COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL


MEETING OF COUNTY COUNCIL

Tuesday, April 10, 2007

MOTION 3
MOTION: Councillor T. McDermott

That that the Members discuss the process to secure the integrity of the Council's planning files and call on the Manager to improve it in light of recent failures by the Council to fulfil its obligations in this regard. 

REPORT
Prior to the introduction of the Planning & Development Act, 2000, on 11th March, 2002, Planning Authorities were obliged to keep planning files for a period of 5 years from the date of the final decision.

Since 11th March, 2002, Planning Authorities are obliged to retain at least one original copy of a planning file in perpetuity, as stated in Section 38 (5) of the Planning & Development Act, 2000.  

Since 8th August 2003 all planning application files received by this authority have been electronically scanned on receipt, and made available on the Internet.  

Files received since 1st January 2000 have recently been scanned by an outside agency and work has commenced on uploading scanned files to the Council’s website on a phased basis over the coming months.

This means that secure electronic copies of all files received since 1st January 2000 will be available and readily accessible indefinitely.

It is intended to continue this programme of backscanning older planning files until all files which are currently available in hardcopy only will be electronically stored and easily retrievable.

