf of Thomas Joyce and Bryan Joyce.  This correspondence is currently being examined”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Maloney, M. Corr, K. Warren, E. Walsh, E. Tuffy, J. Hannon, J. Daly, C. Jones, T. Ridge, S. Laing, D. Keating, G. O’Connell.
Mr. T. Doherty, Director of Planning responded to the Members queries and it was AGREED that, subject to appropriate legal advice, an entry would be made in the Planning Register relating to the Roadstone application to the effect that there was a dispute on the title rights to this land and that a further report on the matter would be brought to the April meeting of the Council.
(C/0119/07) 
HOUSING ESTATE NAMES IN IRISH
It was proposed by Councillor S. O’Connor, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney 
“That this Council will adopt a policy of using the Irish Language in the naming of all new housing estate developments.” 

REPORT: 
“The following condition is attached to all planning permissions granted for new residential development in accordance with The South Dublin County Development  Plan 2004 – 2010 Policy-Part 1 Chapter 3, 3.20.i refers:     

“Prior to the commencement of development the applicant/developer shall submit a street naming and dwelling unit numbering scheme for the written agreement of the planning authority that reflects the local and historical context of the approved development, complies with the guidelines on naming and numbering of the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government and preferably makes reference to the use of the Irish Language and have regard to the Guidelines issued by Placenames Commission (An Coimisiún Logainmneacha).  
 

REASON:  In the interest of the proper planning and development of the area.”    
 

All proposals in respect of naming and numbering of estates must now include an Irish version of the estate name, which must be included in all signage.    

 

Where necessary the Council’s  Oifigeach Gaeilge is consulted to ensure the correct implementation of the above policy.”   

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors S. O’Connor, C. Keane, G. O’Connell, C. Jones and R. Dowds.

Mr. T. Doherty, Director of Planning responded to the members queries.

The report was NOTED.
The meeting concluded at 6:30 p.m.

(C/0120/07) MOTIONS NOT REACHED
DISPOSAL OF 'END OF LIFE' VEHICLES

Councillor R. Dowds   

That this council approves the following change to the disposal of 'end of life' vehicles:-

a)  That the €50 charge be scrapped.

b)  That a sum of perhaps €200 be paid to people who bring a car to an 'end of life'  unit.

INTEGRITY OF THE COUNCIL’S PLANNING FILES


Councillor T. McDermott   

That that the Members discuss the process to secure the integrity of the Council's planning files and call on the Manager to improve it in light of recent failures by the Council to fulfil its obligations in this regard. 

COMMUNITY FORUM AND COMMUNITY PLATFORM

Councillor G. O'Connell   

That this Council values the role and contribution of the Community Forum and Community Platform and will positively support them by holding at least one conference per annum dealing with issues of concern to the community and voluntary sector to which the executive from both organisations, as well as the elected members of the Council be invited and by  providing each organisation with a full time support worker and by including both organisations on the relevant invitation list for council events.

WATER LEISURE STRATEGY

Councillor D. Keating   

That the Manager would report on the initial stages of the Review of the Water Leisure Strategy specifically regarding the provision of the outstanding Swimming Pools.  Would the Manager also set out in detail his intentions to ensure that the necessary funding is available in the case of government funding not being made available. 


COUNCIL PLAY OFFICER

Councillor E. Tuffy   

That in the light of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child to which Ireland has signed up, and which includes the right of the child to engage in play and recreational activities appropriate to the age of the child, and the onus  the National Children's Office, the National Children's Plan and the National Play Policy place on local authorities to provide for children exercising this right, this Council should appoint a Play Officer as it is required to do under the National Play Policy. 

ANIMAL RESCUE GROUPS
Councillor M. Árdagh   

That the Manager review the criteria for animal rescue groups that entitles them to have fees waived: 

Confirmation of an organisation's status as a registered charity. 

Confirmation of planning permission to operate a dog pound facility 

Copy of a current General Dog Licence 

Names of the nominated individuals, approved by the organisation to collect dogs on behalf of the organisation 

as not every animal rescue group is a registered charity, no rescue centres have permission to operate a dog pound as these are rescue centres and not every animal rescue have premises and many volunteers operate from their homes and will he give a report on the matter.

RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCE

Councillor C. Keane   

That this Council recommends that South Dublin County Council reduce the use of fossil used fuel by switching to a renewable energy source. 

APARTMENT BUILDINGS


Councillor T. Ridge   

That this Council agree that apartment buildings in this Council should include the following - a concierge service, and coin operated washing and drying machines in a communal area which would do away with the need to dry clothes on balconies.

ILLEGAL DOMESTIC CLOTHING COLLECTIONS

Councillor J. Lahart   

That this Council, in order to combat the proliferation in illegal domestic clothing collections;

investigates the possibility of introducing bye-laws which oblige all collectors to clearly identify their company/organisation name , address, landline and other relevant company/organisation/charity number details, together with the relevant tax clearance details;

and inter alia introduces severe penalties for those collectors and residents who knowingly breach these regulations;

organises a publicity campaign to alert householders to any proposed changes

and examines best practise in this regard.

COUNCIL HOUSES – BUY BACK

Councillor R. Dowds   

That South Dublin County Council adopt a policy whereby our County Council would purchase back houses in Council estates from elderly residents in return for them moving into rented sheltered accommodation. 

TAKING IN CHARGE OF ESTATES

Councillor C. Keane   

That this Council agrees to draw up a policy as per  circular PD1 of 2006 from the Minister reminding planning authorities of their legal obligation imposed by section 180. The circular also stated that planning authorities must establish a policy for the completion and taking in charge of estates, and  (b) that it include a policy on management companies.

PROVISION OF SOCIAL HOUSING AND AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Councillor E. Tuffy   

That in view of the enormous barriers facing young people in securing their own homes in South Dublin, due to rampant inflation in house prices in every part of the County and the failure of Government to adequately resource the provision of Social Housing and Affordable Housing, this Council re-affirms its commitment to realising in practice the delivery of 15% of all housing in the County as Social and Affordable Housing under the Part V process and calls on the Manager to refuse to negotiate any departure from this requirement with any developer in the County. 

ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY CEMENT

Councillor T. McDermott   

That this council, in accordance with new public sector procurement procedures (SI no. 329 / 2006), calls for the use of environmentally friendly cement in construction and within Local Area Plans. 

SITING OF PLANNING APPLICATION

Councillor J. Lahart   

That the Council undertakes a review of the regulations governing the siting of planning application roadside public notices, particularly in light of obvious flaws relating to where a planning application may be lodged within an estate that directly affects residents to the rear of that house but located in a different estate. 

CYCLISTS AND INCREASED TRAFFIC VOLUMES

Councillor D. Keating   

That the Manager would agree to bring forward a detailed report or discussion on the implications for cyclists of increased traffic volumes and gridlock on our roads, as well as considerable road widening programmes, including the Outer Ring Road, the N4 and M50. 
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