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	 COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS


	SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL


MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE 

(Dealing with Environment, Housing, Community and Parks)
HELD ON 19th February, 2007
PRESENT

	Councillors
	Councillors

	Corr, M
	King, C

	Daly, J
	Maloney, E

	Daly, M
	Neville, J

	Hannon, J
	Warren, K

	Jones, C
	


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor K. Warren presided.

OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Director of Community Services
	P. Smith

	Senior Executive Officers
	B. Coman, P. Murphy, M. Coleman, J. Walsh

	Administrative Officer
	C. Ward, J. Kilgarriff

	County Librarian
	I. Stobbart

	Senior Architect
	E. Conroy

	Senior Executive Architect
	M. O Sullivan

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	C. Boylan

	Senior Executive Engineer
	L. McGee

	Technician
	F. Van Tonder

	Senior Staff Officer
	J. Kelly, H. Keane, S. O Hara, Z. Markey

	Staff Officer
	K. Nicholls, 


T/80/07
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 15th January, 2007 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.  

It was proposed by Councillor K.Warren, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney  and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Tallaght Area Committee held on  15th January, 2007 be ADOPTED and APPROVED".

ENVIRONMENT BUSINESS

T/81/07
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 1- 7 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
T/82/07
GRAFITTI – SWIFTBROOK, DE SELBY, MONTPELIER

QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

"To ask the Manager to state why despite previous requests to have graffiti removed from properties in Swiftbrook, De Selby, Montpelier etc 
(please refer to previous questions) this litter offence has not been addressed?"

REPLY

The Litter Warden for the Tallaght area has spoken on a number of occasions to the residents whose properties have been affected by graffiti in the areas mentioned.  The Warden reports that he has experienced difficulty in having graffiti removed where the type of boundary wall is not suitable for the painting out of graffiti.  

The Warden will consider arranging for the graffiti to be removed from the properties in question and if necessary will serve notice on the owners under Section 20 of the Litter Pollution Act 1997 indicating that South Dublin County Council proposes to recoup the cost of the work from the property owners. 
T/83/07
ROADSWEEPING



Question: Cllr M. Corr

"To ask the Manager to provide a schedule showing anticipated dates of road sweeps per estate in the Tallaght South area for the forthcoming year.” 

Reply:

The schedule for road sweeping in the County is available for the first half of 2007 only at the present. The schedule for the second half of the year will be available in June.  Dates are given as ‘week commencing’ dates, 
which indicates that sweeping in the areas of concern will occur during the week indicated.
	Route ref
	Areas covered
	1st sweep in ‘07
	2nd sweep in ‘07

	NE15
	Rathcoole, Saggart
	Weeks commencing

March 5th and 12th
	Weeks commencing

June 11th and 18th

	NE16
	Corbally, Verschoyle
	Weeks commencing

March 5th and 12th
	Weeks commencing

June 11th and 18th

	NE17
	Carrigmore, De Selby
	Weeks commencing

March 5th and 12th
	Weeks commencing

June 11th and 18th

	NE18
	Allenton, Ellensborough
	Weeks commencing

March 5th and 12th
	Weeks commencing

June 11th and 18th

	NE 19
	Ely, Ferncourt, Oakdale
	Weeks commencing

March 5th and 12th
	Weeks commencing

June 11th and 18th

	NE20
	Woodstown
	Weeks commencing

March 5th and 12th
	Weeks commencing

June 11th and 18th

	NE21
	Rathlyon, Wood dale
	Week commencing

June 29th
	Weeks commencing

April 23rd and 30th

	NE22
	Carriglea, Kilakee
	Week commencing

June 29th
	Weeks commencing

April 23rd and 30th

	NE23
	Castlefield, Glenlyon,

Glenvara, Monalea
	Week commencing

June 29th
	Weeks commencing

April 23rd and 30th

	NE49
	Glenshane
	Weeks commencing

February 12th and 19th
	Weeks commencing

May 14th and 21st

	NE50
	Kilmartin, Swiftbrook,

Kilcarrig, Drumcairn
	Weeks commencing

February 12th and 19th
	Weeks commencing

May 14th and 21st

	NE51
	Ardmore, Sundale
	Weeks commencing

February 12th and 19th
	Weeks commencing

May 14th and 21st

	NE52
	Brookview
	Weeks commencing

February 12th and 19th
	Weeks commencing

May 14th and 21st

	NE53
	Bawnlea, Cloonmore,

Dromcarra, Kilclare
	Weeks commencing

February 12th and 19th
	Weeks commencing

May 14th and 21st

	NE54
	Kiltalown, Knockmore
	Weeks commencing

February 12th and 19th
	Weeks commencing

May 14th and 21st

	NE55
	Donomore, Killinarden
	Weeks commencing

February 12th and 19th
	Weeks commencing

May 14th and 21st

	NE56
	Cushlawn, Donomore
	Weeks commencing

February 12th and 19th
	Weeks commencing

May 14th and 21st

	NE57
	Aylesbury
	Weeks commencing

February 12th and 19th
	Weeks commencing

May 14th and 21st


T/84/07
CITYWISE PROJECT ON FORTUNESTOWN WAY 
 LITTER BIN
Question: Cllr C. King
"To ask the Manager to arrange for a litter bin to be provided in the vicinity of the Citywise project on Fortunestown Way as requests have come in from the management and users of the centre and the residents of 
the area with a view to the litter problem in the area being diminished or eradicated?”

Reply:

As previously notified to all members of the Council on the 19th October 2006 the Environmental Services Dept has not been in a position to provide and service litter bins at any new locations in the County since that time because of industrial relations difficulties.  It is hoped that negotiations to resolve this problem will be concluded in the very near future.  Once this matter has been resolved the request for a litter bin on Fortunestown Way at the location mentioned will be given further consideration
T/85/07
41A MAPLEWOOD AVENUE
Question: Cllr Mick Murphy
“To ask the Manager could he verify how the owner of the new house at 41a Maplewood Avenue got permission to hook up to the effluent system when it is well known that there is a problem with the system in the vicinity of that house.

Reply:

Planning permission was granted for construction of a 2 storey, end of terrace, 3 bed domestic dwelling at 41a Maplewood Avenue in December 2006.

Condition number 2 of that permission states that the water supply and drainage infrastructure, including disposal of surface water shall comply with the technical requirements of the planning authority.  It also states that all building must be designed and constructed in accordance with the Building Regulations 1997.

The Area Engineer, Drainage Maintenance, has inspected this site and has contacted the Architect involved and informed him that the private combined drain serving this location is not suitable for another dwelling and that another point of connection will need to be accessed in order to 
comply with the technical requirements of the Planning Authority, as set out above.

The Area Engineer has made arrangements to meet the Architect on site and advise on the alternative location of the connection.

T/86/07
AVONMORE PARK – CLEAN UP 
Question: Cllr J. Neville
"To ask the Manager to have arranged a major clean-up of the hill area adjacent to Avonmore Park and will the Manger note that the dumping of 
rubbish at this location appears to be a recurring problem and what long term action can this Council take to resolve this issue?."

Reply:

The Litter Warden has been requested to inspect the area in question and to ascertain if there is evidence available which can be used to identify those responsible for the illegal dumping.  Once the Warden has completed his examination of the waste he will arrange for the area to be cleaned by the relevant section of the Council.
T/87/06
GLENVIEW SHOPPING CENTRE - GRAFITTI

Question: Cllr J. Neville
"To ask the Manager to have arranged contact made with the relevant retail units at Glenview Shopping Centre requesting that they arrange removal of the unsightly graffiti at the Shopping Centre?."

Reply:

The Litter Warden for the area has been asked to visit the shops in question and to inform the owners or occupiers of the various units of their responsibility for the upkeep of their properties under the Litter Pollution Act 1997.If the owners do not remove the graffiti, the Council may serve a formal notice requiring that the cleaning works be carried out.
T/88/07
OLD BAWN PATHWAY – LITTER BINS
Question: Cllr K. Warren

"To ask the Manager to erect bins on the Old Bawn pathway across the road from Aherns pub as litter gathers in Dodder Park as a result of having no way to dispose of it along this stretch of road, if the Manager could look at the possibility of placing a bin on each entrance to the park at this location and would he make a statement on the matter?”

Reply:

The request for additional litter bins at the entrance to Dodder Valley Park from Old Bawn Road has been examined by the engineer in charge of the cleansing section.  The engineer reports that it is not possible to service litter bins at this location due to traffic flows in the area and the absence of a facility to allow the servicing vehicle to pull in off the main road and away from the flow of traffic.  Unfortunately it is not possible to install new litter bins at the location in question for this reason.

T/89/07
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/90/07
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/91/07
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/92/07
DODDER VALLEY PARK (LITTER BINS)
It was proposed by Councillor J. Neville, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney:
"That this Committee calls on the Manager to have arranged the erections of litter bins at the pedestrian access/ egress to Dodder Valley Park (Old Bawn Road)?”



The following report which had been circulated was READ:

“The request for additional litter bins at the entrance to Dodder Valley Park from Old Bawn Road has been examined by the engineer in charge of the cleansing section.  The engineer reports that it is not possible to service litter bins at this location due to traffic flows in the area and the absence of a facility to allow the servicing vehicle to pull in off the main road and away from the flow of traffic.  Unfortunately it is not possible to install new litter bins at the location in question for this reason”
Following a discussion to which Councillors J. Neville and K. Warren contributed, Mr. L. Magee, Senior Executive Engineer responded to queries raised.    The report was NOTED.
T/93/07
RECYCLING COLLECTION - JOBSTOWN


It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. King:
"That the Manager reports on how, when Oxigen fail to turn up to carry out a scheduled recycling collection in Jobstown and there is a significant amount of litter issuing from overturned or windswept bins it becomes the Council’s or concerned residents responsibility to clean  up the areas affected?”



The following report which had been circulated was READ:
“In the event of green wheel bins not being collected on their due collection day by the Council’s contractor, Oxigen E environmental Ltd., householders are required under the Council’s Storage, Presentation and Collection of Waste, Bye Laws 2004, to remove their wheelbins from the public footpath within 12 hours.(Section 7(c)). This requirement under the Bye laws is to minimise the littering and vandalism that results from 
wheelbins being left overnight or longer. The adherence to this requirement under the Bye Laws is especially important during windy or stormy weather conditions.

In the above situation householders must put out their wheelbins on the following day for collection and in the unlikely event of the wheelbins not being collected, they must take the wheelbins back from the public footpath within the specified time period. This process must continue until the wheelbins are collected. Littering that results from the wheelbins, be it within the scheduled collection time or whether the wheelbins have not 
been collected on their due collection date, is the responsibility of the householders concerned. 

The Council’s cleansing crew must carry out clean up tasks to clear away any littered recyclable waste resulting from wheelbins being left out in contravention of the Bye Laws”
Following a contribution from Councillor M. Corr, Mr. L. Magee responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a report would issue to a future Meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting dealing with Environment  Business.
T/94/07
MAPLEWOOD/RAHEEN AREA – DRAINAGE PROBLEMS
It was proposed by Councillor J. Neville, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney:
“That this Committee discuss the on-going drainage problems in the Maplewood/Raheen area”


The following report which had been circulated was READ:

“The Council has agreed to carry out an investigation into the mains foul drainage system within the Raheen/Maplewood/Springfield area during 2007.  This investigation will involve CCTV survey of the mains and inspection of manholes throughout the area to establish the existence of any faults within the network.

There are a number of problems on private combined drains in the area in relation to broadstraps which have become faulty over time and are causing blockages and these are currently being dealt with by the Drainage Maintenance Section and the householders involved”
Following a discussion to which Councillors J. Neville, E. Maloney and K. Warren contributed, Mr. L. Magee, Senior Executive Engineer responded to queries raised.    The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a report would issue to the next meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting dealing with Environment Business.

T/95/05
GRAFITTI – PROPERTIES ON WHITEBROOK PARK
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor J. Neville:
"That the Manager initiates proceeding to require the owners of properties on (details supplied) adjacent to the new Tallaght Leisure Centre to remove graffiti that has remained on their properties for a significant length of time as this is seriously detracting from the residential amenity in this area?”



The following report which had been circulated was READ:
“The Litter Warden has reported that notice has been served on the owners of the properties referred to in the motion requiring them to remove graffiti.

If the notices are not complied with within a reasonable period on the spot fines may be issued and legal proceedings instituted if necessary to ensure compliance”

Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Corr, J. Neville, J. Daly and C. King contributed, Mr. M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED.
T/96/05
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
It was proposed by An Cathaoirleach, Councillor K. Warren and AGREED in accordance with Standing Orders No. 76 to suspend standing orders to deal with an emergency motion in the name of Councillor C. King.

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor K. Warren:

“That this Committee calls on the Manager to arrange for the collection of all bins in Kilmartin Drive, which have not been collected for approximately eight weeks as a result of an incident with one resident which in turn has resulted in the entire fifty families on the Road being penalised unfairly?”

Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King, J. Hannon, K. Warren and M. Daly contributed, Mr. L. Magee, Senior Executive Engineer responded to queries raised.    The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that Members be informed of the outcome of Meeting scheduled for 16th February, 2007 and a report to issue to the next meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Environment Business.
HOUSING BUSINESS
T/97/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 8 - 13 inclusive, be ADOPTED and APPROVED
T/98/07
HOUSES PURCHASED ON OPEN MARKET
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

"To ask the Manager to provide details in terms of numbers of houses purchased on the open market to replenish the Council's housing stock in the Tallaght area in the past 24 months - this figure to give a breakdown of houses that have sale completed and sale agreed to date?"

REPLY
The purchase of second hand houses forms part of the Councils Multi Annual Housing Construction / Acquisition programme. 

To date we have successfully completed the acquisition of 15 dwellings in the Tallaght Area within the last 24 months. The purchase of an additional 12 no. dwellings in the Tallaght area are nearing completion. 
T/99/07
ESTATE OFFICERS IN THE TALLAGHT AREA
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

"To ask the Manager to provide a breakdown of the numbers of houses within the remit of each Estate Officer in the Tallaght area and likewise within the remit of each Anti-Social Team Officer?"

 

REPLY
The Council's 5 Estate Management Areas each fall within the remit of an Estate Management team. These teams are comprised of the Estate Officer, an Anti-Social Team (made up of two or three Investigative Officers depending on the area/working arrangements etc), the Housing Inspector, Maintenance Clerks of Work/Foremen and relevant Administrative staff from Allocations, Rents, Maintenance, Estate Management and Anti-Social Unit. These teams meet on a regular basis to ensure co-ordination and exhange information in the delivery of the Council's Landlord function.

The figures sought are presented as an average from the county wide perspective as the Areas are kept under constant review to ensure that workloads are evenly distributed.

The Council's housing stock in the county at present is 8,034. On average, therefore, the number of houses per Area is 1,607. While the number of houses within each of these areas presents a certain picture as to the remit of these teams, the nature of the work involved means that those employees referred to do not actually deal with each house on an individual basis. It is therefore more informative to consider those remits in the following way:

Estate Officers
The nature of the work of these employees means that they deal with an estate as a whole so it far more relevant to deal with the number of estates, and residents groups within those estates, per area rather than the number of houses. There are 80 Council housing estates in the county in which there are 37 residents groups.

The average therefore is 16 Estates/circa 7 residents groups per Estate Officer.

Anti Social Teams
The nature of the work of these employees means that they deal with individual Anti Social Cases rather than the number of houses. There are 381 live files in the county.

The average therefore is circa 72 files per Anti Social team.
T/100/07
RAS SCHEME

QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

"To ask the Manager to outline to what extent information is freely available to Councillors as a result of the implementation of the RAS scheme in this Council vis a vis the numbers of private rented houses in particular estates in Tallaght for example, compliance of Landlords to register tenancies with the PRTB, payment of taxpayers money ie Rental Supplement to landlords who are not registered etc?"

 REPLY
Landlords of private rented properties must register details of their tenancies within one month with the Private Residential Tenancies Board which was established under the Residential Tenancies Act 2004.  The Board will use the registration data for its information provision function (primarily to Revenue and Local Authorities) and for resolving certain types of disputes.  

An extract from the register is available to the public which gives details relating to the property but does not disclose information which might identify the landlord or the tenant.  Details regarding the rent are not disclosed in the extract.  The PRTB will take action in the event of a tenancy not being registered or in the case of a complaint being received in respect of a property and/or tenant/s. 

In the case of a landlord joining the Rental Accommodation Scheme the following requirements must be met before the contract can commence:

Proof of registration with the PRTB, production of a tax clearance certificate and an inspection report to establish that the property meets the minimum standards.

Accordingly, over time RAS will drive tenancy registration,tax compliance and improved standards. With regard to those landlords who refuse to put their properties into RAS and who are neither tax compliant 
nor tenancy registered, their details will be passed to both the Revenue Commissioners and the PRTB. Furthermore a new, formal end of year reporting arrangement has been put in place whereby a comprehensive list of RAS landlords and their annual rent receipts will be sent to the Revenue Commissioners every January in respect of the previous year.

Informal reporting arrangements will also be used to inform both authorities of landlords who are in receipt of Rent Supplement and are neither tax compliant nor tenancy registered.

The RAS unit has been of assistance to councillors and resident associations in particular cases concerning these issues.
T/101/07
TRAVELLER SPECIFIC ACCOMMODATION DEVELOPMENTS IN THE TALLAGHT AREA
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

"To ask the Manager to report on standard supports provided by the Council to new Traveller Specific accommodation developments in the Tallaght area?"

REPLY
All residents of permanent Traveller specific accommodation take part in a pre-tenancy course prior to moving into their new homes.  These courses cover such areas as tenant rights and responsibilities and money advice and budgeting and a range of matters which have proved beneficial to both the Council and the new tenants.

The Council has initiated  comprehensive estate management pilot projects in the two most recently occupied Traveller-specific schemes in the Tallaght area.  These projects involve staff from the Council, residents of the schemes and staff from the Tallaght Travellers Community Development Project working together to discuss and implement new initiatives. Following an evaluation of these pilot projects, it is intended to initiate a comprehensive Tenant Participation programme throughout all of the Traveller Specific sites within the Councils administrative area based on the successful outcomes from the pilot projects. 

The Council is also engaged in a leadership and tenant participation training project with Travellers from Clondalkin, Clondalkin Traveller Development Project and An Garda Siochána.  Again following a review of the outcomes of this project it is anticipated that similar projects will be initiated throughout the County.
T/102/07
BROOKFIELD COURT – BOUNDARY GATE
QUESTION: Councillor C. King

"To ask the Manager to replace or repair as appropriate the damaged boundary gate at Brookfield Court which was erected for public safety reasons and which has not being possible to close for some time which has safety implications specifically for the children of the cul-de-sac?"

REPLY
The Entrance gates to Brookfield Court, which were recently damaged by a car were repaired on 29th January 2007 and according to the residents these gates are operational again. 
T/103/07
KILTIPPER WAY – IMPROVEMENTS
Question: Councillor Karen Warren

“To ask the Manager what action he intends taking to improve the condition of Kiltipper Way, particularly that section of the road and pathway which is on the left hand side of the road going from Ellensborough to The Square, and specifically, when he intends to repair the broken walls, remove rubbish, repair trees, and generally improve the condition of the streetscape along this section of the road, and if he will make a statement on the matter?”

Reply

A contractor has recently been engaged by the Council’s Housing Department to carry out remedial and estate improvement works at Kiltipper Way Cushlawn, Tallaght. 

The works, which are currently in progress, include the provision of two openings for pedestrian use in the existing stone wall at two locations, one opposite 15-23 Cushlawn Drive and another opposite 48-56 Cushlawn Walk, the relocation of existing cycle lanes as necessary, the construction of additional footpaths, the repair of other damaged sections of wall and any necessary alterations to the existing footpaths and roads existing within Cushlawn Estate, Tallaght, Dublin 24. Furthermore, the Council’s Parks & Landscape Services Department have also scheduled remedial landscape works to be carried out at this location.   

T/104/07
HOUSING CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“The up-to-date position of the construction programme for is set out in the detail below: - 
COMPLETIONS 2004

Terenure/Rathfarnham Area

	Scheme Name
	No. Of Units
	

	Whitechurch Phase 3 
	9
	

	Sub Total
	9
	


Tallaght

	Scheme Name
	No. Of Units
	

	Cushlawn Phase 1
	28
	

	Tymon Park
	2
	

	Bolbrook
	11
	

	Kilcarrig 2
	8
	

	Russell Square
	5
	

	Marlfield
	26
	

	Sub Total
	80
	


Lucan/Clondalkin

	Scheme Name
	No. Of Units
	

	Old Church Avenue
	4
	

	Balgaddy A
	84
	

	Balgaddy B
	44
	+24 Voluntary Units

	Sub Total
	132
	


	SUMMARY COMPLETIONS 2004
	
	

	SDCC Completions 
	221
	

	Voluntary Completions
	24
	

	Purchases
	20
	

	Total
	265
	


COMPLETIONS 2005

Terenure/Rathfarnham

	Scheme
	No. Of Units
	

	Whitechurch Phase 3
	10
	

	Sub Total
	10
	


Tallaght

	Scheme Name
	No. of Units 
	

	Marlfield
	1
	

	Russell Square
	110
	

	Bawnlea
	7
	

	Jobstown Village Core
	11
	

	Cushlawn, Phase II
	31
	

	Daletree, Ballycragh
	8
	

	Fettercairn Village
	22
	

	Sub Total
	190
	


Lucan/Clondalkin

	Scheme Name
	No of Units
	

	Liscarne 
	38
	

	Harelawn
	10
	

	Moorfield
	14
	

	Total
	62
	


	SUMMARY COMPLETIONS 2005
	
	

	SDCC Completions 
	262
	

	Purchases
	9
	

	Total
	271
	


COMPLETIONS 2006

Lucan/Clondalkin

	Scheme Name
	No of Units
	

	Moorfield
	9
	

	Ballyowen Hall (Part V)
	12
	

	Shancastle
	26
	

	Moorfield
	21
	

	Mayfield ( SH 244)
	36
	

	St Finians
	4
	

	Sub Total
	108
	


Tallaght

	Total
	No. of Units 
	

	Fettercairn Village
	19
	

	Deerpark (Joint Venture)
	119
	

	Fortunestown B, Phase 2
	38 
	

	Fortunestown B Phase 4
	120
	

	Daletree (Part V/Joint Venture)
	24
	

	Sub Total
	320
	


	SUMMARY COMPLETIONS 2006
	
	

	SDCC Completions 
	428
	

	Purchases
	20
	

	Total
	448
	


COMPLETIONS 2007

Tallaght

	Scheme Name
	No. of Units 
	Completion Dates

	Fortunestown B Phase 2
	28
	January 2007


ON SITE:-

Terenure/Rathfarnham

	Scheme Name
	No. of Units
	Completion Dates

	Whitechurch Phase 4 (SH242)
	29 
	+ Community facility. December 2007

	Sub Total
	29
	29 & Community facility


Tallaght

	Scheme Name
	No. of Units
	Completion Dates

	Fortunestown B, Phase 1
	110
	In phases from early 2007

	Avonbeg, Phase 3
	47
	February 2007

	Hunterswood (Heathersett) (Part V)
	40
	First quarter 2007

	Brookfield Village
	16
	+ Community Facility. March 2007

	Daletree
	3
	Second Quarter 2007

	Deerpark (Part V)
	36
	First quarter 2007

	Castlepark
	9
	June 2007

	Cushlawn Phase 3
	22
	December 2007

	Greenhills Road (Part V)
	9
	December 2007

	Kilcarrig Phase 3
	80
	4th Quarter 2008

	Sub.Total
	372
	


Lucan/Clondalkin

	Scheme Name
	No. Of Units
	Completion

	Balgaddy “C” (SH 161)
	85 
	+ (65 Voluntary Units) March 2007

	Balgaddy “D” (SH 209)
	65
	September 2007

	Balgaddy “E” (SH 210)
	100
	Delayed due to Public Lighting  issues

	Kilcronan (SH 182)
	21
	(+ 32 Voluntary units) December 2007

	Lindisfarne (SH 297) 
	5
	December 2007

	“Cherryville”, New Rd. Clondalkin (SH286)
	9
	Feb 2007

	Fonthill (Cowan’s) (Part V)
	7
	December 2007

	Sub-total
	292
	


	SUMMARY SCHEMES ON SITE 
	No. Of Units
	

	SDCC 
	693
	

	VOLUNTARY
	97
	

	Total No. of units on site
	790
	


TENDERS APPROVED

Tallaght

	Scheme Name
	No. of units
	No of Units

	Kiltalown Green 
	28
	Contracts signed December 2006 Due to commence on site Mid Feb 2007

	Sub Total
	28
	


Terenure/Rathfarnham

	Scheme
	No of Units
	

	Whitechurch Phase 5
	7
	Negotiated Tender Report approved by The Department of the Environment Heritage and Local Government. Work due to commence in February 2007 

	Sub Total
	7
	


TENDER ASSESSMENT

Tallaght

	Scheme Name
	No. of units
	No of Units

	Avonbeg Phase 4
	7
	Tenders being assessed

	Sub Total
	7
	


TENDERS ADVERTISED

No Schemes

TENDER PRODUCTION

Lucan/Clondalkin

	Scheme Name
	No. of units
	

	Rowlagh (SH165)
	5 
	Part V option being considered – tenders being prepared

	Harelawn
	20 
	Cost plan approved the 18th of September, Tender target date 2nd Quarter 2007

	Sub Total
	25
	


Tallaght

	Scheme Name
	No. of Units
	

	Rossfield (old shop site)
	9
	Target Tender date 2nd Quarter 2007

	Fettercairn Phase 2
	33
	Target Tender date 2nd Quarter 2007

	Sub Total
	42
	


PART 8 APPROVED BY COUNCIL

Lucan/Clondalkin

	Scheme
	No of Units
	

	Lealand (SH 279)
	7
	Cost plan submitted to DoEHLG for approval on 26/10/06

	Airlie Heights
	5
	 Cost plan submitted to DoEHLG for approval on 25/1/07. Target tender date May/June 2007

	Old Church , Clondalkin
	4
	Cost plan being prepared

	Sub Total
	16
	


Tallaght

	Scheme Name
	No. of Units
	

	Fortunestown B, Phases 3 & 5
	160 


	Draft procurement plan for affordable scheme being prepared. Target tender date 1st quarter 2007

	Knockmore House (incl. 15 units for Bernardos)
	96
	Cost plan submitted to DoEHLG 23rd November 2006 (including 6 no. units at Donomore Avenue)



	Castletymon
	32
	Cost plan to be finalised for 32 units.

	Total
	288
	


PART 8 ADEVERTISED

Lucan/Clondalkin

	Scheme Name
	No. of Units
	

	Newcastle Lyons
	34
	+10 traveller units + Community Facility. Closing date for receipt of submissions 29/01/2007. Report to be submitted to February ACM and March Council Meeting


CONCEPT / DESIGN STAGE

Terenure/Rathfarnham

	Scheme Name
	No. of Units
	

	Kingston / Glendoher

Palmer Park / Pearse Brothers Park
	10
	Target date for commencement of Part 8 process first quarter 2007


Lucan/Clondalkin

	Scheme
	Approx. No. Of Units
	

	Balgaddy West
	200 
	Proposed exchange of lands with Shelbourne Developments

	Nangor
	160
	

	Balgaddy B1 + Community Centre
	14
	

	Tony Kearns Motors Site, Palmerstown
	5
	Concept to be prepared

	Balgaddy F
	114
	Approved plan under review

	Sub Total
	493
	


Tallaght

	Scheme Name
	Approx. No. Of Units
	

	Suncroft
	10 
	Possible affordable option. Concept Presented to ACM on 14/12/2006

	Stocking Lane
	150
	Concept presented to Area Committee Meeting in June 2006

	Swiftbrook
	11 
	Concept presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 08/12/04

	Deerpark Infill
	9
	Concept presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 20/11/06

	Sub Total
	180
	


Other potential sites are also being examined.
Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.   Following a discussion to which Councillors J. Neville, M. Corr, M. Daly, C. King, J. Daly and C. Jones contributed Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer responded to the queries raised.  The report was NOTED.
T/105/07
Report on Implementation of Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005 – 2008,  
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“The assessment of Traveller accommodation needs conducted in association with the process leading to the adoption of the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005 - 2008 indicated that there is a need to provide 215 units of Traveller-specific accommodation throughout the County during the course of the programme.  This accommodation is to cater for both immediate requirements and future family formations.  

At the end of 2006, half-way through the currently Traveller Accommodation Programme, 51 units of Traveller-specific accommodation have been occupied by families throughout the county, eight are awaiting occupation and  15 units are currently under construction in the county.

The allocation of housing to families at Hazel Hill and Fortunestown at the end of 2006 resulted in the closure of St. Maelruan’s temporary facility.

The following is the current position on developments at various stages of delivery throughout the county: 

	Scheme 
	Type and No. of Units 
	Status 
	Comments  

	Daletree Place 
	10 Group Houses
	Completed & Occupied
	Residents moved into houses in August 2005.

	Belgard Park 
	10 bay RCP
	Completed & Occupied
	Residents moved into houses in August 2005.

	St. Aidan’s Close

Brookfield 
	5 Group Houses 
	Completed & Occupied
	Families moved in to houses on 3rd May 2006.  

	Hazel Hill, Killinardin
	Group Houses – 5

R.C.P. – 5 Bays
	Completed & Occupied
	Residents moved into scheme in December 2006.

	Fortunestown
	10 Group Houses – 
	Completed & Occupied
	Residents moved into scheme in  Dec. 2006. 

	Lock Road Emergency Facility
	6 bay RCP
	Completed & Occupied
	Occupied by families since May 2006.

	Total No. Occupied   51  


 

	Scheme 
	Type and No. of Units 
	Status  
	Comments  

	Hayden’s Lane Place
	8 GH
	Substantially completed.
	To be occupied when road widening works have progressed to an appropriate stage.

	Lynch’s Lane
	10 bay RCP & 10 GH
	Contract signed
	Construction to begin early 2007.

	Kishogue 
	10-bay RCP & 10 GH
	Phase 1  - 15 units

Phase 2 – 5 units
	1 Under construction

2 Contract approvals from DoEH&LG received 31/1/07.

	Tay Lane

 
	7 GH
	Tender
	Tender approval from DoEH&LG received on 25/01/2007

	Stocking Lane
	10-bay RCP
	Tender
	Tender recommendation being finalised.

	Fonthill
	3-bay RCP & 3 GH
	Part 8 approval
	Awaiting agreement on cost of units to be provided under Part V. 

	Coldcut
	8 GH
	Part 8 approval
	Construction to begin in 2007.

	Newcastle 
	10 GH
	Part 8 
	29th January was closing date for submissions on the proposed scheme.

	Rathcoole
	10 GH
	Pre-part 8
	Design for revised Part 8 process for group housing to be prepared.

	Ballyowen Lane

 

 
	5/6 GH
	Pre-part 8 consultation.
	Pre-part 8 meeting with site residents held in August 2006..


Belgard Road

Re-development - Scheduled to start construction in 2008.  Progress dependent on ITT Master Plan.   

Oldcastle Park Re-development - 20 units of permanent accommodation to be provided in two phases – progress on the first phase to dependent on land acquisition. . 

Adamstown - 3 schemes units Status, 10 units each, three sites have been identified in the Strategic Development Zone.

The remaining developments, listed below, are at site identification stage:

Blackchurch - 10 units;

Brittas – 10 units;

Bustyhill - 8 units”.

Mr. P. Murphy Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.   Following a discussion to which Councilors C. King, J. Nevillle, J. Daly, M. Daly and K. Warren contributed, Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a report would issue with regard to the Belgard Road re-development at the next meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Housing Business.

T/106/07
REPORT ON QUARTERLY STATISTICS FOR ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR



The following report which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Anti Social Behaviour Statistics for period:
01/01/2006 to 31/12/2006

Area 
Tallaght

Current Working Files: 168



Files Closed: 109

Current Working Files Countywide: 325
Total Number of Clinics held 2006: 207
Anti Social Clinics Venue and Times

Killinarden Community Centre

Every Friday

11 am – 12 noon

Rossfield




Every Friday

11 am -  12 noon

Jobstown, Mary Mercer Centre

Every Thursday
11 am -  12 noon

Fettercairn Community Centre

Every Wednesday
10.45 am – 11.45 am

Brookview, Estate Management

 Office, Brookview Ave


Every Wednesday
12 noon – 1 pm

	
	1st Quarter
	2nd Quarter
	3rd Quarter
	4th Quarter
	Total

	Actions 
	
	
	
	
	

	Housecalls
	307
	177
	254
	150
	888

	Formal Office Interviews
	110
	109
	102
	92
	413

	Phone Interviews
	128
	142
	86
	83
	439

	Referred to Environmental Health Officer
	5
	4
	7
	6
	22

	Referred to Housing Welfare Officer
	4
	7
	31
	18
	60

	Other SDCC section consulted
	64
	72
	43
	26
	205

	Referred to Mediation
	0
	2
	3
	5
	10

	Garda Consultation
	25
	74
	66
	9
	174

	Health Services Consultation
	2
	2
	17
	17
	38

	Verbal Warning given
	6
	5
	
	7
	18

	Warning letter issued
	5
	7
	10
	6
	28

	Abandonment Notice served
	3
	3
	3
	0
	9

	Pre-emptive Surrender
	0
	3
	2
	1
	6

	Notice to Quit Served
	0
	0
	3
	2
	5

	Demand for Possession served
	0
	0
	1
	2
	3

	Excluding Order sought by tenant
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	House Surrendered
	4
	4
	3
	1
	12

	Totals
	663
	611
	631
	425
	2330

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Incidents
	
	
	
	
	

	Children nuisance
	13
	28
	17
	20
	78

	Criminal Activity
	6
	12
	5
	1
	24

	Drugs Activity
	9
	4
	3
	2
	18

	Joyriding
	6
	11
	0
	2
	19

	Neighbour dispute
	0
	10
	4
	6
	20

	Noise/disturbance
	27
	30
	16
	14
	87

	Pets/animal nuisance
	2
	6
	1
	1
	10

	Physical condition of property
	41
	29
	14
	6
	90

	Selling alcohol
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1

	Racism
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Squatters/illegal occupiers
	4
	2
	4
	2
	12

	Vacant house
	4
	9
	3
	3
	19

	Vandalism
	14
	11
	8
	2
	35

	Violence/intimidation/ harassment
	22
	23
	30
	24
	99

	Totals
	149
	176
	105
	83
	513

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Complaints Received
	184
	226
	129
	118
	657


Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.   Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Corr, C. King, and J. Daly contributed, Mr. P. Murphy responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED.
T/107/07
NEW WORKS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/108/07
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/109/07
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/110/07
HOUSING TRANSFER APPLICANTS
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney:
"That this Committee calls on the Manager to arrange for the necessary measures to be put in place to prioritise housing transfer applicants who wish to downsize their homes from for example a three bedroom to a one bedroom in the interest of a more efficient use of the housing stock".

The following report which had been circulated was READ:
“Transfer applicants who wish to downsize from their present accommodation to accommodation more suitable to their current family composition have been awarded points to reflect this under the current Scheme of Letting Priorities.  On the implementation of the new Scheme approved on 20th December 2006 by the Minister for Housing and Urban Renewal, these applicants will be prioritized, regard to all priority categories being taken into account:-

"Transfer List
Tenants may be placed on the Transfer List for consideration for a Transfer to any dwelling within a Housing Area of their choice subject to the following conditions:
· Minimum two years tenancy in existing dwelling
· Clear rent account - this condition may be waived on exceptional compassionate grounds
· Compliance with terms of tenancy diring existing tenancy
· Dwelling inspected and found to be in satisfactory condition
Applications will be accepted for inclusion on the Transfer list on the basis of the following criteria only and considered on the basis of date of application:
(a)   
 Exceptional medical/compassionate grounds (Regard to be had for report from Council's Medical Advisors/Housing Welfare Officers as appropriate)

(b)    On grounds of anti-social behaviour where a Garda Superintendent has stated that there is a risk to personal safety

     

(c)    Older persons (aged 55 or over) downsizing accommodation

(d)     Transfer applicants downsizing to the specific unit size of accommodation that matches their need according to Section 8 of part 2 of this Scheme.

  

(e)     Overcrowding

(f)    Tenants other than those in categories (c) and (d) above downsizing accommodation to make better use of housing stock

Transfer applicants under criteria (a) to (d) above will be prioritized ".  
Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King and M. Daly contributed, Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive officer responded to queries raised.    The report was NOTED:

COMMUNITY BUSINESS
T/111/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 14 - 15 inclusive, be ADOPTED and APPROVED.
T/112/07
BROOKFIELD COMMUNITY CENTRE – LADIES KEEP FIT PROJECT
Question: Councillor Marie Corr 
“To ask the Manager to report on the progress of the proposed Ladies Keep Fit project due to commence from the recently refurbished Brookfield Community Centre?"

REPLY:

Keep Fit Trainers have been contracted to deliver the programme which they will develop for the Ladies Keep Fit Project. Once this programme 
has been presented to the Community Services Department the Community Linkage Funding allocated to the project will be released. The Community Services Department will follow up on this project.
T/113/07
COMMUNITY CENTRE  -  BALLYCULLEN AREA

QUESTION:  Cllr. Karen Warren 

“To ask the Manager to outline the progress in terms of providing a Community Centre for the general Ballycullen area, if the existing funds which are in place to provide such a centre are going to be utilised over the coming year, given the failure on the part of all sides to resolve this issue and to agree a location, and if he will make a statement on the matter?”

REPLY:

A location for the building of the proposed Community Centre in Ballycragh Park has been agreed by all concerned in this project. Drawings were provided to the local committee in 2005 and a pre Part 8 public meeting was held in April 2005 at which the local community decided that a widened consultation process should take place. The Community Department grant aided this consultation process which was carried out in December 05 to March 06. The outcome showed that a different type of facility to that previously proposed was required. Agreement has now been agreed on the location of the proposed facility and drawings are currently being prepared taking into account also special requests of the local committee in relation to eco-friendly design of the building. 

It is intended to proceed to Part 8 process as soon as consensus is achieved on the new drawings.
T/114/07
APPLICATION FOR GRANTS
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Applications for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below.  Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	GF 1518
	Rathcoole Twirlers
	Volunteer Training Grant
	05/01/07
	€750

	GF 1520
	Rathcoole Twirlers
	Running Costs Grant
	05/01/07
	€200

	GF 1529
	Busy Bees Preschool
	Start Up Costs for Community Group
	16/01/07
	€500

	GF 1512
	Glenanne,
	Equipment Grant
	28/11/06
	€3,000

	GF 1524
	Rathcoole Active Retirement Association
	Start Up Costs for Community Group
	15/01/07
	€500

	GF 1526
	Rathcoole Active Retirement Association
	Equipment Grant
	15/01/07
	€2,800

	GF 1523
	Jobstown Community Centre,
	Equipment Grant
	11/01/07
	€3,000

	GF 1513
	Tallaght Travellers Youth Service
	Research Publication
	11/12/06
	€500

	GF 1506
	Brookview United Football Club
	Equipment Grant
	23/11/06
	€2,782

	GF 1527
	Phoenix Youth Band
	Equipment Grant
	16/01/07
	€3,000

	GF 1522
	Castleview Ladies Club
	Equipment Grant
	11/01/07
	€1,029.81


A contribution is being made to the following group

	Group
	Type of Application
	Amount



	Tallaght Youth Band
	Contribution
	€1,000

	Tallaght Partnership
	Contribution towards hosting “Tallaght Adult Learners Fair”
	€2,000


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Applications for grants under the Council’s Arts Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below.  Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, are recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount

€

	AGF 563
	Tallaght Photographic Society
	Grant towards an Exhibition and competition
	11/1/07
	€700

	AGF 564
	The Phoenix Youth Band
	Grant towards the hosting of a competitive event
	16/1/07
	€500


It was proposed by Councillor K.  Warren, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and RESOLVED:
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report”

T/115/07
LIBRARY/ NEWS EVENTS

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

	County Library, Tallaght
	Events
	Date

	Lecture
	Tallaght Historical Society – The Story of HB – 80 Years of Ireland’s Favourite Ice Cream by Paul Mulhern
	Wednesday 21st February at 8pm

	Children’s Activity
	Parent and Toddler Group
	Wednesdays from 10.30-11.30pm, Junior Library

	Seachtain na Gaeilge
	Ranganna ar Cheol Traidisiúnta le Antaine O Farachain

Traditional Irish Music Workshops
	Tuesday 13th at 12.00pm 5th-6th classes. Booking Required

	
	Scéalaíocht le Eddie Lenihan

Traditional stories
	Friday 9th March

Time TBA


For further information contact 4620073

FEBRUARY 2007

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Castletymon
	Regular Activities
	For further information contact 4524888

	
	
	

	
	English Classes 

for beginners

New members welcome!
	Every Monday 

10.00 am – 11.30 am

	
	Housebound Service – This service is provided for those unable to travel to the Library in person
	First Tuesday of the month

	
	Adults Book Club 

For anyone interested in a good read – share your pleasure with others. The book for February will be ‘The Cider House Rules’’ by John Irving. New members welcome!
	Tuesday 27th February 

(Last Tuesday of the month) 

11am to 12 noon

	
	Acrylics with Betty Kelly

An introduction to painting acrylics with Betty Kelly

Booking Essential
	Every Tuesday 

10.30 – 12.30

	
	Computer Classes 

For beginners with tutor Fiona Duddy. 

Booking Essential
	Every Wednesday 

10.00am to 12noon

	
	Spanish Classes for Improvers 

The classes will resume on the 19th January

New members welcome


	Every Friday from

 10am – 11am

	
	Display/Exhibition

Details below



	

	
	Our book display for February draws on Valentines Day for inspiration, and encompasses literature on love and romance.

New Class

The Third Age, a workshop for older people, begins on February 1st, and runs for six weeks from 10:30am till midday. It is facilitated by Eilis Cullen and booking is essential.
	Month of February




MARCH 2007
	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Castletymon
	Regular Activities
	

	
	English Classes 

for beginners

New members welcome!
	Every Monday 

10.00 am – 11.30 am

	
	Housebound Service – This service is provided for those unable to travel to the Library in person
	First Tuesday of the month

	
	Adults Book Club 

For anyone interested in a good read – share your pleasure with others. The book for March will be “Reading Lolita in Tehran” by Azar Nafisi. 

New members welcome!
	Tuesday 27th March 

(Last Tuesday of the month) 

11am to 12 noon

	
	Acrylics with Betty Kelly

An introduction to painting acrylics with Betty Kelly

Booking Essential
	Every Tuesday 

10.30 – 12.30

	
	Computer Classes 

For beginners with tutor Fiona Duddy. 

Booking Essential
	Every Wednesday 

10.00am to 12noon

	
	Spanish Classes for Improvers 

New members welcome


	Every Friday from

 10am – 11am

	
	Display/Special Activities
	

	
	 The Third Age, a workshop for older people. It is facilitated by Eilis Cullen and booking is essential.


	Thursday 1st and  8th March 10.30 – 12.00



	
	In celebration of ‘Seachtain na Gaeilge’ which runs this year from 3rd—17th March, our display consists of a selection of Irish books from the adult and junior 
sections of the library.   

	Month of March



	
	Seachtain na Gaeilge
	

	
	Pete Courtney discusses the influence of Irish music on world and popular music

Class Booking Secondary Schools only 
	Monday 5th March

12.00 – 1.00pm &

2.00 pm – 3.00 pm

	
	Ciara Conway  

Two puppet making workshop’s

Booking Essential
	Wednesday 7th March

10.00 am– 12.00 &

3.00pm – 4.30pm

	
	Stories with Eddie Lenihan

Class Booking 

3- 6th Class 


	Friday 10th March

12.30 pm – 1.30pm

	
	Tráth na gCeist

Class Booking 

3rd – 5th Class
	Monday 12th March

12.00 – 1.00pm

	
	Story Time as Gaeilge 

Booking Essential 
	Wednesday 14th March

3.30pm 

	
	Bingo as Gaeilge

Booking Essential
	Thursday 15th March 

3.30 pm

	
	Tráth na gCeist

For adults

Booking Essential 
	Friday 16th March

11.30 am – 12.30 pm


 For further information contact 4524888
Mr. I. Stobbart, County Librarian summarised the report which was then NOTED.
T/116/07
REPORT ON NABCO CENTRE – DONOMORE PARK
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“At the Tallaght January Area Committee meeting the following report was submitted in response to the Motion on the Nabco facility at Donomore Park:

“The Community Services Departments Community Field Staff assist the Management Committees of Community Facilities to address difficulties/concerns that they may have. Nabco Housing Association has not been in contact with the Community Department. However the Community Team will meet with Nabco at their request to discuss any difficulties they may have with the management of their facility in Donomore Park, Killinarden.”

Following discussion on the report it was agreed that contact be made with Nabco regarding the future use of the facility.

This building was paid for and financed as integral part of original scheme at Donomore Park. It was used for period of time by Nabco but became vacant and has been the subject of much vandalism particularly in recent times.

Contact has since been made with NabCo’s Regional Officer who informed us that in view of the vandalism at the facility and a fire that took place in the building recently it is now boarded up. Their architect has since investigated the area and they now intend to re-develop the space into apartments and they anticipate they will be applying for planning permission to South Dublin County Council. 
Mr. B. Coman, Senior Executive Officer,  spoke on the report.

Following a contribution from Councillor C. King, Mr. B. Coman responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that an updated report would issue to a future meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Community Business.

T/117/07
PART 8 ST MARKS YOUTH AND FAMILY COMMUNITY CENTRE
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“Notice Under Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001

The Council proposes to undertake a number of works at St Marks Youth and Family facility at Fettercairn to refurbish and update the facility.

St. Mark’s Youth Club was formed by a number of concerned parents who were socially aware of the challenges facing young people in a new built environment with no facilities.  Initially the club operated from peoples houses and used the local streetscape and the nearby hills as free amenities.  Young persons most at risk were targeted and encouraged to engage.  An informal network of leaders developed, who gave their time and energies through the club to the local community. 

A site at Fettercairn House, which was at that time a Park’s depot, became available in the early 80’s and together with a grant of 30,000 from Dublin County Council an ambitious programme was embarked upon.  The site consisted of a semi derelict original farmhouse with some sheds and an old corrugated roof barn.  Work immediately commenced on securing the site and a new slate roof and basic repairs were carried out in the house.  A playschool was established in the one good room and an open fire was the primary source of heating.  The barn was repaired and an extension wing was built.  Much of the work was carried out by volunteers.  The uniqueness of the site was quickly identified and research was carried out to identify ways of maximising the value of the site.  At this time the first urban farm in the County was established. 

The facility places a crucial value on the urban farm and all that is associated with it. A major refurbishment of the old farm house was carried out in 2001 with funding from SDCC, YPFSF and credit union loans.  This work saved the house for generations to come and now accommodates 55 preschool positions. In the evening it provides passive space for youth activities.  

It was also recognised that a group of young people with serious behavioural issues were beyond the sphere of positive influence which the voluntary leaders could deliver.  At about the same time a request for accommodation for a pilot youth diversion project was received and the club recognised that this at risk group required professional help.  The Deonach Probation Project became a tenant and has gone on to deliver a valuable service to the local community over the last 10 years.  They have now relocated to a purpose built facility in the village.  A request for assistance was also received from the Rudolf Steiner Preschool.  The club assisted them by providing space for a number of years which allowed them to get established and they now have permanent premises at Ard Mor.  

Over the years however the “Barn” has fallen into disrepair and is now no longer suitable to accommodate many activities.  It requires major refurbishment with a substantial financial outlay.

The Childhood Development Initiative (CDI) has now been identified as a compatible organisation which requires quality accommodation for the management of the project in the Tallaght West area.  The opportunity now exists to provide for their needs and at the same time provide an enhanced facility for St. Mark’s.  The centre has a history of assisting players whose focus is on youth.  The CDI would be a welcomed resource to our community. 

The Childhood Development Initiative which has full support of this Council has indicated its willingness to occupy an amount of office space within the refurbished facility as its base in the delivery of its service.

The CDI began as a planning initiative in 2003 to support better outcomes for children in Tallaght West.  A consortium of 23 members representing community leaders, residents and professionals working in Tallaght West developed the outcomes-focused 10-year strategy A Place for Children. Tallaght West, which was launched by the Taoiseach in late 2005.  Based on this long-term strategy, a detailed implementation plan has been agreed for 2007-2011, and the Office of the Minister for Children and The Atlantic Philanthropies have agreed to invest up to €15million for the first five years. 



OUTCOMES-FOCUSED

For the children of Tallaght West

Better health, Improved learning and achieving, 

Increased safety and sense of belonging.

For all of Tallaght West

Better integration, Joined-up county systems,

Tallaght West acknowledged as a safe and healthy place for children and families.

The CDI is now a limited company with Dr Katherine Zappone as Chair of the Board of Directors. The Board will be strongly linked to the South Dublin County Development Board through a new childhood strategy management committee.  A community representative forum will also support the CDI Board, as well as an executive staff led by the CEO who is now being recruited

The proposed works at St Marks Youth and Family centre, its environs and location will greatly compliment the work undertaken by CDI.

The works proposed are the addition of two reception areas and a new additional entrance, creation of office space, meeting and activity rooms, kitchen space, works to roof to provide natural light to the facility, refurbishment of the hall, car parking layout and ancillary landscaping works.

The new building will have the capacity to accommodate an enhanced programme for Young People.  Anecdotal evidence suggests that there is a market for a teen breakfast club in the mornings.  There are over 500 students in St. Mark’s school adjacent to the facility. A suitable passive area to provide for tuition / grinds in a friendly safe zone, outside the school is also under consideration.  The new hall will provide for an indoor play area for the preschool children in the mornings. 

Capacity will also exist to facilitate local adult/ senior groups during school hours. Immediately after school there are several clubs which currently operate on site.  With the support of a new office within the building they will be able to enhance their programmes. The new configuration will allow for dual usage and provide accommodation for new groups.  It is expected that the centre will also host a dedicated dance space.  

A drawing of the proposed works will be available at the meeting”
Mr. B. Coman, Senior Executive  Officer spoke on the report and introduced M. O Sullivan, Senior Executive Architect who gave a presentations with summary on the proposed refurbishment works at St. Marks youth and Family Facility, Fettercairn.

Following a discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney, M. Corr, J. Hannon, K. Warren and C. King contributed, Mr. B. Coman, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED.

T/118/07
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/119/07
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/120/07
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading






PARKS BUSINESS

T/121/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 16 – 23 inclusive, be ADOPTED and APPROVED.

T/122/07
SUNDALE ESTATE – TAKING IN CHARGE OF GREEN SPACES

QUESTION:   Councillor Marie Corr

"To ask the Manager to report on the current status of the taking in charge of the green spaces in the Sundale Estate - to outline the delays in this process to date and to give an approximate date for the completion of this process? 

REPLY: 

The County Council has now received the necessary legal documentation to enable the open spaces in Sundale Estate to be transferred into Council ownership and these are currently being processed. However, the developer agreed to make a financial contribution in lieu of outstanding works including street tree planting .This matter will be pursued with the developer to enable the taking in charge process to proceed.
T/123/07
DODDER LINEAR PARK
QUESTION:   Councillor John Hannon

“To ask the Manager to report on the Dodder Linear Park (section from Mt Carmel Park to Oldbawn Bridge), with particular reference to pathways, promised access points, amount of monies expended to date since 1998, and can he indicate when, if at all, the viewing mound at Firhouse will become operational (given that the Council has permitted a construction compound to be located there)?"
REPLY:

The following is an outline of the works carried out in Dodder Valley Park (section from Mt Carmel Park to Oldbawn Bridge)

· New pedestrian paths incorporating a viewing area have been constructed around Firhouse Weir and are linked with paths beneath the M50 to facilitate continuity of access through to the Cherryfield section of the Dodder Valley Park.  

· A significant amount of tree planting has been completed at the rear of Firhouse Weir which will mature to provide an attractive backdrop to the weir and screen unsightly views.

· Upstream new fencing and anti-cycle gates have been installed to control vehicular access to the Dodder Valley lands at the rear of Mount Carmel.  

· A new path has been constructed linking upstream from Firhouse Weir along the river and to the new Dodder Valley Parklands at Tymon South.  

· The former concrete works site at Tymon South has been completely redeveloped incorporating a network of pedestrian paths, a viewing mound and wildflower meadows.  Further landscaping of the area will be completed during 2007.

· Arrangements have been made for the undergrounding of existing high voltage ESB lines at the rear of Mount Carmel to facilitate the 
· development of three new sports pitches.  This work is scheduled to commence shortly.

· New woodland plantations were planted under the Forest Service’s Urban Woodland Scheme at various locations on either side of the Dodder River in the Oldbawn area.

· A low wall incorporating pedestrian and machine access gates was installed to define the park boundary along the Avonmore Road.  

· New paths were constructed and existing paths surfaced in the Oldbawn section of the park.  Significant tree and bulb planting has been undertaken in this area also.  Seats have been installed and anti-cycle gates are being installed at all access points in this area specifically to address the problem of unauthorised vehicles gaining access and causing damage within the park.

· As part of the 2007 Parks Works Programme, a sum of €25,000 has been allocated to undertake improvement works in the vicinity of Oldbawn Weir to enhance its amenity value.

· Under the 2006 Sports Capital Programme €250,000 has been allocated towards the construction of changing facilities to replace the existing containers at Oldbawn.  Consultation has commenced with the sports clubs who utilise the pitches at Oldbawn and proposals will be drawn up and presented for the development of a changing facility at this location in due course.

With regard to the new Dodder Valley Parklands at Tymon South, which incorporate the viewing mound, the new path network is already well utilised by people walking in the park and is in effect operational.  A new boundary wall and railing incorporating a formal vehicular and pedestrian entrance is to be provided as part of the Firhouse Road Improvement Scheme.  The contractor for the road scheme has been temporarily facilitated with a compound area within the parklands for the duration of the project.  On completion of the road scheme and vacation of the compound site, a new car park to serve the new parklands will be constructed on the site on the current works compound.  It is anticipated that this work will be completed within the next 12 months.

T/124/07
AMBERVALE – WOODEN  BOLLARDS
QUESTION:   Councillor Joe Neville

"To ask the Manager to have arranged the erection of wooden bollards at the green area at Ambervale (as done successfully in other areas of Cookstown/Springfield) in attempt to restrict illegal vehicular access at this location and the consequent burnt out vehicles left behind?"

REPLY:

The erection of wooden bollards along the entire road frontage on the boundary of the open space at Ambervale Estate would cost in the region of €15,000.  There are currently no specific funds available to the County Council to enable this work to be carried out.  However, the matter will be further discussed with the Local Residents Associations in the context of the recent improvements to the other open spaces in Springfield.
T/125/07
BOUNDARY WALL AT AVONMORE ROAD/DODDER VALLEY PARK

QUESTION:   Councillor Joe Neville

“To ask the Manager to give consideration to having the boundary wall at Avonmore Road/Dodder Valley Park stone cladded which would be consistent with the other boundary walls along the perimeter of the Park in OldBawn and could this issue be a headed item for the next relevant Council meeting?."

REPLY:


Cladding of the boundary wall at Avonmore Road / Dodder Valley Park will be listed for consideration under the 2008 Parks Works Programme.
T/126/05
BALLYCRAGH/BALLYCULLEN PARK - PLAYGROUND

QUESTION:   Councillor Karen Warren

"To ask the Manager if and when a playground will be provided in the new Ballycragh/ Ballycullen Park, so that younger children can play in the Park and use a facility which is desperately required, and given the fact that the nearest playground to the entire Ballycullen area is some two miles away, if he could expedite this request, and if he could make a statement on the matter?"

REPLY:


Following the adoption of the Play Policy at the Council Meeting on the 10th July 2006, a draft schedule of playground facilities proposed for the next five years was prepared on the basis of a number of criteria and presented to the Sports-Recreation, Community & Parks Strategic Policy Committee on the 13th September 2006.  This was presented to the Tallaght Area Committee on 16th October 2006 and formally adopted by the Council at a meeting on the 11th December 2006.

The criteria used to determine the location of proposed playground facilities was based on the location being either a regional or 
neighbourhood park and on the existence of a local parks depot in the immediate locality as well as existing playground facilities in the area and the distribution of play facilities around the county. 

The proposed location for a playground in Ballycragh Park does not meet these criteria at the present time. However, the Council will consider the provision of a playground in conjunction with the proposed provision of a Community Facility at this location.
T/127/07
BOUNDARY AT BACK OF HOUSES – FIRHOUSE ROAD IMPROVEMENT SCHEME
QUESTION:   Councillor Karen Warren

“To ask the Manager if the Council’s Parks Department can improve the boundary at the back of the houses at (Details supplied), given the fact that a wall has not been considered at this location, and given the general unsightly and ugly condition of the lands in question, if this work can be completed as part of the Firhouse Road Improvement Scheme, and if he will make a statement on the matter?"

 

REPLY:

The area along the back of Kilakee Walk onto Firhouse Road is included within the contract area for the Firhouse Road Improvement Scheme which is being managed by the Council’s Roads Department. Accordingly the matter has been referred to the Design and Construction Section, Roads Department for their information and direct response to the elected member.
T/128/07
VERSCHOYLE DRIVE – SAGGART ABBEY
QUESTION:   Councillor Karen Warren

“To ask the Manager to clarify for the benefit of residents who live on Verschoyle Drive in Saggart Abbey, the exact landscaping plans which are to be implemented before the new Citywest Shopping Centre is open, and specifically if he could outline what type of division will be erected on the open space between the houses on this road, and the area of the shopping centre which will take deliveries from early in the morning, if the Manager accepts the necessity to keep both developments completely separate, and that the landscaping work will be to the highest standard, and given the fact that this development is now completed, to outline when this landscaping work will commence, as the centre is due to open later this year, and if the Council have agreed plans to spend the €600,000 contribution to the local community in the area, and if consultation has occurred with local community groups in the area, and if he will make a statement on the matter?"

REPLY:

There are two elements to the landscape proposals for the new City West Shopping Centre and associated residential development. The developers have submitted preliminary landscape proposals for both elements for discussion.

The first element relates to the internal landscaping of the development which would include the courtyards in the residential areas, the areas surrounding the shopping centre, car parks and the boundaries of the site. These works are on areas controlled by the developers of the site.

The second element relates to the landscape proposals required for the parkland to the southwest of the City West Shopping Centre. These are the lands between Carrigmore and Verschoyle housing developments. 

The developers have been conditioned to submit and agree a programme of works to the value of €600,000 for the provision of recreational facilities in the area. The developers have submitted preliminary proposals for discussion with the council which would involve the provision of recreational facilities on these lands. 

The major part of these lands lie outside the ownership of the developers of the City West Shopping Centre and the landscape development of these lands is not within their control. Landscape works on the parkland cannot be implemented by the developers of City West Shopping Centre without the consent of the landowners concerned. 

The matter of boundary treatment between the City West Shopping Centre and Verschoyle Estate is under discussion and has not been agreed.  It is not accepted that both developments must be kept entirely separate. It is council policy, as set out in the County Development Plan 2004 -2010, to promote the provision of direct routes to all local destinations thereby encouraging walking and cycling. 

It is therefore intended that pedestrian links between the City West development and adjoining residential developments will be provided. The precise location of the pedestrian access points has yet to be determined but they will avoid service areas and marshalling yards of the shopping centre for security reasons. 

The developers have stated that they will undertake to consult with all stakeholders (local authority, landowners, community representatives). As far as the Parks Department is aware, the consultation to date has only involved the local authority.

It is not possible at this stage to say when works will begin as the lands are outside the immediate control of the developers of the City West Shopping Centre and any works proposed would be subject to the agreement and legal consent of the relevant landowners. The developers have indicated a willingness to develop the park and provide the facilities, subject to obtaining the necessary planning and legal consents to carry out the works.

The matter is being pursued with the developers and the Planning
Department.

T/129/07
LANDSCAPE AND GENERAL CLEAN UP OF SITE

QUESTION:   Councillor Karen Warren

"To ask the Manager to landscape and generally clean up the site at (Details supplied), given the fact that the Department of Education have now eventually completed the fence so as to stop incursions onto their land, and given a commitment that was given to local residents, that the Council would improve landscaping in the area, if this work can now be expedited, and if he will make a statement on the matter?"

REPLY:

The area adjacent to the recently completed fence on the boundary of the Dept. of Education lands fronting Tynan Hall Park, consists a of a narrow roadside margin and the remnants of an old agricultural hedgerow. Although the hedgerow has a rather unkempt appearance it does provide an important screening function with regard to the fence and may also have important wildlife value. In addition there is little evidence of any major problem in the area with regard to anti-social activity.  Having regard to the request, as set out in the question, arrangements will be made to meet local residents in the coming weeks on site, to agree the nature and extent of the necessary landscaping works.   
T/130/07
NEW WORKS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/131/07
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/132/07
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading
T/133/07
MOTIONS NOT REACHED

CUSHLAWN ESTATE – MATURE TREE PLANTING



Motion:  Councillor  C. King
"That this Committee calls on the Manager to arrange for some mature tree planting to be carried out in the Cushlawn Estate as there is a significant lack of mature trees in the Estate which results in a gloomy appearance to the area".



PUBLIC PARK AT ELLENSBOROUGH

Motion: Councillor John Hannon

That a draft plan for the proposed public park at Ellensborough be presented to the Committee for consideration as a matter of urgency, and that the consultative process commence thus enabling local residents to have a meaningful input into the outcome"
The Meeting concluded at 5.30 p.m.

Siniú:
______________________

Dáta:
________________

An Cathaoirleach







