COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL


MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE 2

Monday, March 26, 2007
Headed Item No. 17
Firing Range at Aghfarrell, Brittas

A complaint was received by Planning Enforcement Section in relation to the use of a quarry at Aghfarrell, Brittas as a firing range in September 2005.  Following investigation, a Warning Letter pursuant to Section 152 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 was served on the owner and occupier on 24 October 2005.  Submissions in response to this Warning Letter were received in December 2005. In their submission, the operators of the firing range contend that the use of the lands as a firing range precedes 1963. They also submit that works have had to be carried out to meet the Garda Síochana’s requirements.
Further inspections were carried out and an Enforcement Notice dated 15 June 2006 pursuant to Section 154 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 was served on the owner and occupier requiring:-

1. The removal of the 3 no. steel containers from the lands

2. The cessation of the use of the lands as a pistol/rifle firing range

3. The restoration of the lands insofar as is practicable to its condition which existed before the unauthorised development took place

Following further inspections, it was ascertained that the enforcement notice had been partially complied with and no longer accurately reflected the situation on the lands. However, further development works had taken place.
Following legal advice, the Enforcement Notice dated 15 June 2006 was withdrawn and a further Enforcement Notice pursuant to Section 154 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 was served in relation to the current situation. This further Notice was served on 19 February 2007 and requires within the period commencing 21 February 2007 and ending 21 April 2007:- 

1. The removal of the galvanised steel “security box” from the land

2. The removal of all timbers (railway sleepers) from the lands
3. The demolition of the two earthen banks flanking the practice range

Failure to comply with the requirements of this notice may lead to the initiation of legal proceedings in this matter.  

The historical and current use of the lands is being further investigated.  A meeting has been arranged with the operators of the firing range and the owner of the lands.
